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The Nexus Between
Politics and Crime

The recent violent incidents in the rural town of Mawenella that quickly
had their fallout in the capital in Maradana powerfully demonstrated the volatile
nature of ethnic relations in Sri Lanka. This time round, the incidents in-
volved relations between the country’s majority Sinhalese community and
the third largest minority, the Muslims.

The original incident at Mawanella did not involve issues of ethnicity or
religion. It was a case of some persons belonging to the local mafia de-
manding ‘kapan’ (protection money) from a Muslim trader being brutally and
violently attacked for refusing to give the demanded sum.

The question is as to how and why that such an incident assumed an
ethnic-religious dimension sparking off violent incidents including loss of life
and destruction of property.

The incidents reflect a pattern of inaction and complicity on the part of
the law enforcement agencies, particularly the police, leading to the belief
that they are in league with criminal gangs. At another level, they also mani-
fest the linkage that has sadly developed over the years between known
criminal elements and local politicians. This linkage becomes all the more
sinister when criminals are known to enjoy political patronage and protec-
tion and as a consequence the police not only turn a blind eye to their
criminality, but in some cases develop a tendency to become partners in
their crimes. The details of the Mawanella incident and its surrounding cir-
cumstances bring into sharp focus the sinister and the dangerous nature of |
this linkage.

On 30 April, two local thugs, known to enjoy the patronage of powerful
local politicians, including a Minister, attempted to extort ‘protction money’
from a bake-house owned by a Muslim. Upon non-compliance, an employee
of the shop, Ameer, was forcibly dragged into the town centre, tied to a post’
and he was cut with a razor in his face and chest. With two policemen present
at the scene the thugs challenged the people who had gathered to free the
victim if they dared. Ameer's employer, Hisham proceeded to the police sta-
tion, and on the way he saw a police jeep and directed it to the scene of the
incident. Hisham untied Ameer and took him to the hospital. The police failed
to take action against the gang of thugs. Next morning, Hisham went to the
police station to make a complaint but the police declined to record it. An-
gered at the police inaction and refusal to entertain any complaint, the Mus-
lims gathered in the town and picketed demanding the arrest of the culprits.
Tension mounted and the police did not even an attempt to prevent the
attack on the picket by a mob that had descended on the town for this very
purpose. In fact there are reliable allegations that the police too had joined in
the attack. The general impression that is left behind is that the thugs and
the police would not have acted so outrageously if they had not the protec-
tion of the politicians.

In the wake of the incidents, the Government imposing curfews, taking
such other action as necessary to prevent the further spreading of commu-
nal violence to other parts of the country and ordering an impartial inquiry
are commendable. Prompt action was called for against errant police offic-
ers who failed to perform their duty to uphold law and order. Immediate
removal from office of the local politicians and the Minister who have been
identified as the patrons of the thugs who were responsible for the Mawanella
incidents would have reassured the public of the Government’s commitment
to good governance and the adherence to the rule of law. What is lamenta-
bly lacking is the resolve on the part of the Government to take action against
those politicians whose link with criminal elements is commonly and publicly
known. Permitting politicians against whom serious accusations of complic-
ity in criminal conduct have been made to continue to hold ministerial or
other leading positions in the administration would only serve to further en-
courage the nexus between politics and crime.
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@® Whither Peace Talks?

The hopes that were rising of an
early date for peace talks to begin be-
tween the Government and the LTTE
have yet to be realised.

The outcome of the five hours of
talks on 16-17 May between Norway’s
special peace envoy Erik Solheim, Jon
Westborg the Norwegian Ambassador
in Sri Lanka, and an Executive Officer
of the Norwegian Foreign Ministry
with the leader of the political wing of
the LTTE, S P Tamil Chelvam and his
colleagues did not produce the expected
results as the LTTE remained firm on
their three ‘pre-requisites’ as precon-
ditions for the start of peace talks. The
pre-requisites are, the lifting of what the
LTTE calls ‘removing the economic
blockade of the Tamil areas of the
north-east, the declaration of a formal
ceasefire, and the lifting of the ban im-
posed on the LTTE by the Government.

Of these “pre-requisites”, the Gov-
ernment’s response appears to be ame-
nable to the first two. Having denied
that there ever was an “economic em-
bargo”, the Government lifted the re-
striction on the transport of 24 items to
the north. But the LTTE wants a total
lifting of restrictions, including items
such as fuel and cement. However,
there are indications that the dispute on
this issue is not insuperable. Even on
the issue of a formal cessation of hos-
tilities, the Government having initially
proposed a time-bound bilateral cessa-
tion of hostilities, the signs are that it is
ready to give in.

The major hurdle appears to be the
insistence on lifting the ban on the
LTTE on which the Government ap-
pears not prepared to give in. There are
those who urge the LTTE not to insist
on its demand for de-proscription as a
precondition for talks, and there are
others who want the Government 1o
suspend the ban for a temporary period,
a course action which may not be ac-
ceptable to the LTTE.

A statement issued by a group of
well known human rights and peace
activists said in a recent statement, “As
peace initiatives relating to internal
armed conflicts elsewhere have shown
us, the de-proscription of an anti-State
movement inevitably takes place with
advances made at the negotiation table.
In this, the LTTE has the primary re-
sponsibility to ensure that the issue of
the ban is treated as a negotiable de-

mand, along with other political and
humanitarian demands, and not as a
non-negotiable pre-condition for com-
mencement of peace talks.” The signa-
tories to this statement are Sunila Abey-
sekera, Sunanda Deshapriya, Rohan
Edirisinha, Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu
and Javid Yusuf.

It is becoming increasingly clear
that the insistence by the LTTE on this
demand can turn out to be the biggest
obstacle to the progress of the peace
process. The thinking behind the
LTTE’s strategy of putting forward this
demand is made clear by its statement
issued following Tamil Chelvan’s
meeting with the Norwegians on 16
May: “ ...... we wish to enter political
negotiations with Sri Lanka as the au-
thentic, legitimate representatives of
our people for which the proscription
on our organisation should be lifted....
The international community should
understand that we cannot participate
in peace talks as an illegal, criminal
entity with a distorted false label as ‘ter-
rorists’ .... It is the collective aspira-
tion of our people that the ban on our
liberation organisation should be lifted.
If Sri Lanka wants peace and a perma-
nent resolution of the ethnic conflict, it
should not hesitate to remove the ban
as the Tamil people’s demand.”

The different elements contained in
this one demand which the LTTE re-
gards as absolutely essential for partici-
pation in peace talks can be dissected
as follows:

(a) LTTE is the authentic and legitimate

representative of the Tamils, and there- .

fore recognised and treated as such;
(b) The Sri Lankan government should
ift the ban imposed on the LTTE;

(¢) The demand for the lifting of the
ban on the LTTE is the ‘collective as-
piration of the Tamil people;

(d) If Sri Lanka wants peace and reso-
lution of the ethnic conflict, it should
treat the demand for lifting the ban as a

demand by the Tamil peopleasa whole,
and should therefore not hesitate to re-
move the ban;

The international community
should understand that the LTTE would
not participate in peace talks as an ille-
gal, criminal entity falsely labelled as
‘terrorists’, and hence the ban imposed
in countries such as India, USA and the
United Kingdom should also be lifted.

The Tamil Guardian published
from London in its editorial (16 May)
made the LTTE’s position perfectly
clear on this issue: “The LTTE is un-
equivocal, as it has been for years: Sti

Lanka’s ban precludes the movement’s

Jegal recognition as the representative
of the Tamils. But whilst on one hand,
the matter is a technical one - an agree-
ment with an illegal entity isn’t worth
the paper it is written on - the matter
has assumed different dimensions
amongst the Tamil people. ... The bans
on the movement by India, the United
States and particularly the United King-
dom were therefore humiliating and
offensive.... Those disparate elements
that are now urging the LTTE not to
make the ban ‘a condition’ for talks
display a profound lack of understand-
ing on the fundamentals of the Tamil
question. So do those who suggest this
is a matter that can be resolved in the
fullness of time. The Tamil cause is
fundamentally a demand for recogni-
tion. Addressing their grievancés can
thus only begin with the lifting of the
ban on their representatives.”

It seems clear the LTTE strategy is
that at the same time as pressing the
demand for the lifting the ban in Sri
Lanka as a precondition for participa-
tion in peace talks, the LTTE is also
linking the issue of lifting its proscrip-
tion in countries like India, USA and
the UK. It is this linkage that has
prompted certain sections in the media,
including editors and commentators, to
claim that the LTTE is trying to use the
peace talks as a ploy to secure its pro-
scription lifted in the USA and United
Kingdom.

While the debate about the pros and
cons of lifting the ban on the LTTE is
continuing, it would seem that the Nor-
wegian shuttle diplomacy had made
some progress. It also became evident
that the Government has recognised an
enhanced role for Norway in the peace
process. A Government press release
issued on 9 May said, “Foreign Minis-
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ter Lakshman Kadirgamar in a letter to
Norwegian Foreign Minister Thorbjorn
Jagland recalls that the Government of
Sri Lanka and the LTTE have stated
that “they share the overall objective
of finding a negotiated political solu-
tion to the ongoing armed conflict that
has plagued Sri Lanka for almost two
decades”, and that “The Norwegian
Government is requested to take such
new initiatives as might be required for
this purpose to which end the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka will extend its full-
est support,” Recalling that the Norwe-
gian Government accepted this respon-
sibility and designated Mr.Erik Solh-
eim and Ambassador Jon Westborg to
assist the parties to come together to
commence negotiations, the Foreign
Minister stated that “the indefatigable
endeavours of these two gentlemen and

their associated efforts towards that end’

have earned the deep appreciation of
the Government of Sri Lanka”.

The Minister’s letter stated that “in
pursuance of the said objective™ the
parties had decided to take measures to
alleviate any hardships and dangers to
civilians affected by the ongoing con-
flict, and contribute to building under-
standing and a foundation on which
negotiations can take place.

These measures are to be embod-
ied in a document, which will contain
certain humanitarian measures, which
have been the subject of much discus-
sion between the representatives of the
Norwegian Government and the parties.
The letter outlines the matters on which
agreement has been reached.”

“In view of the fruitful work done
by all concerned towards getting the
process of direct political negotiations
moving, Foreign Minister Kadirgamar,
on behalf of the Government of Sri
Lanka, requests the Norwegian Govern-
ment to renew urgently the most com-
mendable efforts that have already been
made by its representatives to keep the
peace process moving.

Accordingly, the Norwegian Gov-
ernment is requested to take such new
initiatives as might required for this
purpose to which end the Government
of Sri Lanka will extend its fullest sup-
port.”

The LTTE in a statement issued on
11 May, denying the Foreign Minister’s
claim that an agreement had been
reached between the parties said, “We
are still discussing several issues but

these discussions have not yet been for-
malised and finalised into an agreement
between the parties in conflict. It is pre-
mature and irresponsible on the part of
the Sri Lankan Foreign Ministry to
falsely project to the world media that
an agreement has been reached.

However, the acknowledging the
progress made, the LTTE said, “We
wish to state that substantial progress
has been made on the Norwegian pro-
posal of the ‘Memorandum of Under-
standing’ after intense discussions for
a considerable time with the Norwegian
facilitators. This Norwegian project,
which calls for goodwill measures of
mutual reciprocity, aims at de-escala-
tion of the conflict and the creation of
a congenial atmosphere conducive for
talks. We hope an agreement can be
reached soon on the Norwegian pro-
posal after further discussions and clari-
fications on certain matters.”

The Royal Norwegian Embassy in
Colombo confirming the LTTE’s po-
sition said “there is no overall agree-
ment between the parties in the Sri
Lankan conflict, the Norwegian Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs has stated in
response to media reports from Sri
Lanka.”

What prompted intense speculation
in diplomatic and political circles was
the request by the Foreign Minister to
the Norwegian government “to take
such new initiatives as might be re-
quired for this purpose to which the
Government of Sri Lanka will extend
its fullest support”, which was regarded
as up-grading of Norway’s role in the
peace process.

Asked about the Minister’s refer-
ence to ‘new initiatives’ to be taken by
the Norwegians, Kethesh Loganathan
of the Centre for Policy Alternatives
(CPA) and a member of the Peace Sup-
port Group (PSG) was quoted as say-
ing: “This could well be a public ac-
knowledgement by the Government of
the inevitable up-grading of, Norway’s
role from that of a facilitator to a more
pro-active role approximating that of a
mediator. In any case the term ‘fresh
initiatives’ indicates recognition by the
Government of the need for consider-
able flexibility by Norway, if it is to
play an effective role,” adding that “If
that is what was intended in the press
release of the Foreign Ministry, then it
could also serve to reconcile the gap in
perceptions by the Government and the

LTTE as regards Norway’s future role
in the peace process”.

The indications are that if the peace
process is to be taken forward, the Nor-
wegians have to take new and many
more initiatives.

@® No Confidence Motion

The UNP leadership, under pres-
sure from its “Reformist Group” led by
the party’s deputy leader, Karu Jaya-
suriya, has now decided to move mo-
tions of no confidence against the Gov-
ernment and the Chief Justice. As for
the impeachment motion against the
Chief Justice, which is spearheaded by
the Sinhala weekly ‘Ravaya’ Editor,
Victor Ivan, who appears to be playing
an increasingly significant role in the
internal factional fighting within the
party, the UNP as a political party
stands little to gain politically. It would
seem that many senior UNP lawyers
have advised against this move. The
Bar Association(BA) itself has already
voiced strong opposition to the continu-
ing campaign against the Chief Justice
in the Ravaya. Dragging the head of the
judiciary into the quagmire of partisan
political vulgar and vindictive debate
in parliament is not what the BA does
want to take place.

As for the no confidence motion
against the Government, there appears
little chance of success if the constitu-
ent parties of the Peoples Alliance stand
together. Even if all MPs presently con-
stituting the opposition belonging to the
UNP, JVP and all MP belonging to the
Tamil parties like TULF, TELO and
Tamil Congress combine together, it
would not produce the numbers re-
quired to get the no confidence motion
through parliament. The ruling PA coa-
lition enjoys the support of only 116
members in the Parliament of 225 MPs,
while the combined opposition can only
muster the support of 108 MPs (UNP-
87 (excluding the Speaker, Anura Ban-
daranaike); JVP -10; TULF - 5; TELO
- 3; ACTC - 1; SU(Sihala Urumaya)-
1. That is why the UNP leadership has
been and is trying hard to instigate de-
fections from within the PA ranks. With
all sort of promises being offered, par-
ticular pressure is being applied on the
Sri Lanka Muslim Congress(SLMC)
and the Ceylon Workers Congress
(CWC) led by cabinet minister Arumu-
gam Thondaman to defect and vote
against the Government when the no
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confidence motion is presented to par-
liament. Even if these parties defect, the
numbers would not be sufficient, and
therefore if the motion is to succeed,
some more MPs from the governing
party should be ‘bought over

What is to happen if the no confide-
nce against the Government succeeds?
Mrs Kumaratunga will continue in of-
fice as the elected President. But will
the UNP be in a position to mobilise a
majority in parliament to form a Gov-
emment? It is one thing to combine to-
gether on a no confidence motion aga-
inst the ‘common enemy’ — the Gover-
nment and bring it down. But will the
JVP, TULF and other Tamil parties
now in parliament join the UNP in for-
ming a coalition Government? It isun-
likely that the ‘Marxist’ JVP help to
form a ‘capitalist’ UNP-led govern-
ment? What is it in for the Tamil par-
ties to help the UNP to form a Govern-
ment? What is the price that the UNP
“leadership will be prepared to pay for
securing the support of these parties?
These questions may fall into the realm
of speculation, but they will turn out to
be real if, as fondly hoped by the UNP,
the no confidence motion succeeds.

More significantly, what will hap-
pen to the ongoing Norwegian facili-
tated peace process? The UNP leader-
ship is on record as promising to the
TULF, in return for its support for the
no confidence motion against the Gov-
ernment that it would continue with the
Norwegian effort. But the fact is that,
not only many leading members of the
UNP’s Reformist Group have expre-
ssed reservations about the peace proc-

ess, but also the JVP has publicly and

continuously denounced Norway’s role
as facilitator. Its leaders rejected an in-
vitation from Erik Solheim for meet-
ing questioning Norway’s and his impa-
rtiality. The latest issue of the ‘Lakbi-
ma’ quoted JVP General Secretary Mr.
Tilvin Silva as saying: “The manner in
which Erik Solheim is running all over
the world to get the proscription on
LTTE lifted, after misleading the Sri
Lankan government initially that the
LTTE is willing to have peace talks
without any conditions, clearly indicate
that Solheim is nothing but a stooge of
the LTTE. Mr. Silva also added that
even Prime Minister Ratnasiri Wickra-
manayake and the likes who spear
headed the campaign to get the LTTE
internationally proscribed, is now wor-

king hard to get it de-proscribed, prov-
ing beyond doubt that from the begin-
ning the government too have fooled
people. He also said that if by any cha-
nce the LTTE were de-proscribed in Sri
Lanka, the Tigers would immediately
appeal against proscriptions imposed
on them internationally. In such a back-
ground the role played by Solheim from
the beginning exposes him for what he
is, a pawn sent by the capitalists to stre-
ngthen the hand of the LTTE.” This
being the position of the JVP, will it
help to sustain a UNP-led government
if it were keep its promise to the TULF
to continue with the Norwegian facili-
tated peace process? The answer to
question must be plainly obvious.

@® Caretaker Government?

It is reported that the opposition
parties comprising the UNP, JvP, TU-
LF and ACTC have decided to present
their combined proposals for amending
the constitution to Parliament next
month. The proposals would include
provision for the appointment of four
independent commissions for the Judi-
ciary, Police, Civil Service and Elect-
jon proposed by the UNP and provi-
sion for the setting up of a caretaker
government to hold general and presi-
dential elections and a State Media
Commission proposed by the JVP. The
parties agreed that the UNP would draft
the necessary legislation for a final dis-
cussion before presentation to parlia-
ment in early June.

It has to be noted for the record that
the proposal for the setting up of a
“caretaker government” is not a novel
one coming from the JVP. When, fol-
lowing the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement
of July 1987, the country and the gov-
ernment of the day was held to ransom
by the unmitigated violence, terror and
innumerable assassinations of political
leaders, trade unionists, student activ-
ists, and academics including univer-
sity vice chancellors, it should be re-
called that the JVP, then under the lead-

ership of Rohana Wijeweera, through

its then mediator, surprise surprise,
Rev. Maduluweva Sobitha Thero, con-
veyed the message from the JVP at a
meeting with the then President Prema-
dasa that a caretaker government of the
type it is proposing now should be
formed as a pre-condition for ending
its campaign terror and violence. of
course Premadasa did not accede to the

JVP’s demand and unleashed his own
counter-terror that resulted in the vir-
tual annihilation of the then leadership
of the JVP. Let it not be forgotten that
the present UNP leader, Ranil Wickre-
masinghe, was a leading and powerful
figure in Premadasa’s government dur-
ing those dark and violent days.

The caretaker government as now
proposed by the JVP would be headed
by the Chief Justice, as Chairman, with
seven others nominated by a Constitu-
tional Council, and both the Presiden-
tial and General elections should be
held on the same day.

There is no provision under the
present constitution (spearheaded by
former President J R Jayawardene and
adopted in 1978) for the setting up ofa
caretaker government as proposed by
the JVP and agreed by the other par-
ties. However it is possible under the
constitution for a caretaker cabinet to
be appointed from amongst persons
elected to parliament by the exercise of
the franchise of the people. If the pro-
posal of the JVP as agreed by the other
parties is to have constitutional force,
the constitution itself must be amended
which should be approved in a popular
referendum. .

In the context of the fact that the
opposition parties do not control even
a simple majority in parliament, for
their proposals to be adopted with the
required majority, it would require the
support of a substantial section of the
governing party too. This is likely to
be an unlikely prospect, according po-
litical analysts in Colombo. If the gov-
erning party does not play ball with the
opposition, what then? Recourse to ex-
tra-constitutional means? One has to
wait for the unfolding of events?

@ TULF Taken to Task

The Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF) was the target of sharp criti-
cism from LTTE circles for its stand
on the no confidence motion proposed
by the UNP. In explaining statement
issued by the party, the TULF’s senior
vice president V Anadansanagari said
on 11 May that his party would not sup-
port the opposition’s move to bring a
no-confidence motion against the gov-
ernment at this juncture. “After years
of waiting, finally we are seeing some
rays of hope of peace talks. We do not
want to be blamed for scuttling the
peace talks by upsetting the set-up. It
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seems that the government has finally
realised the importance of a negotiated
settlement. Though there is some con-
fusion over the stand taken by the LTTE
on the matter, we hope that the clouds
will be cleared soon, adding that he had
serious doubts about the no-confidence
motion coming into effect as “it is fool-
ish for the United National Party as a
responsible opposition to bring such a
motion to coincide with the peace
talks”.

However, he did not rule out possi-
bilities of the TULF reconsidering the
decision if things became gloomy gain.
“As for now, we have no idea of sup-
porting the motion, but if the govern-
ment suddenly changes its stance and
focuses only on the war again, then that
is another matter,” he said.

The TULF has five members in

Parliament without which it would be

difficult for the UNP to muster the re-
quired votes to defeat the government.

The TULF statement issued by its
Secretary-General, R Sampanthan,
said, “The present is the most oppor-
tune time for the evolution of a just
durable and peaceful solution to the
Tamil National question. The vast ma-
jority of all people in the country (in
particular, the Tamil people in the
North-East who have borne the brunt
of the war) are yearning for peace, and
very much desire that they should not
continue to be subjected to the suffer-
ing and hardship inflicted onthem by a
continuing war. The Norwegian gov-
ernment at the invitation of the Sri
Lankan Government, with the consent
of the L.T.T.E. continues to play an
effective role towards the negotiation
of an acceptable political settlement.
The search for peace has the fullest sup-
port of the International Community,
which has greatly contributed towards
the strengthening of the peace process.
This is the first time since the Indian
initiative in the 1980’s, that a historic
opportunity has presented itself for a
just and durable peaceful resolution of
the Tamil National Question through
negotiations. he TULF considers it
most regrettable that smooth progress
towards the commencement of nego-
tiations has been impeded by certain
events. The TULF states that the
launching of the “Agni Kheela I” mili-
tary offensive by the Government For-
ces on the 25th April, in the Jaffna pe-
ninsula, was a monumental military

misadventure which only entailed the
loss of over 600 precious lives, and
grievous to many more other hundreds
of young persons on both sides. Such
tragic military exercises in futility can
only disrupt the meaningful search for
a peaceful solution to the Tamil Na-
tional question and cause greater suf-
fering and hardship to the Tamil civil-
ian populace.

“The TULF strongly holds the view
that the conduct of serious negotiations
while continuing to fight a fierce war,
is an unrealistic proposition and can-
not end in success. The TULF strongly
appeals to both sides to the military
conflict, to bring all military operations
to an end, and constructively engage
them in the negotiation of a just and
durable peaceful resolution to the Tamil
National question.

“The TULF appreciates the reitera-
tion of the continued commitment of
both the Government and the LTTE. To
the pursuit of the Norwegian initiative.
The TULF appeals to both the Govern-
ment and the LTTE to extend their full-
est support to the Norwegian initiative
so that early constructive negotiations
could commence.

“The TULF calls upon the Govern-
ment and the main opposition party the
United National Party (UNP) to recog-
nise that the Sri Lankan State is prima-
rily responsible for the outbreak of the
current violent conflict, which has in-
flicted immense suffering and hardship
on the Tamil people and that it behoves
the Sri Lankan Government and the
main opposition party the UNP to take
every possible step to facilitate the com-
mencement of a constructive dialogue
that would end the conflict within the
framework upon the basis of which the
Norwegian initiative has commenced.”

No sooner the TULF statement was
published, it came under fire from the
Tamil Congress and LTTE circles for
its refusal to support the UNP-initiated
no-confidence motion against the gov-
ernment amid suggestions the TULF
had urged Britain to proscribe the
LTTE earlier this year.

“There is no connection between
the no confidence motion against Chan-
drika government and peace talks with
Liberation Tigers. By trying to show
that there is a link, TULF is trying to
protect Chandrika government,” the All
Ceylon Tamil Congress (ACTC) leader
and Jaffna District Member of Parlia-

ment, Appapillai Vinayagamoorthy
told reporters.

“So far TULF has been covertly
supporting the Chandrika government,
now they have shown it publicly,” he
charged.

In an editorial comment, the ‘Tamil
Guardian’ (16 May) was more scath-
ing in its attack on the TULF: “The
TULF has, quite rightly, come under
strong criticism from the other Tamil
parties for yet again demonstrating a
mercenary trait. Fear of losing its hand-
ful of seats in Jaffna has reportedly
motivated the party leadership to shirk
from challenging the government. ....

“The core of its voter support is pri-
marily in the eastern province, where
its activists and leaders have consist-
ently adopted a pro-armed struggle line.
Therefore, if the party fears loss of its
seats in Jaffna, its refusal to oppose the
government alongside the UNP at this
juncture, will inevitably result in a self-
fulfilling prophecy.

“The revival of the TULF’s fortunes
in recent times had reflected the faith
amongst its disillusioned supporters
that the party had turned the page on
its past characterised by cringing be-
fore Sinhala-dominated governments.

“The TULF has a less than honour-
able past, marked from the late seven-
ties by the betrayal of Tamil political
aspirations for the personal betterment
of its leaders.

“The ascendancy of the Tamil
armed movements was also matched by
the TULF’s fall from grace not only as
aresult of popular Tamil anger Colom-
bo’s refusal to accommodate their po-
litical aspirations but also the party’s
readiness to collaborate with the gov-
ernment’s politico-military strategies.
The party had drifted so far from its
founding ideals, its name had become
wholly inappropriate.

“The TULF’s hypocritical justifica-
tion for its stance this week was that
this was ‘an opportune moment’ for
peace, and that unity between the UNP
and the ruling People’s Alliance (PA)
should be the order of the day. ....

“The party’s prevarication on the
no-confidence motion has demon-
strated yet again, the yawning gap be-
tween its activists, who campaign amo-
ngst the Tamil people, and its ageing
leadership, which is more concerned
with its craving for inclusion in gov-
erning circles.
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“Whilst the TULF’s refusal last
year to back President Kumaratunge’s
devolution proposals bolstered the par-
ty’s stock amongst the Tamils, it also
earned its leadership the President’s ire.
The TULF’s cowardice this weekend
will inevitably damage the former with-
out assuaging the latter.

“The TULF’s leadership is at a
crossroads. It can stand and face the
government with popular Tamil senti-
ment behind it, or it can continue the
party’s ignominious tradition of plac-
ing self-interests before those the Tamil
people. An opportune moment indeed.
The Tamil people watch with consid-
erable interest.”

These harsh criticisms of the TULF
provoked reports in the Colombo me-
dia alleging that the LTTE was putting
pressure on the TULF to vote in sup-
port of the UNP-sponsored no confi-
dence motion to bring down the present
government. They said that at present
the TULF was in a dilemma caught be-
tween its own better judgement and the
LTTE which somehow wants to bring
down President Kumaratunga’s gov-
ernment. One report said, “The party
is stuck in a political quagmire unable
to devise a strategy to face the situa-
tion. If it supports the UNP, then it will
be accused of scuttling the peace moves
and if it backs the government, it will
earn the wrath of the LTTE.”

Following this blistering attack, the
TULF leadership would appear to have
undergone a abrupt change of heart and
issued a statement which said, “The
TULF therefore earnestly calls upon the
Government in consultation with the
Norwegian special envoy to take a fa-
vourable decision early in regard to ter-
minating the proscription of the LTTE,
thereby removing a major hurdle to the
commencement of negotiations.”

MP V. Ananda Sangari, acting
leader of the party, said that the TULF
had always insisted on lifting the ban
on the LTTE, adding “We had even
suggested that if the government had
any difficulty in view of the fact that it
had gone around the world asking every
country to proscribe the LTTE, in such
an event we suggested lifting of the ban
in a limited way if necessary and per-
suade the LTTE to accept it by giving
in to some of the other demands of the
LTTE.” Q

NEWS REVIEW

® °‘BAN, A MAJOR
HURDLE’'SAYS LTTE

May 18 - The Liberation Tigers said
in a statement from Friday 18 May that
Sri Lanka’s ban on their organisation
“has become the major hurdle for the
initiation of peace talks” out of three
factors as pre-requisite necessary steps,
the other two being “removing the eco-
nomic blockade in the Tamil homeland”
and “declaring of an indefinite cease-
fire”. Giving details of the discussions
between the Norwegian delegation and
members of the LTTE’s Central comm-
ittee, the movement said in-a statement
from the Vanni Secreterait that “The
international community should under-
stand that we cannot participate in peace
talks as an illegal, criminal entity with
a distorted false label as ‘terrorists’.”

The LTTE’s press release said that
the “Norwegian delegates comprising of
Mr. Erik Solheim, the Special Envoy
for Sri Lanka, Mr. Jon Westborg, the
Norwegian Ambassador in Colombo,
Ms. Kjersti Tromsdal, an executive of-
ficer of the Norwegian Foreign Minis-
try met the LTTE delegates in Mallawi
yesterday. The talks lasted for five hours
from 3p.m to 8p.m. The LTTE deleg-
ates consisted of Mr. Tamil Chelvan, the
head of the political section, two other
Central Committee members Mr. Nade-
san and Tamilenthi, the head of the po-
litical administration Mr. Thangan, and
two other officials of the political wing
Mr. Pulithevan and Mr. George.”

Explaining the position of the LTTE
with regard to peace talks Mr. Tamil
Chelvan said that the proscription of the
Liberation Tigers in Sri Lanka has be-
come the major hurdle for the initiation
of peace talks and the LTTE would
never take part in the talks as a banned,
illegal, terrorist organisation.

“It is wrong to assume the LTTE is
deliberately procrastinating the peace
talks. We always requested the Sri Lan-
kan State to create a congenial climate
conducive for talks. We have consist-
ently pleaded for the removal of the
blockade on food, medicine and other
essential items in Tamil areas and cre-
ate a condition of normalcy. We have

always insisted that we cannot partici-
pate in peace negotiations while engag-
ing in a bloody war. Furthermore, we
wish to enter political negotiations with
Sri Lanka as the authentic, legitimate
representatives of our people for which
the proscription on our organisation
should be lifted. These are not demands
or preconditions for talks but rather pre-
requisite necessary steps to create the
very foundation for political negotia-
tions. The international community
should understand that we cannot par-
ticipate in peace talks as an illegal,
criminal entity with a distorted false la-
bel as ‘terrorists’. Our liberation move-
ment cannot be equated with other rebel
groups who participated in peace talks
as proscribed organisations. We have
fought a liberation war for more than
two decades and have a standard con-
ventional army and a mass of territory
under our administrative control. The
historical conditions of our struggle are
unique and cannot be compared to IRA,
PLO and other rebel groups in north-
east India. It is the collective aspiration
of our people that the ban on our libera-
tion organisation should be lifted. If.Sri
Lanka wants peace and a permanent
resolution of the ethnic conflict, it
should not hesitate to remove the ban
as the Tamil people’s demand”, Mr.
Tamil Chelvan explained to the Norwe-
gian delegates.

The Norwegian proposal of the
‘Memorandum of Understanding’ was
also discussed. The LTTE delegates
suggested certain alterations in the docu-
ment. The Tamil Tigers also emphasised
the importance of cease-fire for the im-
plementation of the MOU and for the
commencement of talks. No agreement
was reached at this discussion. Both
parties agreed to continue the delibera-
tions at a later date. The Norwegian del-
egates left for Colombo early in this
morning,” the press release said.

@® THE BUG WITH
A POLITICAL MESSAGE
May 18 - Hundreds of companies
worldwide have fallen prey to another
mass-mailing computer-bug called
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‘Mawanella’, named after the Sri Lan-
kan village where clashes between the
majority Sinhalese and minority Mus-
lims recently occurred. The bug carried
a message protesting the attacks on
Muslims, but did no real damage besides
clogging networks with e-mail, the re-
port by CNET News.com said.

The bug had mainly affected com-
panies in Australia and Europe, Vincent
Gullotto, director of the antivirus emer-
gency response team at security com-
pany Network Associates, was quoted
by CNET as saying.

“We got lots of reports coming in
throughout Europe within a two or
three-hour period,” he said. “While it’s
blasted Europe, it’s been spotty in the
U.s.”

In total, Network Associates recei-
ved more than 100 reports of virus infec-
tions from companies worldwide. Cli-
ents of Network Associates rival Syma-
ntec, the antivirus software maker, sub-
mitted a similar number of reports,
Symantec said.

The bug comes attached to an e-mail
message disguised as a note from a frie-
nd or colleague. When opened on a sys-
tem with Microsoft Outlook installed,
the attachment—Mawanella.vbs—
sends a copy of itself to every entry in
the address book.

After the mass mailing, the virus
will bring up a dialog box with the mes-
sage: “Mawanella is one of the Sri Lan-
ka’s Muslim Village. This brutal inci-
dent happened here 2 Moslem Mosques
& 100 Shops are burnt. I hate this inci-
dent, What about you? I can destroy
your computer. [ didn’t do that because
I am a peace-loving citizen.”

The message appears on every Win-
dows 9x, NT and 2000 machine infected
by the virus, even if Outlook is not in-
stalled.

“It’s one of the ones that is socio-
political; I’m not sure if there has ever
been one from Sri Lanka, but it’s typi-
cal,” said Vincent Weafer, director of
Symantec’s antivirus research center. “It
is someone who wants to get a message
out.” “I do expect that this one will have
a fairly short life,” he said.

® ADDRESSING LTTE
PRE-REQUISITES
A group of peace activists have
urged the Government and the LTTE to

commence peace talks without any ob-
stacle being permitted to delay or de-
rail them. They have also asked the Gov-
ernment to address the LTTE’s ‘pre-reqg-
uisites’ as part of confidence building
measures to enable talks.

In their statement they say: “The
peace process is reported to be at an
impasse with the LTTE setting out three
pre-requisites to be met by the govern-
ment prior to the commencement of
peace talks. These pre-requisites are the
lifting of the government’s ban on i,
the lifting of the economic embargo on
territories controlled by it and a formal
declaration of a permanent ceasefire by
the government. We, the undersigned
organisations, have advocated uncondi-
tional peace talks between the two sides
with third party assistance and confi-
dence-building measures. We continue
to hold that the commencement of peace
talks between the government and
LTTE should be given the highest pri-
ority with no obstacle being permitted
to delay or derail them.

We regret that the government failed
to reciprocate the LTTE’s goodwill ges-
ture of an unilateral ceasefire for four
months, We see it as a lost opportunity
for a mutually satisfactory peace proc-
ess to have developed. The recent as-
sassination attempt on the leader of the
LTTE’s political wing, S P Thamilche-
lvan, demonstrates the urgent need for
confidence-building measures to assure
the LTTE that the peace process will
bring tangible benefits.

Accordingly we call on the govern-
ment to address the three pre-requisites
of the LTTE in the spirit of a confi-
dence-building exercise without which
peace talks are unlikely to commence
at all. In particular we see the govern-
ment’s ban on the LTTE as no longer
relevant, when it is hoping to sit with it
at the negotiating table in a spirit of
equality and give and take. We note in
this context that the government has
encouraged religious and foreign dig-
nitaries to meet with the LTTE which
further confirms the irrelevancy of the
ban. We urge the two parties to recog-
nise each other’s legitimacy for the pur-
pose of getting the peace talks off the
ground.

We also call on the LTTE to pre-
pare their proposed framework of posi-
tions and principles which can be used

by the Norwegian peace envoys to fa-
cilitate a negotiated settlement. By their
very nature the political negotiations
that both sides are preparing for imply
a willingness to be flexible. For the
peace process to be ultimately success-
ful, each side needs to see it as a shared
project in which flexibility and compro-
mise are of the essence.”

The signatories to this statement are:
E.P. Nanayakkara, Association of Rela-
tives of Servicemen Missing in Action,
Kelaniya; Visaka Dharmadasa, Associa-
tion of War Affected Women, Kandy;
Shyama Ratnayake, Children and Na-
ture, Kandy; Shanthi Sachitanandam,
National Peace Council, Colombo;
B.A.S. Sufyan, Northern Muslims Rig-
hts Organisation, Puttalam; Samson
Jayasinghe, Sama Sevaya, Anuradha-
pura;D.D.N.C. Wimalaratne, Rural and
Community Development Cooperation,
Wadduwa.,

® BATTLELOST
TO AID TALKS!

In preparing for a demonstration and
picket outside the Sri Lanka High Com-
misston in London, the UK branch of
the ultra-nationalist Sihala Urumaya
(SU) distributed a document world-wide
which alleged that the recent military
operation, “Agni Kheela”, undertaken
by the army in Jaffna was deliberately
lost sacrificing the life of 300 soldiers
so that the defeat could be used as an
excuse by the Government to begin tatks
with the LTTE.

“There is a strong suspicion that the
Agni keela operation was purposely lost
with the connivance of the top army
officials, so that it could be used as an
excuse to begin the talks. 300 soldiers
were killed, 1800 wounded, most lost
limbs. None of the sophisticated and
stand off weapons such as MBRLS were
used during the operation” alleged the
document prepared and distributed by
UK branch of SU.

Having been apprised of the allega-
tions against the “top generals” con-
tained in the document, it is learnt that,
in a confidential internal letter, the SU
leader and Secretary General Thilak
Karunaratne asked the UK branch to
make, before distribution, corrections to
the document removing all references
of accusations against the ‘top gener-
als’ and substituting them with allega-
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tions against a “Political General” as he
was responsible for the debacle of “Agni
Kheela” which resulted with a death of
300 government soldiers.

Mr. Karunaratne, writing from Co-
Jombo, also blasted the government for
the whole debacle, in the letter addre-
ssed to Mr. Dhammika Mawella of the
UK branch. “We certainly do not think
that our heroic armed forces will delib-
erately lose any battle sacrificing invalu-
able lives, disabling many more and
expending valuable military hardware.
The reference to top army officials in-
cluding General Anton Wijendra is un-
fair to say the least. We blame the gov-
ernment and “the Political General” for
this debacle but not the professional
soldiers who are doing their utmost to
save the motherland from the cancer of
LTTE terrorism,” SU leader said in his
letter.

® ‘TIME TO TRANSLATE
CRY FOR PEACE
INTO REALITY’

A peace group comprising some of
Sri Lanka’s intellectuals has called for
an immediate ceasefire on the war front
and talks between the Government and
the LTTE.

The peace support group of the Cen-
tre for Policy Alternatives said the dis-
astrous consequences of the recent op-
eration Agni Khiela provided yet an-
other indication that a military solution
would only lead to a bloody stalemate.

“In this context, we regret the deci-
sion of the Government to allow the
truce to lapse at the end of the 5-day
period and to launch an all out ground
offensive. We also regret the LTTE’s
decision to allow its unilateral cease-fire
to lapse on April 24. The present situa-
tion can easily lead to an intractable
impasse and the de-railing of peace ini-
tiatives on which peace-loving peoples
on both sides of the ethnic divide have
pinned their hopes.

“We strongly feel that the Govern-
ment has the primary responsibility
now, in initiating a process leading to 2
full-fledged ceasefire and cessation of
hostilities with the good offices of Nor-
wegian facilitation. Since the LTTE has
already stipulated the need for a cease-
fire, the prospects for a mutually recip-
rocated cessation of hostilities could be
put in place immediately. The draft pro-

posals for the necessary monitoring
mechanisms of the ceasesfire and ces-
sation of hostilities, arising out of Nor-
wegian facilitation, can then be acti-
vated by mutual consent.

“As peace initiatives relating to in-
ternal armed conflicts elsewhere have
shown us, the de-proscription of an anti-
State movement inevitably takes place
with advances made at the negotiation
table. In this, the LTTE has the primary
responsibility to ensure that the issue of
the ban is treated as a negotiable de-
mand, along with other political and
humanitarian demands, and not as a
non-negotiable pre- condition for com-
mencement of peace talks. “It is time
to translate the anguished cry for peace
of the Peoples of this country into a re-
ality,” said the statement signed by
Sunila Abeysekera, Sunanda Deshap-
riya, Rohan Edirisinha, Paikiasothy
Saravanamuttu and Javid Yusuf.

® MAWANELLA: LSSP
CALLS FOR PROBE

The LSSP has called on the govern-
ment to appoint a Commission of In-
quiry into the Mawanella incident with
terms of reference wide enough to cover
the allegation that area politicians had
been in league with the hoodlums who
initiated the events.

The LSSP, a constituent member of
the government, said it appreciates the
steps promptly taken by the President
to ensure that the events which had taken
place in Mawanella from the 30th April
to the 2nd of May did not spread com-
munal tension in the rest of the coun-
try. The events at Maradana on the
following Friday was proof that inter-
ested parties were exploiting the unfor-
tunate events in Mawanella in order to
create disorder in the rest of the coun-
try.
The LSSP had a fact finding team
headed by Professor Tissa Vitharane on
an on the spot study of the happenings.
We are surprised that despite the devel-
oping friction in the area the police had
taken no steps to defuse the situation.
Part of the vehemence of feeling was
created by the local police by their acts
of commission and omission.

What is equally surprising is that no
politician had intervened to restore or-
der and peace despite the presence in
the District of several PA politicians

who had been chosen as representatives
of the people in various political bod-
ies.

The Report to the LSSP is that when
Provincial Counsellor Sirisena Raja-
pakse who resides in the Kegalle town
alerted the Chief Minister on the dan-
gerous situation that had developed on
the 2nd of May these were denied by
the political authorities in the Mawa-
nella Pradesiya Sabha when they were
consulted. It is this kind of deliberate
indifference by political representatives
to the plight of the people of Mawanella
that has made them cast suspicion on
the politicians themselves.

The LSSP is aware that both Mus-
lims and Sinhalese have suffered from
these events and it extends to all of them
its sympathies. But the LSSP which has
had a long enduring political presence
in the Kegalle district will be failing in
its responsibility to the people if it does
not mention the clear fact that it is the
Muslim people that had suffered most
as the events unfolded.

It is from the Muslim owned “Bake
House” that the hoodlums who started
the events on the 30th April attempted
to extort money. It was a Muslim per-
son that the hoodlums punished for non
compliance. Amir who was this victim
was taken to the center of the town and
tied to a post there and cut with a razor
in his face and chest. With two police-
men too present there the hoodlums
challenged the people to free the victim
if they dared to think that they could.
Most of the business premises that were
damaged were of Muslims. The dead
person and those who were injured were
Muslims.

In the failure of the police to arrest
and produce in Court the miscreants of
the 30th April the Muslim population
that suffered the indignity and humilia-
tion of the previous day were helpless.
They had no alternative but to picket for
justice.

The police did not attempt to pre-
vent the attack on the picket by a mob
that had descended on the town for this
very purpose. In fact the Muslim per-
ception is that the police too had joined
in the attack. The LSSP urges that the
officers seen to be at fault at the various
stages of these events be transferred out
in order to restore normalcy in the area.

As it is reported that the police have
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already arrested some persons on their
alleged involvement in the damage
caused to the mosques we do not want
to comment on this, We are glad that
the President has taken action to repair
the damage and compensate the dead
and the injured.

The widely prevalent impression is
that the hoodlums and the police would
not have acted so outrageously if they
had not the protection of the politicians.
This feeling has to be met not by ignor-
ing the charge but by due inquiry into
what is alleged.

® STOP FIGHTING
AND ENTER PEACE
PROCESS - US
May 6 - US Secretary of State Gen-
eral Colin Powell, has reaffirmed the US
Government’s commitment to Sri Lan-
ka’s unity, sovereignty and territorial
integrity and urged the Government of
Sri Lanka and the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to stop fighting
and enter the peace process.
General Colin Powell warmly re-
ceived the Sri Lankan Foreign Minister

Lakshman Kadirgamar at the State De-
partment in Washington DC on 4 May.

During their 45 minutes discussion,
the Foreign Minister briefed the Secre-
tary of State on the current situation in
Sri Lanka and the Government’s resolve
to seck a negotiated political settlement
to the ongoing conflict. The Foreign
Minister stated the commitment of the
Government towards an effective devo-
lution of power, settlement of the eth-
nic issue and the detailed steps taken
towards this end. The relevance of the
facilitation process undertaken by Nor-
way, with the aim of bringing the par-
ties to the negotiating table was empha-
sised.

Secretary Powell expressed appre-
ciation of Sri Lanka’s efforts to resolve
the ethnic question within the country’s
democratic framework. While reaffirm-
ing the US Government’s rejection of a
separate state and its consistent policy
of support for the territorial integrity and
sovereignty of Sri Lanka, the Secretary
of State expressed hope that a cessation
ofhostilities would be arranged and that,
for its part, the Government of Sri Lanka

would do all it could to assure that the
conflict would be brought to a close.

@® CANADIAN HC
MEETS THAMIL CHELVAM

May 2 The Canadian High Commis-
sion in a press release confirmed that
High Commissioner Ruth Archibald had
a meeting with LTTE political wing
leader Thamil Chelvam during her visit
to the Wanni on 1 May.

The press release stated that the
meeting between High Commissioner
Archibald and Thamil Chelvam and
other representatives of the local author-
ity provided an opportunity to commu-
nicate directly to all parties to the con-
flict in Sri Lanka, Canada’s desire for
peace and the belief that the fighting
must stop.

“Canadian High Commissioner
Ruth Archibald completed a long sched-
uled visit to the Wanni area of Sri Lanka
on Tuesday, May 1. The principal pur-
pose of the visit, which was organised
through the appropriate authorities of
the Government of Sri Lanka, was to
visit programs funded by the Canadian
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government through the Canadian In-
ternational Development Agency CIDA
and implemented through International
Non-Government Agencies.

Ms Archibald visited projects imple-
mented by the Canadian Red Cross,
CANCROSS delegated by the ICRC.
The project aims at strengthening the
capacity of the Sri Lankan Red Cross
and enables it to provide five mobile
health teams and 26 Primary Health
Centres that supplement the reduced
capacity of the government health care
system in that region. Ms. Archibald met
project workers in Puthukudiyiruppi and
with a project doctor and health care
workers at one of the centres.

The High Commissioner also toured
the medical unit at Mallawi, which, with
programming provided by Medecins
Sans Frontiers (Holland), funded up to
40% by the Canadian International De-
velopment Agency, now provides three
additional units for surgical, obstetric/
gynecologys and paediatric cases, to the
two managed by the government. This
medical unit provides the only referral
point in the entire region functions as a
de facto hospital.

The High Commissioner was also
able to visit projects implemented by
CARE, also funded by CIDA, which
demonstrated the success of CARE’s
Food Security Project in providing train-
ing and extension services for small far-
mer groups as well as savings and credit
programs for small community groups
of women that enabled them to increase
their food security as well as to gener-
ate additional income.

The tour enabled the Canadian mis-
sion to discuss the current humanitar-
ian situation with international agencies
working in the Wanni, including the
International Committee of the Red
Cross which also receives financial sup-
port from Canada.

The visit was one of a series of pe-
riodic visits undertaken by representa-
tives of the Canadian government to
evaluate the effectiveness of the hu-
manitarian assistance provided through
Canadian support as well as allowing
Canadian diplomats to gain a first hand
assessment of the conflict and current
prospects for peace.

The High Commissioner met with
Mr. Thamil Chelvam and other repre-
sentatives of the local authority. The

meeting provided an opportunity to
communicate directly, and to all parties
to the conflict in Sri Lanka, Canada’s
desire for peace and belief that the fight-
ing must stop.

The Government of Canada believes
strongly that the conflict can only be
brought to an end through a political
settlement and is fully supportive of ef-
forts of the Government of Norway to
encourage this process”.

® SURESH APPEAL.:

A CANADIAN TEST CASE

ON DEPORTATION

Manickavasagam Suresh appeal
against the judgement of the Federal
Court of Appeal is coming before the
Supreme Court of Canada for hearing
on May 22,2001. The appeal is against
the judgement of the Federal Court of
Appeal which upheld orders for Suresh
deportation to Sri Lanka. The appeal is
based on the ground that he would be
tortured and his life is at risk if deported
to Sri Lanka.

Suresh’s case is twinned with the
case of Mansour Ahani, an Iranian, who
also has been accused by the Canadian
government of involvement in terror-
ism. Ahani had admitted to Canadian
officials that he had been trained as a
member of the Iranian secret service,
and government accused him of hav-
ing plotted to kill an Iranian dissident
in Italy on behalf of the Iranian secu-
rity services.Suresh was arrested on
October 18, 1995 on a security certifi-
cate signed by the Minister of Immi-
gration and the Solicitor General of
Canada under Section 40.1 of the Im-
migration Act. He was then incarcer-
ated in Toronto (Don) Jail for 27
months not by a Court of law, but by
an administrative fiat by the above two
Ministers concerned.

The Canadian Security Intelligence
Service (CSIS) claimed Suresh had
been sent to Canada to oversee the cru-
cial Canadian arm of the Tamil Tigers’
global fundraising network. It withheld
his security clearance preventing him
gaining landed immigrant status. He has
not been accused of committing any
crimes in Canada, Sri Lanka or else-
where.

On August 29, 1997 Mr. Justice
Teitelbaum of the Federal Court, Trial
Division rendered judgement against

Manickavasagam Suresh, a Tamil ac-
tivist and Co-ordinator of the World
Tamil Movement. After 52 days of
hearing in 1997 the Federal Court Judge
merely endorsed the decision of the
Ministers by stating “ The role of the
Court is not to substitute its decision
for that of the Minister and the Solici-
tor General of Canada, nor is it to find
that they were correct in their assess-
ment of the evidence presented to
them.... I am here to determine whether
there exists sufficient evidence for me
to conclude as to the reasonableness of
the Certificate signed by the Ministers.
It is not to determine the Ministers were
correct in their assessment of the evi-
dence. From the evidence presented to
me both in camera and in public, it was
reasonable for the Ministers to conclude
that Mr.Suresh is a person inadmissi-
ble into Canada.”

The Federal Court Judge agreed
Suresh was “a dedicated and trusted
member in a leadership position with”
the LTTE.

A deportation order was issued in
1997, but Suresh remained in the coun-
try as legal appeals were launched. The
Supreme  Court ruled that
Manickavasagam Suresh, a recognized
convention refugee from Sri Lanka,
could proceed with his appeal against
the Federal Court of Appeal judgement
before it. ’

In upholding orders for his depor-
tation, the Federal Court of Appeal said
last January that those who raise money
for terrorism are as culpable as those
who actually plant a bomb. It said that
Suresh should be returned to Sri Lanka
irrespective of the consequences. Jus-
tice Joseph Robertson in his judgement
citing evidence that Canada is home to
more international terrorist groups than
any other country in the world said, “I
cannot accept the ... argument that the
right under international law to be se-
cure against torture is absolute and
binding on Canada ...... To the extent
that Canada is not already a haven for
terrorists, the government has a legiti-
mate right to ensure that it does not
become such.”

Canada signed a 1987 convention
forbidding deportation to a country
where there were “substantial grounds”
for believing a person would be in dan-
ger of torture. Robertson ruled that this
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right was not absolute and did not bind
Canada if it conflicted with domestic
law.

The Supreme Court, hearing the
cases on May 22, will consider claims
from the refugees’ lawyer that the Im-
migration Act violates the country’s
1982 Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

The issues coming up for argument
before the Supreme Court are funda-
mental to the protection of human rights
under the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms and UN Conventions
Against Torture. The issues are:

(a) Whether the principles of a free
and democratic society allow sending
a Convention refugee to a country
which may torture him;

(b) Whether the procedural protec-
tion in place for a determination under
section 53 of the Immigration Act bars
constitutional scrutiny;

(c) Whether a person can be de-
ported solely on the basis of a lawful
political activity in support of a national
liberation movement is protected ex-
pression; and

(d) Whether the right to freedom of
association in this context can be
claimed by a non-citizen.

No less than eight interests groups,
including Amnesty International, Bar
Association of Canada, Canadian
Council for Refugees, Federation of
Association of Canadian Tamils
(FACT) and the Canadian Arab Fed-
eration are challenging the ruling of the
Federal Court Appeal.Suresh’s lawyers
plan to argue that Manickavasagam
Suresh, alleged to be a member of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, can-
not be deported because the country is
bound by international conventions
against torture. David Matas, the Win-
nipeg immigration lawyer representing
the bar association, said the government
must protect people from torture re-
gardless of whether they are terrorists,
war criminals or even torturers them-
selves. “Our position is the obligation
not to return is absolute and there is no
exception.” The position is similar to
that being taken by other interveners in
the case, all of which oppose Suresh
deportation. This will be the first time
that the Supreme Court of Canada has
been asked to consider these issues and
rule on them. Whether Suresh will get
deported to Sri Lanka now depends on
Supreme Court’s ruling. 0

Dr Jehan Perera

I n focussing attention upon the peace
process in Sri Lanka, it has been

easy to put aside the need to obtain
opposition UNP support for it. Gener-
ally the call for peace is addressed to
the government and LTTE, whether by
local civic organisations or by foreign
governments. The most recent call by
the US government for a cessation of
hostilities and peace talks was likewise
addressed to these two main parties.
One reason is that it is easier to focus
attention on two variables rather than
three. Another reason is that the UNP
opposition has so far not been a major
obstructing factor where the peace
process is concerned.

The period after the 1994 elections
has been markedly different from the
period that came before in terms of the
ethnic conflict. It has had a government
leadership that has been consistent in
its analysis that there is indeed an eth-
nic conflict in the country that needs a
political solution. It has also had an op-
position UNP leadership that has been
consistent in not whipping up commu-
nal passions for the sake of narrow po-
litical advantage. This is not only re-
flective of the improved state of con-
sciousness of the country’s political
leadership with regard to the ethnic
conflict. It also reflects the changes that
have taken place within the conscious-
ness of the masses of people who have
seen the ill effects of the politics of
nationalism and tend to shy away from
those who continue to advocate it.

Despite these two immensely posi-
tive features, however, it is a self evi-
dent truth that the civil war stemming
from the ethnic conflict has got aggra-
vated since 1994. The government has
publicly accepted and reiterated the po-
sition that there is an ethnic conflict in
the country. But it has sought to resolve
it on its own terms rather than through
a genuine process of dialogue and com-
promise with those leading the separa-
tist rebellion.

On the other hand, the mainstream

opposition leadership has refrained
from mobilising communal sentiment
to its side. But it has also held back from
actively supporting the government to
resolve the ethnic conflict, for instance,
in its reluctance to support the govern-
ment-led constitutional reform process.
Certainly, both of these negative fea-
tures above are understandable when
viewed from the perspective of the gov-
ernment and UNP respectively. It is the
nature of those who head an elected
government to resist negotiating with
their rivals for power within the coun-
try on a basis of equality and respect.
So long as the elected heads of govern-
ment see themselves as rulers and not
as servants of the people it is inevita-
ble that they will seek to unilaterally
impose their will on their opponents.

In tandem with this perception
among ruling politicians is the percep-
tion of opposition politicians. So long
as opposition politicians sees them-
selves as the government-in-waiting in
a competitive political system, they will
hesitate at taking measures that might
help the government in power to solve
the problems it faces. Instead they will
tend to undermine the government in
power and make its task of governing
the country more difficult. But should
it not be country before political party?
This is the dilemma that the current
UNP leadership faces.

Commitment
to National Interest

It is to the credit of the UNP’s
present leadership that it has held back
those sections of the party that would
use the ethnic conflict to mobilise na-
tionalist sentiment against the govern-
ment’s peace initiatives. As the recent
anti-Muslim violence in Mawanella and
subsequent Muslim violence in Co-
lombo demonstrated, the country is a
potential powder keg of tension that can
be sparked off in an uncontrollable
manner. The UNP has been extremely
responsible in mobilising the people in
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this context so as not to destabilise the
entire country.

The UNP should commit itself to
not putting its partisan political agen-
das above the national interest. The
spirit of an overriding commitment to
the national interest above all else must
permeate all statements issued by the
party leadership. But this was not the
public message that came out of Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s statement in Oslo a
few weeks ago.

The UNP leader was invited there
obviously to obtain his support for the
Norwegian-brokered peace process.
However, while in Oslo, Ranil Wickre-
masinghe made a bald statement that
the UNP would not give its support to
the government’s efforts to take for-
ward the peace process unless the gov-
ernment agreed to the setting up of the
four independent commissions. There
is no question that setting up independ-
ent commissions for police, public serv-
ice, elections and the judiciary are es-
sential for the good governance of the
country. For instance, the recent out-
break of anti-Muslim violence in
Mawanella and its implications, includ-
ing the loss of life and property, were

of serious concern to democratic gov-
ernance in the country. The violence
appears to have been unleashed against
Muslim traders in the town of Mawa-
nella by mafia associated with high
ranking ruling politicians in the area,
including a minister of the government.
The mafia had apparently been attempt-
ing to extort money from the traders.

It has been alleged that the police
officers on the scene failed in their duty
to halt the mafia for fear of their politi-
cal connections. This incident power-
fully demonstrates the need for an in-
dependent police commission, among
other necessary non-partisan institu-
tions, so that the institutions of the state
can act promptly and without fear or
favour to ensure the rights of all sec-
tions of the people. For peace in Sri
Lanka, people have to be assured that
justice will be done to them. This is the
trust building that is demanded of any
peace process.

UNP leader Ranil Wickreme-
singhe’s concern that the four inde-
pendent commissions are part of any
peace package is understandable in the
context of practical realities prevailing
in Sri Lanka. There must be justice and

good governance not only for the Tamil
people but for all people if Sri Lanka is
to be one country. But the careless man-
ner in which he appeared to hold the
fragile Norwegian-facilitated peace
process hostage to the four independ-
ent commissions in Oslo was not befit-
ting of a national leader. The UNP
needs to find a new language and spirit
to ensure that it is able to coordinate its
own interests as an opposition party
with the larger interests of the country.

Factors Aiding Peace Process

It was ironical that the LTTE felt it
necessary to upbraid the government
recently for making overly optimistic
pronouncements about the peace proc-
ess and the Norwegian role in it. Until
last month, the government was cir-
cumspect about the forward movement
of the peace process, and about the pos-
sibility of reaching even preliminary
agreements with the LTTE. But sud-
denly the dynamics supportive of the
peace process appear to have changed
for the better, at least from the govern-
ment’s side.

1t is nonetheless a great pity that this
change should have taken place after
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over 300 government troops have been
killed, some 2000 injured and billions
of rupees expended in one more effort
at military victory. It is little consola-
tion that the LTTE suffered serious
losses as well in the battle that took
place last April. The peace process
could have commenced in earnest sev-
eral months ago in December last year
when the LTTE first declared its uni-
lateral ceasefire or even as late as Feb-
ruary this year after the British govern-
ment banned them as a terrorist organi-
sation. But the endless pursuit of the
elusive position of strength put paid to
such hopes. The contrast between the
present British leadership and that of
Sri Lanka is instructive in this regard.
British Prime Minister Tony Blair is
expected to lead his government to a
landslide election victory, even bigger
than the previous one. What is notable
about his leadership is that instead of
waiting for problems to grow until they
get too big to handle effectively, he has
moved forward to nip them in the bud,
An example relevant to Sri Lanka
would be the manner in which he an-
ticipated the rise of nationalist forces
in the United Kingdom. Instead of wait-
ing for the people of Scotland and
Wales to rise up and demand autonomy
from the central government, he posi-
tively urged them to take on more pow-
ers of self-government.

When it concerns the ethnic con-
flict, Sri Lanka has had the misfortune
of not having such a visionary leader-
ship. Successive governments have
procrastinated in addressing the prob-
lem, coming up with too little too late
that would satisfy the ethnic minorities.
The ethnic conflict being one that
evokes powerful sentiments and fears
among all sections of people, has in-
duced governments to cater to those of
the ethnic majority which deliver the
bulk of the vote.

However, there are occasions when
events line up in a way that makes ac-
commodation and compromise with the
ethnic minorities essential for a govern-
ment’s survival. The present moment
appears to be one such. The govern-
ment’s recent statements applauding
the Norwegian role in the peace proc-
ess, and calling for it to be hastened,
has much to do with the imperatives of
political survival, The generality of
politicians are in it for the power. Their
sincerity in addressing any national is-
sue is bound up with the prospects of

their survival by either addressing it or
not.

Tremendous Pressure

It is evident that at the present time
the government is under tremendous
pressure from three different directions.
Each of these pressures would induce
the government to hasten the peace
process as the best way to reduce the
adverse consequences that arise from
these pressures.

The first is the continuing down-
ward spiral of the economy and the in-
creasingly harsh conditions that the in-
ternational donor agencies are placing
on the government as conditions for
their aid. These include further increas-
ing the widely impacting goods and
services tax and freezing the salaries of
the public sector despite the substan-
tial rise in the general price level. In
the absence of a peace dividend and the
special flows of foreign aid that will
surely accompany a return to peace, the
government has no choice but to agree
to the harsh conditions imposed on it
by foreign technocrats. Even the Cen-
tral Bank in its most recent annual re-
port has come out strongly calling for
an end to the war if the economy is to
recover. This statement by the Central
Bank is an unprecedented one, as the
Central Bank usually steers clear of any
controversy in which it cannot side with
what the government has been doing.

The second source of pressure on
the government is the threat of LTTE
military action, both within and outside
the north-east, now that the LTTE’s
unilateral ceasefire is at an end. What
the four month ceasefire did was to give
the people, and also the ruling politi-
cians, an inkling of the relief that ac-
companies a lifting of the risk to life
from both terrorist and military actions.
No one wants to go back to a situation
where they feel threatened in their daily
lives.

The third, and perhaps most impor-
tant factor, that is propelling the gov-
ermment towards peace talks with the
LTTE is the prospect of facing a no-
confidence motion from the opposition
UNP. Sections within the UNP, in
keeping with the nature of politicians,
are clearly impatient for power, They
appear to have won the covert support
of some members of the ruling party.
But for the no-confidence motion to
succeed, the support of the Tamil par-
ties in Parliament will be necessary.

It appears that some of the Tamil
parties are sympathetic to the notion of
defeating the PA government in Par-
liament and replacing it with a new one
in which they can hope to play a part.
This would cater to their own self-in.
terest in wielding positions of govern-
mental authority. Further it would sat-
isfy their desire to punish a governmen-
tal leadership that has been extraordi-
narily callous in prosecuting the war
against the LTTE without compunction
to the people whose lives are destroyed
in the process.

Balanced Consideration

But now the Tamil parties have to
take cognisance of the fact that the gov-
ernment appears keen on speedily com-
mencing peace talks and de-escalating
the war even to the point of going in
for a ceasefire. The Tamil parties have
also to take into the balance another
important consideration. Some of the
key individuals in the UNP who are
pressing for an early toppling of the
government via a no-confidence motion
are those who have, on public forums,
challenged the Tamil people to prove
that they have any genuine grievances.
Some of the key rebels against UNP
leader Ranil Wickremesinghe are those
who have said there is no ethnic con-
flict, only a terrorist problem. It is these
rebels who are the driving force. in
pushing the UNP towards trying to pass
the no-confidence motion at this cru-
cial juncture when peace talks between
the government and LTTE seem to be
a handshake away. It is unlikely that
their intention is to deliberately scuttle
the Norwegian-facilitated peace proc-
ess. But any serious political embar-
rassment to the government at this time,
and destabilisation of parliamentary
politics, would probably have that re- .
sult. :

The TULF position appears to be
reasonable in saying that this is the first
time since the Indian mediatory efforts
in the 1980s that an opportunity for:
peace has presented itself. The TULF
has threatened that if the government
did not pursue the path of peace through
dialogue, it would consider supporting
the UNP’s no-confidence motion. The
TULF also stated that it was unreason-
able to have peace talks while continu-
ing to fight a fierce war, The fighting
that took place in April of this year in
the Jaffna peninsula following the gov-
ernment’s military offensive evoked a
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strong negative response even from
countries that have banned the LTTE.
Both the Indian and US governments
expressed their concern at the fighting
and reiterated their belief that there was
no military solution.

The US statement also mentioned
that the fighting needed to cease along
with the commencement of the peace
talks. While the immediate step that
will need to be taken by government
and LTTE would be to use to services
of the Norwegian facilitator to enter
into peace talks, this would require that
the two parties should de-escalate the
fighting as a first step. The LTTE’s
position that there should be a formal
declaration of a ceasefire, rather than
an informal one is reasonable. This is
not the time to be reticent about the
need for a ceasefire, and preferably a
permanent one, after which the strug-
gle for power between the present day
belligerents will be by political means
and without military killings and ter-
rorist assassinations.

Coping With LTTE’s positions

The Norwegian peace envoys five
day visit to Sri Lanka, including a stay

in the LTTE-controlled Wanni, ended
without any significant breakthrough.
The peace process is reported to be
stalled with the LTTE’s insistence on
three “pre-requisites” that need to be
met by the government prior to the
commencement of peace talks. These
pre-requisites have not come as a sur-
prise to the government. The LTTE has
been repeating for several months that
it wants the government to officially
engage in a ceasefire, lift the economic
embargo on LTTE-controlled areas and
lift the ban on it. It was, however,
hoped that the LTTE would compro-
mise on these pre-requisites when it
came to the actual issue of finalising
the dates, venue and agenda of the
peace talks. This hope arose because
of the ambiguity in the LTTE’s own
messages regarding the matter. The
Norwegian peace envoys who were
meeting face-to-face with the LTTE
leadership in the Wanni reported back
that the LTTE was not imposing any
conditions for the talks to begin. On the
other hand, the overseas spokesman for
the LTTE took a more hardline stance
contradicting what the Norwegians

were reporting. There was also another
ambiguity in the LTTE’s statements
that provided an occasion for hope that
the LTTE would not be uncompromis-
ing on the issue of what they consid-
ered to be pre-requisites for peace talks
to commence. This was the imprecise
nature of the terminology used by the
LTTE to describe what they really
wanted. Softer terms such as “pre-reg-
uisites” and “requests” were earnestly
counter-posed to that of “pre-condi-
tions” to describe the LTTE’s position.
But whatever the terms that the LTTE
may use, the LTTE does not seem pre-
pared to come for peace talks unless the
government accommodates their de--
mands.

It is obvious that the government
would have difficulties and concerns
about satisfying these LTTE demands
prior to the commencement of peace
talks. But from a positive perspective
the government can approach this prob-
lem as providing an opportunity for
confidence-building with the Tamil
people and the international community
regarding its pursuit of peace through
negotiations. It must be kept in mind
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that the LTTE is not the only other party
involved in the peace process whose
confidence needs to be gained. There
are other parties involved whose pres-
sure on the LTTE could help to moder-
ate its more extreme positions in the
future. There are indications that the
government is prepared to concede on
two of the pre-requisites, but not on the
third pertaining to lifting the ban on the
LTTE.

There are those who may feel that
lifting the economic embargo on
LTTE-controlled areas would be a ma-
jor concession to the LTTE. But in re-
ality, it is probably not an important
concession that would boost the
LTTE’s military capacity anymore than
it already is. Reports from those who
have been to the LTTE-controlled
Wanni indicate that it already has all
the cement bunkers it needs. Both the
cement and fuel that the government is
reluctant to release would greatly as-
sist civilian life in the Wanni, but would
not significantly add to the LTTE’s
military capacity. Relaxing the eco-
nomic embargo could gain the govern-
ment a measure of goodwill from the
Tamil people.

LTTE Pre-requisites

With regard to the LTTE’s pre-req-
uisite for an official and permanent
ceasefire, it appears that the govern-
ment is prepared to accept an unoffi-
cial and time-bound one. If 5o, the gov-
ernment’s position is not too far off
from that of the LTTE. Whether or not
a ceasefire agreement is declared to be
permanent, such a ceasefire would turn
out to be a time-bound one if either of
the two parties decides to end it or vio-
lates the agreement.

With both the economic embargo
and ceasefire, a problem that the gov-
ernment faces is in facing up to its own
past statements. The government criti-
cised the opposition UNP’s election
time pledges on these two counts. In
particular, the government took the po-
sition that it would only enter into peace
talks with the LTTE while waging war
against it. This impractical proposition
has now come back to embarrass the
government. It is the LTTE’s position
that military operations and peace talks
cannot go hand in hand that has pre-
vailed. Recently even the United States
took the position that the hostilities
must cease and talks begin. The third
pre-requisite of the LTTE that the gov-

ernment’s ban on it be lifted is one that
goes to the heart of the government’s
previous strategy to end the ethnic con-
flict by marginalising and weakening
the LTTE. The ban became the govern-
ment’s most formidable weapon to
marginalise and weaken the LTTE in-
ternationally. The government was able
to use the growing international antipa-
thy to terrorist and separatist organisa-
tions to put the LTTE on the defensive
in many countries that had accommo-
dated it. It was probably the govern-
ment’s success in getting the LTTE
banned in the United Kingdom earlier
this year that forced the LTTE to re-
think its own overall strategy.

The government needs to be satis-
fied that its earlier strategy to ban the
LTTE bore fruit by the very fact that it
put pressure on the LTTE to agree to
join the peace process. Further, the gov-
ernment’s decision to revoke the ban
on the LTTE is unlikely to lead other
countries such as the United States, the
United Kingdom and India to immedi-
ately revoke their bans on the LTTE.
These countries banned the LTTE for
reasons of their own, and not because
the Sri Lankan government was plead-
ing with them to do it. In the case of
the United States and the United King-
dom, the bans on the LTTE were part
of a systematic approach in which a
large number of other organisations
were also banned as being terrorist. It
is unlikely that either of these two coun-
tries, pre-occupied as they are with
many other problems of a global na-
ture, will wish to mobilise their parlia-
ments to swiftly act on the LTTE one
way or the other. If the government
does lift the ban on the LTTE there is
no doubt that its campaign to have the
LTTE banned in other countries will
have to be curtailed. The government
is likely to see this as a weakening of
its bargaining position with the LTTE.
But the government cannot reasonably
expect to continue lobbying other coun-
tries to ban the LTTE at a time it is en-
gaged in peace talks with it. Henceforth
the government’s strategy with regard
to the LTTE has to be to include it as a
partner in the peace process rather than
to exclude it.

Highest Priority

From the point of view of those
committed to the peace process the
commencement of peace talks between
the government and LTTE would be a

matter of the highest priority, and no
obstacle should be permitted to provide
an excuse or reason not to engage in
them. Given the LTTE’s apparently -
fixed position, it will be necessary for
the government to find the way to ad-
dress the three pre-requisites of the
LTTE without which the peace talks
may not commence at all.

The LTTE’s uncompromising atti-
tude possibly reflects the military na-
ture of the organisation, which has up
to now endeavored to physically elimi-
nate all opposition to it. The LTTE’s
negotiation strategy of making de-
mands and refusing to budge from them
is not likely to be conducive to the long
term viability of the peace process. By
their very nature political negotiations
imply flexibility and compromise. They
are based on the premise that neither
side has the whole of justice and truth
with it. The problem for the LTTE is
that it has bred a generation of cadre
who believe that they have the whole
of justice and truth behind them. The
recent assassination attempt against the
head of the LTTE’s political wing, S.
P. Thamilchelvan, when he was on his
way to meet with the Norwegian peace
envoys points to the possible cracks and
divisions in the LTTE’s own command
structure regarding the peace process.

Unless and until the peace process
is seen as bringing the LTTE some sub-
stantial tangible benefits, its is unlikely
that the LTTE and even its supreme
leader Velupillai Prabakaran can be
seen to be comfortable with the peace
talks. The constraints on the LTTE
leadership that has sacrificed a genera-
tion if not more to the concept of an
independent Tamil state cannot be un-
der-estimated. They will be under pres-
sure to demonstrate gains without com-
promises from the peace process to
their rank and file. Both sides need to
be aware of each other’s constraints and
limitations. To the extent that the peace
process is a shared project of the gov-
ernment and LTTE, they need to assist
the other out of those problems rather
than seek to exploit them. Undoubtedly
the government has many problems of
its own in meeting the three pre-requi-
sites of the LTTE for peace talks to
commence. But as the democratically
elected and internationally recognised
government of the whole of Sri Lanka,
the government has a position of
strength from which it can make the
first major concessions to peace.  (J
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Creating a Climate
for Peacemaking

Dr. S. Narapalasingam

he present confused situation in

Sri Lanka concerning peace pros-

pects is obvious to anyone who
has been following the various com-
ments and reports in the web-sites,
email-based news bulletins and local
newspapers on the country’s ethnic
question and the ongoing war between
the LTTE and the security forces. These
also show that some are still in the fight-
ing mood, some are anxiously waiting
for peace talks to begin and for the
Government and the main opposition
party the politics of power is the usual
business. The media too has not been
contributing to peace-making.

Lakshman Gunasekara in the Sun-
day Observer of 1 April has pointed
out that it is in the privately-owned
newspapers and not in the Government
controlled ones that articles explicitly
espousing a militarist solution are fre-
quently published. He says: “In fact
such articles appear by the dozen in
many of these newspapers collectively,
not just weekly but daily. This is not to
say that Government-controlled news-
papers do not carry articles or even edi-
torials espousing or supporting the mili-
tarist line. Even under this enlightened,
generally non-racist regime of Chan-
drika Kumaratunga, there are times
when such articles appear - although it
is rare that such articles would espouse
a military solution on explicitly Sinhala
ultra-nationalist grounds.”

He is also absolutely correct in say-
ing that “the PA seems to adopt a two
track strategy with some political front
men and some sections of the Govern-
ment media pushing the jingoistic line
while another even more formidable

" phalanx continues with the peace line”.
Although there are many who talk up
peace, they seem to have not consid-
ered this hostile environment that
would make it difficult to secure last-
ing peace. At present, it is the interna-
tional community that is anxious to see
the end of hostilities in Sri Lanka
sooner than later. But it cannot do much
to create the congenial climate needed

for peace-making. This is the duty of

all peace-loving Sri Lankans. The fact
that we are not anywhere near recon-
ciling our differences must be recog-
nised. When and how a congenial cli-
mate for peace-making could be
achieved should be considered given
the present uncertain situation.

The collapse of previous peace talks
and the resumption of the war with in-
creasing intensity had the effect of ag-
gravating the mutual distrust of the
warring sides. Certainly peace-making,
different from peace-talking, is also
going to be difficult as a result of the
many unpleasant developments that
have taken place since then.

Excesses Security Forces

Despite the Presidential directives
that human rights and welfare of de-
tainees should be safeguarded, torture
of detainees and rape of women in cus-
tody by service personnel have contin-
ued daringly. There have been many
incidents of sexual violence on Tamil
women in parts of the North-East un-
der army control. These indicate that
such horrible acts which undermine the
government and shame the society and
the country cannot be prevented as long
as this war lasts. The most recent inci-
dent that received wide publicity both
in the local and foreign media is the
rape and torture of two young Tamil
women by several navy and police per-
sonnel. They were arrested by the Navy
on March 19 on suspicion of having
links with the LTTE. Such shameful
acts by members of the police, army and
navy will only poison the climate for
peace-making.

The protracted war has led to many
agonizing problems through the spread
of the gun culture which is reflected in
the sharp escalation of widespread
criminal behaviour including commit-
ting murders, armed robberies and in-
timidation. The rise in corruption,
breakdown of law and order and in gen-
eral the decline in ethics and human
values are the byproducts of the pro-

tracted war. The most compelling rea-
son why the fighting must stop first is
the imperative to arrest all these inhu-
man and anti-social acts that cannot be
stopped otherwise. It is meaningless
even to talk about a congenial climate
for peace, while the people are unlaw-
fully arrested, tortured, raped and har-
assed by government forces.

Costly Mistakes

Blaming solely the other commu-
nity for the present predicament is not
the way to seek lasting peace. The truth
is both the Sinhalese and Tamil leaders
have failed to maintain a healthy rela-
tionship between the two communities.
They ignored the long-term conseque-
nces of their communalist rhetoric and
divisive actions to inter-ethnic relations
and national unity. On the government
side one such miscalculation was the
anti-Tamil pogrom which it orches-
trated in 1983 hoping to intimidate the
Tamils into submission.-Even later the
succeeding governments failed to im-
plement earnestly the approved laws
and policies claimed to guarantee equal
rights and address the main grievances
of the Tamils. Some important bills
prepared to prevent discrimination like
the Equal Opportunities Bill (this was
withdrawn on 20 October 1999) even
failed to enter the statute book. °

What is relevant and important for
ethnic harmony is that the majority in
various ethnic groups must feel they
have equal rights and opportunities.
This can only come from appropriate
actions consistent with the principle of
equality of all citizens, regardless of
their ethnic and religious affiliations.
Assurances and even laws without the
necessary practical steps are meaning-
less. Herein lies the root of our ethnic
problem that has become a national cri-
sis. The Tamils had until the early
1980s been willing to settle for some
satisfactory decentralised arrangement,
provided the governments implemented
it fully in good faith. But this did not
happen and what changed this mood
after 1983 had been told many times
since then.

After the ethnic conflict escalated
to a bloody war, the Tamil Tigers have
missed several opportunities to reach a
compromise and settle for a semi-au-
tonomous provincial system believing
that they could force succeeding Sri
Lankan governments to accede to their
demand for a separate autonomous state
in North-East Sri Lanka. World opin-
ion and especially that of India totally
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against separation was considered un-
important by the Tigers and their ar-
dent supporters, many of whom were
the victims of discrimination and op-
pression. Settled in foreign countries
their support to the Tigers is largely
influenced by their previous bitter ex-
periences in Sri Lanka and resurgent
Tamil nationalistic feelings.

Some gains achieved by the Tigers
in the 18-year war reinforced their con-
fidence in achieving their political goal
single-handedly, despite the disap-
proval of the international community
to their violent methods. They pursued
this strategy without realising its con-
sequences to the future of the Tamils
in Sri Lanka, let alone the problems it
would create for an amicable settlement
of the conflict. If they had thought by
aggravating the division and enmity
between the Sinhala and Tamil com-
munities, which was what the Sinhala
ultra-nationalists were doing, separa-
tion would follow, they were wrong.
This has been confirmed by the popu-
lar reactions within Sri Lanka and the
international community. Paradoxi-
cally, the nationalists on either side of
the ethnic divide were impulsively
striving towards the same goal.

Wishful Thinking
It was wishful thinking that made
the Eelamists to assume that the BJP-
led Indian government with Tamil na-
tionalist parties as partners in the rul-
_ing coalition would be supportive of
their wish to set up a separate state of
Eelam. These parties sympathize and
support the legitimate rights of the Sri
Lankan Tamils while some have at con-
venient times articulated their support
to the LTTE. But even such opportun-
istic expressions of support have hardly
helped to foster a climate free of suspi-
cions and anxiety among the Sinhalese
who have been reminded constantly
and continuously of south Indian inva-
sions of the island in the distant past.
Now the Sri Lankan Tamil journal
‘Sudar Oli” has discovered through its
reporter who sought the views of
Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagam(MDMK) general secretary V.
Gopalaswami (Vaiko), Pattali Makkal
Katchi founder S Ramadoss and Tamils
National Movement leader P Neduma-
ran that they are “opportunistic” lead-
ers. Because they have sidelined Lan-
ka’s ethnic crisis during their campaign
for the upcoming Assembly elections
in Tamil Nadu. The weekly has claimed
that all three known in the past for their

eloquent support to the cause of the
Tamils in Sri Lanka have been careful
to avoid the subject now because such
support publicly expressed would be
electorally disadvantageous. What is
clear from the report is that for the so-
called pro-LTTE Tamil political lead-
ers in Tamil Nadu, their image and the
electoral prospects of their parties are
more important than the LTTE.

Hindering the Peace Initiative

The paramount duty of all inter-
ested in settling the conflict through
serious dialogue between the leaders of
the parties committed to a political
settlement is to exercise caution in their
rhetoric and actions. The harassment of
civilians by security personnel as in the
Mannar incident is not the action that
should happen now. Such isolated in-
cidents may not be the deliberate policy
of the military. Nevertheless, these are
very sensitive and damaging in many
ways and specific steps must be taken
to prevent them reoccurring. If this is
not the time to win the hearts and minds
of the people, one wonders what is in
the minds of the authorities.

Speculating ulterior motives for the
expected peace talks and raising non-
evident obstacles to Norway’s initiative
are clearly meant to belittle President
Chandrika Kumaratunga’s efforts to
settle the ethnic issue. The fine Sinhala-
Tamil collaboration in discrediting the
President is seen in one Sunday weekly.
If only this kind of alliance is forthcom-
ing for reconciliation and peace-mak-
ing, the hopes of the anxious millions
in the war-torn country will be fulfilled
very soon. It is unfortunate at a time
when a congenial climate is needed to
promote national unity, some Sri Lan-
kan newspapers are also giving undue
prominence to extreme and.prejudiced
views of academics on the ethnic ques-
tion and to unproductive debates that
feed the ethnic division.

The rancorous and racist tone seen
in the comments of some expatriate
Tamils circulated via the email (mail-
ing list) cannot help to create the “con-
genial atmosphere” needed to facilitate
the peace process. They may get per-
sonal satisfaction in airing their views
in offensive language but they are also
causing problems for the fellow Tamils
in Sri Lanka who have to coexist with
the Sinhalese and Muslim communi-
ties. If the journals which have been es-
pousing the LTTE are now observing
moderation, it does not make much
sense for others to continue their ag-

gressive attitude.

International Community

The LTTE, in one of its press re-
leases expressed serious reservations
over the foreign policy stances of the
international community, particularly
those of the United States, Britain, other
European nations and India towards the
Sri Lankan ethnic conflict. It states, “by
supporting Sri Lanka with financial and
military assistance and by condemning
and criminalising the Tamil struggle as
a phenomenon of ‘international terror-
ism’ these governments are not in any-
way contributing to the promotion of
peace and ethnic reconciliation in the
island but encourage the hard-line mili-
taristic approach of a repressive racist
regime against the aggrieved and op-
pressed Tamil nation.”

Condemning the international com-
munity for its common stand against the
division of Sri Lanka and violent meth-
ods to achieve political goals is coun-
ter-productive. One has only to notice
the response of the international com-
munity to the struggle for secession by
various ethnic groups in different parts
of the world. Interestingly, there are
some similarities between the causes of
the ethnic conflicts in Sri Lanka and the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedo-
nia. The main grievance of the ethnic
Albanians, who account for about one
third of the 2 million population is the
withdrawal of the rights and opportu-
nities they had when Macedonia was
part of the socialist republic of Yugo-
slavia. After independence in 1991, the
ethnic Albanians were marginalised by
the Macedonian government dominated
by the majority Slavs.

Compared with the direct approach
and determined efforts made by the
Western bloc to stop the fighting in
Macedonia and coax the Slavs and the
ethnic Albanians to negotiate for a po-
litical settlement, Norway’s facilitatory
role in Sri Lanka would seem relatively
powerless. Some EU countries sup-
ported by NATO assisted the Macedo-
nian government militarily to defeat the
rebels. In Sri Lanka’s case, the fact is
that the Norwegian peace initiative in
Sri Lanka is backed strongly by the EU
and the donor community and in effect
Norway can be considered as their ac-
credited agent. India too is supporting
the Norwegian initiative. Foreign aid
is crucial not only for overall economic
development and growth but also for
the much needed reconstruction and
rehabilitation work in the northeast.
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Both the Sinhalese and Tamil leaders
can only ignore them by sacrificing
peace and the well-being of their peo-
ple. Europe and America have not
been consistent in their judgements and
actions when defending democracy and
human rights in all circumstances and
in all places for various reasons. An
analysis of this inconsistency is outside
the scope of this article. Instead of chal-
lenging Europe or America, other per-
suasive ways to win their sympathy
would have been useful for the Tamils.
The arrogance and rashness that pre-
vented the Tamil leadership to use these
options led to the erosion of the sym-
pathy that sprung after the 1983 anti-
Tamil pogrom.

The campaign of the expatriate
Tamils should have focused on per-
suading the international community to
urge the Sri Lankan government to sus-
pend the military operations. Instead,
the main focus was on fighting and
quarrelling as well as challenging the
views such as those expressed recently
by Ashley Wills, the US Ambassador
to Sri Lanka in the frank speech he de-
livered in Jaffna on 7 March 2001.
What the Jaffna Mayor hoped to
achieve by his motion to censure the
US Ambassador’s speech is only kno-
wn to him! Fortunately, good sense pre-
vailed in the end and the motion was
withdrawn.

The Tamils cannot complain that
foreign countries showed no interest in
playing any direct role to end the con-
flict, particularly after the manner the
1987 Indian intervention was rejected.
Recognising India’s interest in the re-
gion, the international community al-
lowed India to take the initiative to per-
suade both parties to accept a reason-
able solution. But the Sinhala and
Tamil nationalists and opportunist po-
litical leaders in the south deprived In-
dia of this role. Like the religious fun-
damentalists our ultra-nationalists 100
see others through their jaundiced eyes.
Their concept of nation and its forma-
tion/development are inimical to human
advancement in the modern world.

Immediate Challenges and Beyond
The Eelam war that intensified af-
ter the collapse of the last peace talks
in 1995 took a different turn by the end
of last year when the LTTE leader in-
dicated his readiness for a negotiated
settlement. This was confirmed by Erik
Solheim, the Norwegian special envoy
who talked face-to-face with the leader
on 1 November, 2000 in Wanni. He

announced afterwards at a press brief-
ing in Colombo that he was convinced
of the leader’s sincerity in seeking a
negotiated political settlement. On No-
vember 27, the LTTE leader also made
some conciliatory statements not heard
before in his annual (Heroes Day) mes-
sage. This was followed by the self-
imposed truce mentioned earlier.

LTTE urged the Government to re-
ciprocate by suspending its military
operations and lifting the embargo on
the transportation of goods into areas
under their control. Government re-
fused saying that a cease-fire would be
considered only after some progress is
seen in the peace talks. However, the
Government in early April allowed
some 25 previously banned items in-
cluding medicines into the rebel terri-
tory. The release of some prisoners by
both sides also signalled an encourag-
ing sign.

The delegation from the Inter-Re-
ligious Alliance for National Unity,
who held talks recently with the LTTE
near Madhu on their return said the
group was willing to give up its demand
for a separate state in return for a ne-
gotiated and just peace. The religious
leaders seemed to have no qualms about
the genuineness of the LTTE to nego-
tiate a settlement with the Government.
This has also been vouched by all the
opposition Tamil parties represented in
the Parliament..

Based on past experiences, the view
that LTTE’s unilateral cease-fire is a
ploy to buy time to regroup and reor-
ganise and at the same time to projecta
soft image as serious peace seekers to
the international community prevails
among the Sinhalese hardliners. On the
other hand, the Tamil sections think that
“the Chandrika regime is consistently
adhering to its camouflaged strategy of
covertly pushing for war while overtly
paying lip service to peace.”

The Government’s moves to boost
the firepower of the military should not
be overlooked. The $2.5 million worth
of tanks, tank transporters and other
military vehicles from the Czech Re-
public that arrived in mid April might
have been ordered last year but this is
irrelevant to the LTTE right now. The
budget allocation of US Dollars 725
million (Rs.63 billion) this year for de-
fence must also be a cause for concern.

Despite the continued military on-
slaught against the LTTE positions and
the campaign to have the LTTE bran-
ded worldwide as a terrorist organisa-
tion, the LTTE had not resumed major

offensive operations against the State
and maintained its ceasefire for four
months.. In this context, the military
offensive launched by the armed forces
barely few hours following the expiry
of the LTTE ceasefire turned out not
only a disaster for the army, but also
has produced a climate of renewed con-
frontation which certainly does not as-
sist the current peace process.

Up until the second week in April,
the LTTE’s preconditions for taking the
Norwegian facilitated process forward
were that the Government should re-
ciprocate with a formal cessation of
hostilities and the lifting of the eco-
nomic embargo. For the first time, it
was during the discussions between the
Norwegian Ambassador Ron Westborg
and the LTTE’s political wing leader,
S P Tamil Chelvam added an additional
condition that the Government must lift
the proscription of the LTTE imposed
in 1998 following the bomb attack on
Dalada Maligawa (the sacred Temple
of the Tooth) in Kandy.

The reasons for the Government
and the LTTE to move in different di-
rections can in the final analysis be as-
signed to their concerns to be seen en-
tering the negotiations with their power
and pride intact. It is understandable
that the Government, particularly with
the Sinhala hardliners waiting to accuse
it for giving in easily to the Tamils is
anxious to talk with the LTTE as the
triumphant side. It is also understand-
able that the LTTE wants to be seen as
a true and lawful representative of the
Tamils participating in talks with the
Government on an equal footing. Both
sides are also obliged not to let down
their soldiers and the families of the
thousands who died fighting. If these
compulsions are recognised, then the
reluctance of each side to accept the
other side’s conditions can be under-
stood. '

In this complex situation, the pros-
pect of creating a congenial climate for
peace-making is quite unpromising
now. It is obvious that to start the deci-
sive peace talks, Norway’s peace efforts
must be augmented by diplomatic per-
suasion and inducements from the in-
ternational community. The indications
are that for observing the ceasefire and
also for finalising a political settlement
their assistance with the concurrence of
India will be needed. Importantly, both
sides must have the courage to take
some risks for the sake of achieving
peace desired by the vast majority of
the citizens of the island. a
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Introduction

The Jaffna district has
a population of 502,000.
As at December 2000,
42.2% were internally dis-
placed. 89 % of the popu-
lation of Jaffna had expe-
rienced displacement at
least once since 1987.

Nutrition Status of Women
and Children of Jafina

Dr. N Sivarajah

Hééd, Debanment of Community Medicine, University of Jaffna

of wasting 0f 3.7%. It was
almost half of that of the
Sri Lankan average.
The recent survey car-
ried out in the refugee
camps in Jaffna District in
February/March 2001
showed that 22.6 % of
children under 5 years

Some of the major
displacements that had occurred since 1987 were:
o In May-July 1987, following the “Operation Libera-
tion”
e In October-December, 1987, following the “IPKF
operation”
e In June-December, 1995, following “operation sun-
shine”
e In May-December, 2000, following “ Operation
ceaseless waves”
The reports of the Government Agent, Jaffna classifies
the present population as given in table 1. 202,000 persons
were presently displaced.

le: 1.Population in Jaffna District
t December 2000)
Population Number %
Internally displaced 202,000 40.2
Resettled 245,000 488
Not displaced 55,000 11.0
Total 502,000 100.0

Source: Government Agent, Jaffna

In November 2000, there were, 19,507 of them in 154
refugee camps in the Jaffna District, under the supervision
of the Government agent. The balance was on their own,
living with friends and relations or in rented out annexes or
broken down houses of those who had left the district.

A study was carried out recently in the refugee camps in
the Jaffna District. The study revealed some interesting facts

The major problem was Undernutrition among children
and women.

Children of Jaffna

According to the nutrition survey carried out in 1975/76
(Department of Census & Statistics-1977), 6.6% of the chil-
dren of Sri Lanka were wasted. Among the 24 districts in Sri
Lanka at that time, Jaffna District had the lowest prevalence

le: 2. P l ernutriti n ildr
mps in istric
Type of Undernutrition Percent
Wasted 22.6
Stunted 36.2
Low weight for age 47.7
Source: Sivarajah N. Nutritional Survey
of Welfare Centres in Jaffna District. WFP.

were wasted and 36.2%
were stunted. The findings of the study are given in table 2.
A survey carried out in Jaffna in August 2000 (David
Becker & Michele Kelly) showed almost similar results (18.9
% were wasted). In this study it was found that among the
children 6-17 months old, 30.7% were wasted.
Almost 80% of the mental development of a child takes
place during the first two years of a child and Undernutri-

. tion during this period could lead to severe impairment of

mental development leading to a generation of children with
poor mental capacity.

Although 87.3% of the children were born in a hospital,
there were 12.7 % children born at home and refugee camps,
A trained person did not attend at the time of delivery. In a
situation such as this more infants are likely to die around
the time of delivery, and more women are likely to have
long-term physical effects of the poor management of the
delivery

30.3% of the mothers of these children had been dis-
placed from their homes for over 5 years. :

Pregnant and lactating mothers

Anaemia is a major nutritional pro-blem among all
women. The prevalence of anaemia among pregnant, lactat-
ing women and adolescent girls is given in table 3.

56.2% of the adolescent girls between 15 and 19 years
of age were anaemic. 26.5% needed active intervention to
prevent the development of any severe complications fol-
lowing pregnancy and childbirth. Around 60% of the preg-
nant and lactating mothers were anaemic.

le: r reval n i
m I tating mother:
| t gir
Degree Pregnant Lactating Adolescent
of anaemia mothers mothers girls
Mild 28.8 146 29.7
Moderate 28.8 418 20.3
Severe 34 3.6 6.2
Total 61.0 60.0 56.2
Source: Sivarajah N. Nutritional Survey
of Welfare Centres in Jaffna District. WFP.

The number of teenage mothers has increased during the
past few decades. It was found that among the pregnant
mothers, 15.3 % were under 20 years. 3.4% of the husbands
too were under 20 years. Single mothers were not found.

Teenage pregnancies have become a common feature in
the refugee camps. Some of the factors contributing to teen-

(continued on page 26)
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Religious Sentiment
and National Sovereignty:
The Case of the Bamiyan Buddhas

Rohini Hensman

he worldwide dismay and outrage

caused by Taliban’s edict of Feb-

ruary 26 ordering the demolition
of the Bamiyan Buddhas raise a host
of questions of a very fundamental na-
ture. While such extreme defiance of
world opinion is characteristic of
Taliban, this kind of behaviour-and the
reasoning which justifies it-is by no
means unique. Indeed, it has been ex-
tremely common in South Asia. | would
therefore like to take two specific is-
sues raised by this episode and look at
the wider questions they pose. The first
is that of religious sentiment and what
it can or cannot justify; the second is
that of national sovereignty.

The justification offered for what
most of us would see as an act of reli-
gious intolerance and pure vandalism
is that these ‘graven images’ offend the
religious sentiments of Taliban. Their
supreme leader Mullah Mohammad
Omar dismissed criticisms of the plan,
saying that Afghan Muslims should be
proud of smashing the statues. ‘It is a
shame for those Afghans who criticise
this decrce,” he was quoted as saying;
‘] ask Afghans and the world’s Mus-
lims to use their sound wisdomS Do
you prefer to be a breaker of idols or a
seller of idols? Is it appropriate to bi
influenced by the propaganda of the
infidels?’

South Asian Atrocities
Unfortunately, their action is not in
a class by itself, but in a class all too
familiar to us in South Asia. The demo-
lition of the Babri Mosque in 1992, the
threat of demolishing other mosques
and the burning of the Kuran in India,
the torching of Christian churches in
India and Sri Lanka, attacks on Uindu
temples in Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka, attacks on Buddhist, Muslim
and Christian religious sites by the
LTTF.: such acts of vandalism have
been common in our countries. Worse
still, pogroms and massacres of people

belonging to minority religions have
routinely been carried out. In India,
anti-Muslim pogroms have been en-
demic since the partition riots at Inde-
pendence, and more recently, Chris-
tians have become the target of violence
and murder, as they have been for many
years in Pakistan. Hindus have been
attacked in Pakistan and Bangladesh.
Repeated pogroms in Sri Lanka have
been directed against non-Buddhists.
The LTTE has massacred Buddhists
and Muslims. There have been slander-
ous attacks throughout South Asia on
historians and archeologists standing up
for the truth about a multicultural past,
and the buming of Jaffna library with
its rare manuscripts in 1981 is one ex-
ample of the attempts made to erase the
evidence of such a past. Of course, no
survey is ever carried out to aicertain
that all or even the majority of those
following the supposedly offendcd re-
ligion approvc of the brutal acts car-
ried out in their namc. Nonetheless,
thosc who engage in them implicitly
take it for granted that their own rcli-
gious sensibilities plovide ajustification
tor physical attacks on structures and
people of other religions.

Obnoxious Fanatcism

So what-apart from the publicity it
has received and the historical and ar-
tistic value of the monuments-makes
the attack on the Bamiyan Buddhas any
different from innumerable other as-
saults on religious monuments and
places of worship in our countries? The
answer is that in principle, there is no
difference. The vandals who set fire to
a Christian church in Hingurakgoda
were, by the same logic which inspired
that act, justifying the destruction of the
Bamiyan Buddhas. And conversely, the
Taliban clerics, by their action, justify
in retrospect the demolition of the Babri
Masjid by Hindu vandals. Are they
aware that the hatred which inspires
their actions can equally well be used

against their own religion? Probably
not, because those who appeal to reli-
gious sentiment generally believe that
their own religion and their own senti-
ments are the only valid ones. They
even dismiss other versions of thcir own
religion which are more humanistic and
tolerant as being inauthentic.

For those of us who believe in hu-
man rights, equality and democracy,
what would a logical, consistent posi-
tion on such questions be? At one ex-
treme is the belief, usually character-
ised as Marxist though not all Marxists
agree with it, that religious beliefis ide-
ology or superstition, to be discouraged
and discounted. While this is perfectly
aceeptable as one belief (among oth-
ers), wherever it results in similar ac-
tions to those inspired by religious fa-
naticism -destruction of religious places
of worship and monuments, persccution
of followers of a religion or religions,
ctc.-it is equally obnoxious. Like religi-
ous intolerance, this amounts to a deni-
al of fundamental human rights to free-
dom of conscience and freedom of ex-
pression.

Liberal Dilemma

At the other extreme is a libera
position, embodied in various differen
forms. One is the Gandhian-inspire:
conception of secularism commonly
accepted in India, which preaches equal '
tolerance and respect to all religions,
but therc are also more recent, even
post-modem, forms of the same out-
look. Before looking at this position
more closely, a small digression on
what we mean by ‘religion’. A recent
issue of Pravada (Vol.6 Nos.9 & 10)
carries an interesting debate between
Qadri Ismail, who alleges that in
Michael Ondaalje’s novel Anil’s Ghost,
‘Buddhism is denied a role the politics
of Sri Lanka, in the Sinhala oppression
of the Minoritics.. its criminal record
in Sri Lanka (is) denied’ (p.29), and
Radhika Coomaraswamy, who alleges
that Ismail ‘collapses Buddhist human-
ism and Buddhist chauvinism into one
category’ (p.29). In a sense, both are
right-or, if they feel their positions are
mutually exclusive, both are wrong.
Questions about the actual teachings of
the founder of a religion, and the ex-
tent to which the practiccs of followers
conform to those teachings, are impor-
tant lo pursue. But religion as a social
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institution includes the practices of all
those who profess a certain faith, re-
gardless of whether they conforn to or
deviate from the teachings of the
founder. In this sense, Buddhism as
practised in Sri Lanka is both a religion
of peace and compassion as well as a
religion of bloodthirsty violence, and
it is true that the latter dimension is
absent from Ondaatje’s novel, making
the entire action inexplicable, since
there is no way of accounting for the
honrific violence of a state avowedly
committed to Buddhism. 1 Seen from
this perspective, a liberal position of
according equal tolerance and respect
to all religious beliefs and practices
shows itself to be self-contradictory and
unviable. It would mean respecting the
right of Buddhists to venerate the
Bamiyan statues as well as the right of
Taliban to demolish them. Supposedly
safeguarding freedom of conscience, it
would actually do the opposite in many
cases. The dominant version of most
religions usually involves some degree
of violation of the rights of women and
girls, ranging from exclusion, discrimi-
nation and patriarchal control to sadis-
tic violence such as female gcnital mu-
tilation, institutionalised sexual abuse
of minors (in devadasi and other cults)
and the buming alive of ‘witches’ and
widows. Why should anyone -whether
followers of those religions or not-tol-
erate, much less respect, such beliefs
and practices? Freedom of conscience
in such cases must surely include the
right to denounce and campaign against
them! Heroic examples of such defi-
ance are provided in Afghanistan itself,
where AFN (the Afghan Women’s Net-
work) and RAWA (the Revolutionary
Associalion of the Women of Afghani-
stan) have been putting up a courageous
and inspiring resistance to Taliban’s
horrific oppression of women We can-
not accord equal respect to these wom-
en’s organisalions and Taliban. We
have to choose.

Secular States

Where innocuous beliefs and prac-
tices are concerned, toleration is cer-
tainly desirable, but not necessarily re-
spect. We might desist from express-
ing certain opinions in public, but we
cannot so easily convince ourselves that
such opinions are wrong. If certain re-
ligious beliefs or practices appear to

someone as superstitious or irrational,
that person is surely entitled to hold and
even express such an opinion, even if
it offends someone else’s religious sen-
sibilities. Thus if the Taliban clerics had
confined themselves to a philosophical
or theological critique of idol-worship,
no one could have faulted them. Free-
dom of exprcssion entitles them to ex-
press such opinions, just as the same
freedom of expression entitles Salman
Rushdie to criticise or even ridicule
some of their own beliefs. Where prac-
tices do not harm anyone, democracy
requires both that they can be practised
freely, and that they can be criticised
freely, while practices that do inflict
damage on others should be punished.
This is why a dcmocratic state has to
be secular, and no state which is asso-
ciated with a particular religion can
ever be considered to be democratic.
The human rights abuses of Taliban are
matched by those of the Israeli state,
which was established and maintains
itself through genocidal violence
against Palestinians. The problem in
this case cannot be solved purely thro-
ugh the establishment of a secular,
democratic Palestinian state; the solu-
tion has to include the secularisation
and democratisation of thc Israeli state
too.

So our attitude to practices inspired
by religious sentiment need not be dif-
ferent from our attitude to any other
activities. Where they are violent and
destructive, they should be opposed and
condemned, and, if possible, punished;
religious sentiment is no excuse for
criminal actions, although it might, like
temporary insanity, be considered a
mitigating circumstance while sentenc-
ing. Where they are innocuous, practi-
tioners should have the freedom to en-
gage in them while sceptics should also
have the freedom to criticise them. And
where they promote, Justice, peace and
solidarity, we should support them.

National Sovereignty

The second fundamental issue
raised by this case is that of national
sovereignty. Die-hard supporters of this
principle would have to argue that as
the Buddhas are located on the soil of
Afghanistan, the de facto rulers of that
nation-namely Taliban- are entitled to
do as they wish with them, and no one
from outside the nation has any right

to interfere. This, indeed, is the stand
taken by Taliban Foreign Minister
Wakil Ahmed Mutawakel, who said
that he would meet United Nations Sec-
retary General Kofi Annan in Pakistan
in order to ‘tell him that what we are
doing is an intemal religious issue.’

1t is clear, however, that most of the
rest of the world does not agree with
him. A UN General Assembly resolu-
tion sponsored by over 100 nations and
approved by consensus on March 9
urged Taliban to take immediate action
to prevent further destruction of these
and other monuments. Evidently the
intemational community is very much
concerned about what happens on Af-
ghan soil, and the implicit message is
that the Taliban clerics do not have the
right to destroy these statues which hap-
pen to be located in their country. This
in turn implies limits to national sover-
eignty, understood as the right of a state
to do as it wishes within its national
borders.

Universal Declaration

The first hint of a challenge to the
doctrine of national sovereignty came
in the wake of the Second World War
and in the shadow of the Holocaust.
Article 1 of the UN Charter, signed in
June 1945, affirms that ‘promoting and
encouraging respect for human rights
and for fundamental freedoms for all
without distinction” would be one of the
UN’s principle purposes, but this rec-
ognition of rights and freedoms that cut
across national borders is tempered,
even contradicted, by the affirmation
of national sovereignty as a principle.
The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, adopted by the UN (ieneral
Assembly on December 10, 1945 goes
further, explicitly linking respect for
human rights with the maintenance of
international peace. What we see here
is the beginnings of international law
as a system over-riding national sover-
eignty. While in practice a state may
be able to violate the fundamental rights
of its own citizens-as, indeed, it can
violate the rights of citizens of other
nations if it is powerful enough-in prin-
ciple, these actions are subject to
intemational scrutiny and condemna-
tion. Nation-states continue to be the
constitutive units of today’s world, but
they are understood to be part of a wider
international community. Human rights
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NGOs like Amnesty Intemational and
Human Rights Watch, as well as sma-
ller local organisations, act as watch-
dogs and whistle-blowers, alerting us
to violations in every comer of the
world. And a plethora of human rights
conventions- on the rights of refugees,
women, ethnic minoritics, children, and
so forth-have further developed
intemational law.

Cultural Heritage

Other concems have also increas-
ingly come to be recognised as univer-
sal. The environment, for example. It
is now-well known that the destruction
of forests in one country and emission
of greenhouse gases in a second can
cause the partial or even complete sub-
mersion of a third. The earth and its at-
mosphere did not come into being pre-
divided into nations, nor has it yet
learned to respect national borders. The
environment is by its very nature glo-
bal, and given that what goes on in one
country can have devastating conse-
quences for another, it makes sense to
work towards global regulation. An-
other area where global regulation has
come to be seen as desirable is basic
workers’ rights. In a globalised world
economy where the denial of such
rights in some countries can erode them
in others, it has been argued, at least
the fundamental rights embodied in the
ILO Core conventions should be im-
plemented in all countries. Finally, the
outrage felt by many non- Buddhists all
over the world at the fate of the
Bamiyan Buddhas implies a belief that
these monulments are part of the cul-
tural heritage of humankind as a whole.
The awareness is growing that whether
we like it or not, we are all part of one
human family, sharing the earth as our
common home. The major problem
faced by all these UN and ILO Con-
ventions on human rights, workers’,
women’s and children’s rights, the en-
vironment, and so forth, is of course the
lack of any machinery for enforcement.
Recently, however, some progress has
been made on this front, with the with
the Intemational Criminal Tribunal for
ex-Yugoslavia (set up in 1993) and
International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda (set up in 1994) trying and
prosecuting several individuals for war
crimes, including rape. The agreement
by the UN in July 1998 to sct up a per-

manent Intemational Criminal Court to
take up cnmcs against humanity, war
erimes and genoeide would, if it is im-
plemented, take this proeess a step fur-
ther. Since 22 December 2000, women
can complain directly to the UN about
discrimination, sexual exploitation, or
other violations of the Convention on
the Elimination of all forms of Dis-
crimination Against Women. The idea
of intemational bodies that not only
promote respect for basie rights of all
inhabitants of the earth, but also have
the power to punish those who violate
these rights, is gaining ground.

Should the notion of national sov-
ereignty be abandoned altogether, then?
In a world which still consists of na-
tion-states, such an extreme measure
seems premature. 1 would suggest, in-
stead, a notion of national sovereignty
that is analogous to parental rights.
There was a time when what went on
inside the family was considered to be
no business of anyone outside. Today,
thanks to the feminist movement, this
notion is no longer so common. But
there are still problems regarding the
protection of children’s rights, partly
because children, especially little ones,
are not capable of safeguarding their
own interests. In this context, parental
rights can be seen as the right of par-
ents to love, protect and care for their
children, and to be provided with the
facilities which enable them to do so
(paid parental leave when children are
born or fall sick, etc.). But these are not
rights over their children, who are in-
dependent persons with rights of their
own. Thus parents do not have the right
to exploit, abuse, sell or kill their chil-
dren, and society has a duty to inter-
vene if any of these things are happen-
ing.

By analogy, we can think ot na-
tional sovereignty as the right and duty
of a state to protect itself and its citi-
zens from foreign aggression and to
care for residents (including foreigners)
as well as plant and animal life, histori-
cal and cultural artifacts, and the envi-
ronment, within its borders. This
means, of course, that a state does not
have the right to attack any of these
things outside its borders; but it does
not imply that it has the right to attack
and destroy them even within its bor-
ders. For example, according to these
criteria, the Iraqi state should legiti-

mately protect its own air space from
intrusion by foreign military aircraft,
and the US and UK bombing of Iraq as
recently as February 16th would be to-
tally illegitimate. But attacks by the
Iraqi state against religious and ethnic
minorities and dissidents within its own
borders would be equally illegitimate.
Setting up international institutions and
devising procedures that can enforce
compliance with such principles is the
challenge facing us today. Protecting
religious sites and humankind’s cultural
heritage from the kind of vandalism
which has received so much publicity
in Afghanistan, but is also evident in
Sri Lanka and the rest of South Asia,
would be part of that agenda.

End Note

1. I am not going to enter the debate
about this novel, but cannot refrain from

_saying that while I am sure Radhika is
right about Ondaatje’s humanist creden-
tials, I share Qadri Ismail’s discomfort at
the treatment of Tamils in it. I cannot
agree with either, however, that Gamini
Diyasena is 2 sympathetic character. I find
him a good example of the staggering fail-
ure of imagination, ignorance of what is
happening in one’s own country, and in-
grained prejudice that is largely responsi-
ble for starting the war and keeping it go-
ing by refusing to ackowledge the legiti-
mate grievances of Tamils. While reflect-
ing on the damage caused by terroist
bombs (pp. 132-3), it did not occur to him
that far greater camage had been caused
by government bombing and shelling and
STF massacres in the North and East-in
fact, he asks ‘And you want to investi-
gate the government?” as though there is
something perverse about this! When
treating young boys who were members
of the LTTE, ‘He had to keep reminding
himself who these people were,’ namely,
people who put ‘bombs on crowded
streets, in bus stations, paddy fields,
schools’ (p.220), but never even tried to
imagine the trauma suffered at the hands
of Sri Lankan security forces that might
have pushed these children into the arms
of the Tigers. In the absenee of such an
attempt, we are forced to conclude that
‘these people’ are like this by nature, be-
cause they were born this way: a racist
conclusion if ever there was one! With
such an outlook, he is incapable of
combatting the violence; his medical work
can at best alleviate the symptoms with-
out ever curing the disease.

*Rohini Hensman is a researcher
and writer, Pravada (Sri Lanka)
Vol.7, No.1, 2001
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Jayalalitha Returns

With Massive Majori

T.N.Gopalan

t is a come-back with a vengeance.

53-year-old Jayalalitha Jayaram stu-
nned friends and foes like as the AIAD-
MK coasted to an awesome triumph,
bagging as many as 132 seats in the
234-member Assembly. Her allies
notched up another 64 seats, leaving a
pitiful 36 for the DMK-led front.

It is a massive majority. The Tamil
voters have lived up to their reputation
of handing down a decisive mandate for
any one party or another, leaving no
ambiguity or hung assembly in their
trail.

She is grinning, perhaps licking her
chops as well at the sweet thought of
whatever she could do to her bete noire
Karunanidhi. Hardly a year ago she had
vowed to destroy his clan, root, branch
and tree, if she came to power.

There was some lingering doubt as
to whether she would be sworn in as
the Chier Minister because of her con-
viction in cases involving corruption
which led to her disqualification from
contesting in the election. But she is
now Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, and

there is no question that she has been
forgiven by the people’s court.

It is now clear that she would not
go behind the bars for any of the crimes
she has been charged with and con-
victed for.

For Karunanidhi, generally hailed
as a Machiavelian in recognition of his
formidable craftiness, it is indeed a bit-
ter swan song. The 77-year old DMK
chief had made it amply clear that this
would be the last polls he would be ac-
tively campaigning in and thrown in
enough hints that he was grooming his
son M.K.Stalin to succeed him.

Neither would he bow out of office
guns blazing nor would he have the
satisfaction of seeing his dear son en-
throned.

It was virtually a massacre for the
DMK, many of its leading lights fall-
ing by the wayside, others managing to
scrape through. The leaders of the
casteist formations whom the DMK
took into its front came to grief too.

While Karunanidhi and Stalin won
rather comfortably from city constitu-

(Continued from page 21)

age pregnancies are the overcrowding
and increased opportunities for young
people to meet each other.

The parents are also keen to get
their daughters married early because
of the uncertainty that prevails. Most
of the girls are married after it is real-
ized that they are pregnant. They are in
most instances married to their boy
friends who are also immature and
without any source of income. The par-
ents have to support them. Most of these
marriages are likely to break up.

Most of the girls who are married
have been school dropouts.

The future

The future of these children and
women is bleak. They are liable to suc-
cumb to illnesses and die. The anaemic
girls will be anaemic mothers very

soon, who would die as a result of child-
birth. When they deliver their babies,
they will be low birth weight babies
who will succumb to infections or be
physically or mentally handicapped.
Already the maternal mortality and in-
fant mortality in the war-torn Northeast
is higher than the rest of the country.

The long-term effects of Undernu-
trition and anaemia will be disastrous
with poor physical and mental devel-
opment. Teachers in schools complain
of children frequently fainting in the
classrooms. Most of them come to
school without breakfast and they are
not sure of the lunch.

If a catastrophe is to be averted,
immediate and active intervention is
necessary. The situation is urgent.

The war against undernutrition
must start immediately and continue.
We cannot wait till Peace arrives. O

encies, party general secretary nominal
number 2 K.Anbazhagan squeaked past
his rivals by a razor thin margin of 300-
odd votes. Deputy Speaker of the As-
sembly Parithi Ilamvazhudhi was de-
clared winner by a much narrower mar-
gin of 85 votes in another city constitu-
ency which has been a DMK bastion
for long, a seat bagged by Ilamvazhudhi
even during the more humiliating rout
of 1991.

The man who made him huff and
puff was John Pandian, a Dalit leader,
known for his strong-arm tactics. Hail-
ing from the south, he has no base worth
speaking of in the city and was rewar-
ded with a seat by Jayalalitha only be-
cause he is seen as a Pallar caste leader
who could take on the more formida-
ble Dr.Krishnaswamy of the Pudhiya
Thamizhakam.

The DMK lost four of the 14 seats
in the capital, that itself some indica-
tion of the agonizing times the DMK is
going through. Most of the cabinet min-
isters including the well-respected
Speaker P.T.R.Palanivel Rajan have
bitten the dust.

Dalit leader Krishnaswamy has lost
in both the constituencies he contested
from, A former cabinet colleague of
Jayalalitha, S.Kannappan leading the
Makkal Thamizh Desam (MTD) which
seeks to mobilize the Yadavas, A.C.Sh-
anmugam of the New Justice Party,
touted as a party of the forward caste
Mudaliars, J.M.Haroon of the Muslim
Jamaath have all been defeated. Only
person to escape the wrath of the peo-
ple was Thirumavalavan of the Dalit
Panthers of India who won narrowly
from Mangalur in northern Tamil Nadu.

The suave former finance minister
P.Chidambaram who broke away from
the TMC protesting the alliance with
the AIADMK and campaigned ener-
getically for the DMK-front had the
satisfaction of seeing two of his hand-
picked men emerging victorious.

The DMK ’s final tally was less than
thirty seats. What a fall from its whop-
ping 173 seat triumph last time.

In the AIADMK front, the Pattali
Makkal Katchi (PMK) made handsome
gains. Against the four seats it had won
in the last elections, contesting inde-
pendently, it has bagged seats, this time
as a key ally of the AIADMK.

Though Dr.Ramadoss has been able
to help Jaya Amma win a number of
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seats in the northern districts, she has
not been able to return the compliment
in Pondicherry union territory where
the PMK leader has not been able to
realize his dream of installing his own
nominee as the Chief Minister. In fact
the PMK has been routed there, failing
to win even a single seat. It is the Con-
gress which could form the govern-
ment.

Even the ailing G.Karuppiah Moop-
anar has managed to infuse some life
into what was thought to be a dying
party, the Tamil Maanila Congress. The
TMC and its mother party, the Con-
gress, won 30 seats in all.

The two communist parties too have
notched up eleven seats between them.
Overall it has been a very satisfying
performance for her allies, though in
private conversations, they express
their apprehensions as to the possible
impact of Jayalalitha’s thumping vic-
tory.

“Certainly we didn’t expect this
kind of a sweep...There’s no knowing
whether she would not be back to her
arrogant and autocratic ways, but at the
moment we have the satisfaction of
worsting Karunanidhi who betrayed the
secular cause,” observed a communist
leader.

Jayalalitha herself, in her moment
of victory, sought to put on an unchar-
acteristic show of humility, repeating
her mentor MGR’s mantra, “Makkal
theerpei mahesan theerpu...” (People’s
verdict is god’s own.)

She did not talk of wreaking re-
venge on Karunanidhi during a brief
interaction with media. She only prom-
ised to “put the state back on the rails.”
Though she once again accused the
DMK of acting out of vendetta against
her, she conceded that the economic
difficulties faced by the people might
have played a key role in the DMK’s
defeat.

She avoided a direct response to the
inevitable question on her plans to stake
her claims to form the government, but
in an interview to a TV channel, she
observed, “If I opt out, it’d be unfair to
the people who voted so massively for
my front only in the hope of seeing me
as the next Chief Minister.”

Karunanidhi in his rather brief
statement sardonically remarked that it
was perhaps the reward of the people
for his good governance and claimed

that the voters had been fooled by the
false propaganda that he had conspired
to have Jayalalitha disqualified.

In the last Assembly elections the
anger against the then Jayalalitha re-
gime was widespread and quite visible,
though the scale of her debacle was not
expected. ,

In 1991 the people were protesting
the Rajiv assassination, in 1989 the
AIADMK split clearly meant that
Karunanidhi was staging a come-back.
In 1984 it was a double sympathy wave
— following the assassination of
Mrs.Gandhi and MGR’s illness, and
one can go on right back to 1967 which
ushered in the first non-Congress gov-
ernment. )

Ifin 1991, the AIADMK sweep was
attributed to the Rajiv assassination, a
comment she resented strongly, there
is no doubt who is the architect of the
AIADMK victory this time. She had
fielded fresh faces in most of the con-
stituencies, still her party lost in only
eight constituencies.

It may be useful to recall here that
in the local body elections held in 1996
the AIADMK was hard put to find can-
didates and that in many places those
chosen fought shy of even using Jaya-
lalitha’s pictures. Since then she has
come a long way despite convictions
in three different cases.

After all she had bounced back re-
markably even by the 1998 Lok Sabha
polls — if the victory then was attrib-
uted to the alliance she had hitched up,
the very next year she almost carried
on her own steam and put up a reason-
ably decent performance. From then to
the present situation wherein she is a
runaway winner, it is but a logical cul-
mination of the process that had started
three years ago.

The AIADMK’s defeat in all the
three by-elections last year could be
attributed to the public revulsion in the
wake of the ghastly Dharmapuri bus-
burning.

Otherwise she had begun to hog all
the opposition space for herself, what
with the TMC being seen too weak a
player to fight the DMK.

Now the question is why should the
people look for an anti-DMK party in
the first place when Karunanidhi’s gov-
ernment had been relatively responsive
and less corrupt than the previous one?

The BJP-led National Democratic

Alliance would have to bear the cross
for the havoc wrought by the new eco-
nomic policies of the Vajpayee regime.

Coimbatore could be fast turning
into a ghost city. The entire textile in-
dustry including those who make the
machinery and the spare parts is in dol-
drums. Handloom and powerloom are
badly affected. That there are no sui-
cides like in Andhra Pradesh is only
some small mercy. The prospect of pri-
vatisation has turned the workers of the
prestigious Salem steel plant hostile to
the NDA government. The prices of
farm produce, both cereals and cash
crops, are declining, and the agricultur-
ists are agitated.

Thanks to the general economic
downturn, money flow is drying up.
During the campaign, if you asked any-
one on the street what was their major
grievance against the government, the
invariable answer was, “Aiya...panap-
uzhakkam illeenga...” (There is no li-
quidity at all.).

This correspondent tried to impress
upon a person that such a phenomenon
was nationwide, perhaps worldwide too
and that Jayalalitha herself might not
be able to set it right. Pat came the re-
sponse, “Never mind, we’ll give her a
chance...Am sure she would bring
good luck with her..” A sentiment ech-
oed by many in the state, especially in
the lower and middle strata.

That for a whole host of reasons she
had sewn up the support of the Thevars
in the south and Vanniars in the North
was another point in her favour. Even
the Naadars could have been with her
thanks to the TMC’s support though
there was quite a considerable heart-
burn over seat allocation. Muslims of
course would have votee largely against
the NDA.,

The alliance with Dalit outfits might
have created a new constituency for the
DMK, but by the same token possibly
the move could be said to have further
alienated the Thevar and Vanniar vote-
banks as well as some other intermedi-
ate castes too.

The point also remains that Jaya-
lalitha has succeeded in a significant
measure in whipping up the dormant
anti-Karunanidhi feelings among the
people and positioning herself as the
only leader who could take him on.

Such anti-Karunanidhi feelings had

(continued on next page)
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Tamil Nationalism

And Elections:
in Tamil Nadu

Suresh Nambath

CHENNAI, MAY 6. Although
fringe groups in Tamil Nadu took ad-
vantage of Tamil chauvinist demands of
forest brigand, Veerappan, during the
Rajkumar kidnap episode, mainstream
political parties have found no use for
Tamil nationalism in the Assembly elec-
tion campaign.

Far from reviving Tamil nationalist
sentiments, Veerappan and his extrem-
ist friends only made political parties
wary of any talk of Tamil nationalism
or the issue at its core now: the ques-
tion of supporting Tamil Eelam in Sri
Lanka.

Not surprisingly, the biggest voice
against Tamil nationalism, the AIA-
DMK general secretary, Ms. Jayalalitha,
is not making noise on the subject now.

(Continued from page 26)

been sedulously fostered by MGR for
over two and a half decades. Those days
he and his minions would parrot from
platform after platform that
Karunanidhi “is a poisonous force”.

The actor-turned-politician had to
make out his rival to be a monstrous
villain in order to perpetuate his own
hold on power. The message sunk deep
in to the psyche of the Tamil masses,
never completely obliterated since, de-
spite the statesmanlike persona worn by
the DMK chief.

After all the 1969-71 and 1971-76
Karunanidhi regimes were everything
a decent government should not be.

What next from here? Will she be a
changed person? Has she learnt the
right lessons from all the ordeals she
has undergone?

While she might have realized the
merits in real politik, the need to bend,
if ever so slightly, in order to forge a
winning combination, there is no sign
that the impatient and intolerant mega-
lomaniac in her is anywhere near meta-
morphosing into a more pleasant and
dancoatcpasrelty. )

Apart from attacking “extremism and
secessionism”’, she is doing very little
to link the DMK with Veerappan and
Tamil nationalist secessionism. With the
DMK itself not enthusiastic about Tamil
nationalism, Opposition parties can
hope to derive only minimal political
mileage.

As might be expected, the fringe
outfits led by the Tamil Nationalist
Movement leader, Mr. P. Nedumaran,
have attempted to use the election as an
opportunity to make themselves heard.
But, not even the smaller mainstream
political parties sympathetic to the
Tamil nationalist cause, MDMK and
PMK, are ready to reorient their cam-
paign.

Besides the lack of public support,
alliance politics appears to have tem-
pered Tamil nationalist sentiments. The
MDMK, as an ally of the BJP at the
Centre, cannot afford to push the issue
beyond a point. And the PMK, asanally
of the AIADMK, does not want to em-
barrass Ms. Jayalalitha. In any case,
Tamil nationalism is now LTTE-centric
in Tamil Nadu. Fringe groups and the
MDMEK and the PMK are supportive of
the LTTE. Tamil nationalism independ-
ent of the LTTE and the Eelam strug-
gles does not seem to have any space in
the State. Veerappan did nothing to add

to the already strong links of Tamil na-
tionalist groups with the LTTE. Actu-
ally, he gave a ‘local flavour’ to the
Tamil nationalist cause raising issues
such as the Cauvery dispute during the
kidnap drama. With support from the
fringe groups, he tried to make Tamil
nationalism, which was in danger of
being subsumed by the Sri Lankan is-
sue, more ‘Tamil Naduish’.

Indeed, nothing explains the isola-
tion of the Tamil nationalist groups
more than their making use of Veera-
ppan to gain space in the public sphere.

However, it is not as if Tamil na-
tionalism was always a dirty word that
raised visions of only the LTTE and
Veerappan. Not very long ago, during
the time of the emergence of the DMK
as a major party in the 1950s and 1960s,
Tamil nationalism was a rallying point
for large sections of Tamil Nadu trying
to mobilise themselves against a minor-
ity elite.

In the period immediately after its
inception, the DMK began talking of
Tamil nationalism and separatism as
part of an identity politics against the
elite. The anti-north Indian, anti- Brah-
min and anti-Hindi rhetoric was in-
tended to unite 95 per cent of the peo-
ple, ‘the Tamils’, against an identifiable
elite.

All the three different strands of the
Dravidian movement (anti- north In-
dian, anti-Brahmin and anti-Hindi) then
represented real interests of a vast ma-
jority.

But the very success of the move-
ment, the assertion of the intermediate
castes and the middle class, meant its
losing steam. And now, from a clarion
call, Tamil nationalism is reduced to a
dirty word. )
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‘Howers Will Rlways Bloonmr

Sujeeva Nivunhella

“My father died in a bomb blast and
we became refugees. We hated the Sin-
halese until Sunethra madam gave us
this chance. Now I have both Sinhala and
Muslim friends. Earlier, we blamed the
Sinhalese army for everything that hap-
pened to us. Today I blame both sides.”

Thangeshwari is one of the players
in “Flowers will always bloom,” a Sun-
era Foundation production. Most of the
45 actors and actresses in this powerful
drama are disabled. Some are refugees.
For most of them, their flight to London
was the first time in an airplane.

The group, which included four pro-
fessional artistes, arrived in London a
month ago and billeted at a hotel in Ham-
mersmith. They quickly adapted to un-
familiar surroundings.

Thangeshwari said she was living in
the Thirukkovil refugee camp when she
was discovered” by the Sunera Founda-
tion of Ms. Bandaranaike and trained as
an actress. She is grateful to Ms. Ban-
daranaike and the foundation for giving
her undreamed of opportunities that had
enabled her to meet people of other com-
munities.

One of the curses of Sri Lanka’s
separatist war that has now dragged on
for nearly 20 years is that Tamil chil-
dren born after 1983 do not know that
the three communities inhabiting in our
island home - Sinhalese, Tamil and
Muslims - are living in amity outside the
war zone.

Upul Samantilleke, also an actor in
the drama, was a soldier in the Sri Lanka
Army who lost both his legs in the north.
Asked how he felt acting in this play
with Tamil refugees, he had this to say:
“I joined the army to do a job and that
was to safeguard my country. Here we
live together like one family and we do
not have any differences.”

Liz Philipson, who is coordinating
the performances in the UK, got all
members of the company down to the
hotel lobby and told them how to use

the hot and cold water taps in their hotel
bathrooms, how to use the elevator, what
they should do in case of a fire and lots
of other useful details necessary for peo-
ple unfamiliar with the accommodation
in a London hotel.

They were also given body lotions
and lip balm to protect themselves from
the cold.

It’s not all work and no play for these
45 visitors to London. They have been
already to the Lego Land theme park and
enjoyed their day out despite light rain
and a temperature of 13 degrees centi-
grade.

The group attracted a packed audi-
ence to their three performances at Riv-
erside Studios and the general verdict
was “unbelievable.” About 90% of those
who attended were British and all those
who saw the superb performance com-
pletely forgot that the majority of the
players are disabled. There was pro-
longed standing ovations at the end of
each show.

Ms. Sunethra Bandaranaike said that
the Sunera Foundation was launched
about two years ago with a vision to
unite all the people of Sri Lanka. Her
wish is to see all communities in Sri
Lanka living in harmony.

“For the last 18 years there has been
no political solution to the ethnic prob-
lem in Sri Lanka. I think a great deal
can be done through art to help bring
about peace in our homeland,” she said.

“We should not leave aside the disa-
bled. We should share things with them.
It was a good idea to include refugees
into this group. By doing that I think we
started some sort of a healing process
and they stopped looking at you suspi-
ciously.”

She said that the British government
had funded the foundation to train 30
more people and they will recruit play-
ers from all parts of the country - north
to south, west to east. The current pro-
duction was all about war and they plan

anew production with a new theme next
December.

“We are always talking about ‘the
burning issue.” If we can contribute to
improve conditions in the country even
in a small way, we would be very
happy,” she said.

The co-director of the production,
Wolfgang Stange of the AMICI Dance
Theatre Company of London first vis-
ited Sri Lanka in 1974 when he was in-
vited to see children of the Cheshire
Home in Negombo perform. He saw
some disabled children watching the
play but not taking part and that day he
thought to himself “I must find a way of
bringing such kids into the performing
arts.”

Stange felt that the plight of the refu-
gees in Sri Lanka had not been discussed
properly and with the help of Sunethra
Bandaranaike managed to get some real
refugees into “Flowers will always
bloom.”

He said it was his dream to bring the
production to London. “I wanted to share
my experience with my people here and
it was possible to do so to celebrate the
2istanniversary of the Integrated Thea-
tre in London.”

“This was a tremendous new expe-
rience for everybody concerned. How
quickly they adapted was miraculous.
The majority of the players had never
ever been to Colombo,” he said.

Rohana Deva Perera, the other co-
director, said that he had always wanted
to do something for the under-privileged
and that brought him into this project.
He would like to thank his actress wife,
Ramani Damayanthi, for giving the full-
est support to his endeavour.

Perera said that the players included
refugees from the Thirukkovil camp and
disabled soldiers from Rana Viru
Sevana, Ragama. “When we brought
this production to London we had some
reservations of how audiences would
react. I never expected a standing ova-
tion and was overwhelmed,” he said.

Perera also said there were people
who wrongly accused them of using
NGO funds for this project. “I admit that
some NGOs act only for their well be-
ing. But don’t forget, art did not survive
in the world without the help of donors.”
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MATRIMONIAL

Hindu Mother seeks bride for
British born son, 32, M.Sc. and
part qualified CIMA. Send
photo, details. M 1239 c/o
Tamil Times.

Professional Hindu Brahmin
parents seek bride for British
born son, 24, M.Sc., well set-
tled Electronic Engineer. Send
horoscope, details. M 1240 c/o
Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
afiractive professional bride for
.medical doctor son, 28, work-
ing in UK. Send horoscope,
details. M 1241 c/o Tamil
Times.

Uncle seeks accomplished
bride from Colombo or abroad,
preferably professional for
nephew, 27, Computer Sys-
tems Engineer employed UK
residence. M 1242 c/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Hindu Tamil parents
seek professionally qualified
partner for son, 32, 56", hand-
some, qualified, CIMA, Mas-
ter’s degree, holding senior
finance position in US comput-
er firm working in UK. Please
apply with horoscope and
details. M 1243 c/o Tamil
Times.

Tamil father seeks profes-
sional groom for daughter, per-
manent resident, 33, in good
employment in London. M
1244 c/o Tamil Times.

WEDDING BELLS

We congratulate the following
couples on their recent wed-
ding.

Vamini daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
N. Vamadevan of 1 Sterry
Drive, Thames Ditton, Surrey
KT7 OYN and Ramesh son of
Mr. & Mrs. Gunarajali of 33
Bayham Road, Morden, Sur-
rey SM4 5JH on 21st April
2001 at Civic  Suite,
Wandsworth Town Hall, Lon-
don SW18.

Kethesh son of Kandiah &
Shamala Thiruchendurnathan
of 44 The Warren, Carshalton

Beeches, Surrey SM5 4EH
and Seran daughter of Eshref
and Emine Mehmet of 26 East
Drive, Carshalton Beeches,
Surrey SM5 4PB on 29th April
2001 at Fairfield Halls, Croy-
don, Surrey.

OBITUARIES
Rosebell Packiamalar
Mathiaparanam (24.07.1912
- 13.05.2000)

Chelvi Mathiaparanam
(23.02.1943 — 15.09.2000)
Mrs. Mathiaparanam and
daughter Chelvi came from a
distinguished Christian family
in Jaffnra. Mr. K.E. Mathia-
paranam was a greatly
respected teacher at Jaffna
College for several years.
Some years before his death
the eldest son Thilakam was
‘called home'. From this family
the survivors are Rev. Seelan
Mathiaparanam who is a Pas-
tor in Coimbatore, india. He
lives with his wife and young
daughter. The younger daugh-
ter of Mr. & Mrs. Mathia-
paranam Arul, who is a
teacher lives in Mount Lavinia
in Sri Lanka. There is also a
young son Chelvan Mathia-
paranam in Sri Lanka.

It is possible that many have
not yet heard of the death of
Mrs Mathiaparanam and her
daughter Chelvi. Contact
address of Rev. S. Mathia-
paranam:- Site 31, Meena
Estate, Coimbatore 28,
South India.

5

Dr. Nagalingam Kan asmy,
retired General Practitioner,

Liverpool; dearly beloved hus-
band of Vadivambikai; loving
father of Indraranjan, Anushia
and Krishnamuhunthan;
father-in-law of Kathryn and
indrakumar; brother of N.
Vellupillai and N.
Kumarasamy; brother-in-law of
Kethies Thuraisingham, The-
vakie Karunakaran, Yasothai
Sivathondan, Radha Ruthi-
ramoorthy, Sathiapama, Nan-
dapalan Thuraisingham, Saro-
ja and Swarna; devoted grand-
father of Anita, Tanya, Oliver
and Lauren passed away on
Friday, I6th March 2001.
Funeral took place on Satur-
day, 24th March in Sutton, Sur-
rey.

The family are sincerely
grateful to friends and relatives
who attended the funeral, sent
floral tributes, messages of
sympathy and assisted in
numerous ways during the
period of great sorrow.

Bom: 21.03.1933
Died: 09.04.2001
Mrs Seethaluxsmy Palasun-
daram, Trustee, Merton Volun-
teer Bureau, former Head-
mistress, St. Angela’s Junior
School, Brunei; beloved wife of
late Mr. Palasundaram (former
teacher St. Patrick's College
Jaffna, Drieberg College
Chavakacheri, Prince of Wales
College Moratuwa and Antho-
ny Abela College Brunei);sec-
ond daughter of late Mr. & Mrs.
Markandu (Malaysia); eldest
daughter-in-law of late Dr. A.
Suppiah (Tellippalai); sister of
late Mahalingam, Mahadeva,
Poornam (Sydney), Pushkala
and Saroja (Chunnakam), sis-
ter-in-law of Dr.  Aru-
mainayagam (Epidemiologist),
Nadarajah, Rajendram, late
Dr. S. Balakrishnan (Perth),
late Rajaluxsmy, Jeyaluxsmy
(Sydney) and Saraswathy

passed away on 9th April 2001
and the funeral took place on
19th April attended by the
Mayor of Merton and members
of the Merton Volunteer
Bureau.

The members of the family
wish to express their sincere
thanks to all those who helped
and comforted during the
painful period of Seetha’s
untimely and tragic death. — 47
Springfield Avenue, Merton
Park, London SW20 9JR. Tel:
0208 542 3225.

Mrs Sellam Rattinam beloved
wife of the late Mr. Sayam-
bunather Vyramuttu Rattinam;
daughter of the late Mr. V.
Sithamparapillai and
Meenatchipillai; daughter-in-
law of the late Mr. S. Vyramut-
tu and Paruvathipillai all of
Pannalai, Tellippalai; loving
mother of Pathmanathan,
Ramanathan and Loganathan;
mother-in-law  of  Vasuki,
Vijeyaladchumy and
Thanaledchmi; grandmother of
Vijayaluxmi Thevakumar {Aus-
tralia), Senthooran, Bhavan,
Kugan, Asha-Vidthya and
Sathian; great grandmother of
Krishni and Vishala (both of
Australia) passed away peace-
fully aged 80 in UK on 9th May
2001. Her last rites and final
farewell took place on 13th
May in the UK according to
Hindu rites.

The members of the family
extend their grateful thanks to
all friends, relatives, members
of the Saiva Munnetta Sangam
(UK), Temple and other organ-
isations who attended the fan-
eral, sent messages of sympa-
thy, floral tributes and offered
assistance in several ways
during the period of great sor-
row. - 3 The Orchard, Wick-
ford, Essex SS12 OHB, UK.
Tel: (01268) 766624, Fax:
(01268) 561805.
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IN MEMORIAM

Mrs Ranjini Geetanjali
Thirunavukarasu on the fifth
anniversary of her passing
away on 24th May 1996.

Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by her husband
Thirunavukarasu; children
Poomima and Pradeep; father
Mahalingam; mother-in-law
Mrs. P. Ponnuthurai; sisters
Mrs Lalitha Dilkushi
Karunakaran and Priyadarshi-
ni Damayanthy; brothers
Premkumar, Mohanakumar,
Ranjitkumar, Nimalkumar and
Tilakumar;  brothers-in-law
Karunakaran and Balanathan;
sisters-in-law Kamalarani,
Vijayalaxmi, Nirmala,
Yasothara, Nalini, Kamaladevi
and Sugirthadevi - M. Ranyjitku-
mar, 12 Chase Lane, Barking-
side, Essex 1G6 1BH. Tel: 020
8554 2095.

In ever loving memory of Dr.
Parameswaran Kandiah on
the eleventh anniversary of his
passing away on 12th May
1990.

Eleven years have rolled by
since the passing away of a
much dedicated doctor, a
loving husband and father.
To have lived and known a
man such as him is surely
an inspiration to bring out
the goodness and the kind-
ness in us all. God bless
you.

Sorrowfully remembered by
his beloved wife Pathmaseni
and loving children Thayalan
and Anjali. — 29 Mounstan

Close, Hartside
Hartlepool TS26 OLR.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Jun 1st, 4th, 5th & 8th 77am
fo 1.pm Religious Discourses
by Swami Yogeswarananda at
London Tamil Centre, 253
East Lane, Wembley, Middx
HAO 3NN. Tel: 020 8908 2646.
Jun1 Feast of St. Justin.
Jun 2 Eekathasi; South
London Tamil Welfare Group
(SLTWG) Trip to Worthing. Tel:
020 8542 3285.

Jun 3 Pirathosam.

Jun 4 Valkasi Visakam.
Jun5 Full Moon Day; Feast
of St. Bonifice.

Jun 6 Feast of St. Norbert.
Jun?7 Feast of the Most
Holy Trinity.

Jun9 Sankadahara
Chathurthi; SLTWG Drop In.
Tel: 020 8542 3285.

Jun 10 Chariot Festival
(Ther) of Sri Rajarajeeswary
Amman Temple, Stoneleigh,
Surrey, UK. Tel: 020 8393
8147.

Jun 11 Feast of St. Barn-
abas.

Jun 13 Feast of St. Padua.
Jun 14 Feast of the Sacred
Heart of Lord Jesus.

Jun 17 Eekathasi.

Jun 18 Pirathosam; Karthi-
gai.

Jun 20 Amavasai; Feast of
St. Alban.

Jun 23 SLTWG Founder’s
Day Celebrations. Tel: 020
8542 3285.

Jun 24 Chathurthi; Feast of
Nativity of St. John, the Bap-
tist.

Jun 26 Shashti.

Jun 27 Aanj Uththaram;
SLTWG Refugee Week Cele-
brations. Tel: 020 8542 3285.
Jun 30 SLTWG Trip to Clac-
ton Beach.

At the Bhavan Centre, 4A
Castletown Road, London
W14 9HG. TEL: 020 7381
3086/4608.

Jun 7 to Jun 11 7.30pm Lec-
ture on Kriya Yoga by Swami
Shuddhananda. All Welcome.
Jun 16 & Jun 17 71am lo
1.00pm Lecture/Workshop on
Indian Music & Dancing by
Geeta Ramanujam. All Wel-
come.

Jun 25 to Jun 28 7 to 8.30pm
Srimad Bhagavad Gita Lecture
by Swami Parthasarathy. All
Welcome.

Grange,

Australian Newsletter

The Tamil Senior Citizens’
Association held their Annual
Cricket Match on 22nd March
2001. The two teams drawn
from Senior Citizens played
with  great  enthusiasm,
watched by an enthusiastic
crowd for a Challenge Trophy
donated by Dr. & Mrs. A. Bala-
subramaniam in memory of
Mrs. Balasubramaniam’s late
father, Senator S.R. Kana-
ganayagam. Mr. Samy Pasu-
pati, President of the Associa-
tion paid a tribute to the life
and work of the late S. R.
Kanaganayagam and Dr. Bala-
subramaniam presented the
Challenge Trophy to the win-
ning team.

A concert in aid of Eelam
Tamil Association was held in
Sydney on 14th April 2001.
Two stars from South India —
brothers Mohan and Rajesh
Vaidya - presented a show
which was a mix of film music
and carnatic ragas. Rajesh
Vaidya played the Veena and
both of them thrilled the audi-
ence with their Tamil cinema
songs. They were accompa-
nied by an excellent band of
local musicians. Local singers
also took part giving the show
a great variety. The hall was
packed with all the tickets sold
out and the concert raised a
very large sum for the Eelam
Tamil Association.

The Revered Swami
Dayananda Saraswati paid a
visit to Sydney in Apnl 2001
much to the delight of his disci-
ples and admirers. He gave a
series of talks from April 23rd
to 28th which was well attend-
ed. On 28th April, the Sydney
branch of an organisation
called AIMS (All India Move-
ment for Seva) was launched.
The movement headed by
Swami Dayananda is support-
ed by most of the Peetams
and Mutts in India. This organ-
isation aims to reach people in
remote areas of India, espe-
cially the tribal people and
bring them better health care,
education, drinking water elc.
Swami Dayananda feels that
these people have been
neglected by the Hindu organ-
isations and as a result their
poverty is driving them into the
arms of alien faiths. The Chief
Guest was Dr. Balasubramani-
am, Chairman of the Hindu
Council of Australia. He spoke
on the aims and objectives of

the Hindu Council of Australia,
welcomed the formation of
AIMS and called upon the Hin-
dus in Sydney to support the
movement financially. Swami
Dayananda in his speech said
that AIMS was already active
in Tamil Nadu, Andhra and
central states in North India.
Members of the large audi-
ence were called upon to
donate generously and they
readily responded and thou-
sands of dollars was collected
on that day itself.

An organisation called
Anantha Nilayam was formed
a few years ago with the aim of
setting up an International
Memorial Cultural Centre by
the Tamils of Sydney to
encompass Tamils all over the
world irrespective of religion,
place of birth or nationality. It is
envisaged that the centre
would include a conference
hall, a mini theatre and admin-
istrative office facilities. The
centre would primarily be a
‘Ninaivalayam’ to honour and
remember Tamils who had
devoted their lives to promote
and safeguard their land, lan-
guage and culture. They could
be categorised under such
headings as Martyrs, Schol-
ars, Journalists, Poets, Cre-
ative people, Spiritual leaders
efc. Anantha Nilayam held a
concert last year to raise funds
and a meeting of interested
people was held on 21st April.
The live wire behind the pro-
ject is Mrs. Meena Para-
meswaran. The office of Anan-
tha Nilayam is functioning from
her residence at 18 Rochester
Street, Homebush, NSW
2140, Australia. She welcomes
support, suggestions and con-
tributions from well-wishers
around the world.

The Sydney Murugan Tem-
ple Second Maha Utsavam
(Annual Festival) was cele-
brated in a grand manner. The
festival commenced on 28th
March 2001 with the hoisting
of the Holy Flag (Kodiaetram)
and after the Chariot or Ther
festival on 5th April concluded
with Theertham and the lower

continued on page 32

Flat Sale
A First Floor Flat with
Shared Freehold in
Colombo 5, Near Bam-
balapitiya Convent.
Please Contact:
916 344 0364 (USA) *
NO Brokers.
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continued from page 31

ing of the flag on 6th Apnil. The Poonka-
vanam festival was celebrated on 7th April
and drew a throng of devotees estimated
to be well over 5000.

Unlike in our motheriand, the festivals
during the intervening period were allocat-
ed each day to different groups of suburbs
of Sydney to enable all the devotees to
participate in the festivals. The important
flag hoisting, Chariot and Theertham festi-
vals were conducted by the temple to
make them common festivals for all.

One of the highlights of the festival was
the Nathaswaram (Clarinet) and Thavil
(Drums) music provided during the entire
duration of the festival. Highly respected
artistes were flown from India for this pur-
pose.

Numerous devotees took time off from
work for the entire festival period to ensure
that the festivals were conducted success-
fully.

Kanaganayagams - A
Reverential Reminiscence

3 o
Twelve years ago when a message from
Sydney, Australia announced the peaceful
passing away of Suppiah Kana-
ganayagam; District Judge Vigneswaran
said: ‘We have lost a very rare person, one
in thousands’. It was only four days earlier,
this great son of Sri Lanka who was in
good health celebrated his 85th birthday.
The Kanaganayagams were visiting their
daughter and family Down Under following
the destruction of the Jaffna Court House
and its surroundings where Mr. Kana-
ganayagam held forte as a brilliant lawyer
for over half a century. His wife Sakthi-
amma and he, a model couple in the best
traditions of our culture, lived in this neigh-
bourhood and raised their three children as
responsible parents and civic conscious
citizens.

Mr. Kanaganayagam was actively
involved with the Jaffna Bar Association,
Ramanathan Trust, Ramanathan Acade-
my of Music, Hindu Board Orphanage, Uni-
versity of Jaffna and Tamil Congress.
Endeared by friends, relatives and col-
leagues, the couple were sought after as
genuine well-wishing elders at family and
auspices events. Variously addressed as
‘SR’, ‘Senator’ and ‘Ayah’ he had his com-
munity’s interest close to his heart. True to
the name her parents blessed her with, his
wife was his inspirational strength
Mr. Kanaganayagam's knowledge of law

and of due process was remarkable. Wit
was his supreme weapon; often in a diffi-
cult situation he would do a coup de maitre
spiced with humour leaving witnesses and
learned counsel in disarray. The chuckle of
the court on such occasions would be obvi-
ous. He had a Shavian attribute of deliver-
ing home truths wrapped in witly ripostes,
the funniest conveying the most poignant
message. Paying his tribute, the Hon-
ourable Justice Siva Chelliah said his
ready wit often enlivened court proceed-
ings. He added: ‘He was by reason of
seniority, mature experience and daily
involvement in the conduct of cases before
the court was very much part and parcel of
administration of law and justice in the
Jaffna Peninsula’. In his interaction, there
was a human touch; never hurt the feelings
of clients, was kind and generous to juniors
and encouraged young attorneys to devel-
op their court craft. It was a delight to con-
sult with him in his chambers and then to
be in court concentrating on his con-
tentions, the ease with which he presented
them and the incisive humour that took the
crush and chore out of dry and dreary pro-
ceedings. He had the knack of referring to
obscure rulings including books, pages
and columns with ease. Apart from his
mastery of the civil law, SR was an expert
on the Laws of Thesawalamai and Hindu
Trust. Some of his cases were landmarks;
two such were the Maruthady Pillayar Tem-
ple Case, which brought about a new
understanding of temple trusts and the
other the Vaddukoddai JOCS| Cathedral
Church case on the civil rights of worship.

SR began his legal career in 1933 after
formal education at Victoria College, Jaffna
College and a teaching stint at Ananda
College while training for his legal career at
the Law College. A good academic and
keen sportsman, he shone at soccer. His
upbringing in the Valigamam West village
of Sangarathai, Hindu faith and exposure
to Buddhist and Christian traditions and the
many friends he had in the Muslim com-
munity, his close association with the ven-
erated guru and visionary Handy Peri-
panayagam and the pioneering involve-
ment in the Jaffna Youth Congress made
him a creative thinker and natural leader
who harboured no prejudices that plagued
peoples and communities.

He spent some time in the US as a
Smith-Mundt scholar studying the work-
ings of the American democracy. He
served as a United National Party senator
from 1949 to 1957, but with the party com-
promising on its nationalist ideals especial-

ly on the language issue, he joined the

Tamil Congress, possibly more in expres-
sion of his opposition to forces of division
that had bedevilled the country. Deeply
drawn to children, whenever he visited the
orphanage warmth and affection sponta-
neously flowed from him; the kids respond-
ed in kind and would swamp all over him.
The needs of children were never short-
changed despite financial straits the
orphanage often suffered for he had the
wholehearted support of his wife. As much

as they were to their own, they were the
grandparents of the orphaned children as
well. He was a pioneer in setting up the
Ramanathan Music Academy, which today
is on par with the best of its kind in India.
Some of the Academy’s gradualtes are pio-
neering gurus in countries the Tamils have
made their homes during the last two
decades.

Love, compassion and wisdom rooted in
our souls sourced from the Supreme Being
harmonised with the personal attributes of
Ayah and Amma, and as the good judge
said, they were rare gems and a blessing
to many. Two years ago, Amma, the quin-
tessence of the spirit of Sakthi, took her
final bow leaving behind a lovely memory.
She was a worthy example of a truly devot-
ed wife to an equally devoted husband;
together, they were great parents, kind kith
and kin and good citizens.

Victor Kaunairajan, Canada.

Congratulations to
Dr. Arianayagam

Dr. Sakthiyakeerthy Arianayagam J.P.,
Hony. Secretary of the Medical Institute of
Tamils and Chairman of the East London
County Division of the Hospital Consul-
tants and Specialists Association has been
appointed to the General Medical Council
as a member of the Professional Conduct
Committee and to the Commission for
Health Impovement as an Assessor in Clin-
ical Governance in the NHS. Our Congrat-
ulations!

Book Review of
‘Hindu Heritage’

The above book review appeared in the
last issue in April. Copies of the book are
available at £15 from Western Jewellers,
230 Upper Tooting Road, London SW17
7EW. TEL: 020 8767 3445; FAX. 020 8767
3753.

The reviewer was Mr. S. Sriskandarajah,
Solicitor. The omissions are regretted.
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RUPINI’'S BHARATHA
NATYA ARANGETRAM

Natya Arangetram of Rupini
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peripanathan of
Lennard Road, London SE20 and disciple
of Smt. Malathy Jayanayagam took place
on 31st March 2001 at the Ashcroft The-
atre, Croydon, which has witnessed many
eastern cultural progammes by local stu-
dents and eminent artistes from overseas.

Nirupan Perinpanathan welcomed the
audience. The artistically produced pro-
gramme carried the blessings of Yalpanam
Mahawidvan Veeramani lyer and his
appeal to Goddess Vani Thai to help Rupi-
ni to dance along the sacred path was a
solemn prayer. The repertoire was bal-
anced and assured the audience of a rev-
erent performance.

Rupini was fortunate to be assisted by
two blending voices of Smt Sivasakthi
Sivanesan and Selvi Yasoda Mithradas.
The orchestra supported the blending
‘Saareerams’ ushering in musical upholds.
Mirudangam was a great support to Rupi-
ni. Balachander produced the admirable
intricate ‘cholkattus’ ushering the dancer’s
body movements and ‘thalas’ of feet. The
mirudangam brought out vibrating encour-
agement of Rupini's performance. A sure
boost!l The Veena Ghanam and Venu
Ghanam was a rare but magnificent sober
contribution. Smt Malini Thanabalasinga-
mon on the Veena and Sri Pitchaiappah
Gnanavaradan on the flute thrilled the
audience and contributed to the success of
the programme. Special mention must be
made about Selvan Kumar Ragunathan on
the violin — a promising young artiste who
rendered a height to the title he embraces
— ‘Sangeeta Kala Jothi'.

Reverence filled the performance ~ Tho-
daya Mangalams was homage to
‘Parampurisha’ — Lord Krishna — His many
incarnations (Avatharas). Jatheeswaram,
in Ragamalika, choreographed by Rupini’s
Guru was a real treat. Varnam gave plenty
of scope to the dancer to exhibit her sense
of Sanchari Bhava, and Thala Pinnal.

EGG Hoppers

To Suit Your Sri Lankan Taste
While You Are in Madras

Call Egg Hoppers:
821 4979 or 826 2891
(All meals cooked using bottled
water to avoid stomach problems)
email: aanjaneya@mailcity.com
Cars, Hotels, Travel Arranged

‘Ganam Isaithu Nindrayo’ was a master
production of the Guru and disciple.

After the interval ‘Vadakayilayil Vaalum
Easann’ consisted of Thandava exhibition
of Lord Nadarajah’s wondrous dance
which brought the world salvation destroy-
ing evils. The dancer exhibited Lord
Nadarajah’s ‘Urthava Thandavas’ per-
formed in Kailaas and ‘Ananda Thandavas’
in Chidambaram. The Guru’s deep knowl-
edge of these exhibitions was well por-
trayed by Rupini.

The Keerthanam in Ragamalika choreo-
graphed by Rupini was a true contribution
of the mother tongue she possesses. The
parents and the South London Tamil
School who are responsible for this knowi-
edge have reaped the harvest. The Tamil
school has added ‘a feather to its cap’.

Nirupan, tutored by an eminent teacher
Mrs. Malini Thanabalasingam contributed
a musical interlude on the Veena. She is a
product of the College of Carnatic Music,
Madras and a senior disciple of Professor
K.P. Sivanandan of Tanjavoor. She has
many credits to her veena playing and that
was portrayed in Nirupan's Veena playing!
The Patham — Navarasa Nayaki composed
by Veeeramani Iyer, a true meritorious fol-
lower of Ambal has given Rupini a back-
ground to exhiibit the nine events in the life
of Goddess Parvathi and shone the glory
of her religious knowledge.

Thillana, the vigorous finish in the reper-
toire crowned the programme dedicated to
Lord Krishna followed by Mangalam was a
gratitude to the Gods, Guru, accompany-
ing artistes and the audience.

Kumari Pramila Thavaraja, a product of
the South London Tamil School, who has
performed her Arangetram elucidated the
items in English. Smt Anandarani Balen-
dra’s easy clear introduction in Tamil
revealed her sound knowledge of art and
language. Her mature ushering adomed
the recital and added glory to the pro-
gramme. ‘Aum — Maha - Ganapathaya
Namaha’ ushered the Arangetram. Smt.
Saraswathi Pakiraja graced the evening
with her presence as Guest of Honour. Her
blessings will surely help Rupini to go for-
ward in this divine art. The Chief Guest Dr.
Manjubashini Sivanathan crowned the pro-
gramme with the deep and cultured
speech on the art of which she had precise
knowledge.

Salutations to devoted parents, Guru,
disciple and the musicians from art lovers.
A deep knowledge of religion, bhava,
Thala and cuiltured episodes with the foun-
dation in mother tongue reveals a memo-
rable security to all.

Sincere blessings from

Damayanthi.

S. K. Ganeshwaran -

Appreciation
It is a year since S. K.Ganeshwaran, a
great soul, generous to a fault left us for a
nobler abode. It is hard to imagine that
Ganesh, so full of spirit and good cheer,

had left us so suddenly. To his large circle
of friends, relatives, colleagues and neigh-
bours, his demise was shocking as it was
sudden. The crowds that thronged his
home bore testimony to the esteem and
reverence with which he was held by so
many people from all walks of life.

My association began over forty years
ago, when he entered the portals of Per-
adeniya University as a freshman in 1960.
His batch mates would vouch for the fact
that he had no foes; in fact he had qualities
that were so sterling that he couldn't have
made enemies: he was sincere, genuine in
hard times, full of bonhomie in good times,
supportive during examinations, con-
cerned during ill health and over all honest
in his dealings with fellowmen.

After his degree he joined Burah, Hathy
and Co. as a trainee, passed out as a
Chartered Accountant and subsequently
became a partner in the same firm. He also
had his own indenting firm Escaygee Syn-
dicates, in addition to holding a manage-
ment qualification. He also started the
firm's Kurunegala Branch which he ran
successfully. His colleagues would confirm
that he was not only an intelligent and per-
severing officer but that he had sharp busi-
ness acumen as well as an alert perception
for innovative ventures.

He was very successtul in life. However
he was never ostentatious; he could have
been flamboyant, for he was magnani-
mous in his gestures; to those who sought
his assistance he was more than large
hearted. He was simple and humble, never
envious nor selfish — the hallmark of a true
Hindu. He was trustee of the Kalikovil at
Mutwal and he discharged his religious
duties with integrity. He was a Foster Par-
ent and donated funds to schools, temples
and other charities. He looked after his wife
and children with great commitment, and
he spent two much deserved holidays in
Australia with his only daughter who is
happily married in Melbourne. All of us,
who have been very close to him miss his
fellowship dearly. Indeed if he made
friends, his dedication to their cause was
deep and honest. | am sure the good Lord
has reserved a nobler place for him in his
next birth.

Sivakurunathan.

Sadly missed and fondly remembered by
wife and children, brothers, sisters and
their families - S. K. Parameswaran, 12
More Close, Purley, Surrey CR8 2JN. Tel:
020 8660 7747.

For Sale
Large house, 6 bedrooms, garden
plus 2 bedroom annexe. Large 49
perch divisible plot. Central
Colombo 6.
contact e-mail:

colombohouse @ hotmail.com

or Box E92 c/o Tamil Times.
No Brokers.
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COLOMBO MADRAS TORONTO
AIR SAVERS

SYDNEY
MELBOURNE

FROM

AGENTS FOR ALL MAJOR AIRLINES
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

Singapore: £339, Kuala Lumpur: £355, Bangkok: £310,
Delhi: £280, Bombay: £280, JFK: £150,
San Francisco £185, Lagos: £310, Accra: £340,
Jamaica: £403, Karachi: £250, Lahore: £300

For Cheaper Fares Available for Summer Holidays

' Please contact Malor

)
TEL: 020 - 8540 2226 “romcs®

FAX: 020 - 8540 6131  forbookings
~ MOBILE: 0961 401 260 ‘
""" 236 Merten High Street

South Wimbleden, Lenden SW19 1A EN
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

out now!
Tamil Pages 2001

Tamil Pages is a good reference on Tamil
organisations based in Britain. Copies are available
free in Temples, Tamil shops and Tamil organisations.
To get your free copy by post please send postage
stamps to the value of £3.00 or cheque/postal order
in favour of British Tamil Directories

Tawmil Business through Tamil Pages
BRITISH

Tamil

DIRECTORIES

British Tamil Directories

52 Kingsley Road, Wimbledon

London SW19 8HF
Tel :020 8543 2126 / 020 8942 8745
Fax: 020 8540 3442
Mobile: 0771 800 3838, 0771 800 3839 -
web : http://www.tamilpages.org

Email:editor@tamilpages.org

Motor & Home

Insurance

All Classes of Insurance Transacted
At Very Competitive Rates
Young Drivers Specialists

Special Rates for
Ladies/Mature Drivers
Building @ Fire Liability @
Shop/Office @ Health Insurance @
Instalment Terms Available
Computerised Quotes

J. Kulendran

Beddington Insurance Services
(Wimbledon) Limited
157 Hartfield Road, Wimbledon,
London SW19 3TJ.

Tel: 020 8543 5181 Fax: 020 8543 0728

We Excel in The Personal Service
We Provide

NATHAN & CHELVA

s We Work For Your Interest E] '
Contact us for prompt & proper service in all Legal

matters including Immigratiom & Conveyancing
Domestic & Commercial

Legal Aid Work also undertaken
Partners: K. Chelva-Nayagam LLB,, T. Sri Pathma Nathan
169 TOOTING HIGH STREET, LONDON SW17 0SY

TEL: 020 8672 1800
FAX: 020 8672 0105

- T.S.T. SKY TRAVEL

* We offer you flights on scheduled airlines at a
tair price

* We specialise in flights to Sri Lanka, india, Malaysia,
Singapore, USA, Canada & Australia i

*  We will gladly refund the price difference if you can
convince us that you could have got the same ticket
cheaper elsewhere on the same date of purchase.

Please contact Mr. Thiruchelvam,
69 Toynbee Road,
Wimbledon, London SW20 8SH.

Tel: 020 8542 5140/8543 3318

Sa—
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THE FIRST & BEST TAMIL JEWELLER IN LONDON

@ VISIT US NOW
FOR LATEST 22CT. GOLD JEWELLERIES
© WIDE RANGE OF STOCKS ALWAYS
AVAILABLE

@ Thali Kodi @ Necklace sets
@ Pathakkams
& Various types of Ear Studs
@ Jimmikkies & Panchayuthams
@ Chains, Bangles Etc. Etc...

© WE ARE AT YOUR SERVICE
SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
© WE PERFORM THALI POOJA AS WELL

TV =0y i = 24\ B 230 UPPER TOOTING ROAD, TOOTING

LONDON SW17 7EW

N2 =26 TEL 020 8767 3445 FAX: 020 8767 3753

Web: http:/lwww.luxmi.com/western

SKY WINGS

TRAVEL AGENTS

MAIN AGENT FOR SRI LANKAN AIRLINES, KUWAIT AIRWAYS, AIR INDIA & ROYAL JORDANIAN

/ . COLOMBO rron £440 +ax
MADRAS/TRICHI OR TRIVENDRUM onyy £345 - 7ax

(NO STOPOVER IN COLOMBO)

S’POREIKLIBANGKOK ony £300 +7ax q
(NO STOPOVER IN COLOMBO)
SYDNEY OR MELBOURNE oniy £570 + tax

CALL: BALA, MAYURAN or DASH For our Fantastic Offers

WORLDWIDE TRAVELON  (Special rates in many Colombo Hotels)
BRITISH AIRWAYS

& KLM 119 TOOTING HIGH STREET, LONDON SW17 0SY

” N\ TEL: 020- 8672 9111 (6 LINES)

FAX: 020-8672 0951 MOBILE: 0850 876 921(24 HOURS)

AMERI

Internet: http:/ www.skywings.co.uk e-mail: bala@skywings.co.uk S

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK INSTANT 24HR. TICKETING
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TRAVEL ** SHIPPING ** AIR FREIGHT

WORLDWIDE

MAIN AGENT FOR ﬂj p T KUWAIT AIRWAYS
SRILANKAN AIRLINES 0, ROVALJORDANI 540245 [/NAGCOMPANIED BAGGAGE |
SRILANKAN AIRLINES FARES New Seafrelaht Servi
CoLoumn MARRES 1% Tea Chest or 5 Cuft. £50
16" APRIL to 15" JULY from £440  £440 Addl. v £35
18" JULY to 31 AUG. from £495 £495 "% 4 PERSONAL EFFECTS + HOUSEHOLD GOODS
I2SEPLIo" DEC.fom el He solaan + VEHICLES & MACHINERY | |
10 30° JUNE E515 rvaum 3 wokmis) ‘ TO COLOMBO & OTHER
LONDON - COLOMBO - MADRAS - TRIVENDRUM E400 WORLD WIDE DESTINATIONS
{¥ALID 3 MONTHS . HO STOPOVER I COLOWBO) All fare exclude Airport Taxes
ﬁiﬁhﬁ?&&“&fﬁé’ﬁ“:ﬁ%&é Credit Cards Accepted subject to conditions
Lpleas:“:igg“ﬁ:‘;;‘:m"’a;‘;”'f‘;;s = Fares Subject to change without notice.
GULF AR, ROYAL JORDANIAN, Travel by Srilankan Airlines eGet free ;?;ry J:rf :::;'Il;l:ﬂ ;It;a:r;
KUWAIT, QATAR & OTHER MAJOR AIRLINES g :
1.

14 Allied Way, off Warple Way, Acton, London W3 ORG

T
Telephone: 020 - 8740 8378/020 - 8749 0595/020 - 8743 7353, Fax: 020 - 8740 4229 o
E-mail: glencarriers@natscapecnline.co.uk Wabsite HTTP:/WWW.GLENCARRIERS.DIAL.PIPEX.COM ( TATA :I

The most trusted and reliable name.in the trade

GLEN CARRIERS LTD &,

888 p. SRINIVASAN D) APPLE AIR ||

[ TNDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER | Ll AGENTD?T COLOVBD 'g
L e, T8 SIH, United Kingdom ... R & F
Fax: 020 - 8763 2220 D ROVAL JORDANIAN irapiid |
Tel: 020 - 8763 2221 |8
AND FARES ON ALL OTHER AJOR AIRLINES ¢
Mobile: 0958 - 424222 |6
PE]‘SO]‘IE[! 020 - 8763 1222 KUWMT E 335 +TAX I'F
We hove lounched o Web Site on the World-wide wed for the ‘
benefit of our clients [n the UK. E 333 +TAX '

and World-wide, who are Interested in 20 mu

PENSION SRILANKAN £ 440 + TAX (I*SETHE

LIFE ASSURANCE JORDANIAN £ 369+ TAX Mgt |
MORTGAGES? .

PROPERTY LETTING {ARDM Estates)” TEL 020' 8563 0364 |
GENERAL INSURANCE (ARM Associates)™ 07957 543 007 -

("ol regulaied by Fersunsl lsvesiment Auihoriliod th 020_5?‘43 4912 i _1 3

Blense pay L5 & Vgl
http:lffwmv.f‘mautinl,advisurncl.m.uk
oar
cortael ug on F-muil
For Life Assursnce
Srini@srinivasan.co.uk
For General Insurance
ARM(marmassociates.co.uk

E-mail:appleair@appleairbtinternet.com £
Web Site:http:fhvww‘biinteru:t.mnﬂ-ﬂppleairqpplu,n-'

338A KING STREET @;@.
‘Iir'" 4

LONDON W6 ORR

Travel Insurance plus Hotel Reservatit
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