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A Culture of Endemic Violence

The assumption to power in 1994 of the Pedples Alliance (PA) gov-

_ ernment under President Chandrika Kumaratunnga generated the hope
T(l j77) i I e that the politics of violence which characterised the previous 17-year rule
L by the United National Party (UNP) also would at last come o an end. But

the widespread violence that accompanied the recent election campaign
to the North Central Provincial Council (NCP) has dashed that hope
among many, including those who are generally sympathetic to the PA

government
ISSN 0266 - 44 88 That large number of incidents of violence, including intimidation,
Vol XVIII No. 2 assaults and even murder, were committed during the recently held elec-
15 FEBRUARY 1999 tion campaign is not in doubt. What is worse is the allegation of vote-

rigging by way of impersonation and crude stuffing of ballot boxes with
bogus votes. An interim report by an independent election monitoring

Published by: group recorded a staggering 675 incidents of violence that took place in
TAMIL TIMESLTD 45 days of campaigning in the Province reflecting the scale and intensity
PO Box 121, Sutton, of the violence. One is compelied to ask whether history is repeating
Surrey SM1 3TD itself in that even under the present government the country is already
United Kingdom o returning to the days of poiitical violence, abuse of power and electoral

Phone: 0181 644 0972 malpractices experienced under the previous UNP regime.
Fax: 0181 241 4557 The opposition parties, mainly the UNP, have accused the supporters
PR of the ruling party of indulging in violence while government supporters

L Email: prajan@gn.apc.org have claimed that the UNP too had resorted to violence.

In the aftermath of the election, the Opposition and UNP leader Ranil
Wickremasinghe cried foul and indulged in a pathetic display of self-

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION righteous indignation accusing the government party supporters of be-
UK/ndialSti Lanka.........ooooeo. ing mainly res_ponsabk? for the violence. It was during the previous UNP
Afstgil:/ fi Lanka £15/k{i§ig regime, of which Ranil Wickremasinghe was a leading figure, that politi-

""""""""""""""""""""""""" cal violence directed at the opposition during elections and other times

USA. oo e US$35 was routinely practised. Such violence was so intense and pervasive that
not only the opposition political parties but also journalists, human rights
activists and academics were cowed into virtual silence. Not only the
party thugs, but also the forces of law and order including the police and
the armed forces were drafted into the practice of institutionalised politi-
cal violence. Despite its defeat in 1994 bringing into power a new govern-
ment, recent events have shown that the UNP's legacy of the culture of
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of the editor or publishers. The political violence still persists and appears endemic. The fact that the
publishers assume no responsibility UNP leadership deployed some notorious and discredited former per-
for return of unsolicited sonnel from the security forces to constitute so-called self-defence teams
manuscripts, photographs or artwork. during the NCP election campaign demonstrates that it has yet to give up
L its familiar proclivity to political violence.

Recalling and citing the UNP's past record of violence or repeatedly
CONTENTS 3 Y asserting the democratic credentials of President Kumaratunga is no
defence against the accusation that over-enthusiastic supporters of the
ruling PA, including some of its leading members in the province, partici-
pated in many incidents of violence during the election campaign. The
government has a constitutional and democratic duty to ensure that elec-
tions are free and fair and that the will of the electorate is reflected in the
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News Review 04 outcome. To permit the commission of acts of violence and electoral
A Controversial Election 08 malpractices with impunity designed to subvert the will of the people is
The National Question 13 an abdication of its constitutional and democratic duty. Such a govern-
The Sri Lankan |dentity 15 ment and those who lead it will soon lose their democratic credentials in
ICRC's Role 17 the eyes of the people. '

Politics of Cultural identity 18 One assumes that the appointment by the President of a Commis-
Rajiv Murder — Fresh Probe? 24 sion headed by a retired Judge to investigate into the allegations of elec-
Er)rf\eM;:mﬁn‘;‘"grEga“égre's g?, tion related violence and other malpractices that occurred during the

recent election campaign reflects a recognition on her part of the serious
threat to democracy in Sri Lanka. And it is hoped that the investigation
would be thorough, impartial and not unduly prolonged and the guilty
men, irrespective of their political or party affiliation, would be brought to
J book and appropriately dealt with.
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Elections to the Wayamba (North-
Western Provincial Council) were held
on January 25. Three independent
election monitoring groups - the Mov-
ement for Free and Fair Elections
(MFFE), the People’s Alliance for Free
and Fair Elections (PAFFREL) and the
Centre for Monitoring Election Vio-
lence (CMEV) - reported a series of
events of intimidation and violence
during the election campaign, lead-
ing up to large-scale violations of ele-
ction law on election day. Accusa-
tions were primarily leveled by the
UNP, the JVP and the New Left Front
against the PA, by the PA against the
UNP, and by the MULF against the
SLMC. However, the extent of com-
plaints against the PA, including ac-
cusations against MPs and even Cabi-
net Ministers, were the most serious.

Following the declaration of the
PA as the winner of the Wayamba
elections, both the UNP and the JVP
filed action in Court challenging the
decision.

There were many protests from
groups in Wayamba who had been
intimidated and deprived of their right
to vote, as well as from the monitor-
ing groups and other independent ob-
servers. Some sections of the clergy
of Wayamba, both Buddhist and
Christian came out with strong state-
ments decrying the violence and in-
timidation. The response of the PA
was to launch a highly personalised
attack on the monitoring groups, ac-
cusing them of being agents of the
Opposition (the UNP) and of being
funded from abroad. In addition, the
Foreign Ministry went so far as to
write officially to the diplomatic com-
munity in Colombo, asking them to
refrain from commenting on the
Wayamba clections. This in tun cre-
ated a real furor in media circles.

The President was in Switzerland,
attending the sessions of the World
Economic Forum, during the elec-
tions. On her return Sri Lanka, she
expressed her dissatisfaction with the
manner in which the elections had
been conducted, and said that all

those implicated in acts of violence
during the elections would be pun-
ished, including her own colleagues.
These sentiments were reiterated in
her Independence Day message of
February 4.

The President also appointed two
Committees, one to look into allega-
tions of misconduct during the elec-
tions, and the other to propose cha-
nges to the election laws. However,
belying the rhetoric was her appoint-
ment of several PA members who had
been directly associated with some
violent incidents as Ministers in the
Wayamba Provincial Council.

The Wayamba election has re-
sulted in creating a major political cri-
sis in Sri Lanka. On the one hand, the
PA’s reaction to the independent
monitoring groups has led to some
level of confrontation developing
with groups and individuals who had
been supportive of the PA in the past.
On the other, rifts have developed
within the PA itself, as to how to face
the consequences of the accusations
of unfair practices. Several Cabinet
Ministers have themselves gone on
record expressing their dismay with
the turn of events. SLMC leader
Ashraff was among them. The LSSP,
which is a constituent member of the
PA, also issued a statesmen decrying
the violence.

Human rights groups are raising
broader consequences, such as the
absence of minority representatives
and opinions within the Wyamba PC.
In addition, they point out that the
failure of Provincial exercises in demo-
cratic practice, such as the Wayamba
PC elections, lead to widespread dis-
illusionment with any proposals for
the devolution of power.

Among the most critical problems
of the Sri Lankan electoral system that
emerge from an analysis of the
Wayamba PC elections are the inabil-
ity of public officials - who serve as
Returning Officers ad Presiding Of-
ficers at the various polling stations -
and Police officials - who provide se-
curity - to withstand pressure and in-

timidation from politically powerful
individuals who prevent them from
carrying out their lawful obligations
as far as the polls process is con-
cerned. Polls Monitors reported many
instances where Police officers re-+
mained silent bystanders while the
polls station was invaded by an armed
gang who proceeded to grab ballot
papers, mark them and stuff them into
the ballot boxes, and other instances
where Police had refused to entertain
any complaints, especially those
made by members of opposition par-
ties and groups against the PA which
is the party in power. In addition, the
lack of space for the representation
of minority opinions and points of
view within the existing electoral stru-
cture has been proved once more by
the results of the Wayamba election.

While the Wayamba elections re-
sults were creating a furore, on Janu-
ary 28 the Supreme Court delivered a
judgment which was a stunning indic-
tment of interference in the work of
the Elections Commissioner by the
executive arm of the government. In
its decision, the Court ordered the
Commissioner of Elections to set
dates for elections to the five Provin-
cial Councils where elections should
have been held in August 1998. This
has led to many expressions of con-
cern from many different quarters,
especially those who voice fears of
escalated repetitions of the violence
and intimidation that was seen in the
Wayamba. A Bill containing an amen-
dment to election law, which would
empower the Commissioner of Elec-
tions to allow Secretaries of parties
concemned to alter the list of names of
candidates in the nominations lists
submitted for the August 1998 elec-
tions which were postponed, is now
before Parliament. Certain sections
of this Bill, according to a Supreme
Court deciston, have to be passed
with a two-thirds majority.

The monsoon has brought mili-
tary operations in the North and East
to a virtual standstill. There have been
several reports of civilian fatalities
caused by aerial attacks made by the
SLAF in the parts of the northern prov-
ince that are close to the Jaffna pe-
ninsula. The shooting of a M24 heli-
copter on one such shelling mission
was a grim reminder of the LTTE’s
acquisition of surface-to-air missile
power in recent times. During Janu-
ary, there were also sevcral clashes
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between the Navy and the LTTE’s Sea
Tigers on the seas in and around
Mullaitiva. Meanwhile, report of sho-
rtages of essential items continued to
flow in from the Vanni.

The shortage of man and woman
power continued to pose a major que-
stion to any military strategy that
could be devised in the future. Fol-
lowing a number of amnesties and
recruitment drives, in January the
Defence Ministry announced that it
would continue to prosecute desert-
ers. However, in the case of any vol-
untary surrenders, those persons
would be considered Absent without
Leave and penalised accordingly.

The creation of a Joint Operations
Bureau under the leadership of former
‘Army chief Daluwatta and the bring-
‘ing of this JOB under the authority of
the National Security Council headed
by the President seemed also to indi-
cate some changes decision-mak-
ing structures within the Defence es-
tablishment. '

Throughout January there has
been speculation that the Ministry for
Constitutional Affairs was pressing
for the proposals for Constitutional
Reform to be brought before Parlia-
ment without further delay. If this was
done without achieving some accom-
modation from the UNP, however, it
would probably lead to a defeat of
the proposals, thus setting in motion
an action plan that could include a
nationwide Referendum on the pro-
posals. The almost clandestine re-
turn of EPRLF leader and former Chief
Minister of the North-East Province,
Varatharaja Perumal from India also
fuelled speculation regarding the
government’s latest agenda with re-
gard to the peace process.

There has also been some degree
of speculation about the EPDP’s ob-
jectives behind taking over the re-
building of a statue to Sivakumaran
(the first cyanide suicide) at Urumpirai
in Jaffna, and PLOTE’s objectives n
distributing calendar with a graphic
depicting a battle between a lion and
a tiger.

The level of violence in present-
day Sri Lanka has been cited as a
cause for concern by the Police De-
partment. According to statistics co-
mpiled by the Police Department,
there were 1157 murders in Sr1 Lanka
in 1998, of which only 247 were re-
ported from the North and East. They
also said there were alarming in-

creases in cases of rape and armed
robbery.

Amnesty International continued
to press the issue of illegal detention
centres operating in Vavuniya, ad-
dressing its concerns to the govern-
ment as well as to PLOTE. In several
Urgent Alerts it has compiled a list of
over 15 names of Tamil youth who
have been reported as abducted and
missing in the Vavuniya area. The es-
cape of one detainee from a camp led
to many revelations in this regard.

Norwegian Secretary of State for
foreign Affairs, Mr. Lunde, visited Sri
Lanka during January and had meet-
ings with government officials as well
as with representatives of various
political opinions. Also in January,
Foreign Minister Kadirgamer visited
Australia to carry on with his cam-
paign to appeal to world leaders to
prevent the LTTE from establishing
fund-raising and propaganda sec-
tions in their countries. There were
also several discussions with repre-
sentatives of the Thai government,
following reports that the LTTE was
smuggling arms and ammunition pur-
chased in Cambodia on to the East
coast via Thailand.

WAYAMBA ELECTION

Following the announcement of
elections to the Wyamba Provincial
Council at the end of January, Mr. Sir-
ipala Jayaweera, a senior member of
the Sri Lanka Administrative Service,
was appointed Governor of the Prov-
ince on January 5, filling the vacancy
created by the sudden resignation of
the former Governor Hector Araww-
awala.

The election campaign commen-
ced in earnest in the first week of Janu-
ary. The Wayamba Province consists
of 2 Districts, Kurunegala and Putta-
lam, with a total of 1,359,295 voters.
There were 446 candidates standing
for election, with 52 seats in the Pro-
vincial Council up for grabs - 35 in
Kurunegala, 15 in Puttalam and 2 bo-
nus seats.

There were allegations and coun-
ter-allegations of intimidation and
violence levelled at all political par-
ties. A detailed survey of the violence
linked: to these elections has been
documented by the CMEV, while both
election-monitoring groups, PAFFR-
FEL and MFFE, have made their own
observations regarding the violence
as well as the violation of election

laws. Among some of the key inci-
dents reported were :

January 02 : SLMC office in Viruth-
odai, Puttlam set on fire,

January 05 : The house UNP candi-
date Gamini Dissanayake was shot at;
January 10 : The UNPoffice in Mawa-
tagama attacked by armed gang; the
office was badly damaged;

January 12 : 384 official polling cards
were seized at gunpoint in Mundel,
Puttlam District, on the very first day
of distribution;

January 13 : attack on Patrick Ferna-
ndo and other members of the New
Left Front,

January 16 : UNP supporter T. Siva
killed;

January 19 : JVP meeting attacked at
Pannala, about ten people injured;
January 20 : PA office at Andigama
Junction in Anamaduwa attacked; PA
supporter Wijedasa assaulted at Me-
egalewa,

January 21 : Kurunegala District UNP
MP D.M. Bandaranayaka complains
of death threats; .

The violence during the election
campaign resulted in 3 deaths. One
of them, of PA  Gamini Weerasinghe,
was reported to have occurred as a
misfire. The most disturbing of the
reports was the one from Mawata-
gama, where the body of a youth who
was abducted by persons identified
as belonging to the security forces
was found dumped a few days after
his abduction. Assault and sexual
abuse of several women and children
were also reported. The reports of the

-monitoring groups have detailed in-

formation on all these cases.
Throughout the election period,
the monitoring groups, religious lead-
ers and other independent observers
appealed for a cessation of the violen-
ce and intimidation. On January 21, a
few days before the elections, the
Chief prelate of the Wayamba Sangha
Sabhawa (the highest Buddhist au-
thority for the Province) along wit
over 30 other Buddhist monks and
priests of Catholic, Muslim and Hindu
religions issued a joint appeal to the
President, to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition and to the Chief Ministerial can-
didates of all the groups standing for
election, calling on them to ensure
peaceful elections. The statement ex-
pressed concern regarding the esca-
lation of election related violence in
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Wayamba, and in particular regard-
ing the entry of various underworld
thugs into the Wayamba area. The
statement issued by the Civil Rights
Movement of Sri Lanka called on the
voters of the Wayamba not to vote
for any candidate who resorts to vio-
lence or encourages acts of hooligan-
Ism.

The Police Department too was in-
volved in monitoring election-related
violence in the Wayamba. On Janu-
ary 21, IGP Kodituwakku announced
that on the basis of their information,
the Police had made an assessment
of which areas tended to display a
propensity for violence and had deci-
ded to provide special security for
certain polling stations. Accordingly,
357 of the 1,162 polling booths in the
Wayamba Provincial Council election
had been selected for the provision
of special police security. He also said
that all policemen covering polling
booths were to be armed.

On January 19, a group of several
key Colombo-based diplomats visited
the Wayamba Province on a fact-find-
ing mission. While there, they met
with Senior PA and UNP politicians
involved in the ongoing campaign.
The diplomats visited several trouble
spots such as Wariyapola, Kuliyapi-
tiya, Ridigama and Anamaduwa to see
for themselves the situation prevail-
ing there.

They also elicited information on
the disturbances from local residents
and had discussions with Christian
and Buddhist dignitaries, representa-
tives of organizations monitoring the
elections as well as political parties.

CIVILIANLIFE
INTHE NORTHAND EAST

North :

The situation in the Jaffna penin-
sula remained tense, with frequent
clashes between the LTTE and the
military creating a sense of insecurity
in the community in general. Devel-
opment work such as the rebuilding
of roads has come to halt due to rain.
The landmine eradication programme
set up by the UNDP is still in its
awareness-raising phase, with the
actual clearing of landmines due to
start in Apnl. Statistics from the Jaffha
hospital showed that there had been
a reduction in the number of persons
wounded by landmines, from 111 in
1997 to 40 in 1998. The.Council of
NGOs in Jaftna District, headed by

Mr. Ganeshalingam, continues to be
active, making regular representa-
tions to the government regarding
various problems faced by the civil-
1an population of the peninsula.
Among the issues they have focused
on are : the difficulties faced by the
fishing community by the continuing
ban on fishing in some parts of the
peninsula; the fact that 22,473 chl-
dren under 5 in the peninsula have
been detected to suffer from malnour-
ishment; the fact that there is no Reg-
istrar of Births and Deaths function-
ing in Jaffna; that there is a shortage
of over 500 personnel in the health
sector in Jaffna.

In the context of the prevailing
tensions, people hailed the New Year
address made by Bishop of Jaffna Dr.
Thomas Savudranayagam, in which
he appealed for peace and in partieu-
lar called on the LTTE to abandon its
extremist positions.

There were several reports of ci-
vilian deaths reported from Jaffna pe-
ninsula in the month of January. C.
Selvamalar (36) was skilled in Vada-
mnarachchi on January 4; Town Coun-
cil member for Velvetithurai, Jacob
Anthony (26) was killed in Nelliady,
Jaffna on January 13; On January 23,
P.P. Nishan was shot dead by the
LTTE in Kopay;, Two persons were
shot dead by the army for violating
curfew, one, Kavithasan was killed in
Chavakachcheri on January 23 and
the other, Divyanathan, was shot
dead in Gurunagar on January 24, a
PLOTE leader T. Chandramohan was
shot dead on Hospital Street in Jaffna
town in broad daylight on January 25.
On January 30, a Chnistian priest and
2 others were killed in a shell attack
from Pooneryn. In addition, there
have been several complaints addr-
essed to the Anti-Harassment Com-
mittee in Colombo, alleging disap-
pearances of youth in Jaffna; among
the names mentioned have been : Chr-
istie Johnson Basilraj of Gurunagar,
Sinnathamby Thavaraja of Nallur and
Pararajasingham Baskaran of Chunna-

The resumption of air transport
between Jaffna and Colombo for pri-
vate individuals was greeted with a
sense of relief by persons who had
been waiting for months for an op-
portunity to travel back and forth. The
fact that the flights are operated by
the SLAF could of course pose a prob-
lem for travelers. HELITOURS began

operating one flight a day from Co-
lombo to Jaffna and back, with the
same rules regarding Defence Minis-
try clearance for travelers applying as
before.

Vanni :

Although there were no major mili-
tary operations in January, there was
a severe clash between the LTTE and
Sri Lankan security forces in Manku-
lam 1n the first week of January. The
biggest clashes, however, were at sea,
in and around Mullaitivu.

Complaints of shortages of essen-
tial items - food, drugs and fuel in-
cluding kerosene - continued to be a
main focus of reports from the Vanni.
A report from the Medical Officer of
Health (MOH) 1n Kilinochchi stated
that 52% of the children under 5 in
welfare centers in the Kilinochchi Dis-
trict were malnourished. The resur-
gence of malaria in the Vanm was an-
other area of concern.

East :

Electricity was restored to Batt-
icaloa on January 13, Thaiday. Reports
in January indicated that the LTTE
had tumed its attention to disrupting
telecommunications, several small tel-
ephone communication boxes within
Batticaloa town itself were blown up
during the month.

There continued to be clashes be-
tween the LTTE and the military. In
Eravurpattu, one person (N. Sabana-
yagam) was killed when a group of
persons transporting a patient to
hospital in a bullock cart during cur-
few hours was shot at by military per-
sonnel at an army checkpoint. On
January 8, Kanapathippilla1 Alakaiya
(64), father of 3, was shot dead by
unknown persons at in Eravur; on Ja-
nuary 18, Ehamparam Anantharajah
(17) of Mylampaveli was shot dead
by unknown people at Saththuruk-
kondan in Batticaloa.

At the end of January, there was a
clash between the army and the LTTE
in Mankerny in Valaichenai; follow-
ing this incident , the army shelled
the area and 2 civilians were report-
edly to have been injured.

The ship LANKA MUDITHA has
begun plying between Trincomalee
and Jaffna carrying over 1200 passen-
gers on each trip. It is hoped that this
will relieve some of the pressures on
people who have been stranded on
both sides, waiting for the transport
situation to improve.
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TAMILS INTHE SOUTH

Following the blasting of several
transformers in Colombo (2 in Pettah
and 3 in Kotahena) plus the discov-
ery of several more bombs strapped
on to transformers, there has been
heightened surveillance of the Tamil
community in particular living in Co-
lombo Central and in the Kotahena-
Modera area.

The National Front against Terror-
ism held a meeting in Colombo at the
Pubic Library Hall on January 12, and
released its National Plan of Action
against Terrorism. Among the most
reprehensible of the proposals set out
in this Plan are : the issuing of special
Identity Cards to Tamils who have
come from the north or east to the
south; the holding of entire families
responsible for whatever terrorist acts
are committed by any one member of
the family; setting up armed paramili-
tary task forces within public and pri-
vate sector institutions and creating
100 paramilitary villages in the border
areas. In a newspaper distributed at
the same meeting, they published a
list of names of those identified as
‘traitors’ to the Sinhala nation; the
names of several persons working at
INFORM were on the list. In addition,
in that newspaper, there was a wamn-
ing issued to all ‘patriotic citizens’ to
watch out for Tamil infiltration into
Sinhala neighborhoods, with a call to
attack and drive out any intruders,
especially singling out persons who
come around to collect old bottles and
newspapers (the ragpickers of soci-
ety) who are most often Tamil.

On January 19, Tamil political de-
tainees at Kalutara Prison once again
launched a fasting campaign to call
attention to their plight. The detain-
ees situated themselves on the roof
of the Kalutara Prison. There con-
tinue to be reports of the transfer of
the Tamil prisoners to Boosa in Galle
but

INVOLUNTARY REMOVAL
AND DISAPPEARANCE
OF PERSONS

On Monday January 3, the Secre-
tary of this Presidential Commission,
Mr. M.C M. Igbal, released a stateme-
nt to the press in which it cited the
Registrar of Deaths as having so far
received 18,136 applications for death

certificates on behalf of missing per-
sons. The Secretary has also stated
that an interim report was submitted
by the Commission to the press on
31.12.98.

The Commission, which is headed
by Mrs. Manouri Muttettuwegama,
Attorney-at-Law, had 10,135 cases
brought before it when it started work.
In January, the Commission had
sittings in Matara, Hambantota an
Buttala, and heard over 500 submis-
sions.

According to the Attorney Gen-
eral, over 100 members of the Police
have already been served with indict-
ments before Magistrates Courts and
High Courts on the basis of the testi-
monies heard by the Commissions. In
all the AG’s Department says that
they have looked into 283 cases in
which there had been evidence re-
garding involvement of members of
the Police and the armed forces in dis-
appearances which took place from
1988 to 1990. Of these, 75 indictments
had been served in High Court. 45 no-
summary proceedings had been or-
dered in Magistrate” Courts. 60 were
detailed for further investigation by
the CID, and 103 were discharged due
to lack of evidence.

LABOUR AGITATION

The Government Medical Offic-
ers’ Association (GMOA) threatened
to strike on January 17 and later with-
drew this action following discus-
sions with Health Ministry officials.
There is a great deal of unrest at al
levels in the health sector regarding
the recommendations of the Health
Task Force which was appointed by
the President in 1998. The GMOA and
other workers’ organisations in the

health sector are demanding that mat-
ters relating to transfers, promotions
and personnel matters be handled by
the Cabinet, and not be devolved to
the regioms. In particular the GMOA
has stated its opposition to what it
calls ‘interference’ by the Special
President Advisor on Social Infra-
structure, Dr. Tara de Mel, under
whose aegis the Health Task Force
functioned.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN:
During the elections, there were
several complaints of harassment and
abuse of women who were candi-
dates, or supporters of political par-
ties. The JVP complained of the in-
timidation of several women who had
been appointed to work as Polling
Agents for the JVP on election day.
A woman campaigner for the UNP was
assaulted and had her clothes tomn in
the process, while another women
who was a UNP supporter claimed
that acid had been thrown on her
while she was engaged in campaign-
ing for the candidate of her choice.

On January 27, a report from
Tyankerni, a Muslim village south of
Batticaloa, said that 3 women had heir
heads forcibly shaved and were then
tied to lamp-posts as ‘a punishment
for immoral behaviour’. Observers
said the ‘Jihad’ group was responsi-
ble, and added that all 3 of the women
concerned had been working in West
Asia previously. While the details of
the case are not clear, this incident
sends out a warning signal about the

‘rise of fundamentalist ideas among the

Muslim community of the Eastern
Province and also points to the in-
creasing problems faced by women
in such situations.
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ACONTROVERSIAL

ELEGTION

D B S Jeyaraj

he results of the recently con-

cluded Provincial Council elec-

tions to Wayamba or the North-
Western Province in Sri Lanka indi-
cate that the ruling People‘s Alliance
Government led by President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga has registered an
impressive victory. It would however
be difficult for the impartial observer
to describe the result as a success for
the PA in view of allegations of widely
prevalent violence and vote rigging.

Grandiloquent pronouncements
by PA leaders about their sweeping
win tend to sound hollow when con-
trasted against charges levelled by
the chief opposition, United National
Party, other political parties like the
JVP, NSSP etc along with election
monitoring bodies and religious dig-
nitaries. The conduct of the contro-
versial poll has undermined to a great
extent the credit claimed by the gov-
emnment and has raised serious ques-
tions of credibility.

The North-Western Province con-
sists of the hinterland Kurunegala
and littoral Puttalam districts. During
the recent poll Kurunegala had
960,241 voters divided into fourteen
electoral divisions while Puttalam had
398,055 in five polling divisions.
Kurunegala had 800 polling booths
and 82 vote counting centres as op-
posed to Puttalam with 360 booths
and 36 counting centres. The Waya-
mba Provincial Council comprised 52
seats including 35 for Kurunegala and
15 for Puttalam. A further bonus of
two additional seats would accrue to
the party polling the most number of
votes. The current election recorded
30 including two bonus seats for the
PA, 19 seats for the UNP and 3 for the
left wing Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(People‘s Liberation Front). The JVP
has waged two abortive armed insur-
rections against the state in the early
seventies and late eighties.

In Kurunegala the PA polled
405,431 votes or 56. 16%, the UNP
273,892 0r37. 94%, and the JVP 31,221

or 4. 32%. According to the prevail-
ing scheme of proportionate repre-
sentation the PA got 20 seats, the
UNP 13 and the JVP 2. In Puttalam,
the PA gained 160,722 of the votes or
56.97%, the UNP 105, 876 or 37. 53%
and the JVP 10,759 or 4. 03%. On this
basis the PA got 8, the UNP 6 and
JVP 1in Puttalam.

At face value the PA despite be-
ing in office for four and a half years
has seemingly not suffered from the
customary anti-incumbency factor
and has recorded tremendous suc-
cess with an enhanced voter base. In
elections to the local authorities to
the North-Western Province held in
March 1997 the PA obtained 349,300
in Kurunegala and 160,615 in Puttalam.
The UNP got 276,675 in Kurunegala
and 104,802 in Puttalam. The 1994 Par-
liamentary elections saw the PA re-
ceiving 366,756 or 51. 09% in Kuru-
negala while the UNP gained 332,577
or 47. 1%. In Puttalam the PA with
150,609 got 53. 6% and the UNP
127,671 or45. 5%.

The previous election to the NWP
provincial council in 1993 had the UNP
in the lead with 44% of the total vote
(269,768) in Kurunegala and 50% in
Puttalam (122,830). The PA got 36%
(221,896) in Kurunegala and 37%
(89,355) votes. There was, however, a
third force namely the Democratic
United National Front (DUNF) which
had 117,893 or 19% in Kurunegala and
26,203 or 11% in Puttalam. It was the
DUNF with PA backing that set up
the first administration in 1993 in the
NWP. In 1994 a segment from the
DUNLF joined the UNP while the
other faction aligned with the PA.
After the split the UNP captured the
Provincial Council again with back-
ing from some DUNF members. This
election saw a further split in the erst-
while DUNF with some more members
going over to the UNP while its leader
Srimani Athulathmudali remained
with the PA. Tn spite of an earlier po-
litical estrangement she appeared

along with Kumaratunga on platforms
during the campaign.

An interesting fact that provides
a penetrating insight into the voting
trends was the postal voting pattern.
Contrary to the overall trend of a PA
sweep the postal voting done by go-
vernment servants from the province
displayed a different shade of opin-
ion. In Kurunegala district it was the
UNP that got the highest 5,715. The
PA came second with 5,482 and the
JVP third with 505. In Puttalam the PA
topped with 1,469 but the UNP came
a close second with 1,287 and the JVP
third with 132. Thus it was the UNP
that led in terms of postal voting by a
flimsy 51 in the whole province. It has
been the norm in most elections for
the pattern of postal voting to reflect
the overall trend of voting without
much difference. But in this case the
end results showing a gross distor-
tion of the postal voting pattern itself
lent much credence to the allegation
of vote rigging by the PA.

Although fraudulent voting pat-
terns have been clearly visible it wo-
uld not be correct to assume that the
PA victory has been due to this fac-
tor entirely as charged by opposition
parties. In the same context the UNP
debacle too cannot be attributed to
this feature alone. PA Minister in
charge of the media, Mangala Sama-
raweera as well as Sirisena Cooray,
former UNP Minister and right hand
man of the late president Premadasa
have posed the pertinent query as to
how the UNP managed to poll nearly
38% of the vote if in fact mas rigging
occurred on an unprecedented scale
as charged by the UNP. The logic in
these statements point to the fact that
despite the violence and fraud it has
been possible for sufficient quantiti-
es of genuine voting too. Neverthe-
less that alone is no criterion to white-
wash the mass scale irregularities that
marred the poll and say that it was a
free election.

It cannot be denied that sections
of the PA did indulge in illegal ma-
noeuvres to increase their votes while
correspondingly decrease the tally of
their opponents. Yet it is also clearly
established that the PA using all the
resources at the Command of a party
i Power aged an intensive propa-
ganda campaign too. The chief plus
point in the PA campaign was the in-
tensive campaigning done by Kuma-
ratunga who visited each and every
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Polling division in the province stag-
ing 19 mass rallies. She remains the
single most popular mass figure am-
ong Sinhala politicians and is the grea-
test vote gathering asset of the PA.

In addition to Kumaratunga sev-
eral senior ministers of her government
also engaged themselves vigorously
in the poll campaign. The people of
the province found themselves ben-
eficiaries of several progressive meas-
ures and promises including jobs for
unemployed graduates to speedy and
efficient buses and trains. A vast nu-
mber of election pledges including a
separate University etc were also giv-
en. People attending rallies in which
Plantations Minister found themsel-
ves being presented with coconut pla-
nts. Kurunegala, Puttalam and Polga-
hawela form the Coconut Triangle”
in Sri Lanka. Thus the present of co-
conuts was very well appreciated. But
this was clearly a flagrant violation of
election law.

Thus the PA being in power was
in a position to persuade the mone-
ybags of the area to part with massive
donations which in turn were chan-
nelled to the lower echelons in the
form of financial incentives. PA min-
isters in charge of the campaign were
able to coax, cajole and coerce oodles
of rupees. Ministers who hailed from
Matara district in particular were more
able in this respect. This factor was
certainly helpful to these ministers in
tapping the Wayamba Business Com-
munity because most of them have
their roots in the deep South too.

The North Western Province has
the highest rate of war casualties am-
ong the seven Sinhala Provinces. The
poverty and unemployment in this ill-
developed Province has made soldie-
ring the main avenue of employment
for the youths. Kumaratunga in her
campaigning did strike a responsive
chord when she alluded to this. She
made it clear that her government had
a concrete plan to end the war and
that it was being delayed because of
the UNP. The customary salutations
to the fallen‘heroes’ were also made.

Another point in this respect was
the pledging of a huge amount of
money for future development of the
Province. It was also pinpointed that
in spite of the UNP ruling the provin-
ce for nearly ten years no meaningful
development was made. The PA cam-
paign spearheaded by Kumaratunga
made ample use of the past negative

record of the UNP. Particularly the
massive human rights violations un-
leashed in the Province. Former UNP
Chief Minister and its current chief
candidate Gamini Jayawickrema Per-
era does not have an enviable image
in the sphere of human rights. This
aspect was exploited to the hilt.

The UNP played into PA hands
by displaying on their stage an un-
holy trinity associated closely with
the human rights violations of the
South. These were former policemen
Udugampola and Gomes along with
retired Army General, Lucky Algama.
The reasons behind this UNP move
is perplexing. It may have been n-
tended to demonstrate to the violent
elements of the PA that the UNP was
tough too. If that was the motive then
one can only say it backfired com-
pletely. The North-Western Province
has suffered terribly in the past and
seeing these evil icons” naturally al-
ienated voters from the UNP.

In contrast to the PA campaign
the UNP campaign lacked high vis-
ibility and relied on pocket meetings
and house to house canvassing. Be-
cause of Kumaratunga‘s highpowe-
red campaigning Wickremasinghe
too was compelled to follow suit. The
UNP leader Ranil Wickremasinghe
lacked the charisma of his opponent,
Kumaratunga, whereas Kumaratunga
was forceful in articulating her poli-
cies and promises. Wickremasinghe
suffered from a singular inability to
project what he stood for. The UNP
leader adroitly pinpointed all short-
comings in the government but failed
to drive home to the voters what he
proposed to do to remedy the situati-
on. The resolution to the ethnic prob-
lem being a primary example. Thus
Wickremasinghe's politicking lacked
conviction, a key element necessary
to inspire people into voting for your
party. He could only say clearly what
he was against but could not coher-
ently state what he stood for.

The UNP also suffered on the
choice of its Chief Ministerial aspir-
ant too. Jayawickrema Perera had
been Chief Minister earlier. As such
his minus points had been spotligh-
ted clearly during his tenure of offi-
ce. The PA candidate was Sarath
Nawinna, a scion of a business fam-
ily. The mild mannered Nawinna was
unassumingly popular in comparison
with his counterpart. Moreover pro-
UNP sections of the media launched

a vicious personal attack on Nawinna
during the campaign. A development
that only added sympathy votes for
him. Jayawickrema Perera created more
difficulties for himself by boasting
that the election was a contest betwe-
en himself and Chandrika Kumara-
tunga. Pitting himself against Kuma-
ratunga albeit on home turf was a mon-
umental blunder. _

There was also the fact of divisi-
ons within the party. Wickremasinghe
has been unable to wield a firm and
cohesive leadership like his predeces-
sors Premadasa, Dissanayake or Jay-
-ewardene. Factionalism is rampant.
It was rumoured that there were dif-
ferences between Wickremasinghe
and Jayawickrema Perera too. This
debilitated the UNP campaign.

Another factor was that it was the
PA that was ruling as the Central Gov-
emment. It was not clear to the Way-
amba voter that even if the North Wes-
tern Province voted for the UNP that
act by itself would lead to a govern-
ment change. On the contrary voting
for the UNP under a PA government
that may continue in office for a while
would be detrimental to the interests
of the Wayamba children of the soil.
Voting for an all island regime change
during Parliamentary elections as
compared to voting at a Provincial
poll is likely to have different impact
on voting patterns in a relatively un-
developed region.

Given these reasons there are so-
me analysts who feel that even if the
campaign had been clean and devoid
of violence the PA may still have won
but with a smaller margin. An exam-
ple cited is the electoral district of
Bingiriya where thanks to the decent
yet strong PA party apparatus a com-
paratively clear election took place.
There the PA got a majority of more
than two thousand but nowhere near
the ten thousand plus gained in other
places. Bingiriya was a point in fa-
vour of both viewpoints. It demon-
strated that even without rigging the
PA could have won. At the same time
it proved the UNP argument that the
PA had rigged polls in its favour be-
cause a thumping majority was not
possible here.

It has been reported that Kumara-
tunga herself had been critical of her
henchmen for sullying through vio-
lence a poll that would have yielded
victory for the PA. Thanks to the vio-
lence and fraudulence the lustre of
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the PA success has been irredeem-
ably dimmed. There is no denying that
the enhanced majority it gained was
to some extent at least due to the vio-
lently illegal atmosphere prevailing
before and during election day altho-
ugh quantifying it in definite terms is
not possible. If this prognosis is cor-
rect then it is indeed unfortunate that
this state of affairs has been allowed
to tarnish the PA victory and erode
its credibility greatly.

The run up to polling day was a
pointer of things to come. The effi-
cient and impartial Police Chief of the
area Abeygoonewarde was trans-
ferred out and another Jayewardena
installed. More than 40 senior police-
men were also transferred out. The
Provinces Governor too resigned gra-
cefully and was replaced by another.
Even as the campaign proceeded hun-
dreds of armed men all claiming to be
henchmen attached to prominent fig-
ures of the PA tumed up in the Prov-
mce. In addition the indigenous vio-
lent elements also began flexing mus-
cles. The most notorious personality
was a PA member of Parliament, Dass-
anayake, nicknamed Thalagoya” (Ig-
uana) against whom there are many
court cases including murder charges
in progress. His wife was a candidate
this time.

Independent observers noted that
prior to the poll the province was a
sea of blue” (the PA colour). There
was no sight of Green” (The UNP co-
lour) very few posters or flags of the
UNP were visible. In spite of 15,000
policemen being deployed in the Prov-
ince during the campaign they were
more or less bystanders while viole-
nce and intimidation occurred on a
widespread scale. UNP supporters
were prevented in most places from
canvassing for votes. Two deplorable
incidents were where the children of
a UNP candidate were forced to swal-
low cowdung and crawl on the road.
The other was where a group of UNP
supporters including women were
stripped naked and compelled to run
on the road. All these were done at
gunpoint.

An interim report was issued by
the non-governmental organisation,
the Centre for Monitoring Election
Violence, some days before polling
day. That portrayed the qualitative
nature of pre-elections violence.
Some salient points are as follow:-

1. This election is proportionately

more violent (in terms of numbers of
incidents) than the local government
elections of 1997. A total of 675 inci-
dents were recorded in the 45 days of
the present campaign, whe-reas in the
44 days of the campaign in 1997 a to-
tal of 335 incidents were reported from
the same geographic area.

2. The incidents reported are qu-
alitatively more serious than those re-
ported at the local government elec-
tions for the same Province. For insta-
nce, allegedly, two murders, nine at-
tempted murders, 40 incidents of in-
jury, 175 assaults, 28 robberies and
18 reports of arson have taken place
in the Provincial Council campaign as
compared with one murder, no at-
tempted murders, ten incidents of in-
jury, 84 assaults, 14 robberies, and
four acts of arson in the run-off to
local government elections.

3. This campaign has recorded a
significant increase in violations by
persons whose party affiliations have
not been identified. In comparison
with the 1997 elections, the allegations
against the PA and UNP have shown
a slight decline and increase respec-
tively. The JVP*s share of alleged vio-
lations has declined both in numeri-
cal and percentage terms.

4. A significant difference in this
campaign is the relative absence of
alleged violations against other gro-
ups or parties. The total violence thus
reflects the polarised aggression of
the PA and UNP towards each other.
Whereas in 1997 5.07% of the compl-
aints were against groups other than
the PA and UNP, in the present cam-
paign the two parties together acco-
unt for all but 0.7% of the allegation
against perpetrators whose party af-
filiations have been identified.

5. The number of complaints ag-
ainst persons of unknown party af-
filiation has increased from the 1997
figure of 25.67% to 29.48% in 1999.
This reflects a sharp increase from 86
to 199 incidents.

6. Within the Districts of Kurune-
gala and Puttalam, the police areas of
Kuliyapitiya, Mawathagama, Anama-
duwa and Puttalam recorded the high-
est number of incidents totalling 52,
53, 40 and 34 respectively.

7. 49 incidents or 7.26% of the to-
tal recorded involved the use of fire-
arms, which 1s higher than the aver-
age for the local government elec-
tions.

8. In the police areas of Ana-

maduwa, Wariapola, Kobeigane, Gir-
ibawa, Kuliyapitiya, Puttalam, Ram-
bodagalla, the PA has allegedly been
responsible for more than two-and-a-
half times the number of violations
than the UNP, and the number of inci-
dents recorded 1n each is over 15. In
Gokaralla the UNP has allegedly com-
mitted twice the number of violations
than the PA has. Gokaralla and Maho
are the only police areas, in which the
total number of incidents exceeds 15,
with a significant increase in violence
allegedly by the UNP.

9. 22 individuals have been named
in complaints made to the police. Of
these, D Dm Dassanayake, Pa Mem-
ber of Parliament for the Puttalam Dis-
trict, has been cited as the alleged
perpetrator in 13 incidents, one of whi-
ch is a case of injury, 2 assaults, 4 all-
egations of threat and intimidation,
one robbery, two acts of mischief and
3 threats, of the others Anthony Max-
imus (PA) 1s the accused in 5 inci-
dents, Sarah Nishantha (PA) in four
and M Thaha Anoss alias Anju
(UNP) in five incidents, including one
attempted murder and two cases of
injury. Notable 1s the fact that two
UNP MP‘s from outside the Province
(Susantha Punchinilame & AMS
Adhikari) have been accused of al-
leged violence. i

The extent of the violence was vis-
ible before, during and after the Polls.
The police recorded 1,364 complaints
regarding 1ncidents of violence and
election malpractice since the cam-
paign was launched on 7 December.
Of these 846 were from 7 December
to 24 January while 578 were on
25 January or election day. Independ-
ent monitoring bodies such as CMEV
and PAFFEREL too registered com-
plaints in four digits. According to
the figures recorded by the election
monitors there were 394 complaints
against the PA, 66 against UNP, and
one against the JVP on the day of the
poll. Two complaints were made
against the police. In 199 cases the
victims had been unable to identify
the perpetrators. There were 31 post-
poll incidents. Eight were against the
PA, 12 against the UP and one against
the JVP. Victims could not identify the
violent elements in ten cases.

The election monitors also recei-
ved 1,693 complaints in the pre-poll
period. 851 were against the PA, 304
against the UNP, one against the JVP,
two against the police and 528 against
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unidentifiable unknown persons. Of
these 1,000 complaints were from
7 December to the commencement of
the last week before elections. The
last week saw 693 complaints.

The UNP alleged rigging in more
than 600 polling booths. It complained
justifiably that its polling and count-
ing agents were chased away by PA
gangs. Several journalists too witnes-
sed intimidation and vote rigging.
Two monitoring bodies the Centre for
Monitoring Election Violence and the
Peoples Action Front for Free and Fair
Elections also issued reports confirm-
ing the vote rigging and condemning
the polls exercise. There were many
instances where stuffing of ballot
boxes was done openly with scant re-
gard for the observing monitors. The
PAFFEREL declared that the elections
were irretrievably flawed” and wanted
the election cancelled. The response
of some PA ministers was bizarre.
They accused the independent bod-
ies of being UNP stooges and in a
facetious counter charge said that it
was the defeated UNP that had
rigged the polls.

The most severe indictment came
from the Catholic Church. There is a
strong concentration of Catholics alo-
ng the seaboard in Puttalam district.
The Catholic Archbishop, Nicholas
Marcus Fernando, himself a son of
the Wayamba soil was unprecede-
ntedly harsh on the government. Ad-
dressing a prize-giving at the Catho-
lic College of St Peters in Colombo,
the Archbishop made a hard-hitting
speech that portrayed his sense of
grief and frustration at the recent de-
velopment. Excerpts of his speech are
as follows.:-

“T wish to touch upon a subject
which is of great topical and national
interest. A few days ago we had an
election if indeed it can be called an
election in the northwestern Province.
Surviving that event was like winning
a war. We heard people speaking of
violence and fraud in the past. Certai-
nly nobody justifies wrong doings of
the past. But there is so much that is
ugly, hypocritical and immoral in the
present, that there is no need to hark
back to the past. Violence and fraud
can never be justified. We want dee-
ds, not words.

“On Monday 25 January this year
the people of Wayamba (Northwest)
woke up from their sleep and suddenly
realised that they had become sec-

ond class citizens of Sri Lanka. For all
political purposes, their democratic
right to vote had been taken away
from them. It was an ironic memorial
to fifty years of independence in Sri
Lanka. The people of Wayamba de-
mand, as their right, a fresh election.

“One should honestly ask: Can
any governing body that grabbed
power by blatantly unethical means
win the respect of the governed? Is
such a body morally legitimate? The
fabric of our national life is coming
apart. We cannot go on like this. 1
dread to think of what would happen
to our country if we were to face a
few more exercises of this type. Peo-
ple will lose all confidence in the
democratic process. We are experienc-
ing a prolonged war in the porth and
cast. An unfortunate side effect of
this war is the culture of violence that
is gradually gripping our country. As
long as the war lasts - with its rheto-
ric and political jostling, its deserters
and fire-arms, its news bulletins and
killings we cannot think of overcom-
ing this culture of violence. Thus
ending the war is another imperative.
Marred elections, leading to further
frustration, are not likely to help that
process,” the Archbishop said.

The Catholic Bishops’ Conferen-
ce as well as the Archbishop himself
reiterated their criticism of the condu-
ct of the Wayamba polls in their Inde-
pendence Day messages.

In spite of the Clamour for annul-
ling polls the elections Commissioner
Dayanda Dissanayake did not do so.
He himself stated that he was not em-
powered under the law to do so. Le-
gal opinion was divided as to whether
the Commissioner does or does not
have the power under elections pro-
cedure. One thing however was clear.
Dissanayake is no Seshan (Ex-Indian
elections Chief). The Commissioner,
instructed by President Kumaratu-
nga, did exercise his authority in two
respects. Incidently the Supreme
Court has criticised the Elections
Chief severely for complying meekly
with Presidential directives in post-
poning elections indefinitely to five
other Provincial Councils under emer-
gency provisions.

In the case of the Wayamba poll
officials of 212 (141-Kurunegala, 71-
Puttalam) polling stations had in-
formed the Commissioner of some
vote rigging concerning some ballot
boxes. Nine ballot boxes were also

missing from the Kurunegala district.
The number of votes involved amo-
unted to 39,116 from Kurunegala and
8,174 from Puttalam. Elections Chief
Dissanayake has declared pull and
void all 47,290 votes. Acting strictly
in terms of election law Dissanayake
went ahead and announced the PA
as the winner. The PA chief candidate,
Sarath Nawinna has taken office as
Chief Minister.

The UNP however has announ-
ced that it will boycott Council sitti-
ngs. It also got one of its district or-
ganisers to file a breach of fundamen-
tal rights application. This was a
measure to obtain speedier justice as
elections petition cases tend to drag
on indefinitely. The Supreme Court,
refusing to grant the interim relief,
sought that the Elections Commissi-
oner be directed not to make or gaze-
tte the declaration of the results of
the poll. The Courts, however, granted
Jeave to proceed with the petition al-
leging that elections were not free and
fair. Argument would be heard on
15 March. The Elections Commissio-
ner was given one month to file ob-
jections.

President Kumaratunga in her ad-
dress to the nation on Independence
Day has referred to the Provincial poll
violence and stated that action would
be taken against the culprits even if
from her own party. It remains to be
seen whether she would be able to
implement this pledge. One reason for
disbelief about her intention is the re-
cent promotion to two police officers
under a cloud over their acts of omis-
sion in Wayamba. Also Neranjan Wic-
kremasinghe, son of Cabinet Minis-
ter, D P Wickremasinghe has been
made Provincial Minister. Wickremasi-
nghe was one person against whom
there were many allegations of viole-
nce. Likewise Indra Dassanayake, wife
of the notorious Dassanayake has
been made Deputy-Chairperson of
the Council. These are not acts that
inspire confidence in Kumaratunga‘s
professed intentions. If preliminary
reports are to be believed many sen-
jor politicians from her party have
been complicit in the violence.

The violence unleashed has been
used for a two-fold purpose. On the
one hand supporters of the UNP have
alleged that they were intimidated
into refraining from or prevented from
voting. On the other there 1s evidence
that massive rigging and impersona-
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tion has taken place. Tt is clear that -

the climate of violence created before
polls and maintained on polling day
was definitely detrimental to the op-
position parties. A negative feature
was the terrorising of the minorities

in the Province particularly the Tamils -

of recent Indian origin living in pock-
ets in Dodangaslande and Mawat-
tegama in the Kurunegala district.
Also one of the three persons killed
in election violence was a Tamil, Siva-
kumaran, the treasurer of the Kuli-
yapitiya UNP Branch. The Christians
in the Catholic belt of Puttalam along
with various enclaves of Muslims
were also intimidated to a great ex-
tent.

A transparent post-poll feature 1s
the perceived discomfort of the gov-
ernment despite having obtained an
electoral victory. There was a conspi-
cuous absence of the “cock-a-hoop”
attitude usually displayed by the vic-
tors on such occasions. Later some
posters showing a smiling Chandrika
with the slogan “Wayamba yukthiya
Ratata Sakthiya” (The Wayamba
strategy is strength to the Country)
appeared. It remains a puzzle as to

who was fesponsible for these post-
ers.

When media reports appeared that
the US embassy was concerned abo-
ut the violence and fraudulent prac-
tices during elections, the Foreign Mi-
nistry reacted by sending a confiden-
tial missive to all the diplomatic insti-
tutions. It warned them in polite jar-
gon that expressing such concern
would be treated as interference in
domestic affairs. Also PA ministers
have gone on record accusing elec-
tions officials who highlighted elec-
toral malpractice as UNP agents. Like-
wise office bearers and spokesper-
sons of election monitoring bodies
spotlighting electoral misdemeanours
have been told that the PA will sue
them in courts for slander and defa-
mation.

Generally elections to the North-
Western Provincial Council would not
have attracted this amount of atten-
tion or activity. In this case it assumed
aggravated importance because it
was seen as a “testing point” for gre-
ater exercises such as the Presiden-
tial or Parliamentary elections. The
poll was considered as a gauge for

assessing the popularity level of the
incumbent government. It was ex-
pected that once the Wayamba
weather-cock indicated the direction
of the political winds forthcoming
electoral winds too would blow in a
similar direction. Iromically the vio-
lence and fraudulence has defeated
that objective. A clear analysis 1s not
feasible under present circumstances.

One reason for the indignation
about this election is that it has proved
to be a regressive measure. The UNP
in its time has also been guilty of mas-
sive election violence and fraud. But -
peaple expected a difference under the
dispensation of the PA under Chandr-
ika Kumaratunga. In fact even the
UNP ensured a comparatively free
and fair poll in 1994 that saw the PA
win. The NWP election has been a
grave disappointment in the sense
that the PA too has demonstrated that
it is no better in government than the
UNP. The PA contention that the UNP
did it too does the PA no good.

Yet the silver lining has been the
courage of election monitoring bod-
ies, sections of the clergy (Catholic
and Buddhist) and the media in focu-
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sing attention on the violence. If the
Elections Commissioner was of stern-
er calibre a sea change could be effe-
cted. It was the same case with the
police. It must be noted that in a few
booths where election and police of-
ficials stood firm no rigging could be
done. Although the PA has commit-
ted a great travesty now the cresce-
ndo of criticism against the PA 1is
something that cannot be ignored by
this or any government in the future.

A related reason for the impor-
tance of this election was the absence
of possible elections to other Provin-
cial Councils. At the time elections to
the North-Western Provincial Coun-
cil was announced there was seem-
ingly no prospect of polls to the Pro-
vincial Councils of the Uva, Sabraga-
muwa, Central, Western and North-
Central Councils being held. All five
had been postponed indefinitely by
Presidential Council.

During the election campaign the
Presidential secretariat announced
that elections would be held to those
Councils shortly. A few days later the
Supreme Court ruled in a landmark
judgement that the original act of the
President in postponing polls was
not within the ambit of powers under
emergency regulations that could be
exercised by the President. This was
consequent to a petition filed by two
journalists of the Free Media Move-
ment. This defining of the limits of
Presidential authority has ensured
that polls to the other five Councils
will be held shortly. Also there is a
possibility of elections to the defunct
North-East Council being held too.

This indeed augurs well for the
strengthening of democracy in the
country. In the aftermath of the
North-Western Provincial Council
elections the crucial question that
arises is whether these elections too
would be on the same lines as that of
Wayamba. Unless swift measures are
enacted to prevent a repetition of the
North-Western Provincial poll the
prospects for meaningful democracy
in the island nation are quite bleak.

Nevertheless the PA can salvage
its lost prestige if it conducts the next
five PC elections on the same day in a
free and fair manner. If it does credit-
ably then the Wayamba black mark
may be erased a little. But if it loses
badly then it will be morally bound to
dissolve the Wayamba Council vol-
untarily. o

Revisiting

 the National Question

S. Jayahanthan

he paper by Dayan Jayatilleka

(Tamil Times, December 1998)be-

ing from a Marxist stance was
interesting reading.

Besides the a minority complex
mindset, the Sinhalese also believe
that Buddhism in its pristine form is
found only in Sri Lanka and any privi-
leges granted to any other culture
would seriously impair the position
of Buddhism. The Sinhala psyche is
also entrenched with the idea that the
Tamils came as invaders and that they
exist at the sufferance of the Sinhalese
people. The indigenous Tamils have
never looked at themselves as being
subsequent settlers. Their demands
have always been from a position
based on that premise. The difference
in the attitudes has had a profound
effect on attempts for a negotiated
settlement of this question over the
years rendering it impossible

No doubt, there were successive
sporadic waves of migration from In-
dia both as invasions and for settle-
ment. These got absorbed both in the
South and in the Northern and East-
ern parts imbibing the respective cul-
tures.

1 subscribe to the theory that eth-
nically the Sinhalese and the Sri Lan-
kan Tamils are the same; the differ-
ence being that the Sinhalese speak a
language with Aryan roots and the
Tamils speak a Dravidian language.
For the Tamils, cultural links with
South India was made possible by the
language they spoke and the religion
they embraced. In fact, before this
question came to a crisis point, the
majority of the Sri Lankan Tamils were
able to relate better to the Sinhalese
rather than to their Indian counter-
parts. It was interesting that the In-
dian Tamil soldiers showed a natural
hostility towards the indigenous Tam-
ils during the days of the Indian Peace
Keeping Force.

Jayatilleka quite rightly states that
the national question is bound up with
questions of the form, structure and
reach of the State. The Soulbury

Constitution, manipulated in its mak-
ing, relegated the Tamils to a position
of inferiority. Instead of eliminating
representation on a racial basts, it ma-
de it inevitable. It gave the country,
with a multi-racial society, a unitary
structure of government based on
the Westminster system. The safegu-
ards it had for minority interests, how-
ever were ineffective.

In November 1945 when the State
Council debated the Soulbury Consti-
tution presented as a white paper, D.S
Senanayake, the leader of the State
Council and the then leader of the
Ceylon National Congress later to
become the first Prime Minister as
leader of the United National Party, in
order to allay the fears of the minority
members declared, “On behalf of the
Congress and on my own behalf, I
give the minority communities the sin-

- cere assurance that no harm need you

fear at our hands in a free Lanka”. The
subsequent events, however, say it
all. .
Lord Soulbury having served -a
term of office as Governor General of
Independent Sri Lanka was later to
admit: “I now think it is a pity that the
Commission did not also recommend
the entrenchment in the constitution
of guarantees of fundamental rights.”
. Jayatilleka’s option No.3 is Fed-
eralism. Federalism is a centripetal
concept. It has been successful in
federations of states having come to-
gether both for the common good of
the nation and for the individual good
of the states concerned. Successful
federations, to mention a few are:
US.A Canada, Germany, Italy, Aus-
tralia, Switzerlznd, Malaysia etc.

In India the federal system has not
proved a success primarily because
unwilling and reluctant partners with
centrifugal aspirations were brought
together to constitute a federation of
Indian states. Fissiparous tendencies
of states have been a constant threat
to the unity of the nation.

S.J.V.Chelvanayakam, the leader of
the then Federal Party and the then
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acknowledged leader of the Tamil peo-
ple campaigned for a Federal system
of government. He was shouted
down as it were and branded a racist
wanting to divide the Sri Lankan na-
tion. Much to the contrary Chelva-
nayakam’s approach to the question
of federalism was centripetal. He did
not envisage the division of the coun-
try or the Sri Lankan nation. He be-
lieved in all communities comprising
one nation but with constituent states
with a government at the centre thus
preserving the sovereignty of Sri Lan-
ka, and also its integrity. The Tamil
people have had to pay a big price in
the form of race riots for merely ask-
ing for a federal system of govern-
ment..

Chelvanayakam was even prepa-
red to settle for a watered down ver-
sion of a federal system in subscrib-
ing to the Bandaranaike-Chelva-
nayakam Pact (B-C Pact), in an agree-
ment entered into in 1957 with S WR.D
Bandaranaike the then Prime Minis-
ter. Perhaps, Jayatilleka in his option
No.2 avers to similar lines of this agree-
ment in reference to “one state but
more political space at the periphery,
different relations with the centre.”
The B-C Pact had to be abrogated.
Since then the Tamils were not offered
anything close to it. Perhaps J.R Jaya-
wardena, in hindsight would have re-
gretted his protest march to Kandy
demanding the abrogation of the Pact.

A paradigm of Jayatilleka’s refer-
ence to Confederalism in option No.3
would be the emerging European Un-
ion in its current form. This is again
centripetal in its conception .

Origins of the Crisis

1970 was a fateful year for the Tam-
ils. Having been elected with a resou-
nding majority as the Prime Minister,
in coalition with the major Marxist par-
ties, the Lanka Sama Samaja Party
(L.SSP) and the Communist Party (CP),
the leader of the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party, Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike did
not require the support of the Tamil
parties to maintain herself in power.
Tamil Parliamentary representation
entered an era of sterile politics never
to be reversed.

Emboldened by her success in qu-
elling the petit-bourgeoise insurgency
led by the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP) during the second year of her
rule by the massacre of thousands of
Sinhalese youth in the South with

ruthless brutality, she was in no mood
to negotiate with the Tamil leaders to
settle this question.

In the new Constitution of 1972,
with claims to creating a socialist state
as a precursor to achieving a socialist
society, was entrenched for the first
time ‘Sinhala Only” which had re-
mained hitherto only as an Act of Par-
liament. Nay, Buddhism too became
the religion of the State. Even the few
safeguards provided for the protec-
tion of the minorities in the Soulbury
Constitution were removed.

The remaining hopes of the
Tamils, who thought that with the in-
fluence of the so called Marxists in
the government who at one time stood
for equal status for the Tamils, Mrs
Bandaranaike would recognize their
due rights in the making of the con-
stitution, were shattered .

Mrs. Bandaranaike now sought to
rule the Tamils of the North and East
with a new breed of persons called
“SLFP Organisers,”. drawn from syco-
phants, political tumcoats, and mega-
lomaniacs. The head of this crowd was
the District Political Authority. They
were of course Tamils. Despised by
the people as they were, they were
the intermediaries between the Tamil
people and the government.. The par-
liamentarians elected by the Tamils to
represent their cause went into the
political wilderness. These organis-
ers vied with each other to catch the
Madam’s eye for the plums of office,
while some were happy to settle for
the crumbs.

Not being able to command any
respect from the Tamil people to per-
form their tasks, they had to turn to
the police and the army ,who having
killed the Sinhala youth in the South
during the insurgency with impunity
were now poised to turn their guns
towards the Tamils.

Aided and abetted by the organ-
isers, the bases important for the so-
cial and economic security for the
Tamils were systematically destroyed.
The co-operative sector which was of
immense economic importance to the
Tamils and built up over the years by
voluntary effort was reduced to a
subservient tool of the government.
The introduction of “standardisa-
tion” for entry to Universities, the
closing of two leading public schools
to be converted to University cam-
puses were some of the factors that
undermined the educational base.

The army and the police struck
terror into the fabric of the Tamil so-
ciety. Small farmers, petty traders,
fishermen, could not go about their
business without being harassed ei-
ther by the army or the police. Inno-
cent people were subjected to inten-
sive searches at check points. Youth
were arrested, tortured and thrown
into jails. The people felt threatened,
intimidated and humiliated.

It is in this atmosphere that the
militant youth who had secretly
vowed to creating a separate state for
the Tamuls began to act.

A crude form of justice from an
“Unseen Hand” began to emerge
with the assasinations of some SLFP
Organisers and police officers who
were seen as betrayers of Tamils. In
their desperation the Tamil people
began to tacitly endorse these kill-
ings. Pre-conditions for the entrance
of the militants on to the political
scene were now ideal.

Taking the cue from the militants
the Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF) an amalgam of Tamil parties
in desperation decided to request the
Tamil people for a mandate to cam-
paign for a separate state. At the gen-
eral election s of 1977 the Tamils in
the North and East, overwhelmingly
voted for the request for a separate
state for themselves. Some SLFP Or--
ganisers who were bold enough to
contest at the elections realised that
the stones and brickbats they got
were far in excess of the votes they
received! The Tamils by this time had
ceased to entertain any hopes of
constitutional changes.

The militants were not there to
just to mouth slogans. They had a
definite focus, aspirations and their
clear priorities.

The successive governments cre-
ated further conditions for the pro-
gressive growth of the militant move-
ment

The New Century

There is no doubt that any nego-
tiated settlement involving only the
main players, is a far cry.

When we pass into the next cen-
tury it will dawn on the players that
the issues in contention have become
irrelevant and obsolete especially in
the global context. During this centu-
ry we carried on a fight from where
Dutugemunu and Elara left. Perhaps,

(continued on next page)
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< THE SIGNIFIC

'OF SRI LANKAN IDENTITY

Dr. V. Ambalavanar

Note on classification

At a certain stage starting from the turn of the 19" Century, distinctions
were introduced within communities in Sri Lanka (e.g. Kandyan Sinhalese,

. Low-Country Sinhalese; Sri Lankan Tamils, Indian Tamils; Sri Lankan
Moors, Indian Moors) in the published data on Census of Population.
The Census of Population 1981 has done away with the distinctions
within the Sinhalese and Moors Communities. It is the view of the author -
that the distinction between Sri Lankan Tamils and Indian Tamils should
also be done away with. Consequently, in the discussion below, the clas-
sification Tamils mean both Sri Lankan and Indian Tamils as one single

. community. Also, the term Tamil speaking people is used to cover the
Tamils and Moors as one single group.

Sri Lankan Identity

Recently some persons asked a
Saint who visited the country about
the solution to the ethnic problem in
the country and the violence that is
going on. His simple reply was “All
of you remember that you are Sri
Lankans and learn to live together.
That is the way to get out of the
present mess and march forward as a
Nation.”

Yes. We have been too preoccu-
pied destroying what is left of our

identity as Sri Lankans that we need
to be reminded about this very sim-
ple thing in life. More than a hundred
years back, when we had the first
Census of Population in 1871, there
were 2,400,380 persons in the coun-
try. A Census in 1946 (i.e. 2 years be-
fore independence) showed that there
were 6,657,339 persons in Ceylon at
that time. The last Census of Popula-
tion taken 17 years back in 1981 re-
vealed that there were 14,846,750 per-
sons in the country on the day the
count was taken.

(Continued from page 14)

Dutugemunu and Elara took up the
fight from where Rama and Ravana
left.

A protracted discussion on who
is more indigenous to the country is
an exercise in futility. It is as ridiculo-
us as a debate on whether the first
monkey that appeared in Sr1 Lanka
was a Sinhalese monkey or a Tamil
monkey. Does it matter whether the
monkey embraced Hinduism or Bud-
dhism. (but ,of course, in India there
are still a whole lot of Hindu monkeys
hovering around the numerous tem-
plesh)

In due course Sinhala and Tamil
as media of communication could well
become irrelevant. They will be im-
portant only in so far as the media of
the respective cultures. As important
are the fauna, the flora and other is-
sues of the environment.

In their pre-occupation with the

conflicts relating to language and re-
ligion the Sri Lankan society had side-
stepped the more important issues re-
lating to capital and labour.

The dichotomy of capital and la-
bour is itself becoming increasingly
irrelevant as the global economy pas-
ses from an industrial age to an infor-
mation age where investment should
be in knowledge, skills, research and
development, instead of arms and
ammunition. If we miss this, Sri Lank-
an society will be two centuries be-
hind time.

Foreign assistance on a serious
and concerted basis has to be solic-
ited for a permanent and positive set-
tlement.

Our children need a better future
and a better quality of life, but first,
they have to live. For them to live, the
war must end with a political settle-
ment to the conflict. e

According to the Census of Popu-
lation taken in 1871, 69.57% of those
counted were Sinhalese, 22.26% were
Tamils, 6.8 1% were Moors and 1.36%
were other groups. In 1946 the corre-
sponding percentages were 69.40,
22.75, 6.15 and 1.70 respectively while
in 1981 they were 73.95, 18.22, 7.05
and 0.77 respectively. By and large
the Moors have been and are Tamil
speaking or often bilingual.

1t is clear from the above that from
the outset when modern statistical
methods were used to count and cat-
egorize people (i.e. from more than
three quarters of a century prior to
independence), Sri Lanka which was
earlier known as Ceylon has been the
home of three major communities -
Sinhalese, Tamils and Moors. In other
words Sinhalese, Tamils and Moors
have been living in the Indian Ocean
Island of Sri Lanka (Ceylon) as Sni
Lankans (Ceylonese) for well over 4
generations. It is also clear that more
than a quarter of the inhabitants have
been and are Tamil speaking.

It is the right and duty of every
one of us to understand that all of us
are Sri Lankans first irrespective of
the community to which we belong
and Sri Lanka is not the country of
any particular community only. We
need not go back and probe history
to understand this logic behind the
Sri Lankan identity and weaken our
Nation.

For the Tamil speaking people the
Sri Lankan identity is extremely im-
portant because this identity only
helps them to talk about their rights
and denial of them by successive
governments. This is particularly im-
portant at the present juncture when
many Tamil speaking people and or-
ganizations are keen to get a third
party mediator to resolve the ethnic
problem and bring about peace.

For the Sinhalese, this Sri Lankan
identity is equally important. If this is
not accepted and the rights of all com-
munities to live peacefully with dig-
nity and honour is not ensured, it will
be the Sinhalese, and not the Tamil
speaking people, who will accelerate
the destruction of the Sri Lankan iden-
tity and precipitate the separation of -
the country.
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Homes of the major communities
in Sri Lanka ,

In 1871, 83.38 per cent of the people lived outside the
North and East while 16.62 per cent lived in the North and
East. This changed to 88.6 per cent outside North and
East and 11.4 per cent in the North and East by 1946. By
1981, the people living outside North and East came down
to 85.96 per cent and those living in the North and East
rose to 14.04 per cent. This is not surprising because the
North and East of the country consisted of some of the
driest parts where the nature is most adverse to agricul-
ture.

In 1871, only 0.51 per cent of the Sinhalese lived in the
North and East while 63.29 per cent of the Tamils and
29.71 per cent of the Moors lived in the North and East.
These changed to 0.80 per cent, 38.7 per cent and 31.09
per cent respectively in 1946 and to 2.54 per cent, 52.9 per
cent and 34.98 per cent in 1981. It is thus clear that the
Sinhalese preferred to have their homes outside the North
and East while a little over half the Tamils and about one-
third of the Moors preferred to have their homes in the
North and East.

Qutside North and East, the Provinces with substan-
tial Tamil population are the Central and Uva Provinces.
In 1881, 27.69 per cent of the Tamils lived in the Central
Province while 6.34 per cent lived in the Uva Province.
The corresponding percentages in 1946 were 28.78 and
9.42 respectively. In 1981, these percentages were 19.61
and 6.70 respectively.

In terms of distribution of population by major com-
munities, the following tables are worth noting:

Table 1 - Population of Sri Lanka by major communities

Percentages
Community 1871 1946 1981
Sinhalese  69.57 69.40 73.95
Tamils 2226 2275 1822
Moors 06.81 06.15 07.05
Table 2 - Population of the Northern Province
of Sri Lanka by major communities

Percentages
Commumty 1871 1946 1981
Sinhalese  00.38 02.00 03.17
Tamils 95.49 93.82 92.03
Moors 03.46 03.79 04.58
Table 3 - Population of the Eastern Province
of Sni Lanka by major communities

Percentages
Community 1871 1946 1981
Sinhalese  06.33 09.87 24.99
Tarmils 59.03 48.75 42.06
Moors 33.12 39.06 32.34

Table 4 - Population of the Central Province
of Sri Lanka by major communities

Percentages
Community 1881 1946 . 1981
Sinhalese = 51.38 54 49 65.62
Tamils 40.18 3839 2641
Moors 06.18 05.93 0731
Table 5 - Population of the Uva Province
of Sri Lanka by major communities

Percentages
Community 1881 1946 1981
Sinhalese 6870 57.35 76.17
Tamils 2630 38.34 19.82
Moors 03.66 . 03.19 0349

Tables 2 and 3 clearly reveal that the vast majonty of
the people in the Northern and Eastern Provinces of Sri
Lanka up to the time of independence belonged to the
Tamil community in particular and the Moors. The move-
ment of the Sinhalese mto the Eastern Province has taken
place in large numbers only after independence.

Table 4 reveals that prior to independence a little over
half the population in the Central Province was Sinhalese
while well over one third was Tamil. This picture changed
to about two thirds Sinhalese and a little over one quarter
Tamil by 1981.

From table 5, it is seen that, prior to independence, the
Sinhalese formed between half and two third of the popu-
lation in the Uva Province while the Tamils formed be-
tween one quarter and one third of the population. By
1981 the Sinhalese population rose to a little over three
quarter while the Tamil population declined to about one
fifth. These changes and the ones noted in the previous
paragraph reflected the results of the repatriation of a large
number of Tamils from the plantations to India under the
agreement between the two countries.

This discussion on evidence from Census of Popula-
tion taken in Sri Lanka since 1871 clearly show that

1. SriLanka is multi ethnic,

2. The Sri Lankan identity applies to the Sinhalese,
Tamils and the Moors who have been living in the coun-
try for generations,

3. The Northern and Eastern Provinces have been
mainly the Home Provinces of the Tamil speaking people,

4. The Home Provinces of the Sinhalese have been
the seven Provinces other than the Northern and Eastern
Provinces,

5. Between one quarter and one third of those living
in the Central Province have been Tamils, and

6. Between one fifth and one fourth of those living in
the Uva Province have also been Tamils.

*The author of this paper was an Additional Secretary to a

former President of Sri Lanka.
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ICRC’s Role in the Provision

of Essential Medical Service

Twenty years ago, when the Gen-
eral Hospital in Jaffna became a Teac-
hing Hospital (JTH), it had more than
its ample quota of highly qualified
consultants and specialists (35) along
with the requisite supporting staff,
who undoubtedly contributed to its
smooth and efficient functioning.

With the rapidly changing situa-
tion in the peninsula and the onset of
the fighting, events took a dramatic
turn. The year 1990 for instance, saw
the reversal of the conditions that pre-
vailed 10 years earlier for the people
of Jaffna, as far as facilities were con-
cerned, and in particular the health
services.

Transport suffered badly, affect-
ing greatly the flow of supplies to the
peninsula. The rapidly deteriorating
civilian security situation and adverse
conditions resulted in many an execu-
tive, or government servant, seeking
less turbulent pastures in the outh.
The health and medical services were
the most affected having the highest
numbers leaving the peninsula.

1990 also saw the advent of the
ICRC to Jaffna. The humanitarian
needs of the people was their focus,
with health warranting immediate ac-
tion. The conflict situation had re-
sulted in an increase of maladies and
diseases and the number of special-
ists serving in JTH had dwindled to a
meagre 6. The drug supply was
parlous or minimal. Urgently needed
medical equipment barely left the
medical stores in Colombo. Few doct-
ore were available to even man the
clinics at JTH.

The ICRC, with agreement of the
government, and also having obtai-
ned security guarantees from the
LTTE, introduced a ship service
whereby it was possible for the seri-
ously sick patients, in need of further
treatment, surgery and therapy to be
transferred to Colombo. Patients were
transferred to Trincomalee via ICRC
vessel and thereon to Colombo over-
land. The patients were selected by
the Director of JTH, on the recom-
mendations of the specialist, and ar-
rangements were made with the health
authoritics, and Ministry of Defence
to effect the necessary clearance for

travel. Ever since the inauguration of
this service, a minimum of 4 voyages
were conducted monthly for the
needy patients of Jaffna. On an aver-
age, 30 patients (and ‘bystanders’)
were sent to Colombo for treatment
and brought back after treatment, on
each voyage.

Year No of Patients
1994 718

“ 1995 (Displaced) 311
1996 314
1997 688
1998 566

In addition, the ICRC vessel also
transported the much needed drugs
for the JTH along with equipment for
the health dept., and at times, even
stationery.

“Patients are generally selected
on the basis of the urgency of the
treatment, such as cancer patients for
radio and chemo therapy, cardiology
patients for urgently needed surgery,
neurology patients for CT scan/MRI
scan, patients for laser treatment, an-
giogram, lithotripsy, review of treat-
ment, et al....

If we could get specialists to visit
JTH at least once a month, the neces-
sity for 20-30 patients to travel to Co-
lombo once a month can be averted
when such patients are old and fee-
ble, they would need a bystander/ac-
companist there by denying a place
to 5-10 on the waiting list” pointed
out Dr. Ms Kanagaratnam, present
Director of JTH. As for suggestions
for improvement she said that espe-
cially the older people had difficulty
in using the toilets on the ship”. The
presence of an ICRC delegate at the
time of admittance to the various hos-
pitals would be very useful, whereby
the situation could be reviewed and
some sort of relief brought about,”
she added.

Let us see some of the patients
on board the vessel ‘Java Gulf® (voy-
age37/98 of 28.11.1998):

P T. 62 yrs. (male) retd. public serv-
ant complains of gall bladder 3 yrs
ago. No surgery performed. Admitted
to JTH 3 months ago and now recom-
mended for laser treatment. Waiting

list for 2 months.

P N. 30 yrs. (female), works as a
colonisation offcer in DS office Sandi-
lipay... had complained of nose bleed
6 months ago. Was operated in July,
but difficulty in breathing. Colombo
biopsy report tested for Carcinoma in
the nose. 4 months on the waiting list.
Accompanied by her mother.

Mrs. T. S. 60 yrs. stones in the kid-
ney operated twice. Recommended
for laser treatment in Colombo found
difficult to make up mind to go to Co-
Jombo owing to family responsibili-
ties. Accompanied by husband.

KN. 17 yrs, (male) Consequent to
panic and fear during the frequent
fighting, had a problem of fear of loud
noises.

The 726 ton ‘JAVA GULF’, has a
capacity for 800 tons of cargo, and
has 11 crew members, including the
Captain. Each voyage takes approx.
45 passengers (30 patients, 15 VIP (
including important govt. offcials).

For travel both ways, clearance
from the Ministry of Defence must be
obtained. Passengers booked for the
voyage from KKS3 to Trincomalee
meet at the ICRC Delegation in Jaffna
in the afternoon, and then leave by
convoy to KKS. Travel time from KKS
to Trincomalee is approx. 12 hrs (de-
pending on the seas!!). From Trinco-
malee to Colombo by land convoy it
takes a further 6 hours, with a short
stop in Habarana. The patients return--
ing to Jaffna, leave the ICRC Delega-
tion in Colombo at 6.30 am. A JTH

- doctor accompanies the patients both

ways, and is authorised to use the
emergency medical kit on board, when
necessary. An ICRC Convoying Of-
ficer is present on every voyage. Pas-
sengers are served with all 3 meals
and tea on board. ‘JAVA GULEF” costs
the ICRC $3500 USD per day, and if
presently on a 6 month charter.

Yet another service by this ves-
sel, has been the conveyance of mail
between Jaffna and Colombo, free of
charge. In the words of the Chief Post
Master, Jaffna, thanks to the good-
will of the ICRC, enormous quantities
of mail are being exchanged with mini-
mum delay.... this valuable service is
most welcome at a time when other
avenues of transport are extinct, and
greatly appreciated by people from ail
walks of life.”

“As medical personnel, on behalf
of the people of Jaftna, we are grate-

(continued on next page)
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BOOK REVIEW

THE MODERN SOVEREIGN STATE
AND THE POLITICS OF CULTURAL
IDENTITY IN SRI LANKA

Review by Prof. Alfred Jeyaratnam Wilson

Culture and Politics of Identity in
Sri Lanka edited by Mithran Tiruchel-
vam and C S Dattathreya (Internatio-
nal Centre for Ethnic Studies, Colom-
bo, 1998) is an important contribution
by ICES to the lively and ongoing deb-
ate on the highly politicised ethnic
problem in Sri Lanka.

Not a little of the success of this
exercise must be attributed to the cea-
seless endeavours of Dr Neelan Tiru-
chelvam. P Thambirajah, the chief lib-
rarian of ICES has functioned as the
human dynamo in preparing the colle-
ction for publication, and. praise is
due to him for his industry and dedi-
cation to the intellectual enterprises
of ICES.

" ICES, Colombo was the brainchild
of Robert Goldman of the Ford Foun-
dation and a few others such as the
indefatigable Dr Neelan. The Centre
has become a hive of inteliectual acti-
vity for Sri Lanka’s peaceniks and
those in the island who are genuinely
interested in advancing the cause of
peace. Apart from the conferences,
seminars and lectures by reputed
international scholars, ICES (Colom-
bo) has also published several volu-
mes of work by researchers, all of
which have provided an intellectual
feast to the knowledge seeking elites
of Sni Lanka.

There are eight chapters in this
volume, the work of deeply committed
. and serious minded scholars, all of
them free of vitriol and avoiding
stirring up the hornet’s nest.

The purpose of this volume is as
Mithran Tiruchelvam states in the
Introduction to favour as much as to
nourish the reader’s palate, providing

(Continued from page 17)

ful for the magnanimous service ren-
dered by the ICRC to the Health Serv-
ices,.... and special mention must be
made of the kind and considerate crew
of ‘JAVA GULF’,”said the Director of
JTH, in conclusion. ®

a sampling of the eclectic diversity of
topics, methodologies and critical
perspectives engaging the social
scientists today.... the essays in this
volume do find general unity in the
questioning of cultural and political
identity in Sri Lanka.”

The key to the whole volume is
Jayadeva Uyangoda’s chapter on
Biographies of the Decaying Nation
State. In fact it would have been more
appropriate to have placed this as the
first chapter because it gives us a
penetrating overview of the erosion
of what used to be the modern nation
state. It is not that this state has let
itself be internally self destructed or
became disintegrated internally by
external forces. The modern state has
had its day and what is in vogue
today are structures which modify
their sovereignty and bring them
under an umbrella union with their
common currency, freedom of move-
ment, reduction of customs barriers
and so on. The European Union, and
NAFTA are examples of this outmo-
ding of the nation state. What is of
greater significance, Uyangoda emp-
hasises, is the majoritarian nation
state which from his viewpoint is a
totemistic concept. In Sri Lanka it was
the calamitous year, 1958, a veritable
watershed when totemism took over.
Uyangoda comments (p.179):

“__.1 have begun to believe that
some of our energies should be
devoted to imaging fresh forms of
political association which would
enable for example, in the present
period of globalisation - free mov-
ement of capital and all forms of
lab-our. 1, for one, would love to
see a South Asia which will no
longer be a prison house of nat-
ions.”

Uyangoda clarifies his position
further by concluding (ibid):

“In my thinking, de-centring of

state sovereignty and democra-

tisation of state borders would lay

the basis for a multiplicity of Sou-

th Asian republics which should

ideally replace the existing system
of majoritarian nation-states.”

In an earlier section Uyangoda
observed:

“I begin to wonder why there is

such a faithful commitment to this

belief in Sri Lankan exception-
alism.”

Totemism, majoritarianism and
exceptionalism with its sense of man-
ifest destiny along with being the
custodian of a unique religion and an
ancient civilisation are the bywords
of the political Sinhalese today. In
contrast with this prevailing passion
for the over-centralised British col-
onial state, J K Galbraith described
India as a functioning anarchy of
700,000 villages. Thus today as Uya-
ngoda quite rightly comments, the
nation state is a thoroughly outmoded
concept, just going out of currency
and the object of adoration and wor-
ship by the apt phrase of Uyangoda,
Sri Lankan exceptionalism. Only in
this state do we still have relics of the
nineteenth century quoting from mid-
Victorian books on parliamentary
procedure and antiquated Queens-
berry rules. Those who therefore exc-
oriate all forms of devolution inclu-
ding federalism are clearly barking up
the wrong tree. ’

Patrick Anderson’s “Talk About
the Passion” (Chapter 1) gives us a
rich and succinct analytical survey of
the controversial writings of three
learned Catholic priests, Fathers Aloy
Pieris, Michael Rodrigo and Tissa
Balasuriya.

Anderson’s commencing paragra-
phs take a historical sweep of the Bud-
dhist-Catholic controversy in the mid-
nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies and the turbulent fifties and
sixties. Catholic dialogians and def-
enders of the Catholic position emer-
ged during these phases as protago-
nists of the Catholic doctrine. Inter-
estingly the Second Vatican Council’s
sessions of 1962-65 by its less dog-
matic approach have cited a more libe-
ral view of other religions. Nirvana
(Buddhism) and Karma (Hinduism) are
apparently accommodated for the
very first time. Vatican II postulated
that other religions enshrined diff-
erent ways of approaching change.
So it seems that all of us, Hindus,
Buddhists and Muslims are now exe-
mpted from original sin and the gat-
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eway is open to the pearly gates and
our souls are saved.

Anderson has done a careful and
incisive analysis of the writings and
thoughts of three erudite Catholic
priests, Fathers Aloy Pieris, Michael
Rodrigo and Tissa Balasuriya. Father
Pieris shines as a dialogian and as
editor of Dialogue, he used the journal
as a vehicle for putting across his
controversial thinking. Pieris is the
proponent of a liberation social theo-
logy and he sees the pressing ques-
tion today is that of the place of the
poor in the social ideologies of the
dialogue between rich and poor.
Essentially Pieris is an advocate for
the poor against the state where God
is the Liberative Agent and has made
a covenant or defence pact with the
poor against the agents of Mammon.

Michael Rodrigo was like Pieris, a
committed dialogian. For Rodrigo life
in the community is the distinctive
form of human experience. So he used
a Buddhist village where he learned
about and experienced the lives of the
poor. Rodrigo’s thinking approximates
to that of Pieris, Rodrigo being esse-
ntially an abstract thinker.

Father Tissa Balasuriya’s contri-
bution to the evolution of Christian
ideology is original and unique. In his
work, he concentrates on Mary, the
mother of Christ, and he develops a
revisionist assessment of Mary. Bala-
suriya also concerns himself with the
role of the poor in society and to this
extent he is a revisionist Marxologist.

The social and political thinking
of Pieris, Rodrigo and Balasuriya
unfortunately do not cross the borde-
rs of the conventional state. So that it
is within this outmoded nineteenth
century sovereign state that their
thinking operates. Besides the three
priests lived in the most troublesome
times and we do not come across any
references to the plight of the Sri
Lankan Tamils and the horrors of
terrorism that has plagued the island.
The burning question is not only that
of the poor, though they have their
ramifications through every nook and
cranny in Sri Lankan society. More
crucial is what does the state do to
curb and discipline its army men when
they blatantly violate human rights
and perpetrate crimes against
humanity.

In sum, Pieris, Rodrigo and Bala-
suriya constitute a vanguard of libera-
tion theologians where they see the

conflict in the struggle between rich
and poor and where they expect the
state to perform welfare functions in
order to strengthen the poor. For the
balance, the state must also perform
a positive role. It is necessary for the
state to provide for the poor. Their
argument concludes with the sig-
nificant observation:
“All religions are in various ways
and to various degrees, both
oppressive and liberative. [Third
World theology needs to develop]
a form of inter-religious dialogue
which is concerned not so much
with the doctrinal insights or the
spiritual experiences that different
religions can offer one another as
with the contribution to human
liberation that each can make.”
We are still within the paradi-
gmatic confines of the sovereign nat-
jon state. Jani de Silva’s chapter on
“Shifting Frames of Masculinity” tak-
es the reader on an illuminated guided
tour of what was most probably a pro-
Sinhalese nation state. Jani de Silva,
as usual, is a profound thinker and
writes serious stuff. She provides a
guide especially an informed and
comprehensively analytical overview
of Sinhalese social structure with its
manifold complex consanguinal rela-
tionships. The role of the village or
gama is here spelled out so very luc-
idly that we get fresh insights into
how the political system functioned
in those times under the king or the
state. The modern centralised unitary
state was the operation of Britain
reinforced by the habits of a business
civilisation. It is essentially a contem-
porary phenomenon and most cert-
ainly cannot be traced back to the
days of King Duttu Gemunu. To do
this would be tantamount to tacking
on a tattered piece of fabric to a rec-
ently woven textile straight from the
factory. This would be an incongr-
uous construction. Jani de Silva might
be nearer to the paradigm of a sover-
eignty holding a galactic sway over
peripheral regions, a weak central gov-
ernment but nevertheless exhibiting
the appurtenances of kingly or state
authority. The editors succeed in pla-
cing de Silva in context when they
observe in their Introduction:
«“She investigates a kind of cog-
nitive dissonance of group forma-
tion embodied in the distance bet-
ween ideal personhood and social
reality”
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and they add:

“De Silva discovers how the

symbolic orientation of language

to reality exposes the ascriptive,
hierarchial-and fraternal words of
young Sinhalese males.”

The remaining five chapters
written by Michael Schafter! Marisa
Angell, Sasanka Perera, Sunil Bastian
and Shari Knoerzer form part of the
unity of this entire work if they are
looked upon as off shoots from the
main tree of knowledge provided by
Jani de Silva, Patrick Anderson and
Jayadeva Uyangoda. Marisa Angell’s
critical discussion in her chapter,
“Understanding the Aryan Theory”
is both revealing and instructive.

The crux of the Sinhalese dilemma
lies in their vain belief in their origins
in the cradle of the human race” pub-
licised by the German Aryanist, Marx
Muller. They, the Sinhalese, had no
share in this vicious publicisation of
Aryan social origins. Unfortunately
misguided but eminent religious pro-
pagandists such as Anagarika Dhar-
mapala seized on it as a way of advan-
cing the notion of the superiority: of
the Sinhala race as against the Dravi-
dian Tamils. The British Colonial rulers
stood aside and winked at the whole
process, not unsympathetically. Ang-
ell provides an excellent narration of
the development of the Aryan theory
of language and race. Strange as it
may seem, it was a Biritisher, Sir Wil-
liam Jones, a civil service judge in Cal-
cutta who first propounded his theory
at a 1788 meeting of the Royal Artistic
Society of Bengal. Jones’ findings '
were regarded so influential that he
came to be known as the father of the
Aryan theory of languages. Jones
was followed by other Englishmen
such as Reverends Robert Spence
Hardy and J G MacVicar but neither
of them approached the stature of Sir
William Jones.

The German Aryanists, Max Mul-
ler and later Friedrich Schiegel were
quite active n their writings so much
so that R A L H Gunawardena named
Muller as the Aryan racial theory’s
“most effective propagandist.”

These racial theories coincided
with the majoritarian needs of a racially
dominated nation state even when
plurality and multi-ethnicity were
cross cutting factors not merely wit-
hin borders but across borders as
well. They only helped justify majority
ethnic hegemonism. In recent times,
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modem historians in Sri Lanka such
as C R de Silva have rejected this the-
ory

Sasanka Perera’s chapter on The
“Victims” throws much needed light
on the sufferings of women, especially
their menfolk at the hands of the yet
all consuming state. The majesty of
the state and as an instrument of
brutal repression is brought to our
attention. In this piece, we begin to
realise the slow, imperceptible erosion,
in the nineteen nineties of the sov-
ereign state. The agent of this eroding
process is none but the emergence of
human rights as an important issue
and states are obliged to respect hum-
an rights if they are not to be viewed
as outcasts in the comity of nations.
Additionally the factor of aid espec-
ially from international credit agencies
and aid consortiums and the possib-
ility of it being curtailed are deterrents
to the wanton violation of human rig-
hts and the committing of crimes aga-
inst humanity. Sasanka does not men-
tion any of these adverse conseque-
nees resulting from the deviant beha-
viour of defaulting states but the con-
sequences of the state’s violation of
human rights have been amply spelled
out elsewhere and is a matter of grave
- concern to the democracies of the
world.

Sasanka states that the worst
violence was between 1987 and 1991
when the state and the JVP (People’s
Liberation Front) went on a killing

ree. He links up these enormous
and brutal killings with the sad human
tragedy that befell women who had
to bear the brunt. He writes (p.94):

“Many of them saw the brutal
murder of their husbands and
other male kin and had to endure
the repression of the normal mod-
es of mourning as per the demands
of either the JVP or the agents of
the state.”

Two developments which were
not quite anticipated in the earlier
decades became increasingly clear in
the nineteen nineties modifying cons-
equently the sovereignty of the fast
dating sovereign state. Globalisation
and the revolutionising of informa-
tion technology have compelled repr-
essive states to conform to internati-
onal standards of decency.

NGO’s are another break on the
supremacy of the sovereign nation
state. They have become prominent
and powerful bodies in their efforts

to monitor a state’s record of human
rights.

Sunil Bastian, a sound thinker, has
already a well-established and well-
founded reputation for his dedicated
work on various facets of the Sinhala
Buddhist state in Sri Lanka. Here in
his chapter on Development, NGO’s
and Ethnic Conflicts , Bastian ende-
avours to analyse the politics of deve-
lopment NGO’s in the context of their
support for the Tamil minority’s dem-
and for the devolution of powers to
their traditional areas. The NGO’s are
still yet another break on the arrogant
nation state. Bastian writes:

«__ when we talk of NGO’s today,

we are concerned with a major
force that is bound to become
even stronger in the near future.
The increased linking of NGO’s
with foreign funding in general
and official development assist-
ance in particular makes them an
important element in the role of
foreign aid in developing coun-
tries...”

Bastian quite rightly states that in
these NGO’s there is a strategy to
reform the state in order to make it
more transparent and accountable,
secondly they are seen as a means of
strengthening civil society and lastly
from the level of donor policies, there
is a search for good governance by
aid-giving states. All three factors, it
might be noted, modify the arrogance
of the sovereign state.

Bastian engages with the ethnic
and international challenges to the
sovereign state. It is clear from his
thinking that the sovereign power has
been diminished by the intervention
of new modes of thinking and the
engulfment of the planet by globali-
sation and revolutionised information
technologies.

Bastian’s section on “Debates
among International NGO’s” identif-
jes him at his most insightful. Internal
conflicts, he asserts, give rise to misin-
terpretation of the sociology of war
in countries as distant as Sri Lanka
and Rwanda. There is a confusion in
understanding here, a totalising and
generalising of a particular situation
with the generality of inter-ethnic con-
flicts. Bastian insists, “The single
term ‘conflict’ cannot characterise
what is going on in Bosnia and smacks
of the discredited practice... ignores
the specificities extremely important
to an understanding of internal

conflicts.” (p.119)

But it is his section on “Limitati-
ons of the Concept of Development”
(pp.122-30) which bring out certain
outstanding killer theorems. He avers:
1. development includes much more

than mere growth and the trickle

down process does not occur au-
tomatically unless the poor are tar-

geted. i
2. a fundamental objective of devel-

opment strategy that hopes to
shape capitalism and to give the
disadvantaged a state is to change
these relationships so as to en-
hance the capacity of the less pow-
erful to determine their own living
conditions and control resources.
The overall effect of this approach
states Bastian, is an uncritical atti-
tude towards the structures of capi-
talism within which many of these
target group-oriented projects op-
erate. Obviously we are here close
to the thesis that the state should
be the instrument of the poor and
become their welfare dispensing
agency.

We are close to the British Labour
Party view of the Attlee era that the
modemn welfare state is the answer to
the poor. Bastian’s verdict 1s that such
are the attitudes of the neo-liberals.
He is not opposed to the idea but the
substance of his thesis is that we
should give welfarism a chance before
transitting to the Marxist state. The
reform of the state structure is
therefore one of the goals of this
school of thought. This would mean
experimenting with other structures
of modernisation and by implication
we cannot eliminate federalism as an
end solution to the inter-ethnic
conflict. Certainly the tried and . failed
antiquated unitary state is by no
means a panacea to the ills that plague
our contemporary society. Such a
simplistic unitarian response will not
eliminate conflict. But this Marxist
proposition that the ills of society are
attributable to the class struggle
between rich and poor and that the
state is the repressive instrument of
the haute bourgeoisie and the petite
bourgeoisie is too simple and uncom-
plicated an explanation of a highly
complex phenomenon as the modem
state. The Marxists therefore argue
that a better equitable redistribution
of scarce resources along with rapid
economic development which will
reduce unemployment and make
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available to everyone poor in society
a fair deal will necessarily involve a
reform of the state and the intro-
duction of new institutions and refo-
rmed structures to achieve the goals
of a redistributive society.

Shari Knoerzer makes a skilful
dissection of the political behaviour
of the scattered and itinerant Muslims
of Sn1 Lanka. She seeks an answer to
the puzzling question: what can a
thinly spread minority such as the
Muslims do in an ocean of Sinhalese
in the majoritarian hegemonistic state.
One response i1s for them to play the
pliant and subservient role as an
appendage to the majority political
parties which they had been doing
until the other day. Another is for their
leadership to be in constant low pro-
file in the political firmament lest exc-
essive posturing brings them oppr-
obrium. Their cringing stance to date
can be attributed to the fact that they
are looked upon with a loaded prej-
udice by the Sinhalese Buddhists and
the Ceylon Tamils. There have been
three critical anti-Muslim riots by the
Sinhalese in recent times, the one in
Hambantota almost at the tum of the
century, the acme in the 1915 riots and

the Puttalam shootings in 1976 by
security personnel.

The problem with the Muslim
community is that its members have
been dictated to by a self-serving, sel-
fish and exploitative leadership conc-
entrated mainly in Colombo city and
the suburbs. This leadership is cons-
picuous, wealthy and vulgarly oste-
ntatious and very much unaware of
the social envy they provoke among
the wealthy Sinhalese elite. The Col-
ombo-centred leaders have been able
to exact the support of their fellow

“WMiuslims because by and large, Mus-
lims living amidst Sinhalese and
Tamils in the villages are such an
insignificant number and mostly poor
and existing on the edge of subsis-
tence that they vainly believe that
their leaders will deliver the goods to
them. The Tamils too look upon the
Muslims with disdained superiority.
Muslims often complain that their
teachers in the secondary schools,
the majority of whom are Ceylon
Tamils, discourage their school chil-
dren from aspiring to higher education
instilling into them that they only fit
to tradesmen or herdsmen. During the
Federal Party phase (1956-1977) in

Tamil politics, the Federalist leaders
especially S J V Chelvanayakam and
other seniors spoke eloquently of the
Muslims being part of the Tamil-
speaking peoples of Ceylon. In fact,
there were electoral agreements bet-
ween the Federal Party and Muslim
candidates in constituencies where
either Muslim or Tamil candidates
could win with the votes of the other
community. There were several such
electorate victories but the Muslim
victors failed to honour their pledges
to the Federal Party after entering
Parliament. :
Knoerzer unfortunately fails to
analyse the Muslim-Tamil relationship
during this 1956-77 phase. There was
a serious effort by the Federal Party
to establish a permanent link that they

- even successfully elected a middle-

level Muslim politician, Mashoor Mo-
ulana to Parliament who true to form
crossed over to the government soon
after entering the Senate. During the
Eelam wars in the North and the East,
the Muslims incurred the suspicions
of the Tamil Tiger leadership. They
were suspected of passing on vital
information to the Sinhalese army and
accused of being indifferent and
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unsympathetic to Tiger cadres opera-
ting in their midst. Consequently
Muslims were shot and killed while in
their mosques saying their Friday pra-
yers. These shootings at random occ-
urred mostly in the Eastern parts and
they of course provoked brutal reta-
liations. The most deplorable was
when the Tigers expelled the entire
Muslim population in the Jaffna
peninsula, some 75,000. In a matter of
days they were asked to move from
their homes which cost them treme-
ndous losses in property. These Mus-
lims were accused of providing intelli-
gence to the Sinhalese army.

The solution to these serious pro-
blems came when the Muslim intellig-
entsia in the Eastern province inaug-
urated their own political party in
1981. Knoerzer rightly observes “the
Sri Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC)
marks the transformation and Islami-
cisation of Muslim politics in Sri Lan-
ka” (p. 136). This party has become
pivotal in the island’s politics because
the Muslims constitute the third
largest vote bank in the country. The
party was founded by its current
leader, M H M Ashraff who is now a
minister of cabinet rank in the People’s
Alliance government of President
Chandrika Kumaratunga. It has the
support of the young Muslims and
its leaders are also drawn from this
age sector. The SLMC aspired to be a
national party but is still region-bas-
ed, in the Eastern province. The con-
ventional method in Sri Lanka’s pol-
itical culture is to appoint the leader
of the party to the cabinet in the
expectation that this could contain
discontent. Ashraff’s entry into the
cabinet has not, however, solved the
Muslim problem. The Muslims thou-
gh they had not been targeted have
benefited considerably from legisla-
tion enacted since independence. The
Paddy Lands Act alleviated their
landlessness. The nationalisation of
the schools and admission by racial
quota to the universities provided
Muslims a larger number of the
reserved places for backward areas
and for the disadvantaged. Since the
Muslims came mostly from such areas
and were considered educationally
and economically handicapped.
These quotas have not always been
filled because of a dearth of Muslim
candidates.

Problems have arisen, however,
over the question of devolving powers

to the regions especially those areas
where the Muslims are in a majority.
One section of Muslim thinking pre-
fers to remain a united community.
This section prefers to continue as a
united community within the confi-
nes of a unitary state, the argument
being that it would be better to be a
single minority in one state than a
minority in two different and probably
mutually hostile states. There are
those who argue for a separate Mus-
lim unft=== way of protecting Muslim
interests. It is probable that the prota-
gonists of a Muslim unit will in the
end have their way.

The fundamental question here is
how can a minority in a hegemonistic
state function without inviting disas-
ter to itself. One way is to remain sub-
servient and in low profile and avoid
challenging the state. The Sri Lankan
Muslims have conformed to this pol-
icy and consequently avoided being
mistreated.

Another is to try to gain adva-
ntages at the expense of a rebellious
and bellicose minority such as the Sri
Lankan Tamils. Major sections of
Muslim opinion have tended to veer
in this latter direction arousing in the
process the wrath of the Tamils. Sin-
halese politicians have also stirred up
the Muslims against the Tamils ther-
eby allegedly seeking to pursue a
policy of divide and rule. The Sri La-
nkan Tamil response has been to try
to appease the Muslim political lead-
ership and bring all Muslims with the
Tamils under the broad rubric of the
Tamil-speaking peoples of Ceylon.
This kind of courting of a strategically
placed minority has been persisting
for most of the post independence
period but without much success. A
guess is that the Muslims will con-
tinue to remain a bifurcated minority
but with a more solid leadership which
will always seek to drive hard political
bargains. In the sharp competition
that has been generated between
them and the Tamils, it cannot be ruled
out that the conflict will become a
permanent sore thumb and a further
dimension to the riven island, yet
another example of the disintegrating
broken-backed sovereign state.

What does a national park within
the confines of a city comprising some
one hundred acres have to do with
the sovereign state? Michael Schafter
attempts an answer in his interesting
essay “From Victoria to Vihara Maha-

devi”. The vicissitudes of time push-
ed the eccentric old queen (Victoria)
to the background and the forces of
nationalism brought Vihara Mahadevi
to the forefront. Mrs Bandaranaike
dignified the park by leading a dem-
onstration followed with a protest
meeting in the premises of the park
on the day the Dudley Senanayake
government had Parliament enact
regulations for the use of the Tamil
language in January 1966. Schaffer
gives us a detailed narrative of the
historical evolution of the park since
its inauguration in 1866. There is a
successful attempt to link the park
with the evolution of the state. Scha-
fter writes:

«_...in fits and starts, and never
completely, the park was transf-
ormed from a formal urban garden
for the city’s elite, to a more roma-
ntic green space, and then into a
somewhat decaying democratic
space with rides and amenities
aimed squarely at the urban middle
class. How this happened, when
and why, traces the history of a
city and a country which over the
years since the park first opened
has seen economic growth, evol-
ving colonial rule, independence
and political strife.”

The park only served a rich clie-
ntele and was meant to be a pleasure
ground for the wealthy residents of
what were then suburbs of the city of
Colombo but are now part and parcel
of Colombo - Slave Island, Kolpetty
and Maradana. But in the course of
time, it had become a vice park and,
as was remarked by the then Prime
Minister, Ranasinghe Premadasa,
“the happy hunting ground of all
vagrants, petty thieves and other
undesirable elements in society.”

Schaffer concludes with a sign-
ificant observation:

«.... the park’s changes have ref-

lected some of society’s own

changes, from reaching to urba-
nisation to carry out the marks of
divisive nationalism to exhibiting

an imperfect democracy and a

frayed welfare state...”

The last sentence in Dr Schaffer’s
essay contains a telling note of cau-
tion:

“As such the future of the park,

in its small way, will continue to

say something about that state of

Sri Lanka’s public culture at

large.” (continued on next page )
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T N Gopalan

here just seems to be no end in

sight to the probe into the as-

sassination of the former Indian
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

Six years and seven months since
he was felled by a human bomb in
Sriperumbudur, one year since a spe-
cial court set up to deal with terrorist
offences sentenced all the 26 accused
before it to death and six months since
the Justice Milap Chand Jain Commis-
sion submitted its final report on the
“conspiracy behind the assassina-
tion” none seems the wiser.

Even if the evidence relating to the
actual carrying out of the assassina-
tion revealed the hand of a vengeful
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), as to the involvement of oth-
ers in the conspiracy to the diabolical
crime, nothing has been conclusively
proved one way or another and many
things remain in the realm of conjec-
ture.

It is in such circumstances the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI),
the federal investigating agency of
India, has sought permission to re-
open the investigations into the as-

(Continued from page 23)

This volume is an important con-
tribution to an understanding of the
contemporary Sri Lankan state. The
editors need to be congratulated for
putting all the various chapters tog-
ether in book form. Each of the essays
and their contributors from Patrick
Anderson to Jayadeva Uyangoda be-
long to a rare band of objective thin-
kers and researchers who have bro-
ught their singularly unprejudiced
minds to bear on a highly complex
subject. There is a golden thread that
runs through this volume that of the
disintegrating sovereign state how-
ever imperceptible this thread may
seem: when one completes reading the
essays of high quality and puts down
the book, even a reviewer such as my-
self begins to have a hope that our
country still has a future.

sassination, saying that it has come
upon “fresh material” following the
findings of the Jain Commission.

Though as things stood in the
first week of February, the judge be-
fore whom the petition was filed had
returned it twice seeking “more de-
tails,”. The chances are that the clear-
ance would finally come sooner than
later. But the question remains - what
next?

Why is the CBI eager to re-open
the investigations? Why is it finding
it difficult to convince the presiding
judge of the court set up under the
Prevention of Terrorist and Anti-Dis-
ruptive Activities Act (TADA) of the
legitimacy of its claims?

In January the state government
in effect revived the TADA court be-
fore which the trial of the 26 accused
had taken place, but which had be-
come defunct after the delivery of the
judgement. A new judge Vadivel Rat-
nam was named for the purpose. Na-
vaneedham who had ordered whole-
sale hanging had been moved out af-
ter he delivered the judgement. Evi-
dently the move under the Centre’s
instructions was aimed at enabling
the re-opening of the investigations.
For the case could be re-opened and
further proceedings conducted only
before the court before which the
original trial had taken place.

Anyway what exactly is the CBI
up to at this stage when the Supreme
Court is to deliver its verdict on the
petitions challenging the death sen-
tence handed down to the 26 accused
in the case charge-sheeted way back
in 19927

Political motives are widely assu-
med to be behind the move, like emba-
rrassing Chief Minister Karunanidhi
by interrogating him, of course only
to humour the ever truculent ally of
the BJP, Jayalalitha Jayaram. The CBI
top-brass could also be pursuing
their own agenda in the matter. The
present initiative could be a face-
saver for the premier investigating

agency if the apex court acquits many
of those sentenced to death.

The CBI told the TADA court that
following the submission of its report
by the Jain commission and the set-
ting up of a Multi-Disciplinary Moni-
toring Agency (MDMA) by the cen-
tre to follow up the commission’s rec-
ommendations fresh investigations
were warranted.

The judge first sought more de-
tails like who authorised the CBI to
seek permission to re-open the inves-
tigations, what was the nature of the
fresh evidence it had come upon, etc.
He was also upset that a lowly Super-
intendent of Police of the CBI had
come before him with a scrap of pa-
per and wanted him t5 grant permis-
sion to re-open the case. Normally the
Public Prosecutor is entrusted with
such a job.

A few days later the CBI counsel
did present himself before the Judge
but did not provide anything more
than the directive from the Centre to
the MDMA to resume the investiga-
tions. He also contended that under
Sec.173(8) of the Criminal Procedure
Code which was being invoked to re-
open the case only a formal consent
of the judge was required and that
the judge had little discretion in the
matter.

Vadivel Rathnam, a rather maver-
ick judge, flew into a rage and re-
torted that it was inconceivable that
when there was a provision to seek
permission from a court, the latter
should have little to do in the case
except sign on dotted lines. “I’m not
a government official , mind you,” he
told the counsel sternly. Left with lit-
tle option the CBI counsel promised
to come before the judge yet again
with all necessary details.

The counsel, Jacob Daniel, later
told this correspondent, “While I
refuse to join issue with the judge, I
can only say that we are on a strong
wicket. There is nothing in the law
that could stand in the way of re-open-
ing a case if the investigating agency
so desires. Sec.173(8) of the Cr.P.C. is
very clear on the matter. It is only a
courtesy on our part to seek the for-
mal consent of the court before which
the trial of the original case took
place. The supreme court has of
course said that it 1s desirable to seek
the consent of the court in such cir-
cumstances, but it leaves little room
for discretion for the judge..”
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He also maintained that it was not
necessary to produce before the court
the “fresh evidence” which the CBI
might have come upon and which in
turn necessitated a further inquiry. In
fact doing so would only alert those
whose roles the multi-disciplinary
agency (MDMA) would like to nves-
tigate. “Well of course we would be
willing to produce the case diary be-
fore the court at an appropriate time,
but not at this stage.” He also seemed
to feel that even if the judge chose to
reject the petition to be put up before
him with the details he is calling for,
the CBI could go before the Supreme
Court and get the ruling overturned.

But then for all the bluster on the
re-opening of the investigations, the
CBI, still seems to groping in the dark
on what it intends to do after getting
the clearance.

One after another, the officials this
correspondent spoke to conceded, “It
is a fact that we don’t have an iota of
fresh evidence which would make the
re-opening sensible. The Jain commis-
sion report is such a farrago of non-
sense as a leading editor had causti-
cally remarked that it would be thrown
out of court straight-away by a sec-
ond class judicial magistrate. We're
citing it to only to bolster our case for
re-opening and seem non-partisan.
Actually we’re only doing the bidding
of our political masters, leave 1t at
that...”

They seemed to imply that the
Centre wants to keep Jayalalitha in
good humour by hauling up the Chief
Minister Karunanidhi and also to pla-
cate Sonia Gandhi herself, sending her
signals that they mean business in
the assassination case and would not
Jeave any stone unturned to get at
the culprits.

It is becoming crystal clear that
the BJP would do anything, just any-
thing, to remain in power. The
MDMA saga itself is unedifying.
Fven in its Action Taken Report (ATR)
the Centre sought to surreptitiously
include Karunanidhi’s name in the list
of suspects whereas the Jain Commis-
sion says in its final report that his
interrogation would have been rel-
evant in many circumstances.

Only when Murasoli Maran pro-
tested vigorously, the Centre agreed
that the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister’s
name figures in the chapter Stand of
the SIT on theories beyond the LTTE
and made the necessary correction.

Still Karunanidhi along with Subr-
amaniam Swamy and Chandraswamy
figure in the list of those to be inter-
rogated as per the ATR and the pros-
pect should seem quite exciting for
Jayalalitha. She could exploit to the
hilt Jain’s observations in the Interim
Report wherein he had made scath-
ing comments against Karunanidhi in
the context of the alleged encourage-
ment given by him to the LTTE dur-
ing his reign in 1989-91.

But then the political factors apart,
it is further said, that the CBI could
be playing its own game, apprehend-
ing as it does that the Supreme Court
could acquit some or most of those
sentenced to death. It is in fact poin-

ted out that at one stage the three-
member bench presiding over the
hearing of the petitions challenging
the sentence observed in the open
court, “it seems to be a case of judi-
cial massacre.”

The CBI legal team in fact concede
at the very least the sentence would
be commuted in quite a few cases. The
CBI top-brass appear to apprehend
getting eggs on their faces and hence
as a face-saver they are expediting the
reinvestigation - so that they can still
say, “ the case 1s not yet over...” And
so Rajiv’s ghost is destined to haunt
the Indian polity for some more time
to come. ®

Sethu Samudrant:
0f Monkeys and Squirrels

Ramesh Gopalakrishnan

ethu means a feat of the bridge.

e H
coast, called Konkan Railway betw-

And it is also the land’s end, as

discovered by Lord Rama in his
journey to Lanka. Crossing the mar-
shlands, he arrives at the coast, only
to find the Ocean King ignoring him
for a few days. The poet Kamban,
whose homeland lies somewhere
along Rama’s journey in south-east-
ern Tamil Nadu, depicts Rama’s fury
which brings out the Ocean King from
the depths. The king agrees to the
Sethu to be built. And after Rama
prays to Siva at Rameswaram, the
Vanara Sena gets into action, and lo,
the bridge is completed. It was a mar-
vellous feat, led by the Vanara archi-
tect Neelan. Everyone including a lit-
tle squirrel has a role in it. And the
lord praises the squirrel, showering
his affection on it.

The modern Sethu Samudram
project is history’s fight against ge-
ography, politics and ecology. Plan-
ned way back in the mid-1 9th century
by the British, it is yet to see the light
of the day. The new “bridge” planned
by the Atal Bihari Vajpayee regime is
not going to link land-masses as n
the Ramayana epic, but join two sea-
fronts, the Gulf of Mannar and the
Palk Bay. India’s defence minister
George Fernandes, who led a success-
ful campaign in the early nineties o
lay a rail line along India’s western

een Mumbai and Mangalore, annou-
nced, in January last, that a new Rs
735 crore project would be impleme-
nted in four years’ time. The project
will cut the Rameswaram island into
two at a point close to the Kodhan-
daramar temple near what remains of
the town Dhanushkodi which had
been swallowed by the sea on a fate-
ful stormy night in 1964. At this spot,
a deep gorge will be dug and a 31-
feet-deep canal made out of it to en-
able even big ships pass through.

The reason trotted out by various
Tamil Nadu politicians for the failure
of the project to take off all these years
is the sustained obstacles put forth
by successive Sti Lankan govern-
ments. Sure, once the project gets
over, Indian cargo and military ships
need no longer sail around the St
Lankan island as they are doing now;
also, the bridge can take the interna-
tional maritime traffic, slowly eliminat-
ing the prime position enjoyed by the
Colombo port. India has two all-
weather ports at Tuticorin and Cochin
where large ships can berth. And
hence, according to this viewpoint,
Colombo will lose its sheen to these
two ports. This is why the Colombo
governments have been protesting
against the project, they say.

Those familiar with south Indian
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geography know that the Adam’s Bri-
dge, which spans the sea between
Rameswaram and Talaimannar, is made
up of sand bars (called as theedais
by Lankan Tamils and Tamil Nadu
fishermen).

These bars ensure that the sea 1s
only 11 feet deep at some places, canc-
eling the possibility of ships going
through and allowing only boats of
militant groups and refugees to pass
through. In fact, the British, under
whose colonial rule India and Lanka
were together, had periodically work-
ed out various schemes. In all, nine
schemes were prepared for the Sethu
Samudram project, of which the one
prepared by Dr Arcot Ramaswamy
Mudaliar 1n 1922 assumed signifi-
cance. Dr Mudahiar had disagreed
with the earlier schemes which had
wanted the canal to be dug along the
Adam’s Bridge itself. He also ruled
out the project being built east of the
famous Pamban bridge as suggested
in earlier schemes.

Ultimately, he decided that the ca-
nal should be dug in the Indian main-
land itself. The same idea had been
mooted by the author of the first

project way back in 1860. However,
all this and the reports of several com-
missions and Tamil Nadu assembly
decisions failed to evoke any re-
sponse from the Indian government
which decided to scrap the schemes
in 1989, saying that it was not not eco-
nomically viable.

Tamil Nadu politicians once again
saw red in this move. It was obvious
that the then prime miniser, Rajiv Gan-
dhi, was getting desperate to mollify
Lankan president Ranasinghe Prema-
dasa after the latter demanded the
withdrawal of the Indian Peace-Keep-
ing Force (IPKF) from Lanka.

Was not the Kachativu handed
over on a platter to the then Lankan
prime minister Sirimavo Bandaran-
ayake, they asked.

That the defence minister is invo-
lved in the current project speaks a
lot over India’s security concerns in
the region. The Indian government
wants to put its stamp of authority
over a region which had hitherto re-
mained under the control of armed
Lankan militant groups, smugglers
dealing in petroleum products and
assorted anti-social elements. Also,

the majority of Indian coal-laden sh-
ips take this route, from Eastern In-
dia’s coalfieds to the southern states.

The location of the 31-feet canal
well inside the Iadian landmass indi-
cates that India does not want to take
the nisk of digging the canal along the
Adam’s bridge. This implies that In-
dia does not envisage the ethnical
conflict in Lanka to peter out in the
next three-four eyes. Also, fishermen
from Ramanathapuram district can go
south without taking the nisk of get-
ting shot at by Sni Lankan naval per-
sonnel.

The decision to launch the Sethu
Samudram project has been welco-
med by all political parties in Tamil
Nadu. However, the parties are una-
ware of the fact that frequent ship-
ping could cause enormous damage
to the environment, especially at the
Gulf of Mannar which has been de-
clared as a National Biosphere Re-
serve. In any case, It will be clear from
the next few months as to what extent
this project would be implemented in
right earnest, like the way the mon-
keys and the squirrel did in yet an-
other yuga. e
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Karunanidhi - The Reluctant,

Dravidian Crusader

T N Gopalan

he septuagenarian DMK chief
T Karunanidhi would like to some-

how believe that he has not lost
his Dravidian moorings in the course
of his pursuit of power. Every once in
a while he makes some noise or other
on the Dravidian principles, raising
hackles among the predominantly
Brahmin media.

The unwary, naive or helpless Ta-
mil nationalist sections get excited of
course over the renewed war cry and
start praising him. But before you say
Tamil, the controversy dies down, for
a busy Chief Minister has moved on
to other “pressing” issues of the day
and the votaries of the Tamil Tigers
are left twiddling their thumbs.

In the last couple of months, at
least on three different occasions the
Dravidian ideology came to the fore
only to be shoved on to the back-
bumer for the nth time.

Tamil as medium of instruction in
the primary schools, Tamil archanas
in temples and finally the “kunkumam”
controversy hogged the headlines
briefly in the local Press before being
forgotten altogether in a matter of we-
eks if not days. An examination of the
issues involved and the way Karuna-
nidhi handled it all would give some
insight into the way the Dravidian
movement has been evolving in the
state.

First on having Tamil as the me-
dium of instruction in primary schools.

Nothing could be more disgrace-
ful to a movement founded avowedly
to promote the interests of the Tamil
society, read the non-Brahmin castes,
than to have to hum and haw for over
three decades - the time the Dravidian
parties have been in power - to take a
tentative step forward in making Tamil
a medium of instruction in primary
schools, that is those with classes up
to the fifth.

But there were roars of approval
when the Government issued a direc-
tive to the effect that nursery schools
must compulsorily teach at least three
subjects like the Social Studies and
the Mathematics in Tamil, otherwise
thev would be de-recognised.

(Most of the primary schools do
not anyway receive any governmen-
tal grants and so de-recognition wo-
uld not amount to much for them. That
still the nursery schools’ associations
strongly protested the “authoritar-
jan” measure is a different story.) The
order also said that in schools run by
the linguistic minorities (like those
whose mother-tongue is Telugu) sho-
uld teach Tamil as a third language
upto the Eighth Standard. Some news
agencies misinterpreted the order to
mean that Tamil was being made com-
pulsory right upto eighth standard in
all schools which would then mean
students who opt for a language other
than Tamil as the second language,
like Hindi or French, would be affected.

The upper class wards belong to
the latter category, and so there was
a furore.

And even the foreign media, es-
pecially the BBC, got excited appar-
ently because they were under the im-
pression that the Christian schools
would be affected.

As usual some uninformed Tamil
crusaders started lauding Karunan-
idhi for his commitment, “This is an
assertion of our cultural identity, bet-
ter late than never,” and so on.

The fruth was out in a day. The
elite would not be touched. Only three
subjects in classes up to fifth in Tamil
and nothing more, though some sops
to such schools which teach all sub-
jects through the Tamil medium.

When this correspondent talked
to a top Government official, he con-
ceded that even making Tamil com-
pulsory upto the eighth standard in
schools run by the linguistic minori-
ties was a project not completely thou-
ght out. Doing so would mean the stu-
dents of those schools would be lear-
ning three languages, that flies in the
face of the cherished two-language
policy of the Dravidian parties, Tamil
and English.

“We are wondering whether we
could suggest teaching Tamil after
class hours and we can appoint Tamil
teachers for the purpose,” he said.
Such is the commitment of the DMK

government. The matter is rarely dis-
cussed in public fora these days.

No DMK or AIADMK governme-
nt ever took any effort to popularise
Tamil medium courses, rather they did
not care to ensure that those who gra-
duate out of such courses faced no
difficulty in getting jobs.

“If only some way had been found
to ensure that the Tamil medium gra-
duates were properly equipped and
also that they got some preference in
the job market, Tamil medium would
not have been at a discount as it is
now,” it has been pointed out.

There was a tentative effort by the
DMK regime as soon as it came to
power in 1967 to introduce Tamil as
compulsory medium of instruction in
certain courses in the colleges, but
that only sparked off furious student
protests - nevitable in the absence
of job guarantees - and the govern-
ment backed down. After that no one
heard of that ever again.

When the sons and daughters of
all the DMK and AIADMK VIPs make
it to English medium schools, some
of them even studying Hindi, what
kind of credibility they would have
among the people at large?

The much-vaunted two-language
formula giving, as it does, the pride
of place to English, has itself enor-
mously damaged the prospects of Ta-
mil’s emergence as the pre-eminent
language of the state. But no intro-
spection has been done on this score
thus far.

And then the Archanas. The self-
proclaimed Tamil enthusiast and Min-
ister for Tamil development, appropri-
ately named Thamizhkudimagan, one
day announced that provision would
be made for performing archanas in
Tamil in temples for those who desire
to do so.

Ha, how dare you, This is the thin
end of the wedge. How could you in-
terfere with the cherished customs
and traditions of Hinduism, why
should the Government poke its nose
into religious affairs, would it try and
tell the Muslims to conduct prayers
in Tamil, screamed the conservative
sections, the maverick Cho Rama-
samy leading the charge.

The other side rallied behind the
government. Pazha Nedumaran, the
anointed champion of the Tiger cause,
conducted an opinion poll among
those turning up at the Madurai
Meenakshi Amman temple and de-
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clared that an overwhelming majority
of the worshippers preferred Tamil
archanas and not the Sanskrit ones.
Again the issue was hotly debated
for a few days and some harsh words
were exchanged.

But no one would take note of the
fact that hardly a few of the devotees
ever demanded Tamil archanas. Why
should they care anyway? For those
seeking solace from religion what mat-
ters is that God should be coaxed into
granting the boons they are looking
for and not the language in which the
prayers are offered.

And such has been the impact of
the Dravidian movement on the vast
non-Brahmin masses that they still
hold Sanskrit in some awe, as some
divine language. Even the Brahmin-
priest-free-self-respect marriages are
few and far between.

And pray when did the Dravidian
movement undertake any systematic
campaign to motivate the believers to
ask for Tamil archanas apart from their
platform rhetoric and Brahmin-bash-
ing? No surprise then this contro-
versy too petered out quickly.

The last one was the kunkumam
controversy. While presiding over

the marriage of a brother of one of his
cabinet ministers, K. Ponmudi who is
also a close associate of his son Sta-
lin, the Chief Minister made some
scathing comments on the practice of
sporting kunkumam on one’s fore-
head and exhorted his cadres to hark
back to the cherished rationalist prin-
ciples of the Dravidian movement.

While predictably the BJP took a
strong exception to his comments
and termed them anti-Hindu, one of
his erstwhile proteges, MDMK leader
Vai.Ko, accused him of doublestand-
ards and hypocrisy on the matter and
a section of the Tamil press lam-
pooned him for his inconsistencies.

In fact Dinamani, a Tamil newspa-
per, generally sympathetic to him,
splashed a large photograph wherein
his wife Dayalu Ammal, herself wear-
ing kunkumam, is seen putting on a
tilak on the forehead of the bridegr-
oom, while standing by the side of
her rationalist husband - that scene
straight from the very marriage whe-
rein Karunanidhi had made his clarion
call.

He later wondered what the fuss
was all about. All that he had done
was to draw the attention of his youth

wing to the rationalist principles.

“I am not legislating against the
practice. I’m only calling upon my fol-
lowers to shed irrational habits.
What’s wrong with that, why should
anyone get worked up about i1t?” he
wanted to know.

When asked about his own wife’s
sporting a large red dot on her fore-
head, he went on the backfoot and
said, “Let the womenfolk persist with
whatever they are doing. It’s dificult
to see why the men also should seek
to emulate them on that score. I’ve
always felt saddened that the Dra-
vidian ideology is becoming progres-
sively diluted and hence I expressed
my concern there,” he said.

When it was pointed out to him
that one of the senior party leaders,
the Speaker of the state Assembly
himself, P.T.R Palanivel Rajan, was al-
ways seen with sacred ash and
kunkumam on his forehead, he could
only say weakly, “Well many who
believe in god are in our party, I can’t
deny. Rajan 1s one of them, I can’t
say anything more on that.” The
Speaker is a deeply religious man and
he makes no bones about it. He dares even
call on the Kanchi Kamakoti Shankar-

COME AND JOIN THE BHAVAN’S CLASSES
AND ACTIVITIES IN 1999

The Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan runs 22 Courses
in Music, Dance, Languages and Yoga

including:

MUSIC: Karnatic and Hindustani Vocal with Harmonium, Bengali Music, Flute, Sitar, Tabla, Vina,

Mridangam and Violin
DANCE: Bharatanatyam and Kathak

Certificate Courses in: Kamatic Music Theory, and Art and Archaeology of The Indian Sub-Continent
LANGUAGES: Hindi, Gujarati, Tamil, Bengali, Malayalam and Sanskrit
YOGA: lyengar and Hatha Yoga, Meditation and Pranayam
DRAMA CLASSES in major Indian Languages

CLASS ADMISSIONS MAY BE CONSIDERED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

The Bhavan is the largest Institute in the UK for Indian Arts and Culture
Apart from educational courses, many fine performances and exhibitions are presented
ALSO. .. visit the Bhavan’s Bookshop for CDs, books etc.
For more details, ring/write to: The Bhavan Centre, 4a Castletown Road, West Kensington,
LONDON W14 8HQ. Telephone 0171 381 3086/4608 Fax: 0171 381 8758

OUTREACH CLASSES IN INDIAN DANCE, MUSIC AND LANGUAGES:
These take place, 5pm - 8pm on Mondays in Alperton Community School
Stanley Avenue, off Ealing Road, Wembley HAO 4JE
Ring/Write to the Bhavan for details




15 FEBRUARY 1999

TAMIL TIMES 29

acharya in public. His father P.T.Rajan, a
veteran leader of the Justice Party during
the colonial days and a leading of the light
of the anti-Brahmin movement, was a
trustee of the Madurai Meenakshi tem-
ple, and the Speaker still basks in the shine
of that reflected glory -- none in the
DMK, not even Karunanidhi, cares to
tread on his toes on the issue of his reli-
gious beliefs.

Palanivel Rajan was rewarded with
the Speakership because he stood by
Karunanidhi when another senior leader
from Madurai threw his weight behind
Vai Ko when he revolted against the in-
creasing prominence given to Karunaidhi’s
son Stalin. These days the leadership in-
deed finds it difficult to reconcile itself to
nis ways, though it would not go public
»n the matter.

Ironically the Chief Minister chose
o keep quiet on the dig taken by Vaiko
over his yellow shawl. “If you’re really
against any kind of superstitious prac-
tice, how is that you don’t say anything
when your own family members take to
religion and frequent temples and you
yourselves would not shed your yellow
shawl?” he wanted to know.

There is indeed some mystery about
the yellow shawl found constantly
around his neck. Though the Dravidian
leaders do sport some shawl or other,
carlier Karunanidhi used to wear shawls
of different colours, but inexplicably he
has been sticking to yellow for sometime
now. Some have even claimed that the yel-
low shawl was gifted by a dubious god-
man called Kalki - yellow is the favourite
colourof his cult. Since he stormed back
to power in 1996 and he was also appar-
ently cured of some neck-ailment after he
started wearing the yellow shawl,
Karunanidhi would not give it a go-by, it
has been speculated. To this day he has
not satisifcatorily explained why he is
sticking to yellow.

As it happens he turned the spotlight
on the rationalist issue at a time when a

section of the press went to town on the
ostentation attending on the minister’s
brother’s marriage.

“We have always been very simple
folk. The enthusiasm of the cadres who
take the marriage as their family function
should not be misconstrued to mean os-
tentation, we don’t spend crores of ru-
pees on marria-ges...” he said in a dig at
Jayalalitha and then went on to dwell on
the kunkumam issue. Perhaps it was a
calculated diversionary tactic. He regret-
ted he had spotted someone of his work-
ers wearing kunkumam. “When I sent
word through one of us asking him why
he was bleeding, the man wiped it away,
but then the DMKmen should not do
something only to please me They should
deeply school themselves in the found-
ing principles of the Dravidian move-
ment,” he had exhorted.

It may be recalled here that way back
in 1990 too when he was the Chief Min-
ister he called upon his followers to get
back to the roots while addressing a DMK
state convention. But subseuqently the
Dravidar Kazhagam, the mother of all
Dravidian parties, went berserk, assault-
ing Brhamins in some areas in Thanjavur
district, cutting their sacred threads, hack-
ing at their tufts and so on. There was a
furore and Jayalalitha then riding on the
crest of her popularity strongly criticised
him. An embarrassed Karunanidhi cried
halt to the campaign post-haste.

He could be geneuinely committed to
ratignalist principles barring the myste-
rious yellow shawl business, certainly
much more so than Jayalalitha who non-
chalantly flaunts her beliefs, but he has
been very inconsistent in championing
them, taking them up when it suits him
and conveniently forgetting them when it
does not.

The apologists always bemoan that
Karunanidhi should be daunted at the
slightest sign of protest from scheming
Brahmins, scared as he is of their media
clout. And there are those who contend it

was the orthodoxy combined with the
powers at the national level, still in the
hands of the upper castes, which had
browbeaten a genuine movement of the
people like the Dravidian into submis-
sion. -

What kind he or she is who retreats
with alacrity whenever confronted by
opposition, they would not explain. And
what kind of a movement could give birth
to an outfit like the AIADMK or a leader
like Jayalalitha who is a standing rebuke
to every canon of the Dravidian princi-
ples, but who had the audacity to call
herself the latest stage in the evolution of
the Dravidian movement?

What happens to the movement when
the General Secretary of the very party
founded by Periyar turns into a courtier
in Jaya’s durbar?

But then the larger issue is what in-
deed Periyar EVR himself, the holy cow
for the Dravidian ideologues, was doing
when he saw right before his eyes his own
cadres turning their back on the rational-
ist principles. He had seen Karunanidhi’s
depradations in his first stint, still he
would not utter a word over the way his
protege was feathering his own nest.

At one level those who remained with
the DK started wavering on the rational-
ist principles - as some used to jibe that
roadside Ganesh temples started mush-
rooming after he started breaking Ganesh
idols. At another the intermediate castes
which rose to power thought nothing of
trampling upon the Dalits.

During all that time, all that Periyar
would do was rave and rant and not take
up any campaign cither to cleanse his own
organisation or crusade for integrity in
public life. Apparently for him the end
of the Brahmin hegemony was the con-
summation devoutly wished and nothing
much remained after the consummation.
No wonder the Tamil society presum-
ably led by the Dravidian parties contin-
ues to flounder with no light at the end of
the tunnel. ]
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CLASSIFIED ADS

First 20 words £10. each word 60p charge
Box No. £3. (Vat 17 1/2% extra). Prepayment essen

The Advertisement Manager,
amil Times Ltd., PO Box 121,
Sutton, Surrey SM1.3TD::
Phone: 0181-644 0972 FAX: 0181-241

MATRIMONIAL

Sri Lankan parents estab-
lished in UK seek profession-
al partner for their UK qualified
graduate daughter, British citi-
zen, employed, 35, religion no
bar, confidentiality assured.
Please write with details. M
1079 c/o Tamil Times.

Tamil Hindu Aunty in UK
seeks educated bride for car-
ing responsible nephew, 31,
52" British citizen, accountant
(ACCA) in permanent employ-
ment, Mars seventh house.
Reply with horoscope and
details. M 1080 c/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Catholic parents with
good family background
seek groom for daughter, 34,
accountant, British citizen.
Please send details. M 1081
c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Catholic parents seek
partner with good family back-
ground for daughter, 27, CIMA
finalist. Send details. M 1082
c/o Tamil Times.

Friend seeks groom for attrac-
tive, Catholic administrative
officer in London, 39. Send
details. M 1083 c/o Tamil
Times.

Sister seeks professional
bride for handsome, Ph.D.,
engineer, 33, 5'11", non-smok-
er in excellent employment in
London. Please send details.
M 1084 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Tamil brother in UK
seeks partner for sister, 24,
working in bank in Sri Lanka,
Mars seventh house. Send
horoscope, details. M 1085 c/o
Tamil Times.

Uncle (London) seeks profes-
sional Christian groom for
niece, 29, father Colombo doc-
tor. M 1086 c/o Tamil Times.

Sri Lankan Christian Tamil
parents seek groom for
youngest daughter, 27, GCE
(A Level), working in Emirates
Airline office, UAE. Send
details. M 1087, c/o Tamil

Times.

Sri Lankan Tamil parents
seek bride for son, 29, 59"
pharmaceutical executive
working in Canada. Send
details, horoscope. M 1088 c/o
Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents in UK
seek professionally qualified
bride below 25 for son, 28,
Ph.D., (Chemistry) in employ-

ment. Send  horoscope,
details. M 1089 c/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
partner for son, 39, educated
and settled in US, MBA, CPA,
in excellent employment. Send
details. M 1090 c/o Tamil
Times.

WEDDING BELLS

We congratulate the following
couples on their recent wed-
ding.

Dr. Partheepan son of Mr. &
Mrs. Narendran of 110 Deans
Lane, Edgware, Middx., HA8
9NR and Dr. Nirodhini daugh-
ter of Dr. & Mrs. Muruganan-
than of Moorlands, North
Drive, Sandfield Park, Liver-
pool L12 1LD on 31st January
1999 at Brent Town Hall,
Wembley, Midadx.

Kiritharakopalan son of Mr. &
Mrs. Periyathamby of 1 Jeffer-
son, 83/85 Sudbury Avenue,
Wembley, Middx., HAO 3AW
and Subathira daughter of the
late Mr. S.D. Balarajah and
Mrs. P. Balarajah of 21 Haydon
Park Road, Wimbledon, Lon-
don SW19 8JQ on 7th Febru-
ary 1999 at South Borough
School Hall, Surbiton, Surrey.

Vasanthan son of Mr. & Mrs.
Mahesavelu of 17 Fredrica
Road, Colombo 6 and Pathma
daughter of Mr. E.
Thillainayagam and the late
Mrs. Thillainayagam of 16 3/9
Amarasekera Mawatha,
Colombo 5 on 12th February
1999 at Hotel Sapphire,
Colombo 6.

OBITUARIES

Mrs Kamalamalar Ariyarat-
nam, retired teacher, Jaffna
Central College; beloved wife
of Mr. J.S. Ariyaratnam, retired
teacher, Jaffna Central Col-
lege and later Principal, Kana-
garatnam MMV, Jaffna, loving
mother of Dr. Jeyakumar Ari-
yaratnam (Canterbury), Dr.
Rajkumar Ariyaratnam
(Boiton) and Mr. Shanthikumar
Ariyaratnam (Hong Kong);
beloved sister of late Dr. Arul-
rajah Arulampalam (Cannock),
Mrs. Rasamalar Vivekanan-
than (ltaly), Dr. Thangarajah

_Arulampalam (Mansfield) and

Mrs. Thirumalar Selvasingham
(Malaysia) passed away on
19th December 1998 in Can-
terbury, Kent. Funeral service
took place on Thursday, 24th
December at St. George’s
Baptist Church, Canterbury
followed by burial at Canter-
bury cemetery. - Contact
Address: Dr. J. Ariyaratnam, 9
Ealham Close, Canterbury,
Kent CT4 7BW. Tel: 01227
454206.

S

Justice Satchi Ponnambai-
am, Retired Judge of the
Supreme Court of Belize,
beloved husband of Vasanthi;

father of Sumathi, Jamuna and
Menaka; father-in-law of David
Courtney and Jules Vascuesz;
loving grand father of Patrick,
Alexander, Priya and Sahar;
brother of the late P. Anan-
dakumar and Mrs. S. Sivasub-
ramaniam of Chundikuli; broth-
er-in-law of late Nirmala,
Leela, S. Balaratnam, Colom-
bo and Dan Muthuveloe UK;
son-in-law of the late Gemma
Sittampalam passed away
peacefully following a pro-
longed illness on 31st January
1999. Funeral took place
according to Hindu rites in
Belize. - 24 New Town Bar-
racks, Belize City, Belize, Cen-
tral America.

&

Regina Rajanayagam,
beloved wife of P. Rajanaygam
(Senior Solicitor of Bexley

Mrs.

Council and Editor, Tamil
Times), daughter of the late
Mr. and Mrs. Savari (Mannar);
sister of Cecilia Lawrence
(Mannar), Rathnam (Tamil-
nadu), Jesuthasan (Sri Lanka),
Anton James (Paris) and
Prince (Tamilnadu); sister-in-
law of Dr. Arasaratnam (Hemel
Hempstead), Mrs. Parames
Selvaratnam, Nadarajah (both
of Colombo), the late Shanmu-
ganathan and Mrs. Mahes
Sivayoganathan (Colombo)
and aunty of Sharmini and
Anthony (London) passed
away peacefully after a brief ill-
ness. Regina was laid to rest
on 18.2.99 at Hither Green
Cemetery, London SE6 after a
Requiem Mass at St. John
Fisher Church, Bexley, Kent.

Mr. Rajanayagam and mem-
bers of his family wish to thank
all friends and relatives who
attended the funeral, sent
messages of sympathy and
floral tributes, made donations

Continued on page 31
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Continued from page 30

to the Haematology Research
Fund of the Queen Mary’s
Hospital Trust and assisted
them in various ways during
the period of great SOITOW. - 13
Arbuthnot Lane, Bexley, Kent
DA5 1EH. Tel: 01322 550191.

Mrs. Panumathy Nallaina-
han, beloved wife of the late
Supiramaniam Nallainathan,

retired Udayar of Urumpirai,

Jaffna; beloved mother of
Kumareswary, Chandradevi,
late Mallihadevi, late
Sathyamoorthy, Vallinayagi,
Meenambigai (all of Sri
Lanka), Kurumoorthy, Sothy-
mathy, Sarveswaramoorthy
(all of UK), Kumarachandran,
Sakunthaladevi (both of Cana-
da) and Kanagambigai (Aus-
tralia); ~ mother-in-law of
Vaithialingam, Rajadurai, Pan-
dithavarathan,  Sivasitham-

Mr. Chelliah Nadarajah (Bro-
ker), formerly of 42nd Lane,
Colombo 6, beloved husband
of Pathmavathy; loving father
of Malathi (Madras), Sivaku-
maran and Vasuki (both of
UK); grandfather of Dharani &
Gopikrishna (Madras);
Thanusha, Nimalan & Renuka;
Saravana & Krishna (all of
UK); great grandfather of
Shurthi (Madras); father-in-law
of late Yogarajah, Rajeswari
and Dr. Rajan Namasivayam;
brother of the late Saraswathy,
Thilakawathy,  Ariyaratnam,
Manonmani,  Thiyagarajah,
Kanagaratnam, Sabaratnam,
Pathmanathan, Kumara-
singam, Paramanathan and
Vadivambikai (UK) passed
away peacefully on 18th Feb-
ruary 1999 on his 91st birthday
and was cremated on 20th
February.

Sugunawathy; loving father of
lynkaran, Dental Surgeon
Birmingham;  Dr. Vidya,
Newham Hospital, London E6
and Dr. Myuran, Mayday Hos-
pital, Croydon; son of the late
Candiah and late Nallapiliai of
Earlalai South; son-in-law of
the late Ponniah and
Rasammah of Alaveddy;
brother of Sivasothy, late Siva-
pathasundaram, Shanmu-
ganathan (all of UK), Balasub-
ramaniam,  Vairavanathan,
Sockalingam, Thirunavukkara-
su (all of Canada), Sivananda-
sothy, Sivananthan, Gnana-
sothy and Gnaneswaran (all of
UK); brother-in-law of Chinni-
ah (UK), Kamalambikai (Sri

Lanka), late Navamany, Pakia-
sothy, Soundararani, Sridevi,
Kaladevi (all of Canada),
Ragunathan, Swarna, Chan-
drapala, Malini (all of UK}, Sar-
avanapavan, Punithawathy
(both of Sri Lanka} and Thila-
gawathy (South Africa) passed
away peacefully on 11th Feb-
ruary 1999 and was cremated
on 18th February.

The members of the family
thank all friends and relatives
who attended the funeral, sent
messages of sympathy and
floral tributes and assisted
them in several ways during
the period of great sorrow. - 65
Revell Road, Kingston, Surrey
KT1 3SL. Tel: 0181 942 2013.

Our Aiyah
Mr. K.P. Thambusamy
Born: 26.01.1915

Rest: 18.11.1998

OBITUARY cum IN MEMORIAM

Our Amma
Mrs. Sellamah Thambusamy
Born: 19.09.1917

Rest: 24.05.1996

Kathirasar Ponniah Thambusamy (K.P.T.), Proprietor, The
Cheapside - Jaffna, Point Pedro, Kilinochchi, and Colombo of ‘Sel-
lagri’, 105 Manipay Road, Vannarponnai, Jaffna; beloved husband
of late Sellamah; loving father of Balasubramaniam (Madras), Siva-

The members of the family
thank all friends and relatives
who attended the funeral, sent

param, Somanathan (all of Sri
Lanka), Susila, Ruban, Ambi-
ga (all of UK), Ariaratnam,

Parankirinathan (both of Cana-
da) passed away peacefully
and was cremated at Kanatte
on 30.01.99 from 18/1 Edmon-
ton Road, Colombo 6. She
also leaves behind 30 grand
children and 25 great-grand
children.

The members of the family
thank all friends and relatives
who attended the funeral, sent
messages of sympathy and
assisted in various ways dur-
ing the period of bereavement.
- 96 Inglehurst Gardens, Red-
bridge, liford, Essex. Tel: 0181
551 2620.

Revision Classes for
G.C.E. & ‘A’ Level
June ‘99
by qualified private school
teacher Specialised in
Chemistry. For details
contact: Mrs. N. Latha

Tel: 0181 578 6201 in
Greenford.

messages of sympathy and
floral tributes and assisted
them in several ways during
the period of bereavement. -
104A Carshalton Park Road,
Carshalton Beeches, Surrey
SM5 3SG.

Mr. C. Vinayagamoorthy,
Retired Senior Civil Engineer,
Ealing Council; Chairman, Sri
Rajarajeswari Amman Temple
Trust: Permanent Trustee, Bri-
tannia Hindu (Siva) Temple
Trust; beloved husband of

Sritharan (Maidstone Hospital,

Logi (Kingston University, UK),
London), Ganan (Eton College,
Sangeethan (UK) passed away

messages of sympathy and supp
SOrrow.

Love and Remembrance
Last for ever

subramaniam, Sivanathan, Ganeshalingam, Ravintharan (all of
Colombo), Sarojinidevi (Doha), Kamaladevi (Canada), Vimaladevi
and Sakunthaladevi (both of UK); father-in-law of Vamadevan
(Engineer, Doha), Kathirkamathamby (Engineer, Canada), Dr.

(Madras), Pathmini, Rohini, Ranee and Nalayini (all of Colombo);
loving grandfather of Thayabaran (Accountant, UK), Vithyabaran
(Engineer, Sri Lanka), Sarveswaran (Madras), Srikumar (Colombo
University), Balambikai (Madras), Prabaharan (South Bank Univer-
sity UK), Siva Periya, Siva Ramya, Mayuran (al of Colombo), Dr.
Inthumathy Surendran (USA), Krishnakumar (Computer Analyst,
USA), Jeyatharshan, Arulrajah, Kartheepan, Janaky (all of Colom-
bo), Krishanthy (Medical College, Canada), Senthuran (Canada),

funeral took place from his daughter’s residence 14 Castle Lane,
Colombo 4, Sri Lanka on 29th November.
We thank all relatives and friends who attended the funeral, sent

In foving memory of Mrs. Sellamah Thambusamy on the Third
Anniversary of her passing away on 24th May 1996.

Sadly missed and fondly remembered by all.
- Dr. Sritharan and Mrs. Vimala Sritharan (daughter), ‘Shree
Rangam’, 203 Willington Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 8EE.

UK), Dr. Mahesan (UK), Gowri

Kaji (St. Marys Medical College,
UK), Jenarthanan (Colombo) and
peacefully on 28.11.98 and the

orted us during the period of great
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IN MEMORIAM

In loving memory of Mr.
Chelliah Sivasampu on the
seventh anniversary of his
passing away on 9th March
1992.

Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by his two sons.

in loving memory of Mr. S.
Sithamparappillai (Ponniah
Master) of Alaveddy, Sri

Lanka, retired  Principal,
Arunodhaya College on the
sixth anniversary of his pass-
ing away on 5th February
1993.
Aiyah.

We thank the almighty for
you, whose love, devotion and
sacrifice were endless,
unselfish and  enduring.
Unseen, unheard but always
remembered by your childen

Thilakavathy, Mangayat-
karasy, Mangaleswary,
Selvaranee and

Umapathysivarn, sons-in-law
Kandiah and Sabaratnam,

daughter-in-law Suchitra;
grand children Usha,
Varathan, Nalini, Nanthini,

Seyone, Kugan, Umaipalan,
Uma, Kalaimagal, Thirumagal,
Mythily,  Tharan, Mohan,
Yohan, Poorany, Ragulan
Ponnaiah; great grand children
Bhairavi, Rudran, Abhirami,
Luxmmi  Sellam, Ahimsa,
Sebastien and Cynthuja.

Appreciation on page 33.

Sixth Death Anniversary

in loving memory of Mr.
Chittampalam Subramaniam
(Orator) on the fifth anniver-
sary of his passing away on
18th February 1994.

Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by his wife, chil-
dren, son-in-law, daughters-in-
law, sister, nephews and grand
children.

Vallipuram Sellathamby
(Attorney-at-Law, J.P., UM.,
Point Pedro)

Years may pass but your
memory

Shall remain fresh
hearts.
Remembered with love and
affection on the third anniver-
sary of your passing away on
21st February 1996, by your
wife, children, son-in-law,
daughter-in-law and grand
children. - 50 Wiltshire Road,
Thornton Heath, Surrey CR7
7QN.

in our

In  loving
Thayapary Rasaendiran on

memory  of

With much love from us all.
Utaiwan, - Monti, Manee,

and their Families.

Second Death Anniversary

18.1.35-4.2.97

In Remembrance of Mohandas Kanthyah Samuel
We are thankful for the happiness you brought

To our lives and miss you very much.

You will always have a place in our hearts

Rasamanie, Brothers Indran and Peter, Sister Chandra

Mike and Allan. Mother

the first anniversary of her
passing away on 3rd February
1998.

Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by her husband
Rasaendiran and daughter
Rajini. - 34 Grangeway

Gardens, Redbridge, liford,
Essex 1G4 5HN.

Mrs Sivagamasoundaram

First Death Anniversary

In loving memory of Mrs.
Sivagamasoundaram
Pararajasingham who
passed away on 5th February
1998.

A devoted wife and a dearest
mother.

Deeply missed and affection-
ately remembered by your
ever loving husband, children
and families, nephews and
nieces. - 27 Mayford, Howard
Road, Surbiton, Surrey KT5
8SB.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

March 1 to 14 London’s
Leading Restaurant Red Fort
at 77 Dean Street, London
W1V 5HA presents Coastal
Cuisine along with a Cultural
Festival of Mohiniattam by
Radhr Marar, Vocal & Veena
Music by G. Elangovan and
Mridangam by  Chanda
Shekar. Tel: 071 437 2115.,
Mar. 1 Full Moon; Masi
Maham.
Mar. 4
Casimir.
Mar. 6 South London Tamil
Welfare Group (SLTWG) Drop
In. Tel: 0181 542 3285.

Mar. 8 Feast of St. John of
God.

Mar. 8 Feast of St. Francis.
Mar. 13 Eekathasi; SLTWG
Women’s Group meet. Tel:
0181 542 3285.

Mar. 17 Amavasai; Feast of
St. Patrick.

Mar. 18 Feast of St. Cyril.
Mar. 19 Feast of St. Joseph.
Mar. 20 Sathurthi; SLTWG
Drop In. Tel: 0181 542 3285.
Mar. 21 Karthigai.

Mar. 22 Shashti.

Mar. 23 Feast of St. Turibus.
Mar. 25 Sri Rama Navami;
Feast of the Annunciation of
Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Mar. 27 Eekathasi; 11am
Colombuthurai  Sri Yoga
Swamigal Abhishekam & Guru
Poojah at Shree Ganapathy
Temple, 123 Effra Road,

Continued on page 33

Festival of St
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Continued from page 32 by the presentation of Australia Day Miss Daisy Salvaranee
London SW19. All welcome. Awards and the Citizenship Ceremony for Rasiah - A Tribute

Mar. 28 4.30pm Kokuvil Hindu College
O.S.A. (UK) presents Variety
Entertainment of Vocal Music, Dance &
Light Music in support of Handy
Perinbanayagam Memorial Fund at Acton
Town Hall, Main Street, Acton, London
Wa3. Tel: 0181 680 8578/204 2567/01293
881181.

Mar. 29 Pirathosam.

Mar. 30 Pankuni Uththiram.

Mar. 31 Full Moon.

At Bhavan Centre, 4A Castletown

Road, London W14 9HG. Tel: 0181 381
3086/4068.

Mar. 13 7.00pm Shankara Asian Arts pre-
sents Bharatanatyam by Dr. Srindhi
Chidambaram. Tel: 0171 610 1575/402
2033.

Mar.21 2.00pm Talk by Prof. B.M.
Hedge. All welcome.

Mar. 27 6.30pm  Bhavan's  Benefit
Performance. Kathak by Gauri Tripathi.
Mar. 28 6.00pm  Bhavan’s  Benefit
Performance. Bharatanatyam by Sangeeta
Banerjee.

AUSTRALIAN NEWSLETTER

The Tamil Senior Citizens Association
of Sydney won an award for good practice
among Senior Citizens’ Clubs and Centres,
for forming community networks, establish-
ing a diverse programme of activities and
providing a supportive welfare role for the
wider Tamil community. The award was
presented at an Awards Ceremony at the
Sydney Town Hall by the Chairperson of
the Ethnic Communities Council and was
accepted by Col Ramanathan, President of
the Senior Citizens’ Association.

The association celebrated the Thai
Pongal festival on January 16th at
Homebush Primary School Hall. The pro-
gramme included Bharatha Natyam
dances by students of Mrs. Karthiga
Ganeshan, a veena recital by Mrs.
Varalakshmy Sritharan, a percussion
recital by students of Mr. Lagudas, a vocal
recital by Mrs. Chandrakala llango and the
singing of old favourite songs by the PA.
Jegendran Group. The evening ended with
the serving of refreshments.

Australia Day, the national day of
Australia is celebrated every year on
January 26th. There were grand celebra-
tions in Sydney, with open air concerts in
the city and glorious fireworks that lit up the
Sydney Harbour Bridge and the Sydney
Opera House.

Many Sri Lankan Tamils participated in
the Australia Day celebrations, organised
by the Strathfield Rotary Club, at the
Strathfield Park, where Mr. Laurel O’Toole,
the Mayor of Strathfield, welcomed the
large crowd. Proceedings began with the
singing of the National Anthem - Advance
Australia Fair, followed by community
singing and the Australia Day Address by
Mrs. Margaret Whitlam, wife of the former
Prime Minister. Her address was followed

many migrants who had become citizens
of Australia. The formal proceedings ended
with a prayer for the nation.

Mr. S. Sithamparapillai -
Indelible Footprints of a

Great Teacher

Alaveddy Mixed English School from hum-
ble beginnings gradually gathered momen-
tum and during subsequent years mani-

. fested itself as ‘Arunodhaya College’. The

speedy and spectacular development of an
ordinary school to a full fledged college
was entirely due to the untiring efforts and
dedicated service of Mr. Sithamparapillai,
more dearly called ‘Ponniah Master’, who
was a teacher for several years and later
crowned his career as the Principal. One
can never dare to think of Arunodhaya
College without him. He was the architect
of this institution and all name and fame
and the reputation that Arunodhaya
College enjoys have to be attributed to
Ponniah Master's endeavour. Those who
have had the privilege of being his stu-
dents, will definitely feel the impact of his
influence on their lives.

He was a strict disciplinarian and a stern
task master. There is no area of knowledge
that his intellect could not penetrate. Be it
Chemistry, Physics, Algebra, Geometry,
Geography, History, Tamil, English,
Christianity or Hinduism, whatever the sub-
ject, he was knowledgeable. Unlike the
present unenviable state of relationship
between teacher and student, in his case it
was one of reverence and respect, disci-
pline and dedication. It was our prayer that
our teacher bade us to carry out an errand,
however trifling, like going to the post office
to buy stamps or wheeling his bicycle up to
the entrance. These accomplished, it was
a dream come tiue.

He was hard and harsh on us, very
reserved and showed no smiles but stern
frown - only in the class room - but inter-
woven was an intangible and invisible
thread of love and affection, an altruistic
dedication towards the development and
well-being of his students - only visible to
those who could discern them.

‘English Literature’ a subject unheard of
in Sri Lanka at present was one in which
Ponniah Master derived most delight.
Beau Geste, Oliver Twist, A Tale of Two
Cities, Thirty Nine Steps, Daffodils, The
Deserted Village, Morte D'Arthur and many
more were the literary waters in which
Ponniah Master immersed us - with our
willing consent. The very atmosphere of
the story or the poem was evident in the
classroom. We were left spell-bound. It
was an exhilarating experience. Such was
his method of teaching.

‘He was a veteran and a victor in life’s
race. He has left behind indelible footprints
on the sands of time.’

K. Selvadurai,
A. Sandrasegaram.

Miss Rasiah as | have respectfully
addressed her, was one of my beloved
teachers in my teens. She endeared herself
at Vembadi by her simplicity and her very
quiet but pleasant ways - an almost perma-
nent impish smile on her face is what |
recall! She achieved her goals very effec-
tively by a purposeful sincerity that was very
forceful. The work done - never raised her
voice or chided the students.

Her response to our erring ways was just a
correction, often with a customary smile.
The most, the worst of us could elicit from
her by our teenage mischief was a struggle
within to control herself. What frustration
she had to bear, we were too immature to
realise then. Anything amused her as much
and she would burst out with uncontroliable
laughter and then struggle to collect herself.
To us, she was guiltless and loveable and
we revered her, our mathematics teacher.

As a friend she was genuine and caring.
Her friendship was understanding and with-
out censure. She cared for people as peo-
ple. It was not in her nature to judge anyone.
Even though she was rather limited in mov-
ing around, more towards the end, one was
amazed at the amount of data she pos-
sessed about each and everyone who was
within her circle of friends. This probably
was also her way of gathering experience of
life and Miss Rasiah interestingly enough
was often able to give out solid advice, that
too in her usual unassuming quiet way. One
could easily sense that she belonged to a
very close knit family and a remarkable
atmosphere at that to have been nurtured in
to have resulted in such a nature in her.

Il health, misfortune were all taken in her
stride and tackled calmly with composure as
far as | could see - an example to the
younger generation of her family who have
been close to her all their life. Even the situ-
ation in our country was only something she
was interested in, for analysis and action in
a responsible way, when action was called
for. Gratitude, for what God had allowed for
her, was her response to the whole situa-
tion. She felt strongly for people who had
less, and she did whatever was in her power
to do, to help or assist where pcssible.

She loved her family very much. She was
interested in the welfare of each niece and
nephew much so that listening to her, one
felt close to them oneself even though one
has not met them. She was very proud of
them all. Great will be their loss now at this
earthly parting. But her memory and what
she was in life will surely be a continuous
source of inspiration to them and all her
friends too.

Therefore it is only right and our bounden
duty to thank God at every remembrance of
her, and be very grateful for this lovely gift
that God has bestowed on us. Birth, life and
death are but events in God's creation. Love
is what makes life a gift, in turn to be used
for the extension of love.

Thy kingdom come! Thy will be done!

Dr. (Mrs.) Thiagawathy Agnew.
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Motor & Home

Insurance

Ali Classes of Insurance Transacted
At Very Competitive Rates
Young Drivers Specialists

Special Rates for
Ladies/Mature Drivers
Building @ Fire Liability @
Shop/Office @ Health Insurance @
Instalment Terms Available
Computerised Quotes

J. Kulendran

Beddington Insurance Services
(Wimbledon) Limited
157 Hartfield Road, Wimbledon,
London SW19 3TJ.

Tel: 0181 543 5181 Fax: 0181 543 0728

We Excel in The Personal Service
We Provide

Excellent Property
for Sale

Well Situated and Sought After
Freehold Property - Shop and
Residential Quarters, Haydons Road,
Wimbledon
facing Ganapathy Temple - For Sale.

Please Contact:
0181 542 5140/543 3318 (UK)

N jthan & Chelva_l

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR HAPPINESS

We offer you Prompt and Proper Service in all
Legal Matters. Legal Aid Work also undertaken.

Partners: K. Chelva-Nayagam LLB, T. Sri Pathma Nathan,
{Former Advocate of Sri Lanka)

169 Tooting High Street, London SW17 0SY
Tel: 0181-672 1800 Fax: 0181-672 0105
-

FOR YOUR
CONVENIENCE
Personal effects |

collected
after 5.00pm
& weekends

ANowns, pRAEDHWIT CFmal.

1B 6T
QL iyQamemerGoustorig wWauTe

Harry Mahendran
Asoka Fernando

* GambyseE Jftusd H@hs 2 rerg Came. (16 Slamuss) * GCzullsnsot
Quiiy safled sl W erafleorser sefliu’L GUTmsTSHT susmiy. * ST, HIID
20 91p , 40 9jig (PP OUTS S arré@aa@és@ aflGaL sl Lemin. Sk ilsiremy 2 nuGH)
WD, Wik ST fUMESESST, 2 LiGTmTRIST. % Fevsney wikHiyih, @eafli srgerd Qui g
Gumstty ef_ GIILTsusnesT LAGTETT 2 LIS Temis Ehs@E auflailns .

9 BIS6T GUImETEEHAE® BORMaWIT LsimD afpibLd apsis) Hile alGaliig susHaer aaﬂmuu@ﬂwmm

® 2 ausermailu afurer Gurd) Coameis@ eThigGmar Er{HhigsT. @

: 0181-889 81
FAX: 0181-889 26764

TRANSGONTINENTAL

SHIPPING & AIR CARGO TO COLOMBO - MADRAS
BOMBAY - KUALA LUMPUR - TORONTO - MONTREAL

@aninsude SULD CUTEGAIEE ST AILIBISEDHS . FROM

k.
DOOR TO DOOR
COURIER SERVICE T0
COLOMBO & MADRAS
(DOCUMENTS ONLY) -
§ FROM £20

OAir & Seacargo
World-wide destmatlons
© Collecting UK wide
© Goods supplied
for export VAT free
© 20’ Containers-£1000
© Motor cars - £600

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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VISIT US NOW
FOR LATEST
- "22CT. GOLD
JEWELLERIES

5 he Frirst & Pest Jamil Yeweller “In

C,E))ndon
k)

WIDE RANGE
~ OF STOCKS
ALWAYS
AVAILABLE

Thali Kodi, Necklace Jimmikkies,
sets, Pathakkams, Panchayuthams,
Various types Chains, Bangles
of Ear Studs Etc. Etc...
WE ARE AT YOUR SERVICE WE PERFORM
SEVEN DAYS A WEEK THALI POOJA AS WELL

: 250 UPPER TOOTING ROAD, TOOTING, LONDON SW17 7EW
TEL: 0181-767 3445, FAX: 0181-767 3753 :
Web: http://www.luxmi.com/western

SKY WINGS LTD

TRAVEL AGENTS ~ /
BRINGS YOU A GRAND NEW YEAR OFFER

" AIRLANKA ...

from 1st January to 23rd March 1999
& WEEKLY NON-STOP FLIGHTS 1O & FROM COLOMBO
(EVERY DAY EXCEPT FRIDAY, FLYING TIME LONDON - COLOMBO
APPROX.10 1/2 HOURS & COLOMBO - LONDON 11°1/2 HOURS

AT ONLY £395 RETURN

UPROYAL JORDANIAN
TO COLOMBO TKICE WEEKLY

£365 RETURN

TICKETING
(Special rates in many Colombo Hotels)
119 Tooting High street, London SW17 0SY

Tel: 0181-672 9111(6 Lines)
=

Internet: Hitp://skywings.co.uk ‘

\ o
o]

INSTANT

24 HR.

obile: 0850 876 921, Fax: 0181672 095]

e-mail: bala@skywings.co.uk
i M
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK




(@ Unaccompanied baggage
@ Personal effects
@ Household goods

@ Vehicles, Machinery etc.
To Colombo and other
World-wide destinations

- COLOMBO - 3\

fortnightly shipments go by sea
to our most modern bonded
warehouse, built
for your convenience
LAKSIRISEVA,
66 NEW NUGE ROAD, PELIYAGODA
v Tel: 575576 )

wAIN AGENT Fox

\\\\\
N\ ’
e, ¥

VA

74393

The most trusted and reliable name in the trade

GLEN CARRIERS Ltd.

14 Allied Way, off Warple Way, Acton, London W3 ORQ
Tel: 0181- 740 8379, 0181-749 0595 Fax: 0181-740 4229

APPLE AIR

MAIN AGENT for COLOMBO
on

QATAR ﬂﬂ”//

@ ROVAL JORDAMIAN & o sp: 4. 240

TEL: 0181- 563 0364

FAX:0181-748 4912
E-mail:appleair@appleair.btinternet.com
Weh Site:www.btinternct.com/~appleair-appleair

BULGARIAN £ 298 + TAX
KUWAIT £ 385 + TAX
GULF £ 396 + TAX
EMIRATES £ATS + TAX
QATAR £370 + TAX
AIRLANKA £ 400 + TAX
BA ON REQUEST
JORDANIAMN £ 375+ TAX

MAIN AGENTS FOR
BALKAN, QATAR & BA \!ATR

338 ‘A’ KING STREET
LONDON W6 ORR

Travel Insurance plus Hotel Reservations

BRITISH ATRWAYS

N

AIR LNKA 7

Fares also available on

GULF AIR, EMIRATES,
QATAR AIRWAYS
ROYAL JORDANIAN,
KUWAIT AIRWAYS

For All Type of Insurance
ARM Associates |

Home Contents & Building Insurance Specialist

32 Abbots Lane, Kenley, Surrey
Tel: 0181-763 2221 Fax: 0181-763 2220

Home, Motor, Business Insurance

P. SRINIVASAN

Life Insurance & Pensions Specialist
For a Free comparison quote on
Term Assurance, please contact:

WY 0181-763 2221 Ban

Regulated by Personal Investment Authority
for Investment Business only.

e i LA

.........

hitp:'www.p-srinivasan-arm.co.uk

»
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