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MASS ARRESTS INCOLOMBO CONDEMNED

There has been widespread con-
demnation of intensified and indis-
criminate mass arrests of persons be-
longing to the island’s Tamil commu-
nity, running into several thousands,
in Sri Lanka’s capital, Colombo, and
its suburbs during the last week of
March. Though most of them have
been released within days of them
being taken into custody following
so-called investigation, the sheer
scale and sustained nature of the ex-
ercise is unprecedented. Human rights
organisations and Tamil Members of
Parliament have condemned these
arrests as arbitrary, discriminatory,
unwarranted and unjustified.

At least 5,000 Tamils were arrested
during the last week of March in mas-
sive round-ups by security forces in
the capital amidst uproar that the se-
curity forces were punishing the en-
tire Tamil community to cover up for
their inability to apprehend and pre-
vent the real culprits who engage in
violent bomb attacks allegedly by
LTTE suicide squads.

As the arrests continued, the gov-
ernment stepped in to stem the grow-
ing tide of criticism against the injus-
tice to the Tamil community as a whole
at the alter of security and the island’s
Attorney General issued strict in-
structions on 2 April to security forces
to end the mass arrests with immedi-
ate effect which came has a huge re-
lief to a beleaguered people.

However, by the time that order
was given, much of the damage had
already been done as more than 5,000
Tamils were picked up at random from
residential areas, hotels and lodges.

“It’s safer to live in army control-
led Jaffna than democratic Colombo,
because here, it seems as if it is a crime
just to have a Tamil name,” said a sen-
ior Tamil journalist.

Around 2,000 Tamils living in the
suburb of Wattale were shoved into
police vehicles in the first of the

searches last week. Next, government
forces targeted the suburbs of Dehi-
wela and Mount Lavinia, taking back
with them nearly 1,500 people.

In yet another round-up, at least
1,500 Tamils living in transit lodges in
Pettah, in the heart of the capital, were
herded to the nearest police station
for interrogation. As most of those
who stay in these lodges are Tamil
youth who have recently arrived from
north-east Lanka, they are looked
upon with greater suspicion than
older residents.

In most instances of these crack-
downs the arrested had to suffer long
waits in inclement conditions.

In addition what has deeply con-
cerned and perturbed many has been
over the manner in which Hindu tem-
ples are subjected by the Defence
forces through search operations and
Hindu priests being arrested without
any consideration for their religious
position. The recent arrest and deten-
tion at the Maradana police station
of the Chief Priest of the Captain’s
Garden Hindu Temple in Colombo
along with his family and the similar
arrest and detention of the Chief Priest
of the Hindu temple at Slave Island
Temple are being cited as cases in
point.

The service personnel were also
being accused of being disrespectful
enough not to heed to the request
made by the Chief Priest to remove
their shoes, when they entered the
sacred sanctity of Captain’s Gardens
Temple. Even though the Chief Priest
pointed out to army personnel that
this law was normally followed even
by the President visiting the temple,
army officials chose to ignore it arro-
gantly. Instances of these kind are
being cited as examples of the differ-
ence between precept and practice in
the context of the government’s oft
repeated assertion that all religions
practised in the country should be
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treated equally since Sri Lanka is a
multi-religious country.

“The mass arrests and detentions
and indiscriminate and arbitrary treat-
ment of Tamils within the city of Co-
lombo has caused unprecedented
anger and pain of mind,” Neelan
Thiruchelvam, Member of Parliament
of the Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF), said in parliament recently.

“It has been estimated that within
the last few days there were about
5,000 lawful residents of the city who
were rounded up...and detained de-
spite their production of valid docu-
ments to authenticate their legitimate
presence within the city,” he said dur-
ing a monthly debate on extending
emergency regulations.

The TULF also has made an offi-
cial complaint to the Human Rights
Commission of Sri Lanka against the
mass arrests. “We made our submis-
sions to the Commission and they
have agreed to take certain measures
after they finish deliberations,”
Thiruchelvam told the press.

Police sources sought to justify
the recent wave of cordon search and
arrest operations as being necessi-
tated by recent suicide bomb attacks
in Colombo and other areas allegedly
by the LTTE, and receipt of informa-
tion by them of the penetration into
the capital city by several suicide
squads allegedly belong to the LTTE.

“We understand the security con-
cerns but there is absolutely no need
for thousands of people to be taken
to police stations for questioning and
detention there.” Thiruchelvam
added.

“Emergency rule compromises the
rule of law, but we are alarmed and
disturbed that even the minimum safe-
guards contained in the law are being
violated with impunity,” Thiruchelvam
said.

“We have received innumerable
complaints of cruel. callous and in-
sensitive treatment of persons of all
age groups, including women,” he
said.

The TULF has demanded a debate
in the Parliament on arbitrary arrest
and harassment of Tamils under the
guise of security and if it is not
granted, they threatened to bring a
no-confidence motion against State
Minister of Defence Anuruddha
Ratwatte. Furthermore they also de-
cided unanimously at Yesterday’s
Central Committee meeting that, the

LTTE’s contribution is absolutely vi-
tal for the settlement of the Ethnic cri-
sis.

Signals for Talks ?

There has been a flurry of specu-
lation following recent press state-
ments by the United National Party
(UNP) leader that he and the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka had received sig-
nals from the LTTE that it was pre-
pared to commence talks.

The government of Sri Lanka says
that neither it has made any moves
nor has it received any ‘signals’ from
the LTTE that it was prepared to com-
mence talks. In fact the LTTE spokes-
men in their most recent reported
statement have said that the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka would only end its
war and engage in talks only after the
LTTE had achieved parity of strength
on the military front. The LTTE also
insists on foreign mediation, but the
government has ruled out any role for
such mediation.

However, the UNF leader, Ranil
Wickremasinghe, told reporters on 26
March that the Tamil Tigers might be
willing to enter into negotiations.
“There have been various signals and
indications that they (the Tamil Ti-
gers) won’t be averse to talks. What
their strategy is I don’t know,” Wickre-
masinghe said.

“The signal has also gone to the
government,” he said. “I have also
received some signal. But it is no
longer a matter for me to decide.
That’s the matter for the government
to decide,” Wickremasinghe said with-
out elaborating on from whom and as
to what kind of signals he himself had
received.

Denying knowledge of any moves
by the LTTE to initiate negotiations,
Justice and Constitutional Affairs
Minister Gamini Peiris told reporters,
“Signal is a very vague word. As far
as I know there has been nothing.”

Despite signals the LTTE was
ready to talk, Wickremasinghe said
fighting in the northern Wanni region
for a highway connecting from the
government-held Vavuniya town
through Kilinochchi further north to
the Jaffna peninsula was likely to in-
tensify. “LTTE is fighting every inch.
The losses are very high. I don’t think
the Sri Lanka army has taken such
losses in any other one single opera-
tion,” he added. Wickremasinghe

pointed out the army had been
bogged down for nearly a year in its
attempt to capture the highway. Re-
ferring to the military operation
Jayasikuru (Sure Victory) which be-
gan 13 May last year, he said “One
year is very long in modern warfare.”

Wickeremasinghe, who does not
normally fail to pontificate on all other
matters as to what the government
should do, said it was for the ruling
People’s Alliance government to de-
cide whether it wanted to continue
fighting or lift a ban on the LTTE and
talk to them. He himself did not ex-
press any view as to whether the gov-
ernment should stop fighting with
LTTE, lift its proscription and negoti-
ate with its leaders. The government
officially outlawed the LTTE in Janu-
ary last after blaming the group for a
blast at Sri Lanka’s holiest Buddhist
shrine in the central town of Kandy
which killed 16 people.

Wickeremasinghe said the govern-
ment had lost a golden opportunity
to create a consensus with the UNP
over how to bring the war to an end.
“We agreed to a bi-partisan arrange-
ment. I think the government could
have built on it. There was goodwill
which no government has had from
the opposition earlier,” he said.

The UNP leader’s expression of
his desire to build a bi-partisan con-
sensus and put the blame on the gov-
ernment for the failure to reach such
a consensus is viewed with cynicism
by discerning political commentators
in Colombo particularly after the
UNP’s outright rejection of the gov-
ernment’s devolution proposals. Hav-
ing frustrated the efforts of the gov-
ernment to reach a consensus in the
Parliamentary Select Committee for
nearly three years, the UNP has come
up late in the day with counter-pro-
posals which are regarded as a dimi-
nution of even the devolution of
powers currently provided under the
13th amendment to the Constitution.
With such proposals, how the UNP
leader hopes to entice the LTTE to
give up fighting and reach a political
solution to the ethnic conflict is some-
thing beyond comprehension, a com-
mentator said.

In the meantime, the LTTE has in-
dicated that it would be prepared to
engage in talks with the government
with third party mediation. The
“Uthayan” newspaper published
from northern Jaffna reported that
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some prominent LTTE figures Tamil
Chelvam, Vithuran, Sutha and inctud-
ing Anton Balasingham, who had
been the primary spokesman for the
LTTE for a number of years, had con-
veyed the LTTE’s position to the Ro-
man Catholic Bishop of Jaffna, Tho-
mas Savundaranayagam, who was on
a pastoral visit to the LTTE control-
led areas in the northern Wanni re-
gion during the first week this month.
The Bishop had emphasised on the
dire necessity to end the war and bring
about peace. The LTTE’s political
wing leaders had told the Bishop that
the government was utilising its so-
called devolution package to weaken
the struggle for Tamil independence
and pointed out that in any event
there was no consensus between the
government and opposition parties
with regard to a political settlement.
The government’s military aims agai-
nst the LTTE were failing, they had
told the Bishop.

What is also apparent from this
newspaper report is that Anton Bala-
singham has again re-emerged in pub-
lic as spokesman for the LTTE follow-
ing months of persistent reports that
either he had been sidelined and put
under house arrest by the LTTE leader
or that he was incapacitated by seri-
ous illness.

“Foreign Intervention”

The United States Ambassador to
the United Nations, Bill Richardon, ac-
companied by Assistant Secretary of
State for South Asian Affairs, Karl
Inderfurth, is to visit Colombo on 18
April, as part of his trip to other South
Asian countries to review prepara-
tions for the forthcoming visit of
President Clinton to the region.
Richardson, the senior most U.S. of-
ficial to visit Sri Lanka since a 1972
visit by the then Secretary of State
William Rogers. The previous U.S.
Secretary of State to visit Sri Lanka
was John Foster Dulles, who went
there in 1956 and visited his grand-
mother’s grave in northern Jaffna
town.

Richardson is to have wide-rang-
ing talks with the government and is
also expected to meet leaders of op-
position parties, including Tamil par-
ties, and address a news conference
in Colombo.

Also to visit Colombo in the near
future is the British Deputy Secretary

of State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs, Derrick Fachette. He
is said to be interested in reviving the
bi-partisan approach between the
government and the opposition UNP
which was previously promoted by
his predecessor Liam Fox.

The visits of Richardson and
Fachette to Colombo would appear to
driven certain sections of the Colo-
mbo media into a state of paranoia
about alleged “foreign intervention”
in the internal affairs of Sri Lanka by
trying to force the government to en-
ter into a cease-fire and negotiations
with the LTTE. These sections of the
press are normally anti-government
and against the government’s devo-
lution proposals and also for the un-
interrupted continuation of the war
without any sort of negotiations.

Without giving a thought to the
thousands who are being killed in this
war, the “Devaina” (8 April 1998) edi-
torially said, “The Tigers are rapidly
losing their military might in the North
and their last major base Mankulam
is also under siege. So they will natu-
rally jump for an opportunity to earn
some respite to regroup themselves
again. It seems they are getting this
opportunity thanks to some foreign
intervention in the form of US Am-
bassador to the UN, Bill Richardson,
British Deputy Secretary on Common-
wealth Affairs, Derrick Fachette, and
US Deputy Secretary of State Karl
Inderfurth, The purpose of their visit
to Sri Lanka is to start peace talks be-
tween the government and the LTTE.
These mediators are of the opinion
that a cease-fire should be declared
before any peace talks and this is pre-
cisely what the LTTE needs now. It is
said that the LTTE has also been
asked by them to recognise the po-
litical package presented by the gov-
ernment. We all know that if the LTTE
ever does that, it is not because of
any attraction to the package, but it
is because they need the cease-fire
so badly. So many times the Tigers
had unilaterally violated cease-fires
after achieving their objective to
regroup and consolidate themselves,
and no soothsayer is necessary to
predict the same outcome this time as
well. Even our defence chiefs, who
had to bear the brunt of such idiotic
actions in the past, are strongly
against a cease-fire. .... What has
these foreigners got to intervene in
our affairs ?”

UNP’s Internal Problems

The United National Party (UNP),
Sri Lanka’s main opposition party, has
ended its month-long boycott of par-
liament amidst quite a number of in-
ternal problems. The UNP had laun-
ched the boycott on March 3 to pro-
test what it said was an erosion of
democratic values in the country.

As the UNP returns to Parliament,
the issue of one of its high-ranking
and influential Member of Parliament
of the party, the former Minister,
Wijeyapala Mendis, is continuing to
haunt the party and its leadership. It
is causing grave problems of credit-
ability for the party's campaign
against alleged corruption by ruling
party politicians.

The former Minister has been
found guilty by a Special Commission
of benefiting from fraudulent land
transactions while the UNP was in
power, and the Commission has rec-
ommended that his civic rights be de-
prived. A motion is presently before
parliament to implement that recom-
mendation which, if passed, would
mean that he would be expelled from
parliament, cease to be an MP and
lose his civic rights for a period of
seven years.

The UNP leadership would like
Mendis to resign his seat voluntarily
before the motion is taken up for de-
bate in the parliament, but he has re-
fused to do so. Some sections of the
party which are thoroughly embar-
rassed by Mendis’s refusal to resign
are accusing the leadership of soft-
peddling the issue because of the
power that Mendis wields in the party
and outside. It is not insignificant that
despite the findings of guilt by the
Special Commission, Mendis contin-
ues to remain the Chief National Or-
ganiser of the UNP.

As for Mendis himself, he recently
told his supporters in his Katana con-
stituency that he would definitely not
resign from the Parliament since he
had not committed any crime to ne-
cessitate it and insisted that UNP
leader Ranil Wickramasinghe is also
aware of his position. Some in the UNP
doubt his claim of innocence when
Mendis himself has given in writing
to the Special Commission which did
the investigation an undertaking
agreeing to reverse the land deal of
which he was accused of thereby in-
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directly admitting his guilt.

It is also said that when Mendis
met his party leader, he had insisted
firmly that just because some mem-
bers of the Party and certain outsid-
ers wanted his resignation, he was not
willing to oblige and accept defeat so
easily and withdraw.

Mr. Mendis is also said to have
challenged the Party leadership to
convene a meeting of the UNP Parlia-
mentary Group and allow him to ex-
plain matters to them and take a vote
on his resignation. He has offered to
resign immediately if the majority
votes in favour of it. Those UNP MPs
who want him to resign are said to be
agreeable to give him a chance to ex-
plain his position at a UNP Parliamen-
tary group meeting, but this is said to
be very unlikely to take place as the
party leadership feels that such a con-
frontation will create a serious split in
the parliamentary group itself.

The Battle
of the “Opportunists”

In recent weeks the country wit-
nessed a rather unseemly quarrel be-
tween two leading figures in the UNP.
Ronnie De Mel and Anura Bandara-
naike have been engaged in a verbal
dual abusing each other in disparag-
ing terms. Both have accused each
other of opportunist and improper
conduct. As for opportunism, Ronnie
de Mel could any day beat Anura by
several lengths.

Anura crossed over to the UNP
from the SLFP founded by his father
who himself crossed over from the
UNP to lead his new party in the
1950s. Anura joining the UNP had
very little do with policy or politics.
Not that he loved the UNP more, but
because he loved his elder sister
Chandrika less who beat him to the
leadership of the SLFP and thereafter
became President.

As for Ronnie, he was in his earli-
est political incarnation a leading
member of Philip Gunawardene’s
Mahajana Exsath Peramuna, then he
joined the SLFP under the leadership
of Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike and
thereafter he joined the UNP to be-
come the longest serving Finance
Minister in President J R Jayawar-
dene. Subsequently he fell out with
Premadasa who was later to become
President and joined the SLFP. Then
he went into self-imposed exile for a

few years, mostly living in London.
Following the assassination of Presi-
dent Premadasa and Gamini Dissana-
yake, Ronnie returned to the UNP af-
ter Ranil Wickremasinghe became its
leader.

What provoked the slanging
match between the two remains a
mystery. It was Ronnie who went pub-
lic first with the accusation that
Anura and his family of Bandara-
naikes had engaged in fraudulent
transfer of hundreds of acres land in
contravention of the Land Reform
Law which was enacted by the SLFP
when it was in power claiming that he
had in his possession copies of deeds
of to prove his allegation. Proclaim-
ing that he and his family had freely
given their enormous wealth and land
to the state and other charitable
causes, Ronnie in a rather terse and
intemperate encounter with the Sun-
day Times correspondent, Roshan
Peiris, is reported to have said, “ The
trouble is that Anura thinks that we
are slaves like those in the SLFP, like
the Ilangaratnes and Maitripalas who
bowed their heads always.... I am a de
Mel and my type are not used to eat-
ing dankuda (crumbs) that fall from
the table.”

Anura hit back with accusations
of downright opportunism and dou-
ble-dealing against Ronnie and even
alleged that he was cosying up with
President Kumaratunga to cross over
to the PA and become a Minister in
her cabinet. It is true that there was a
time in the recent past that Ronnie
had met the President more than once
and offered his support for the gov-
ernment’s devolution proposals. In
fairness to him, it must be noted that
Ronnie strongly supported the Indo-
Sri Lanka Accord in 1987 along with
Gamini Dissanayake and stood with
President Jayawardene when the then
Prime Minister Premadasa and Lalith
Athulathmudali were trying their best
to scuttle it even after it was signed.
However, now that Ronnie had at-
tacked the Bandaranaike family as a
whole of impropriety and fraud and
gone to the extent of denigrating the
SLFP and its erstwhile leaders, any
hopes that he has of being inducted
into the Kumaratunga cabinet must
have evaporated.

It had been rumoured that Anura
was aiming to contest the forthcom-
ing Provincial Council elections aim-
ing to become the Chief Minister of

the Western Province which includes
the capital Colombo. It was from this
high profile position as Chief Minis-
ter that Chandrika had graduated po-
litically first to become Prime Minis-
ter and later President. It is said some
of those in the UNP leadership did
not want Anura to become Chief Min-
ister fearing that he become uncon-
trollable and even challenge the in-
cumbent for the UNP leadership.
Some see Ronnie’s outburst
against Anura as part of a campaign
to cut him and his ambitions to size,
and in this context Ranil Wickrema-
singhe’s relative silence as the verbal
dual between the two stalwarts of the
UNP escalated is seen as very sig-
nificant. In fact in an interview Anura
had with the Sinhala weekly, “Irida
Lankadeepa”, he indirectly criticised
the UNP leader by saying that his
clash with Ronnie De Mel got aggra-
vated to the level of a serious crisis
because of faults in the UNP party
leadership, adding that when Ronnie
made insulting statements about him,
no one in the party leadership ever
bothered to contradict them or set
matters straight. What is seen as more
significant is the UNP leader’s an-
nouncement that Karu Jayasuriya, the =
present Mayor of Colombo, would be
the party’s candidate for the Western
Provincial Council Chief Minister’s
post in the forthcoming election.
Another rumour that is in cur-
rency is that the post of Prime Minis-
ter may soon fall vacant due to the
advanced age of Mrs. S Bandaranaike
who is said to be very anxious that
the political split in the family should
be bridged, particularly between her
second daughter Chandrika and her
only son Anura both of whom have
engaged in unseemly and vitriolic per-
sonal attacks on each other in public.
It is said that the mother would like
Anura to rejoin the SLFP and see him
succeed as Prime Minister. While it is
considered that Chandrika will, tooth
and nail, fight against this move, the
UNP leadership may fear that this is a
likely scenario and therefore has al-
ready decided to sideline Anura.

On the Battlefront

The Sri Lankan government’s
longest military offensive, Jayasikuru,
against the Tamil Tigers entered its
twelfth month on 13 April without any
sign of securing the land route from
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Vavuniya to northern Jaffna which
was the initial objective of the opera-
tion when it was launched on 13 May
1997.

Since the thousands of Sri Lan-
kan troops backed by warplanes,
tanks and artillery have attempted to
wrest control of a northern highway
that cuts across the Wanni heartland
most which has been under the con-
trol of the Tamil Tigers.

The initial optimism in military and
government circles of a quick success
in subduing the Tigers and securing
the highway has vanished into thin
air amidst unprecedented casualties.
The Tigers while putting up heavy
resistance have also suffered tremen-
dous casualties. The operation has
turned into a protracted war of attri-
tion and some have dubbed it as the
battle for the highway of death.

Some government politicians have
comforted themselves by saying that
normally guerrilla wars don’t finish
on a fixed like a conventional war
which would end on a particular day
with the surrender of one party and
victory for the other. But the fact is
one is not talking about the end of
the war, but the battle for the high-
way that has dragged on for nearly a
year.

The problem for the military is that
it does not have enough men to de-
ploy in newly-taken areas. Though
there was a rush to join the army after
the successful operation in taking
over of Jaffna in late 1995, since then
there is hardly any one volunteering
to be recruited. In addition a high rate
of desertion has also added to the
military’s woes. Several amnesties in
the past have yielded little and the
number of deserters is estimated at
between 12,000-15,000, according to
military officials say.

While no one knows the numeri-
cal strength of the LTTE, according
to the army commander, the LTTE’s
strength had been reduced in recent
years from a probable high of about
15,000 fighters to some 6,000 cadres
adding that the Tigers still had
enough firepower to retain their abil-
ity to hit the security forces with mor-
tars and artillery at frequent intervals.

Though the State Minister of de-
fence goes often to the war front him-
self to boost the morale of soldiers,
and promised that the capture of
Mankulam would be completed and
the land route to Jaffna would be

opened before the Sinhala-Hindu New
year (14 April), the forces are still
stuck in the same place when the Min-
ister made the promise. One month
has elapsed since their attempt to
capture Mankulam which is just 7 kilo-
metres away.

It is said that the Defence chiefs
are baffled and confused by the sur-
vival ability of the Tigers and their
inability to open the land route even
after 11 months of fighting. When
Jaffna was captured, the Defence
forces boasted about how they had
broken the back bone of the Tigers.
What has been evident from the way
that the Tigers had resisted the ar-
my’s offensive during past several
months is that the backbone of the
Tigers is still intact.

Today in the Wanni, Mankulam
and Kilinochchi have become the
main battle centres. Meanwhile the
LTTE is also launching sporadic guer-
rilla attacks in the eastern province
where they have gained more terri-
tory and even penetrating into Jaffna
where they are engaged in hit and run
attacks on soldiers.

Operation Jay Sicker is not only
the longest single operation that the
military has so far undertaken. In
terms of casualties, weapons lost or
destroyed, and the money spent, it
has proved to be the most expensive.
It is learnt that the govt has been
spending RS. 1.4 million every day,
and up to now a total of Rs.4,320 mil-
lion has been spent to finance it in
addition to Rs. 1,000 million worth ar-
maments being either lost or de-
stroyed.

Religious Business

Ven. Madhuluwawe Sobhitha
thero of the Sinhala Commission fame
was seen running around in luxury
vehicles owned by a millionaire busi-
nessmen in the Polonnaruwa area
these days. He was not there to
spread the sacred word of Lord Bud-
dha, but to buy paddy from farmers,
as part of a business run by a certain
organisation known as the Sinhala
Weera Widhana Foundation(SWWF).
In competition with the government-
owned Paddy Marketing Board, the
venerable monk was offering to buy
paddy from farmers (only from
Sinhala-Buddhist farmers and not
others), who are harvesting their crop
these days, at a higher price than they

would otherwise get. There was of a
catch in the monk’s offer. To receive
the higher price, the farmers should
become members of SSWF which is
an extremist Sinhala-Buddhist outfit
in which the monk plays a leading role.

Rev. Sobitha who once defined a
true Buddhist monk as a person who
has given up all wealth and worldly
pleasures was certainly not acting in
terms of his own definition. The
paddy was being bought at Rs. 9.00 a
kilo from the farmers, later to be sold
to the CWE for Rs. 9.50 a kilo. This is
business without pleasure but with
profit indeed!

One must not be unduly unfair to
Sobitha. Profit was not his only mo-
tive. The SWWF has been in the fore-
front of the campaign against the
government’s devolution proposals
aimed at settling the ethnic conflict.
By offering a slightly higher price for
their paddy, provided the farmers be-
come members of the Foundation, the
intention of Sobitha and his associ-
ates is to rope in literally thousands
of farmers into their organisation with
a view to mobilising them into a pow-
erful political campaign against the
government.

Minister of Post, Telecommunica-
tion, Information and Media, Mangala
Samaraweera described the Sinhala
Commission report as charter for
treachery thereby incurring the wrath
of Sobitha and other highly placed
monks who demanded a public apol-
ogy from the Minister. Unless the
Minister grovelled and apologised,
Sobitha threatened to go round the
country visiting temples and break-
ing coconuts to invoke devine anger
against the Minister who continued
to remain unrepentant.

Minister Samaraweera at a recent
press conference said with reference
to Sobitha’s recent priestly business
venture stated: “In the Polonnaruwa
district, where a mix of Muslims and
Tamils live with Sinhalese, the com-
munal organisation “Sinhala Weera
Widhana Foundation” headed by
Ven. Maduluwawe Sobhitha thero, is
buying paddy only from Sinhalese
farmers. He is also given a Pajero Jeep
by two private sector organisations
for this purpose. These Buddhist
Bhikkus, who should only be con-
cerned about teaching the Buddhist
philosophy and practising the doc-
trine, have taken to such acts that
makes me ashamed of being a Bud-
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dhist”. One wonders whether Sobitha
is going to break more coconuts to
invoke devine wrath against the Min-
ister.

Priestly Objection

It seems Ven. Rambukwelle Sri
Wipassi thero, chief prelate of
Malwatte chapter, in response to a
government proposal to enlist for-
eign, including Indian, assistance in
the restoration of the Dalada Mali-
gawa, the temple of Buddha’s tooth
relic, has reportedly stated that he was
vehemently against using foreign as-
sistance and imported material to re-
construct the devastated Dalada Tem-
ple in Kandy. The chief prelate of
Asgiriya chapter Channananda Palip-
anne thero is also reported to have
expressed his dissatisfaction about
the government’s proposal.

The priestly objection has come
in the context of the government’s
proposal too seek Sri Lanka help from
India and Germany to restore the
Dalada Maligawa. It is said that the
entrance, outer wall, roof and some
other parts of the temple sustained
extensive damage due to the explo-
sion. According to the Commissioner
of the Archaeological Department, the
moonstone and other portions of im-
mense artistic, archaeological and
cultural value were also destroyed by
the explosion.

His department was doing all it
could to restore all sections de-
stroyed in the explosion. Photographs
of the damaged parts had been pre-
sented to Indian Director General of
Archaeology Professor Ravo for ad-
vice. Assistance had similarly been
sought from Germany.

When in actual fact what is all
about Dalada Maligawa is imported
and foreign, one cannot understand
the objection to the proposal to reno-
vate the damaged Temple with foreign
help. Prince Sidhartha, who later be-
came the Buddha and gave birth to
Buddhism, was certainly not a Sinha-
lese, not even a Sri Lankan. He was
an Indian. If what is reputedly located
in the sanctum sanctorum of the
Dalada Maligawa is reall his tooth,
then the relic itself must have been
imported from India where he died.
The tooth relic of the Buddha was
taken in the 16th century to Kandy
where in 1590 AD a two-storey tem-
ple was built by King Wimaladharma

Suriya I and later enlarged by King
Narendra Sinha. The Pattiruppuwa,
the distinctive gold and copper-
roofed octagonal structure from
which the Kings addressed their sub-
jects was added in the 19th century
by none other than an Indian who
assumed the Sinhalese name of Sri
Wickrema Rajasinghe when he as-
sumed the Kandyan throne. He was
betrayed by the Kandyan chiefs to
the British who arrested and deported
him back to his homeland, India.

BRIEFS

LTTE Press Reports
Ban Lifted

Following protests from journalist
organisations, the Sri Lankan govern-
ment has agreed to an amendment to
exclude journalists from being pros-
ecuted under a law banning contact
with the LTTE. Foreign Minister
Lakshman Kadirgamar said on 4 April,
“It is going to be amended. It will ex-
clude journalists getting faxes and talk-
ing to them( Tigers).”

In January, the government for-
mally outlawed Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) after blaming them
for a bomb attack at the Dalada Mali-
gawa, a Buddhist shrine in the hill
town of Kandy. The ban said any per-
son who communicated any “order,
decision or declaration or exhortation”
made by the LTTE, or on their behalf
would be liable to imprisonment for
between seven and 15 years.

The ban had raised fears among
journalists, who regularly receive
LTTE press statements from the LTTE’s
London offices and include them in
their reports, that they could be pros-
ecuted under the law. But Kadirgamar
said the notification was now being
amended to ensure that journalists
could continue to work freely.

The ban notification already ex-
cludes various organisations engaged
in humanitarian work in the war af-
fected areas.

CLARKE CLEARED
TO BE KNIGHTED
Science fiction writer Arthur C
Clarke said 8 April that he had been
assured he could be knighted at Buck-
ingham Palace, London, after he was
cleared of child abuse allegations.
“I am delighted,” he said from his

home in the Sri Lankan capital of Co-
lombo. “I hope to come over to Lon-
don later this year. This is the final
accolade.”

Sir Arthur, 80, said he had received
the news in a fax from his lawyers in
London, who had made telephone
contact with Palace officials.

The news came after Sri Lanka
police said they had found no evi-
dence to support allegations in a Brit-
ish newspaper that the author of 2001:
A Space Odyssey was a paedophile.

The strenuously-denied allega-
tions led him to postpone his investi-
ture ceremony, due to take place dur-
ing the visit to Sri Lanka by the Prince
of Wales in February, to avoid embar-
rassing the royal visitor.

“Having always had a particular
dislike for paedophiles, few charges
could be more revolting to me than to
be classed as one. However, as I have
already said, the allegations are
wholly denied,” Clarke said at the time
the newspaper report appeared.

The British-born writer, who has
lived in Sri Lanka since 1956, said: “My
lawyers said the Palace had confirmed
that as the investiture was postponed
at my request, it could go ahead at the
Palace. “T have to let them know when
I can come. I would come at any time,
but it depends on my health, which is
erratic at the moment.”

Of the allegation that he had paid
for sex with young boys, made in the
Sunday Mirror, London, days before
the Prince’s visit, he said: “It caused
me a lot of annoyance, though I was
never worried.”

Sri Lanka’s Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral of Police M S M Nizam, said that
they were “satisfied that he has not
violated any Sri Lankan laws or com-
mitted any crime”.

Human Rights

Subcommission

Two Sri Lankans have been
elected to a subcommission of the
Geneva-based U.N. Commission on
Human Rights for a four-year term.

Former Principal of the Ceylon Law
College and prominent lawyer R K W
Gunasekera was elected as a full mem-
ber of the Subcommission on Preven-
tion of Discrimination and Protection
of Minorities and well-known human
rights activist and university don, Dr
Deepika Udugama as an alternate
member.
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CHARLES ABEYSEKERA

ri Lanka has lost another of her

proud sons with the passing

away of Mr. Charles Abeysekera
on Friday, April 3, 1998. His demise at
the crucial time when his continued
contribution is so desperately needed
to help in pulling the country out of
the dangerous rut it has been pushed
into by opportunistic leaders is very
unfortunate. Given the alarming
trends in the decline in social values
and in the neglect of social justice and
human rights in Sri Lanka, it is fright-
ening to imagine what the future
holds for all Sri Lankans, when hu-
manitarians of the calibre of Charles
Abeysekera are no longer with us to
expose and condemn the injustices of
those wielding power.

Although Abeysekera is best
known to many Lankans for his dedi-
cated work as a committed defender
human and fundamental rights in Sri
Lanka, he also excelled as an efficient
and dedicated civil servant. As a pub-
lic servant, he served admirably un-
der various governments and even-
tually retired as the Chairman of the
Steel Corporation in 1977. He was
specially chosen by the then United
Front government to lead the corpo-
ration when it was experiencing mana-
gerial problems. Whatever task that
was assigned to him, he was known
for accomplishing it without confront-
ing anyone, working in harmony with
others as a humble officer carrying
out his assigned responsibilities. Al-
though his later work in non- govern-
mental organisations occasionally
compelled him to disagree with the
authorities in the State apparatus, he
was tactful but firm in dealing with
them. :

After his retirement from govern-
ment service, he organised the Social
Scientists’ Association (SSA) in
which many notable academics and
social scientists collaborated with him.
Its contribution during that time
helped to satisfy a much desired need
of academics and others interested in
studying the causes of the social
problems in Sri Lanka. The issues dis-
cussed at various meetings and semi-
nars organised by the SSA were help-
ful for understanding the real causes
of many social, economic and politi-

cal problems. It was during the course
of one of these seminars presided by
Abeysekera, at which the first writer
of this tribute presented a paper on
“The Financial, Social and Economic
Gaps in the Open Economy” and
came to know intimately the enlight-
ened thinking and the admirable quali-
ties of Abeysekera. This seminar took
place after the 1983 anti-Tamil riots,
Tamil opinion was strongly antago-
nistic towards all southern-based po-
litical parties to the extent of complete
loss of confidence in the system of
governance that permitted discrimi-
nation against the Tamils. He summed
up succinctly in one sentence the
mood and thinking of the Tamil com-
munity at that time : the cry for sepa-
ration was the spontaneous reaction
of the Tamils to the discriminatory
policies of the State that made them
feel insecure and vulnerable. The
words, tone and the manner in which
he articulated his view revealed his
sincere understanding of the reasons
for the anguish of the Tamils. He was
well suited for the appointment by the
present Government as Chairman of
the Official Languages Commission,
a post he held during the last few
years along with his other commit-
ments.

The selection of Mr. Abeysekera
as a member of the team to visit Jaffna
in April 1995 and talk with the LTTE
was also in recognition of his sympa-
thetic views on the grievances of the
Tamils. If not for broad-minded
Sinhalese leaders in the likes of Mr.
Charles Abeysekera, hardly anyone
among the minority communities
would have the confidence to believe
in the viability of a political solution
to crisis that faces Sri Lanka.

He was the President of the Move-
ment for Inter-Racial Justice and
Equality (MIRJE) at the time of his
death. He also played a leading role
in the Civil Rights Movement and
Human Rights Task Force. He was a
founder of the Asia Forum for Human
Rights, based in Bangkok. The trib-
ute paid by the world famous human
rights organisation, Amnesty Inter-
national to Mr. Abeysekera in their
condolence message conveyed to the
people all over the world is a testi-

mony of his dedicated work as a de-
fender of human rights over a long
period.

Amnesty international stated: “In
the year in which Amnesty Interna-
tional is celebrating the 50th anniver-
sary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, it is very sad to lose
this champion of human rights who
has dedicated so much of his life to
the promotion of human rights as in-
divisible and universal.

The Movement for Inter-Racial
Justice and Equality (MIRJE), became
one of the oldest and leading organi-
sations in Sri Lanka that consistently
worked for, as its name indicates, jus-
tice, equality and ethnic harmony that
inhabit the island. Functioning under
its founding President Fr. Paul
Caspersz during its first few years, the
document entitled “Ten Days of Ter-
ror” authored by a delegation of the
MIRIJE that visited Jaffna in the after-
math of the burning of the Jaffna Pub-
lic Library in May 1981 graphically
describes the widespread violence let
loose by a rampaging battalion of se-
curity service personnel. Abeysekera
later succeeded Fr. Caspersz as Presi-
dent and continued the work of MIRJE
with tireless and unwavering commit-
ment until his dying day. Whether in
the field of human rights or in his aca-
demic career as a social scientist, his
work was rooted in a passion for so-
cial justice. He was a sharp observer
of political developments in the coun-
try and his contributions to the de-
fence of human rights have been tre-
mendous. Many will mourn the death
of a great human being.”

. Abeysekera was also a ardent de-
fender of media freedom and freedom
of expression. His talent as a writer
became public knowledge after his re-
tirement. He was a leading art critic
and a writer on culture, human rights
and current affairs. Recognising the
sectarian bias and self-censorship
that characterised the national print
media in Sri Lanka which sought to
mould public opinion in the image of
its proprietors and editors, through
the MIRIJE, it was Abeysekera who
was primarily instrumental in launch-
ing of the Sinhala weekly journal
Yukthiya, the columns of which have
been used in campaign for negotiated
and just political solution to the eth-
nic crisis. Under his leadership,
MIRJE has also been funding the
publication of a Tamil weekly journal
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“Sarinihar”. He has also been the
founder co-editor with Jayadeva
Uyangoda of “Pravada” (Alternative
View), a scholarly journal concerned
with contemporary political, social,
economic and literary issues in Sri
Lanka. He has also contributed sev-
eral articles on civil rights and social
issues to other journals published in
Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka and its people have al-
ready benefited from the historic con-
tribution made by Abeysekera and in-
stitutions with which he was associ-
ated and this contribution has to be
judged in its historical context. _

The post-1956 period witnessed
the onward march of the ideology of
Sinhala-Buddhist chauvinism which
was seeking to impose its hegemonic
domination. Those were the days
when the Eksath Bikkhu Peramuna,
Baudha Jathika Balawegaya, the
Sinhala Bala Mandalaya, the K M P
Rajaratnes, the L. H Mettanandas, the
P de S Kularatnes, the N Q Diases,
the F R Jayasuriyas, and their ilk were
in a position of such uncontrollable
power and influence that they could
force the main political parties to
adopt the policies they demanded.
The forces these organisations and
individuals represented could make
and unmake governments. These
forces had assumed an autonomy of
their own outside the framework of
established political parties. The re-
sult was that the two major political
parties at that time discarded even
their pretence of being national par-
ties representing all the different eth-
nic communities inhabiting the coun-
try and adopted policies and practices
demanded by these forces which in
short wanted to convert Sri Lanka into
Sinhala-Buddhist theocratic state.

What was lamentable was that
even the left political parties, having
adopted the parliamentary road, could
not resist these reactionary forces
and gradually began to surrender
their previously adopted progressive
positions. This was the situation in
the 1960s and 1970s when Tamil mili-
tancy and separatism began to eme-
rge and the ethnic conflict began to
escalate. The political party estab-
lishment, whether of the right or left,
having become prisoners of the pow-
erful forces outside, did not have
even the space or capacity to debate
the fundamental causes of the emerg-
ing and escalating crisis.

It is in this context, beginning in
the mid-1970s, that the real debate
began to intellectually confront the
forces representing the Sinhala-Bud-
dhist chauvinist ideology outside the
political party establishment with the
formation of organisations like the
Civil Rights Movement, Social Scien-
tist Association, Centre for Society
and Religion, Movement for Inter-
Racial Justice and Equality, the Marga
Institute, the International Centre for
Ethnic Studies etc. These organisa-
tions, in which many intellectuals,
academics, social scientists, religious
personalities, trade unionists, human
rights activists and even members of
political parties in their individual ca-
pacity participated, became the epi-
centre of a concerted and unrelent-
ing campaign of ideological debate
confronting the forces of Sinhala-
Buddhist ideology. Production, pub-
lication and circulation of a countless
number of well researched and argued
books and papers deconstructing the
myths and mysticism of the imagined
concepts that characterised Sinhala-
Buddhist ideology, promoting the
concepts of multi-ethnicity and multi-
culturalism, and advocating a negoti-
ated political solution to the ethnic
conflict became the central task of
these organisations. With the same
aim, frequent public seminars, meet-
ings and debates were held in many
parts of the country.

If political parties like the UNP and
the SLFP, which previously had been
incapacitated to act independently
because they had become captives of
outside reactionary forces of Sinhala-
Buddhist chauvinism, in the late
1980s and now in the 1990s have be-
come reconciled with policies advo-
cating devolution of power and re-
gional autonomy, albeit of varying
kinds and degrees, that must surely
be to the credit of the historic contri-
bution made by persons like Abey-
sekera and others including organi-
sations with which they associated
to which reference has been made in
the previous paragraph. Apart from
some belonging to the lunatic fringe
of extremist sectarian organisations,
today in Sri Lanka there is no one
advocating that Sinhala should be the
only official language, that the plan-
tation Tamils should to deprived of
citizenship and voting rights, or that
the Provincial Council system set up
under the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord of

July 1987 should be abolished. In fact,
the current debate has shifted to a
different and a higher level - whether
there should be more powers that
should be devolved and greater au-
tonomy should be given to the re-
gions including the Tamil regions.
That even the Sinhala Commission,
in their recent report, accept the devo-
lution of powers under the 13th
Amendment to the Constitution
while opposing any further extension
as proposed under the present gov-
ernment’s proposals is indicative of
the shift in the level of debate.

Abeysekera will be missed im-
mensely by all who were close to him
and knew his efforts to protect the
rights of all the citizens of Sri Lanka.
He firmly believed in the equality of
all the people, regardless of ethnic,
religious, caste and class differences.
He was a father figure and a paragon
to many academics, old and young.
The institutions founded by him are
the legacy that he has left for the
present and future generations of
human rights defenders and research-
ers in social sciences.

The most fitting way to remember
him is to continue the work that he
started with great determination to
ensure social justice and equal rights
to all citizens and to safeguard these
principles as well as their fundamen-
tal rights as members of a free society
at all times. His efforts must not be
allowed to fail, although he is no
longer with us. The amiable, kindly,
unassuming, self-effacing, mild-man-
nered, and ever friendly Charlie, as
he has been fondly addressed by his
many friends, will be remembered for
a long time.

- Dr. S Narapalasingam

and P Rajanayagam

Al Tribute

“In the year in which Amnesty Inter-
national is celebrating the 50th anniversary
of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, it is very sad to lose this champion
of human rights who has dedicated so much
of his life to the promotion of human rights
as indivisible and universal.

“Both his role as the Chairman of the
Movement for Inter-Racial Justice and
Equality, one of the leading and oldest hu-
man rights organisations in Sri Lanka, and
his academic career were rooted in a passion
for social justice.

He was a sharp observer of political de-
velopments in the country and his contri-
butions to the defence of human rights have
been tremendous.
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_ THE CHALLENGES THAT FACE
THE SINHALR AND TAMIL COMMUNITIES

By Charles Abeysekera

olitical relations between the

Sinhala and Tamil ethnic groups

have been based upto now on
concepts of a majority and a minority.
And the concept of a majoritarian
democracy has been used to impose
on the minority a set of discrimina-
tory practices that denied them their
democratic rights. I do not wish to
dwell upon all these aspects but men-
tion should be made of the primacy
given to Buddhism and to Sinhala, the
religion and language of the majority
and to the process of State-aided colo-
nisation which had the effect of dilut-
ing the population in areas of Tamil
majority. These discriminatory prac-
tices continued despite Tamil pro-
tests which were peaceful and within
constitutional bounds; however, the
situation deteriorated, with pogroms
and riots in which the Tamils were the
victims, to the point where they were
forced to conclude that the Sri Lankan
State was no longer able or willing to
assure them security of life and prop-
erty. This in turn led to the demand
for a separate State and the resort to
arms to achieve that objective.

It is this kind of relationship which
the (devolution) proposals now seek
to replace with a new relationship
which rejects the notions of majori-
tarianism and puts in its place the idea
of equality between the ethnic gro-
ups. It recognises the collective rights
of the Tamil ethnic group by recogni-
sing their right to autonomy and self-
governance in the areas predomi-
nantly inhabited by them. It also cre-
ates the political mechanisms neces-
sary to ensure the exercise of these
rights. It is in this sense that I assert
that the proposals presented by the
government are a radical restructur-
ing of political relations between the
ethnic groups living in this country.

This change poses enormous
problems and challenges, albeit dif-
ferent in nature, before both the Sin-
hala and Tamil communities. Let me
take the Sinhala community first.

Most Sinhalese have always been

prepared to accept the Tamil as a citi-
zen and his right to enjoy all the privi-
leges and benefits of citizenship on a
basis of equality with Sinhalese citi-
zens. This is accepted as an individual
right. But it does not lead to the ac-
ceptance of rights that should be en-
joyed by them as a community with
an identity that is different from the
Sinhalese. There is thus a reluctance
to accept their language or their reli-
gion on a basis of equality. This leads
to very odd situations, for example,
the provisions of the current Consti-
tution that declare that Sinhala is the

Mr, Charles Abeysekera passed
.away on 3 April 1998. This ex-
tractis taken from an article he
wrote after the original draft devo-
lution proposals of the govern-

ment were announced. It was
published in the Christian
Worker, 2nd & 3rd Qrs. 1995
(October) under the title “A
Qualitative Change in Sri Lan-
ka’s Politics”.

official language and that Tamil is also
an official language. The reluctance
is greatest when it comes to accept-
ing the right of Tamils to self- gov-
ernance in their areas.

This position is articulated by
vocal Sinhala nationalists in the con-
cept that our society, contained within
the geographical boundaries of the
island, has always been and is even
now a Sinhala-Buddhist society and
that it is the duty of the State to pre-
serve that particular nature of our
society. They argue that the Sinhala-
Buddhist is tolerant of difference and
that non-Sinhala and non-Buddhist
persons can live within the confines
of that society as long as they do not-
hing to affect or harm its basic char-
acteristic. The demand for regional
autonomy or for a separate State is
seen as definitely altering the basic
character of this society. The slogan

that is now being advanced against
the proposals, that they would lead
to a “break-up of the country” derives
its political and emotional strength
from this attitude.

This concept also has a political
corollary. The essentially Sinhala-
Buddhist nature of the society can
only be maintained by a unitary State,
that is a State with a single legisla-
ture, a single executive and a single
judiciary. The often unspoken argu-
ment here is that such a State will al-
ways be controlled by the Sinhala-
Buddhist majority and will serve its
interests. The commitment to a uni-
tary State is often supported by his-
torical and emotional arguments, even
to a position of ludicrousness when
it is falsely asserted that Sri Lanka has
been a unitary State from the time of
Dutugemunu. But the reality of the
argument for a unitary State is based
on maintaining the dominance of
Sinhala-Buddhists over the Sri Lankan
polity.

This attitude is also politically
blind in that it ignores developments
over the past two centuries that have
totally altered the population compo-
sition, the economy, society and cul-
ture of our land. These developments
require a matching change in our po-
litical relationships and structures.
This is what the proposals seek to
achieve.

This then is the challenge before
the Sinhalese community. Is it mature
enough to realise the current realities,
both within and outside the bounda-
ries of the country, and to work to-
wards a political structure that ac-
cords with those realities? It has now
a chance to make these changes; if it
does not, then we may well be faced
with interminable war ending in
Bosnian type of situation.

Let me now turn to the challenges
facing the Tamil community. I traced
earlier in this note the route by which
disputes over political power grew to
the point of an armed insurgency and
the demand for a separate State. It is
unarguable that it was the coercive
power exerted by the Tamil armed
groups in the first instance and spe-
cifically by the LTTE over the last ten
years that moved the Sri Lankan State
to a position where it is ready to
change its very nature and to make a
public offer of an effective devolu-
tion of power. The question that can

(continued on next page)
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The Ethnic Conflict
and the Role of Journalists

Jehan Perera
Media Director, National Peace Council

he government’s decision to ex-
T clude journalists from the LTTE

ban will be welcomed by the
media, and also by all who believe in
the possibility of a negotiated end to
the war. While the Sri Lankan media
can be charged with not having lived
upto its full peacemaking potential,
sections of it comprise the most lib-
eral and perceptive elements of Sri
Lankan society.

The ability to see and report the
different points of view is absolutely
essential to the possibility of peace-
fully ending an increasingly desper-
ate situation.

Foreign Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar statement on the issue
implies that under the amended pro-
visions of the law, journalists would
have the right to actively seek out the
LTTE and talk to them. There can be
no peace in the country without talk-
ing to the LTTE. Journalists can pave
the way, which the government can
follow. Although not generally
thought about in this manner, jour-

nalists are really conflict specialists,
who spend much of their time de-
scribing and interpreting behaviors of
individuals and groups in conflict.

Journalists can be compared to
mediators in the following way. They
both begin by analysing the conflict.
They have to report the facts and get
the facts accurately, while putting
them into a context. Both journalists
and mediators should restrain their
inclination to take sides. They both
can provide a forum for debate and
exchange of views and give the par-
ties in conflict a chance to air their
views. They both can educate the
parties to the conflict by challenging
stereotypes and reframing issues.
They both can also engage in moni-
toring by reporting adherence to, or
breach of agreements.

Creative approaches by the broad-
cast and print media can assist the
audience in understanding the rea-
sons behind different perspectives
held by the groups involved, thus
helping the prospects for conflict

(Continued from page 11)

be asked now, the question that could
not have been asked before these
proposals, is: Is coercion still neces-
sary to realise their objectives or can
they be better obtained through other
means, specifically negotiations with
the government?

This question is very important
for the Tamil community. Political par-
ties and groups claiming to represent
the Tamils, with the sole exception of
the LTTE, have generally accepted
the proposals and are in negotiation
with the government over the details
of the proposals. The LTTE has vir-
tually rejected the proposals and the
path of negotiation.

I agree that there is a dilemma fac-
ing the Tamil community. What guar-
antee is there that these proposals will
be fully implemented if the coercive
power of the LTTE is either van-
quished or withdrawn? This is a doubt
that is fully justified when one takes
into consideration the past history of

agreements and pacts designed to
settle this problem. But the Tamils
must weigh these doubts against the
changed political conditions, the na-
ture of the present government and
even the credibility of the President.
They must then decide whether tak-
ing the risk of entering into negotia-
tions is more preferable than the un-
ending miseries of war.

The LTTE has often said that it is
prepared to consider a serious alter-
native to Eelam. It now has an alter-
native for discussion. It should there-
fore seriously consider whether ne-
gotiations are more likely to lead the
realisation of Tamil political aspira-
tions within a united Sri Lanka than
the further application of force. It
should take into account the fact that
attitudes may harden in the south and
lead to protracted war.

These then are the challenges fac-
ing both ethnic groups. And the fu-
ture of Sri Lanka will depend on the
maturity with which these challenges
are faced. ®

resolution. Unfortunately, the main-
stream media has been forced into an
unhelpful role in reporting the Sri
Lankan conflict. A part of the reason
for this has been the government’s
media policy over the past couple of
years that prevents journalists from
going over into the conflict zones and
reporting the situation at first hand.
At present in Sri Lanka the situation
is that all roads and means of trans-
port to the conflict zones are blocked
off by the armed forces who will not
let persons through unless they have
clearance. It is difficult for independ-
ent journalists to obtain that clear-
ance.

SUPERFICIAL COVERAGE

In recent months, more journalists
have gained access to the north-east.
But this is generally to areas in which
the government has established its
control, such as Jaffna. On the other
hand, journalists are only permitted
to go into the conflict zones, such as
the Wanni, in a group. They are sent
on whistle-stop visits for a few hours,
where they do not have the time to
really get to know what people are
thinking and what the situation really
is. What the media prints or broad-
casts as news from the front are gen-
erally handouts of the Sri Lankan de-
fence ministry. These will necessarily
give a one sided picture of the pre-
vailing situation.

It is ironic therefore that the aver-
age Sri Lankan television viewer is
able to see live coverage of wars in
other countries but not his or her own.
It appears that the Sri Lankan defence
authorities have learned the lesson
of media control from the US-led cen-
sorship of the Gulf War. The United
States learned from the Vietnam War
how an independent media could cata-
lyse opposition to war by highlight-
ing the human costs. In the Gulf War,
on the other hand, by carefully man-
aging the news, and obtaining the
concurrence of the major Western
media organisations in this strategy,
the US-led coalition was able to gen-
erate a very high level of public sup-
port for the war.

The same pattern can be dis-
cerned in Sri Lanka. Of course, there
are some major differences. The Gulf
War was over in a few days. So it was
relatively easy to keep the media un-
der control during that short period,

(continued on next page )
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and to feed the general population
with sunshine stories by focussing
on the hi-tech aspects of the war. But
in the case of the Sri Lankan conflict,
the war has been dragging on for over
15 years, and in the past two years it
has been steadily escalating with no
end in sight. It is therefore difficult
for the defence authorities to continue
to give sunshine stories, when the war
is never ending, and when the level
of army casualties is so high.

Besides, there is a counter-pro-
ductive aspect to the government’s
media policy. It weakens one of the
two prongs of the government’s strat-
egy with regard to its war against the
LTTE. The effective news control on
the war situation, and the human
costs of the war, may serve to safe-
guard the military prong of the gov-
ernment’s strategy. But it diminishes
the appeal of the government’s po-
litical reform prong. If people, for in-
stance, knew of the human costs of
the war, and the sufferings of the sol-
diers and civilians, and saw it in their
bedrooms while watching television,
they might be more inclined to accept
the government’s political package
meant to satisfy Tamil aspirations for
autonomy.

RESPONSIBLE JOURNALISM

The situation would be equally
bad if not worse in rebel controlled
territory, where information about de-
velopments in the outside world is
virtually non-existent. The people in
the Wanni, for instance, receive their
information almost totally from the
LTTE. It is not particularly surprising
that a group of activists from the
Wanni who visited Colombo believed
that it was not possible to organise
opposition to the war in the south.
They are unaware of the change in
the mood of the people in the south,
which has enabled peace organisa-
tions to get together large numbers
of people on a peace platform which
calls for an immediate end to the war,
and for unconditional negotiations
between the government and LTTE
with parity of dignity.

In Sri Lanka we are still far from
this ideal of responsible reporting in
which both sides of the picture are
accuratedly depicted. In gencral, jour-
nalists identify themselves with the
position of an cthnic group. So we
have the Sinhalese-owned newspa-

Whither the Peace Process?

By Dr.S.Narapalasingam

ver the past few years, consid-

erable discussions have taken

place among politicians, politi-
cal analysts and members of the pub-
lic on the ongoing ethnic conflict and
on the ways of resolving it with the
aim of securing lasting peace in Sri
Lanka. It is widely accepted that
through military means alone the cri-
sis cannot be resolved and a political
solution, which is acceptable to all
the ethnic groups is needed if Sri
Lanka is to remain as one united coun-
try. The countries that split after a bit-
ter war in which tens of thousands
lost their lives and several billions
worth of assets destroyed did not
succeed in achieving the peace nec-
essary for directing fully their efforts
on fighting poverty, unemployment
and social deprivations within their
divided states. Indeed, failures on
these fronts posed a great threat to
internal peace and in many cases ne-
cessitated the diversion of their scarce
resources for strengthening their se-
curity forces to thwart possible civil

pers giving more prominence to
hardline Sinhalese views and vice
versa with the Tamil-owned newspa-
pers. What then happens is that the
readership of the newspaper gets only
one-sided news which tends to whip
up emotions and makes them believe
that their side is right and reasonable
and the other wrong and unreason-
able.

Journalists who wish to contrib-
ute to being part of the solution to
the conflict are placed in a difficult
situation. They may wish to present
balanced accounts of the issues that
they are covering, especially after
witnessing the realities in the
north-east, but the management of
their media organisations may not
give them that freedom. In a small
country like Sri Lanka, with jobs in
the media field relatively limited, jour-
nalists will be naturally reluctant to
go against the company line. There-
fore, taking advantage of the govern-
ment’s special offer to journalists to
enter into dialogue with the LTTE,
would require a new opcnness on the
part of the media companies. [ ]

disturbances. Thus a vicious circle of
poverty, social unrest and high pro-
portion of public spending on defence
came to be established in many na-
tions that split after a violent strug-
gle.

A viable political solution and last-
ing peace are no doubt inseparable
goals but the processes of achieving
them are not identical. Nor are the
time-frames for achieving them the
same. The belief that there is only one
common process for achieving both
and that once the former is achieved
the latter will automatically happen is
not necessarily true. In the present
article, an attempt is made to expose
this misconception and explore ways
to achieve the goals, taking into con-
sideration the political realities and the
developments that have led to the dis-
trust of the minority communities in
any unitary system of government
that gives the overriding powers to
the centre on matters affecting their
safety, security, regional identity and
general welfare.

The prospect of the proscribed
LTTE accepting a political solution
along the lines agreeable to all the
main political parties representing the
majority and minority communities is
bleak as long as the LTTE is not will-
ing to modify its goal of an independ-
ent state for the Tamils in the North-
East. But many seem to believe that
once the LTTE is weakened militarily,
a political solution within the frame-
work of a united Sri Lanka that is ac-
ceptable to all the main political par-
ties will compel the Tamil Tigers to
give up their armed struggle.

In this postulate, there are two
vital questions which must be con-
sidered. How far the LTTE should be
weakened for its leadership to give
up for good its demand for full inde-
pendence? And whether the LTTE
could be weakened militarily to this
degree in the near future? Several
deadlines set in the past to margin-
alise the LTTE militarily passed with-
out any apparent impact on its mili-
tary capabilities not only as a guer-
rilla movement but also as a conven-
tional fighting force. The strategy to
weaken its influence over the people
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in the North-East has not been pur-
posefully pursued, despite the claim
of the Government that this is what
its aim is. This dereliction is unfortu-
nate since there were no impediments
for the Government to have taken
suitable measures under the existing
constitutional provisions. In terms of
national costs and benefits evaluated
in relation to the common goals of the
main political parties, namely, achiev-
ing ethnic unity and peace, this strat-
egy would have yielded high divi-
dends relative to what have been
achieved so far through the costly
war to weaken the LTTE militarily.
Given the firm stand of the two
main political parties in the Govern-
ment and the opposition to keep Sri
Lanka as one united country without
giving any room that would endan-
ger its territorial integrity at any fu-
ture time, a negotiated permanent set-
tlement with the LTTE, if it does not
compromise on its stand on a sepa-
rate state, is most unlikely. The fact
that both sides have incurred enor-
mous losses as a result of fighting for
or defending their diverse positions
is also a factor that has hardened their
attitudes. In fact, this is also one of
the many adverse consequences of
the brutal war. For every combatant
killed or disabled for life, there may
be at least about 20 to 30 of his or her
relatives and close friends who will
be hostile to the side responsible for
the act. It is believed that the main
reason for young Tamil men and
women to join the LTTE and especially
become “Black Tigers” prepared to
commit suicide. is their own personal
experience of maltreatment or the bru-
tal killing or torture of a close relative
or friend by the security forces. -
Another factor that should not be
ignored here is that there is no exter-
nal pressure to settle the conflict in
Sri Lanka, as in the case of former Yu-
goslavia where the six-nation Contact
Group comprising America, Russia,
Britain, France, Germany and Italy has
played the main role in trying to bring
peace to the Balkan region. These six
Western powers with their mediation
and threats ended the war in Bosnia.
The Dayton accord itself would not
have been possible by other means.
President Slobodan Milosevic, who
built his career on stirring up ethnic
tension in the Serbian province of
Kosovo was warned not to try a po-
licing solution but to find a political

solution that gives greater autonomy
for Kosovo through dialogue with the
Albanian majority there. The contact
group warned the federal government
in Belgrade on March 9, 1998 (despite
its insistence that the conflict was an
internal matter) that a comprehensive
arms embargo on Yugoslavia (pres-
ently comprising Serbia and Monte-
negro) would be imposed, unless it
removes its special Serb forces from
Kosovo and start negotiations with
the Albanian leaders there. The new
deadline of 4 weeks with further warn-
ing was given on March 25. It will be
absurd for any one to expect a similar
move in the case of the ethnic con-
flict in Sri Lanka, as there is no press-
ing geo-political need for the West-
ern powers to intervene.

Adjacent India, the acknowl-
edged regional power is unlikely to
get involved directly in settling the
conflict again after its humiliating ex-
perience resulting from the heavy
casualties (reportedly 1155 soldiers
lost their lives and 2984 were severely
injured) incurred during its “Peace
Keeping” operations in North-East Sri
Lanka and eventual withdrawal of the
latter without completing its task. The
Indian Government is reported to
have spent over Rs.50 billion on their
failed efforts in connection with the
Indo-Sri Lanka accord. India also paid
with the life of one of her Prime Min-
isters, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi as a result of
its involvement in the Sri Lankan con-
flict. Although any direct involvement
by India in the ethnic crisis has been
ruled out, it will be prudent to get In-
dia’s endorsement and support for a
final solution for geopolitical and
other reasons.

Despite raised expectations
among some expatriate Tamil circles,
the BIP-led minority Government of
any other government in New Delhi
is unlikely to support the creation of
a separate state for the Lankan Tamils.
All major players there will favour a
political solution within the frame-
work of a united Sri Lanka, although
the minor Tamil nationalist parties like
the PMK and MDMK may provide
emotive support to the demand for a
separate state. This will not have any
influence on India’s stance on ensur-
ing Sri Lanka’s unity and territorial in-
tegrity.

The considerable international
sympathy towards the Sri Lankan
Tamils has been considerably eroded

in recent years particularly after the
departure of the Indian forces. Their
concern for the Tamils in Sri Lanka at
the present time is limited to the pre-
vention of violations of human rights,
including the displacement of people
from their habitats. The carrying out
violent bomb attacks in which scores
of civilians are wantonly killed and
maimed and public property is de-
stroyed has also attracted widespread
international condemnation. There are
the Tamil adventurists in safe havens,
who are expressing the view that the
Lankan Tamils have the might to defy
world opinion and hence the war for
separation should proceed until the
declared goal of Tamil Eelam is
achieved. They must be under the il-
lusion that the vast majority of the
Tamils despite all the losses they have
suffered are in this warring mood risk-
ing their future for the sake of record
ing the heroism of Tamil warriors it
modern history.

Peace Processes

The prospect of reaching a po-
litical solution at present seems to
quite bleak. However, an effective
political solution that has wide ac-
ceptance is a necessary but not a suf-
ficient condition for lasting peace. In
the present situation in Sri Lanka to
have durable peace two peace proc-
esses are required. While achieving
peace is an urgent process that may
extend beyond the process of find-
ing a political solution, keeping the
peace is a continual process. With
regard to the former, it will have to
focus on reconciliation and the
speedy implementation of confidence
building measures. These should aim
at repairing the damage and harm
done in the past to inter-communal
harmony. In fact, this will help to cre-
ate a favourable atmosphere for
reaching a political solution accept-
able to the minorities. Any laxity with
regard to the latter can render use-
less all the efforts made to achieve
peace. Even under a reformed politi-
cal system, sound policies alone by
themselves cannot guarantee peace,
unless these are vigorously imple-
mented. Sincere efforts are needed to
implement them for achieving and
keeping the peace.

Had the process of peace keeping
been taken seriously through the ac-
tive implementation of crucial provi-
sions in the constitution and ap-
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proved policies, the demand for
changing the unitary form of govern-
ment would not have arisen. The per-
ception among many members of the
minority ethnic groups that govern-
ments have deliberately ignored the
implementation of certain constitu-
tional provisions and policies helpful
to them has not changed. Mr. T.D.S.A.
Dissanayake in his book, “War or
Peace in Sri Lanka” (volume II) has
given an example of such failures by
pointing out that Tamil language as
prescribed in the constitution has not
yet been given its rightful place in the
day-to-day functioning of the nation.
According to the present constitution
both Sinhala and Tamil are official lan-
guages, while English is the link lan-
guage.

The vast majority of Tamils have
yet to accept that the government of
Sri Lanka is also their government and
not solely that of the majority com-
munity. The many opportunities for
the government to convince them that
this is not the case have been missed
by default. Moreover, the hostile
method used by some security per-
sonnel to search for “terrorists”
among the Tamil civilians has not
helped to dispel this opinion. Impor-
tantly, the senseless way decrees is-
sued under the Emergency Regula-
tions and Prevention of Terrorism Act
are applied does not help in ousting
racial prejudice. It is not illogical to
conclude that this helps the separa-
tists and not in building a united na-
tion.

The administrative system in Sri
Lanka has also contributed signifi-
cantly to the present crisis, mainly
due to its politicisation by successive
governments in order to make il serve
the interest of the ruling party and
their leaders and supporters. For the
same reason, the police force has also
been made an agent of the party in
power. Incompetence, corruption and
violations of established codes and
conduct within the force as in the case
of the rest of the public service have
been overlooked because of this com-
pulsion.

The era when the police force was
considered by the people as the keep-
ers of the peace and the upholders of
the law is now history. It is widely
known that politicians who wield
power do bring influence to bear on
the police and many police personnel
look forward to this patronage for their

career advancement. There is enough
evidence to acknowledge that for
progress, prosperity and peace, the
main prerequisites are the adherence
to the rule of law and honest and effi-
cient administration, regardless of
whether or not the system of govern-
ance is fully democratic. Democracy
has no meaning when the rule of law
is blatantly violated by the elected
representatives of the people, whose
sacred duty, among others, is to up-
hold it.

If the administrative machinery is
not improved to become more effi-
cient, cost-effective and swift in serv-
ing all the people in accordance with
the declared policies of governments,
regardless of which party is in power,
this will hurt not only the people but
also in the end the popularity of gov-
ernments. What is astonishing is that
on many occasions when some terri-
ble incidents happen that cause em-
barrassments to governments, bu-
reaucratic red tape or lethargy is
blamed and no meaningful action is
taken thereafter to prevent such hap-
penings in the future. Influential poli-
ticians, despite knowing the real
causes of the ethnic and other na-
tional problems have shown little in-
terest in removing them. Had there
been less talk and more deeds con-
sistent with the declared good inten-
tions of party leaders, Sri Lanka would
not have been driven to the present
predicament.

The ethnic conflict has overshad-
owed the dangerous division that has
emerged over the years, which even-
tually will be a formidable threat to
peace in Sri Lanka. This is the gulf
between the ruling class and the sub-
jects, the millions of the powerless
people, whose ambitions are very
modest compared with those of the
rich aspiring to become richer. The re-
luctance of the main political parties
with their enormous lust for power to
join forces so as to get rid of all the
biased, anti-social and immoral prac-
tices in the administration can be at-
tributed to their common desire to
continue the revengeful and confron-
tational politics, despite their aware-
ness of the terrible harm that will be
done to the country and to the ad-
vancement of the poor people. Semi-
nars and writings on the lessons of
past mistakes of Lankan leaders have
so far not had any effect on changing
the attitudes of their successors.

Without a radical change away
from the partisan and confrontational
politics originating from the macho
culture towards more responsible and
consultative politics, there is little
hope for peace and a better future for
the vast majority of Sri Lankans, re-
gardless of their ethnic origin. The
ability of the opposition to obstruct
the government from doing any no-
ble deed has been enhanced by the
PR system of selecting the MPs. If
the main role of the opposition re-
mains as the obstruction of the gov-
ernment in its efforts to resolve the
burning issues affecting the people,
then the present PR system helps in
playing this role very effectively. Af-
ter the first (Soulbury) constitution,
the task of drafting constitutions has
been the prerogative of the party or
parties in power. They had the required
two-thirds majority in Parliament to
adopt their own drafts. The many ob-
noxious provisions in the second
(1978) Republican constitution were
motivated by the desire of the ruling
party and lts leaders to remain and
continue in power and keep their po-
litical opponents at bay. The aspira-
tions of the minority Tamils were also
ignored in the drafting exercise. The
consequences of these shortcomings
are at the heart of the present politi-
cal crises - confrontational politics
and the unresolved ethnic problem.

Moving Forward

The holding of local government
elections in January this year has re-
vived hope among many Tamils in the
areas brought under government’s
control that a civilian administration
would address their day-to-day prob-
lems. If for lack of funds and other
support from the Government the
elected bodies are unable to dis-
charge their public duties even within
the limited powers assigned to them
then the people’s hope will be dashed
again. Priority at the present time must
obviously be on rehabilitation and re-
construction works and the restora-
tion of the supply of essential serv-
ices.

The Swedish government has al-
located Rs. 188 million this year for
rehabilitation work in Jaffna Penin-
sula. Other aid donors have also
pledged financial support for such
activities. It is important that the lo-
cal administration in the area func-
tions actively to facilitate the execu-




16 TAMIL TIMES

15 APRIL 1998

tion of projects even by international
agencies operating in Sri Lanka. With-
out an effective civilian administra-
tion, this would be virtually an impos-
sible task. Since the people will back
wholeheartedly programmes and
projects that are designed to provide
immediate relief, they will punish any
saboteurs. As explained above, there
are no short cuts here and the effec-
tive way to start the peace process is
through the vigorous implementation
of urgent projects and policies that
will first restore trust in the efforts of
the Government to unite the divided
people. If the Government pursues
this approach vigorously, while not
abandoning its efforts to reach a po-
litical solution people will be con-
vinced that lasting peace is mot a
dream but a reality. At the same time
the political and other obstructionists
of its peace efforts will be censured
by the people.

A major objective of the Sudu
Nelum Movement, which has 146
branches throughout the country is
said to be to educate the people, par-
ticularly the youths on the imperative
to remove the deep rooted mistrust
existing between different communi-
ties and bring them closer for living
in harmony. The task of educating the
people along this line cannot succeed
in the context of the confrontational
politics seen now, unless it is carried
out under the collective guidance of
civic leaders from all the communities,
whose integrity has not been tainted
in any way. The Civil Rights Move-
ment, the National Peace Council and
other organisations committed to
peace and justice, must become a sin-
gle mass movement to compel the
political leaders to take the measures
to build trust between communities
and to agree on the reforms to the
present constitution that will help in
achieving the peace goal.

The objectives of the Sudu Nelum
Movement and the various projects
envisaged for implementation are un-
questionably praiseworthy, but unfor-
tunately the ambitious movement has
fallen victim to the politics of con-
frontation because of the patronage
of the Government. The positive con-
tribution that the Government can
make towards realising this noble
objective is to facilitate the co-opera-
tive efforts of independent peace, civil
rights and social activist movements
without getting directly involved in

IDENTIFYING THE COMPLEXITIES
OF THE CRISIS IN SRI LANKA

Jayadeva Uyangoda

defining characteristic of the

present stage of Sri Lanka’s eth-

nic conflict is the extreme deter-
mination displayed by both parties in
seeking a decisive breakthrough on
the military front. In terms of the com-
mitment to war and intensity of the
military activity demonstrated by the
state as well as by the LTTE, there is
hardly another paralle! anywhere in
the world at the moment. Their deter-
mination is such that, unless a mira-
cle happens, the war is likely to con-
tinue for some years to come.

Against such a backdrop, a solu-
tion guaranteeing the minimum con-
ditions for peace and reconstruction
would require the successful work-
ing out of the following two meas-
ures:

(i) Termination of the present war
between the state and the LTTE
through an agreement between them.

(i1) A political agreement on the
nature of ethnicity-based power shar-
ing and its satisfactory implementa-
tion.

However, given the present nature
of the conflict, achieving these two
goals would be exceedingly difficult.
The post-April 1995 phase of the con-
flict has been characterised by an un-
relenting propensity to escalate vio-
lence. Violence has not only bred fur-
ther violence; it has also reinforced
the belief, equally shared by both par-
ties to the conflict, that a decisive out-
come in the battlefield, making the
adversary’s military capabilities inef-
fective, might have a direct bearing
on the inner political logic of the con-
flict settlement process. Maintaining

the operations. As a demonstration
of good faith, Government should re-
frain from converting into law the con-
troversial bill passed recently, that
allows it to do precisely this under
the pretext of “proven” fraud. Trans-
parency and accountability can be
ensured under existing rules and regu-
lations aprlicable to all registered or-
ganisations. In the above approach,
any group seeking power through
popular support will not try to stall
the peacc process.  J

a purity in offensive capabilities, gain-
ing control of new or lost territory and
inflicting on the adversary maximum
possible human and material losses
have thus become immediate strate-
gic objectives of both the Sri Lankan
state and the LTTE. There is no evi-
dence presently available to suggest
that the two parties have reached, or
are even likely to enter in the period
ahead, a stage of ‘hurting stalemate’,
however much the present stage of
the war may have hurt the parties
themselves as well as the civilian com-
munities.

Understandably, the implications
of such a reading of the Sri Lankan
conflict are quite devastating. On the
other hand, a false optimism on the
capacity of the Sri Lankan state and
the LTTE to arrive at a mutually ac-
ceptable compromise would also be
equally calamitous. In discussions on
the conflict in Sri Lanka, particularly
among peace constituencies, specific
peculiarities are seldom acknow-
ledged. One would be that the con-
flict has moved far from the causes
that originally produced it; rather, it
is the consequences that carry the
conflict forward. The consequences
of the fourteen year war have been
so overwhelming that some influen-
tial forces in both Sinhala and Tamil
Polities appear to believe that the con-
tinuation of the war would be less of
an evil than a settlement. The fear of
a settlement-compromise seen as
both evil and politically immoral - felt
by direct as well as indirect parties to
the conflict has thus become an ac-
tive psychological factor in Sri Lan-
ka’s crisis. And this to some extent
defines the typicality as well as the
intractability of the Sri Lankan crisis.

Impediments to a Settlement

Armed conflicts are usually not
settled with ease, and ethnic conflicts
within a nation-state are particularly
predisposed to lasting over a long
period. This is because contemporary
ethnic conflicts are not settled
through ethnic solutions alone; rather,
their solutions are inexorably linked
to how the distribution of state power
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would be re-organised. A solution to
an ethnic question like the one in Sri
Lanka would invariably presuppose
that the state enters a new phase in
its formation and evolution. Unlike in
revolutionary conflicts, any solution
in Sri Lanka, if it is to be worked out
rationally, has to be a compromise
concerning state power, and not a
winner-takes-all situation because the
conflict does not seem to end in vic-
tory for one party and capitulation of
the other.

Overcoming impediments to a set-
tlement is the greatest challenge con-
fronting advocates of a negotiated
peace in Sri Lanka. Negotiating peace
between the state and the Tamil na-
tionalist rebels appears to be as diffi-
cult and unrealistic as visualising the
least feasible of the scenarios: nego-
tiated separation. It is perhaps a pe-
culiar case where peace may never be
achieved by means of a negotiated
compromise, unless the conditions for
continuous reproduction of war are
effectively managed. The paradox
here is the absence of a force power-
ful enough to prevail on the two par-
ties to change the conditions that
makes the war rational, necessary and
morally justified. Therefore, however
bitter and unpleasant it may seem. it
needs to be recognised that, at this
historical moment, a thick pall of dark-
ness has settled on the crisis. This
darkness is not the making of this or
that individual; it is a structural dark-
ness, born of the historical moment.
Looking at this darkness stoically, we
ought to think that history does not
unfold itself in the gloom alone; as
Hannah Arendt would have said, it is
in the darkness that a little flicker of
light can survive and shine brighter.

First, then, about the momentary
darkness. Concerning the nature of
the political settlement, there has
been no dialogue whatsoever be-
tween the two sides, although ‘talks’
have been held even as recently as
1994-1995. Governments in Colombo
have from time to time developed their
own political proposals and the sys-
tem of Regional Councils proposed
by the PA Government is the latest
and the most far reaching of them all.
However, the political process has so
far been a one-sided affair, with no
responses or proposals emanating
from the LTTE. whose publicly stated
position has been that an alternative
to a separate state would be consid-

ered and indeed they have placed the
burden of formulating such an alter-
native on the Colombo government.

There is no certainty that the po-
litical package prepared by the PA
government would meet the LTTE’s
own criteria for an acceptable settle-
ment. A probable LTTE response is
likely to be based on three issues that
the LTTE might find unacceptable:

(i) The Package lays down a sys-
tem of enhanced devolution, equally
applicable to all provinces in Sri Lanka.
This does not recognise the speci-
ficity of the ethnic issue and there-
fore does not meet the legitimate po-
litical aspirations of the Tamil people.
Based on the ‘Thimpu principles’, the
LTTE’s own framework formula pos-
its that a solution should ensure the
status of Tamils as a separate nation.
This notion of separate nationhood,
translated into constitutional princi-
ples, would require greater political
and administrative powers guaran-
teed to the Tamil region as compared
to those granted to Sinhalese regions.
The notion of asymmetrical devolu-
tion/federalism might approximate to
the likely position of the LTTE.

(i) The solution proposed in the
Package to the difficult issue of the
unit of devolution in the North-East
provinces amounts to the rejection of
a position strongly held by all Tamil
nationalist parties. It has been a con-
sistent demand by militant as well as
parliamentary Tamil parties that the
Northern and Eastern provinces, as
they are administratively constituted
at present, should be merged on a per-
manent basis as a Tamil linguistic unit.
The government proposals envisage
the setting up of a political unit for
the Muslim population in the Eastern
province as well as the excising of the
Sinhala majority Ampara district from
the Eastern province. It is highly un-
likely that the LTTE would abandon
its long-held position on the
non-negotiability of the issue of
North-East merger.

(iii) Being an elaborate constitu-
tional document, with detailed enu-
meration of powers to be exercised
by the proposed Regional Councils
and of relations between the centre
and the regions, the Package leaves
virtually no room for the LTTE to make
its own inputs. The LTTE will have all
the reasons to argue that the Pack-
age is a unilateral proposal worked
out in every detail by the government.

From the psychological perspective
of a nationalist guerilla organisation.
the LTTE may very well be reluctant
to accept a solution formulated in
detail by the ‘enemy’. Nationalist
guerrillas usually prefer winning a set-
tlement through direct action (nego-
tiations, pressure, manipulation,
threats etc) to merely accepting one
in the designing of which they have
had no say at all.

The Military Dimension

Sri Lanka’s ethnic conflict has re-
peatedly demonstrated one peculiar
characteristic throughout the past
fourteen years: the sheer capacity of
the war for intense re-escalation. Al-
though it may have appeared on some
occasions that the parties would re-
consider the continuation of a mili-
tary course of action, such ‘intervals’
have been followed by wars greater
in scale, intensity and human cost. It
is not incorrect to conclude that the
military process has assumed a con-
siderable measure of autonomy from
the political process. The two sides
have also demonstrated a distinct re-
silience even in the face of substan-
tial military reverses in both human
and material terms. At least in the mili-
tary sense, the conflict does not seem
to have yet reached a stage of exhaus-
tion, although the political process
appears to he running the risk of
reaching such a stage.

The termination, or at least the de-
escalation of such an intense military
conflict, characterised by its enor-
mous capacity to reproduce itself is
the most challenging goal of conflict
settlement in Sri Lanka. Past experi-
ence has been that temporary cessa-
tions of hostilities have been effec-
tive to a limited extent, yet they have
been fundamentally fragile. Once hos-
tilities resumed, there ensues a tota,
breakdown of communication be-
tween the two parties; this has been
the regular pattern. In such instances,
the parties, despite the political rheto-
ric of returning to talks, have consist-
ently accorded primacy to a military
course of action in shaping the politi-
cal process.

Challenges for
the Political Process

As noted earlier, Sri Lanka’s con-
flict is at a stage where both parties
await the outcome of the military cam-
paign before taking tangible steps
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towards political negotiations. Dur-
ing the early stages of the conflict,
the position shared by both sides was
to negotiate from a position of mili-
tary strength. What this effectively
meant was that each party viewed any
commitment to negotiations as an ad-
mission of its own military weakness.
The position of military strength also
meant in quite simple terms one par-
ty’s ability to deliver a crushing mili-
tary blow on the other so that the
adversary would not have any option
but to compromise at the negotiation
table. But this scenario has not worked
at all, because both parties suffered,
yet withstood, serious military set-
backs. Given the capacity of the two
sides to recover quickly from set-
backs on the battle front, it is difficult
to envisage a situation where one
party would gain a decisive military
victory over the other in a manner that
could propel the political process
over the military option.

Assuming that ground conditions
might change in favour of political
negotiations, the question that needs
to be immediately addressed concerns
the basic framework of a settlement
which could provide a positive start-

ing point for the two sides to work
jointly towards a common ground. As
things stand today, this would not be
an easy exercise, precisely because
of the mutually exclusive political out-
comes to which the two sides pres-
ently appear to committed. For the
LTTE, a negotiated settlement would
be unacceptable unless it results in a
confederation arrangement, encom-
passing the present Northern and
Eastern provinces; the devolution of
power in other provinces would not
be their concern. In a confederation-
type settlement, the LTTE is likely to
insist on a separate legislature for the
North-East so that their national ideal
of politically autonomous Tamil na-
tionhood could be concretised. It is
extremely difficult to envisage a situ-
ation where a Colombo Government
could agree to such a proposal.- nei-
ther would such a settlement be ac-
ceptable to most of the Sinhalese
community. A Colombo government
could perhaps agree to a confedera-
tion arrangement only at the risk of
greater political instability in the
South, and perhaps of its own down-
fall.

A solution acceptable to Tamil na-

tionalist forces may not necessarily
be acceptable to Sinhala nationalist
forces and the Sinhalese masses in
general. This constitutes the pro-
found dilemma which peace-seekers
in Sri Lanka will have to confront. This
dilemma also represents yet another
dimension of the intractability of the
Sri Lankan crisis. Conflict resolution
and peace-making through com-
promise in situations of heightened
ethnic conflict within a nation-state
are infinitely more complex and more
difficult of resolution than class-
based political conflicts or inter-state
conflicts. Class-based conflicts for
state power, especially when they
have a socialist ideological base, can
have a greater potential for compro-
mise, because power-sharing along
class lines is less likely to generate
passionate resistance from classes
that exercise political power. Or else,
for class-based political movements,
it is acutely difficult, in the contem-
porary historical circumstances, to
sustain an armed struggle without
confronting the dilemma of self-de-
struction at the hands of the state,
unless the latter is a positively rotten
entity. The Sri Lankan experience of
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the Janatha Vimukthi Peramauna JVP
- People’s Liberation Front) of 1971
and 1987-89 illustrates the self-de-
structive possibility of class-based
insurgent movements while the expe-
rience of NDLF of El Salvador dem-
onstrates the compromising potential
of more socialist-oriented rebellions.

This is perhaps the opportune mo-
ment to discuss some of the complexi-
ties of compromise-making involving
minority nationalist insargencies
within the nation-state, as demon-
strated in the Sri Lankan case. Extreme
nationalists, both minoritarian and
majoritarian, are hardly prepared for
compromise. The reason is obvious.
The immediate political goal of ex-
treme minoritarian nationalists is usu-
ally defined in maximalist terms a sepa-
rate state, as in the case of the LTTE
in Sri Lanka - and this typically evokes
extreme and passionate resistance
from majoritarian nationalists. Maxi-
malist minority nationalism provokes
extreme responses from the state as
well, because no ruling class can tol-
erate the dismemberment of the state
which it governs. This makes compro-
mise doubly difficult, because the
compromise has to be made at two
levels, among nationalists of the two
sides and between two projects of
state power.

Incomplete Shift Towards
a Compromise

Developments since 1987, mean-
while, point to some movement to-
wards compromise, although no last-
ing outcome has yet set in. This
change has occurred at three levels.
Firstly, with Tamil nationalism experi-
encing a significant transition from
within, a number of Tamil militant
groups have begun to re-define the
political goal of Tamil nationalism in
federalist terms, thereby retreating
from the original position of a sepa-
rate state. This has left the LTTE as
the sole Tamil nationalist force to ad-
vocate and struggle towards separate
sovereignty. But the significance of
this change need not be overstated,
because of the hegemony that the
LTTE commands over the politics of
Sri Lankan Tamils, living in Sri Lanka
as well as abroad. The second is the
space opened up within the Sri Lankan
state for political and constitutional
reforms, moving away from the uni-
tary state model. While India’s politi-
cal and diplomatic intervention in Sri

Lanka 1987 compelled the Sinhalese
ruling class - or least a section of it -
to accommodate Tamil political de-
mands by reforming the political struc-
tures in an idiom of devolution of
power, the state has consistently
demonstrated a definite capacity for
further political reforms. The fact that
this capacity is restrained by the po-
litical dynamics of Sinhalese society
is discussed elsewhere in this paper.
Third is the shift of international pub-
lic opinion in favour of a negotiated
compromise. The international com-
munity is extremely unlikely to sup-
port, even morally, the setting up of a
new state in Sri Lanka; their continu-
ously repeated position is that the
government and the LTTE should
work towards a negotiated settlement.

The thoroughly negative conse-
quences of the LTTE’s outmoded
strategy of totally relying on military
means in conducting polities have
further reduced the space for an ap-
proach of equidistance on the part of
the international community. This fac-
tor and the government’s readiness
to consider further reform has actu-
ally won for it the support and sym-
pathy of international opinion. The
implications can perhaps be contra-
dictory: international coercion and
isolation might compel the LTTE to
seek a compromise; or else in the face
of international coercion and isola-
tion, the LTTE might totally reject any
compromise.

International Mediation:
Feasibility and Problems

Calling for a mediated settlement
in an armed conflict, in its pure form,
is a cry of desperation. But, a call for
mediation can have implications other
than a desire for conflict settlement.
Since conflict resolution models rarely
work in real life in their purest form, a
conflict party might want to change
the course of the conflict in its favour
by calling for, for example, interna-
tional mediation. Establishing of, or
winning back, international legitimacy
can very well be the political goal of
such a call. Recovering lost ground
in the battlefield, through a tempo-
rary respite, can be another short term
objective of a mediation move. Un-
dermining the legitimacy of the op-
ponent’s propaganda - for example,
party A might have portrayed party B
as stridently opposed to a peaceful
resolution of the conflict - can also

be on the list of short-term political
objectives of a mediation call. Inci-
dentally, all these three ‘theoretical’
possibilities have been present in the
Sri Lankan context.

It is therefore absolutely essen-
tial for anyone committed to peace-
making to make a clear distinction
between (i) mediation, (ii) calls for
mediation; and (ii) mediated settle-
ment. Mediation per se is not likely
to result in a peace-making settlement,
if parties to the conflict do not have
the will to work towards genuine con-
flict resolution. Mediation, if it does
not lead to a settlement, is always li-
able to be manipulated and abused,
and it may even re-escalate the dimen-
sions of the conflict. A fundamental
precaution which any one advocat-
ing mediation should learn, at least in
the light of the Sri Lankan conflict, is
that the parties to the conflict oper-
ate on a highly self-centric matrix of
morality. They are not babies who can
be persuaded by moralistic preach-
ing of elders or lay priests: they are
hard-hearted and calculating bargain-
ers. For them, mediation is not an ide-
alistic option; nor is it a morally bind-
ing precept. The reason is quite sim-
ple: at the heart of Sri Lanka’s conflict
is the question of state power. This
simple fact makes mediation an infi-
nitely complex exercise.

Mediation and the Common Ground

Mediation, as a strategy of con-
flict resolution, is grounded on a fun-
damentally important assumption; the
eventual desire of conflicting parties
to accommodate and accept a com-
mon ground worked out by a third
party. It is a strategic fallacy to be-
lieve that a mediator can take the con-
flicting parties by hand to a common
ground, carved out by the mediator
herself. The mediator can perhaps
push the parties to a common ground,
only if the parties have the desire and
political commitment to seek a com-
mon ground. That pre-supposes a
significant change of the dynamics
of the conflict as well as a deep-seated
political realisation that a common
ground is a political necessity. This
is one meaning of Zartman’s concept
of ‘conflict ripeness’, a situation
where ?Zunilateral solutions are
blocked and joint solutions become
conceivable. ‘The ripeness realisation
may’ also emanate from a realistic po-
litical assessment of global, regional,
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country situations that makes settle-
ment historically feasible.

A common ground among adver-
saries, after a period of intense con-
flict based on mutually-unacceptable
goals, would also mean a decisive re-
treat from the ‘original position’. This
retreat from the original position is
one that can rarely be imposed from
outside. If the retreat is to be mean-
ingful, lasting and credible, it has to
come along with a rational choice of
compromise. A common ground
among adversaries, by definition, is a
rational choice of compromise. The
commonness in a common ground
emanates from a realisation of at least
the need to work with the enemy in
seeking a mutually acceptable and of
course new outcome, fundamentally
different from the outcome associated
with the original position. Seeking a
common ground, as Simha Flapan
once said in the context of Israeli-PLO
peace prospects, is ‘recognition of
the enemy as a potential ally.’

Mediation is a Process

There is a belief, often expressed
by believers of mediation in the Sri
Lankan conflict, that third party me-
diation can quickly and dramatically
bring the conflict to an end. One can
sympathise with this belief while rec-
ognising its thoroughly idealistic un-
derpinnings. Mediation is not a sur-
gical intervention, as it may be in the
case of a decisive military interven-
tion. Rather it is a stage in conflict
transformation. The notion of ‘con-
flict ripeness’ to some extent implies
this essential dimension of conflict
transtormation. The notion of contlict
ripeness presupposes that the con-
flict may not be resolved by the sub-
jective wishes of its victims or on-
lookers; for resolution, a conflict
should have already produced the
dynamics of its transformation. It is
in the presence of such transfor-
matory dynamics that mediation can
find productive space.

A question that needs to be asked
at this stage is: why should a media-
tor get herself involved in bringing to
an end a seemingly hopeless conflict
like the one in Sri Lanka? What are
the mediator’s motives in conflict
resolution? Would a mediator have
the resolve, determination and will to
suffer setbacks, frustrations and
disappointments in the face of an in-
determinate, arduous and difficult

process of bringing the two conflict-
ing parties together?

Many advocates of mediation in
Sri Lanka’s ethnic conflict appear to
believe that outside, third party me-
diators have an altruistic motive in
bringing this conflict to an end. This
altruistic model in the Sri Lankan con-
text has competing expectations, as
articulated from time to time by the
LTTE and the government. The
LTTE’s belief appears to be that the
international community has a moral
obligation to enable the Sri Lankan
Tamil community to achieve the sta-
tus of nationhood. Therefore, the
commitment of an international me-
diator should emanate from a politi-
cal commitment to the right of self-
determination of an oppressed nation.
The government, meanwhile, appears
to believe that since it has made an
honest attempt at meeting Tamil po-
litical aspirations, the international
community should mediate in the con-
flict in order to make the LTTE accept
that political offer.

These are expectations that have
little actual relevance to conflict me-
diation in Sri Lanka. It is highly un-
likely that altruistic, or even purely
humanitarian, motives would compel
the international community to medi-
ate in Sri Lanka. If altruism is a com-
pelling motive, the Bosnian conflict
would not have been as painfully pro-
tracted as it was. Conflict mediation,
in the final analysis, is conflict
intervention. Therefore, economic or
geo-political interests would provide
a stronger basis for a mediator to in-
tervene with long term commitment
and with an awareness of the risks
involved. Is Sri Lanka a site attractive
enough for a ‘peace rush’ among in-
ternational mediators, as presently
believed in some quarters’?

When mediation is talked about
as a strategy of resolving internal
armed conflicts, it is usually assumed
that the mediator should be (i) an out-
sider; and (ii) an influential state. Oc-
casionally, the notion of a grouping
of states, SAARC or the Common-
wealth, has also figured in the dis-
cussion. Meanwhile, quite a number
of countries have also offered their
services to play a mediatory role in
the Sri Lankan conflict. However, the
identification and selection of the
mediator can be a complex issue, given
the possibility of one party to the
conflict perceiving the mediator us

partial to the adversary, or even liable
to be influenced by the adversary. A
clear case of this nature occurred in
1995 when the Sri Lankan government
had made arrangements to obtain the
services of a French mediator, at a time
when the talks between the govern-
ment and the LTTE were reaching a
crisis point. Quite apart from the ques-
tion of timing involved in that media-
tory effort, the LTTE objected to that
particular mediator on the ground that
he was partial towards the govern-
ment. The point the LTTE raised
would interest students of mediation:
when a mediator is selected, the se-
lection process should involve both
parties to the conflict. And indeed,
when the process of mediator-selec-
tion leaves room for objections, there
is also the likelihood of a party to the
conflict using that incomplete proc-
ess as an excuse to withdraw from
negotiations.

There is yet another meaning of
the collectiveness of the mediation
process. Chris Mitchell has recently
drawn attention to the difficulties as-
sociated with the role of a single in-
termediary actor in complex conflict
situations. Mitchell suggests that
“such a complex process might be
more effective if it were contributed
to by a number of intermediary par-
ties rather than carried out by a sin-
gle entity.” In this ‘mediation-as-proc-
ess’ model, mediation is a treated as a
complex exercise to which “many en-
tities might contribute, simultan-
eously or consecutively, rather than
as the behaviour of a single, interme-
diatory actor.”

In the Sri Lankan context, the sin-
gle-mediator model may face a some-
what unique problem. If the mediator
is a particular country such as USA,
UK, Australia, Canada, or Norway,
Sinhalese nationalist forces are likely
to oppose such a selection on the
ground that these countries have a
hidden agenda to favour the LTTE or
Tamils in the negotiation process and
in the outcome. The fact that many
Tamil expatriates live in these coun-
tries where the LTTE has also been
quite active has made Sinhala nation-
alists quite suspicious of their media-
tion motives.

To return to Mitchell’s mediation-
as-process model, it recognises dif-
ferent functional stages that can fruit-
fully be looked after by a number of
mediators. Mitchell has identified thir-
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teen roles for mediators in a complex
conflict situation. They are explorer,
convener, disengager, unifier, ens-
killer, envisioner, guarantor, facilitator,
legitimiser, enhancer, monitor, en-
forcer, and reconciler. The functions
implied in these roles need not to be
compartmentalised, or performed by
thirteen different mediatory actors. In
practice, there can be collapsing of
two or more of the functions in this
inventory of roles. The important
point, though, is that a consortium of
mediators might provide greater op-
portunities for conflict de-escalation
in Sri Lanka than the involvement of
a single mediator.

Reflections on the Political Culture

Now it is time to turn to another
theme, “the salience of political cul-
ture.” No political culture would
evolve, or shape itself, in isolation
from society’s deeply felt crisis experi-
ences. Since the early eighties, the
every day experience in Sri Lanka has
centred on violence, destruction, ha-
tred and moral commitment to enmity.
An overbearing sense of uncertainty
and anxiety prevails in society which
is translated into violence as well as
fear of violence. Engulfed in so much
violence, Sri Lanka is not a normal
society; it is a shell-shocked society
where reason and considered judge-
ment in ethnic politics has given way
to the politics of anxieties. When ex-
tremist positions of a few receive
newspaper headlines and moderation
is condemned or ridiculed, there is no
reason to find other yardsticks to
measure the degree to which the ba-
sics of the democratic political cul-
ture are incapacitated.

I have argued in this paper that in
Sri Lanka, reconstruction of the state,
its structural alteration, is a para-
mount necessity for conflict settle-
ment. In an ideal-typical situation, this
would necessitate a futuristic politi-
cal vision of an ethnically heterog-
enous political association called the
state, a vision that should be shared
by the three main ethnic groups.
Sinhalese, Tamils and Muslims. Such
a shared vision still remains a distant
possibility. Perhaps, the idea of shar-
ing political power, particularly among
the ethnic groups, has been the least
accepted, and of course the most re-
sisted, approach in Sri Lankan poli-
tics. The resistance to sharing of state
power has been emphatically seen as

a virtue among the elites and ethno-
political cadres (Sinhalese as well as
Tamil), and to a considerable extent
among the masses too. The demo-
cratic political culture with which Sri
Lanka has been so intimately associ-
ated, strangely enough, excludes
power sharing on the principle of eth-
nicity. In this society, indigenisation
and domestication of democratic
institutions and practices has oc-
curred in such a way that they are
presupposed to serve exclusive sec-
tional interests. This is the discursive
raison d’etre of majoritarian unitarism
as well as minoritarian separatism.
One key problem with contempo-
rary Sri Lanka is the absence of strong
defences against ethnic exclusivity in
politics. The post-colonial nation-
state has destroyed all those de-
fences in its own style. Re-building
these defences invariably involves
building of a new political culture that
can accept and yet transcend ethnic-
ity in politics. But, there is a massive
problem: there is no political ideology
historically capable of providing such

a vision. At least in Sri Lanka’s case,
there have been only two ideological
strands that were capable of provid-
ing conceptual underpinnings for a
non-ethnicised political order, Marx-
ism and liberal humanism. With the
historical decline of Marxism as well
as liberal humanism, Sri Lanka’s prob-
lem has become infinitely complex.
We don’t have theoretical categories
to envision the future politics. And
in this historical predicament, Sri
Lankans can find solace in the fact
that they are not alone.

The realisation of this predica-
ment will hopefully lead us to our next
task; imagining new forms of political
association to replace the present his-
torical form of the nation-state. This,
nothing less, is the real task of re-con-
struction.

To conclude in one sentence, let
us re-imagine the Sri Lankan state be-
fore reforming or reconstructing it.
This task, one may emphasise, remains
totally outside the will and capacity
of the parties involved in the present
conflict. L

NEW BIP REGIME AND IT'S IMPACT
ON TAMIL NATIONALIST CAMPAIGN

By D B S Jeyaraj

he installation of the right wing
T Hindu Nationalist Bharatheeya

Janatha Party in the governmen-
tal seat of power in New Delhi has
predictably evoked a mixed response
in neighbouring Sri Lanka. Taking
note of the fact that LTTE friendly
political parties are aligned with the
BJP Tiger propagandists have hailed
the new government optimistically
and asserted that a change in Indian
Policy towards the Sri Lankan Tamil
issue in general and the LTTE in par-
ticular is inevitable. In a bid to coun-
ter this viewpoint and allay Sinhala
fears Sri Lankan foreign Minister
Lakshman Kadirgarmar has been the
first foreign dignitary to visit New
Delhi, meet with the BJP leaders and
obtain assurances that there would
be no tilt in favour of the Tigers.
Sinhala Buddhist chauvinist ideolo-
gues are struggling to cope with this
phenomenon where the secular cre-
dentials of the Indian State is in seri-

ous danger of becoming a theocracy
very much on the lines of the fore-
most place given to Buddhism in Sri
Lanka.

The fact that for the first time in
post Independence India a non- secu-
lar outfit and its appendages have
been able to form a government that
has at least for the time being stood
the test of a confidence vote in the
Lok Sabha has very serious implica-
tions for India and all her neighbours
in the South Asian region. In the first
place the development indicates that
the BJP with its brand of Hindu Na-
tionalist policies described as ‘Hin-
dutwa’ has come to stay for the next
two or three decades at least as a
powerful political force in India. The
party which had only two seats in 1985
has now got 178 seats and together
with a motley group of pre and post
polls allies cobbled together a fragile
government. Even if this government
does not last long it is clear that the
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BJP is very much here to stay. In that
context it is very likely that notwith-
standing its protestations to the con-
trary the party will strive to implement
its ‘Hindutwa’ agenda as far as pos-
sible in the future. Against this back-
drop it is quite timely to examine the
short and long term implications of
the rise of the BJP for Sri Lanka.

As far as the short term implica-
tions are concerned the immediate
question obviously is whether cur-
rent Indian policy towards Sri Lanka
particularly in the context of the Eth-
nic crisis will undergo drastic
changes. The Indo-Lanka accord, the
IPKF-LTTE conflict, the fall of the In-
dian installed EPRLF administration
in North-East Sri Lanka, the assassi-
nation of Rajiv Gandhi in India, the
advent of Chandrika Kumaratunga as
Sri Lankan President, the collapse of
peace talks and resumption of con-
flict in Sri Lanka, the promulgation of
the Gujral Doctrine that espouses
clear and definite non-involvement in
neighbourhood internal politics etc
are all factors that have affected
Indo-Lanka relations.

Hands-off Policy

Gone are the mid-eighties when
India deliberately adopted a sympa-
thetic line towards the Sri Lankan
Tamils and attempted to bring about
a political settlement ensuring maxi-
mum devolution within a united Sri
Lanka. Today India having burnt her
fingers in her benevolently interven-
tionist phase is seemingly adopting a
hands off policy. India still stands for
a political settlement of the conflict
within a united Sri Lanka but will not
involve herself in any activity in pur-
suit of that goal. India has not dis-
played in recent times any interest to
act as facilitator or mediator in the Sri
Lankan conflict.

Instead what has been happening
in is a perceived Indian tilt against
the LTTE in favour of the Colombo
government. In this India is no differ-
ent from various Western Nations
that have also been adopting the same
pro-government, anti-LTTE stand.
This perspective evolved mainly as a
result of the collapse of government-
LTTE talks, the unilateral resumption
of hostilities by the LTTE and the ef-
forts of the Kumaratunga administra-
tion in trying to usher in a devolution
package. In the case of India greater
compulsions such as the defiance of

the LTTE in fighting the IPKF and the
killing of Rajiv Gandhi on Indian soil
have also played a part.

The end result is that India has
banned the LTTE and is also helping
on a low key basis the efforts of Co-
lombo in countering it. Also Indian
public opinion particularly in Tamil
Nadu is no longer stridently support-
ive of the LTTE. The recent harsh ver-
dict of the death penalty being im-
posed on 26 accused in the Rajiv mur-
der trial for example did not provoke a
major outcry in the state despite the
severity of the sentence. Adding to
the complications is the fact that the
LTTE Chief Velupillai Prabakharan has
been proclaimed as a wanted man by
an Indian Tribunal.

Again an unfortunate corollary of
this has been the virtual disinterest
of India towards the plight of the Sri
Lankan Tamils. The articulation of the
Tamil point of view through LTTE dis-
course and the perceiving of the same
by a Tiger prism has created this situ-
ation. Although the fundamental and
legitimate aspirations of the Sri Lan-
kan Tamils are yet to be realised and
the consequences imposed by the
on-going war continues to increase
their grievances their plight is yet to
receive adequate cognisance. The in-
ability to distinguish between “Tamil”
and ‘Tiger’ issues has led to this situ-
ation. In the aftermath of Rajiv’s death
and the significance of the Sonia fac-
tor no Congress led or supported In-
dian government has evinced any real
interest in the Tamil problem. Thus
the BJP government assuming office
has certainly led to speculation at
least that a shift in Indian policy may
take place.

Expecting Change of Policy

From an LTTE viewpoint there are
seemingly valid reasons for expect-
ing such a change. These expectati-
ons have been expressed in LTTE
controlled media outlets abroad.
These hopes are based on three
premises. The first is that LTTE
friendly parties like the Marumalarchy
Dravida Munnetra Kazgagham
(MDMK) of Vaiko, Pattaligal Makkal
Katchi (PMK) of Dr Ramadoss, The
Samatha Party of George Fernandes,
and the Shiv Sena of Bal Thackeray
etc are part of the new government
dependent on the support of allies.
Vaiko has named his first grandson
Prabakharan. Ramadoss has time and

again declared his support for the
LTTE and dared the Indian govern-
ment to arrest him. Fernandes defied
an order by the Indian Home mirister
last year and staged a convention
expressing solidarity with the Eelam
Tamils at his Delhi residence.
Thackeray has the Tiger as his em-
blem and publicly stated his admira-
tion for Prabakharan in glowing terms.

The second is that the ALL India
Anna Munnetra Kazgagham (AIAD-
MK) led by Jayalalitha Jayaram with
18 seats is the second largest party in
the combine. Furthermore Jayalalitha
has the nine seats of her allies too at
her disposal. This enhances her bar- -
gaining power with the BJP and she
has already demonstrated that she is
capable of extracting her pound of
flesh. Although the AIADMK has
been viewed as anti-LTTE recent ini-
tiatives undertaken by people like
Nedumaran and Veeramani seem to
have converted the AIADMK leader. .
There is now a possibility that Jaya- .
lalitha may have changed her attitude
towards it. If so she with her bargain-
ing clout could pressurise the BJP
into taking a favourable line towards
the LTTE seems to be the LTTE hope.

The third premise is that a new dis-
pensation professing a Hindu nation-
alist ideology is in the New Delhi sad-
dle for the first time. Although the
LTTE follows a secular form of Tamil
nationalism it would not be averse to
its supporters within and without Sri
Lanka to play the “Hindu Tamil” card.
The past years have seen the Tamil
problem being perceived only as an
ethno-linguistic issue. This has nec-
essarily confined support for the
Tamil cause in India to Tamil Nadu
and Tamilians alone. But exploiting
the Tamil Hindu factor at a time when
a Hindu nationalist force is in power
is a new approach. Utilising the fact
that the majority of Tamils in Sri Lanka
are Hindu or that the majority of Hin-
dus are Tamil and seeking to project
it as “Hindu suffering” is a tactic, the
political potential of which is yet to
be realised in India. Besides the LTTE
too has a hobson’s choice as neither
the Congress, nor the left parties
would consort with it.

In this situation the LTTE oriented
hope seems to be that there would be
a perceptible shift in Indian policy.
Overtly it would hope for India to sus-
pend its military assistance to Sri
Lanka. For instance the Indian Navy
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has captured two LTTE ships and
helped the Sri Lankan Navy destroy
another arms ship. It would like India
to revoke the ban on it or at least let it
lapse quietly without renewing it. The
LTTE would also like a climate to be
created where its supporters in Tamil
Nadu could function actively and
openly in espousing political sup-
port. Covertly it would like a situa-
tion where the Tigers could use Tamil
Nadu clandestinely as a procurement
source of food, medicine, fuel and
equipment.

It is fear of such a possibility how-
ever remote it may be that has impelled
Foreign Minister Kadirgamar to un-
dertake a swift visit to New Delhi. He
was the first special envoy from a for-
eign country to visit New Delhi after
the new government took office.
Kadirgamar met with Premier Vaj-
payee, Home Minister Advani. Power
Minister from Tamil Nadu Kumara-
mangalam, Former Prime Minister
Gujral, Congress Chief, Sonia Gandhi
and former Central Government min-
ister for Industries Murasoli Maran
of the DMK. A significant act of
ommision was not meeting with
George Fernandes the minister of de-
fence and acknowledged partisan of
the LTTE.

Indian Assurances

As a result of these meetings
Kadirgamar was able to obtain assur-
ances that the BJP government would
not support violence or separatism in
Sri Lanka. Reiterating an election
manifesto pledge Vajpayce stated
that the BJP stood for the political ac-
commodation of the legitimate aspi-
rations of the Tamils in within the unity
and territorial integrity of Sri Lanka.
These bland assurances are quite
consistent with India’s public posi-
tion on Sri Lanka. Even at a time when
India was training and arming Tamil
militants on Indian soil the public
position of New Delhi was that refu-
gees were being looked after. Also
even if the BJP had a hidden and hos-
tile agenda towards Sri Lanka that
party was not going to explicitly ad-
mit that. In that context the wide pub-
licity given in the State media to the
promises elicited by Kadirgamar sug-
gest that the intention of the visit was
to allay Sinhala paranoia and gain in-
ternal political mileage rather than
achieve anything significant with In-
dia.

The BJP that has cobbled to-
gether a flimsy majority is now con-
cerned with political survival. It is not
likely to make any decisive policy
shifts in the realm of foreign policy
until it settles in as comfortably as
possible. Any premature deviation
from this stance can only be necessi-
tated by urgent political pressure ex-
erted by its Tamil Nadu allies. Those
parties like the AIADMK, PMK and
MDMK have not moved in that di-
rection so far. They too seen more
concerned with obtaining a share of
the political spoils rather than agitate
on behalf of the LTTE. Despite the
wishful thinking of LTTE sympathis-
ers certain factors that circumscribe
any positive Indian tilt in its favour
are also worthy of consideration.

First and foremost the current re-
ality of the Indian, particularly the
Tamil Nadu situation has to be taken
into account. Unlike the eighties the
Sri Lankan Tamil issue is not a vote
gathering issue. It has become a non-
issue. Any party like that of Nedu-
maran’s that harps on the LTTE is
likely to be rejected by voters. Vaiko
of MDMK and Ramadoss of PMK re-
alised the disadvantages of plugging
a pro-LTTE line and pointedly re-
frained from touching on Sri Lanka
during the election campaign. Under
these circumstances there is no po-
litical compulsion on any of these par-
ties to exert any urgent pressure on
the BJP to act speedily on behalf of
the LTTE.

Secondly even if the pro-LTTE el-
ements succeed in getting the BJP to
take steps in favour of the LTTE other
countervailing factors would militate
against it. Whatever position taken
by LTTE supporters there is no de-
nying the fact that an Indian tribunal
has held the LTTE as being guilty of
Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination. The
LTTE leader Velupillai Prabakharan
has been indicted in absentia as be-
ing primarily involved in the assassi-
nation conspiracy and has been pro-
claimed as a wanted man. Given the
fact that Sonia Gandhi nursing a
grudge against the LTTE account of
this is now at the helm of the Con-
gress and that the party continues to
be a force in Indian politics there
would always be a public outcry
against any BJP move to support the
LTTE overtly or covertly. This oppo-
sition spearheaded by a Sonia led
Congress would act as a constraint

on the BJP in helping the LTTE.

Public Opinion :

Furthermore Indian public opinion
will not allow such a change. Al-
though some sections in Tamil Nadu
are still pro-LTTE the bulk of those
sections are in essence from the ‘pow-
erless’ strata in terms of caste and
class. This is very evident among in-
fluential opinion makers. On the Other
hand a substantial segment of the
‘Powerful’ Indians in terms of caste
and class are vehemently opposed to
the LTTE. Almost all top people
among the media are bitterly es-
tranged from the Tigers. As such one
can easily predict that any efforts by
the BJP in the direction of the LTTE
will be heavily criticised and squashed
by these elements.

In addition to this there is the In-
dian bureaucracy particularly those
sections of the South Block who de-
termine foreign relations. These offi-
cials have their own idea of what is
good for India. Given the past his-
tory of dealing with the LTTE they
are still opposed to renewing contact
with the Tigers again. Governments
may come and go but generally the
input provided by these sections
maintain a continuity of policy. This
is more evident when a weak interde-
pendent government takes over at the
centre. The BJP is one of that kind.
Besides Vajpayee himself did not rock
the boat when Foreign minster under
Morarji Desai from 1977 to 80. It is he
who is foreign minister now.

Another factor that may dampen
Tiger supporter enthusiasm is the
emergence of anti-LTTE personalities
from Tamil Nadu within BJP govern-
ment folds. There is the irrepressible
Subramaniam Swamy who has already
raised the issue of George Fernandes
being unsuitable for the Defence Min-
ister post because of his LTTE affilia-
tions. Tiger baiter Valappady Rama-
murthy is a Cabinet minister. He is a
Rajiv loyalist whose party is named
Tamil Nadu Rajiv Congress. Ranga-
rajan Kumaramangalam the BJP cabi-
net minister from Tamil Nadu too was
a Rajiv loyalist when in the Congress.
Already he has gone on record in a
meeting with Kadirgamar that there
was absolutely no chance of a rea-
lignment with the LTTE. So any moves
by the pro-LTTE faction will be defi-
nitely countered by these anti-LTTE
elements.
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It must also be noted that while
the anti-LTTE sections are vocifer-
ously articulate about their hostility
towards the Tigers those pro-LTTE
sections are maintaining a deafening
silence. This again indicates that
there is very little chance of conflict
breaking out openly between pro and
anti LTTE elements on this issue.
Even if that does happen those sup-
porting the LTTE would be necessar-
ily defensive and are therefore likely
to be overwhelmed by those against
the Tigers.

The only decisive factor that
could be beneficial to the Tigers is
the dynamic and determined Jaya-
lalitha herself. If she decided to throw
in her lot with the LTTE openly and
exerts pressure on their behalf then
there is a strong possibility of a
change in the scenario. If she pushes
then the BJP too will be constrained
to fall in line. The anti-LTTE elements
too may reluctantly toe her line or at
least not oppose it. But whatever the
efforts of Nedumaran she does not
seem interested in that option at least
for now. Her immediate priority seems
to be that of getting out of her legal
tangles and also getting the DMK

government dismissed. There does
not seem visible any immediate po-
litical benefit to her that would impel
her to actively support the LTTE now.
Also she may not like to burn her
bridges completely with Sonia’s Con-
gress. She can increase her leverage
with the BJP by demonstrating that
she can always strike a deal with the
Congress if and when necessary.

Prospect of Reappraisal

In such a scenario there does not
seem to be any possibility in the short
term that there would be a major policy
shift in India in favour of the LTTE.
The BJP government is likely to go
along with its predecessors on this at
least for the time being. The quality
of support extended to Colombo on
this score may drop. But there are no
prospects right now for the LTTE to
be the beneficiary of a drastic
about-turn by India. This however will
not deter Tamils regardless of being
LTTE supporters or not looking up to
New Delhi for relief and succour. If
this trend continues however there is
a possibility of a reappraisal of India’s
overall policy towards Sri Lanka in the
long term under Bharatheeya Janatha

Party rule. If this materialises in con-
crete form then there could be new
developments. The most important of
these could be the transformation of
Tamil nationalism from that of being
ethno linguistic to that of being ethno
religious.

A noteworthy aspect of Sri Lan-
kan Tamil nationalism has been the
virtual absence or non-presence of a
religious component. Unlike the role
of Buddhism in Sinhala nationalist
consciousness Tamil nationalism of
the post Independence era has been
essentially non-religious and secular.
The religious revival movements of
Anagarika Dharmapala and Arumuga
Navalar in the pre-Independent pe-
riod did not strike a parallel course
after Independence. Tamil nationalism
in the early years of Independence
was basically responding and react-
ing to Sinhala nationalism. That it has
over the passage of time assumed
virulent proportions that blur distinc-
tions between the oppressed and
oppressor is another matter. But un-
like ‘Sinhala Buddhism’ Tamil nation-
alism was never dominantly “Hindu
Tamil”. Having a committed Christian
SJV Chelvanayagam as its chief pro-
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ponent from 1947 to 1977 the course
of Tamil nationalism was clearly
charted along non-religious secular
lines.

This Tamil nationalist tradition
continued even after armed Tamil mili-
tancy took over the nationalist strug-
gle. Instead of a religious dimension
most of the movements used revolu-
tionary leftist rhetoric in their dis-
course. Even the ultra nationalist
LTTE continued with the non- reli-
gious nationalist tradition after be-
coming the dominant Tamil entity due
to a variety of reasons. Before the un-
fortunate developments of 1990 the
LTTE had cadres from the Hindu,
Christian and Islamic faiths in their
fold. Even after the Muslims were es-
tranged and expelled, the Christian
component both Protestant and
Catholic increased in the LTTE.

Relatively progressive sections of
the Christian clergy have identified
themselves with the Tamil struggle.
Some continue to do so. Others have
paid the supreme price. A few have
been incarcerated too in the past. Later
as the oppressive conditions imposed
on the fishing communities of Tamil
coastal areas increased a large
number of youths from these areas
joined the LTTE in large numbers. The
greater part of these sections were
Catholic. There is also a significantly
large proportion of Christians among
expatriate supporters of the LTTE.
Adding to this was the secular out-
look of many LTTE leaders including
Prabakharan despite being a devout
Hindu in private.

Secular Tradition

Thus the LTTE due to subjective
and objective conditions continued
to espouse the Tamil secular nation-
alist tradition. A little known story is
about how some Tamil Nadu BJP
members were rebuffed by Praba-
kharan in the mid-eighties. The BJP
delegation had requested Praba-
kharan to change the emphasis of the
struggle from that of a ethnic based
one into that of a religious based one.
Projecting the struggle on Tamil eth-
nic lines alone would restrict support
from India to Indian Tamils alone. If,
however, it was projected as a Hindu
struggle support could be mobilised
in the rest of India including North
India, it was pointed out. The BJP also
said that they would begin publicis-
ing the sufferings of the Hindus by

spotlighting the destruction of tem-
ples in the War.

Prabakharan politely turned them
down. He stressed that the nature and
history of the Tamil struggle was
ethno nationalistic and not religious.
Apart from Hindu temples Christian
churches too were being damaged.
This was because these were seen as
“Tamil’ places of worship and not
Hindu or Christian. The LTTE itself
had a very strong Christian compo-
nent among its cadres and support-
ers. If the Tigers changed the focus
to that of the Hindu religion then
these sections would be disillu-
sioned. Dissension would set in and
the movement would be weakened.
Also the LTTE vision of Tamil Eelam
was that of a secular state. As a part-
ing shot Prabakharan pointed out that
his only Son was named Charles
Anthony in memory of his best friend
and trusted Lieutenant from Trin-
comalee who happened to be a Ro-
man Catholic. Thereafter the Tamil
Nadu BJP has remained aloof from the
LTTE.

Despite this past, current devel-
opments indicate that the rise of the
Hindu Nationalist BJP in India is hav-
ing a demonstrative effect on the
Tamils of Sri Lanka who are prepon-
derantly Hindu. Having suffered so
much in recent times the beleaguered
Tamils are of a frame of mind that
hopes for relief from any quarter. In
that context India has always been a
source of hope in spite of recent po-
litical developments. With the BJP
emerging as a governmental alterna-
tive many Tamil Hindus are naturally
hoping for succour on grounds of reli-
gious affinity. Even Christian Tamils
would not mind this as long as Indian
intervention ensures a peaceful set-
tlement.

All this time the Tamil struggle has
never been viewed in religious terms.
Now a new line of thought has begun
to grow. This tendency is bound to
flourish in the future. The emphasis
would be on appealing to the Hindu
sentiments and hoping for solidarity
on a religious basis. The bulk of the
Tamils in Sri Lanka are Hindus or in
another way the majority of Hindus
in Sri Lanka are Tamils. Therefore the
political struggle here can be pro-
jected in religious terms. This would
in the long run transform the scope
and content of Tamil nationalism from
the secular into that of a Hindu Na-

tionalist one. The fact that the sup-
port potential of ‘Hindu’ India has
never been tapped on those lines
could make this proposition attractive
to even secular nationalists. The In-
dian government being Hindu Nation-
alist would encourage this develop-
ment.

Sign of Change

The signs of this future trend are
quite visible. A north-east based as-
sociation has sent a memorandum
with details about nearly a thousand
Hindu temples being damaged over
the past years in this war. Colombo
based Hindu associations have met
with the Indian High Commissioner
and related their woes. Petitions and
appeals have been sent to the new
BJP government outlining the prob-
lems faced by Tamils including that
of arbitrary detention of Hindu
brahmin priests and their family mem-
bers. Many Hindu organisations have
quickly sent congratulatory mes-
sages to the BJP government. The
Sri Lankan chapter of the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad has in its message
deliberately highlighted the fact that
99% of the Hindus in Sri Lanka are
Tamil. This trend of identifying on a
Hindu basis is likely to increase.with
the passage of time.

It is an indisputable fact that the
Tamils of Sri Lanka are being subject
to severe hardship due to the con-
flict. Despite the professed sincerity
of Chandrika Kumaratunga the real-
ity is that Tamil aspirations are yet to
be fulfilled. On the Other hand Tamil
grievances are mounting quantita-
tively and qualitatively on a daily ba-
sis. The inhuman arrests, detention
and interrogation of thousands of
Tamils in Colombo only on the basis
that they are Tamils is but one nefari-
ous example. In this situation like
drowning persons clutching even at
straws the Indian BJP Hindu option
is eagerly welcomed.

Secondly the Tamil Nadu situa-
tion too has changed. The form of
Tamil nationalism articulated through
the Dravidian ideology has waned.
The Non-brahmin caste vote bank is
fragmented. Karunanidhi and the
DMK have let the Sri Lankan Tamil
cause down badly. A newly emerg-
ing reality in Tamil Nadu is the evolu-
tion of a Hindu consciousness that is
eclipsing the dravidian ethos. The
BJP has come to stay. At least now
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some Tamil parties having some in-
terest in the Sri Lankan Tamils are tied
up with it as opposed to the DMK
that has completely abandoned the
Tamil cause in Sri Lanka. So in one
way the Tamils of Sri Lanka have no
valid Indian option other than to woo
the BJP through playing the Hindu
card.

The long term implications if the
secular credentials of the Tamil strug-
gle were to change on religious lines
which might bring about its fragmen-
tation. Likewise India too faces dan-
gers of a different sort when dissen-
sion emerges as a result of ‘Hindutwa’.
But few have such a perspective. It is
the present and now that matters. So
this religious trend is likely to become
larger and more intense in scope in
the years to come. Tamil nationalism
would be transformed.

The LTTE may not actively en-
courage this at the start. But it will
not oppose it either. It could covertly
promote it as a tactic. Depending
upon its utility value it could adopt
this as a comprehensive strategy in
the future. If this were to become a
reality, the question is whether the
present support that the LTTE re-
ceives from the Catholic and Chris-
tian sections among the Tamils would
continue or not.

If and when this happens the
Sinhala Buddhist nationalists in
Sri Lanka would face new insecurities.
The earlier majority-minority complex
of the Sinhalese seeing themselves
as a minority of fifteen million against
a Tamil majority of sixty million in the
South Asian region would be aggra-
vated once the secular nature of In-
dia dissolves into that of a stridently
Hindu nationalist one and Sri Lankan
Tamil nationalism transforms into
Hindu nationalism then Sinhala fears
would increase. In the new religious
environment the Sinhala Buddhists
would be a smaller minority against
seven hundred and fifty-five million
Hindus. The irony is that the Sinhala
Buddhist nationalists who are deter-
mined to convert Sri Lanka into a
Buddhist theocracy have no moral
right to criticise the BJP enterprise of
‘Hindutwa’.

The real danger in the long term
to the territorial integrity of Sri Lanka
is the potential rise and growth of a
‘unification’ movement on both sides
of the Palk straits on the basis of
‘Hindutwa’. The Indian elite has al-

FIGHTING SHY NUCLEAR BOMBS
AND DEFENSIVE MISSILES

Ramesh Gopalakrishnan

he BJP is one Indian political

paity which never minces its

words, rightly or wrongly. A
number of generals and colonels and
majors who had rejoined the party a
few weeks before the polls were look-
ing forward to this loud declaration.
The BIP, after getting the chance to
lead the new government at the cen-
tre, managed to get its new defence
minister George Fernandes, the once-
Gandhian and left-socialist peace-
monger, to assert that that “We shall
not fight shy of inducting the nuclear
option if there is a need for it”. By
speaking out, which is his forte,
George was doing a double, subtle
act: firstly, he was adhering to the
BJP’s stated position in its election
manifesto and the national agenda set
by the BJP and its pre-, post- and now-
post-post electoral allies; secondly,
he was repudiating his own legacy of
stiff opposition to the existence of all
forms of nuclear weapons in the sub-
continent.

It takes enormous guts to take
such a stand. And George, the hero,
took that stand way back in 1974 when
he wrote a pamphlet against the
doublespeak of Indira Gandhi who
took pride in announcing the first In-
dian peaceful nuclear explosion which
took place in the desert sands of
Rajasthan. George, who was then lead-
ing an incredible railway strike against
Mrs Gandhi’s government, was able
to ridicule her language of nuclear
peace which had invoked none-other-
than Buddha. The code for the suc-

ways been against Sri Lankan Tamil
separatism because it could trigger of
similar tendencies in Tamil Nadu. The
religious dimension however will
change all that. If the Sri Lankan con-
flict continues to drag on then the
danger of Hindu nationalism assum-
ing transnational proportions could
become a reality. The only effective
check to this would be the speedy
resolution of the current conflict. But,
that alas seems to be a never ending
one. Thus the rise of the BJP seems
very likely to transform the Tamil na-
tionalist struggle in Sri Lanka in the
years to come. o

cessful outcome of the explosion went
thus: “The Buddha has smiled”. The
enlightened smile of the Tataghata
was being used to legitimise the ter-
ror and threat of nuclear explosion,
pointed out a wry-similing George,
who was to spend the horrific months
of Mrs Gandhi’s Emergency in under-
ground and in jails.

But the Fernandes of 1998 is a
changed man altogether, though he
dresses and smiles and gets ener-
gised the same way. There are social
and political causes still dear to his
heart, but he has come a long way.
After all, nine years ago, he had been
a minister along with Dr Raja
Ramanna, the father of India’s very-
peaceful nuclear explosion-cum-
Advaitic Vedantin-cum-piano vir-
tuoso, in the National Front govern-
ment led by Mr V P Singh.

For Mahatma Gandhi, the bomb
was the abhorrent symbol of the evil
side of Western civilisation. Auswi-
tschz and Hiroshima had confirmed
the Mahatma’s apocalyptic vision of ~
the direction of Western polity. For
George, who never tires of publish-
ing excerpts from Gandhi, the bomb
is no longer abhorrent; he confesses
that he is just shy talking about the
bomb and he’d like not to fight shy of
talking and having the bomb. One
step ahead, it is evident that the shy-
ness is not with the likes of Ferna-
ndes, but with the bomb itself. Yes,
the bomb was earlier peaceful, now it
is just shy; shy enough not to caress
or rub the wrong side of the United
States which plays equidistant with
India and Pakistan.

India’s shy bombs might well be
the nice answer for Pakistan’s latest
quiet-and-peaceful Ghauri missiles.
Yes, Pakistan’s Nawaz Sharif Mian,
while delivering a lecture at the Natio-
nal Defence College on April 6, went
on to announce the successful test-
firing of the Hatf-V or Ghauri surface-
to-surface missile, with a range of
1,500 km and payload of 700 kilos. Ac-
cording to Pakistan, the test-firing was
peaceful, because it was only a defe-
nsive act in the wake of the new In-
dian government’s national agenda of
not fighting shy of nuclear weapons.




15 APRIL 1998

TAMIL TIMES 27

Well, the Indian media was con-
fused. Was the test done entirely on
Pakistani soil? Of course, the news
was that the missile rose to a distance
of 350 km before hitting its target 1,100
km away. But did the test take place
after an air-sea-alert ? There was no
way of knowing that. Fernandes and
prime minister Atal Vajpayee dis-
counted any threat from the Ghauri,
but Fernandes hinted that the Paki-
stani missile programme would have
had some help from China. Accord-
ing to Fernandes, China was the
mother of this missile. Chinese mis-
siles placed in Tibet have been
targetting India for decades, he re-
called. Well, bombs and missiles hith-
erto had fathers, now it’s the contri-
bution of this great socialist to em-
phasise the motherliness of those who
make them. Well, if those who make
bombs and missiles are motherly, the
weapons themselves can’t be far be-
hind. This explains why Fernandes
went on to state that India’s Prithvi
and Agni missiles would “take care”
of the security interest angle. Such
motherly weapons indeed.

Fathers and mothers will have to
give way to the child. That is nature’s
way. The latest child of the BJP-led
government is the National Security
Council, as stated expressly in the
national agenda. Yeah, the Indian NSC
- the mirror image body of its Paki-
stani, and possibly US’, counterparts
- is being born. The NSC will under-
take India’s first-ever strategic de-
fence review and a Task Force has
been set up by Vajpayee himself for
working out the constitution, role and
function of the NSC.. The Task Force
has three members - former defence
minister K C Pant who switched over
to the BJP from the Congress(I) a few
weeks before the elections, BJP leader
Jaswant Singh, a former army man and
a Vajpayee confidante and Air Com-
modore Jasjit Singh, director of the
Delhi-based Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses who’ll also act
as convenor of the Task Force. The
Task Force will not fight shy of sub-
mitting its report soon and the NSC
will have a peaceful and nice birth
within a month, well before the out-
lays for defence expenditure in the
Indian budget are to be hiked sub-
stantially, never to be brought down
again.

Well, the poor of India and Pakis-
tan, shall have poorer roads, schools

MUSLIMS, FRIENDLESS
IN TAMIL NADU?

T N Gopalan

“The philosophy of Islam suits most
probably all people of the world If Islam
is a superior religion it should take over
the whole Indian people, it should de-
stroy all obstacles to achieve it...” -Periyar
EVR in August 1931.

On a tip-off a police party reached
the spot, thoroughly searched the bag-
gage of the 40-member group, all of them
women, and also interrogated them. It
turned out they were all Haj-bound pil-
grims from neighbouring Kerala. The
world has turned upside down indeed for
the Muslims in Tamil Nadu, constituting
around six per cent of the total popula-
tion. Every Muslim, man or woman, is a
suspect these days, and no tears are shed
if they are indiscriminately arrested and
harassed. Only no one is, as yet, suggest-
ing openly, that they all be repatriated to
Pakistan. That is some mercy perhaps.

But the fact remains that the recent
series of blasts and murders, thanks to a
shocking rise in the Islamic fundamental-
ist activities, have alienated the entire
Muslim population from the Hindu main-
stream.

No doubt the Muslims have always
maintained a separate identity. Unlike the
Christians and other minorities, they have
stubbornly refused to be integrated into
the mainstream or be self-effacing. And
their world view being much more egali-
tarian than that of the Hindus’, they have
attracted the Dalits into their fold in large
numbers and always been viewed with a
mixture of awe and apprehension. But
never have things reached such a sorry
state as today where they are almost to-
tally friendless, and where any kind of
complaint of human rights violation is
lost in the rising din of the demand for
strong action against the terrorists.

It is not perhaps all that an uncanny
coincidence that anti-Muslim feelings
should start running high in the Dravidian
land at a time when the Jayalalitha phe-
nomenon is wreaking havoc on the Tamil
society.

While Jayalalitha as the head of an
avowedly Dravidian party is a resound-
ing repudiation of the Dravidian move-

and hospitals and perhaps no new
employment chances at all, but can
afford to dream of play gadgets like
nice shy bombs and peaceful mis-
siles. [ ]

ment, all that it is supposed to stand for,
the alienation of the Muslims from the
essentially non-Brahmin Tamil society is
a body blow to the Dravidian movement
which has always boasted of its special
relationship with the minorities, the
Muslims especially.

“The period 1925-35 (which saw the
first wave of conversions to Islam by the
lower caste Hindus) incidentally coincides
with the period when the Self-Respect
movement, which was itself founded in
1925, was indulging in its virulent cam-
paign. These conversions were made pos-
sible to a great extent by the constant
exhortations of the Self-Respect move-
ment to embrace Islam... the increasing
activity and mobilisation of the Muslim
proselytising association Isha-at-ul-Islam
started in December 1929, might also have
been prompted largely by the Self-Re-
spect movement’s campaign.. the leaders
spoke in public meetings not only against
Brahmins, Hindu gods and the caste sys-
tem, but also about the grandeur of Islam
and the necessity for untouchables to con-
vert to Islam and to obtain equality and
liberty.” That is from J B More’s “The
Political Evolution of Muslims in Tami}
Nadu and Madras (1930-47).”

The identity of the Muslims with the
movement was so complete at one stage,
during the initial days that is, that the
Muslim leaders could blithely badmouth
the Hindu gods and customs from the
Self Respect platforms.

In fact such perverseness could be
said to have led to a Hindu communal
backlash in the state. That is a different
story though. The point is that in this
land of Periyar EVR the Muslims are
viewed with suspicion, if not outright
hostility.

The unrestrained police zoolum on
the Muslims of Coimbatore in December
last year in which more than 20 persons
were either shot dead, burnt alive or butch-
ered to death in a most gruesome fashion,
and properties worth crores were looted
and destroyed was perhaps a watershed
in the Hindu-Muslim relationship in the
state. What struck this correspondent
most when he visited the textile city in-
western Tamil Nadu was that there was
not a single Hindu soul among those in-
terviewed to shed a tear for the badly
affected muslims.
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It was a terrifying attack never be-
fore seen in Tamil Nadu history. At one
stage the Karunanidhi government found
it unable to control the rioting policemen
and had to bring in the army..

But at the end of it all it was shocking
to find the typical man on the street im-
plicitly justifying the carnage. “Well what-
ever happened to the innocent among the
Muslims is perhaps regrettable. But then
they all asked for it. You cannot allow
organisations like the Al Ummabh to get
away with it all. They have been holding
the local police to ransom by their vio-
lent means, intimidating them with deadly
weapons. Well, If the Muslims cannot
rein in their own boys, they will have to
face the music.” Then there were blasts
in trains on 6 December, on the fifth an-
niversary of the Babri masjid demolition
and the more horrendous, multiple explo-
sions on the eve of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions to coincide with the visit of the BJP
president L K Advani, leading to further
hardening of the Hindu sentiments and
perhaps the debacle of the DMK-TMC
front too.

As has been observed earlier in these
columns the Islamic fundamentalists have
been striking terror in the minds of the
rest of the society for some years now,
executing a series of assassinations of
some key Sangh Parivaar functionaries and

activists besides the bomb explosions kill-
ing mainly uninvolved civilians. Well af-
ter the state police launched a severe cra-
ckdown, in the aftermath of the March
blasts, a Hindu Munnani professor was
hacked to death in Madurai. The police
has been monotonously unearthing huge
cache of explosives, more than 300 kg of
them in the state capital itself and hun-
dreds of Muslim youths have been
rounded up. There is actually a general
state of panic, unclaimed baggage sending
out alarms and any unfamiliar Muslim
man or woman being suspected of worst
possible designs in any locality.

A matter of greater concern is that
none of the score of youth cadres of the
Al Ummabh feel any remorse about what
they have done and were planning to do
before the police closed in on them. “Per-
haps the innocent Hindus suffered a lot
in the Kovai blasts... but what can we
do? You don’t expect us to keep quiet
without wreaking revenge for the atroci-
ties committed against us by the police,”
they say audaciously to the waiting press-
persons when they are brought to the
courts for remand extension.

And their leader, the dreaded
S A Basha, screams out abuses and even
threatens the magistrates right inside the
court halls with dire consequences if he
and his men are not released on bail forth-

with. Well he or his disciples do not get
the bail sought, on the other hand they
manage to leave a bad taste in the mouth
of the judiciary besides making the peo-
ple at large even angrier over their antics.

Itis in such circumstances Jaya-lalitha
is in hysterics over the deteriorating law
and order and is pressing the Vajpayee
government to forthwith dismiss the
DMK regime. “They had sought to de-
stroy Tamil Nadu by encouraging the Ti-
gers in 1989-91 and now through the Is-
lamic fundamentalists,” she says with evi-
dent relish.

After some initial hesitation Karu-
nanidhi has swung into action and has
directed his administration to root out the
Islamic fundamentalists by all means, at
all costs. Even the pro-BJP north Indian
English newspapers concede that Karuna-
nidhi is doing his best to restore law and
order.

For his part Prime Minister Vajpayee
has declared time and again that he would
not invoke Article 356 of the Constitu-
tion and dismiss the DMK government,
making the lady profoundly unhappy.

The dismissal might or might not
come. Everybody though is on tenter-
hooks, not knowing where and when the
terrorists will strike next. Another serial
blasts on the Coimbatore scale, the DMK

(continued on next page)
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EMS: HISTORY AS SUBJECT
OR SUBIECT AS HISTORY?

Ramesh Gopalakrishnan

ery few failed to realise that EMS
VN amboodiripad, the Marxist vet-
eran of South Asia, had kept his
date with history: on the very day the
BJP-led coalition government was ad-
ministered oath of office in Delhi, he
had breathed his last at a private hos-
pital in distant Trivandrum, having
written his daily quota of articles for
Desabhimani, the Malayalam Marxist
paper which he had founded six dec-
ades ago by selling his ancestral and
feudal property in Malabar region.
That was EMS, probably the tall-
est of Marxist leaders of India. Most
Marxists never tire of stressing the
point that it is history and circum-
stances which make Man. At least in
the case of EMS, this is not true: hap-
pily so, since it was he who made his-
tory possible. Elankulam Manakkal
Sankaran Namboodiripad led a quin-
tessentially rebellious youth life in an
orthodox Namboodiri Brahmin family.
And he died at a ripe old age of 90
while preparing for the next round of
battle against the Bharatiya Janata
Party, that complete perversion of In-

(Continued from page 28)

will have lost all its moral right to con-
tinue in office. As a human rights activist
observed in disgust the other day, ?0ne
wonders whether a la Prabhakaran these
fundamentalists are going all out to
destabilise a friendly regime, what a hos-
tile Jaya back in power in order to effec-
tively widen the communal divide with
all the disastrous consequences that such
a course could entail. Already some of
them are telling their Muslim brethren,
“We told you that the Hindu administra-
tion, even the Hindu people in general,
will be fair to us. Let us fight for our
rights courageously. Otherwise we will
be wiped out...”

These are times when the Hindu-tva
plank, backed as it is by a fawning media,
is gaining ever wider acceptance. The fool-
hardy, misguided Muslim boys and girls
(yes, one finds some women activists too
these days) play into the hands of the
Hindu communalists. o

dian philosophy and culture.

I must mention my first contact
was with EMS way back in 1976. As
an impetuous teenager, I had distrib-
uted, among collegemates, audio cas-
settes containing speeches of the late
Jayaprakash Narayan and EMS
against the Emergency of Mrs Indira
Gandhi. It was a pleasure to go back
to the pages of history to learn that
both JP and EMS had been part of
the Congress Socialist Party which
functioned as the left vanguard within
the Congress in the 1930s. The expe-
rience of Emergency left me wonder-
ing how EMS could evade arrest even
as his compatriots like A K Gopalan
were swiftly put into jail. Later, I learnt
that EMS used a combination of strat-
egies to keep alive a public debate
against the Emergency in Kerala and
the CPI chief minister Achuta Menon
would not arrest him!

My second encounter with EMS
was personal, having taken place in
Bangalore in the mid-eighties when I
was introduced as an extremist intel-
lectual to him by a Jawaharlal Nehru
University professor. EMS never
spoke in a condescending tone to a
young hothead like me, took an im-
mediate liking in finding out what I
read and write and never failed to ask
me this same question whenever he
came down to Madras during the next
decade. He was curious to find out
why structuralism and post-moder-
nism would attract someone like me
who had an abiding interest, like him,
in Advaita Vedanta! He too was an
Advaitin, but in his words, his life
was a descent from the world of Gods
and Demons to that of real human
beings. And I retorted that the world
of Gods and Demons was still signifi-
cant to millions in the subcontinent!

Our quiet banter continued till the
CPI(M) conference at Madras in 1992
when he relinquished the post of party
general secretary. During these years,
he used to tell me that my drift away

from Marxism would soon be com-
plete. But it was I who found him at
the receiving end at the time of the
dramatic collapse of the Eastern bloc
and later, the Soviet Union. These and
other shocks were simply powerless
against the strength of his Marxist
convictions, as I was soon to find my-
self beside him in the interpretation
of the BJP-Sangh Parivar’s terrible de-
molition of the Babri Masjid at Ayodh-
ya. It is true that we were way apart in
interpreting Marxism, but were togeth-
er in grasping the significance of such
an act like the Masjid demolition and
the consequent rise of the BJP.

Kunju, as the EMS the child was
called in Elamkulam, once wept when
the hut of an untouchable was demol-
ished to make way for a road to his
tharavad (ancestral house) in Perin-
thalamana taluk of Malappuram dis-
trict. Having lost his father in an early
age, young Kunju was given rigor-
ous training at home in Sanskrit and
later Malayalam, Hindi and English.
Kunju managed to convince his
mother that he has to go to a nearby
school which fully opened him out to
other castes and communities. At the
school, he got closer to the legendary
V T and M B Bhattathiripads and
launched a journal, Unninamboothiri,
against the feudal system “to make
human beings out of the Namboo-
diris”. As a teenager. he occupied
positions in the Yogakshema Sabha
and campaigned for liberating Nam-
boodiri women from oppressive ritu-
als. For all his endeavours including
taking the initiative for the first widow
re-marriage of the community in 1931,
the Namboodiris got him ostracised.
EMS must have got amused when
some left extremist leaders started
accusing him of being Brahminical in
the late seventies and eighties!

As a student of history in Trichur,
Sankaran was clearly drawn by Ma-
hatma Gandhi and he left the college.
His professor lamented that his best
student had left but had an inkling of
what Sankaran was to become when
he said “Sankaran will make history”.
Having joined the Congress, San-
karan came under the fold of Jawa-
harlal Nehru, who, thirty years later
as prime minister, was to dismiss the
first elected communist government
in the world led by none other than
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EMS of Kerala!

Sankaran had met P Krishna Pillai
and other socialist leaders in various
jails and this led to a leftwing criti-
cism of Gandhi’s strategies and tac-
tics vis-a-vis feudalism. Along with
Acharya Narendra Deva, JP and A K
Gopalan, EMS went on to found the
Congress Socialist Party in 1936 ad-
vocating a left line within the Con-
gress during those heady years.
Sankaran’s understanding of land re-
lations in south Asia came to the fore
in 1939, when he, as a legislator, wrote
a dissenting note, rather a thesis, in
favour of tenancy rights. This very
understanding led him to declare, as
chief minister of Kerala in 1958, that
the state police would not interfere in
the resolution of land disputes in fa-
vour of tenants. This was one of the
reasons for his government getting
dismissed by Jawaharlal Nehru.

Sankaran was forced to spend the
few years during the second world
war in underground as the British
became suspicious of the communists
and decided to come down hard on
them. While some communists resur-
faced by going along with the anti-
fascist line and suspended the anti-
colonial stir, EMS could not do so as
the British government was still sus-
picious of him. This was a turning
point in his life, as he completely gave
up the last of the Namboodiri ves-
tiges, namely his food habits. Living
with ordinary farmers and fishermen,
he ate fish and meat and became part
of their life. Somewhere in his writ-
ings, he describes himself as the
adopted son of the working classes!
The dawn of independence gave him
no respite as the Congress govern-
ment decided to ban the Communist

Party in the wake of the Telangana
uprising and the thesis of insurrec-
tion put forth by the late B T Ranadive.
In 1957, EMS went on to lead the
first elected communist government
in the world, attracting international
attention. This was a stupendous feat,
given the fact that communists were
then following the different path of
insurrection in other places including
Cuba. EMS rewrote the communist
programme in India including in it par-
ticipation in governance: an extremely
innovative step. Quite aware as to
what is possible and what is not un-
der the given dispensation, EMS was
willing to try, experiment and learn
from the experience. The steps his
government took in reshaping land
reforms and education had shaken the
entire edifice of the Kerala society and
he was rewarded with dismissal!
These steps laid the foundation for
the policies to be followed by all the
future governments in Kerala. The left
activists were to play a great part in
social reform as well as literacy and
popular science movements of the
seventies and eighties in Kerala.
The sixties witnessed a different
period, with the left movement fissur-
ing into three principal streams. EMS
went along with the CPI(M) condemn-
ing the CPI’s stand of supporting the
Indian ruling classes in the Sino- In-
dian war. EMS’ line of peaceful settle-
ment of the border disputes with
China and Pakistan earned him the
wrath of the Indian establishment,
especially the media. The later break
propelled by the Naxalbaris was to
bring further problems for EMS who
was the first communist to have ar-
ticulated participation in government.
The extremist left wanted to bring

about immediate revolution and this
had created problems for the CPI(M),
especially in West Bengal and Kerala
where it was part of the ruling fronts
for a while.

As general secretary of the
CPI(M) during 1977-92, EMS sought
to practice a balancing act between
governance and social change. This
was reflected on the field at West
Bengal, where the CPI(M) became the
principal political party and en-
trenched itself in governance through
radical land reforms. It was period of
trial and consolidation for the com-
munists and EMS’ theoretical grasp
of going for “inclusive alliances” of
broad masses of people brought sub-
stantial results for the party which
found itself supporting the govern-
ment at the centre (led by V P Singh’
from outside during 1989-91, just be-
fore EMS was to relinquish his post.

EMS was a keen historian and po-
lemicist. Apart from pamphlets, EMS
had written more than 75 books in
Malayalam and 15 in English, mainly
on the Indian independence struggle,
Gandhi and Nehru, social history of
India, especially Kerala and on litera-
ture. His writings on literature, how-
ever, occasionally brought protests
from even left-leaning writers like O V
Vljayan who saw in it atiempts to sub-

‘ordinate art to ideology and defend

the indefensible in communism: dic-
tatorship and erasure of history. And
with this the question can be posed
whether EMS saw history as a prole-
tarian or mass subject which would
achieve the Marxist utopia or he, as a
subject, constitutes a type of contem-
porary history of the subcontient. The
myth of the former is over, and prob-
ably, the latter is true. o
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MATRIMONIAL

Tamil parents seek British
educated professional person
for their attractive daughter
(British born), 27, educated
and qualified in medical pro-
fession in UK. Send photo, full
details. M 1011 c/o Tamil
Times.

Hindu Tamil parents seek
attractive bride for handsome
Computer Consultant son,
vegetarian, 31, 5'11". Send
horoscope details. M 1012 c/o
Tamil Times.

Sister seeks Hindu partner for
brother, 29, Accountant work-
ing in London. Send horo-
scope, details M 1016 c/o
Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
bride in UK, 20-26, for their
son, UK qualified British citi-
zen, graduate engineer, 29, 6',
in good employment. Prefer
professionally qualified bride.
Send horoscope, details. M
1017 c/o Tamil Times.

Mother seeks professional
partner, 31-39, non-smoker,
for attractive working daughter,
UK resident, to match her in
wit, commitment and financial
security. Send horoscope,
details. M 1018 c/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Hindu mother seeks
attractive bride for son, M.Sc.,
5'4”, in early forties, teetotaler,
holding professional, responsi-
ble position in Europe. Send
horoscope, details. M 1019 c¢/o
Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
groom for only daughter,
B.Com., Management Trainee,
Colombo, 27, 5'3-127 good
looking. Professionally quali-
fied person or student about to
complete education welcome.
Please send horoscope, full
details. M 1020 c/o Tamil
Times.

Sister seeks bride for brother,

Ph.D. Engineer, 33, 5'11”, non-
smoker, in good employment
in London. Send details. M
1021 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
reasonably educated vegetari-
an bride for accountancy final-
ist son, 25. Send horoscope,
details. M 1022 c/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
educated bride for British born
son, 30, 6'2", computer gradu-
ate employed in bank. Send
horoscope, details. M 1023 c/o
Tamil Times.

WEDDING BELLS

We congratulate the following
couples on their recent wed-
dings.

Jegamuraleetharan son of
Mr. A.V. Panchadcharam and

late Mrs. Pooranam
Panchadcharam of
‘Jeganpavanam’  Meesalai

West, Meesalai, Jaffna and
Vijayamalar daughter of the
late Mr. Vaithilingam and Mrs.
P. Vaithilingam of
‘Vijayapavanam’,
Pungudutheevu 4, Jaffna on
28.3.98 at Highgate Murugan
Temple, London N6 5BA.

Kirupananthan son of late Mr.
Kanthapillay and Mrs.
Kanthapillay —of Neervely
Centre, Neervely, Jaffna and
Bharathie daughter of late Mr.
S. Balasubramanier and Mrs.
K. Balasubramanier  of
Uyarapulam, Anaicoddai,
Jaffnra on 30.3.98 at Harrow
Teacher Centre, Wealdstone,
Middx. UK.

Ganeshkumar son of late Mr.
Kunaratnam Nadarajah and
Mrs. Yogaranee Nadarajah of
1 Fountainhead Road, Apt
2014, North York, Ontario M3J
1K6, Canada and Paheerathy
daughter of late Mr. Murugesu
Thambiah and Mrs.
Rajapoopathy Thambiah of 2

Hadden Way, Greenford,
Middx., UB6 0DH on 1.4.98 at
Rhodes Memorial
Commonwealth Centre,

Bishop Stortford, Herts.

Somasundaram son of Mr.
and Mrs Ayyakannu Desigar of
Manipay, Jaffna and Chithra
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Satkunananthan of 9A Revell
Road, Kingston, Surrey on
5.4.98 at The Guildford Civic
Centre, Guildford, Surrey.

Sarvesvaran son of Dr. 8. and
Mrs. T. Navaratnam of 5 Windy
Hil!, Hutton, Brentwood, Essex
CM13 2HP and Vaani daugh-
ter of Dr. S. and Mrs. R.
Gnanalingham of 20 Wensley
Drive, Withington, Manchester
M20 3DD on 10.4.98 at
Thurrock Civic Hall, Grays,
Essex.

Rajeev son of Mahinda and

Indra Malalgoda of 96
Celeborn Street, South
Woodham Ferrers, Essex

CM3 7AF and Saloni daughter
of Vinay and Bala Sharma of 2
Grove Road, Edgware, Middx.,
HA8 7NW on 12.4.98 at
Bushey Golf and Country
Club, High Street, Bushey,
Herts.

OBITUARY

Mr. Arumugam Ponnamp-
alam (Papa), beloved hus-
band of the late Annammabh;
loving  father of  Mrs.
Thavamalar Kulasingam
(Canada), Thavapalasingam,
Jeyaraj (both of UK), Mrs.
Pathmamalar
Sivapathasundram  (Jaffna)
and Rajasingam (UK); father-
in-law of the late Kulasingam,
Mrs. Vageswari Thavapala-
singam, Mrs. Kaushalya
Jeyaraj, the late Sivapatha-
sundram and Mrs. Mangaiya-
karasi Rajasingam; grandfa-

ther of Thavaraj, Pathmaraj,
Kularaj, Sri Kanth, Angela,
Manjula, Pravin, Pramila,
Sivarooban, Tharshan and
Navin; great-grandfather of
Gobinath and Mangalanath
passed away peacefully at the
age of 98 on 31st March 1998
in Cheam, UK.

The funeral rites were per-

formed at home on 6th April
and the cremation look place
at North-East Surrey
Crematorium  following a
speech by Mr. N.S. Kandiah
and a prayer by Mr. Sri
Ranghan, both close friends of
Papa for many years.
The members of the family
wish to thank all relatives and
friends who attended the
funeral, sent messages of
sympathy and assisted them in
several ways during the period
of great sorrow. - 119 Mulgrave
Road, Cheam, Sutton, Surrey
SM2 6JU, UK. Tel: 0181 642
0870.

IN MEMORIAM

in cherished memory of Mr.
Chinnathampy Rasiah on the
fourth anniversary of his pass-
ing way on 24.04.94.

Deep in our hearts you will
always stay

Loved and remembered every
day.

Greatly loved, deeply missed
and always remembered by
his sorrowing wife Gunamany,
beloved children Rajan and
Rajini, loving daughter-in-law
Janaki, son-in-law Lakshman,
grandchildren Thabojan,
Prashanth and Sulakshan, sis-
ter-in-law,  nephews and
nieces.

® 14 Greenbriar Avenue,
Wheelers Hill, Melbourne, Vic.
3150, Australia.

® 3818 Campolindo Drive,
Moraga, 94556 California,
USA.
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IN MEMORIAM Ctd

In everloving memory of Mr.
Vellupillai Nadarajah, formerly
Director, Ceylon School! of
Social Work; son of late Mr. &

Mrs. Vellupillai of Chetty
Street, Nallur, Sri Lanka, son-
in-law of the late Mr. K.
Muthulingam and  Mrs.
Muthulingam of Tellipallai, Sri
Lanka on the seventh anniver-
sary of his passing away on
4.4.91.

Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by his beloved
wife Muthu Ambikai; daughter-
Dr. Sakunthala; son Dr.
Ravindran; son-in-law  Dr.
Suresh Thayalan; daughter-in-
law Meera; grandchildren
Arjun, Nisha and Athiya. - 11
Baronia Croft, Highwoods,

Colchester, Essex CO4 5EF.

In loving memory of Mr.
Visvalingam Sivasubraman-
iam, Principal ~ Emeritus
Skanda Varodaya College,
Chunnakam on the second
anniversary of his passing
away on 26.4.96.

Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by his beloved
wife Sironmany; children Dr.
Sivanandarajah,
Sivagnanasunderam, Dr.
Sivapalan, Sivathasan,
Sivaratnam, Sivamanoharan

and Sivaloshanadevi; son-in-
law Thavarajah; daughters-in-
law Manimehaladevi, Anandhi,

Yogeswary, Kamaladevy,
Supathiradevi and Devabhi;
grandchildren  Sutharshan,
Priyatharshini, Suseenthiran,
Suhanthan, Sutharshika,
Suloshan, Suthaharan,
Sulakshan, Arooran,

Gajamohana, Gajaharan and
Vaishna. - 135A Sudbury
Avenue, Wembley, Middx.
HAO 6AW. Tel: 0181 385 0477.

In loving memory of Mrs.
Grace Nagaratnam Rasiah of
Varuththalai-Vilan and lavalai;
beloved wife of the late Mr.
M.A. Rasiah (Former
Headmaster) on the First
Anniversary of her passing
away on 5th April 1997.

With fondest thoughts and
prayers from her family - 40
Hillingdon Road, Kingswood,
Watford, Herts. WD2 6JG.

In loving memory of our
beloved

Amma

Appa
Leelawathy Saravanamuttu

Ilankanathan llankanathan

Born: 24.08.32 Born: 31.10.22
Rest: 28.04.96 Rest: 18.02.54

You are greatly missed forever
And are in the thoughts of
All your family and friends.

Fondly remembered and sadly
missed by your ever-loving
daughter Umila, son-in-law
Kuha, grand daughters Shobi
and Ranji. - 58 Ringwood,
South Bretton, Peterborough
PE3 9SH. Tel: 01733 262760.

Pradeep Jeganathan
(Born: 01.12.64)
(Died: 31.03.97)

One year ago loday

You were cruelly taken away.
Now there is only bitterness
Desperation and loneliness.
For us we bemoan your loss
It is hard to bear this cross.
Never a day begins or ends
Without a thought of you.

IN MEMORIAM

Hopes and dreams for you we had
All were shattered and left us sad. ™
Sweet memories of you none can steal

The pain in our hearts only God can heal.

Affectionately remembered and profoundly missed by his par-
ents, sister, brothers, brother-in-law, sisters-in-law, nephews,
niece, uncles, aunts and cousins.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
May 1 Sashdi.

May 3 Feast of St. Philip & St.
James.

May 4 Feast of Martyrs of
England & Wales.

May 7 Ekathasi.

May 8 Pirathosam; Feast of
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.

May 11 Full Moon.

May 13 Feast of Our Lady of
the Fatima.

May 14 Feast of St. Matthias.
May 16 Feast of St. Brenden.
May 18 Feast of St. John .

May 20 Feast of &St
Bernadine.

May 22 Ekathasi; Feast of St.
Rita.

May 23 Sanipirathosam.
May 25 Amavasai; Karthigai.

May 26 Feast of St Philip
Neri.

May 27 Feast of St. Augustine.

May 29 Sathurthi.
May 31 Sashdi; Whit Sunday:

June 7 Association of Sri
Lankan Catholics in UK organ-
ises Feast of St. Anthony of
Padua at Saints Michael &
Martin’s Catholic Church, 94
Bath Road, Hounslow, Middx.
Holy Rosary at 2pm followed
by concelebrated Holy Mass.
Refreshments in Parish Hall.
Tel: 0976 519 714.

At the Bhavan Centre, 4A
Castletown Road, London
W14 9HQ. Tel: 0171 381
3086/4608.

May 3 6.00pm Karnatic Vocal
by Lalgudi Lalitha Krishan from
India.

May 28, 30 & 31 Lalitha
Srinivasan  of  ‘Nupura’,
Bangalore conducts
Bharatanatyam workshop.
May 31 6.00pm Bharata-
natyam by Artistes of Nupura
School, India, along with their
Guru Lalitha Srinivasan.

ANCHORAGE

Residential Care Home for Elderly
Regd. with LONDON BOROUGH OF CROYDON

Member of NATIONAL CARE HOME ASSOGIATION
30 WOODSTOCK ROAD, CROYDON CRO 1JR

Situated in an elite residential area close to Whitgift
Shopping Centre, BR Station and Bus Routes
Providing long or short term care in a homely atmosphere
Double and Single rooms with different views,
some with en-suites.
for further details please Tel:

0181 667 0093
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SCOT Makes Progress

The Standing Committee of Tamil
Speaking People (SCOT) has received
feedback and newspaper reports regard-
ing the implementation of several projects
of relief and rehabilitation approved during
the period September to November 1997.

The following were approved during the
period December 1997 to February 1998

@ Jaffna University Hospital Develop-
ment fund: £ 1200 for the payment of
allowances to medical students to under-
take basic clinical work to ease work load
due to shortage of staff.

@ University Scholarship Fund. £ 1000 to
Batticaloa University and £ 2000 to Jaffna
University. These amounts were donated
by well-wishers and set up in memory of
their loved ones to help disadvantaged stu-
dents.

@ Sri Lanka Red Cross Society, Jaffna
Branch: £2500 to facilitate primary health
care in Maruthankerny, Irupalai, Karanvai,
Udupiddy and Neervely, which are areas
without access to any medical facility. This
project is co-funded by the League of
Friends of the University of Jaffna.
(LOFUJ).

@ Peoples’ Welfare Organisation, Kopay:
£800 to purchase sewing machines and
typewriters to train youth in the respective
skills to gain employment.

SCOT receives several more requests
for very useful projects, finds its resources
extremely limited and appeals for help.
Those interested, please write to Project
Officer, SCOT, 107 Coleman Court, Kimber
Road, London SW18 4PB or telephone
0181 870 9897.

Amuthavanee’s Veena
Arangetram

The Veena Arangetram of Amuthavanee,
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Anpananthar of
Shelly Avenue, Manor Park, London E12
and pupil of Guru Smt Rudrani
Balakrishnan took place on 6th September
1997 at The Broadway Theatre, Barking,

Essex before a distinguished gathering of
musicians and music lovers. The Chief
Guest was Sangeetha Kalanidhi Thanjai
K.P. Sivanandam, former Dean of the
Faculty of Fine Arts, Annamalai University
and the Guests of Honour were Innisai
Venthan Thiru Pon Suntharalingam and
Dr. V.G. Santhosam. The evening’s events
were compered by Mr. Wimal Sockanathan
and the accompanying artistes were Sri
Muthu Sivarajah on Miruthangam, Sri
Arunsalam Gananathan on Ghatam and
Sri  Kandiah Sithamparanathan on
Morsing.

The Chief Guest in his speech applauded
Amuthavanee on her excellent rendering
of all the swaras with great ease for nearly
three hours without any hesitation or
pause. He complimented her on what
appeared to be a professional perfor-
mance rather than an arangetram. He
hoped that she would perform many more
concerts in the future and become a Veena
Vidushaki.

Chelvathamby Aruchuna
- An Appreciation

Chelvathamby Aruchuna, who passed
away in Colombo on February 16, 1998 at
the ‘age of sevenly three hailed from
Thambasitty, Puloly West, Point Pedro. He
was a Public Officer attached fo the Post
and Telecommunication Department, Sri
Lanka. At the time of his retirement in
1982, he was a Regional Administrative
Officer in the Department.

Right through his working and retired life,
Chelvathamby Aruchuna was humble and
concerned about the dispossessed in soci-
ety. He was not merely concerned, but has
rendered valuable service for the better-
ment of the downtrodden and underprivi-
leged. This is reflected in his activities dur-
ing and after his public service.

During his public service he was a Trade
Union activist and was President of the
Postal Clerical Service Union. Through
Trade Union activities he rendered valu-

_ able service towards the welfare of the dis-

possesed - the working class. After retire-
ment, he returned to his native village of
Thambasitty to re-establish the links with
his roots. There again he continued his
social service by humble ways and means.

The most notable and noble service he
rendered towards the betterment of the
dispossessed in Thambasitty was English
Language tutoring. For several years he
conducted English Language classes free
of charge for the children of the village,
who were mostly poor. He was fondly
addressed as ‘Aruchuna Appa’ by the vil-

lage folk, particularly children.

Amidst a number of fee levying tutories
round Point Pedro here was a person offer-
ing free tuition which was a gift to the chil-
dren of the poor villagers. As an apprecia-
tion of his selfless service, some pupils
offered him fees which he politely turned
down. Some of them pleaded that at least

that he should accept a small sum as a
token of their appreciation, but he contin-
ued to refuse material gratitude from his
(mostly poor) pupils. He was the living tes-
timony of a selfless social volunteer. His
humbleness was further demonstraed by
his shunning publicity.

Once his service as an English
Language teacher was sought on a month-
ly remuneration which he refused and said,
‘ have the moral satisfaction that | have
tutored several pupils to obtain a credit
pass in English Language in the G.C.E.
O/L examination’. It was this moral satis-
faction that he was after and not any mate-
rial benefit or cheap publicity.

There were times when his noble attitude
of selflessness conflicted with the interests
of some of his near and dear ones.
However he has not been vengeful and
treated with kindness those who had been
unkind to him. Though he hailed from a
semi-feudal family, his eternal link was with
the man in the ctreet. This was reflected in
the way he died, which took place when he
collapsed and passed away on a street in
Wellawatte in Colombo.

The most fitting tribute one can make to
this unsung social volunteer is not an
appreciation of this kind, but to follow his
footsteps and render selfless service
towards the betterment of the dispos-
sessed of our native soil.

Muttukrishna Sarvananthan.

Appointment in Canada

Mr. Siva Sivaramalingam of Scarborough
has been appointed a member of the
Council of the College of Chiropodists of
Ontario for three years by the Lieutenant
Governor of the Executive Council of
Ontario.

Mr. Sivaramalingam is a Vice President
of the Ontario Senior Tamils' Centre, Vice
President for Society for the Aid of Ceylon
Tamils and a member of the Board of
Directors of Canada Ceylon  Tamils
Chamber of Commerce.

Federation of Saiva (Hindu)
Temples UK
The above Federation which was
recently inaugurated is organising a
Saiva Conference on the 11th and 12th
of July 1998 at the Lewisham Theatre,
Rushey Green, Catford, London SE6.
Saiva Educationists, Aatheena
Karthaas from Tamil Nadu, Sri Lanka,
Malaysia and Europe are expected to
take part in this conference.

Further details couid be obtained from
the various temples, Tamil Schools and
Tamil Organisations.

A.T.S.Ratnasingham  N.Satchithananthan
Chairman Secretary
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J. KULENDRAN Nathan & Chelva
Beddington Insurance Solicitors
Services (Wimbledon) Ltd YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR HAPPINESS

. _ We offer you Prompt and Proper Service in all
157A Hartfield Road, Wimbledon, Legal Matters. Legal Aid Work also undertaken.

London SW19 3TJ Partners: K. Cheiva-Nayagam LLB, T. Sri Pathma Nathan,

Tel: 0181-543 5181 Fax: 0181-543 0728 {Former Advocate of Sri Lanka)
169 Tooting High Street, London SW17 0SY
® Fast cars . .
@ Young drivers Tel: 0181-672 1?00 Fax: 0181-672 0105

® Convictions, etc.

® Contents and Buiklings T.S.T. SKY TRAVEL

j| ® Commercial and Domestic

Funding * We offer you flights on scheduled airlines at a
fair price

@ Business Insurance * We specialise in flights to Sri Lanka, India, Malaysia,

® Liability Singapore, USA, Canada & Australia

® Indemnity, etc. *  We will gladly refund the price difference if you can

convince us that you could have got the same ticket

Fully Computerised Guaranteed Quotes and cheaper elsewhere on the same date of purchase.
Instant Cover For Motor Vehicles o Please contact Mr. S}.J l::ruchelvam
H 1ce siaence

Payment by Instalments Available 955 Haydons Road, 69 Toynbee Road
Wimbledon Wimbledon
London SW19 8TY London SW20 8SH
Tel: 0181-543 3318 Tel: 0181-542 5140

O
Personal effects TRAVEL Ltd

afir s 0oam | SHIPPING & AIR CARGO TO GOLOMBO - MADRAS

& weekends BOMBAY - KUALA LUMPUR - TORONTO - MONTREAL

Beonimsudsir SO0 CLTEGMISS! HarehFILITISHEHEE ~ 01
Aywwre, FRASMHWIT Crme. DOOR TO DOOR

L .. . . . .. . COURIER SERVICE TO
* Qambuse yfiusrh HEGHS 2 6rarg Gasmeau. (16 Sermugem) * Coullmeuls COLOMBO & MADRAS
Quilpsaflsd\ g, P Sjemaflevrsr afliutL QT GTEsT susmy. K S, LHYID

R . . " . . R (DOCUMENTS ONLY)
20312 , 40 3jip (P UTESS FTEHGSEHEE AllGFL &L L aord. K flsremT 2 HusH FROM £20

WK EMD, Wik ST SUED ST, 2 LG TemhiGT. % Fnemel WkHITD, Galt erger’ Gl
Gumstrm o GLILTsUEnET LAGTETT 2 LSTemTRISEhs@ auflaflud@. 4
o WIEHl QUIGATEERE® BVRMEIWT LD almEyb sy SN aAGafin s Hsar aaﬂmuu@eﬂmmm

@ 2 nusemmaiu eflurar Gurd ComeusE Thismar BTORST. @

; - T
We Prouide Woodgreen Bussiness Centre QAir 4 Sea carga -
World-wide destinations
pr Wz Suite 412, Ashley House
(4 . © Collecting UK wide
Services Warldouide 235 High Road, Woodgregn © Goods suppied
: London N22 4HF - for export VAT lree‘:
61 0’ Containers-£1000
gg?mu@a;rrmm@mmgmmn&m TEL 01 81 -889 8486 92 on

© Motorcars - £600 )
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Harry Mahendran
Asoka Fernando

.. FAX:0181-889 2676
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0 he irst & Pest Hamil Jeweller “In Yondon
D w

VISIT US NOW WIDE RANGE
FOR LATEST OF STOCKS
ALWAYS

AVAILABLE

22CT. GOLD
JEWELLERIES

Thali Kodi, Necklace Jimmikkies,
sets, Pathakkams, Panchayuthams,
Various types Chains, Bangles
of Ear Studs Etc. Etc...
WE ARE AT YOUR SERVICE WE PERFORM
SEVEN DAYS A WEEK THALI POOJA AS WELL

230 UPPER TOOTING ROAD, TOOTING, LONDON SW17 7EW
TEL: 0181-767 3445, FAX: 0181-767 3753
Web: http://www.luxmi.com/western
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"WE ARE ATOL BONDED FOR THE PROTECTION OF OUR CLIENTS"
R il e lllblbl]l DN

Call: Pathmabaskaran, Shankar or ()ash -

{19 Tooting High street, London SW17 0SY Mt
Tel: 0181-672 9111 (6Lines)

Internet: http:/skywings.co.uk E.Mail: bala@skywings.co.uk Mabhile: 0850 876 921, Fax: 0181-672 0951
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VISA SERVICE AVAILABLE FOR INDIA, USA, CANADA We are holding seats
AND MANY MORE DESTINATIONS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR TO
ALL MAJOR #COLOMBO %MADRAS #SINGAPORE
CREDIT CARDS MAIN AGENT FOR%? #KUALA LUMPUR #AUSTRALIA
AIRLANKA #USA *CANADA

ROYAL _JORDANIAN AZr9,2 AZM Open 7 days a week
— AGENT FOR BRITISH AIRWAYS, EMIRATES from 0930 till 2130hrs
GULF AIR, BALKAN, MALAYSIAN & QATAR AIRWAY

e ————




SHIPPING - AIR FREIGHT — TRAVEL

UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE - PERSONAL EFFECTS, HOUSEHOLD GOODS
VEHICLES, MACHINERY ETC.

70 COLOMBO AND OTHER WORLD WIDE DESTINATIONS
MAIN AGENT FOR AIRLANKA

Passenger Tickets and UUnaccompanied Baggage %7

7 Bonded by the Civil Aviation Autharity for your financial security

Please Contact Us For Various Discounted Fares
To Colombo And Other World Wide
Destinations

GLEN CARRIERS LIMITED

14 Allled Way, off Warple Way, Acton, London W3 0RQ
Telephone: 0181 740 8379/0181 749 0585 q

Fax: 0181 740 4229

BEOMDED WAREHOUSE
Laksiriseva, 253/3 Avissawella Road, Colombo 14 Tel: 575576 14385

e e

APPLE AI R For All Type of Insurance

MAIN AGENT for COLOMBO .
o | ARM Associates

BRITISH AIRWATS — QATAR  SALKAN // Home Contents & Building Insurance Specialist
TEL: 0181 563 0364 32 Abbots Lane, Kenley, Surrey

Tel: 0181-763 2221 Fax: 0181-763 2220

FAX: 0181 748 4912
| Home, Motor, Business Insurance

BALKAN £350 + TAX

KUWAIT £376 + TAX P. SRINIVASAN

sULF £396 + TAX

EMIRATES £fﬂ5 + Tﬁ}i Life Insurance & Pensions Specialist
QATAR £370 + TAX For a Free comparison gquote on
BA ON REQUEST Term Assurance, please contact:

Main Agents for .'@ BARA
BALKAN, QATAR & BA R 0181-763 2221 =<

3BA King Street, 3 | Regulated by Personal Investment Authority
73208 London W6 03RR for Investment Business only.

Travel Insurance plus Hotel Reservations

http:iwww. p-srinivasan-arm.co.uk
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