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Govt. Unveils Political Package

'The LTTE was never against a peace
settlement, . \Whether it is peace or war,
we are ready for both. IT the government
halts its mililary operations and creates
the necessary atmosphere for peace by
showing concern for the day to day living
needs of the Tamil people, we are yel
prepared for political negotiations. If on
the other hand, the povernment tries to
shut'the doors against peace for all time,
«¢« we will have no option but to. .. set
about carving out our own state in which
our people can live in'peace and dignity." |5

President Chandrika Kumaratunga

| L uduring the 50 years since the end of
- the colonial era, the aspirations of the

5+ Tamil people were not adequately
fulfilled. . The firsl lask is, therefore, a
new approach predicated on ungualif-
ied acceptance of the fact that the Tamil
people have genuine grievances for
which solutions must be found... We
have a vision of Sri Lanka where all
K communities can live in safety and
s ‘security where human dignity is valued,
and equality of treatment is an accepted
norm: of public life'.

LTTE Spokesman, Anton Balasingham

a4




2 TAMIL TIMES 15 AUGUST 1995

TAPROBANE TRAVEL

+*
0000
—

KLV

Royal Dutch Airlines

Sri Lanka Tours

WE ARE JIATA BONDED FOR THE PROTECTION OF OUR CLIENTS
I:OLE AGENTS FOR ISSUING

KEM TICKETS AT THESE FARES[

THREE FLIGHTS
WEEKLY

LONDON - COLOMBO - LONDON

AIR CONDITIONED
AIRPORT TRANSFERS
KATUNAYAKE/COLOMBO
£8 PER PERSON

Depart London
Tuesday Friday & Saturday |  From £485 refurn (16 Aug-31 Aug)
Depart Colombo From £380 return (01 Sept-30 Nov)

Wednesday,Saturday &
Sunday

»

ADDITIONAL CHARGES £40 ONLY FROM REGIONAL AIRPORTS-
BRISTOL,B'HAM,CARDIFF,M'CHESTER,NEW CASTLE,ABERDEEN,BELFAST,EDINGBURGH AND Gl ASGOW

Transit Visa for Amsterdam not requited for Sri Lankans with permanent residency in the UK

INSTANT CONFIRMATION OF SEATS FROM OUR SPECIAL ALLOCATION

AIRLANKA - TOP AGENT 1992/93 &94

LEADING AGENT 1995
RETURN FARES TO COLOMBO JULY '95-APRIL '96

01 Sep -31 Oct £430  (Valid 3 months)
' 01 Nov -30 5 i
0l Aug-10Aug  £595 ov-30Nov  £385 (Vaild 1month)
01 Dec-02Dec  £430  (Valid 3 months)
31 Dec -30 April'96 £410  (Valid 3 Months)

DECEMBER ADVANCE PURCHASE FARES

3 - 10 DECEMBER £445* (NOT VALID for retum 1-10 1AN)

11-20 " £510
21-23 * £600

4.3 " £445 (NOT VALID for retum 1-10 JAN)
w&m“ ‘
GULF AIR

11 Aug -31 Aug £485% (Not valid for retum 27/8-7/9)

16 AUG - 30 NOV £390 RETURN
AN EMERGENCY PHONE SERVICE - ONLY FOR IMMEDIATE TRAVEL
0860 439 483

For reservations contact our Travel Consultants- Kamini,Daphne, Nipuni or Upali

- London Office 4,Kingly Street,London WI1R 5LF
 Tel: 0171-437 6272/3,.0171-734 9078 &

Colombo Office- 252 Galle Road,Colombo 4. Tel: 587767




15 AUGUST 1995

TAMIL TIMES 3

‘I do not agree with a word
of what you say. but I'll .

defend to the death your
“.right to say it:
- Voltaire.

ISSN 0266-4488
Vol.XIV No.8
15 AUGUST 1995

Published by

TAMIL TIMES LTD
P.0. BOX 121
SUTTON, SURREY SM1 3TD
UNITED KINGDOM
Phone: 0181-644 0972
Fax: 0181-241 4557

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
UK/India/Sri Lanka ......cceeee £15/US$25
Australia Aus$45
Canada Can$40
USA Uss3s
All other countries......veenee £20/US$35

Views expressed by contributors
are not necessarily those of
the editor or publishers

The publishers assume no
responsibility for return of
unsolicited manuscripts,
photographs or artwork

CONTENTS

Gowt.’s Political Package for
Solving Ethnic Conflict. . ....... 4

A Political Mask to Cover
Military Designs — LTTE......... 7

Political Package: Federalism in
all but Name.................. 8

Political Package: an Instrument
for Effective Sharing of Power...9

News Review................ 11
Ethnic Conflict and the West. .. 17
Most Radical, Most Enlightened,

Most Progressive............. 18
Facing the Challenge Effectively
and Honestly................ 20
Beliefs & Myths in

Lankan Conflict. ............. 23
Tamil Nadu Newsletter. ....... 26

Readers Forum.............. 29

The Political Package

Looking at the reactions from the more important capitals of the world to the
political package for the resolution of the ethnic conflict unveiled recently by
the Government of Sri Lanka, one cannot fail to appreciate that it has been
universally welcomed as a commendable and courageous effort.

In substance, what has been offered through this package is a
fundamental and radical constitutional reorganisation of the Sri Lankan polity
and the unitary structure into a model federal system based on a well defined
scheme of power sharing. Sri Lanka is no longer to be a unitary State and is
to become a Union of Regions. The package envisages a substantial
divesting of power from the Centre to eight Regions, one of which is to be the
merged Northeast Region.

The subjects and functions of the State are to be shared between the
Centre and the Regions on the basis of a well defined and delineated
Regional List and a Reserved List. The Centre is to have no power of
interference over the subjects and functions designated in the Regional List.

The executive power hitherto vested in an all powerful Executive
President is to be shared between the Centre and the Regions, the
President acting on the advice of the Prime Minister and the Cabinet of
Ministers, and at the regional level by the Governors acting on the advice of
the Chief Minister and Board of Ministers. The Regional Council will have
exclusive legislative power over all of its specified subjects and functions
untrammelled by interference from the Centre. There is to be a Regional.
Public Service with a Public Service Commission, a Regional Judiciary with
a High Court and inferior courts with a Judicial Service Commission, a
Regional Attorney General, a Regional Police Service with an IGP appointed
by and accountable to the Chief Minister of the Region. All State land is to be
vested in the Regional Council. Powers of Regional Councils to raise taxes
and other forms of income will include the power to negotiate directly foreign
investment, international grants and loans and development assistance.

There is no doubt that the constitutional dispensation offered by the
govemment’s proposals provide a constitutional instrument for effective
sharing of State power, legislative, executive and judicial. By any standard of
analysis or comparison, it not only represents a substantial advance on all
previous ill-fated proposals made by previous governments, but also
satisfies the tests of a reasonable advanced federal system

In proposing the political package with such wide-ranging political
structural and constitutional implications, one must recognise that President
Kumaratunga and her government have taken grave political risks. That
must be self evident from previous attempts to resolve the ethnic crisis
thrown off course by orchestrated opposition, and the opposition that is now
sought to be mounted at the instigation of chauvinists in the south against
the government'’s proposals.

In this context, there is a special responsibility that falls on the main
players in the ongoing war, the government and the LTTE. The Peoples
Alliance Government was elected on a promise to bring about peace. It did
not have a mandate to continue the war.

On the other hand it may be well to recall that the LTTE has very often
stated that they would consider a political package presented by the
government that would meet the aspirations of the Tamil people as an
alternative to their demand for a separate state, and let the Tamil people
decide. The government has now presented its alternative package. It is now
the turn of the LTTE and the Tamil people to respond, and respond
positively. Let history not record that another viable chance for the peaceful
resolution of the conflict was missed by the failure on the Tamil side.

It is futile now to go into the question as to why there was a resumption of
hostilities between the LTTE and government forces and to apportion blame.
The opportunity of the publication of the government’s proposals presents
an ideal chance for both parties to get back to the negotiating table. The
government would not lose anything by sending its proposals to the LTTE
and asking for their views. And the LTTE could in turn offer a cessation of
hostilities and seek negotiations on the political package with the govern-
ment.
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Govt’s Political Package
For Solving Ethnic Conflict

PREAMBLE

The government, in its policy state-
ment on June 6th 1995 stated that:
‘Our Government is committed to a
peaceful resolution of the ethnic con-
flict. We have a vision of Sri Lanka
where all communities can live in
safety and security, where human
dignity is valued and equality of treat-
ment is an accepted norm of public life.
We believe that all communities must
be given the space to express their
identity, and participate fully in the
life of the nation, whether it be at the
national, provincial or local level. . .

‘With these objectives in view the
government is seeking to re-build the
constitutional foundations of a multi-
ethnic, plural society based on the
following principles:

a) promoting a vision of Sri Lanka
where all communities can live in
safety and security and their hu-
man dignity is valued and equality
of treatment is an accepted norm of
public life;

b) ensuring that all communities be
given the space to express their
distinct identity and promote that
identity including the right to enjoy
their own culture, profess and prac-
tice their own religion, and nurture
and promote their own language
including the right to transact busi-
ness with the state in the national
language of their choice;

c) ensuring that all persons may
fully and effectively exercise all
their human rights and fun-
damental freedoms without any
distinction and in full equality be-
fore the law;

d) giving recognition to Sinhala and
Tamil as official languages and
recognising English as a link lan-
guage;

e) providing an effective constitu-
tional framework for the sharing of
power with the regions based on an
internally consistent and coherent
value system. There would be clar-
ity and consistency in the distribu-
tion of power between the centre
and the regions and the scheme
would be one which is capable of
effective implementation and in-
clude structures for the just and
equitable resolution of centre re-
gion disputes;

f) ensuring that all communities
participate fully in the life of the

nation whether it be at national,
regional or local level, thereby en-
couraging the regions and the com-
munities which inhabit them to
become constructive partners in a
stable and pluralistic democracy.

1. STRUCTURE OF
DEVOLUTION

1.1 Unit of Devolution

A regional council will be estab-
lished for every province identified by
a new schedule to the Constitution.
One of the regions would be consti-
tuted by redemarcating the existing
boundaries of the present North-East
Province in full consultation with a
view to reconciling Sinhala, Tamil and *
Muslim interests.

1.2 Regional Councils

A Regional Council will consist of
such number of deputies as may be
determined by law. A Regional Coun-
cil will, unless sooner dissolved, con-
tinue for a period of five years. There
will be a Speaker and a Deputy Speak-
er for each Council

1.2.1 Legislative power in the region
will be vested in the Regional Council.
Every region may make laws applic-
able to the region with respect to any
subject set out-in the regional list. The
Regional Council will have no jurisdic-
tion over the Reserved List.

1.3 The Governor

There will be a Governor for each
region for which a Regional Council
has been established, appointed by the
President with the concurrence of the
Chief Minister of the Region.

1.3.1 The Governor will vacate his
office upon:

(a) resignation;

(b) a two-thirds majority of the Region-
al Council passing a vote of no
confidence;

(c) removal by the President.

1.3.2 The Governor may summon,
dissolve and prorogue the Regional
Council on the advice of the Chief
Minister.

Chief Minister and the Board

of Ministers

The Governor will call upon the
person who commands the confidence
of the majority in the Regional Council
to form the Regional administration.

1.4.1 The Chief Minister cannot be
removed from the office so long as he
enjoys the confidence of the Regional
Council.

1.4.2 Executive power in the Region
will be vested in the Board of Ministers
who will be appointed by the Governor
on the advice of the Chief Minister.
The Board of Ministers and the Chief
Minister will be collectively responsi-

_ble to the Regional Council. Ministers

will be collectively responsible to the
Regional Council.

Capital Territory

The territory comprising the cities of
Colombo and Sri Jayawardenapura-
Kotte will be excluded from the juris-
diction of the Regional Council consti-
tuted for the Western Region and will
be administered directly by the Cen-
tre, in such manner as the Centre may
think fit.

2. FINANCE

2.1 There will be a National Finance
Commission entrusted with allocating
grants to the region, keeping in mind
the objectives of balanced regional
development.

2.2 Regional Councils will have the
powers of taxation in certain specified
areas, and the Constitution will re-
quire other revenue sharing arrange-
ments.

2.3 Regional Councils will have the
power to borrow as well as to set up
their own financial institutions. Inter-
national borrowings above a pre-
scribed limit will require the concurr-
ence of the Centre.

2.4 Regional Councils may regulate
and promote foreign direct invest-
ment, international grants and de-
velopment assistance, subject to such
conditions as may be specified by the
Centre.

3. LAW AND ORDER

3.1 There will be a regional police
service headed by a Regional Police
Commissioner appointed by the Chief
Minister, in consultation with the Gov-
ernor of the Region. The Regional
Police Commissioner will be responsi-
ble to, and function under the control,
of, the relevant Chief Minister. The
Regional police service will investigate
all offences against persons and prop-
erty.

3.2 There will be a national police
service responsible for investigating
offences against the state, threats to
national security, offences related to
elections, inter-province crimes and
international crimes. The national
police service will be headed by the
National Police Commissioner and will
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be responsible to the Central Govern-
ment.

3.3 The recruitment, transfers with-
in the region, dismissal and disciplin-
ary control of members of the regional
police service will be the responsibility
of the Regional Police Commission.

3.4 There will be a National Police
Commission, the functions of which
will include the transfer of the police
officers from one region to another in
consultation Regional Police Commis-
sioner;

3.5 The National Police Commission
and the Regional Police Commission
will both be appointed by the Constitu-
tional Council. In the case of appoint-
ment of the Regional Police Commis-
sion, the Constitutional Council will
act in consultation with the Chief
Minister of the region in question.

4. LAND AND SETTLEMENT

4.1 Land will be a devolved subject and
State land within a region will be
vested in the Regional Councils. State
land within a Region required for the
purposes of the Centre in respect of a
reserved subject may be utilised by the
Centre in consultation with the re-
levant Regional Council in accordance
with such procedures as may be estab-
lished by law.

4.2 Priority in future land settle-
ment schemes will be given to persons
first of the district and then of the
Region.

5. EDUCATION

5.1 Education and Higher Education
will be devolved subjects included in
the regional list.

5.2 Certain specified schools and
universities may be declared ‘Nation-
al’ institutions administered by the
Centre.

5.3 The recruitment, transfer and
disciplinary control of teachers other
than those in National Schools will be
the responsibility of the Regional
Council.

5.4 Training of teachers will be the
responsibility of both the Centre and
Regional Council, depending on
whether such teachers are to be re-
cruited to the national or regional
boards

5.5 Curriculum development in re-

gional schools will be the responsibility

of the Regional Councils. Minimum
standards will be set by the centre.
5.6 There will be a National Educa-
tion Commission composed of repre-
sentatives of the Centre and the re-
gions entrusted with the following
functions:-
a) identifying ‘National’ schools and
Universities in consultation with

regional chief ministers and stipu-
lating criteria for admission into
these national schools and universi-
ties.

b) setting minimum standards with
regard to training, examination,
curriculum and employment of
teachers.

6. ADMINISTRATION OF
JUSTICE

6.1 There will be a High Court in
every region. The High Court will
exercise criminal, appellate and writ
Jurisdiction within the region.

6.2 The Regional Judicial Service
Commission, which will be appointed
by the Constitutional Council in con-
sultation with the Chief Minister of
the region, will consist of the Chief
Judge of the High Court and the two
High Court judges next in seniority.

6.3 Regional Judicial Service Com-
mission will be responsible for the’
appointment of Regional High Court
Judges and minor judiciary within the
Region. The Regional Judicial Service
Commission will consult with the
National Judicial Service Commission
with regard to the transfer of judges.

6.4 The Governor will appoint a
Regional Attorney-General who will
advise the Governor on the constitu-
tionality of laws passed by the Region-
al Council. If a law is seen to be
unconstitutional, the Regional Attor-
ney-General, after consultation with
the Governor, will institute action be-
fore the Supreme Court or any other
tribunal specially set up to resolve
disputes between the Centre and the
Region.

7. PUBLIC SERVICE

7.1 There will be a Regional Public
Service Commission (appointed by the
Constitutional Council in consultation
with the relevant Chief Minister) re-
sponsible for the recruitment, disci-
plinary control and dismissal of all
persons employed by, or seconded to,
the Regional Councils.

7.2 The Regional Public Service
Commission will consult with the
National Public Service Commission
(also appointed by the Constitutional
Council) in effecting the transfer of all
such persons outside the Region.

8. COMMISSION ON
DEVOLUTION

8.1 There will be a Permanent Com-
mission on Devolution appointed by
the Constitutional Council to resolve
disputes between the Centre and a
region or disputes among the regions.
The Commission will have powers of
mediation as well as adjudication.

9. FRAMEWORK RELATING TO
DEVOLUTION
9.1 The Constitution will provide:

(a) that the Republic of Sri Lanka shall
be united and sovereign. It shall be
a Union of Regions.

(b) that the territory of the Republic
will consist of regions, the names of
which are set out in the first sche-
dule, and its territorial waters;

(c) that the legislative power of the
People will be exercised by the
Parliament, Regional Councils and
the People at a Referendum to the
extent hereinafter provided; and

(d) that the executive power of the
People will be exercised by the
President of the Republic acting on
the advice of the Prime Minister
and the Cabinet of Ministers, and
the Governors acting on the advice
of the respective Chief Ministers
and Regional Boards of Ministers to
the extent hereinafter provided.

9.2 Article 76 of the existing con-
stitution will be deleted.

SUBSTANCE OF DEVOLUTION

10.1 Regional Councils will exercise
exclusive legislative and executive
competence within the devolved
sphere. The subjects and functions will
be distributed between the Centre and
the Regions as set out in the appendix
(see box overleaf).
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APPENDIX

Subjects and Functions of the Centre and Regions

(A) The Regional List

. Health and indigenous medicine.

. Education and Educational Services,
excluding national schools and
national universities and the setting
of minimum standards for training,
examination, curriculum, and
teacher qualifications.

. Agriculture and agrarian services.

. Irrigation within a region. '

. Animal husbandry.

. Fisheries.

. Forestry and Protection of the En-
vironment within the region.

. Industries and Industrial Develop-
ment.

9. Energy.

10. Transport.

11. Minor Ports and Harbours.

12. Roads and Waterways.

13. Housing and construction.

14. Urban Planning.

15. Rural Development.

16. Local Government.

17. Co-operatives.

18. Supply and distribution of food with-

in the region.

19. Promotion of Tourism.

20. The regulation of cultural activity
within a region, including public
performances.

21. Broadcasting and media, including
television.

22. Relief, Rehabilitation and Recon-
struction.

23. Social Security.

24. State land and its alienation or
disposal (State land within a region
required for the purposes of the
Centre in respect of a reserved sub-
ject may be utilised by the Centre in
consultation with the relevant Re-
gional Council and in accordance
with such procedures as may be
established by law).

25. Regional Police and law and order.

26. Administration of Borstal and re-
formatory institutions.

27. Regional Public Service.

28. Sports.

29. Regulation of unincorporated
assocations and societies within the
region.

30. Regional debt.

31. Domestic and international borrow-
ing (international borrowings above
a specified limit would require the
concurrence of the Centre).

32. The regulation and promotion of
foreign direct investment, interna-
tional grants and developmental
assistance to the region.

33. Regional financial and credit institu-
tions.

34. Excise duties to be specified.

35. Turnover taxes on wholesale or
retail sales to the extent to be speci-
fied.

36. Betting taxes, taxes on prize com-
petitions and lotteries other than
National Lotteries.

37. Motor vehicle licence fees.

38. Stamp duties on transfer of prop-
erties, such as land and motor cars.

DO
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39. Fines imposed by courts.

40. Court fees, including stamp fees on
documents produced in courts.

41. Land revenue, including the assess-
ment and collection of revenues, and
maintenance of land records for re-
venue purposes.

42. Taxes on mineral rights.

43. Offences against laws with respect to
any of the matters specified in the
list.

44. Fines in respect of the matters in the
Regional List.

45. Planning at the regional level.

(B) Reserved List
(Central Government List)

1. Defence, national security, national
police, and the security forces.

. Immigration, Emigration and
Citizenship.

. Foreign Affairs.

. National Census and Statistics.

. National Planning.

. Currency and Foreign Exchange, in-
ternational economic relations and
monetary policy.

7. Public Debt of the Government of Sri

Lanka.

9. Regulation of Banking and other
financial institutions.

10. Insurance.

11. Stock Exchange and futures mar-
kets. .

12. Audit of the Government of Sri
Lanka.

13. Taxes on income, capital and wealth
of the individuals, companies and
corporations.

14. Custom duties, including import and
export duties, and excise duties (ex-
cluding such excise duties as may be
devolved on the regions).

15. Turnover taxes and stamp duties,
goods and services taxes (excluding
those taxes and duties devolved on
the regions).

16. Pensions payable by the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka or out of the
consolidated fund.

17. Atomic Energy.

18. Maintenance and management of
the National Grid.

19. Minerals and mines (regulation and
development of oil fields and mineral
resources, petroleum and petroleum
products).

20. National rivers.

21. Airports, harbours and ports with
international transportation.

22. Inter-regional transport and rail-
ways.

23. Civil Aviation.

24. Inter-regional highways.

25. Shipping and navigation; Maritime
Zones including historical waters
and territorial waters (Exclusive
Economic Zone and Continental
Shelf).

26. Elections (excluding elections to loc-
al authorities).

27. Posts and Telecommunications.

28. National Public Service and the

[
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National Public Service Commission.

29. National Health Administration (in-
clusive of existing special purpose
hospitals and teaching hospitals
affiliated to the national Universi-
ties; Training, education and re-
search relating to Health; Develop-
ment of National Health Standards;
Administration of all special prog-
rammes).

30. Drugs, poisons and narcotics.

31. Administration of Justice.

32. National Universities.

33. National Standards with regard to
professions, occupations and
training.

34. National Standards relating to re-
search, development and training in
the area of agriculture.

35. Inter-regional irrigation schemes.

36. Fishing beyond the territorial wa-
ters.

37. Management of central policy and
research institutions in the field of
education eg. National Institute of
Education; Management and super-
vision of national schools; conduct of
national public certification ex-
aminations; imposition of minimum
standards for training, curriculum
and teacher qualifications.

38. Adoption of children.

39. National Industrial Research and
Training.

40. Regulation of activities for the en-
hancement of quality standards.

41. Foreign trade, Inter-regional trade
and commerce.

42. Patents, inventions, designs, copyr-
ights, trademarks and merchandise
marks.

43. Monopolies and mergers.

44. Inter-regional food distribution.

45. National media including Central
Government Broadcasting and Tele-
vision Institutions.

46. National Archives and Museums,
and archaeological sites declared by
law to be of national importance.

47. National Environment and National
Policy on Tourism.

48. Specialised National Housing Prog-
rammes.

49. Specialised National Poverty Alle-
viation Programmes.

50. Youth and Women’s Affairs.

51. Buddhism.

52. Development of National Sports
administration and infrastructure.

53. Intervention in instances of National
(natural and environmental) disas-
ters and epidemics.

54. Labour regulation and standards.

55. Surveys for the purpose of any
matters enumerated in the Reserved
List.

56. Offences against laws with respect to
any of the matters in the List.

57. Fees in respect of any of the matters
in the List, but not including fees
taken in any Court.

58. Public utility infrastructure develop-
ment.
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‘A Political Mask to Cover
Military Designs’, says LTTE

An LTTE statement issued from its
headquarters said that the Sri
Lanka government has announced
that it would carry through propos-
als for an island-wide devolution of
powers. Along with it, it has also
announced its intention to carry on
the war with the Liberation Tigers
until they are brought to their
knees. Since neither of which is
within the realm of possibility, this
could only pave the way for a pro-
longed war, said LTTE spokesman
Anton Balasingham addressing a
Press conference in Jaffna on 11th
August 1995.

Describing the so-called political
package as a mask to conceal the
government’s military intentions,
Mr. Balasingham said President
Chandrika Kumaratunga had
already promised the Buddhist
Mahanayakes that she would not
implement the proposals until the
Tigers are militarily defeated and a
war is brought to a finish. Under
these conditions, how can she re-
solve the conflict through political
means, or bring durable peace to the
country, he asked. Mr. Balasingham
declared that the Tigers cannot be
wiped out, and if she thinks she
could do that, then there would not
be any necessity or compulsion for
government to implement any prop-
osals.

It is being stated that under this
package, the areas that came under
forcible Sinhala colonisation are to
be excised from the Northeast re-
gion. It is also being stated that this
is not a means to devolve powers to
the Tamil people, but to all the
regions in the entire island. The
package has to be placed before the
Parliamentary Select Committee.
After the Committee sits on it, it has
to go before Parliament which has to
pass the bill with a two-thirds major-
ity. The people’s government has
only a wafer thin majority in parlia-
ment, and within the Alliance itself
there is opposition to the proposals.
Having passed all these hurdles, the
Sinhala people have to approve the
proposals at a referendum. The
Tamil people have the right to deter-
mine their own future. If any
attempt is made to impose an arbit-
rary political settlement on the
Tamil people through military
means, the LTTE will resist it, Mr.
- :lasingham said. After all, some

years ago, a regional superpower
tried to impose a shoddy political
settlement through military means,
and.install a puppet regime, but the
whole thing ended in a fiasco. Presi-
dent Kumaratunga is today trying
to go through a similar charade. She
has to realise whether then or now,
the Tamil people are solidly behind
the Tigers. If she pretends other-
wise, she may have to take responsi-
bility for the serious consequences
that would flow from such a mis-
adventure.

There are some Tamil groups who
have taken shelter under the gov-
ernment umbrella in Colombo, who
by the very circumstances under
which they are placed, have to
accept, willy nilly, whatever the gov-
ernment tries to impose on the
Tamil people. Having entered par-
liament through electoral short cuts,
they have very few options. We
sympathise with them, but what
they do, is of no consequence as far
as the Tamil struggle for rights is
concerned. But there are also some
elderly, seasoned politicians who
have seen several mirages in their
political experience with the Sinhala
political establishment over the past

40 years, but who are yet to disting-
uish between illusion and reality.
Going back on the very mandate the
Tamil people had given them nearly
twenty years ago, they have been
chasing shadows, and aspiring Dis-
trict Councils and Provincial Coun-
cils, and now they have fallen in love
with President Chandrika’s Region-
al Councils. We might forgive them,
but the Tamil people will never
forgive them, Mr. Balasingham said.

The LTTE was never against a
peaceful settlement, and even today
when the Chandrika government
has closed its doors on peace, we
have not given up hopes of exploring
a peaceful settlement. Whether it is
peace or war, we are ready for both.
If the government halts its military

‘operations, and creates the neces-

sary atmosphere for peace by show-
ing concern for the day to day living
needs of the Tamil people, we are yet
prepared for political negotiations. If
on the other hand, the government
tries to shut the doors against peace
for all time, and intensifies its war
efforts we will have no option but to
close our own doors for peace, and
set about carving out our own state
in which our people can live in peace
and dignity. Therefore, the choice of
following the path of war and divide
the country, or to seek a political
solution to the Tamil national ques-
tion is entirely the responsibility of
Chandrika government, Mr. Bala-
singham concluded.

International Opinion Turning
in Favour of Government

Lakshman Kadirgamar, the disting-
uished lawyer and international civil
servant, who became the People’s
Alliance Government’s Foreign Minis-
ter in 1994, answers questions ranging
from the country’s foreign policy gains
during his first year in office to the
banning of the LTTE, in an interview
with Rita Sebastian.
Excerpts from the interview:

Q: What would you say were the
country’s foreign policy gains in the
last one year?
A: To a large extent we have been able
to reorganise the Foreign Ministry
itself. And in that context we have
been able to make some very good
diplomatic appointments, by manning
the missions in various capitals with
outstanding men.

Secondly we have given consider-
able attention to our Asian neighbours
where there was a deficiency in past

— Foreign Minister

years. And that does not mean only
the SAARC nations but other Asian
countries like China, Malaysia and
Singapore which I visited.

We have also made considerable
progress in our Human Rights record
which was very bad in the past, earn-
ing the odium of the international
community. To a large extent we have
put that right. It is not entirely foreign
policy but good domestic policy with
foreign policy implications. We lifted
the emergency except in the north and
east and set up several commissions to
inquire into involuntary disappear-
ances. And legislation is being pre-
pared to set up a National Human
Rights Commission.

We have also removed the bad im-
age we have had in relation to the

Continued on page 28
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Political Package: Federalism
in all but name

by Pakiasothy Saravanamuttu

The government is to be enthusiasti-
cally commended for its proposals for
constitutional reform as conflict re-
solution. What is being offered is feder-
alism in all but name. The president is
to be congratulated for recognising its
obvious utility in democratic nation
and statebuilding. Moreover, given the
entrenched chauvinist prejudice, mis-
perception and stereotypes about
federalism and powersharing that
have compounded our national crisis
for decades; she has been especially
courageous and visionary in espousing
a new paradigm for an united Sri
Lanka as the policy of her govern-
ment.

What is being proposed is that an
‘united and sovereign Republic of Sri
Lanka’ should be an ‘Union of Re-
gions’. Executive power will be exer-
cised by the President of the Republic
acting on the advice of the Prime
Minister and the Cabinet of Ministers,
and the Governors acting on the
advice of the respective Chief Minis-
ters and Regional Boards of Ministers.
Legislative power will be exercised by
Parliament, Regional Councils and the
People at a referendum. Sri Lanka as
an union will be a united state as
opposed to the present unitary one.
Articles 2 and 76, dealing with the
unitary state and the exercise of leg-
islative power by any body other than
parlament, respectively, are to be

" amended by the adoption of the federal

principle of powersharing and part-
nership in governance.

Each Region will have a Governor
who will be appointed by the President
with the concurrence of the Chief
Minister. The latter in turn will be the
person who commands the confidence
of the majority in the Regional Council
and who by virtue of that fact, will be
called upon by the Governor to form
the regional administration.

The exercise of the Governor’s pow-
ers with respect to summoning, dis-
solving and proroguing the Regional
Council will be on the advice of the
Chief Minister. The Governor may
resign or be removed by the President
or a vote of no confidence passed by a
two thirds majority of the Regional
Council. The Governor will appoint a
regional Attorney General who will
advise on the constitutionality of the
laws passed by the Regional Council.
In the instance of a law being seen to
be unconstitutional, the Regional
Attorney General after consultation

with the Governor can institute action
before the Supreme Court of any other
body set for Centre-Region conflict
resolution.

Significantly, the Chief Minister
cannot be removed from office so long
as the Chief Minister enjoys the confi-
dence of the Regional Council and
executive power in the Region will be
vested in the Board of Ministers
appointed by the Governor on the
advice of the Chief Minister. They in
turn will be accountable to the Region-
al Council. Legislative power will be
vested in that Council and can be
exercised only over the subjects identi-
fied in the Regional List.

The federal principle is further ex-

pressed by the abolition of the Concur-
rent List. There will be a Regional List
and a Reserved List and the regions
and the centre will exercise their au-
thority and power within the sphere
clearly delineated. A Permanent Com-
mission on Devolution will be
appointed by the Constitutional Coun-
cil to mediate and adjudicate in dis-
putes between Regions and between
the Regions and the Centre.

State lands will be vested in the
Regional Councils and any such land
required by the Centre for a Reserved
List subject may be used for such
purpose in consultation with the re-
levant Regional Council. Persons from
the district and then of the region will
be given priority, in that order, in
future land settlement schemes. Other
than schools and universities desig-
nated as ‘National’ institutions which
will come under the Centre and mini-
mum standards that will be set by the
Centre regarding training, examina-
tion, curriculum development and em-
ployment of teachers, education and
higher education will be Regional List
subjects.

Every region will have a High Court
which will exercise criminal, appellate
and writ jurisdiction within the region.
The Constitutional Council will
appoint The Regional Judicial Service
Commission in consultation with the
Chief Minister of the Region. It will
appoint the Regional High court
judges and the minor judiciary within
the Region.

In addition to the national police
force under the National IGP and
responsible to the Centre, each region
will have its regional police service
under a Regional IGP appointed by the
Chief Minister in consultation with the

Governor of the Region. The Regional
IGP will be responsible to and work
under the Chief Minister. The national
police force will investigate offences
against the state, threats to national
security, election offences, inter-
province and international crimes.

The financial arrangements entailed
will empower the Regional Councils to
raise taxes in specified areas, borrow
as well as establish their own financial
institutions, negotiate foreign direct
investment, international grants and
development assistance. International
borrowing above a certain limit will
require consent from the Centre. A
National Finance Commission will
allocate grants to the Region, mindful
of the objective of balanced regional
development.

Admittedly, this package is a long
way off from being accepted and im-
plemented. It has to go through the
whole parliamentary select committee
process and then be accepted by a two
thirds majority of parliament before it
goes to the people at referendum.
Whether it is to be presented to parlia-
ment and the people separately or
along with the rest of the new con-
stitution has also to be decided upon.
Moreover, the controversial issues of
redemarcation of territory in the east
and the position of the Muslim com-
munity in the northeast have to be
elaborated. There are also the ques-
tions of the LTTE’s response, the con-
{inuation of hostilities and interim
arrangements.

Notwithstanding all this, the pack-
age is an excellent foundation upon
which an united and democratic Sri
Lanka can be built. The president, her
government and all those who want to
see democratic governance and con-
flict resolution in this country, must
canvass support for it on these
grounds and ensure that support for
the package is firmly embedded in the
body politic. A solid informed consen-
sus on federalism must be consolidated
to make federalism an enduring real-
ity in Sri Lanka.

There are the chauvinists on both
gides who will employ a variety of
means to kill the federal project we are
now embarked upon. The government
must lose no time in meeting their
arguments with a clear and cogent
rationale for powersharing. This would
be greatly facilitated if at the outset
the state media publishes a supple-
ment which in lucid, comprehensible
language explains the package to the
average Sri Lankan, anticipates and
answers their concerns. This docu-

" ment could serve as a basic reference

point for the countless debates and
discussions in private and public that
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such radical reform invariably in-
spires.

The first argument that needs
reiterating forcefully is that federal-
ism is neither fatal or fanciful from the
perspective of national unity. Federal-
ism substantially satisifies the re-
quirements of conflict resolution and
good governance by allowing for demo-
cratic space for all. In spirit, in form
and structure it is a crucial mechanism
for unity in diversity, the ideal spring-
board for peace and prosperity.

As this column has pointed out
repeatedly, the obsession with the un-
itary state and the gross over concen-
tration of power in a single institution,
office or person has been at the root of
our national crisis. It has systematical-
ly nurtured horrendous authoritarian-
ism, horrifying terrorism and brought
us to the point at which a terrifying
quasi-state has been erected in the
north and east of the island. How on
earth can federalism be castigated as
the certain forerunner for secession in
the face of these stubborn self evident
facets of our contemporary history?

A section of Tamil opinion contends
that the proposals will have to be
altered to provide the Tamil commun-
ity with a greater measure of power in
the northeast Regional Council, in
recognition of their distinct identity as
a nation within the proposed Union of
Regions. The argument underlying
this contention is that the rest of the
country has not asked for federalism.
Moreover, the Tamil community has
fought for it over decades. After so
much death and suffering, how can the
Chief Minister of the northeast region
accept the same powers as the Chief
Minister of any other region in the rest
of the country. Is this fair; isn’t this
near political suicide for any Tamil
politician?

Ironically, there are chauviniststic
Sinhala elements who are propagating
the thesis that this package benefits
the Tamils at the fatal expense of the
Sinhalese. The answer of course lies
outside chauvinism.

All councils are to have the same
powers. The government has crafted
1its package in these terms precisely to
meet the objections of the Sinhala
chauvinists. What is proposed is in-
deed much more than the Sinhala
majority has asked for itself, but the
reason for this is that it meets the
demands of the Tamil community for
federalism in substance.

This Tamil argument may be
termed ‘asymmetrical federalism’ on
the grounds of distinct ethnic identity.
Uhtimately it has to be countered by
the holistic perspective of federalism
a8 a mechanism for both conflict re-

solution and good governance. With
federalism the hateful executive pres-
idency must go; with federalism there
will be powersharing and sturdy
checks and balances to underpin
democracy. We will be more responsi-
ble for our welfare and well being.
Federalism must be accepted by all Sri
Lankans for Sri Lanka.

Let us not duck the challenge that is

before us by distorting or misunder-
standing it. This is a crucial moment in
the history of this country and quite
simply a last chance to held it
together. We have a president who has
been bold enough to articulate a new
vision for us. It is up to all of us now,
politicians and people alike to support
the package as the basis of a democra-
tic and united Sri Lanka.

Political Package: An Instrument
For Effective Sharing of Power

by Prof. Bertram Bastiamipillai
University of Colombo

The proposals for devolution, currently
publicised, have been thought of even
earlier, but in a half-hearted manner
and in an incomplete form. For exam-
ple, in regard to Language, Tamil was
to be recognised only as the Language
of a National minority and not as an
Official Language. The Language of
Administration in the Northern and
Eastern Provinces was to be Tamil
according to the proposals in the Ban-
daranaike-Chelvanayagam Pact of
July 26, 1957. The present proposals
go further in making out that Tamil
would also be used as an Official
Language.

Regional areas were to be defined in
the legisalation and contained in a
Schedule according to the 1957 propos-
als. Provision was to be made to enable
two or more regions to amalgamate
even beyond provincial limits and for
two or more regions to collaborate for a
specific purpose of common interest.
Now the idea is made more clearer
because one of the regions is to be
constituted at present by re-
demarcating the existing boundaries
of the North-East Provinces. Of
course, to avoid any unfairness there
is to be full consultation so as to
reconcile Sinhala Tamil and Muslim
interests before re-demarcation is
done.

Moreover, Parliament was to dele-
gate specified powers in the 1957
provisions. The Regional Councils
were to wield powers over spelt-out
subjects, including agriculture, co-
operatives, land, land development,
colonization, education, health, indus-
tries and fisheries, housing and social
services, electricity, water schemes
and roads. The powers were to be
defined. Almost all of these subjects
and more are under the present
scheme allotted to the proposed Re-
gional Councils and they have been
delineated quite clearly.

Importantly in respect of Coloniza-
tion, the Regional Councils were to
exercise the power to select allottees to
whom land within their area was to be
alienated and along with it to exercise
the power to choose the personnel to
work on such schemes. Now, it is said
that under the new scheme that land
will be a devolved subject and State
land in a region was to be vested in the
Regional Councils. Yet, State land if
needed for the purposes of the Centre
to be used for a reserved subject, may
be utilised by the Centre, but in con-
sultation with the council and accord-
ing to legal procedure. Priority in
future land setlement projects is to be
given to persons of the District and
then of the Region. So the present plan
removes the ground for dispute or
discord in respect of land affairs.

Interestingly, Regional Councils
according to the ideas in the Pact of
1957 were to be empowered to tax and
borrow. But now under the new
scheme, Regional Councils could tax,
set up their own financial institutions
and even International borrowing
upto a prescribed amount is to be
permitted. A significant enhancement
of authority is allowed in enabling
Regional Councils to negotiate Foreign
direct investments, international
grants and development assistance.

The present plan extends beyond
what was to have been allowed in
terms of the Bandaranaike-
Chelvanayagam Pact. Unfortunately,
the B.C. Pact and other similar
schemes were not allowed to come into
effect and thereby prevent the escala-
tion of ethnic strife and today more
has inevitably to be given. As a result
today we are beleaguered by a prot-
racted civil war, and this could con-
tinue unless the problem from which it
arose is settled by devolution.

Continued on page 10
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Then there was the Senanayake-
Chelvanayagam Agreement of March
24, 1965 which again spelt out that
provision would be made for the Tamil
Language to be the Language of
Administration and of record in the
North and East. Furthermore, it was
promised that a Tamil speaking per-
son should be entitled to transact
business in Tamil throughout the is-
land. However these Senanayake-
Chelvanayagam plans fell far short of
the present arrangement which is
more reasonable to and just by all
communities. Also, it is more enlight-
ened and progresive.

Instead of Regionals there were to
be District Councils and powers were
to be vested on the basis of a mutual
agreement between Senanayake-
Chelvanayagam. Land under Col-
onization schemes in the Northern and
Eastern Provinces was in the first
instance to be granted to landless
peasants in the District, then the
Tamil speaking persons resident in the
North and East and then again to
other citizens, preference being
accorded to Tamil residents in the rest
of the island. This plan thought of by
Senanayake and Chelvanayagam has
now been better refined and given
greater clarity in the fresh proposals
leaving no room for ambiguity and
thereby contentions to arise later.

Then, after a lapse of years, and an
abortive and futile endeavour at de-
centralization through a Scheme of
District Councils in the 1980s through
the Development Councils Act No. 35
of 1980, there cropped up the anne-
xure ‘C’ which embodied yet another
plan of devolution, decentralization.
There was room allowed but on a
prescribed condition for District De-
velopment Councils in a province to
combine into one or more Regional
Councils. This is quite different from
the presently mooted system of Re-
gional Councils. Those Regional Coun-
cils could be set up only if desired by
the area. The leader of the party that
commands the majority in the Council
would be appointed Chief Minister and
he would constitute a Committee of
Ministers of the Region. This is almost
similar to what has been now planned.

The President and Parliament man-
age subjects not transferred to the
Region and those matters pertaining
to the maintenance of sovereignty,
integrity, unity, security and progress
of the country as a whole. Meanwhile,
the Regions’ Legislative powers woulld
lie in the Regional Council. It could
enact Laws and exercise executive
powers in regard to these subjects,
specifically listed including Law and

Order, Administration of Justice, so-
cial and economic development, cultu-
ral affairs and land policy. As devolu-
tion is being conceived of today the
matters to be left to the Regional
Councils echo more or less similar
thinking as in Annexure C but the
current arrangement would in addi-
tion ensure all persons to fully and
effectively exercise their human rights
and fundamental freedoms without
discrimination and equally before the
law.

Annexure C also anticipated permit-
ting Regional Councils to tax, mobilise
resources via loans and there was the
provision for a Finance Commission to
be created to oversee allocations to
Regions. A High Court also was to be
established in each Region for judicial
matters to be dealt with. For conduct-
ing executive business, a Regional
Service was to be set up and a Region
was to have a Regional Public Service
Commission that would recruit and
exercise disciplinary authority in re-
spect of the personnel in the Regional
Service. Almost all of these plans have
now been re-thought of and incorpo-
rated but in a more coherent and lucid
manner. There is no room for doubts or
distrust. Instead of a Special Regional
Police Force, Annexure C reflected
upon establishing a Police Force for
the North and East that would mirror
the ethnic composition of these re-
gions. The idea was to create a force in
which the residents would repose con-
fidence. For the administration of
Trincomalee Port, a distinctive Port
Authority under the Central Govern-
ment was considered. The present
proposals reserves for Central Govern-
ment management Airports, Har-
bours, Ports with International Trans-
portation. This is a far clearer enuncia-
tion in regard to places of national
importance and there would be no fear
that Trincomalee has been surren-
dered to someone or other.

The idea embedded in Annexure C
regarding land spelt out that all settle-
ment schemes would be based on
ethnic proportions, so as not to alter
the demographic balance. The present
proposals however are more forthright
and easily comprehensible and inspire
greater confidence among inhabitants
of a region that their lands would be
allowed to be utilised by those within
the region. All other schemes of de-
volution mooted earlier however re-
mained mere promises and devolution
did not come to pass in practice at all.
Now there is greater ring of sincerity
in the plan to devolve. It is a failure to
devolve sincerely and satisfactorily in
the past that had accounted for differ-
ences to persist.

Then, after much bloodshed, an

Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement was en-
tered into in July 1987 to establish
peace and normalcy in Sri Lanka. The
multi-ethnic, multi-lingual plural soci-
ety of the island was openly acknow-
ledged.

The distinct cultural and linguistic
identity of different peoples was recog-
nised; and was to be nurtured. These
and other self evident facts that
caused trouble as they were not consi-
dered were proclaimed and the Sri
Lankan Government was to imple-
ment the relevant proposals forthwith.
But the 13th Amendment was later to
disappoint, than to satisfy. Hopes were
aroused but not fulfilled.

To this end, the 13th Amendment of
1987 to the Constitution was passed
along with the Provincial Councils Act
No. 42 of 1987. But these measures
seemed to have been perverted in
practice so as to subvert devolution
almost wholesale. The Government
was made into an omnicompetent Con-
troller of regional matters, the Chief
Minister was left in an attenuated
position, the Councils were starved of
adequate funds, and by introducing
the practice of deciding what is
National Policy by the Centre and
confiscating subjects under it, the Cen-
tre left with little to be done by the
periphery. In regard to sensitive but
contentious subjects such as law and
order, there really was no devolution.
There was a concurrent list and natur-
ally the Centre with its overmighty
executive snatched much that ought to
have been left to the Province. The
creation of Divisional Secretaries con-
trolled from the Centre was an act that
made devolution of little use in prac-
tice. It put a full stop to devolution in
many areas.

Clearly devolution cannot be viable
as long as there is an overbearing
Centre and the present proposed
arrangements make explicit that an
overseeing Centre will not intervene to
thwart and stultify devolution. The
abolition of the concurrent list and
strengthening of the devolved list rein-
forces the devolution of power and
responsibility to the Regions. The dele-
tion of Article 76 of the Constitution
provides for effective power sharing.
In brief, whatever stymied devolution
earlier has now been eradicated and
there is manifest genuinity in the
design for devolution.

(Courtesy of The Sunday Times).
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NEWS REVIEW

Government’s Political
Package

International Reaction: The President
and her Government are entitled to be
more than satisfied with international
reaction to the political package it
unveiled for the resolution of the
ethnic conflict which has been quite
favourable. The support it attracted
has been almost universal.

The Australian Government in wel-
coming the proposals by the Sri Lank-
an government said that ‘the sweeping
constitutional reforms proposed by
President Kumaratunga recognised
the underlying causes of the conflict
and demonstrate the commitment of
the Sri Lanka Government to a just
and peaceful long-term solution’. ‘The
Australian Government has consis-
tently urged a political solution to the
ethnic conflict and an end to the cycle
of violence. The Australian Govern-
ment hopes that these proposals. . .will
be seriously considered by all the peo-
ple of Sri Lanka. as the basis for a
durable settlement to the conflict’,
Foreign Minister Gareth Evans said in
a statement released by the Austra-
lian High Commission in Colombo.

A spokesman for the Foreign Office
in London said that the British Gov-
ernment warmly welcomed the gov-
ernment’s proposals as ‘a genuine
attempt to meet the legitimate de-
mands of all Sri Lankans’, and hoped
‘the LTTE would end the fighting and
respond politically to the constitution-
al opportunities being offered’ by the
Government of Sri Lanka.

The French Government hopes ‘the
courageous plan for political reform of
the institutions will be considered by
the whole Sri Lanka nation and allow
constructive dialogue to resume. . .and
calm and harmony to return between
the Sri Lanka communities’, the
French Foreign Ministry said in a
statement.

In welcoming the government prop-
osals, a spokesman for the US State
Department, David Johnson, said the
United States welcomed the Sri Lank-
an government’s ‘package of wide-
ranging constitutional reforms that
seeks to address the underlying politic-
al issues of the island’s longstanding
ethnic conflict’. He described the prop-
osals as an effort to ‘reform Sri Lank-
a’s democratic political system in a
way that provides for full political
participation of all communities and
protects the rights of individual
citizens’. He added, ‘We hope that the

proposals would lead to a constructive
dialogue on finding a peaceful solution
to this tragic conflict’.

Meanwhile, the International Rela-
tions Committee of the United States
House of Representatives recently
adopted unanimously a resolution sup-
porting Sri Lankan Government’s
peace efforts. The resolution called
upon the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) to return to the nego-
tiating table and give up armed vio-
lence.

Canadian Foreign Minister, Andre
Quellet, said that the Canadian Gov-
ernment welcomed the Sri Lankan
Government’s proposals to create a
new political order, which would cre-
ate a ‘Union of Regions’ with a high
degree of devolved powers. This is a
positive development and we urge all
parties in Sri Lanka to give careful
consideration to government’s propos-
al. Any initiative that points toward
peace cannot be ignored. . .The people
of Sri Lanka have suffered greatly for
over a decade and deserve peace. The
continued loss of life in engagements
between the Government and the Li-
beration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) underlines the futility of con-
tinuing to pursue a military solution.
Moreover senseless attacks such as
the suicide bombing in Colombo on
August 7, which killed over 20 inno-
cent people, must be strongly conde-
mned. We urge the LTTE to give
careful attention to this opportunity
that now exists for a peaceful solution’,
Mr. Quellet said.

The European Union warmly wel-
comed the government’s efforts to
draw up a set of devolution proposals
aimed at satisfying the aspirations of
all Sri Lankans. The EU hoped that
the far-reaching proposals the govern-
ment has set out would be considered
carefully and constructively by all par-
ties. This could open the way for an
early return to peace, normality and
development throughout the entire
country, the EU statement said.

The Times (London) editorially
noted that the President ‘had
announced a courageous political
package designed to devolve to the
Tamils a substantial degree of auton-
omy’... which ‘would transform Sri
Lanka into a ‘union of regions’, and
give to her country’s provinces a status
akin to that of the German Lander’.

In India, most of the newspapers
and journals have congratulated the
government for coming out with a
far-reaching set of proposals providing
the best chance for peace in the island.
The Hindu referred to the govern-
ment’s courageous approach as a mod-
el for the entire South Asian Region.

The editorial comment in the widely
circulated Frontline said, ‘What is on
offer to Sri Lanka’s Tamil minority is
nothing less than a radical trans-
formation of a unitary constitution
and polity into an equitable and demo-
cratic ‘union of regions’ structure. This
will go a long way towards meeting the
entirely reasonable demand for feder-
alism as a way out of the ethnic
cricis. . . The devolution package un-
furled by President Kumaratunga on
August 4, 1995 is impeccable in con-
cept and, with respect to framework
and substance, impossible for any
reasonable party claiming to represent
Tamil aspirations to turn down...
President Kumaratunga’s proposals
represent a considerable advance on
what is available to the States in
India’.

Local Reaction: The Campaign for
Peace and Democracy, a multi-ethnic
umbrella organisation of a number of
NGOs, in a statement said that the
proposals of the government were
‘greeted with widespread approbation
by sections of all communities who
long to see an end to the killings and
destruction, charter a new course for
the country free of sectarian strife’. It
added that ‘public opinion suggests
that the ordinary Sinhalese people are
very much for giving the proposals a
chance, the Tamil people in the North,
if they could express themselves free-
ly, would support the proposals over-
whelmingly’.

The National Peace Council of Sri
Lanka (NPCSL) said that the interna-
tional community was full of praise for
the government’s proposals ‘as provid-
ing a model of conflict resolution and
good government for the entire re-
gion’. It called upon the Government
‘o present its proposals to the LTTE
and for the LTTE to respond to them
through dialogue’. The NPCSL'’s state-
ment also called the ‘Government and
the LTTE to immediately cease all acts
of violence and hostility and to enter
into negotiations with local or foreign

- mediation using the devolution propos-

als as a point of departure’.
Tamil parties: Almost all Tamil politic-
al parties, except the LTTE, have
expressed their support and welcomed
the government’s proposals. They
claimed that if the people of the North
had an opportunity to freely express
their view, the people would overwhel-
mingly back the political package.
The Sri Lanka Muslim Congress
(SLMC), a key member of the ruling
People’s Alliance, welcomed govern-
ment plans to devolve power. The
devolution proposals show that the
government was prepared ‘to take bold

Continued on page 13
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and progressive steps to share power
with the periphery’, an SLMC state-
ment said. ‘While as expected the
question of the units of devolution has
been left out, the SLMC is extremely
happy that the Muslim political
dimension in the country has been
given due recognition’, the SLMC said.
The SLMC had previously in submis-
sion to the Parliamentary Select Com-
mittee stated that ‘there should be a
predominant Tamil Unit comprising
the Districts of Jaffna, Kilinochchi,
Vavuniya and Mullaitivu in the
Northern province as the base, and the
identified non-contiguous Tamil areas
in the Mannar, Trincomalee and Batti-
caloa districts’. In addition, ‘there
should be a predominant Muslim Unit
comprising the constituencies of Kal-
munai, Sammanthurai and Pottuvil in
the Amparai district as the base, and
the identified non-contiguous Muslim
areas in Batticaloa, Trincomalee and
Mannar districts’.

The leader of the Ceylon Workers
Congress, Mr. S. Thondaman, who is
increasingly becoming a semi-
detached member of the PA Cabinet,
while wholeheartedly endorsing the
government’s proposals, came out with
a rather curious and controversial
proposal in a memorandum to the
President. He suggested that the
North-East Region be given to the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) to be administered by them for
five years and the task of governance
under the political package should be
entrusted to the LTTE, adding that
the LTTE which has relentlessly pur-
sued its struggle for the last 12 years
should be regarded as the legitimate
recipient of devolved authority and
that the LTTE was equipped to wield
power and to maintain law and order
in those areas.

Thondaman’s suggestion, besides
being summarily rejected by the Presi-
dent, received short shrift from other
Tamil and Muslim parties.

V. Anandasangari, Vice President of
the Tamil United Liberation Front
{TULF) said that his party rejected
this concept of just handing over the
administration of the North-East to
the LTTE as suggested by Thonda-
man. The TULF was always prepared
to take part in an election if there was
one held in the North-East but added
handing over powers to a single party
was not sensible. ‘A large portion of
the North-East Province is certainly
not under the control of the LTTE and

hence it would be impossible for the -

Government to consider Thondaman’s
proposal’, he added.
The Secretary of the Tamil Eelam

Liberation Organisation (TELO), M.K.
Sivagilingam, said that no country in
the world has ever handed over powers
of a vast region to armed groups
haphazardly, and hoped that the PA
Government would not pay any heed
to Thondaman’s idea. ‘It appears to me
that Mr. Thondaman is motivated by
those working with him who have
vested interests. Otherwise he is not a
person to come out with such unwise
proposals’, he said.

The General Secretary of the Sri
Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC),
Rauf Hakeem, described Thondaman’s
proposal as ‘preposterous’. ‘No legiti-
mate government will hand over the
administration of a large province to
armed groups. Such a proposal will not
be accepted by any political party’, he
said.

Asked about Thondaman’s proposal
to hand over the North and East to the
LTTE for five years, Mr. P. Chan-
drasekeran, a Deputy Minister and
the leader of the Up-country Peoples
Front, said that the people of those
areas should freely decide as to who
should govern them and ‘not those of
us here in this part of the country’.

LTTE’s Position: The LTTE'’s position
in regard to the government’s political
package was spelt out by Tiger spokes-
man Anton Balasingham in Jaffna on
11 August. He described the ‘so-called
political package as a mask to conceal
the government’s military intentions’,
as the government had along with the
release of the proposals for island-wide
devolution of powers, ‘announced its
intention to carry on the war with the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam until
they are brought to their knees'’. (See
full text on page six of this issue).

Stating that what other Tamil poli-
tical parties do ‘is of no consequence as
far as the Tamil struggle for rights is
concerned’, Mr. Balasingham was spe-
cially scathing in his attack on the
TULF leadership, and said, ‘We might
forgive them, but the Tamil people will
never forgive them’.

Mr. Balasingham added, ‘The LTTE
was never against a peaceful settle-

-ment, and even today when Chandri-

ka government has closed its doors on
peace, we have not given up hopes of
exploring a peaceful settlement.
Whether it is peace or war, we are
ready for both. If the government halts
its military operations, and creates the
necessary atmosphere for peace by
showing concern for the day to day
living needs of the Tamil people, we
are yet prepared for political negotia-
tions’.

While some news analysts saw a
glimmer of hope that the LTTE might
be willing to return to the negotiating

table from what Mr. Balasingham said
in the course of his press interview
which was officially released under the
authority of the LTTE’s Political Com-
mittee, a EPRLF spokesman said, ‘It
sounds rather ridiculous for Balasing-
ham to call a halt to the government’s
military operations when in fact it was
the LTTE which withdrew from the
peace process, closed the door for peace
and commenced military operations by
sinking the boats which were
anchored in the Trincomalee harbour.
It is now their turn to stop fighting and
seek negotiations with the govern-
ment on the political package’.

In the South: Even before the govern-
ment’s proposals were officially re-
leased, there were some of those, some
influential Buddhist priests among
them, who urged the President to
postpone the announcement of the
plan. ‘The Tigers must be defeated
before the proposed devolution pack-
age is announced’, the Venerable Pali-
pane Sri Chandananda Mahanayake
of the Asgiriya Chapter told the press.
‘While the entire country is burning
this is no time to unveil the devolution
plan’, the priest said.

Professionals and academics, the so-
called cream of the Sri Lankan intel-
ligentsia, have been lining up for and
against the government’s proposals
placing their signatures to articles and
memoranda which have been given
wide publicity in the local media. Join-
ing the opposition to the proposals are
the likes of the Jathika Chinthanya
gurus, Gunadasa Amarasekera and
Nalin de Silva (the latter has been in
London whipping up opinion among
expatriate Sinhalese living in the UK),
and in the words of The Times (Lon-
don) editor, ‘those dinosaurs in the
Sinhala Buddhist clergy to whom a
federal political structure is
anathema’.

The veteran campaigner for ‘Sinha-
la-Buddhists’, Gamini Jayasuriya, in a
statement purporting to be from 12
organisations said that the proposed
federal set up would be the first step
towards an independent Tamil state.
‘Under the proposed regional council,
the Sinhala Buddhists will have no
access to the Northeast region where-
as the Tamils will be able to enjoy all
the rights exclusively in that region in
addition to equal rights in all other
regions’, the statement said.

As far as the mainstream print
media in Sri Lanka is concerned, it is
by and large anti-government, in par-
ticular anti-Chandrika. Pages and
pages in these papers are being de-
voted for the sole and malevolent
purpose of knocking down the govern-

Continued on page 14
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ment’s political package. If the car-
toons that appeared in The Sunday
Leader of 13 August and The Sunday
Island of 20 August are anything to go
by, one could imagine what chauvinist
poison the Sinhala papers must be
spouting.

However, those who are in charge of
the state-owned Daily News and parti-
cularly The Sunday Observer with the
largest circulation are proving lament-
ably incapable of meeting the chal-
lenge of putting forward the govern-
ment’s case in support of the proposals.
Of the 52 pages of The Sunday Obser-
ver, only two of its middle pages.of its
main section carry articles of political
content of which, very often, substan-
tial space is provided for articles which
are critical of the government and its
peace efforts. While one should not
criticise them for giving space to views
opposed to the government on grounds
of the right to free expression, those in
charge of particularly The Sunday
Observer ought to take into account
the substantial amount of space pro-
vided each week by its rivals, The
Sunday Leader, The Sunday Times
and The Sunday Island, for articles
and commentaries on political and
military matters, including the ethnic
conflict, and open up more of its pages
for articles and commentaries at least
in the interest of redressing the imba-
lance that is patently obvious in the
mainstream print media.

The main opposition party, the Un-
ited National Party (UNP) has not
made its position very clear, but its
leader Ranil Wickremasinghe, known
for his ‘moderate views’ is adopting a
cautious approach. In a statement, the
UNP said that while the party ‘sup-
ports the principle of devolution, all

necessary constitutional guarantees
should be incorporated to ensure that
devolution does not lead to separatist
and divisive developments’. While not
expressing outright opposition to the
government’s proposals, the UNP has
let it be known that it would not accept
them in their present form or content,
and would seek to move amendments
when they were presented before the
Parliamentary Select Committee. Cer-
tainly there appears to be a division of
opinion within the UNP on the ques-
tion whether to oppose the govern-
ment’s proposals outright or not. The
former Foreign Minister and UNP’s
veteran Muslim politician, Mr. A.C.S.
Hameed, is said to be in full support of
the proposals.

The leader of the miniscule Maha-
jana Eksath Peramuna (MEP) which
is not represented in parliament, Mr.
Dinesh Gunawardene, covering famil-
iar chauvinist ground, and in the
process indulging in mathematical in-
exactitude, said what the proposals
outline was more than what was pro-
vided in the Indian constitution,
adding, ‘The government’s devolution
package will set in motion the disin-
tegration of the country which would
eventually lead to the establishemnt of
Eelam. . .One third of the land, sixty-
five per cent of the coastal areas of
country and the most strategic port of
Trincomalee will fall to the so-cailed
Tamil homeland for six per cent of the
population’.

The opponents of the government’s
proposals have sought to raise what
they regard as three fundamental
issues:

* Vesting of all State land on Re-
gional Councils: The central govern-
ment will be prevented even to set up
an army camp within the Region even
in the context of a serious breakdown

of law and order or install any appar-

,atus required in the interests of
national security without the consent
of the Regional Council;

* Under the proposals, the Presi-
dent will not have the power to dis-
solve the Council, and take over its
functions even if a Regional Council
decides to secede and create a separate
state. The centre should have the
power to dissolve a Regional Council if
the territorial integrity of the country
is threatened.

* The power given Regional Coun-
cils to directly negotiate and obtain
development assistance and loans
from foreign countries would lead to
uneven economic development and
economic and social disparities among
the different regions giving rise to
deep divisions within society.

Despite the orchestrated campaign
against the government’s proposals by
chauvinist forces assisted by anti-
government newspapers, the cam-
paign doesn’t appear to have mass
support. On the other hand, hundreds
and hundreds of professionals and
academics are lining up behind the
government. The Mothers and Daugh-
ters Front in a statement said, It is
the duty of the peace-loving people to
strengthen the hands of President
Chandrika Kumaratunga, who took a
bold step to find a lasting solution to
the ethnic problem which is continuing
to plague the country’.

More than one hundred academics
and professionals from all walks of life
said in a joint statement: ‘We welcome
the wide-ranging constitutional re-
form proposals offered by the People’s
Alliance Government as a political
solution to Sri Lanka’s ethnic conflict-
.. .by presenting its own proposals to
the people of Sri Lanka, the Govern-
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ment has demonstrated a commend-
able measure of courage and political
imagination.

‘The present proposals contain a
number of positive features. These
proposals are the most extensive ever
presented by a Sri Lankan Goernment
to politically resolve the ethnic con-
flict. .. These proposals have been
made at a time of intensified war. We
appeal to both parties to the military
conflict to take another bold initiative
to enable the people living in the
North and East to join the national
dialogue in an atmosphere of peace
and tranquillity. We specifically
appeal to the Government to take
necessary steps to enable the people in
the North and East to participate in
this dialogue without fear’, the joint
statement said.

Except the Democratic United
National Front (Lalith), which has
expressed some reservations, all other
constituent parties of the ruling Peo-
ples Alliance, including the SLFP,
LSSP, CP and SLMC have endorsed
the government’s political package.

Bomb Attack in Colombo

On 7 August, just four days after
President Chandika Kumaratunga
unveiled a new political package that
would make Sri Lanka a federation of
eight regions, one Tamil-controlled,
the island’s capital Colombo reverber-
ated to the sound of a bomb explosion
triggered off allegedly by a Tiger
suicide operative killing 24 and injur-
ing over 50 civilians.

The suspected suicide bomber, a
man named Sinniah Sivanandan in his
mid-20s, was killed in the explosion,
and his alleged accomplice, N. Easwar-
an, was arrested and was recovering
from injuries at a hospital.

Military police reported seeing the
suspected bomber, pretending to be an
itinerant vendor, pushing a hand cart
filled with king coconuts outside the
State TV Rupavahini building. Mo-
ments later, the bomb went off at the
adjacent office building of the Chief
Minister of Defence, Anuruddha Rat-
watte, who is spearheading the milit-
ary offensive against the Tigers.

According to police sources, the
bomber was on his way to a previously
designated destination, perhaps the
Rupavahini and the Sri Lanka Broad-
casting Corporation building.

Information later released by the
police indicated that ironically they
had briefly held the suspected bomber
in custody on 6 August less than 36
hours before he set off the explosion
killing himself and others.

The Officer in Charge of the Borella

police had previously been tipped off
with information that the Deputy
Minister of Defence, Anuruddha Rat-
watte living in Manning Town area,
not far from where the explosion
occurred, had been targeeted for
assassination by a suicide operative.
Police officers in civvies were posted on
duty in close proximity to the Minis-
ter’s residence.

The police officers on duty saw two
men pushing a hand-cart filled with
king coconuts along the road on 6
August at about 11 am, and they were
stopped and questioned. One of the
men who identified himself as ‘Giridar-
an from Ratnapuara, and on being
unable to provide further details as to
his identity and because of his inability
to speak the Sinhala language, the
police detained him for further inves-
tigation. The other person who was
pushing the cart spoke Sinhala well
and identified himself as ‘Sinniah
Sivananthan’ alias Kumar and the
police allowed him to go, but he turned
out to be the actual bomber on the
following day.

On questioning ‘Giridaran’, it was
revealed that he was in fact 21-year-
old Thangavelu Sivapalan from Kon-
davil, Jaffna. He joined the LTTE in
1990 and was trained in the expertise
of firearms, armed combat and manu-
facturing bombs. He had been in Col-
ombo before, but returned with fresh
instructions in July this year. Police
sources claimed that Sivapalan who is
still in police custody had confessed
that he and the two who had died in
the explosion had been sent to Col-
ombo on bombing missions by the
LTTE’s Intelligence Wing leader, Pot-
tu Amman. Police also said that on
searching the house in Narahenpita
where Kumar had been living for the
last two years, they found explosives,
battery packs, detonators and fuse
wire.

Deputy Inspector General of Police,
H.M.G.B. Kotakadeniya, told the
press, quoting the confession of the
bomber’s accomplice who is now in
custody, that the bomb had been in-
tended for a ‘motorcade with tinted
windows’ of the Deputy Minister of
Defence, and that the handcart of
explosives and coconuts being pushed
by the bomber went off by accident
before the Minister’s ‘motorcade with
tinted windows’ passed by on that day.
The hand-cart fixed with the bomb had
been pushed along the city streets for
at least a week.

Tamil political parties in Colombo
condemned the bomb explosion as an
attempt to derail the political package
unveiled by the President who should
not buckle under this type of threat,
they said. ‘I do not think the govern-

ment should take this type of incident
into consideration when going ahead
with the peace process’, M. Sivasith-
thamparam, the leader of the Tamil
United Liberation Front (TULF) told
the press. ‘The most effective answer
to this type of action is to steadily go
ahead with the peace plan. If you
buckle to this, it will only encourage
more incidents of violence like this’, he
added.

‘We have to expect that the Tigers
will try to disrupt the devolution plan’,
said Douglas Devananda of the Eelam
People’s Democratic Party (EPDP),
which has given unqualified support to
the President’s political package. ‘The
LTTE will try to disrupt the peace
plan. So will Sinhala chauvinists’, De-
vananda told journalists. ‘If she
(Kumaratunga) gives in and is not
prepared to take a bold stand you can
never solve this problem’, he said.

Condemning the bomb attack, De-
vananda said, ‘If normal civilians are
killed whether in the north or the
south and whether by the army or the
LTTE we very much condemn it’,
Devananda said.

Rauf Hakim, the Secretary General
of the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress,
said that this type of ‘terror tactics will
not work. If the Tiger ploy was to
trigger off a communal backlash like
in 1983, then they are mistaken.
There is a different polarization now,
and a healthy one at that’.

Some analysts in Colombo say the
bomb explosion was timed to coincide
with the release of President Chandri-
ka Kumaratunga’s political package
for the devolution of power to Tamils.
They feel that the blast was designed
and timed to disrupt the debate on the
devolution package by provoking a
Sinhala backlash against the Tamils.

‘If the Tigers were responsible, as it
is suspected, then it is almost like their
telling the government you had better
talk to ug’, says a Tamil academic,
requesting anonymity.

‘The Tigers must feel that the gov-
ernment will be forced to negotiate
with them when they know there is
danger at their very doorstep’, he says.
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Govt. Proposals: A Sound Basis
For Autonomy and End of Conflict

More than 100 eminent persons, including educationists, political scientists and
top journalists have hailed the Government’s devolution package as a sound
basis to rebuild a new Sri Lanka that is truly democratic and multi-ethnic through
a genuine sharing of power among all communities.

In a statement, they said:

‘We welcome the wide-ranging consti-
tutional reform proposals offered by
the People’s Alliance Government as a
political solution to Sri Lanka’s ethnic
conflict. The PA Government was
elected by the people with a clear
mandate to restore peace, ethnic har-
mony, and democracy in our war-
ravaged country. By presenting its
own proposals to the people of Sri
Lanka, the Government has demons-
trated a commendable measure of
courage and political imagination. We
hope that the people of Sri Lanka will
use this opportunity to work towards
rebuilding a secular, democratic and
multi-ethnic country on the basis of a
genuine sharing of power between all
communities.

‘The present proposals contain a
number of positive features. These
proposals are the most extensive ever
presented by a Sri Lankan govern-
ment to politically resolve the ethnic
conflict. They constructively build on
previous attempts at instituting re-
gional autonomy in Sri Lanka. They
entail the sharing of legislative and
executive power between the centre
and the provinces. The political re-
forms envisaged in the PA Govern-
ment’s proposals can form a sound
basis for deepening democracy and
ending ethnic enmity in Sri Lanka.

‘These proposals have been made at
a time of intensified war. We appeal to
both parties to the military conflict to
take another bold initiative to enable
the people living in the North and East
to join the national dialogue in an
atmosphere of peace and tranquillity.
We specifically appeal to the govern-
ment to take necessary steps to enable
the people in the North and East to
participate in this dialogue without
fear.

‘We are confident that all Sri Lank-
an peope will reject extremism, vio-
lence and hatred, and see their collec-
tive future in moderation, peace and
reconciliation’.

The statement has been signed by:

Prof. Carlo Fonseka (Dean, Medical
Faculty, Kelaniya), Dr. A. Ariyaratna
(Dean, Faculty of Arts, Colombo), Prof.
Shirani Bandaranayake (Dean, Facul-

ty of Law, Colombo), Prof. R.D. Gunar-
atna (Dean, Faculty of Arts,
Peradeniya), Prof. Leslie Gunawarde-
na (History, Peradeniya), Prof. Ber-
tram Bastianpillai (Colombo Universi-
ty), Prof. Birty Gajameragedera (His-
tory, Peradeniya), Prof. M. Sin-
nathamby (Economics, Peradeniya),
Prof. Savitri Kumar (Chemistry,
Peradeniya), Prof. V.Y. Kuruwita
(Veterinary, Peradeniya), Prof. Breck-
enridge (Zoology, Peradeniya), Prof. V.
Kumar (Chemistry, Peradeniya), Prof.
A. Liyanagamage (History, Kelaniya
University), Prof. V.C. Mahalingam
(Vet. Science, Peradeniya), Dr.
Osmund Jayaratne (Professor Emer-
itus), Dr. Sudharshan Seneviratne
(Dept. of Archaeology, Peradeniya),
Dr. Arjuna Parakrama (Dept. of En-
glish, Colombo University), Dr. Lalith
Mendis (Medical Faculty, Kelaniya),
Fr. Paul Caspersz (Satyodaya), Shel-
ton Ranaraja (Lawyer), Simon Nava-
gattegama (Writer), Dr. Radhika
Coomaraswamy (Researcher), Man-
ouri Muttetuwegama (Lawyer), Dr.
Neloufer de Mel (Dept. of English,
Colombo University), Dr. Sasanka
Perera (Sociology, Colombo Universi-
ty), Victor Ivan (Editor, ‘Ravaya’),
Tissa Abeysekera (Film Director), Lu-
cien Rajakarunanayake (Journalist),
Dr. Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu (Poli-
tical Scientist), Charles Abeysekera
(Editor, ‘Pravada’), Dr. A. Sivaraja
(Political Science, Peradeniya), Dr.
Gamini Samaranayake (Political Sci-
ence, Peradeniya), Dr. K. Jayantha
Kumar (Economics, Peradeniya), Dr.
V. Kanapathipillai (History,
Peradeniya), Dr. R.V.S. Rajapakse
(Veterinary Science, Peradeniya), Dr.
T. Manoharan (Department of Tamil,
Peradeniya), Raja Uswatakeyawe
(Journalist), Janaka Biyanwila (Eco-
nomist), Malade Alwis (Anthropolog-
ist), Mangalika de Silva (Researcher),
Sonali Deraniyagala (Economist),
Qadri Ismail (Researcher), Dr. Jayade-
va Uyangoda (Political Science, Col-
ombo), Pradeep Jeganathan (Anthro-
pologist), Ram Manikkalingam (Poli-
tical Analyst), Kanchana Ruwanpura
(Economist), Prasantha Ratnayake
(Researcher), Dr. Sunil Wijesiriwar-
dene (Writer), Dr. Kumari Jayawarde-
na (Researcher), Natasha Balendra
(Lawyer), Waruna Karunatilleke (Edi-

tor — Counterpoint), W.N. Wilson
(Geography, Colombo), Faizun Zack-
riya (Researcher), Ratna Sri Wijesing-
he (Poet), 1.V. Edirisinghe (Sociology,
Colombo), Dr. N. Shanmugaratnam
(Researcher), Shafinaz Hassendeen
(Consultant), J.C. Weliamuna
(Lawyer), Chandragupta Thenuwara
(Artist), Tennyson Perera (Writer),
Jayathilaka Kammallaweera (Writer),
Vasuki Nesiah (Lawyer), Dr. S.
Nanthikesan (Engineer), Ramani
Muttetuwegama (Lawyer), M. Maha-
nama Thero (Colombo University), S.
Manoranjan (Journalist), Fara Hanif-
fa (Researcher), Pasan Kodikara
(Playwright), Sunil Bastian (Resear-
cher), A.R. Lakshman Fernando
(Dept. of English, Colombo Universi-
ty), A. Patchamuttu (Publisher), Hec-
tor Abhayawardhana (Political Com-
mentator), Sydney Wanasinghe (Pub-
lisher), Ketesh Loganathan (Resear-
cher), P.P. Maniccam (Development
Consultant), Nirmal Ranjith Devasiri
(History, Colombo University), Ran-
jith Bandara (Economics Colombo
University), Chandrika Maliyagoda
(Student, Peradeniya University),
N.P.M. Saibdeen (Political Science,
Peradeniya), M.S.N. Anes (Philoso-
phy, Peradeniya), V. Nandakumar
(Geography, Peradeniya), M. Alfred
(Economics, Peradeniya), R.R. Mahes-
waran (Library, Peradeniya), Ann
Jabbar (Researcher), Kapila Kumara
Kalinga (Writer), Manubandu
Vidyapathi (Journalist), D.M.S.
Ariyarathna (Writer), Ahinsaka
Perera (Journalist), Dr. Laksiri Fer-
nando (Political Scientist), Ravi John
(Journalist), Ranjith Perera (Resear-
cher), Neluka Silva (Researcher),
Leela Isaac (Dept. of English, Uni-
versity of Kelaniya), Sunarida De-
shapriya (Editor, Yukthiya), C.J.
Amaratunga (Journalist), Sita Ran-
jani (Journalist), Kumudini Samuel
(Human Rights Activist), Dr. Sepali
Kottegoda (Researcher), A. Somaloka
Thero (Colombo University), Nimalka
Fernando (Lawyer), Anuruddha Loku-
hapuaratchi (Journalist), Dr. Tissa
Vitharane (Micro Biologist),
Jayaratne Maliyagoda (Trade Union-
ist), Rohin Weerasinghe (Kantha
Shakthi), Nandana Weeraratne (Jour-
nalist), K. Sarveswaran (University of
Colombo), D.A. Siyamabalapitiya
(Dept. of English, University of Col-
ombo), Underwood Manivasagar
(Lawyer), Anoma Pieris (Architect),
O.T. Ramiah (Trade Unionist), Ragi
Kadirgamar (Architect), Fizal Man-
soor (Computer Programmer), Harini
Amarasooriya (Sociologist), Sriyantha
Walpole (Photographer), Loranthi
Ellepola (Medical Student), Dananjaya
Tilakaratna (Lawyer), Regi Siriwarde-
na (Writer), Prof. Lakshman Dis-
sanayake, (Physics, Peradeniya).
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Ethnic Conflict and the West

by Adele Ann Balasingham

Since the breakdown of the negotia-
tions between the LTTE and the
Kumaratunga Government, Sri
Lanka’s foreign office and a section
of the Colombo media have been
working overtime in a slanderous
and vicious campaign against the
LTTE. While the media has
embarked on a wild, indiscriminate
anti-LTTE propaganda steeped in
racist sentiments, the foreign office
headed by Mr. Kadirkamar, has
launched a global disinformation
campaign to discredit the LTTE.

Locally and internationally the
propaganda war against the LTTE
is in full swing. Violating all norms
of journalistic ethics and standards
of objectivity, the Colombo based
journalists are crying out for an
all-out war against the LTTE. The
denunciation of the Tigers has
broken all bounds of rational politic-
al discourse. All sources of informa-
tion critical of the LTTE are being
highlighted to build up and justify
the anti-LTTE thinking that domin-
ates the Colombo scene today.

While the local media is engaged
in a mad frenzy to whip up ethnic
war, the Foreign Minister, Mr.
Kadirkamar is on a world tour
slandering the LTTE and openly
canvassing the foreign countries to
actively assist Sri Lanka’s war
against the Tamil Tigers.

Fearful that the powerful and
influential international Tamil lob-
by will effectively project the voice of
the struggling Tamil nation to the
outside world, Mr. Kadirkamar has

called upon the foreign countries,

particularly Western countries ~ to
close down the LTTE offices. Project-
ing himself both as a Tamil and as
the Foreign Minister of Sri Lanka,
Mr. Kadirkamar thought that it is
the right time to suppress the voice
of the Tamil expatriate commmun-
ity when some foreign countries are
critical of the LTTE over the break-
down of peace talks. But to his
disappointment, he has not received
a positive response. Since the politic-
al work of the LTTE branches
throughout the world is neither
directed against the host countries
nor contravenes their national in-
terest and does not violate the laws
of the land it seems most unlikely
that foreign countries would serious-
lv consider Kadirkamar’s request.
These countries are too well aware
L that the suppression of political

activity can only be symbolic and
does not lead to the end of political
engagement. Proscription of the
LTTE in foreign countries would
violate the basic principles of free-
dom of political expression, political
pluralism, multi-culturalism, toler-
ance etc., which western states pride
themselves on. The closure of LTTE
offices would not silence the voice of
the LTTE and thousands of its pat-
riotic supporters resident abroad,
but rather would force an otherwise
peaceful and law abiding immigrant
community to take the unpleasant
option of engaging in clandestine
political activity to further the
struggle of their oppressed brethren
in Sri Lanka.

Such an eventuality would have
negative effects on the social and
political milieu in the host countries.
The Tamil immigrant communities,
constituting a significant population
in various foreign countries, would
feel offended when their freedom of
political choice is tampered with.
Most of these people are themselves
victims of political persecution and
are sensitive to the struggle in their
homeland. They dream of returning
to their motherland once the ethnic
conflict ends. Therefore, any puni-
tive measures to repress the political
activities of these immigrant Tamil
populations will not serve the best
interests of the host countries.
Furthermore, the western countries
have articulated genuine concern for
the restoration of peace in Sri Lanka
and some countries have offered
mediation to end the dispute. In
these circumstances, any action to
close down the LTTE offices would
be detrimental to the peace efforts
and the possible mediatory role of
foreign countries.

In his global campaign Mr. Kadir-
kamar is trying to advance a thesis
that war is absolutely essential to
create the conditions of peace and he
has requested the western countries
to provide Sri Lanka with military
assistance to promote its peace
efforts. The international commun-
ity, we hope, will not be confused
with Sri Lanka’s fantastic theory of
peace which advocates war and vio-
lence for the realisation of peace, a
theory which has been in practice for
the last 15 years in Sri Lanka with
disastrous consequences.

The military option has become

the latest strategy in the Govern-
ment agenda for ‘peace process’. To
embark on a massive military cam-
paign in the ‘pursuit of peace’ Sri
Lankan military apparatus needs a
great deal of shaping up and reple-
nishing. Therefore, to undertake an
all-out war as a necessary stage of
the ‘peace process’ Mr. Kadirkamar
has called for ‘material assistance’
from foreign countries to back up
the political support the internation-
al community has lavished on Chan-
drika’s Government’s peace efforts.

Presumably the call for ‘material’
assistance is meant to read as in-
creased military support. What else
could it mean since the whole world
knows that as a State, Sri Lanka.
has allies who have in the past, do in
the present and will in the future
satisfy Sri Lanka’s regular military
concerns? What Sri Lanka requires
immediately is additional military

* assistance to bolster and strengthen
its military hardware and capability
for a major war.

Foreign states are bound to reflect
very deeply and to weigh up the pros
and cons of this issue prior to mak-
ing any commitments. The political
and military consequences are too
grave. Firstly, and at the most ob-
vious level, the distinction between
the supply of either lethal or ‘non-
lethal’ military hardware to Sri
Lanka military forces for a military
campaign cannot be sustained.
‘Non-lethal’ hardware supports
lethal hardware and both will be
deployed in military operations
where civilian casualties will be in-
evitable. Supplier nations, will,
therefore, have to accept responsibil-
ity for the killing and maiming of
Tamil civilians, homelessness, des-
truction of property, violation of
human rights that will necessarily
accompany a military campaign.

In such an eventuality, the force
of such noble political concepts as
freedom, human rights etc., the pil-
lars of the dominant political sys-
tems in the civilised world, diminish
in strength and appear as hypocri-
tical jargon. Surely the foreign coun-
tries fully understand that if the
military might of India failed in its
all-out efforts to break the will of the
people and to defeat the LTTE then
the only major impact of militarily
supporting Sri Lanka will be to
complicate the political-military con-
text even further and contribute to
the escalation and duration of the
conflict.

While present political-military

Continued on page 18
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developments figure largely in the
minds of foreign diplomats and fore-
ign department officials a brief jour-
ney into history is sometimes neces-
sary if a balanced perception of this
conflict is to remain in focus. To
begin with, let us look at the im-
plications of building up a massive
military force in a small country
such as Sri Lanka. It does not re-
quire a great deal of intellectual
gymnastics to understand that a
small country with limited resources
is financially incapable of supporting
a large, sophisticated military
apparatus, the consequences of
which will be foreign debt, unem-
ployment, poverty etc., leading to
social and political instability. Milit-
ary personnel will be, as they have
been in the past, deployed to quell
social and political unrest amongst
the Sinhala population. Human
rights abuses, for which the army is
notorious, will become a permanent
feature of Sri Lankan life. Foreign
military support will foster such
conditions. Similarly with the situa-
tion in the northeast. Military atro-
cities is one of the major factors for
the emergence of armed struggle as
a mode of political struggle by the
Tamil people. Secondly, for the past
fifteen years successive Sri Lankan
governments have pursued the
military path and failed to bring the
national conflict to a conclusion.
Indeed, the Sri Lanka state is as far
away today as it ever was from
political or military success in re-
solving this national conflict. In
short, foreign countries have no-
thing to gain and a great deal to lose
by militarily supporting the Sri
Lankan government’s war against
the Tamils. In fact the political cre-
dibility and neutrality of many
states will become questionable.

As the aggrieved party, the Tamil
nation looks upon the Western world
to take constructive measures to
encourage both the LTTE and the
Government to seek peaceful ways
to resolve the conflict, rather than
actively involving in assisting Sri
Lanka militarily which will certain-
ly prolong the conflict and produce
negative implications.

(Courtesy of Inside Report June
1995).

Land in Colombo For Sale

7 Perches, Alexandra Place, Colombo
7, for sale. Rs. 100,000 per perch.
Contact Mayuresa Mahadeva,
C/Galeon 11 — 9A, 28042 Madrid,
Spain.

Most Radical, Most Enlightened
and Most Progressive

by Chanaka Amaratunga

The devolution package of the Govern-
ment which has recently been un-
veiled is undoubtedly the principal
topic of political interest in Sri Lanka
today. The search for a scheme of
devolution that would satisfy the need
for self government and identity of Sri
Lanka’s Tamil citizens and thus res-

_tore the fabric of national unity that

became frayed in the 1950s, was
sharply torn in the 1960s and 1970s
and was almost totally rendered apart
in the 1980s, has been a long one.
Until now that scheme of devolution
has eluded us and the result, con-
tinued, violent, ethnic strife, has been
all too plain.

Ever since 1 became politically ac-
tive in this country in the 1980s, 1
have insisted that there can never be a
united, peaceful and free Sri Lanka,
unless all the people who live in this
country can genuinely have equal
rights, can fully give expression to
their needs for diversity and identity
and truly feel that they are equally the
heirs to all that is best in this country.
I have insisted also that this state of
affairs could never be achieved unless
a maximum degree of devolution was
granted to a number of units that
approximate to our current provinces,
through the creation of a federal con-
stitution. I have often said what I
believe to be true even now and for the
future that the adoption of a federal
constitution is the only means of re-
creating a united Sri Lanka and that is
also a system that ought to be accepted
for its intrinsic merits and as a means
of strengthening the liberal democra-
tic process in Sri Lanka.

Three serious attempts were made
by the main-stream political forces in
Sri Lanka in search of what has until
now proved to be the illusive quest for
a scheme of devolution that can truly
unite this country. The Indo-Sri Lanka
Accord of 1987 produced the inadequ-
ate and ulimately unsuccessful system
of Provincial Councils, the proposals
contained in the DPA Manifesto for
the Presidential Election of 1988 never
saw the light of day as the narrow
defeat of the candidate of that alliance
led to the abandonment of that prog-
ram, the devolution proposals con-
tained in the Presidential Election
Manifesto of the late Gamini Dis-
sanayake in October 1994, which were
more detailed and comprehensive than
any previous attempt to address the

issues of the sharing of power and of
national unity, died with him.

The package of devolution revealed
recently in some minor respects goes
even further than the late Gamini
Dissanayake’s proposals and is, there-
fore, in my view the most radical, the
most enlightened and the most prog-
ressive schemes of devolution Sri
Lanka has witnessed. If it becomes a
part, an integral part, of the proposed
new constitution and is operated in the
spirit in which it must be, it provides
the best chance yet, of the restoration
of a united Sri Lanka.

:Phis package of devolution which is
thorough, comprehensive and based
firmly on the spirit of liberal constitu-
tionalism, on the recognition that the
firm division of power amongst rival
centres of governance is at all times
constructive and a vital instrument in
the preservation of a free society, has
been drafted with an acute awareness
of the errors of the past.

It recognises what only the late
Gamini Dissanayake had the courage
to recognise before, that the unitary
state which many Sri Lankans believe
to be the necessary condition of a
united country, has in fact manifestly
failed to keep our country united. By
its declaration that ‘the united and
sovereign Republic of Sri Lanka is a
Union of Regions’ this package has
committed itself to the only constitu-
tional structure under which a
meaningful devolution of power can
take place. It has recognized that the
failure of the Thirteenth Amendment
makes it impossible to expect any
political party that represents the peo-
ple of the North and East to be
satisfied with devolution of power
within a unitary constitution. To make
this recognition plain to the whole
country, the proposed package envis-
ages that:

the legislative power of the People
will be exercised by Parliament, Re-
gional Councils and the People at a
Referendum. . . .

and that

the executive power of the People will
be exercised by the President of the
Republic acting on the advice of the
Prime Minister and the Cabinet of
Ministers and the Governors acting on
the advice of the respective Chief
Ministers and the Regional Boards of
Ministers. . ..




15 AUGUST 1995

TAMIL TIMES 19

To further secure a genuine sharing
of power between Parliament and Re-
gional Councils which

will exercise exclusive legislative and
executive competence within the de-
volved sphere.

The package includes a commitment
to repeal Article 76 of the current
constitution which declares that Par-
liament may not in any manner alien-
ate its powers to any other institution.

The provisions of this package have
quite rightly sought to ensure the full
autonomy of elected Regional Coun-
cils. Gone from this package are the
totally unjustified powers of the Gov-
ernor in the current Provincial Council
system which enable a Governor to
assume the power of a Provincial
Council if in his opinion there had been
or was likely to be a break-down in the
administration of a Province. The Gov-
ernor as envisaged in the package,
must act on the advice of a Chief
Minister who commands a majority in
the Provincial Council. Even in his
appointment of a Chief Minister the
Governor has to appoint a member of a
Regional Council who commands a
majority. Not as is the case now, a
member who in the Governor’s opinion
commands the majority. Under these
proposals the Governor is no longer an
agent of the Central Government in a
Region. He is appointed by the Presi-
dent, (who as envisaged in these prop-
osals, would be a non-executive Presi-
dent) with the concurrence of the
relevant Chief Minister, and therefore
would serve as a link between the
Centre and the Region. To this end the
package also envisages each Region
having its own Attorney General to
advise the Regional Government of its
powers. This is a very necessary provi-
gion as it is notorious that the Attor-
ney General under the present consti-
tutional arrangements has always de-
monstrated a bias towards the Central
Government and Central institutions
in interpreting the powers of Provin-
cial Councils.

The lists under this package have
been rationalised in a way that will
reduce conflicts between the Centre
and the Region to a minimum, first, by
making the lists comprehensive, and
second by eliminating the highly un-
satisfactory concurrent list under the
Thirteenth Amendment, retaining a
regional list and a reserved list. Sever-
al powers which are not at present
available to devolved units such as
wider powers of taxation, and the
ability to raise financial assistance
abroad have been included in the
regional lists. In an era that demands

ter media freedom it is envisaged
that both the Regions and the Centre

will be able to permit television and
broadcasting.

An area which does require im-
provement is the financial commission
that is to allocate resources to the
Regional Councils. The proposals as
set out do not indicate the composition
of the financial commission. This must
be set out as the composition of the
financial commission must be one that
adequately balances the interests of
both the Centre and the Regions.

The provisions as regards the judici-
ary and law and order are quite satis-
factory and envisage ordinary law
enforcement to be a regional responsi-
bility while offences against the state,
national security and responsibility for
security at elections shall be in the
hands of a National Police Force.

The provisions on land settlement
which envisage the vesting of all state
land in a region with the relevant
Regional Council while making provi-
sion for the Central Government to
acquire land in any region for its
purposes is entirely reasonable and in
the North East, will go a long way
towards allaying the fears of most of
the inhabitants in that area of state
organised colonisation schemes that
would alter the demographic pattern
to the disadvantage of the ethnic
groups who have long resided there.

In keeping with the practice of
federal states the city of Colombo and
Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte have in
these proposals been designated the
capital territory and are thus outside
the competence of the Western Re-
gional Council.

The proposals as envisaged are si-
lent on two significant areas which will
have considerable bearing on their
ultimate success. The first of these is
the absence of any mention of the
electoral system by which the Regional
Councils will be elected. If the Region-
al Councils are to be a genuine reflec-
tion of the people they represent, the
Regional Councils must be elected by a
system of proportional representation
which ensures accurate representation
for all political parties and ethnic
groups. The second is that it is an
essential feature of every Constitution
that involves extensive devolution of
power to sub-national units that the
national legislature is bicameral in
character. A Sri Lankan Senate in
which 60 per cent of Senators are
elected from the Regions and the other
40 per cent are nominated from among
distinguished personalities who can
contribute to the Parliamentary pro-
cess and to the strengthening of Cen-
tre-Regional relations would be a valu-
able addition to this package of devolu-
tion.

It is my view that the distribution of
powers set out in this package of
devolution, will if fully implemented
contribute considerably towards the
political marginalization of ethnic
separatism and hence also to its milit-
ary defeat. A genuine sharing of power
among diverse peoples and regions as
well as among diverse political forces,
such as these proposals envisage, will
help enormously in bringing about
that national unity and peace which
has so long eluded us. All those who
are truly committed to a united and
liberal democratic Sri Lanka should
therefore give these proposals their
fullest support. All of us should be
aware too, that those who may oppose
this package in the name of a united
Sri Lanka would in fact be contribut-
ing to its destruction. It is imperative
that is not they, but those who by
supporting this package of devolution,
stand firmly for a united, peaceful and
f}ee Sri Lanka, who must succeed.

“Traitor’ Amidst the Debacle

The LTTE suffered one of its worst
military debacles when an estimated
3,000 of its cadres mounted a con-
certed attack on 28 July upon a milit-
ary complex composed of a main base
camp and several satellite camps in
and around Weli Oya in the Mullaitivu
district in the northeast of the island,
while its Sea Tiger naval wing attack-
ed three coastal detachments.

While the Sri Lankan military
claimed that they had killed over 300
Tiger cadres and displayed hundreds
of dead bodies laid out in several rows
before handing them over to the ICRC,
the LTTE conceded that at least 128 of
its dead were women without giving a
figure for its male casualties.

For once, the army, navy and air
force were ready and waiting for the
LTTE assault leading to the comment
that the forces had received an adv-
anced tip-off about the impending
attack. the Tiger leadership in Jaffna
subsequently claimed that ‘traitors’ in
their midst had revealed prior in-
formation to security forces about the
attack.

According to army spokesman Brig.
Sarath Munasinghe, the air force
bombed 10 Sea Tiger assault craft and
troops repulsed the inland attack, kill-
ing scores of Tigers. He also said the
bodies of 182 LTTE cadres, mostly
those of women, were recovered, but
many more bodies had been seen
strewn along the beach near the
fishing village of Kokilai in the
Welioya area and put the likely final
death toll at more than 300. Muha-

Continued on page 33
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‘Facing the Challenge
Effectively and Honestly’

The following is the text of the address to the nation by President Chandrika
Kumaratunga on 3 August 1995 following the release of her Government’s
political package to resolve the ethnic conflict:

‘We Sri Lankans today are faced with
the most decisive and challenging mo-
ment in our centuries old history. The
decisions we take today are so fun-
damental that they will deeply influ-
ence and shape our destiny for many
generations.

The aspiration of the entire Sri
Lankan populace is that the current
national crisis centred around the
North and the East, be brought to a
peaceful, just and an honourable set-
tlement, ushering in an era of tran-
quillity and harmony. This crisis has,
for the last few decades, drawn the
entire Sri Lankan people without dis-
crimination, be they Sinhala, Tamil,
Muslim or Burgher, to the point of
ruin, impacting adversely on all
aspects of our national life. The ulti-
mate consequence of this debilitating
conflict is that a pall of gloom is cast
over the life of the nation.

It is not only the wealth of the
nation, not only the security and prop-
erty of our people that is at stake but
the very future of our children is now
placed at risk. It is the major obstacle
in the path of our progress, as a
country and a nation. The reversal of
our development efforts, increasing
inflation and the cost of living and
erosion of investor confidence further
exacerbating the problem of unem-
ployment are all direct results of the
war. This is true not only of economic
development, but democratic values
and basic human freedoms are all
endangered, driving our nation to the
brink of disaster.

The tragic loss of the nation’s chil-
dren of all communities is woefully
apparent. Murders, shootings, bomb-
ings and the like have created a
situation where it is impossible for a
person to walk on the streets devoid of
fear for his or her life.

It is vital that we liberate ourselves
from this unmitigated crisis. This is
the challenge facing us. The only way
this can be achieved is by eschewing
divisions based on race, religion and
political orientation and forging
ahead, united in thought and deed, as
one people. This is the central chal-
lenge faced by every Sri Lankan and
this is the only means by which we can
resolve this crisis.

The one major factor readily appa-
rent to an objective analyst of the
genesis and the history of this national
question is this; during the 50 years
since the end of the colonial era, the
aspirations of the Tamil people were
not adequately fulfilled within the
parameters of -the political process.
Instead, a regrettable feature of the
history of contemporary attempts to
address their demands consisted of the
disingenuous methods resorted to by
successive governments. These re-
sulted in acts of outright violence
leading to the entrenchment of inter-
racial anger, animosity and mutual
mistrust amongst the Sinhala, Tamil,
Muslim and Burgher communities.
Consequently, we have had to suffer
the bitter experience of witnessing the
end of peaceful coexistence, so much a
part of our cultural heritage built up
over 2500 years. The humanistic prin-
ciples which formed an integral part of
the social fabric of Sri Lanka were
shattered during ‘black July’ of 1983,
an event which made a bloody imprint
on the pages of history and which
serves as a constant reminder of our
unhappy quandary.

.1 would like you to reflect on two
further aspects of the current situa-
tion. Firstly, you who are heirs to this
country’s heritage need not bear the
weight of these shameful memories
any longer. You are ready to cast off
this burden from your shoulders.
Secondly, we who have been entrusted
with the governance of this country
are equally ready to shun the lust for
power, the instrumentality of state
sponsored violence and the pursuit of
narrow short-term political gain. Our
Government which bears the responsi-
bility for conducting matters of state
stands ready to repudiate former atti-
tudes and strategies.

What, then, is the responsibility
devolving on us all?

It is the identification of the root
cause underlying the current crisis
which has persisted for so many years
and the evolution of a rapid solution to
these vexed issues. The first task is,
therefore, a new approach predicated
on unqualified acceptance of the fact
that the Tamil people have genuine
grievances for which solutions must be
found.

The policy of a country must be
structured on the basic premise that
all sections of society are entitled to
recognition as constructive partners in
a pluralistic democracy. This is the
fundamental principle on which our
political vision is based.

In our view, therefore, the solution
to the current problem lies in the
implementation of a viable political
solution of the contentious issues. This
belief is at the very core of our political
outlook which was in the Manifesto of
the People’s Alliance; This has been
endorsed in the most emphatic terms
possible by millions of people who
voted for the Alliance at two consecu-
tive elections. We have received the
people’s unequivocal mandate to re-
solve this problem through the imple-
mentation of a political solution.

The attainment of this goal repre-
sents a challenge which is daunting by
Lits enormity. We have the courage to
accept this challenge and the commit-
ment to carry it through to an end.

My Government and I, with total
sincerity of conviction, now place be-
fore you a series of proposals aimed at
a lasting political solution. The propos-
als have not been arbitrarily or hastily
formulated. They have been prepared
in consultation with many responsible
persons who have gained an insight
into the current crisis. In essential
terms, they represent continuity with
similar attempts which have been
made in the past in many policy-
making fora. Each and every one of
you will be afforded the opportunity of
actively engaging in this exercise by
articulating your views as the debate
progresses. Your reactions in the im-
mediate future will also assist us in
giving full effect to the principle of
complete openness with regard to the
policy decisions of the Government.

From the inception of the present
administration, the Government de-
monstrably displayed its honest com-
mitment to the achievement of peace,
but the LTTE spurned the hand of
friendship extended to them, and is
now engaged in fighting a war against
the Government and against a peace-
ful resolution of the crisis. The LTTE
are prosecuting the war by usurping
the democratic rights of the people
whom they claim to represent. The
armed forces of the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment are seeking to free the people
of the North in an effort to give
position to their hopes and aspiration
for peace. The current military action
is not, by any means, one directed
against the Tamil people but is a battle
for peace waged only against the ene-
mies of peace.

The war is being fought according to
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a well defined strategy. Our only goal
in this war is peace. The Tamil people
are aware that there is now in power a
Government which is prepared to
address their problems and propose
pragmatic solutions at the political
level. Recourse to arms is therefore
unnecessary; all that is now required
is the spirit of goodwill and co-
operation among all the groups con-
cerned in working out, with thorough-
ness and determination, the basis of a
political settlement which will bring
peace, stability and prosperity to the
Sri Lankan community as a whole.

Our armed forces have demons-
trated their ability and willingness to
take on and overcome the LTTE. They
have fully accepted that the war is
being fought not against the Tamil
people, but against the LTTE. The
heads of the armed forces have
directed their officers in keeping with
the above policy and along the lines of
a well-planned campaign.

I wish to express my gratitude and
that of the government of Sri Lanka to
those members of our Armed Forces,
the Police and the Homeguards who
have fought heroically and selflessly
for the achievement of these ends,
sometimes at the cost of their lives. We
express our boundless gratitude and
appreciation to them.

We are meeting the armed attacks
of the LTTE with a well planned
military campaign. But military
means alone can not solve the minor-
ity problems of the people of Sri
Lanka. For a lasting solution to the
prevailing crisis, we have to evolve
political solutions. My government is
now ready to face the challenge effec-
tively and honestly. As we express
these thoughts, we are acutely aware
that extremist forces which are
against the government and peace, are
striving directly and indirectly to frus-
wate our efforts. The first comment I
would make regarding such forces is
that they have not propounded a vi-
able alternative to the measures prop-
esed by us. Their course of action
oonsists of exhorting others to make
war, while they themselves hide be-
hind hollow, extremist views filled
with hatred. I earnestly urge you to
reject them.

We have travelled far in a very short
time along the path you have chosen.
Our passage was rendered smooth by
the support you gave us. We have
received wide-spread approval from
the international community. Even in
the midst of a war, we have received
hitherto unprecedented commitments
of foreign aid. Many nations in Asia,
the Middle-East and in the West have
expressed their support for the Gov-
emment, and their strong displeasure

with the LTTE’s course of action.

We request your continued support
and blessings in our quest for peace,
we are unshaken in our commitment
to achieve the reconstruction of a new
society based on equality, justice and
mutual co-operation. My earnest wish
is that we go forward fortified with our
good wishes.

In our policy statement on January
6th 1995, we reiterated our commit-
ment to a new vision of Sri Lanka
grounded on the principles of equality,
accommodation and tolerance. We
stated in the statement ‘we have a
vision of Sri Lanka where all com-
munities can live in safety and secur-
ity, where human dignity is valued
and equality of treatment is an
accepted norm of public life. We be-
lieve that all communities must be
given the space to express their identi-
ty, and participate fully in the life of
the nation, whether it be at the nation-
al, provincial or local level. . ... With
this objective in view, the government
is seeking to rebuild the constitutional
foundation of a plural society within a
united and sovereign Republic of Sri
Lanka. This Republic will be a Union
of Regions. This exercise is based on
the following principles:

(a) An effective constitutional
framework for the devolution of
power to regions based on credibil-
ity, clarity, and an internally con-
sistent and coherent value system,
which is capable of effective imple-
mentation and includes structures
for the just resolution of centre-
region disputes;

(b) to encourage the regions and
communities which inhabit them to
become constructive partners of a
stable and pluralistic democracy.
(c) to ensure that all persons may
fully and effectively exercise all
their human rights and fun-
damental freedoms without any
discrimination and in full quality
before the law;

(d) to give recognition to Sinhala
and Tamil as official languages and
to thereby accord equality of status
to the official languages, and to
recognise English as a link lan-
guage;

(e) to protect the identity of distinct
communities and create conditions
for the promotion of that identity,
including the right to enjoy their
own culture, profess and practice
their own religion, and nurture and
promote their own language, and to
transact business with the state in
the national language of their
choice.

We may now proceed to summarise
the proposals on the devolution of

power to regions. The scheme of de-
volution envisages constituting re-
gional councils for every province with
exclusive legislative and executive
competence. In the north-east, there
would be a redemarcation of existing
provincial boundaries with full con-
sultation to ensure a reconciliation of
Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim interests.

Each Region would have a Region
Council with the legislative compe-
tence within the devolved sphere and a
Governor and a Board of Ministers
who will exercise the executive power
of the region. The Governor will be
appointed by the President with the
concurrence of the Chief Minister and
the Governor shall act on the advice of
the Chief Minister and the Board of
Ministers. The Governor will call upon
the person who commands the confi-
dence of the majority in the Regional
Council to form the Regional Adminis-
tration. The Chief Minister cannot be
removed from office so long as he
enjoys the confidence of the Regional
Council.

The subjects to be devolved and
those to be retained by the Centre are
set out in detail in the proposals. In the
demarcation of the relative powers
and responsibilities of the centre and
the region, there would be no concur-
rent list. In this regard, the centre
would retain defence, national secur-
ity, foreign affairs, immigration, cur-
rency, international economic rela-
tions, monetary policy, airports and
harbours, inter-regional transport,
national media and national archives
and museums, and archaeological sites
declared by law to be of national
importance, banking and insurance,
Buddhism and inter-regional irriga-
tion. The full list of subjects reserved
to the centre will be in the proposals.
The subjects and functions exclusively
devolved on the region would include
education and educational service, loc-
al government, housing and construc-
tion, agriculture, health, irrigation
within a region, transport, industries
and industrial development, fisheries
and social security.

In the field of law and order -

There would be a national police
service responsible for investigating
the offences against the state, and
threats to national security and it
would be headed by a national IGP
who would be responsible to the cen-
tral government.

There will be a regional police ser-
vice responsible to the relevant Chief
Minister.

A regional Police Commission will
be responsible for the recruitment and

Continued on page 23
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J. KULENDRAN
Beddington Insurance
Services (Wimbledon) Ltd

96 Sudbury Avenue,
North Wembley,

Middlesex HAQ 3BG
Tel: 0181-904 9686

157A Hartfield Road,
Wimbledon,

London SW19 3TJ
Tel: 0181-543 5181

® Fast cars
® Young drivers
® Convictions, etc.

® Contents and Buildings
® Commercial and Domestic
Funding

® Business Insurance
® Liability
® Indemnity, etc.

Fully Computerised Guaranteed Quotes and
Instant Cover For Motor Vehicles
Payment by Instalments Available

% * Visas for Elderly Parents, Wives, H

YOGA & CO.

For all your legal work
and conveyancing

Solicitors & Administrators of Oaths

47 Booth Road, Colindale,
London NW5 5JS

+ Telephone 0181-205 0899 .

IMMIGRATION SOLICITOR

* Asylum Applications/Asylum Appeals
* Extended Stay/Permanent Residence

Visitors, Students
* Citizenship * Also Other Appeals

Nearly 700 Tamil clients acted for up to now
Legal Aid Available

AJ. Phone/Fax: Tony Paterson
ATERSON onh 0181-748 8532

|

Sri Raja Rajeswary Amman Temple
Stoneleigh, Surrey

presents

Cultural Evening in aid of Building Fund
with
Carnatic Vocal Recital by Manickam Yogeswaran

Santhathikal (Generations), humorous drama by
Pulaver Sivanathan

Bharatha Natyam by Dharani Baladharan
Veena Recital by Vathani Varatharajan
Kaurimari Amman by children of Tolworth Tamil school

Saturday 9th September, at 6pm
at Rutlish School Hall, Watery Lane
Merton Park, London SW20 9AD

Chief Guest: His Worship, the Mayor of
Epsom & Ewell, Councillor Cyril Fraser

Tickets: Aduits £5, children (7-15yrs) £3, family £12

For tickets & information,
please phone: 0181-393 8147/01737 210477

KOKUVIL HINDU

OLD STUDENTS ASSOCIATION (UK)

President Secretary Treasurer
Dr. P. Arumugaraasah Mr. R. Guganeswaran Mr. V. Velthasan

THIRD ANNUAL LUNCH
& GENERAL MEETING

Venue:
Will Torne Pavilion

Stansfield Road, Becton,
London E6 4LT

Date: Sunday 24 September 1995
Time: 12 noon till 5pm
Tickets: £5 per Adult — Children under 10 free
For membership & tickets please contact:
R. Guganeswaren - 0181-864 0096
K. Nithiyananthan - 0181-648 6612

V. Velthasan - 0181-241 0054
S. Kanagasundaram - 0181-680 8578
S. Sri Ranjan - 0181952 7293

ALL MEMBERS — PLEASE ATTEND
WITH YOUR FAMILIES
Yours support is very much appreciated
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disciplinary control of the members of
the regional police service.

Land will be a devolved subject and
State land within a region will be
vested in the regional councils. State
land within a region required for the
purposes of the Centre in respect of a
reserved subject shall be utilised by
the Centre in accordance with such
procedures as may be established by
law.

There will be a High Court and a
Regional Judicial Service Commission
in every region. The High Court will
exercise criminal, appellate and writ
jurisdiction within the region. There
would also be a Regional Public Ser-
vice and the Regional Public Service
Commission which will be responsible
for recruitment and disciplinary con-
trol of all persons employed by or
seconded to the Regional Councils.

Regional Councils will have powers
of taxation and there would be other
arrangements for the sharing and

assignment of revenue. A devolution
commission will seek to resolve
through mediation and adjudication
centre - regional disputes.

The Constitutional framework relat-
ing to devolution will ensure that Sri
Lanka is a united and sovereign Re-
public and that it is a union of regions.

Our nation is on the cross-roads of
history. Our most formidable chal-
lenge is to build a nation with which
all communities and religious groups
can identify and feel part of. Many
previous attempts to evolve a durable
solution to the ethnic conflict have
failed for a want of sincerity, resolve
and imagination. Those who examine
these proposals will find that our gov-
ernment has made a genuine and
serious attempt to share power with
regions while retaining the unity of
the Republic. As early as in 1926, Mr.
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike prophesied
that ‘In Ceylon, each province should
have complete autonomy....A
thousand and one objects could be
raised against this system, but when

objections were dissipated. . . .it would
be (acknowledged as) the only solu-
tion’. I urge all political parties and
concerned groups to support these
proposals which are intended to re-
solve the crisis in the north-east with-
in a framework which reconciles the
interests of all communities.

My late father speaking at the dawn
of independence at the assembly hall
in Torrington Square stated as follows:

‘Compared with the great and
powerful nations of the world, we are
but a small people living in a small
country, but our history is rich with
examples of noblest impulses that
move mankind - heroism, chivalry,
piety, sacrifice and service. We shall
need them all, if we are to triumph in
the dark and difficult days that lie
before us’. That is truer today than it
was then.

This is our moment in history. Let
us together grasp it and dispel hatred

.and distrust and frame a common
future which we can be all proud of’.

4 August 1995.

Beliefs and Myths in Lanka’s
Ethnic Conflict

by Dr. S. Narapalasingam

Definitions

A myth is usually associated with a
traditional story of ostensibly historic-
al events narrated often in order to
legitimate a particular view of a people
or explain a practice, belief, or natural
phenomenon. The distinction between
myth and belief is important to expose
the distorted views reported recently
on the ongoing ethnic conflict in Sri
Lanka. A belief in this context means
the acceptance of something with cer-
tainty as true or real, chiefly based on
the examination of all relevant and
available information at that time.
There is a grey area between belief
and doubt when the supporting bases
are the personal experiences of some
members of the concerned group. If
the same experiences are realised by
significantly large number of its mem-
bers, then the beliefs are accepted as
true by the group. Since a belief in this
case, however convincing to be true to
the concerned group can be disputed
by others because they either have not
gone through the same harrowing
experiences or deliberately want to
disagree for selfish reasons. It is possi-
ble for a belief to be realised as untrue
when the earlier evidence that sup-
ported it is discovered later to be
biased or new evidence comes to light

to discard completely the old. Modern
science has many examples of previous
beliefs having been revised or aban-
doned completely when subsequent
research revealed new information.
The belief that the earth was flat
prevailed until it was disproved by
new evidence and so was the
erroneous belief that the sun moved
round the earth. A belief based on the
same experiences of many persons can
only be changed later by remedial
measures taken to counteract those
very factors that contributed to it. The
dissemination of the relevant unbiased
information is also crucial for chang-
ing previous beliefs. In contrast, faith
is firm belief in something for which
there is no need to show concrete proof
or cite the same collective experience
of many and is usually associated with
the doctrines of a religion.

Exploiting Ethnic Divisions

Ethnicity and religious faith are
similar in the sense that people belong
to the same ethnic group of religious
faith through inheritance and not by
choice, although in the latter case
there are few converts by conviction or
necessity from one faith to another.
The holy wars that took place in many
parts of the world a long time ago were

inspired by the desire to spread a
particular faith or to protect some
faith from annihilation. Even ethnic
cleansing has its roots in the same old
psyche of our ancestors. Ethnic or
religious wars left in their wake dis-
trust between the different groups and
durable fear of losing their distinct
identities through machinations by
the group wielding powers of govern-
ance in heterogenous societies.

Politicians in independent Sri Lanka
found an effective means of gaining
and sustaining political power by ex-
ploiting this very same distrust and
fear. They did not pursue policies that
would have fostered mutual under-
standing and racial tolerance and
allayed fears of ‘annihilation’ because
these did not serve their own selfish
interests. Many multi-religious
societies have progressed significantly .
since the times of major holy wars to
the ultimate stage of respecting
others’ faith. However, with regard to
ethnicity the same tolerant attitudes
and racial harmony are absent in
countries like Sri Lanka primarily
because of the exploitation of the
ethnic differences by politicians to cap-
ture power. The contrasting attitude of
religious leaders (except when they
assume the role of political mentors or
leaders) can be explained to the abs-
ence of greed for earthly benefits or
fleeting popularity that come with
political power.

Manipulating and Controlling
Information
A myth by definition is not based on
Continued on page 24
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factual information. It is this factor
that makes it important to examine
the objectivity of the information that
supports a particular view as legiti-
mate and not a myth. Information is
knowledge obtained from objective
investigation or study of events and
hence, by definition, must be factual.
In the context of ths discussion, in-
formation from the above standpoint
entails the collection of knowledge
through either impartial observation
of events that have some bearings on
the lives or attitudes of people or
comprehensive analysis of authentic
records of relevant events that occur-
red in the past.

In practice, opinions often are mis-
takenly acepted as information, espe-
cially by the majority of ordinary peo-
ple. This is encouraged by the mass
media and even by governments. The
reason is obvious; for information
obtained scientifically and dispersed
freely can be detrimental to the com-
mercial interests of the magnates in
the mass media and to the political
interests of governments. Hence the
desire to have control over the flow of
information. Seldom a clear distinction
is explicitly made between the opin-
ions of correspondents, historians and
politicians and facts reported in the
media. Even scholars in Sri Lanka
have contributed to this deceptive
perception of information. Opinions
tend to be accepted as facts by repeti-
tion and by the misleading ways they
are presented to the general public.

In dictatorial regimes, access to in-
formation from outside sources is de-
nied to the people through various
controls. Similarly, the outside world
has access only to the information on
internal matters provided by the au-
thorities. This serves the authorities
admirably as their ‘information’ which
invariably promote their ideology or
justify their actions tend to get
accepted as accurate. Although all
governments in Sri Lanka were com-
mitted to democracy, some had con-
trolled either directly or indirectly the
flow of information. Ideal situations
were created to spread myths and
conspiratorial theories and confirm in-
spired ‘beliefs’ during times of crisis.
Ironically, government’s own restric-
tions are contribution to the inaccessi-
bility of even their own information to
the residents in Jaffna! Conflicting
information on the situation in Jaffna
cannot be verified in the absence of
independent reports.

Challenge to the Concept of
Tamil Homeland

The book on a historical appraisal of

the claim of Sri Lankan Tamils that
the North-East region is their tradi-
tional homeland by Professor K.M. De
Silva has been reviewed by Partha S.
Ghosh, Director, Indian Council of
Social Science Research, New Delhi in
The Sunday Island of July 2, 1995 —
‘Myth of Tamil Homeland in Sri
Lanka’. The reviewer has made a
distinction between ‘perceptional
myths’ and myths created by ‘historic-
al facts’. It is claimed that unlike the
former, the latter are ‘less dangerous
because their veracity is verifiable’.
The reviewer also claims that he has
studied Sri Lanka’s ethnic problems
closely and has no doubts about the
illogical approach of the Indian Gov-
ernment in 1987 to transplant the
Indian federal model ‘to Sri Lanka, a
country with only two or three major
ethnic groups, without any provincial
tradition worth the name and one-fifth
of India’s size’. Furthermore, he has no
doubts that the Indian Government’s
thinking in terms of a unified North-
Eastern province has been a gross
error. In his mind, ‘De Silva’s book has
cleared some of the mysteries about
the demand for the Tamil Homeland’.
But by adding mercifully the proviso,
namely, ‘nothing is the last word in
historical research and it should pro-
voke the Tamil ideologues to come out
with a counter-thesis’, he has left some
leeway to change his mind!

It is astonishing that a person who
claims to be fully knowledgeable on
the ethnic problem in Sri Lanka, to
state that ‘as long as this challenge is
not accepted the present Tamil case
would remain weak’. First, he should
know that the ancient history of the
people of Sri Lanka is biased and the
Sinhalese and Tamil perceptions are
different. I have made this point in my
article on ‘Misconceptions and Anx-
ieties — IT’ published in the TT of May
1995. His assertion that unlike ‘per-
ceptible myths’, the veracity of ‘histor-
ical myths’ are verifiable shows that
he is unaware of the controversies
surrounding the history of the people
of Sri Lanka. The veracity of the
‘information’ used in the historical
studies on Sri Lanka is questionable.

The flaws in the methodologies and
arguments used to change a fact into a
myth and vice-versa have been dealt
with by many scholars. Rajan Hoole in
his articles under the titles ‘The Home-
land Question, Scholarship Without
Ethics and the Second Front’ and
‘Tamil Homeland and Heritage: An
Examination of Accredited Scho-
larship’ published in Counterpoint, De-
cember 1994 has exposed these de-
liberate efforts. The recent contribu-
tions of contemporary scholars high-
light the bias and contradictions in the

historical information on Sri Lanka
and illustraté how even more recent
data has been used selectively to sup-
port a particular view. (Reference is
made to the studies in the book — ‘The
Sri Lankan Tamils, Ethnicity &
Identity’ edited by Chelvadurai Man-
ogaran and Bryan Pfaffenberger,
Westview Press, 1994).

Second the reviewer has discredited
the demand for a federal state in Sri
Lanka by making comparison with the
size and ethnic diversity of India. His
comparison would have some validity,
if he too believes that federalism im-
plies secession. This view widely prom-
oted by Sinhalese politicians and
which yielded political dividends in the
past is a typical myth. The vigorous
propagation of this myth appears to
have made it difficult to use the emo-
tive F-word - federalism in any politic-
al package to solve the ethnic conflict
in Sri Lanka. Recently, a multi-ethnic
group of 36 Sri Lankan professionals
have forcefully renewed and rejuven-
ated the argument for peace. (‘Peace,
Lies and Ethnic Conflicts’ in The Sun-
day Island of July 16, 1995). They
believe that the fact the Tamils have
historically inhabited the Northeast is
irrelevant and what is relevant to the
resolution of the present conflict is the
history of discrimination against the
Tamils by the State. The ethnic factor,
particularly with regard to the de-
limitation of the territory in the East-
ern province for devolving powers,
cannot be ignored at present due to
certain beliefs of the minority com-
munities emanating from the inter-
racial conflicts themselves. These are
elaborated below.

Tamil Chauvinism and
Sinhalese Fears

Seeds of distrust and hatred were
planted in the minds of children
through the country-wide educational
system that glorified the chauvinism
of the Sinhalese and Tamils in their
respective text books. The teaching of
religion, literature and history empha-
sized the division in the society and
failed to focus on the difference be-
tween the past situations and present
requirements in the modern world.
Religious studies failed to inculcate
moral standards, compassion and
tolerance in the minds of children. In
fact, the emphasis fell on mythical
anecdotes and not on the underlying
precepts.

Until the late 1980s when the Indi-
an army was invited by the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka to help in ending
the civil war, the myth that the Tamils
in Sri Lanka gave their allegiance to
India prevailed among many
Sinhalese. Indeed, this myth contri-
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buted to the Sinhalese perception of
belonging to an endangered minority
group in the sub-region embracing
Tamil Nadu in south India and the
whole of Sri Lanka. The corollary of
this feeling is the apprehension of the
Buddhist clergy in Sri Lanka that
Buddhism as practised by the
Sinhalese would not survive under
Tamil (non-Buddhist) domination. On
the other hand, the myth of Indian
protection to the Tamils in the event of
total oppression by the Sinhalese also
prevailed among many Sri Lankan
Tamils until this time. In situations
where people take seriously even ‘per-
ceptional myths’, one myth leads to
another. An argument for denying the
Tamil demands re-emerged recently
on the premise that if some demands
are granted, the Tamils will claim
more and more which would be dis-
astrous to the Sinhalese! The advo-
cates do not realize that it is this kind
of logic that serves to support the
claim for a separate Tamil Eelam!
Thus, the racially motivated myths
which contributed to the distrusts and
fears, ultimately leading to the present
predicament of all Sri Lankans were
nurtured by both Sinhalese and
Tamils. Concerted efforts were not
made to debunk them.

Beliefs that Sustained the
Ethnic Friction

There are many beliefs, falling with-
in the definition given at the very
outset, that have sustained the friction
between the Sinhalese and Tamil com-
munities. Among those mentioned
here are some which have recently
been portrayed as myths and lies by
some Sinhalese scholars and profes-
sionals in the wake of the collapse of
the peace talks and the immediate
resumption of hostility by the LTTE on
April 19.

(1) The belief that continued settle-
ment of Sinhalese families in the
North-East by successive goverments
under their colonization schemes, de-
spite the strong protests of the Tamil
leaders, has been to weaken the poli-
tical influence of the Tamils by chang-
ing the demographic pattern in the
electorates there, is widespread among
the Tamils. The comment that the
colonization projects in the north and
east have not distorted the ethnic
ratios in these areas is gross travesty
of observed facts.

(2) The belief that the Tamils were
discriminated against by previous gov-
ernments in employment and in
admissions to the universities re-
mained strong, the latter especially in
the 1970s (notwithstanding the recent
claim to the contrary by a university
don). Discrimination in employment

and education was widely believed to
be a major factor that gave rise to
Tamil militancy.

(3) The belief of the Tamil people
that the development of the areas of
Tamil concentration in the North-East
was ignored by the State is easily
vigible to all, and the relevant informa-
tion is available in various official
publications as part of the national
economic statistics.

(4) The belief that successive gov-
ernments failed to implement their
own remedial measures, which they
had declared would alleviate the
hardships experienced by the Tamils
as a result of their lopsided acts
enacted primarily for short-term poli-
tical gains had a far reaching effect in
undermining the trust of the Tamil
people in the governments. The provi-
sion for the reasonable use of Tamil to
mitigate the extremism of the 1956
Sinhala Only Act was not im-
plemented. Even after legislating
Tamil also as an official language of
Sri Lanka following the Indo-Sri
Lanka Agreement of July 1987, its
implementation has been deficient.
Attention is drawn here to the 1957
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact
and the 1965 Dudley Senanayake-
Chelvanayakam Pact agreed to pacify
the Tamil demand for the decentalisa-
tion of governing powers but were
abrogated later.

(5) The belief that the lives and
properties of Tamils are insecure and
unsafe under the majority rule of the
Sinhalese has been reinforced by the
anti-Tamil riots of 1958, 1977, 1979,
1981 and 1983. The last pogrom insti-
gated by some Sinhalese leaders was
notorious for its severity. Those re-
sponsible for the burning of the public
library in Jaffna in June 1981, which
destroyed 97,000 valuable books and
rare documents held key positions in
government. Subsequent actions of
the security forces in the Northeast
such as arbitrary arrests, detention
without trial, torture, deaths and dis-
appearances of detainees all contri-
buted to the contention of this belief.
Although such extra-judicial punish-
ments were common during the time
of JVP’s insurgency, these were per-
ceived by the Tamils as part of the
wide anti-Tamil aggression.

(6) The belief that without a militant
struggle the Sinhalese leaders would
not grant the basic demands of the
Tamils was reinforced by the negative
and aggressive way they responded to
the peaceful methods of protests orga-
nized by the FP and later the TULF
over more than two decades. It is
relevant to note that the very policies
which the governments vehemently
implemented and which the Tamils

protested non-violently, undermined
the unity of the nation.

(7) The relentless artillery shelling
of residential areas in the North and
indiscriminate aerial bombing by the
security forces fighting the LTTE have
not helped to win the hearts and minds
of the Tamil people. On 9th July 1995
St. Peter’s Church in Navaly and an
adjoining school were hit by warplane
bombs, killing and injuring many civi-
lians, who had taken refuge there.
These were buildings designated as
safe by the military. In the six-day
retaliatory attack of the government
forces in the Jaffna peninsula laun-
ched on July 9 (following the series of
assaults since April 19 by the LTTE on
military targets), civilians were re-
ported to have fled the areas of fight-

“ing. The unofficial estimates of civilian
casualties during the six days, pro-
vided by the Jaffna Citizens Commit-
tee were 300 killed and 500 wounded.
A similar operation in 1987 by the Sri
Lankan army devastated large parts
of Jaffna peninsula forcing thousands
of refugees to flee to India. The milit-
ary actions against the civilians belies
the Government’s stance that the
LTTE and the Tamil people are sepa-
rate entities.

(8) The belief that through deception
self-seeking political goals can be
achieved has prevailed among many
leaders in Sri Lanka. This in turn led
to another related belief that parties
functioned with hidden agendas diffe-
rent to those declared publicly, e.g.
election promises and party manifes-
tos. The feeling that not only the
LTTE but also the government had a
hidden agenda for settling the ethnic
conflict different to that expected by
the people from their pronouncements
gained some credibility by govern-
ment’s reluctance to reveal the myste-
rious ‘peace package’ to the people.

(9) Beliefs that undermine the trust
between different communities are
also as perilous as those betwen the
State and any community. For exam-
ple, the way the Muslims in Jaffna
were driven out at very short notice
and the mass killing of 140 Muslims in
Kattankudy and another 122 in Era-

vur in 1990 gave rise to the belief
among those Muslims who had lived
for generations among the Tamils in
the North-East that the LTTE (pre-
sumably not the Tamils) cannot be
trusted. Troublemakers try to capital-
ize such beliefs to intensify communal
hatred as was evident from the photo-
copied letters purportedly sent by the
LTTE to Muslim leaders in Puttalam
asking them to leave the town by
August 1 or die! Sinhalese civilians too

Continued on page 26
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An Upbeat Meet

MDMK identifies ideology and allies

T.S. Subramanian
in Tiruchi

The Marumalarchi Dravida Munnet-
ra Kazhagam (MDMK), founded a
little more than a year ago, has come
into its own. This was evident from its
three-day State conference on June
30, July 1 and 2 at Tiruchi, where it
not only consolidated the party struc-
ture but did some serious deliberation
on the problems confronting the coun-
try and the State. The event also made
the cadres confident that the party
was gearing itself to face the par-
liamentary and Tamil Nadu Assembly
elections.

The conference deliberated on the
party ideology, firmed up its under-
standing with the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) and launched an offen-
sive against the enemies it identified.

It declared that the CPI(M) and the
MDMK would wage a joint battle to
throw out the ‘corrupt’ Governments
of P.V. Narasimha Rao at the Centre
and Jayalalitha in the State, fight the
communal forces represented by the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and
stoutly oppose the ‘ruinous’ new econo-
mic policy of the Centre.

General Secretary V. Gopalsamy de-
clared that ‘Jayalalitha is the Number
One political enemy of the MDMK’
and that his topmost priority ‘was to
fight her corrupt Government’. He
assured CPI(M) general secretary
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, who was a
special invitee, that ‘We shall never
form opportunistic alliances’ and that
‘we will never align ourselves with the
Congress’.

At the conference, the MDMK
asserted that it had not compromised

Continued from page 25

have been the victims of Tamil mili-
tancy. An injustice cannot be rectified
by another. Deliberate killings of
Sinhalese, Tamil and Muslim civilians
by the government forces and Tamil
militants have been a barbaric feature
of the ethnic contlict in Sri Lanka. It
has not in any way contributed to
ending the conflict and the attendant
miseries but only to prolong them.

Conclusion

From the above exposition, it follows
that the settlement of the ethnic con-
flict by force is counterproductive to
the ultimate goal of ensuring lasting
peace in Sri Lanka. Nor the creation of
an independent state of Tamil Eelam
through the ongoing armed struggle
will help to achieve this goal. On the
contrary, these methods will only per-
petuate forever the state of belliger-
ence between different ethnic groups
in Sri Lanka. Many beliefs and dis-
trusts that have contributed to the
ethnic conflict persist by default and
counterproductive actions of past and
present governments, only to be ex-
ploited by those interested in con-
tinuing the war.

Even though good intentions were
expressed by the present government
before and immediately after the last
two national elections and on which
high hopes were pinned by the Tamil

people to end their sufferings, they
have been left to feel that nothing has
been offered and nothing will change.
This is unfortunate, particularly in the
light of the euphoria that prevailed
among the suffering Tamil people fol-
lowing President Kumaratunga’s vic-
tory last year in the two elections. The
recent military offensive claimed by
the Government to be directed against
the LTTE and not against the Tamil
people, cannot be substantiated by the
heavy civilian casualties. The peace
groups quite rightly think that the
credibility of the government among
the Tamils is being destroyed and have
called for an immediate halt to the
offensive and to release its long-
awaited peace package devolving pow-
er (extensively) to meet the Tamil
demand for autonomy. Its release is
reported to have been postponed by
two more weeks from Government’s
own end-of-July deadline. Any further
postponement will undermine its cre-
dibility and implementation (assuming
its acceptance by the grieved party),
damaging the integrity of President
Kumaratunga’s government. In this
unfortunate event, the beliefs and
suspicions that sustained the violent
conflict will be reinforced further, des-
troying any hopes of an amicable
settlement of the conflict and the
return of peace in the foreseeable
future to the previously acclaimed
paradise on earth.

on the basic tenets of the Dravidian
movement: State autonomy, opposi-
tion to Hindi imposition, social justice
(reservation) and primacy to Tamil in
the State. If there were expectations
that the MDMK would keep a low
profile on the sensitive issue of support
to the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) in the latter’s fight for
‘a separate Tamil Eelam’, they were
belied. The conference concluded that
the formation of Eelam alone would
solve the ‘Tamil nationality question’
in Sri Lanka. The party asserted it had
‘every right to raise its voice in support
of Sri Lankan Tamils’.

Gopalsamy outlined the party’s
ideology in a few quick strokes: ‘We
have given up separatism, but not the
basic principles of Anna (C.N. Anna-
durai, Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
founder). Our goal is State autonomy.
There should be a thorough review of
the Constitution as demanded by
Anna. Powers should be devolved to
the States. Article 356 of the Constitu-
tion (which empowers the Centre to
dismiss State Governments) should be
deleted from the Constitution. All the
languages listed in the Eighth Sche-
dule should be made official lan-
guages. Tamil, a classical language,
should be first made an official lan-
guage. We are committed to ‘social
justice. We are opposed to the new
economic policy. We will join hands
with the CPI(M) and stand shoulder to
shoulder with it to fight the communal
forces and the corrupt governments of
Narasimha Rao and Jayalalitha. We
will raise our voice if Tamils are
attacked anywhere in the world’.

Surjeet, who attended the confer-
ence on the inaugural day, answered
skeptics who asked what was common
between the CPI(M) and the MDMK:
‘What is not common between the
CPI(M) and the MDMK? He said the
issues on which the two parties would
fight together were: the new economic
policy which was designed to ‘mort-
gage the independence of the country
to the World Bank and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund by serving the
interests of monopoly houses and mul-
tinational companies’, the rampant
corruption at the Centre and the ‘dark’
communal forces. These are issues
confronting the nation. We have a
common approach on them and that is
why we have come together. We have
common enemies at the national and
State levels. We are fighting against
the Congress and the All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (of
Jayalalitha). Our enemies are common
and the issues are common. This lays
the basis for sound cooperation. What
else is required?’ Surjeet said.

Tamil Nadu secretary of the CPI(M),
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N. Sankariah, who too attended the
conference on the inaugural day, said
both the parties were ‘working on the
basis of equality of status’. ‘We accept
that the MDMK has emerged as a big
force and it has its own ideology. So
has the CPI(M). Both the parties be-
lieve in joint action. We have already
taken part in many joint agitations.
The CPI(M) is fighting to establish
socialism. Gopalsamy has made it
clear that the MDMXK is not for separ-
atism. Both the CPI(M) and the
MDMK are together on the issues of
equality of languages, State autonomy
and strengthening India’s integrity.

The conference was refreshingly
different from similar events of other
parties. There were only two cut-outs,
of Periyar (E.V. Ramasami, pioneer of
the Dravidian movement) and Anna-
durai, on either side of the huge
pandal, and none of Gopalsamy. And
the massive procession on June 30 was
an unambiguous declaration of where
the party’s strength lay: the youth.

Enthusiastic young men and women
marched for hours, holding aloft giant
party flags and raising slogans in
praise of the general secretary and
condemning the ‘corrupt’ Jayalalitha
Government. Banners announced the
MDMK’s credo: integrity in politics,
honesty in public life and firmness in
principles. There were also banners
welcoming ‘our comrade Harkishan
Singh Surjeet’, who witnessed the pro-
cession from a dais with Gopalsamy. A
highlight of the procession, which took
12 hours to cross a point, was the 37
floats — tracing the growth of the
Dravidian movement, proclaiming the

party’s ideology, ridiculing and ex-.

coriating the Jayalalitha regime, and
S0 on.

Impressed by the massive mobilisa-
tion, Surjeet said at the inaugural, ‘It
was not a crowd hired by the Govern-
ment. Ninety per cent of them were
youth. One was able to see their great
enthusiasm. They want to see a
change in society. I can understand
their feelings. They have been dis-
appointed with the earlier leadership.
They have reposed confidence in the
MDMK and Gopalsamy. It is your
(Gopalsamy’s) responsibility to see
that their aspirations are not belied
and you have to fight in defence of
people’s interests’.

The MDMK was born amidst bitter
controversy. In October 1993, the sim-
mering feud in the DMK burst into the
open after party president M. Karuna-
nidhi said: ‘the Government of India
had come across unconfirmed informa-
tion that the LTTE has plans to eli-
minate you (Karunanidhi) in order to
promote the interests of Mr. V. Gopal-

samy’. A distraught Gopalsamy, a top-
ranking leader of the party, rallied
support for himself by asking, ‘What
have I done to the party to be branded
a traitor and a murderer?

What irritated the DMK high com-
mand was that Gopalsamy was

attracting huge crowds, especially the

youth, with his fiery oratory. His popu-
larity among the cadres was reported-
ly not to the liking of Karunanidhi’s
sons M K. Stalin and M.K. Azhagiri
and nephew ‘Murasoli’ Maran. After a
stand-off, the DMK expelled Gopal-
samy on November 11, 1993 alleging
he had acted contrary to party deci-
sions and violated discipline. Several
district secretaries left the DMK pro-
testing against the expulsion. They,
together with Gopalsamy, founded the
MDMK on May 6, 1994.

With the first State conference com-
ing just a year after its founding, the
party was keen that it should prove its
mettle. Besides, MDMK leaders were
nettled by the accusation by Tamil
Nadu Congress Committee president
Kumari Ananthan and other leaders
that the MDMK was ‘receiving money
from across the seas’ and also the
ATADMK to conduct the conference.
MDMK treasurer Kannappan said the
party had raised funds for the confer-
ence through its village, panchayat
union, town and district level units
and proper accounts were maintained.
Loud cheers broke out when he said it
was ‘inhuman’ to allege that LTTE
leader V. Prabakaran had provided
money. Prabakaran himself needed
money to sustain his struggle, Kanna-
pan argued. Chairman L. Ganesan too
objected to Kumari Ananthan’s
accusation.

Gopalsamy, referring to questions
such as how the district units could
collect big funds and whether the
MDMK could furnish acounts for
these, said these units had collected
Rs. 1.6 crore and Rs. 64 lakh was spent
on the conference. The remaining Rs.
52 lakh was handed over to the party
headquarters. He asked the Congress
leadership, ‘Why did it not bring leg-
islation to audit the accounts of politic-
al parties? I am prepared to accept
such legislation’.

A massive crowd had waited pa-
tiently for hours on July 2 to listen to
Gopalsamy. It was around 2-15 am.
on July 3 when he took the mike. A
major portion of his two-hour, emo-
tional speech was devoted to asserting
the MDMK’s right to ‘raise its voice’ in
support of the Sri Lankan Tamils’
cause.

Gopalsamy later explained to repor-
ters why he highlighted the Sri Lank-
an Tamils’ issue and what had compel-

led the conference to pass a resolution
that ‘a separate Eelam’ alone was the
solution to the ethnic crisis. ‘The situa-
tion today warrants this resolution.
Powerful forces are working against
the Eelam Tamils. The situation in Sri
Lanka, the moves of the Governments
of India and the U.S. (to help Colombo)
and the clever designs of the Chandri-
ka (Kumaratunga) Government war-
rant our support to the Tamil Eelam
cause. If we fail in this, posterity will
not forgive us. Besides, there was
criticism that I will be silent on the
Tamils’ issue. So I had to come out. . .
Chandrika is more cunning than J.R.
Jayewardene because she has suc-
ceeded in giving an impression to the
world that she is all for peace. Simul-
taneously, she is strengthening her
war machinery. Besides, has she re-
vealed her peace package?

Gopalsamy focussed attention also
on the Centre’s new economic policy
and the ‘corruption in high places’ in

*the AIADMK Government. He
pointed out that after the adoption of
the new economic policy, the percen-
tage of people below the poverty line
had increased from 37 to 41.1. The
policy had made the poor poorer. He
wondered whether the Prime Minister
was inventing developmental schemes
to enable multinationals to swindle the
country. ‘The new economic policy will
send India to the grave. We oppose
India being pledged to the IMF and the
World Bank’, he added and asked, ‘Did
the Congress establish a socialist pat-
tern of society as dreamt by Nehru?’

He accused Jayalalitha of ‘looting
government property’ and going on a
spree of buying private property.
‘Many people spoke here of the corrupt
Narasimha Rao Government. Some
entertain the hope that the Jayala-
litha Government, which is the foun-
tainhead of corruption, will be dismis-
sed by the Centre. But why was AK.
Banerjee, the Deputy Director of En-
forcement Directorate in Madras,
transferred? Did you (Narasimha Rao)
transfer him because there was a
phone call from Poes Garden (Jayala-
litha’s Madras residence)?’ he asked.

The conference passed 82 resolu-
tions without discussion. Deputy
general secretary Pon. Muthurama-
lingam said the important ones, on
State autonomy, social justice, opposi-
tion to Hindi imposition and solidarity
with the Sri Lankan Tamils’ cause,
had already been discussed in the
executive and administrative commit-
tees.

The resolutions attacked the Centre
for its economic policy and the Tamil
Nadu Government for the breakdown

Continued on page 28
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of law and order. The one on the
Jayalalitha Government’s ‘corruption’
was the longest, running to five pages.
Through another resolution, the party
demanded meaningful autonomy and
genuine devolution of powers to the
States to protect the ‘various nationa-
lities, their languages and culture’ in
the Indian Union. All those subjects
transferred from the State List to the
Concurrent List after 1950 should be
restored to the States. ‘The Centre has
been duping’ Tamil Nadu from 1947.
‘Many development schemes had not
been sanctioned to Tamil Nadu...
Only a full-fledged federal set-up and
the blossoming of State autonomy will
ensure the integrity of the country’.

Another resolution wanted the Con-
stitution to be amended to enable the
States to fix their own quota of re-
servation. Yet another wanted Tamil
as a medium of instruction in schools
and colleges and also the genuine
implementation of Tamil as the official
language of the State.

The conference demanded that the
Governor permit the MDMK to prose-
cute Jayalalitha under the Indian Pen-
al Code for corruption. ‘All the prop-
erties acquired by Jayalalitha, her
female companion, Ministers and rul-
ing party men by means of cerruption
and bribery should be cenfiscated’, it
said.

Surjeet told reporters it was difficult
to say where there was more corrup-
tion, in New Delhi or Madras. In
consonance with the position we have
taken against criminalisation of poli-
tics and corruption, we have to fight
against the AIADMK.. The AIADMK
cannot be different from the Congress.
It supports the Congress’ economic
policies’, he said. He pointed out that
when the National Integration Council
met on November 23, 1992, Jayala-
litha ‘openly’ supported demolition of
the Babri Masjid and construction of a
temple there.

Whether the AIADMK would align
itself with Narasimha Rao’s Congress
or the BJP would depend on ‘decisions
in New Delhi’, Surjeet said. He ac-

cused the DMK of vacillating on the
question of its alliance’ and waiting
‘for the final decision of New Delhi’.
Jayalalitha’s efforts to join the Nation-
al Front also depended on the decision
in New Delhi. ‘Our opposition to the
AIADMK will remain whether it joins
the National Front or not’, he said.

Sankariah pointed out that bribery,
rape, corruption and lock-up deaths
had become rampant in Tamil Nadu.
‘Jayalalitha cannot wash her sins by
joining the National Front. If the
National Front admits the AIADMK,
the CPI(M) will have no truck with the
National Front as far as Tamil Nadu is
concerned’, he said. He challenged
Karunanidhi to announce that the
DMK would not ally with the ‘corrupt’
Narasimha Rao Congress.

The two parties have decided to
picket jointly Central and State Gov-
ernment offices on August 9 to fight
the new economic policy, expose the
‘atrocities’ taking place in Tamil Nadu
and demand that civic polls be held in
the State.

(Courtesy of Frontline, 28.7.95).

Continued from page 7

on-going ethnic conflict in the north-
east of the island. I can justifiably say
that the international community has
turned favourably on the Sri Lankan
stance particularly of the peace initia-
tives of President Chandrika Kumar-
atunga. To that extent the LTTE is at
a disadvantage in terms of interna-
tional thinking.

And particularly our relations with
India have reached an extremely
warm and friendly phase all to the
good.

Q: There have been reports that you
are considering banning the LTTE. Is
this correct?

A: We are certainly contemplating
that. We are looking at legislative
ways of doing that but no decision has
been taken.

Q: In the context of the controversy
over renewing diplomatic ties with
Israel what have you decided?

A: What we have done as any Foreign
Ministry does all the time is review
foreign policy options with regard to
the various countries. No decision will
be taken until we have consulted all
the parties, both domestic and foreign
parties. There is an anti-Israel lobby in
the country and I have heard that
about 65 MPs have signed a memoran-
dum but I have not seen it.

Q: You said in a recent interview that

the international community was well
aware that there had to be a bout of
fighting with the LTTE to force them
to the negotiating table. Was opera-
tion ‘Leap Forward’ that bout of fight-
ing you spoke of, or is there more to
come?

A: The LTTE by unilaterally breaking
the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement
on April 19, made it clear to us that
they had resorted to the option of war.
It would appear that its aim is to
establish a state of Eelam in the north
and east. The government had to
respond to that, and our response has
been to oppose that. The bout of
fighting was inevitable because no
government can take an assault on it,
lying down.

It may have a beneficial result for
we hope that the fighting will bring
home to the LTTE that it cannot
achieve its objectives by war. The
international community recognises
the inevitability of the situation. They
do not blame us for reacting militarily.
Whether it is the only bout of fighting,
and whether there is more to come is a
military question although it has poli-
tical implications too.

Q: Has there been a negative fall-out
because of the civilian casualties of
operation ‘Leap Forward’?

A: As to the so-called bombing of the
Navaly Church in Jaffna we don't
know what really happened. As to a
negative fall-out yes. But no right-

thinking person will say it was deliber-
ate and of course when there are
civilian casualties there is a hue and
cry. If it was an accident by the
government we are deeply sorry. It
can be said that for the first time in
recent years that the government has
been bent on reconciliation with the
Tamil people. President Chandrika
Kumaratunga has a spotless record of
her concern for the Tamil people.

Q: On the extradition of LTTE leader
Vellupillai Prabhakaran has any
headway been made, and is there a
timeframe?

A: The Attorney General is going
through a very big dossier handed over
by India to see whether there is a
prima facie case against Mr. Prabha-
karan. The government does not come
into the picture until advised by our
legal authorities. There is no timef-
rame.

Q: Personally what has this year in
politics meant to you.

A: My lifestyle has changed dramati-
cally with an onerous lot of responsibi-
lities which I take very seriously. And
I have become a prisoner of security
considerations. But on the plus side I
take heart that I have been able to
contribute in some way to some of the
urgent problems of our time. When I
decided to enter politics it was because
I wanted to put something into the
society from which I gained much.
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READERS
FORUM

MISSING CLAUSES IN
THE NEW CONTRACT

THE MUCH publicised plea For a
New Social Contract’ signed by a num-
ber of intellectuals (Tamil Times, July
*95) in its attempts to apportion blame
between Sinhala nationalists and the
LTTE for the failure of the parties
concerned to bring the war to an end
has failed to recognize some important
facts and refuses to accept some basic
principles that are essential to the
peaceful resolution of the national
question.

What has been rather conveniently
forgotten is the credibility of the PA
Government. This government which
was given a massive mandate in the
Presidential election of 1994 did not
take too long to go back on every one of
its important promises. It let down the
workers when they stood for their
rights, began to threaten the media by
using methods not too unfamiliar to us
in the recent past, reimposed or con-
tinued the ban on the transport of
several essential goods to the north,
and has been responsible for the bomb-
ing of public places.

Unidentifiably mutilated bodies
found floating in water, not long ago,
have reminded us of the days of the
Premadasa regime when at least
50,000 young men fell victim to state
terror. That machinery of repression is
still intact, despite the change in gov-
ernment. the government even tried to
ban May Day rallies while the VOA
got its green light. It is no wonder that
the IMF and the World Bank love this
PA socialism with Sri Lankan charac-
teristics. The PA has been unswerving
in its loyalty to the comprador elite
establishment and that is one promise
that the President has kept, namely
the one to the Chamber of Commerce
that she will not upset the applecart.

The authors of the appeal, by por-
traying the LTTE and the Sinhala
chauvinists as the representatives of
the two extremist positions on the
national question, are distorting the
picture through ignoring the role of
the PA Government. The government
remains the aggressor and oppressor
while it allows the armed forces to
continue to drive civilians from their
homes and bomb and shell civilian
targets. The government forces still
act like an army of occupation. No-

thing has happened to change this and
the PA Government was more keen on
‘winning friends and influencing peo-
ple’ among potential allies overseas in
its war to defeat the LTTE than in
taking serious steps towards a peace-
ful solution. The President’s indiscreet
utterances in India a few months ago
lacked statesmanship and her recent
actions have disillusioned many of

those who had pinned their hopes on

her for a peaceful resolution of the
national question, the restoration of
democratic rights and the reversal of
the foreign and economic policies of the
past seventeen years.

The appeal seems to defend the right
of the state to make reasonable milit-
ary responses to ‘LTTE aggression’.
One may suppose that since the term
‘reasonable’ is rather woolly, this is a
licence for the state to define its own
reasonable responses against ‘LTTE
aggression’.

The other claims that the LTTE
defines peace as Eelam remains to be
proven, since, so far, no government in
the south has come out with any
solution that will be acceptable to the
majority of the Thamil nationality or
acted in a way that inspires confidence
in the government. There has been no
truly Sri Lankan party in the country
since independence, except for the left
parties, until their disintegration fol-
lowing the surrender of the LSSP and
the pro-Soviet CP to the SLFP be-
tween 1963 and 1970. The UNP, de-
spite its ‘multi-ethnic’ character in
1947-57, had a Sinhala chauvinist
agenda. The SLFP made no pretences
about its Sinhala nationalism. Every
member of minority nationality in the
Sri Lankan government was a junior
partner who had to accept primacy of
the Sinhala nationalist (and later
Sinhala-Buddhist) interests.

I am not a defender of the LTTE’s
acts of violence against other nationa-
lities nor do I approve of the lack of
democracy in the north. Like in the
case of the JVP, the actions of an
oppressive government have to bear
much of the blame for the creation of
such circumstances. The appeal fails
miserably in this respect. I suspect
that this failure is a result of an
underlying faith in the minds of a
majority of signatories that the PA
Government still has the intention and
ability to deliver a peaceful solution.

The terminology used by the au-
thors to describe the national question
is designed to negate the fact that the
immediate issue concerns two nationa-
lities. The use of terms like ethnic-
conflict and multi-ethnic society and
the reference to nationalism more as a

concept than as something existing in
relation to the reality of a Thamil
nation that has emerged as a consequ-
ence of national oppression is not
surprising in the context of the rejec-
tion of the right to self-determination
on the basis of traditional homelands.
They even argue that the notion of
self-determination and the exclusivity
of the traditional homeland as essen-
tial and indispensable prefixes for the
resolution of the national question is
archaic and redundant. It makes one
wonder whether their proposal is se-
rious at all about a just and lasting
solution. The notion of exclusivity of a
traditional homeland can be seen by
some as a kind of principle that will
lead to ethnic cleansing. But this need
not be the case and should certainly
not be if there is to be lasting peace.

The fact remains that traditional
Thamil and Muslim regions have been
systematically and intentionally colo-
hised, even using the argument of a
multi-ethnic nation, to reduce the Tha-
mil and Muslim people to a minority in
their regions and to deprive the Tha-
mil people of a geographically con-
tiguous territory. It was this experi-
ence that makes the Thamil people
insist on the recognition of their tradi-
tional homelands. I find it hard to
understand the signatories’ fear of the
notion of self-determination. They
advocate autonomy without self-
determination. This perhaps is a result
of their equating the right to secession
with the act of secession itself.

While I admire the sentiments of the
authors of the document in relation to
a truly multi-ethnic state, I regret to
note that Sri Lanka has gradually
ceased to be a multi-ethnic society
since the ascent of Sinhala chauvin-
ism. The events since 1977, and espe-
cially after 1983, have led the Thamil
people to feel that they are a nation, or
at least not part of a Sri Lankan
nation whose identity had become in-
creasingly Sinhala Buddhist. So, for
the present, Sri Lanka can at best, be
a state representing several nationali-
ties. But a just solution could bring the
people closer and lead to the emerg-
ence of a truly multi-ethnic society.
That is for some distant, or hopefully
near-distant future.

What amazed me most was that the
authors of the document consider
Canada, South Africa, India, Nigeria
and Malaysia (emphasis mine), to be -
among societies which have tried and
tested policies aimed at accepting de-
volution, difference and diversity.
Perhaps we read different newspapers.

S. Sivasegaram,
London SW20.
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0.-£3, (Vat 17/2% extra) Prepayment essential

‘The Advertisement Manager;
‘Tamil Times Ltd., PO Box 121,
‘Sutton, Surrey SM1 3TD..;

hone: 0181-644 0972

MATRIMONIAL
Jaffna Hindu brother, seeks
partner, preferably in employ-
ment for graduate electrical en-
gineer brother, 34. Send details
with horoscope. M 804 c/o
Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu brother, Austra-
lian citizen seeks groom for
graduate sister, 34, living in
Colombo. Send horoscope, de-
tails. M 805 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
partner for pretty daughter, 35,
innocent divorcee, UK and US
qualified accountant in good
employment in US. Send de-
lails M 806 c/o Tamil Times.

WEDDING BELLS

We congratulate the following
couples on their recent wed-
ding.

Sivanathan son of the late Mr.
& Mrs. Visuvanather and Shan-
thini daughter of the late Mr. &
Mrs. Nagiah at Great Hall,
Bromley Civic Centre, Kent on
20.8.95.

Janakan son of late Mr. Bala-
singam and Mrs. Kanthimathy
Balasingam of 8A Elisworth
Street, Somerville, Mass.
01245, USA and Charumathi
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. N. Wi-
jayaharan of 33 Park Circle,
Rochester NY 14623, USA on
19.8.95 at India Community
Centre, Penfield, New York.

OBITUARIES

Mr. Ponnampalam Sripath-

manathan, Electronic En-
gineer, Leica Cambridge Ltd.,
U.K., beloved husband of
Maheswari; loving father of
Sivahami and Ramanan; son of
the late Mr. V. Ponnampalam
and Mrs. Pooranam Ponnam-
palam of Thirunelvely, Jaffna;
brother of Yogasundaram,

Fax: 0181-241

Sathiamoorthy and Rajagopal;
brother-in-law of Dr. (Mrs.)
Jegatheswary Somasundarara-
jah, Kuhanendran, Dr. (Mrs.)
Nimaleswary Vamadevan, Dr.
Balendran, Dr. Vipulendran and
the late Sivanendran passed
away on 27.6.95 and was cre-~
mated at Mortlake Cremator-
ium, London SW14 — 154 Wills
Crescent, Hounslow, Middx.
Tel: 0181 898 7578.

Mr. Arulampalam Kumar-
aguru, Retired Registered
Medical Practitioner, Sri Lanka;
formerly of 19 Suvi Suddhar-
ama Road, Colombo 6; beloved
husband of Sivahamasunthery,
Retired teacher, Isaipathana
Junior School, Colombo 4; lov-
ing father of Gowrie Baii (Mad-
ras) Kumaresan (Canada);
father-in-law of Karunaharan
and Sankavai; loving grand-
father of Prahalathan, Parathan
and Seyanthan passed away
on 24.6.95 and cremation took
place in Toronto.

The members of the family
thank all friends and relatives
who aftended the funeral and
sent messages of sympathy. —
Unit 101, 250 John Garland
Bivd., Rexdale, Ontario M9V
1N8, Canada. Tel: (416) 742
4944,

Sinnathamby Saravanamuttu
of Maviddapuram, Kollankalad-
dy, Tellipalai, Veterinary
Surgeon and formerly Superin-
tendent Colombo Municipality
Slaughter House, husband of
late Marahathavalli, brother of
late Sangarapillai and late Kan-
diah, father of late Rajaluxmy,
Sundari and Dr. Thanaluxmy
father-in-law of late Maheswar-
an, Kandiah and late Prof.
Saravanapavanandan pased

away in Madras on 17th August
'95. — 1161 Kotte Road, Ra-
jagiriya, Sri Lanka.

Dr. J. Senathirajah FRCOG
Born: 26.09.44
Died: 24.03.95

Dr. Jeyarajan Senathirajah
(Airedale Hospital, Keighley),
beloved husband of Dr. Man-
ohari (Burley-in-Wharfdale
Hospital); loving father of
Dushyanthan (Leeds Universi-
ty) and Carthiga (Leicester Uni-
versity); son of the late Mr. &
Mrs. P.A. Senathiralah (of
Somasundaram Avenue,
Chundikuli) and son-in-law of
the late Mr. T. Carthigesar and
Mrs. Carthigesar (of 1.B.C.
Road, Wellawatte) passed
away on 24th March 1995 and
was cremated at a private
funeral according to his wishes.
Ashes will be interred in Jaffna
at a later date. — 51 Thornhill
Road, Steeton, Keighley, W.
Yorks. BD20 6TN.

Mr. Thillainathan Manickava-
sagar, Retired Director of
Education of Northern Region,
Sri Lanka; beloved husband of
Gnanambigai; loving father of
Sarojini, Sri Krishnanathan, Dr.
Shantha Nadarajah (Savuntha-
la), Parimala (all of Canada),
Susheela (UK) and Thil-
lainathan (Canada); father-in-
law of Sathiyananthan, Mala,
Nadarajah (all of Canada) and
Dr. Skelton Robinson (UK);
grandfather of Subanan, Shiba-
ni, Subash Krishan, Manoj,
Shaumiya, Umashanthi (Re-
becca) all of Canada and
James (UK) passed away
peacefully on 12.6.95 in Toron-
to and was cremated at High-
land Memorial Gardens, North
York, Ontario, Canada on 15th
June.

The members of the family
thank all friends and relatives

who attended the funeral, sent
messages of sympathy and
condoled with them during the
time of great sorrow — 57 Park-
wood Village Drive, Apt. 506,
North York, Ontario M3A 2X2,
Canada. Tel: 416 510 0985.

Vaithilingam Jeyaratnam, be-
loved youngest son of the late
Mr. Alfred Vaithilingam and
Mrs. Nagulambigai Vaithiling-
am of Erlalai South, Sri Lanka,
brother of Mrs. Gunayagam,
the late Navaratnam, Gunarat-
nam and Mrs. Muthiah (all of Sri
Lanka), Thavaratnam (Auslra-
lia), Jebaratnam (UK) and Mrs.
Jebaraj (Sri Lanka) passed
away on 09.08.95 in Erlalai. A
memorial service will be held
on 10.09.95 at Hammersmith
Methodist Church, UK, at
3.30pm.

Mr. R.N. Sivapragasam, Atfor-
ney-at-Law; Editor Hindu
Organ and Inthusathanam;, ex-
President, Saiva Paripalana
Sabai; brother of the late Mr.
R.N. Sivasamboo, Journalist
and Mrs. Sathiawathy Nadara-
jah; brother-in-law of the late
Senator Nadarajah, Attorney-
at-Law; loving father of Mr.
Sritharan, Attorney-at-Law,
(Canada), Mr. Kengatharan
(Mallakam, Sri Lanka) and Mrs.
Ketharagowrie Balasubrama-
niam (UK); father-in-law of Mrs.
Gnanasakthi Sritharan, Mrs.
Kailanayaki Kengatharan and
Mr. Balasubramaniam; grand-
father of Sivasoruban, Yamalai,
Gowilini and Premasoruban (all
of Canada), Rudrarubini and
Sivapragasam (Mallakam) and
Vidyaharan (UK) passed away

* peaetully on 5th August 1995.

The funeral took place on 6th
August. — Mallakam, Sri Lanka.
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IN MEMORIAM

in everloving memory of Mrs.
Sushila Jayaratnam who pas-
sed away on 14.7.91.

Sorrowfully remembered by
husband Jayam; daughters
Kalyani, Tharani and Sumanthi-
ni; son-in-law Kanakendran
and sisters Kamala and Indra. -
P.O. Box 174, Gaborone, Bots-
wana.

Mr. Mayilvaganam Velum-
mayilum, J.P., UM., Attorney-
at-law and former Chairman,

Urban Council, Point Pedro, Sri
Lanka passed away on 31.8.89
and the sixth anniversary of his
demise falls on 31.8.95.

Sadly missed by his loving
wife, children Thayanandarajah
(UK), Nithiyanandarajah (New
Zealand), Mayilvaganarajah
(UK), Chitra, Anandarajabh,
Krishnarajah and Jayanthi (all
of Sri Lanka); grandson Camer-
on; in-laws, relatives, friends
and a host of grateful consti-
tuents — 59 Edgwarebury Gar-
dens, Edgware, Middx. HA8
8LL.

In loving memory of Mr.
Apputhurai Gunaratnam of
Point Pedro, Sri Lanka, former-
ly Divisional Superintendent of
Post Offices, Sri Lanka on the
fifth anniversary of his passing
away on 28.8.90.

Sadly missed and fondly re-
membered by his loving wife
Rani; children Thirukumaran
(Australia), Vasuki (Sri Lanka),
Devaki (Australia), Sutharsan
(UK) and Saratha Devi (Sri
Lanka); daughter-in-law Vasan-
thi; son-in-law Radhakrishnan;
grand daughter Mayurica; sis-
ter and in-laws — 67B St. Ann’s
Road, London N15 6NJ. Tel:
0181 802 5601.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

September 2 6.45pm Tamil
Orphans’ Trust presents
Natyanjali by the students of
Mrs. Uma Chandratheva at
Acton Town Hall, High Streelt,
London W3. Tel: 0181 908
3540/482 7745.

Sept. 3 Aavani Moolam.

Sept. 5 Eekathasi.

Sept. 6 Pirathosam.

Sept. 8 Full Moon; Feast of
Birthday of Our Lady Mary.
Sept. 14 Feast of the Friumph
of the Cross.

Sept. 15 Feast of Our Lady
Mary of Sorrows.

Sept. 16 Feast of St. Comelius.
Sept. 17 12 noon Skanda
Varodaya College O.S.A.
Tenth Annual Reunion Lunch,
Variety Entertainment and
A.G.M. Tel: 0181 644 0972/881
6741/651 5263.

Sept. 17 6.45pm Lakshmi Art
Centre and S.C.O.T. present
an evening of Bharatha Natyam

at Watersmeet Theatre, High
Street, Rickmansworth in Aid of
Relief and Rehabilitation in
North and East Sri Lanka. Tel:
0181 904 6472/248 0512.
Sept. 20 Eekathasi.

Sept. 21 Feast of St. Mathew.
Sept. 22 Pirathosam.

Sept. 23 First Purattasi Sani;
6.30pm Saivi Munnetta San-
gam presents Drama and
Dance at Langdon School Hall,
Sussex Road, East Ham, Lon-
don E6 2PS. Tel: 01268
766624.

Sept. 24 Amavasai.

Sept. 27 Feast of St. Vincent
de Paul.

Sept. 28 Sathurthi; Navarath-
thiri Festival Starts.

Sept. 29 Feast of St.s Michael,
Gabriel and Raphael.

Sept. 30 Second Purattassi
Sani; Saraswathy Poojah
starts; 6.30pm Bharatha
Natyam Arangetram of Miss
Domatilla Arulmoli Sivagunam,
disciple of Smt Pathmini
Gunaseelan at Lloyds  Park
Theatre, Winns Terrace, Forest
Road, London E17.

At Bhawan Centre, 4A Castle-
town Road, London Wi4
9HQ. Tel: 0171-381 3086/
4608.

Sept. 9 2.00pm to 6.30pm
Seminar on Indian Renaiss-
ance.

Sept. 30 Bharatha Natyam Re-
cital by Gita Cambow.

Tamil Orphans’ Trust
Thanks Sudha Ragunathan

Smt Sudha Ragunathan, a top ranking
Camatic Musician from South India and an
active supporter of the Tamil Orphans’
Trust in UK visited London recently to

present three well attended vocal recitals -

n aid of the Trust. Picture above shows a

trophy being presented to her by Mr.
Wimal Sockanathan, Solicitor, Broadcas-
ter and Past President of the Trust. Look-
ing on is Mr. Pon Theivendran, the current
President.

The Tamil Orphans’ Trust, a UK reg-
istered Charity formed in 1988 after the
turmoil in the North and East of Sri Lanka
has a well supported fund raising activity
efficiently supplemented by distribution to
the needy orphans. For details telephone
0181 908 3540/422 0012.

World Hindu Conference in
South Africa

Decades of isolation of South African
Hindus was brought to an end by the
inauguration of the World Hindu Confer-
ence in Durban from 7th to 10th July 1995.
Swami Siva Nandhi Adikalaar, Secretary
of the World Saiva Council from London
gave the keynote speech on ‘The Har-
mony of Science and Saiva Siddantha
Philosophy’. He expounded on the ess-
ence of the Upanishads which portrayed
the meaning of the Hindu way of life.
Among the other speakers were Swami
Pranavananda, Acharya Rameshwar Das
and Swami Purnananda from Mauritius,
Acharya Omanath Sharma from Nepal,
Rukmini from RSS Bangalore, Sadhu Ran-

garajan from India, Swami Bhakti Tirtha
from USA and Dr. Laxmi Kumari from
Tamil Nadu.

Over 35,000 gathered at the Chatsworth
Stadium in Durban for the rally on the final
day — 10th July. President Nelson Mandela
was the Chief Guest.

Somu and His Boys

Under the banner of Sruthi Laya, Soma-
sundara Desikar presented on 12th Au-
gust, a lively evening of rhythm by his thirty
odd young mridangam students at Rutlish
School Hall, London SW20. Arranged in
five progressive groups they displayed
their skill with dedication. Some of them
played to accompany their Guru. Violin
and orchestral items by inviteu tistes
added colour.

Among the mridangam students one
could not suppress amazement at the
performance of young Balaji Krishnamur-
thy whose vidwan — like pose, digital
perfection and rhythmic control mesme-
rised every one. Here is a rising star.
Among the invited artistes young brothers,
Karthik and Kumar Ragunathan, displayed
remarkable handling of the violin with
attractive gamaka variations, a tribute to

Continued on page 32
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their guru Dr. Lakshmi Jayan. The orches-
tra was led by Malini Thanabalasingam on
her veena. It was a convivial meeting of
artistes, like Sivarajah, Bangalore Pra-
kash, Kirubhakaran, Chidambaranathan,
Kothandapani and Gnanavarathan all
helping Somu.

(8.8.8)

Kalaivani Indrakumar
Honoured

Smt Kalaivani Indrakumar, the well-
known carnatic violin teacher and Director
of Natha Vidyalaya was ‘draped in a
golden shawl’ and honoured by Smt
Sudha Ragunathan, famous Carnatic
Vocalist from South India at a well
attended function held at Wembley High
School Hall, East Lane, Wembley on
8.7.95.

Addressing the gathering present she
said, ‘| cannot believe what | have seen
this evening, so many thousands of miles
away from my home. It seems that | am
back in India enjoying the music from the
tiny tots from the junior group to those in
the senior group and from Bhayiravi
Ganeshwaran, the pride of Natha
Vidyalaya, whose melodious music filled
this auditorium to the great enjoyment of all
of us. | can see that the sincere service
rendered by your teacher Kalaivani is the
pulse that is beating in Natha Vidyalaya,
helping this illustrious seat of learning to
attain great heights. | greatly appreciate
the laudable efforts made by parents who
in the midst of their busy schedule find the
time, energy and money and above all
provide the encouragement to keep the
flag of carnatic music flying high as ever. |
consider it a great privilege to have had
this opportunity to honour a great teacher'.

Old Centralites J.S.S.A. (U.K)
Cricket Champions 1995

The J.S.S.A. (UK) had their Fourth Annual
Cricket and Netball Festival on 29th July
1995. Excellent weather favoured the pro-
ceedings which were well attended by the
old students and supporters of the partici-
pants. Jaffna Central College annexed this

year’s cricket championship. A picture of
the champion team appears below.

00,

The Over 40 Cricket Tournament was an
innovation this year and the Old Wes-
leyites were the champions. Jaffna Hindu
Ladies College Old Girls won the Netball
Championship after defeating Chundikuli
Old Girls, the reigning champions, in a well
contested match.

The association had a very successful
raffle sponsored by Skylink Travel Ltd,
Most of the tickets were sold by the
participating Old Students Organisations
to whom half the proceeds of the sale were
paid back. The first prize of a return air
licket to Colombo by courtesy of Skylink
Travel Ltd was won by ticket No. 5979, The
third prize of a return air ticket to Paris by
courtesy of abc Letting and Management
was won by ticket No. 8060.

Vathanee’s Debut

The Bharatha Natya Debut of Vathanee,
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Srinivasan of North
Cheam, Surrey took place at the Grand
Hall, Battersea Town Hall, London SW11
on 5.8.95. Vathanee is a disciple of Smt
Vinothini Shanmuganathan, a student of
Shantha Ponnudurai of Jaffna and Adayer
Sri- Luxmanan of Bharata Choodamani,
Madras.

Vathanee performed the usual items
needed for an Arangetram and excelled in

the Varnam which is the central and the
most challenging item of a Bharata Natya
repertoire. The Varnam in Raga Valay
gave much scope for bhava and natya. Her
stage personality was a plus point. The
Ppadams were beautifully rendered by the
vocalist Smt Ambika Thamotheram. The
other accompanists were Smt Vinothini
Shanmuganathan - Nattuvangam, Sri
Muthu Sivaraja - Mirdangam, Sri L.
Kothandapani — Violin, Sri P, Gnanavar-
athan - Flute and Sri K, Sithamparanathan
~ Morsing.

Thiruvalluvar Statue
For London

A bronze statue of the Tamil savant Thir-
uvalluvar is to be erected in London on the
campus of the School of Oriental and
African Studies, University of London. The
5 foot 3 inches tall statue weighing about
half a ton would soon be shipped to
London. The Chief Minister of Tamil Naduy,
Ms. Jayalalitha had sanctioned Rs. 2.75
Lakhs for making the statue following a
request from the School of Oriental and
*African Studies, and an additional Rs. 1
Lakh for sending the statue by cargo flight.

 CANADIAN
NEWS LETTER

Dharshini Dances to
Aid Temples in Canada

Kumari Dharshinj Gandhi, daughter of Mr.
& Mrs. K. Gandhi of Harrow, UK, ang
disciple of Dr. Smt Kanchana Shivalingam,
gave two Bharata Natyam recitals in aid of
temples in Alberta, Canada.

The performance on August 12th, ‘95
was at the Public Library Auditorium,
Edmonton in aid of The Maha Ganapathy
Society and the second on August 13th,
95 was at The University of Calgary
Auditorium in aid of The Sri Murugan
Society of Caigary.
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The residents of Alberta were pleased
with Dharshini's kind gesture and brilliant
performances.

The orchestra consisted of: Nattuvan-
gam — Dr. Smt Kanchana Shivalingam
(Edmonton), Vocal — Smt Ambika Tha-
motheram, (London), Mirdangam - Sri

R.G. Rajanna (Calgary), Flute — Dr. Sri V.

Kumar (Calgary), Tabla — Sri S. Kalathar
(Edmonton).

Demonstration in Toronto

As reported in the last issue the demon-
stration held in Toronto on 17.6.95 was
well attended. A picture of it appears
below.

s

Canadian Ceylon Tamils’ Chamber of
Commerce held their annual fair and
exhibition on 12.8.95 at the North Amer-
ican Studio in Markham, Ontario. Over 100
businesses participated. It attracted over
10,000 visitors and was opened by Her
Worship Barbara Hall, the Mayor of Toron-
o. This association is affiliated to the
Ontario Chamber of Commerce and spurs
the activities of over 600 Tamil business
and professional establishments in Ontar-
0. Mr. S.K. Ariaratnam is the President of
the Ceylon Tamils’ Chamber and Dr. G.P.
Jegatheeswaran is the Secretary and its
executive director.

Continued from page 19

singhe said only two soldiers had been
killed and 18 wounded.

The military said the navy also sank
st least fifteen ‘Sea Tiger’ boats. Five
of the vessels destroyed were water-jet
propelied speedboats captured earlier
by the Tigers from the navy. During
the attack a missile was fired by the
Tigers at an air force helicopter but
missed the target, the army claimed.
The assault was launched at Kokkutu-
duwai, Jayasinghepura and Kokilai on
the coast.

Senior Tamils’ Centre of Ontario had
their second weekend camp at Boiton,
Ontario, as scheduled from July 21st to
23rd, and 75 persons participated. The
Hindus and Christians took this opportunity
to hold a joint prayer to commemorate
those who died in the July '83 race riots in
Sri Lanka. Enriched by the programmes
such as line dancing and enthused with the
camp fire experience and the exhilarating
wagon rides, most of the participants were
reluctant to leave the camp at the end of
the programme. The next camp for families
is from August 11th to 13th. The second
Adult and Seniors Camp is scheduled for
September 1st to 3rd, while the second
Youth Camp is planned for October 20th to
23rd.

Caribana. The Annual Caribana Festival
noted for its fun, fantastic music, flam-
boyant colour and fascinating dancing was
celebrated in Toronto with a final parade
on Saturday, 5th August. The festival is
celebrated by the West Indian Community
during the Civic Holiday weekend that falls
at the end of the first week of August each
year. This is perhaps the largest Carib-
bean festival in North Amerca and is also
the biggest inter-racial feast of Toronto.
Tourists from all over the world flock to
witness this festival of festivals.

Montreal Murugan Temple. The sod turn-
ing ceremony of the New Murugan Temple
of Montreal was held on 18.6.95 in a small
town on the outskirts of the City of Mon-
treal. This was the culmination of 12 years
of hard work by the Montreal Quebec
Saiva Maha Sabai.

Seminar on ‘Our Heritage and Vision’
The three day seminar scheduled for July
28th to 30th at Manitoba was postponed
for a weekend in October. For further
details please contact Friends of Eelam
Inc., 6 Dalhousie Drive, Winnipeg, Manito-
ba R3T 2Y7. Tel: (204) 255 0800.

AUSTRALIAN

NEWSLETTER

Abaya Karam, a charily organisation
formed four years ago to help the north
and east of Sri Lanka presented its annual
concert on 29.7.95 at Bankstown Town
Hall, Sydney to raise funds. The first half of
the programme featured devotional music
by the Sahaja Yogan Bhajan Group, an
Odissi dance and a Siva Tandava dance
by the students of Smt Damayanthi Balar-
aju who runs the Thillai Nadanalayam
Dance School. The same dance school
presented afterwards a Ramayana Dance
Drama — Paathukaikku Or Anjali.

The Dance Drama as well as the other
items were greatly appreciated by the
large crowd present. Over $8000 was
raised from the concert and was equally
divided between the Durgapuram Mahalir
illam, Tellipallai and the Ramakrishna Mis-
sion Orphanage, Batticaloa. Mr. K. Siva-
nanthan, in his presidential address de-
tailed the past fund raising activities of the
organisation and its future plans. The
vice-president Smt Devi Balasubramaniam
while proposing the vote of thanks special-

ly thanked Smt Balaraju and her students
for the hard work put in by them which had
resulted in the enthusiastic response from
the audience. The Guest of Honour at the
concert was Rev. Pravrajika Ajayaprana
Mataji of the Ramakrishna Sarada Vedan-
ta Society.

Vembadi Old Girls’ & Jaffna Central Old
Boys’ Association, Sydney met on
1.7.95 and decided to hold a dinner and a
variely entertainment by invited artistes
and old students of both schools on
14.10.95 to raise funds for both schools.
They propose to publish a souvenir to
mark the occasion and old students of both
schools living both in and out of Australia
are requested to contribute articles to the
souvenir by contacting the Editor Mr. S.
Dharmapalan whose address is 17 Katrina
Street, Seven Hills, NSW 2147, Australia.

Temple Celebrations. Sri Venkateswara
Temple, Helensburgh, New South Wales
celebrated the 10th anniversary of its
Maha Kumbabishekam, on a grand scale
from Friday, 7th July to Sunday, 9th July.
The special poojas and Homams com-
mericed on Friday and continued through-
out Saturday. On Sunday after special
Abishekam and Alankaram for Sri Ven-
gateswara, Mahalakshmi and Andal, there
was Maha Deepardhi and Archanas. This
was followed by Kalyana Utsavam and
finally the Prakara Utsavam of the Utsava
Murthies.

A large crowd of devotees was present
on Sunday and the Deities were carried
shoulder high on a specially made ‘Thandi-
kai’ around the temple to the accompani-
ment of live Nathaswaram music.

Carnatic Music Recital: The newly
formed Rasikapriya School of Indian Music
had its inaugural concert on 30.7.95, at
Wallace Theatre, University of Sydney, by
Smt S. Sowmya.

Smt Sowmya is an A grade artiste of All
india Radio and Dhoordharshan and was
accompanied by the leading violinist Smt
M. Narmada, daughter of the Violin Maes-
tro M.S. Gopalakrishnan and on the Mri-
dangam by Sri M.K. Balaji, a leading
musician.

Smt Sowmya sang for nearly four hours
lo the delight of the audience. The tonal
quality of her voice and the rendering of
the music were remarkable.

Past Copies of Tamil Times
Past copies of Tamil Times are
available for sale in 13 volumes, the
present series being volume 14. The
price of each volume is £25 by
surface mail. The price for each
volume in other currencies is:
US$45/Can$50/Aus$55. Australian
dollar cheques should be drawn on
Australian Banks only. Those
interested are requested to send a
cheque/- draft/money order in tavour

of Tamil Times Ltd to
The Circulation Manager, Tamil
Times Ltd.,, P.O. Box 121, Sutton
Surrey SM1 3TD, U.K.
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Skanda Varodaya College
Old Students’ Association (UK Branch) |

Tenth Annual Reunion Lunch
Variety, Entertainment & AGM

Sunday 17 September 1995, 12noon

at Holy Cross Convent School Hall
Sandal Road, New Malden, Surrey KT3 5AR

Variely Entertainment by Oid Students,
their children and friends

1. Veen Recital by Misses Shobitha, Sathianandan & Arthee Yogendran
2. Veen Recital by Misses Janaki Kuhanendran & Karthiga Gangatharan
3. Miruthangam Recital by Masters Angello & Marino Kumarathasan

4. Miruthangam Recital by Masters Jason & Jonathan Pararajasingham

5. Flute Recital by Mr K. Jananayagam

6. Violin Recital by Miss Bhayiravi Ganeshwaran

7. Light Songs by Mr. M. Sathiyamoorthy

8. Bharatha Natyam by Miss Mythily Sri Rajeskanthan

9. Bharatha Natyam by Miss Brintha Baladasan

Tickets: Family £12: Adult £5: Children under 12: £2
The Annual General Meeting will be held after
the Lunch & Variety Entertainment
We look forward to the presence of all past students,

their families, their friends & well wishers of the College
on this important occasion

N.S. Kandiah K.G. Elangovan  R. Vimalendran
President Secretary Treasurer

Tel: 0181 644 0972 Tel: 0181 881 6741 Tel: 0181 651 5263

ASIA

Academy of South Indian Arts

MADRAS

Music Academy of Dance
Rhythms and Songs

SATURDAY CLASSES: 1-5pm

at Longfield School, Dukes Avenue
North Harrow

Miruthangam - Karaikudi Krishnamurthy
Bharatha Natyam- Lakshmi Ganeson

Violin . — Thirvarur Gothanda Pani
Veen & Vocal - Prema Ganeson

For further details contact:

Karaikudi Krishnamurthy on 0181 248 6227
or

Prema Ganeson on 0181 845 79060

SOUTH INDIA TEMPLE TOURS & HOLIDAY

We are established over 30 years ago in Jaffna as RAJAH TOURS and have been arranging tours to
India, Malaysia and Singapore at special rates. Advance booking is necessary to avail the best hotel accomodation

9 day Sathiya Sai Baba Special Tour
10 day Sathiya Sai Baba Temple Tour
10 day Up Country Holiday Tour

7 day Tamil Nadu Temple Tour

15 day Tamil Nadu Temple Tour

Above prices include travel by car with driver/guide, Temple admission tickets, State tax, Border tax, air conditioned
family room accomodation in Tamil Nadu, & Tourist Board recommended hotels, receiving & sending off at airport

We offer special tour packages to anywhere in India to suit your taste & purse

We also provide other services like car hire/ hotel booking/ Ticketing (air, train and coach)/ International school
admissions/ Exports including wedding sarees and musical instruments/ Imports — act as your agent

For further informationj please contact our office or UK agent:

S.P. Rajah
‘Raj Mahal”
175 Kaveri Nagar
Thanjavur 613005
Tamil Nadu
India
Phone & Fax:
+ 91 4362 23459

£195 per person. Minimum 4 in a group
£595 for couple and 2 children

£795 for couple and 2/3 children

£895 for couple and 2 children

£995 for couple and 2 children

Sabesan or Yoga
V & A Travel Services
140 Hoe Street
Walthamstow
London E17 4QR
Phone: 0181-509 9896
Phone: 0181-509 0509
Fax: 0181-509 2812
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155 Notting Hill Gate, London W11 3LF

Telephone: 0171 221 3498 Fax: 0171 243 8277

COMPETITIVE
FARES TO
COLOMBO,
MADRAS, TRICHY,
TRIVANDRUM
SINGAPORE...... ...
AUSTRALIA......ccom
& MALE

KuwaitONAirways
Airlanka
Emirates

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
'COMPETITIVE FARES TO OTHER DESTINATIONS AVAILABLE

ma——

——




SHIPPING - AIR FREIGHT — TRAVEL

UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE - PERSONAL EFFECTS, HOUSEHOLD GOODS,
VEHICLES, MACHINERY ETC.

To COLOMBO AND OTHER WORLD WIDE DESTINATIONS
MAIN AGENT FOR AIRLANKA

Passenger Tickets and Unaccompanied Baggage

74

>

Please Contact Us For Various Discounted Fares
To Colombo And Other World Wide
Destinations

GLEN CARRIERS LIMITED

14 Allied Way, off Warple Way, Acton, London W3 0RQ
Telephone: 0181 740 8379/0181 749 0595

Fax: 0181 740 4229

BONDED WAREHOUSE
Laksiriseva, 253/3 Avissawella Road, Colombo 14 Tel: 575576

TRICO
INTERNATIONAL
(SHIPPING) LTD

TRICO SHIPPING SCHEDULE

Wi GEIDE MUST BE AT LI WAREADUSE b wWiR NG DS BEFORE PARTLAR

Arrival
17/09095

Vassel Mame Closing Date = Sailing
26.08.95 01/09/95

Han|in Singapore 10.08.85 15/08095 01/10/85
Han|ln Hengkong 24,0095 200985 15.00.95

We ofter you the same service from the following destinations

CANADA AUSTRALLY

Trice Shipping — 685 Lansdowme Av., Unil 8, 24-26 Camick,
Suile 202, Toramto, Ont. MEH 3Y8. Tollamarine, Yiclora 3043
Toll Free; 1-800-565 6180 Tel. 631 3388 5978

Tel: 476 536 0088 Fax: 416 536 1801

Crif modern warehouse and olfices are under one rool with ample
car parkirg facilities where our cuslomers have the extra benefil of
packing their goods themsalves with our assistance,

W oler a friendly and professional service at competitive rates.

Hanjin Yancouver

Once your goods are in our hands, we guaraniee 3 safe and
alficent defivery 1o your destination. We also offer FREE STORAGE
10 our cuslomers for a parod of ONE MONTH in our bonded

warehouse mn Colomoo.
THE LEADING SRI LANKAN SHIPPING AND FRETGHT
FORWARDING COMPANY IN THE UK
Trico International Shipping Ltd

Unit 4,Building 'C'The Business Centre at Wood Green,

Clarendon Rd London NZ2 630
Tel: 0181-888 H787 Fax: 0181 889 5445

T  ———

UNIWEST

INTERNATIONAL
30 Friern Bamet Road,
London N11 1NA

Tl : 0151-361 5087 £ 4937

(1151-365 8544
Fax : 0181-361 8498

All goods are lodged in 2 modem, fully computerised.
Bonded warahouse (outside the Port)
; Ceylon Shipping Lines, 294/10 D.A,
Wijewardena Mawatha, Colomba 10, Tel: 432994/5

WE ARE STILL THE BEST
AND CHEAPEST

NO HIDDEN CHARGES
Air Lanka Appointed Travel Agent

Travel Agents for Kuwait, Emirates, Gulf Air,
Air France, KLM, Royal Jordanian, PIA and Balkan
Airlines.

Ship Your CAR in a Container for £795 + Insurance
Our Colombo Office Warchouse is Staffed by 2

Experienced Officers to Ensure Personal Attention
and Speedy Clearance of Your Goods

Branch Offices in Toronto & Paris
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