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A Dream Turning Into A Nightmare

Judging from the events since fighting resumed on April 19 between the
Tamil Tigers and government forces following the withdrawal of the LTTE
from both the peace process and the cessation of hostilities, Eelam War il
promises to be more gruesome, grisly and ghastly than the two that
preceded. The death toll on either side, including among innocent civilians,
within a matter of seven weeks has risen to a staggering figure of over 600.
That is approximately 85 human beings each week. By any standard of
conflicts around the world, that must surely be a record.

One question that must be asked from those who are responsible for the
sacrifice of this enormous number of human lives is a short and simple one:
Has your aim of reaching your declared goal been advanced one iota in any
meaningful and practical terms because of so many sacrifices made in such
short space of time?

It is reported that the LTTE has exacted a heavy price against the military
particularly in eastern Sri Lanka. On the other hand, government forces
claim that they have advanced a further six or seven kilometres beyond the
perimeter of the Palaly Airbase and brought under its control another village,
Atchuveli, in northern Jaffna which has resulted in the displacement of
several thousands of Tamil civilians in the ensuing battles.

The government has not made it a secret that it is engaging in a
programme of arms purchases. It is seeking assistance from foreign
countries to prosecute the war effort. Thé government which cut its defence
budget in January this year in the context of peace talks with the LTTE has
now been compelled to allocate additional funds. A National Defence Fund
has been set up. The government says that it is not necessary to discuss
with the LTTE because the LTTE unilaterally broke the cessation of
hostilities and withdrew from peace process. On the other hand, the LTTE
has intensified its campaign of recruitment of young Tamils. The LTTE states
that if the government ‘adopts a military option, it will have disastrous
consequences for the whole country’.

The recent burning of scores of Tamil-owned shops orchestrated by
extremist elements in the southern town of Galle following the killing of 42
civilians and a Buddhist monk in the east allegedly by the Tigers
demonstrated the sheer vulnerability of Tamils and their property in the
context of the ongoing conflict. It must be noted that the number of Tamils
who have taken up residence in Colombo and its suburbs primarily due to
the violence in the northeast are estimated to be four times more than the
number who were living in July 1983 when they became victims of the most
atrocious communal conflagration in the island’s history. People are already
lalking about the danger of a repeat of the tragedy of July 1983.

It is evident that extremist chauvinist elements in the south of the ilk of
Nalin de Silva and Gamini Iriyagolle are gradually coming to the surface and
anti-government newspapers are only too willing to give them undeserved
space lo peddle their racist poison turning an already bad situation even
worse. Having remained powerless and irrelevant in the background during
the currency of the peace process, they have now begun their diabolical
work of fanning the flames of communal discord and violence.

The bleak and bloody situation has been further complicated by the Indian
government’s request to the Sri Lankan government to extradite the LTTE
leader and two of his associates in connection with their alleged involvement
in the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi, the former Indian Premier. Questions
have been raised as to why New Delhi made the request at this moment in
time. The internal squabbles and the problems facing Indian Premier
Narasimha Rao in the ruling Congress Party have been suggested as the
motivating factors. Whether that is true or not, the Sri Lankan government
has at least been confronted with a situation in which it has to deal with the
request in a formal and legal context of applicable extradition laws. The
complicating fallout from the Indian request, however academic and
impossible of fulfillment it may be, in respect of any prospect of future
negotiations between the government and the LTTE cannot be underesti-
mated.

The dream of all those who wish to see a negotiated peaceful resolution of
the conflict has turned into a nightmare as the fighting continues with
renewed vengeance accompanied by an unprecedented degee of carnage.
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Delhi Seeks Extradition
of LTTE Leader

from Rita Sebastian, in Colombo

India has finally requested the ex-
tradition of Tamil Tiger leader Vel-
lupillai Prabhakaran after a long
period of weighing the political pros
and cons.

It is being argued in some quar-
ters, that Indian Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao was virtually
pushed to act following the recent
interview given by Sri Lankan Pres-
ident, Chandrika Kumaratunge to
an Indian news magazine where she
accused Prabhakaran of Killing
Gandhi in cold blood’.

This raised temperatures in Delhi
and 123 Congress Members of Par-
liament, in a demonstration of poli-
tical loyalties and correctness, de-
manded the extradition of Prabha-
karan.

Rao’s hand was forced by another
factor, namely the split in the Con-
gress engineered by his former
Minister, Arjun Singh, also clamour-
ing for the extradition of the Tiger
leader.

Narasimhao Rao was therefore,
from all accounts, forced to defend
his political flank. From then on
events moved swiftly to 3 messen-
gers arriving in Colombo, armed
with a dossier and handing it over to
the Sri Lankan Foreign Office.

The extensive documentation was
the culmination of 4 years of inves-
tigative labour.

The question is, what now? Ex-
tradition is now, as it was before,
merely an academic exercise since
as the government itself admitted
not long ago, Prabhakaran will first
have to be apprehended. And how
that can be done is the million dollar
question.

Meanwhile as the war mongers
enjoy a field day in the local press
and on public platforms, the casual-
ty toll in the current phase of the
conflict keeps rising.

Although speculation was rife
during the recent visits to Colombo
of Australian Foreign Minister,
Senator Gareth Evans, and Cana-
dian Secretary of State for Asia
Pacific, Raymond Chan, that they
would try and mediate in the con-
flict, nothing concretre apparently
was on offer. Senator Evans told the
press that ‘Mediation was not on his

repertoire’ and that the conflict cried
for internal resolution.

But with the Tigers firm on their
stand that the 4 demands made
during the last round of negotiations
have to be met before talks can
resume, mediation is an unlikely
prospect at the moment. Besides,
Foreign Minister Lakshman Kadir-
gamar made it known in a recent
interview that the war will have to
be carried into the Tiger camp so
that the impression is not created
that the government is ready to
abdicate.

Notwithstanding Kadirgamar’s
statement, President Chandrika
Kumaratunga is still determined
not to give “The raring to go’ military
the go-ahead for an all-out military
offensive. She is still pinning her
hopes on the devolution package
that will appease the Tamil demand
for a separate homeland in the is-
land’s northeast provinces.

But there are so many factors she
will have to contend with once the
political package is made public. The
Sinhala chauvinists, routed at the
last elections, will raise their heads
again to whip up communal pas-
sions. Besides the Muslim minority
will demand equal power-sharing
arrangements in the northeast.

Will winning 62% of the vote at
the Presidential election, which has
been interpreted as a mandate for
peace be able to ride the storm that
will erupt, when devolution comes to
be discussed. Federalism and a
merged northeast province seem to
be the twin bogeys.

What is needed at this point in
time is a change of attitudes, of
accommodation and compromise if
one wants to see an end to the war
which President Kumaratunga said
had already claimed over 50,000
lives.

Thondaman Under Attack

Sauvmiamoorthy Thondaman,
the 82-year-old patriarch of the
Ceylon Workers Congress (CWC),
and a member of the Kumaratunga
cabinet sought to justify his inter-

" view in India comparing LTTE lead-

er Vellupillai Prabhakaran with In-
dian leader Bhagawat Singh by
saying he had only the best interests

of both countries at heart.

During the 1983 communal vio-
lence in the island, he had prevented
Tamil Nadu holding a hartal in
support of the Sri Lankan Tamils
because he ‘Did not want India’s
economy hurt’.

Thondaman stuck to his state-
ment that India was wrong in treat-
ing Prabhakaran as a common
murderer. He says the ultimate deci-
sion must rest with the courts. Even
in the case of Mahatma Gandhi it
was the courts that determined the
guilt of the assassin.

However Thondaman’s legalistic
reasoning hasn’t convinced his cri-
tics in Sri Lanka. The Island news-
paper in a stinging cartoon showed
Thondaman, his feet firmly planted
in South India, waving a banner
which says ‘Prabhakaran is great.
don’t call him a murderer’.

* The cartoon sums up the general
impression, specially among some
sections of the Sinhalese, that
Thondaman is an apologist for
Prabhakaran.

Thondaman was certainly used by
former President Ranasinghe Pre-
madasa as a political bridge with the
LTTE, since he claimed he had
friends on both sides of the racial
divide.

But Premadasa’s successor, Presi-
dent Dingiri Banda Wijetunga
would have none of it. He was tolc
firmly by Wijetunga that he would
have no special privileges, and
Thondaman’s efforts to mediate be-
tween the government and the
LTTE was shot down by Wijetunge.

Thondaman’s relations with his
new cabinet colleagues have not
been entirely cordial either. The
presence of his arch rival Chan-
drasekaran of the Upcountry Peo-
ple’s Front in the cabinet has forcec
Thondaman to strike political post-
ures.

The latest controversy, specially
the parliamentary rumpus in India
is being gleefully reported by hi:
detractors. They hope that Thonda-
man’s frequent journeys to India
will dwindle given the threat of
black demonstrations against him.

One of his critics went as far as to
say that Thondaman has no busi-
ness to behave as a citizen of Indis
too. ‘We don’t have dual citizenshiy
with India neither will we tolerate
dual loyalties’. Thondaman’s state-
ment coming just a week before the
anniversary of Rajiv Gandhi’s assas-
sination, resulted in severe protests
in the Indian parliament.
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Censorship Threat

Veiled threats at censoring the Sri
Lankan press have been surfacing
in the past few weeks. A threat
given credence by President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga when she told
the media recently that the govern-
ment would have no alternative but
to clamp down restrictions, unless
the press acted responsibly.

Acting responsibly has different
connotations for different people.
For the Peoples Alliance govern-
ment it seems to mean a self-
censorship in reporting the island’s
12-year-old ethnic conflict. Today,
when everybody not only in the
urban centres but in the villages as
well, are tuned in to foreign radio
networks, specially the BBC, cen-
sorship has little meaning.

Sometimes foreign reporting gets
distorted and truth becomes a
casualty. Wouldn’t it be better then
to have the local media report what
is happening on its own doorstep?

In her tirade against the media,
the press in particular, the Presi-
dent castigated, by inference, The
Sunday Times group of newspapers
owned by Ranjith Wijewardene, an
uncle of Opposition Leader Ranil
Wickremesinghe and the Island
group of newspapers manage by her
uncle Dr. Sivali Ratwatte, as the
villains of the piece.

Both newspaper groups were no
favourites of former President Rana-
singhe Premadasa either. At diffe-
rent times they came in for harsh
censure by Premadasa. So neither of
them can be suspected of a hidden
agenda to destabilise the People’s
Alliance government.

Every government has its hurrah
boys, and the Kumaratunga govern-
ment is no exception having culti-
vated, when in opposition, its own
coterie of supportive mediamen.

But it cannot take for granted
independent professionals who will
no matter which side takes the top
slot, goes about its business of in-
forming its readers.

Surprised at the President’s colli-
sion course with the press is Dr.
Sarath Amunugama, a former
Director of Information and an in-
ternationally known communica-
tions scholar.

‘Frankly I did not expect her to
respond in this way. She is a soph-
isticated lady who has experience of
how the media works in a liberal
democratic environment. She was
trained as a journalist in Le Monde

which is reckoned as an independent
newspaper’ says Amunugama.

But the President’s war with the
press has surprised other intellec-
tuals as well. Surprised because it
was the media that brought her
from the political wilderness to the
highest seat in the land. It was the
charismatic Chandrika Kumaratun-
ga that the media idolised, seeing in
her the new messiah that would free
them from ‘17 years of corruption
and the abuse of power’.

What then went wrong with her
and the media. As one political
analyst puts it, she surrounded her-
self with the ‘wrong people’ who
began to physically and mentally
distance her from the media. The
excellent rapport she had with the
media quickly evaporated and she
began to see a deliberately destruc-
tive media, except the government

controlled press, all set to destabilise
her government.

Of course it cannot be denied that
a section of the press minutely
scrutimised her private life, even
going to the extent of saying where
she dined and with whom she dined
and on what she dined, sometimes
directed at embarrassing her. What
President Kumaratunga should
have done is to ignore, not react.

The intense debate as to how the
media should handle the ‘war’ has
generated different viewpoints, But
the majority believe that the coun-
try must be told, not military
strategy, but the long-term political
strategies to end the conflict.

President Chandrika Kumaratun-
ga needs the support of the media to
help her through the difficult
months ahead when the northeast
conflict escalates. It is now time to
call a truce.

Economic Plan Derailed

The fresh outbreak of war between
government forces and the Tamil Ti-
gers and the prospect of an escalation
in defence spending have derailed the
Sri Lankan government'’s plans to re-
vive the island’s economy, according to
analysts in Colombo.

Before the fighting broke out on 19
April, the prospects looked encourag-
ing. A truce was in effect, economic
activity was slowly returning to the
war-torn north and east and foreign
and local investor confidence was
rising.

The government hoped that the
large budget deficit, the main chal-
lenge facing the economy, would be cut
to 7.5 percent of the GDP this year
from 10 percent in 1994. ‘We will make
every effort to generate savings in
government expenditure by eliminat-
ing wasteful spending and tightening
fiscal accountability’, President
Kumaratunga told Sri Lanka’s donors
at Paris in April. But as the fighting
had already resumed, she cautioned.
‘But security related expenditure will
turn out to be unpredictable’.

Donors, especially the World Bank,
have already expressed concern about
the budget deficit and spending on
welfare programmes and subsidies for
the poor. The deficit was 49.5 billion
rupees last year, 45 percent higher
than the previous year.

The situation is now back to square

one. The budget was based on the
premise of peace and reduced defence
expenditure. Now the equation will
change with additional expenditure for

military requirements. The island
spends about $500 million, or 15 per-
cent of its annual budget, on defence
related expenditure.

The Tigers have destroyed two navy
gunboats and shot down two transport
aircraft, using surface-to-air missiles
for the first time, depleting Sri Lanka’s
already tiny air and naval fleets. If the
war is to be prosecuted, not only is
there a need to replace lost equipment,
but also to buy more and especially
weapons to counter the anti-aircraft
missiles’, a defence analyst in Colombo
lamented.

The government could anticipate
looking at a deficit of nine percent of
GDP. There would be huge increases
in defence spending and no prospect of
revenue increasing this year. To raise
money, the government would prob-
ably issue more Treasury Bills, rather
than print notes and inflame already
high inflation. But this would mean
interest rates going up and then peo-
ple moving away from equities. The
stock market’s all share index has
fallen almost 20 percent since the
truce was broken. The prime lending
rate at present is 17.7 percent. In-
creased interest rates would in turn
discourage entrepreneurs who already
have to pay dearly to borrow money
for their ventures, a Colombo econom-
ist noted.
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NEWS REVIEW

The Press versus
The Government

A war of words has broken out be-
tween the Upali Newspaper Group
owned by Seevali Ratwatte, and the
defence ministry of which the State
Minister is Anurudha Ratwatte. In-
cidentally, both the Ratwattes are
brothers of the country’s Prime Minis-
ter Mrs. S. Bandaranaike and mater-

nal uncles of President Mrs. Kumar- -

atunga. Seevali Ratwatte would
appear to have lost all love for his
brother and his niece.

It all began when the Sinhalese-
language Divaina and the English-
language The Island, both owned by
Upali Newspapers, recently published
stories that food supplies to armed
forces in military camps located in
northern Sri Lanka had been dis-
rupted and stocks were running low.

Divaina said the military had been
4rapped’ and surrounded by the LTTE
at the massive Palaly air base in the
north. It said the Air Force had cancel-
led regular supply flights of fresh fruit,
vegetables and meat to Palaly after
the Tigers shot down two Air Force
planes there.

The defence ministry accused the
newspapers of the Upali Group of
distorting facts and putting out alar-
mist reports to undermine the milit-
ary’s war effort. The stories prompted
the defence ministry to divulge for the
first time what food the camps had and
how long stocks would last. It said
fresh vegetables were not getting
through that they were being grown in
the camp grounds.

“There is generally no tradition any-
where in the world of divulging the
food stocks available at an army
camp’, the ministry said in a state-
ment on 11 May. ‘But in order to show
how shamefully wrong the misleading
story in today’s Divaina is, we shall
depart from that tradition and disclose
the amount of dry rations available’. It
listed the camps and how long food
stocks would last.

Sri Lankan newspapers enforced
strict self-censorship under the former
United National Party government
whose 17-year reign was ended in
August by the People’s Alliance of
President Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga. Journalists criticising
the government or publishing unpalat-
able reports were often harassed,
beaten and sometimes even killed. The
government sometimes withheld
newsprint from errant newspapers.

Since Mrs. Kumaratunga took pow-
er, promising press freedom the news-
papers have given their newly found
freedom full rein. Some have de-
veloped reputations for distorting,
even fabricating, stories to play up the
sensational at the expense of the
truth, according to some foreign jour-
nalists in Colombo. Some newspapers
go out of the way to publish stories
about the President’s private life in
minute detail as to where and with
whom she spent the evenings, what
she wore and ate etc. They display an
attitude of total hostility to the Presi-
dent and the government she heads.

Standing by its reports, the Upali
newspaper said, ‘We conceive it our
duty to keep our readers well-informed
of developments in the security situa-
tion’.

The Island said, ‘We do not preach
war. We demand, on behalf of the

people, that the government should be »

unequivocal and unambiguous in deal-
ing with the danger that we face. Too
often have the authorities drifted into
a state of torpor and somnolence. The
terrorists are currently on the offen-
sive and have the initiative’.

The Upali Group of newspapers,
from the beginning, have been critical
of the President’s stategy in respect of
the peace process and her dealings
with the LTTE. The Divaina in par-
ticular has adopted a pro-Sinhala-
Buddhist chauvinist stance giving
prominence in its columns to known
anti-Tamil writers.

Speaking at the opening of the
National Information Centre for jour-
nalists, the President lashed out at
newspapers on 28 May over the cover-
age of news and stories about the war
and related matters which she de-
scribed as irresponsible journalism.
‘We take the war situation seriously,
and the media should play a responsi-
ble role. Trying to analyze military
secrets is advantageous to the enemy.
If the newspapers continue to behave
in a manner which is not in the
national interest at this time of grave
national crisis, the government will
have to take note and consider neces-
sary action’, said the President. She
did not elaborate as to what action
that might be, but observers thought
she was hinting at censorship when
she said, ‘We have resisted bringing in
any kind of restriction on the media.
Please do not compel us to do it’.

Alluding to the fate that befell jour-
nalist Richard de Zoysa who, during
President Premadasa’s regime, was
abducted from his home at dead of
night by police officers and whose dead
body was found the following morning
on a beach, the President said’ ‘This

government will not indulge in the
killing of journalists and drop their
dead bodies from helicopters into the
sea. She complained that the newspap-
ers distorted and twisted the news on
the war, revealed military secrets or
mocked her government for publishing
its strategy. Decrying the practice of
military commanders revealing sec-
rets to the media, she asked as to
which country in the world, when it
was at war, revealed its war or peace
strategy as demanded by certain sec-
tions of the media. Part of the motive
for some journalists might be to fan
emotions among Sri Lanka’s majority
Sinhalese, she said.

On The Military Front

The casualties of Eelam War III have
been mounting daily to alarming num-
bers as fighting continued between
government forces and the Tamil Ti-
gers into the second month. Even a
short respite seems to be out of the
question now that the President has
ruled out any talks with the Tamil
Tigers.

In her televised address on 22 May,
President Mrs. Kumaratunga said,
“The LTTE has unilaterally decided to
call off the truce and they are against
our political solution. Therefore it is
not necessary to talk to them about it’.
The government would discuss the
peace proposals with other parties and
seek a solution with or without the
LTTE, she added.

The LTTE also has threatened ‘dis-
astrous consequences’ if its conditions
were not met and if the government
adopted a military option. LTTE’s offi-
cial English fortnightly Insight Report
carried in its latest issue an editorial
titled ‘Doors for Peace are Still Open’,
urging the government to lift all the
bans, restrictions, sanctions and block-
ades imposed on the north.

‘If the day-to-day problems are re-
solved to the satisfaction of the LTTE
and the Tamil people, the LTTE would
negotiate with the government a poli-
tical solution to the ethnic problem’.
‘But if the government abandons the
policy of peace and peaceful resolution
of the conflict and adopts a military
option it will have disastrous consequ-
ences for the entire country’, the edito-
rial said.

The indications now are that the
war will be bloodier than before and
long drawn. The government has
placed the country on a war footing
with a supplementary budget to be
presented in parliament soon. The
~allocation for defense in 1994 which
stood at 540 million US dollars was
drastically cut by government in anti-
cipation of a negotiated peace. Now
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the government has found it necessary
to restore the cut and believes it may
need even a larger allocation.

The government is not seeking to
conceal the fact that it is seeking to
obtain aircraft, tanks, gunboats, anti-
missile systems and an assortment of
weapons from other countries. Minis-

ters have confirmed that they have -

received positive responses. New Delhi
has confirmed that its Navy is already
patrolling its southern coastal waters
to prevent any ‘smuggling activities’.

As the fighting escalates, the United
States confirmed that it was consider-
ing a Sri Lankan request for material
support. The US Assistant Secretary
of State, Robin Rafael said that equip-
ment such as barges that could help
re-supply military bases might be sent.
US policy forbids the supply of lethal
war material to Sri Lanka.

The body count during the first four
weeks since fighting resumed follow-
ing the LTTE’s withdrawal from the
truce on 19 April exceeded 400, accord-
ing to figures released by the govern-
ment and military sources. The milit-
ary said on 16 May that 181 LTTE
men had been killed and about 250
injured since April 19. A Defence
Ministry statement said the figure had
been confirmed by rebel radio trans-
missions monitored by the military. It
said the largest number, 61, had been
killed in the eastern Trincomalee dis-
trict where clashes had been the most
frequent and fierce.

While the military has not released
the exact number of its casualties, by
the beginning of the second week of
June, it is estimated that as many as
around 250 security forces personnel
have been killed, including about 100
who were killed when the Tigers shot
down two air force planes last month.
According to informed sources, the
Tigers have suffered an equal number
of casualties and the civilian casualties
were put at approximately 95.

Military reports claimed that at
least 60 LTTE cadres were Kkilled in a
massive combined operation launched
by troops on 12 May in the jungles
near Kokkaddicholai in the eastern
district of Batticaloa. Fierce fighting
erupted when troops sought to corner
LTTE in the jungles. In the ensuing
battle nine soldiers were also killed
and many injured. The army claimed
that two LTTE camps and several
bunkers were destroyed in the offen-
sive. On the same day, in a separate
encounter, LTTE cadres attacked an
army patrol at Namalgama in the
Polonnaruwa district, killing four sol-
diers.

Two hundred Tiger cadres
ambushed an army patrol near the

eastern port of Trincomalee on 15 May
and shot all 13 soldiers dead. The
attack occurred at Kumburpiddy on
the northernmost army-controlled
road near the small town of Kuchcave-
li, about 25 km (16 miles) north of
Trincomalee, after the soldiers
ambushed and killed an unknown
number of Tiger cadres. The army
claimed that troops responded with
heavy artillery fire into the jungle into
which LTTE cadres had fled and that
follow-up patrols found pools of blood,
believed to be from LTTE casualties,
but no bodies. In a separate incident,
troops attacked a Tiger hideout in
Cheddikulam near the northern town
of Vavuniya killing five cadres, the
defence ministry said.

In the northern Jaffna peninsula on
16 May, troops fired ‘in the direction of
an explosion’ ahead of their forward
defence line, killing two rebels and
seriously injuring three, the defence
ministry said.

LTTE cadres launched an overnight
attack on 16 May on the Elephant
Pass military base in the north killing
two soldiers. Helicopters evacuated
eight wounded soldiers from the
Elephant Pass camp braving possible
attack by anti-aircraft missiles.

Troops and tanks, backed by artil-
lery moved forward on 18/19 May to
expand the perimeter of their northern
Palaly air base in the Jaffna peninsu-
la. A military spokesman said that 13
soldiers, including two officers, suf-
fered minor wounds in the operation
by two infantry battalions to push out
the camp perimeter by at least three
kilometres (two miles) so that
approaching aircraft would be beyond
the range of LTTE’s anti-aircraft
weapons. Troops met fierce resistance
from the Tigers during the first hour of
fighting. ‘At the start of the operation
there was a lot of resistance. there was
a lot of mortar fire but then they
vacated the area’, he said. The army
claimed that at least 50 Tigers were
killed in the encounter. Jaffna resi-
dents said about 15,000 families living
in nearby villages were displaced by
the operation. ,

Security forces went on full alert in
Colombo on 18 May for possible sea
attacks by the Tigers. Navy frogmen
were checking ships in the port of
Colombo for explosives after intelli-
gence agents reported alleged plans to
attack the harbour, according to Col-
ombo reports.

‘We have strengthened security and
have mounted patrols outside the port
based on intelligence reports of possi-
ble attacks’, a navy official told corres-
pondents. He said the navy was sear-
ching the entire port area and officials

containers were searched for explo-
sives.

According to reports from Colombo,
the information regarding possible
attack in the harbour allegedly came
froin members of ‘Black Tiger’ suicide
squads arrested in Colombo. Police
sources said areas under threat in-
cluded the central Fort area, Galle
Face esplanade, Pettah Bazaar and
army and naval headquarters, all
within a kilometre (half a mile) of the
coast.

The police set up more checkpoints
around the city, and hundreds of
Tamils have been taken into custody
on suspicion. Deputy Defence Minister
Anurudha Ratwatte said, ‘Meticulous
attention has been given to the de-
fence of the city of Colombo’, he added,
‘All precautions have been taken to
reinforce security with a view to pre-
venting untoward incidents of any
kind’.

The fear of LTTE attack of vessels in
the Colombo harbour resulted in the
diversion of arriving small vessels to
the southern port of Galle.

The LTTE attacked a military
observation post near the Elephant
Pass military camp in the north on 19
May killing six soldiers, a senior milit-
ary officer admitted. He said 14 sol-
diers were wounded in the attack.

Jaffna residents said 15 civilians
were wounded on 21 May when their
bus came under shell fire from Palaly.
Shelling from naval gunboats and
bases located in the north continued in
Jaffna allegedly to restrict movements
by Tiger cadres. However, according to
reports from Jaffna many civilians
have been injured or killed as a result
of indiscriminate shelling.

At least 27 soldiers were killed on 23
May when LTTE cadres ambushed
forty soldiers who were engaged in
mine clearing operations along roads
and attacked them with rocket-
propelled grenades and machine-guns
at Vakarai in eastern Sri Lanka. The
troops returned fire, and according to
military spokesman Lt. Col. S. Hand-
apangoda 20 LTTE cadres were killed.
On the previous night, Tigers fired
gunshots and hurled grenades at two
police stations in the Batticaloa dis-
trict and in the ensuing battle two
civilians were killed, and 25 civilians
and three policemen were injured,
according to officials.

On 24 May Tigers attacked a bus
carrying 25 passengers including
police commandos at Thalankuda near
Batticaloa in the east killing two STF
police commandos and three civilian
women. Three other commandos

Continued on page 8
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travelling in the bus and 12 other
passengers were injured.

On 25 May, the Tigers massacred 42
villagers in Kallaru, a fishing hamlet
in the eastern Trincomalee district.
They also shot dead a leading Buddh-
ist priest and long-time critic of the
LTTE, who has been responsible for
promoting many Sinhalese settle-
ments bordering Tamil areas.

On 27 May night, army commandos
killed 10 Tiger cadres, including two
area leaders, during jungle fighting in
the northeastern Weli Oya area, a
military spokesman said. Five army
commandos were wounded in the
clash.

Military spokesman Captain Thilak
Senanayake claimed that the Tiger
cadres were killed in a shootout with
troops on 27 May in the jungles at
Anandakulam in the northeast and
that no soldiers were killed in the
clash.

Tigers killed at least 23 soldiers
when they attacked and overran an
isolated military camp at Tharaviku-
lam in the eastern Batticaloa district
on the night of 28 May and the air
force sent helicopters and warplanes to
protect the surviving soldiers of the
200 strong garrison forced to flee into
the nearby jungles. At dawn, several
hours after the attack, government
helicopter gunships and warplanes
bombed the jungles, and artillery shel-
led the area.

In another attack on the same day,
the Tigers destroyed a communica-
tions tower in north central Vavuniya
early cutting off the district’s com-
munications. ‘They blew up the tower
with time bombs at around 2.30am’, a
military spokesman said.

Military spokesman claimed on 30
May that the troops had killed 49
Tiger guerrillas in ambushes in the
eastern jungles over the previous few
days. The cadre dead in one ambush in
the Pulmoddai area on 27 May in-
cluded a Tiger holding the rank of
lieutenant colonel and five with the
rank of major. A Defence Ministry
statement said that troops had killed
six Tigers in a search and clear opera-
tion near Pooneryn in the north.

42 Civilians and
Monk Killed

LTTE cadres killed 42 civilians on the
night of 25/26 May in an attack on the
fishing village of Kallaru. Reports
stated Tiger cadres opened fire on
Kallaru located north of Trincomalee
in the east, where about 65 Sinhalese
and Muslim families lived in huts.

According to survivors, between 200
and 300 members of the LTTE
approached Kallaru and first attacked
a small local army camp situated in
the village. However, the army camp
was deserted as the 55 soldiers present
had reportedly gone out on operations.
One survivor told Amnesty Interna-
tional that the LTTE members then
walked into the village and knocked on
doors. When people came out they
were shot at close range. Among those
killed are at least 12 women and six
children. The attack lasted all night.
At the end of it, LTTE members
reportedly ransacked the houses and
set them on fire.

Meanwhile, 40 miles to the south of
Kallaru, Kithalagama Siri Seelalank-
ara, commonly known as the ‘Dibula-
gala Priest’ after his temple, and a
known critic of the LTTE and who
encouraged Sinhala colonisation in the
east, was shot dead with his driver
near his temple.

Amnesty International concern that
the massacre at Kallaru may mark the
beginning of renewed attacks on un-
armed civilians has been heightened
by another report on 26 May that
LTTE members killed a Buddhist
priest known for his stand against
them.

The International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) condemned the Kal-
laru killings. ‘ICRC delegates saw the
bodies of 42 civilians, among them
women and young children, massacred
during the night by armed com-
batants’, it said in a statement. ‘The
ICRC strongly condemns any attack
on civilian targets and population,
which are in contradiction with the
most basic rules of human behaviour’.

The European Union on 29 May
strongly condemned the killing of 42
civilians by Tamil Tigers and urged
the rebels to open peace talks with the
Sri Lanka government. A statement
issued by France, which holds the
rotating EU presidency, said it was the
LTTE’s first deliberate attack against
civilians in three years. The EU ‘re-
solutely condemned’ it, as well as the
killing of a Buddhist monk the same
day. The EU strongly urged the LTTE
to open political talks as soon as
possible with the Sri Lanka author-
ities.

This is the first time that the Tigers
have attacked civilians in the current
fighting, although they had resorted to
civilian killings in the past. Some
Tamil political analysts in Colombo
feel that the Tigers have changed
tactics and are targeting civilians in
eastern Sri Lanka to divert govern-
ment troops from the north to protect
Sinhalese and Muslims living in the
east. And some even assert that the

Tigers want to incite an anti-Tamil
violent backlash in south Sri Lanka to
attract international sympathy for the
‘Tamil cause’.

“The LTTE wants to divert troops to
protect the border villages so that they
will be spread thin on the ground in
the north’, said political columnist
Dharmaratnam Sivaram. ‘When civi-
lians in border areas are attacked, the
government will react to the political
sensitivity of the issue rather than in
terms of a military strategy. The fact
that the priest was a specific target
shows that the Tigers are going about
this with a certain aim in mind’, he
said.

‘The LTTE will attack more soft
targets in the east. If the government
has to concentrate on protecting the
east, then it will be easier for the
LTTE to fight the army in the north’,
said Suresh Premachandran of the
Eelam Peoples Revolutionary Libera-
tion Front, a Tamil political party.

Military officers said that the LTTE
may be trying to provoke a backlash
against the Tamil minority commun-
ity by the majority Sinhalese. ‘Taking
the attack on the village and the
killing of the priest together, the Ti-
gers may be trying to create another
July 1983 situation. Then they can
gain world sympathy which is now
against them’, a senior military officer
said.

The Movement for Inter-Racial Jus-
tice and Equality (MIRJE) in a state-
ment condemned the LTTE for the
massacre of 42 Sinhalese villagers,
including women and children. It also
decried the killing of the Buddhist
monk.

MIRJE also said it had received
reports of armed forces burning civi-
lian homes and forcing Tamils to act as
walking mine detectors. And it further
denounced the reported killing in the
east of five Muslim civilians by the
army on May 6.

‘MIRJE wants to remind both par-
ties to the conflict that international
humanitarian law and principles pro-
hibit attacks on civilians and other
inhuman and cruel treatment of civi-
lians caught in conflict situations,
irrespective of their ethnicity’, said the
statement.

MIRJE also urged the lifting of the
government embargo on essential
goods to the north to relieve unneces-
sary hardships. ‘We also appeal to the
government to go beyond the LTTE
and to place its proposals for a political
solution before the people of Sri
Lanka’, it said, adding the conflict
could not be solved by military means.
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Extradition Request

Government and non-government cir-
cles in Colombo were surprised when
India formally asked Sri Lanka on 3
June to arrest and extradite Velupillai
Pirabakaran, the leader of the LTTE,
and two of his top associates, in con-
nection with the assassination of for-
mer Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gan-
dhi on 21 May 1991.

The extradition request follows a
petition signed by over one hundred
Indian MPs demanding the govern-
ment of Indian Prime Minister Nara-
simha Rao to make such a request
from Colombo. Observers in New De-
lhi say that the Indian government’s
move was motivated more by domestic
compulsions. Mr. Rao is facing a major
crisis in the ruling Indian Congress
Party which has been racked by inter-
nal factional feuds. In this context,
with such a large number of his own
party MPs demanding the LTTE lead-
er’s extradition, Mr. Rao had no
alternative, the observers say.

Cabinet Minister P. Chidambaram
told the Indian Parliament that a
special messenger had been despatch-
ed to Colombo carrying papers to seek
the extradition of Pirabakaran and his
two associates. The Minister acknow-
ledged the difficulties of the Sri Lank-
an government to comply with New
Delhi’s extraditiion request and of
bringing LTTE leader and his associ-
ates to trial in India.

‘The authorities in Sri Lanka in-
formed India’s Central Bureau of In-
vestigation earlier this year that the
absconding accused were in Jaffna
where there was no civil administra-
tion and no inquiries could be con-
ducted’, he said.

Mr. Chidambaram said that, never-
theless, an Indian special court trying
26 people for Gandhi’'s murder had
‘granted fresh non-bailable warrants
of arrest against the said three ac-
cused for their apprehension and ex-
tradition to India, The court has de-
clared Prabhakaran and his two
associates as absconders.

The Indian High Commission in
Colombo and the Sri Lankan Foreign
Ministry confirmed that the request
had been lodged with Sri Lanka’s
authorities.

A Foreign Ministry spokesman said
the government would process the
extradition request in accordance with
law, and the Attorney General would
take appropriate action. He said the
documents submitted by the Indian
government would be handed over to
the Defence Ministry, which handled
wssues of extradition. He also said it
was too early to comment on the
outcome of the request and that if

needed the government may ask for
more supportive documentation from
the Indian authorities.

Tamil circles in Colombo feel that
the extradition request from New De-
lhi has added further complications to
any chance of a negotiated settlement
of the ethnic conflict with the Tigers.
In any case, they say that the request
will have little practical meaning in
that the Sri Lankan authorities would
never be able to take the LTTE leader
into custody as their writ does not run
in the areas under the LTTE control,
nor will he and his associates allow
themselves to be captured alive as
they will bite the cyanide capsule
(which they carry always) no sooner
they face any danger of being cap-
tured.

Meanwhile reports indicate that the
Indian navy has intensified patrols
along the country’s southernmost
coast in a bid to shut down clandestine
supply routes to northern Sri Lanka.
The navy has been stopping more than
300 vessels a day in the Palk Strait
searating India and Sri Lanka to en-
sure they are not carrying contraband
cargo to Tamil rebels, Indian Vice-
Admiral Prem Vir Das was quoted as
saying.

Red Cross Vessel
Hit by Mine

A cargo vessel belonging to the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC), carrying 12 people hit a mine
near the army controlled port of Kank-
esanturai in the northern Jaffna
peninsula on 3 June. One crewman
was missing, presumed dead, and
three other members of the all-
Indonesian crew were injured, acord-
ing to a spokesman for the ICRC.

It is generally thought that the mine
was laid by the LTTE aimed at vessels
belonging to the government going in
and out of the KKS port, and the ICRC
vessel was never their intended target.

The 38-metre (125-feet) utility vesel,
chartered by the Red Cross for the
regular run from Point Pedro 200 km
(125 miles) down the east coast to
Trincomalee, was about to undergo
security checks at the port of Kank-
esanturai when it hit the mine.

There was an explosion as it was
about to turn into the port, seriously
damaging the front of the hull, Red
Cross field coordinator Dominique
Henry told newspapers. The vessel,
called the Sea Dancer, was carrying 12
people including one Red Cross official
and a U.N. High Commissioner for
Refugees official, Henry said. The
three injured crew. members were
taken to the nearby Palaly air base for
treatment.

‘This is the first time one of our ships
has hit a mine, as far as I know’,
Henry said. ‘We must seek further
security guarantees’, he said, adding
that he did not know whether or not it
was a LTTE mine the vessel hit.

The Red Cross has run regular relief
missions to the Tiger-controlled north
and back, ferrying the injured, drugs,
food and other cargo. According to
agency reports Red Cross relief mis-
sions are temporarily suspended until
security can be assured.

Meanwhile the LTTE is reported to
have refused to give Red Cross vessels
safe passage to the KKs port, a Red
Cross official said on 11 June.

‘We're not going to enter the Kank-
esanturai navy harbour with civilians
on board as the LTTE refuses to give
us security guarantees when entering
or leaving the harbour’, Paul Fruh,
deputy head of the ICRC delegation in
Sri Lanka said.

BCRC vessels taking food and pas-
sengers between Jaffna and the north-
eastern port of Trincomalee undergo
navy checks at Kankesanturai. The
LTTE had said that they could no
longer guarantee the safety of boats
flying the ICRC flag entering or leav-
ing Kankesanturai, Fruh said. The
ICRC plans to negotiate with the navy
to ensure checks can be done at Trin-
comalee or outside Kankesanturai,
Fruh said.

The ferry service between Jaffna
and Trincomalee will be suspended
from 12 June as the ICRC had with-
drawn its escort, according to a gov-
ernment official. The ferry Ngaroma
plies between Jaffna and Trincomalee
three times a month and is used by
Jaffna residents, especially the sick, as
all land routes between the peninsula
and the mainland have been cut by
fighting.

The Sri Lankan navy was reported
to be looking for mines off the north-
ern coast following the fate of the
ICRC vessel.

Tamil Shops Burned Down

Fears of a repeat of the July 1983
anti-Tamil violence gripped the
population as at least 23 shops and
boutiques belonging to Tamils and
Muslims were burned down during the
night of 2 June in a resurgence of
communal violence in Sri Lanka’s
southern port city of Galle, about 140
kilometres south of Colombo. As the
fire swept through the city, even some
shops belonging to the Sinhalese were
burnt.

In apparent retaliation to the killing

Continued on page 10
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of 42 Sinhala civilians in the eastern
province and a well known 78-year-old
Buddhist monk, Kithalagama Siri
Seelalankara known as the ‘Dimbula-
gala Priest’, who was shot dead near
his temple in Polonnaruwa district,
and on the evening of the monk’s
funeral, extremist violent elements
went about the city on a rampage
setting fire to Tamil owned shops. One
police post was also burned down.

Following the arson attack, Tamil
residents and shop keepers fled to take
refuge in temples and school buildings.
A 12-year-old girl died on the night of
4 June when arsonists set fire to at
least nine homes of Estate Tamils on a
tea estate in Elpitiya in the Galle
district.

The government promptly clamped
down a curfew and rushed reinforce-
ments to contain the viclence from
spreading to other areas. Particularly
in the capital city of Colombo and its
suburbs where an estimated 200,000
Tamils live, security was tightened
with thousands of troops from the
army and navy being deployed on each
and every road.

President Mrs. Kumaratunga in
condemning the arson attack on Tamil
shops accused ‘opposition conspirators’
of inciting the violence and of planning
to plunge the country into a July 1983
type of communal conflagration. She
promised to take strong action against
those who planned and participated in
the violence.

Academics Disappointed
Over Breakdown of Truce

A large number of Sri Lankan
academics employed abroad have ex-
pressed profound disappointment over
the breakdown of the cessation of
hostilities between the Government
and the LTTE.

They also have unequivocally conde-
mned the ‘military calculation’ that
appears to have guided the LTTE’s
decision to break the truce.

The full text of their communique is
as follows:

‘We, the undersigned, are profound-
ly disappointed by the breakdown of
the cessation of hostilities (COH) be-
tween the Sri Lankan government and
the LTTE. We saw the major initiative
taken by the Peoples Alliance adminis-
tration in meeting the voters’ mandate
and creating an atmosphere in which a
lasting peace could be negotiated as an
enormously welcome move. We were
heartened by the initial response of
the LTTE and also, importantly, all
sections of the Sri Lankan polity. The

Sri Lankan people made clear their
desire for peace.

It is then extremely unfortunate
that the LTTE chose to unilaterally
break the COH leading in recent days
to the loss of hundreds of lives, and the
re-imposition of war’s inevitable
hardships on the people of the North-
East.

‘We unequivocally condemn the in-
defensible military calculation that
appears to have guided the LTTE’s
decision to break the COH; we also
condemn the unconvincing justifica-
tion offered by the international apo-
logists for the LTTE in defence of the
LTTE’s anti-democratic rejection of
the people’s aspirations for peace.

The LTTE should not once again
confuse short-term military gains with
the possibility of obtaining a military
solution to the ethnic crisis. We urge
the LTTE to recognize the urgent need
to shift the debate from military
strategy to the alternate political prog-
rams that can meet the just call of the
Tamil people for inter-ethnic justice
and democracy. As we have learnt
bitterly from the past it is predomi-
nantly civilians who would end up as
victims in a spiralling cycle of violence.

‘Similarly we condemn those politic-
al forces in the South who urge retalia-
tion against the LTTE’s military
attack with full scale war against the
Tamil people. There should be recogni-
tion of a crucial ethical and political
distinction between the LTTE’s ac-
tions and the just struggles of the
Tamil people.

We urge also that the PA do every-
thing possible to ensure that food and
medical supplies reach the people of
the North; surely, the right to huma-
nitarian aid should not be contingent
on the state of military relations be-
tween the LTTE and the armed forces.

Notwithstanding the LTTE’s deci-
sion to resume hostilities, in the last
few months the people of the North-
East have clearly expressed their de-
sire for peace. In this light we urge the
PA to fulfil its electoral mandate for
bringing about a just and democratic
solution to the ethnic crisis by present-
ing its proposed political program to
the people of Sri Lanka. We hope this
will open the door to public debate and
discussion among all the three com-
munities to collectively determine the
institutional arrangements for peace
with democracy. We urge moreover
that the LTTE respect the wishes of
the Tamil people and participate in the
national discussion of a political solu-
tion.

The following are among the signa-
tories to the above statement:

Prof. Stanley Tambiah, Harvard

University, Prof. Gananath Obeyese-
kere, Princeton University, Prof.
Valentine Daniel, University of Michi-
gan, Prof. Kumar David, Hong Kong
Polytechnic University, Prof. C. Man-
oharan, University of Wisconsin,
Parkside, Prof. Rajini Obeyesekere,
Princeton University, Prof. Jonathan
Walters, Whitman College, Prof.
David Scott, University of Chicago,
Prof. C.R. De Silva, Indiana State
University, Prof. Henry Steiner, Har-
vard Law School, Oadri Ismail, Col-
umbia University, S. Nanthikesan,
Harvard University, Arjun Guner-
atne, University of Chicago, Kumanan
Nesiah, University of Rochester, Sumi
Kailasapathy, New School of Social
Research, Pradeep Jeganathan, Uni-
versity of Chicago, Janice R. Fine,
Massachusetts Institute of Technolo-
gy, Milan Rodrigo, Cornell University,
Farzana Haniffa, Mt. Holyoke College,
Malathi de Alwis, University of Chica-
go, Vasuki Nesiah, Harvard Law

. School, Asha Abeysekera, Mt. Holyoke
College, Sonali Perera, Columbia Uni-
versity, Anif Rupasinghe, Texas A&
M University, Nalin Jayasena, Uni-
versity of California, Riverside,
Ameena Nalim, Texas A & M Uni-
versity.

European Parliament on
Arms Sales and Breakdown
of Peace Process

The European Parliament in a resolu-
tion adopted recently strongly urged
the European Union and its member
states to tighten controls over the sale
of arms and to prevent arms from
reaching the LTTE and similar orga-
nisations.

The European Parliament also cal-
led on the Governments of SAARC
nations and nations of the Indian
Ocean region to exert pressure on the
LTTE to return to the negotiating
table.

It urged all member nations to use
all political and economic measures to
support the Sri Lankan Government’s
effort to revive the peace process and
to improve the application of human
rights legislation and called on the
Commission to increase the co-
operation with the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment’s effort to revive the peace
process and to improve the application
of human rights legislation and called
on the Commission to increase the
co-operation with the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment under the recently conducted
agreement and to give all the support
needed to bring about peace and recon-
ciliation.

The text of the resolution is as
follows:
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The European Parliament is deeply
concerned at the breakdown of the
negotiations between the democrati-
cally-elected Government of Sri Lanka
and the LTTE, which were aimed at
resolving the long-standing conflict in
Sri Lanka.

Whereas the elections of 16 August
and 9 November 1994 won by Mrs.
Chandrika Kumaratunga were free,
impartial and correct, and whereas
her accession to the Presidency was
marked by her personal commitment
to launch direct negotiations with the
LTTE to offer greater devolution of
power from the central government
and the strengthening of the protec-
tion of human rights, and to stress
that all the citizens of Sri Lanka
should retain their ethnic, religious
and linguistic identities.

Deploring the LTTE’s unilateral
breach of the ceasefire proclaimed by
President Kumaratunga on 8 January
1995 and shocked that, in LTTE
attacks on Sri Lankan naval vessels in
Trincomalee harbour on 19 April, the
destruction by missiles of two Air
Force transport planes on 28 and 29
April and other attacks on both milit-
ary and civilian targets, most recently
in the district of Amparai and Vavu-
niya, 300 new victims have been added
to the 30,000 who have perished since
the armed campaign of the LTTE
began in the 1970s.

Recalling that, of the several Tamil
militant groups which had earlier con-
ducted an armed struggle for a sepa-
rate Tamil-speaking state, only the
LTTE had refused at that time to give
up armed struggle and pursue peace
negotiations.

Gravely concerned by the oppression
of those Tamils who do not support the
LTTE in the LTTE-controlled areas
such as the Jaffna Peninsula.

Whereas the Presidency, acting on
behalf of the European Union, conde-
mned the LTTE’s attacks at Trinco-
malee and referred to the need for a
peaceful resolution of the conflict in Sri
Lanka in its declaration of 21 April
1995 on Sri Lanka.

Recalling its resolutions on the
situation in Sri Lanka, especially that
of 22 April 1994,

Condemns the actions of the LTTE
m withdrawing from the peace nego-
tiations and unilaterally breaking the
ceasefire with unprovoked acts of vio-
lence;

Considers that the reasons put for-
ward by the LTTE for breaking off the
megotiations with the Government of
Sri Lanka demonstrate an underlying
reluctance by the LTTE to enter into a
oonstructive dialogue;

Stresses the risk that the interrup-
tion of the peace negotiations may lead
to a further escalation in the conflict
and calls on both sides to be willing to
resume negotiations which would
allow for a new ceasefire agreement
and the resumption of non-military
supplies to the Jaffna peninsula;

Stresses to the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment the need to avoid indiscriminate
retaliation against civilians and to be
willing to negotiate with the other
Tamil organisations which do not sup-
port the LTTE;

Calls on the European Union and its
Members States to use all political and
economic means to support the Sri
Lanka government’s efforts to revive
the peace process and to improve the
application of human rights legisla-
tion; calls on the Commission to in-
crease its co-operation with the Sri
Lankan Government under the re-
cently concluded agreement and to
give it all the support needed to bring
about peace and reconciliation;

Urges the European Union and its
member States to tighten controls over
the sale of arms and to prevent arms
from reaching the LTTE and similar
organizations;

Instructs its President to forward
this resolution to the Council, the
Commission, the Member States, the
Government of Sri Lanka and the
other members of SAARC, and the
LTTE.

Talks With Tamil Parties

The government has been engaged in
talks with Tamil political parties, ex-
cluding the LTTE, in regard to the
devolution of powers to the Tamil
areas of the north and east.

Justice and Constitutional Affairs
Minister, Prof. G.L. Peiris said the
government had not slammed the door
shut on talking peace with the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) but
that the LTTE had left if no choice but
to leave them out of the current discus-
sions.

‘The idea was to send the package
first to the LTTE and it wouldn’t be
discussed officially with anyone else
until the LTTE had seen the package
and had an opportunity to react’, he
told reporters in Colombo on 18 May.
But the Tigers refused to respond to
repeated invitations to set dates to
receive and discuss the political pack-
age on several occasions and later
resumed hostilities.

‘The situation has changed fun-
damentally after the Tigers unilateral-
ly broke the truce and resumed armed
hostilities’ Peiris said. ‘And therefore
the government will be discussing the

main elements of the package with the
different political parties’.

He said the government had bent
over backwards to meet Tiger de-
mands. ‘As far as the government is
concerned, it’s not through choice that
it is engaged in hostilities with the
LTTE, but through being forced by the
necessity of the LTTE resuming hosti-
lities against the government’, he said.

Peiris said Sri Lanka had wide-
spread international support for its
peace effort. ‘The international com-
munity has come out in full support to
the Sri Lankan government and was
convinced that the government was
genuine in its efforts to restore peace.
They have offered us not mere verbal
support but material support’, he said.
‘Support with regard to the war’, he
clarified when questioned. The Minis-
ter declined to give details as to which
countries had offered what, saying
these questions were unfair in the
present situation. ‘These governments
will assist us in tangible material ways
when we need such support’, he said.

Bomb Blast at Airport

Three detonators went off but failed to
trigger some 24 kg (53 1b) of explosives
on 5 June that wrecked a van outside
Sri Lanka’s Katunayake International
Airport, some 20 miles from the is-
land’s capital Colombo.

There were three ‘devices’, each con-
taining a detonator and about eight kg
(17% 1b) of unspecified explosives,
according to the police at the Airport
who promptly attributed the blast to
the LTTE alleging that the design was
similar to car bombs used by the
Tigers in the past.

‘Even if the explosives had been
detonated, the van was in an isolated
area with the nearest building about
100 yards away, so the damage would
have been limited’, an officer said. He
said two men were seen running away
from the van shortly before the explo-
sion but no arrests had been made.

Security at the Airport had been
stepped up after intelligence reports
that Tigers were planning bomb
attacks in the south of the island,
particularly in Colombeo.

Concern Over
Electoral Reforms

Smaller political parties and those’
representing ethnic minorities in Sri
Lanka are concerned that electoral
reforms proposed by the government
for July this year could reduce their
representation in the island’s parlia-

Continued on page 13
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ment, according to some political lead-
ers and analysts.

The ruling People’s Alliance has
proposed a mixture of proportional
representation and the British-style
constituency-based first-past-the-post
system to replace the currently operat-
ing version of proportional representa-
tion. The parliamentary committee
was trying to see how to balance
proportional representation and a
first-past-the-post system.

A parliamentary select committee
reviewing the constitution is presently
discussing electoral reforms. Some are
of the view that the reforms should
ensure more accurate representation
for minorities and small parties. They
consider inadequate or lack of par-
liamentary representation as the main
cause of the two insurgencies, the
ongoing armed rebellion by Tamils
demanding autonomy in the north and
east, which has been raging since
1983, and the left wing youth-based
uprising by the JVP in the south of the
island brutally crushed in 1990.

‘Small parties have some concerns
about the proportional representation
system being changed. They don’t
want any party to get a steamroller
majority. They want to ensure parlia-
ment reflects the ethnic proportions in
the country. A purely electorate-based
system of representation or even one
mixed with proportional representa-
tion reduced the chances of minority
parties being adequately represented
in parliament’, said a political analyst.

Under the draft proposals, the num-
ber of MPs would be increased to 245
from 225, of which 77 would be nomin-
ated by parties based on the proportion
of votes received in each district by
each party. The 168 elected members
would be voted in on a first-past-the-
post basis from 160 polling divisions, a
few of which being designated as mul-
ti-member constituencies.

Athauda Senevirathne, a Deputy
Minister from the LSSP in the ruling
alliance, said he preferred the electoral
system in Germany under which 50
percent of parliament is chosen on an
electorate basis and the rest on nation-
al proportional representation. ‘It is
more democratic as small parties and
ethnic minorities can collect support
from all over the country to elect
members to parliament. Even if they
Jose in their own electorate they can be
elected to parliament through national
proportional representation’, he said.

Australia Ready to Help

Australian Foreign Minister Gareth
Evans said his country was ready to
offer what help it could to solve Sri
Lanka’s ethnic crisis.

But Evans, who helped broker a
peace settlement for Cambodia, said
he did not think there was any ‘real
scope’ for third party mediation be-
tween the government and the LTTE.
‘If both sides think it would be helpful
to have some third party involvement
then we would stand ready to offer
such assistance as we can, either
directly or perhaps through the Com-
monwealth’, Evans told a press confer-
ence on 22 May in Colombo.

‘But the situation at the moment is
one that cries out for a solution inter-
nally and I don’t think at the moment
there is any obvious role that I or
Australia or anyone else could play’,
said the Foreign Minister.

Evans, here on a one-day visit, had
talks with Sri Lankan Foreign Minis-
ter Lakshman Kadirgamar and Jus-
tice Minister G.L. Peiris. In 1990,
Australia offered to play a ‘good
offices’ role for the Commonwealth in
peace settlement talks and has re-
newed the offer to successive Sri Lank-
an governments.

‘] indicated today that whatever we
said in the past still holds’, Evans said.
Stating that Australia was one of the
first countries to condemn the LTTE
for its suicide bomb attack on tweo
naval vessels last month that broke a
truce with the government that had
lasted since the beginning of the year,
Evans added, ‘Australia shares the
disappointment of the international
community that the peace process was
brought to such an abrupt and untime-
ly end by the LTTE action last month’.

He said the Sri Lankan government
of President Mrs. Kumaratunga was
determined to demonstrate ‘that ne
one can act with impunity in attacking
patrol boats and shooting aeroplanes
out of the sky’.

He added: ‘Without going into detail,
my conclusion was that the govern-
ment response will be measured and
will be of a kind that is calculated to
keep doors to peace open rather than
slamming them shut’.

Scandal Hits Sri Lanka
Red Cross

The Sri Lanka Red Cross Society has
been forced to abandon welfare pro-
Jjects amid allegations of mismanage-
ment and widespread fraud.

Lack of proper monitoring and re-
porting of programmes, mismanage-
ment of funds, inadequate auditing
and serious allegations of fraud has
prompted the government to set up a
panel to re-organise the SLRC with
the help of the International Federa-
tion of Red Cross (IFRC).

Accusations and counter-

accusations of fraud have appeared in
the Sri Lankan press. ‘A kind of
hysteria has built up where people are
talking to one another through the
newspapers’, said Eric Jensen, head of
the Colombo delegation of the IFRC.

The IFRC runs some 160 national
Red Cross Societies across the world.
The IFRC is distinct from the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) which works in conflict zones.

Jensen said funds had disappeared
allocated for Sri Lankan projects,
though he could not say how much. He
said a project to build latrines for the
poor in South and Central Sri Lanka
had only been 50 percent suceessful
because of ‘massive mismanagement’.

The IFRC has suspended two local
programmes — an island wide disaster
preparedness scheme and a primary
health care programme. The IFRC,
which has a budget of one million
Swiss francs ($840,300) a year, is now
concentrating its efforts recruiting
several hundred people to the local Sri
Lankan Red Cross branches to avoid
maélipulation by a corrupt few, Jensen
said.

TULF Urges Federal
Political Package

Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF) Leader, M. Sivasithamparam
has urged President Kumaratunga to
put forward the political package for a
federal state. When he led a delegation
for formal talks recently TULF took
up the question of ensuring that inno-
cent Tamils are not harassed during
security operations. The meeting too
place on May 30. .

TULF Vice President, V. Ananda’
Sangari said that his party had kept
away from the talks, President
Kumaratunga held recently with five
Tamil parties, so that it could main-
tain their distinet identity as a non-
militant Tamil political party.

The TULF pushed for a merged
North-East where they would be will-
ing to excise Ampara District, he said.

The delegation led by TULF Presi-
dent Sivasithamparam included
Secretary-General, R. Sampanthan,
Vice President, V. Ananda Sangari,
Dr. Neelan Tiruchelvam, MPs Joseph
Pararajasingham, A. Thangathurai,
K. Thurairajasingham, P. Selvaraja
and former MP Mavai Senathirajah.

They will request President Kumar-
atunga to take action in implementing
the following: :
® No one should be arrested and

detained unless there is reasonable
information to justify the arrest.

Continued on page 14
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@ In the event of a person adducing
satisfactory proof of his or her
residence through national identi-
ty, electoral register, registration in
the area of residence police station,
such persons should not be
arrested.

@ Families or other persons chosen by
the persons arrested or detained,
should always be informed within a
reasonable time of the arrest, the
place of detention, and of any trans-
fer and the identity of the law
enforcement officer concerned.

@ Arresting officers should always
establish their identity, vehicle
used by the security forces should
have number plates displayed at all
times and be clearly identifiable as
police or military vehicles.

@ Every person arrested or detained
should be told the reasons for the
arrest, identity of the arresting and
detaining officer and where they
are detained and the reasons which
justify their continued detention.

@ All persons arrested must only be
held in authorized publicly listed
places of detention with free access
given to Human Rights Task Force
and the ICRC.

@ All detainees should be informed of
their rights to be interrogated and
to give a statement in their own
language. Every police station and
place of detention should have a
sufficient number of persons con-
versant in the Tamil language to
make this a reality.

@ Young girls and women should be
taken to the police station only in
the company of a person of their
choice.

@ To prevent unjustified arrests peo-
ple aiready released after routine
checks should be issued with re-
lease certificates indicating the
date of arrest, who interrogated the
person, where he or she was held
and the date of release, people with
release certificates should not be
arrested, without their specific in-
formation justifying their arrest.

@® Landlords and tenants subletting
the premises should be specifically
instructed to inform the police sta-
tion of all the names of persons
occupying the house, including new
arrivals within 24 hours.

@ Registration forms must be made
available immediately on request,
perfected forms must be accepted
immediately when it is handed over
at the police station. Very often the
police return the form with instruc-
tions to come the next day and see
the officer who is dealing with the

subject. A designated officer must
be available throughout the 24
hours of the day at the police
station, to issue and receive reg-
istration forms.

@® The Army, Navy and Air Force
should also comply with the re-
quirement in law that any persons
they arrest or detain should be
handed over to the nearest police
station within 24 hours and in
areas where there is no police sta-
tion within a distance of 20 miles or
more, within at least 3 days of the
arrest.

@ Access must be given to relatives at
least 4 days a week whether in
prison or any other place of deten-
tion.

Diplomatic Relations

With Israel?
According to reports from informed
sources close to Foreign Ministry in
Colombo, the Sri Lankan government
has been taking steps of late with a
view to establishing diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel.

Local political analysts believe that
this will make it possible to intensify
military-technical cooperation be-
tween the two countries and ensure
the delivery of Israeli armaments to
the Sri Lankan army for the conduct of
combat operations against the Tamil
Tigers.

The rupture in the early 1970s of
diplomatic relations between Sri
Lanka and Israel was sought to be
restored by former President Junius
Jayawardene in the mid-1980s with
the opening of an Israeli Interest Sec-
tion in the US Embassy in Colombo.
However, when Ranasinghe Premada-
sa succeeded Jayawardene as Presi-
dent in 1989, he ordered the closure of
the Interest Section primarily in an
attempt to please Arab nations on
which he was relying for aid and trade.

Now that relations between PLO
and some other Arab countries on the
one hand and Israel on the other have
improved, Colombo may feel that the
situation is relatively conducive to
restore diplomatic relations with
Israel.

Government Increases
Defence Spendinng

The government has announced mea-
sures to raise funds for the war effort
in the north. The measures include
raising the defence levy by 1 percent,
expediting privatization, a 10 percent
cutback on non-priority rupee funded
capital investment projects, postpon-
ing new projects and transferring 300
million US dollars of accumulated pro-
fits from the electricity board to the
Treasury, Deputy Minister of Finance,

Prof. G.L. Peiris told Parliament on 8
June.

He said the increase of the defence
levy from the present 3.5 percent to
4.5 percent would result in an increase
in prices.

Government officials and heads of
state institutions will contribute their
one day’s pay to the defence fund for
the war effort in the northeast, accord-
ing to a cabinet decision which also
made it compulsory for cabinet minis-
ters, state ministers and deputy minis-
ters and secretaries to ministries,
heads of corporations and other state
institutions to contribute one day’s pay
to the defence fund.

Commencing this month, the com-
pulsory contributions will continue for
a period of four months, Deputy Fi-
nance Minister said adding that all the
members of the parliament will follow
suit, a great many of whom have
indicated that they will be contribut-
ing a far more substantial sum.

The government’s measures will in-
crease the defence budget from the
current 3.5 billion rupees (about 700
million US dollars) announced in
January this year when the peace
talks with the Tigers were going on, to
4.5 billion rupees (about 900 million
US dollars).

Air Force Seeks

Volunteer Pilots

The Air Force is so desperately short of
pilots in the Tamil rebel-held north
that it is calling for volunteers to train,
according to its Commander. Colombo
newspapers reported that Air Marshal
Oliver Ranasinghe had asked for
volunteers from non-flying units to fly
aircraft after a large number of regu-
lar pilots allegedly refused to fly to
northern bases for fear of missile
attacks. The Air Force, which lost two
transport planes to Tigers’ anti-
aircraft missiles last month in a new
tactical dimension in the conflict, was
short by about 50 pilots and was
planning to acquire more aircraft soon.
Ranasinghe told newspapers. But he
denied that his pilots had refused to
fly, saying flights to the north were
only temporarily suspended im-
mediately after the missile attacks but
had now resumed after pilots devised
and practised new tactics to evade the
threat.

‘Until they knew what the threat
actually was pilots were a little bit
cautious. . .until the uncertainty was
over’, Ranasinghe told the press. ‘Now
they’re flying again and we have pick-
ed up casualties and sent fresh rations
(to northern camps). We have resumed
flights although they are now irregu-
lar. We're not taking troops up and
down as much as earlier’.




15 JUNE 1995

TAMIL HMES 18

The Suicidal Game of War

and Peace Must End

by Dr. S. Narapailasingam

From Thimpu to Jaffna via
Colombo (Hilton)

The first failed attempt (though both
sides probably knew it was not serious)
to talk peace was when President
Jayewardene was in charge. The talks
took place in Thimpu in July and
August 1985 under the auspices of the
Indian government. No further
attempts were made until he was
succeeded by President Premadasa.
When the peace talks in Colombo that
lasted for a record 13 months period in
1989 and 1990 under his leadership
failed, people had to wait until Presi-
dent Kumaratunga was elected to lead
the country for the recently failed
peace talks to begin.

It is relevant to note that the Col-
ombo (Hilton) talks between Premada-
sa and the LTTE lasted for the longest
period so far, because there were other
pressing issues such as, the role of the
Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) In
the North-East and expediting its
withdrawal from the country; the con-
seription of youth for training by the
IPKF and the building of the Civilian
Volunteer Force; and the dissolution of
the North-East Provincial Council
headed by a rival Tamil group.

The latest rounds of peace talks
initiated by President Chandrika
Kumaratunga after the August 1994
general elections, began last October.
Four rounds of talks were held in
Jaffna, a territory under the control of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
'LTTE). The LTTE unilaterally with-
drew from the Cessation of Hostilities
Agreement and it resumed attacks on
the same day April 19, 1995 by sinking
two navy vessels in Trincomalee. The
peace talks were automatically sus-
pended.

Mrs. Kumaratunga contested both
the General and the Presidential elec-
dgons in 1994 having declared her
commitment openly to a peaceful set-
tlement of the ethnic conflict and
obtained a clear mandate from the
people to fulfil this commitment. She
obtained an unprecedented support in
the Presidential elections with 62% of
the total votes in her favour. No other
leader had the courage to seek such a
mandate on the ethnic issue. All the
ecommunities supported her in the elec-
uons and believed that she would
bring peace and prosperity to them.
The euphoria was visible even in those

Tamil areas under the control of the
LTTE.

The LTTE in turn welcomed her
resounding victory in the two elections
and expressed their willingness to en-
ter into negotiations without precondi-
tions. President Kumaratunga’s
sincerity to solve the Tamil problem
peacefully by negotiating directly with
the LTTE has never been in doubt
within and outside Sri Lanka. Her
firm belief in the peace option to
resolve the conflict received universal
acclamation from several foreign gov-
ernments and international organiza-
tions. Unfortunately there were short-
comings in implementing her idea in
earnest on the ground.

Perceived stand of LTTE

LTTE took up the stand right from
the beginning that the alleviation of
the sufferings of the Tamil people
resulting from the imposition of the
economic embargo by the previous
Government following the resumption
of hostilities between its security
forces and the LTTE in June 1990
must be addressed first. The rehabi-
litation and development of the area
and reconstruction of the infrastruc-
ture destroyed by the war as well as
the restoration of basic services in the
affected Tamil areas must come about
as a joint venture between the Govern-
ment and the LTTE. Under no cir-
cumstances it was willing any others
including the Government to usurp
the authority it was wielding in the
areas under its control.

Second cardinal factor which the
LTTE was unwilling to concede was its
military capability, which it had
throughout claimed enabled it to ‘de-
feat’ the fourth largest army in the
world. Even any semblance of under-
estimating this capability would com-
pel the LTTE to prove that this is real
and not an illusion. Linked to this
perception of power was the expecta-
tion of the LTTE that it must be taken
very seriously even by heads of gov-
ernments in any negotiations for the
settlement of the ethnic conflict or
matters concerning the administration
of the Tamil region.

Finally, LTTE had not liberated or
rather brought under its control a good
part of the North-East region and the
dominance of other entities in these
areas was an impediment if not an

irritant to achieving its ultimate goal.
In this situation, there was the inhe-
rent fear of the nature of its future role
in the entire North-East region once a
political solution acceptable to the
Tamil people became difficult to reject.
In this regard, the relevance of the
claim that the LTTE is the sole voice of
the Tamil people gains importance.

The significance of this stand was
probably not fully grasped by the
present government during the period
it had talks with the LTTE in Jaffna.
Some of the reasons for the LTTE to
have broken the truce so abruptly may
in part be attributed to this miscal-
culation.

Government Actions and
Inaction

Neither President Chandrika
Kumaratunga nor the LTTE leader
Vellupillai Prabhakaran participated
dirgctly in the peace talks. Her
nominees to the talks were govern-
ment bureaucrats, senior military per-
sonnel and eminent persons — Angli-
can Bishop Kenneth Fernando,
Charles Abeyasekara and Dr. Jayade-
va Uyangoda whose bona fides were
unshakeable. They functioned virtual-
ly as her messengers in the absence of
senior cabinet ministers with author-
ity to respond immediately to the
demands and suggestions submitted
by the LTTE delegation. This has been
a serious drawback, particularly in the
context of LTTE’s impatience in
obtaining its demands.

LTTE’s complaint that President
Kumaratunga sent ‘personal emissar-
ies who had neither political authority
nor government status’ for four rounds
of talks with them in Jaffna has
validity. Perhaps unwittingly, Presi-
dent Kumaratunga’s gesture by hold-
ing the talks in the LTTE territory
became an impediment for such direct
and high level meetings. However, the
two leaders have exchanged letters
concerning the peace talks, which
were later made public.

The fact that she was fresh and
hence underestimated the intricacies
in conflict resolution would be a plausi-
ble excuse but unfortunately this was
a costly mistake. Any complex task to
be accomplished successfully requires
adequate planning and well thought
out action programme with definite
time frames for the completion of the
relevant tasks. The cost of failure in
taking a gamble was so great in this
case, that this alone should have com-
pelled her to work out beforehand the
foolproof modalities of conducting the
peace talks. This preliminary but vital

Continued on page 16
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work was crucial all the more given
the tragic failure of three previous
attempts. In this regard, it is apt to
cite from the editorial in the March
1995 issue of T'T.

“The prudence and efficacy of the
methodology hitherto adopted in the
negotiating process between the gov-
ernment and the LTTE is question-
able. Whatever merit the principle of
transparency may have, protracted
intractable problems between parties
with entrenched positions cannot be
resolved by discussions surrounded by
the glare of publicity’.

Before the Israeli Government and
the Palestinian Liberation Organisa-
tion (PLO) came to the negotiating
table several behind-the-scene talks
took place in Norway. The British
Government had unofficial discussions
with members of Sinn Fein, the politic-
al wing of the IRA, before declaring a
ceasefire. The secret contacts were
being vigorously denied by the British
government until close to reaching an
agreement.

The absence of an outside mediator
or mediators acceptable to both sides
was another serious drawback, given
the mistrust and past experiences of
unkept promises and broken pledges of
previous governments. With the direct
involvement of neutral third party
mediators, it would be difficuit for
either side to pull out of the peace talks
unilaterally on some flimsy grounds.

President Kumaratunga has for a
long time been saying that her govern-
ment has an extensive devolution
package to satisfy the aspirations of
the Tamils. By not revealing this she
failed to demonstrate her assertion
that her government is different from
all governments of the past in respect
of its attitude to the Tamil problem.
There was no way for the Tamils in the
North-East and indeed others to judge
her claim of heading an honest, impar-
tial and benevolent government that is
sympathetic to the legitimate rights of
the Tamils. By this act of omission, she
allowed space for the LTTE leader to
pronounce that ‘there is no fun-
damental difference between the pre-
sent Government and the UNP
regime’.

This accusation will become more
credible if she continues the entire
economic embargo reimposed in the
wake of the resumption of hostilities
on April 19. President Kumaratunga
is reported to have told the other
Tamil parties represented in Parlia-
ment that she cannot put forward her
long-awaited peace package now, be-
cause of fears of unrest among the
Sinhalese following the recent attacks

carried out by the LTTE. This state-
ment too tends to corroborate the
above charge, as previous govern-
ments also used the same argument to
deny the due rights to the Tamils. For
whatever reason, withholding the
package will not help to confirm her
credibility. She should not fall to the
temptation of committing the same
blunders her predecessors did with
dire consequences that affected the
ordinary peace loving people in all
parts of Sri Lanka.

In describing the LTTE leader as a
‘merciless megalomaniac’ and the late
President Premadasa as ‘another man
who needed psychiatric treatment
pretty seriously’, President Chandrika
has done harm to her standing as a
great national leader, Sri Lanka never
had before. She may have to negotiate
with the LTTE leader at some point,
and name-calling is not going to make
this easy.

Implications to the LTTE and
Tamil community

The condemnation by the interna-
tional community (reference can be
made to the T'T of May 1995), as well
as by the liberal Sinhalese leaders,
intellectuals and academics with a
known record of sympathy to the
Tamil cause, of the recent actions of
the LTTE cannot gladden millions of
Tamils in and outside Sri Lanka.
LTTE’s military successes are un-
doubtedly attributed to some daring
acts of its suicide squads ~ the Black
and Sea Tigers. Japan tried to win the
second world war using the kami-
kazes. No doubt the suicidal crashes of
their pilots on enemy targets had a
devastating effect on the morale of the
allies who were fighting them but

. these did not in the end bring victory

to the Japanese. Fidel Castro was
brave to stand up against the might of
the USA and her allies. The few
backers (for their own selfish reasons)
who provided economic and military
assistace to Cuba had long vanished.
The Cubans are now paying a hefty
price and many are so hopeless that
they are willing to risk their lives in
order to flee from their own home soil.

The reasons provided by the LTTE
to have pulled out of the peace talks
and resume the attack on military
targets on April 19, 1995 only hours
after announcing its withdrawal from
the cessation of hostilities pact raise
many questions.

The insistence of the LTTE that it
would not discuss political issues, until
their demands were met can be seen as
its determination to flex its muscle in
order to exhibit its strength to the
people. Alternatively, it can be viewed
as testing the sincerity and serious-

ness of President Kumaratunga’s Gov-
ernment in solving the ethnic problem
as promised steadfastly by her before
and after the August 1994 elections. A
third possible reason as can be dis-
cerned from the nature of some de-
mands of the LTTE could be to provide
a safety valve to pull out from the
peace talks at a convenient time.

The four demands were: (i) The
lifting of the economic embargo im-
posed by the previous government in
1990, which admittedly was an ex-
treme inhumane step taken, which
inflicted severe hardships to the people
in the North; (ii) The removal of the
restrictions on fishing in northern wa-
ters; (iii) The removal of the Pooneryn
army camp; and (iv) Allowing the free
movement of armed LTTE cadres i
the East. As a result of the fourt
round of talks held on 10/11 Apri
1995, the embargo on all items includ
ing fuel was lifted two days later
{except for the 8 listed items which
could be used in attacking the military
targets). Restrictions on fishing with
three exceptions were also lifted. The
restriction on fishing in the seas from
Devil’s Point to Thalaimannar were to
be reviewed in 3 months time.
Although the government had already
moved unilaterally the Pooneryn camp
600 metres away from the Pooneryn-
Sangupiddy route and given an under-
taking to place no checks on the road
and to allow unobstructed use of the
road by civilians, this was inadequate
to satisfy the LTTE which insisted on
the complete removal of the camp.
With regard to the free movement of
LTTE cadres in the Eastern Province
while being armed, the government
indicated its willingness to negotiate
this matter along with others within
the context of the Cessation of Hostili-
ties Agreement and proposed the days
between 6th and 10th of May for the
next round of talks centering on all
residual matters including the nego-
tiation of an annex to this agreement.
Government also admitted that earlier
decisions on lifting the embargo had
not been fully implemented and that it
would take steps to remove some
obstacles (which were not identified in
the statements) so as to ensure the
free flow of items removed from the
embargo.

LTTE also would not agree to the
functioning of Monitoring Committees
headed by foreign personnel from
Canada, the Netherlands and Norway
until the cessation of hostilities was
converted into a permanent ceasefire.
The government agreed to discuss this
matter too in the next round of talks.
Refusal to discuss political issues be-
fore their demands were met within
the deadline set by the LTTE, regard-
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less of their reasonableness, as against
the accommodating stand of President
Kumaratunga on the various demands
of the LTTE coupled with her princi-
pled position on the ethnic issue has
enhanced her stature in the eyes of the
international community as a sincere
national leader.

The consequences of LTTE’s hasty
withdrawal from the peace talks and
starting Eelam War III with increased
ferocity on the presumption that Presi-
dent Kumaratunga’s government was
not sincere and truthful with regard to
the pledges given to solve the ethnic
conflict peacefully are actually catas-
trophic to the interests of the LTTE let
alone to the aspirations of the Tamil
community. Some of them are similar
to shooting own goals in the game of
soccer. These are indicated below:

@ Pushing the government which
was committed to a peaceful settle-
ment of the ethnic conflict towards
the military option.

@ The swiftness of the attack in
Trincomalee sinking two navy ves-
sels followed by the downing of two
aircraft in Palaly and other subse-
quent attacks, lend credibility to
the accusation that LTTE also had
a hidden agenda ever since peace
talks began in Jaffna. The reaso-
nableness of LTTE’s demand which
the government stated had military
implications and which the LTTE
vehemently asked during the peace
talks appears to have lost credibil-
ity. The credibility of the LTTE has
also been impaired.

@ Forcing the government to seek
military assistance from the same
sources like its predecessors and
strengthening the military.

@ Among several condemnations of
the LTTE for unilaterally breaking
the truce and restarting the war, is
the resolution of the European Par-
liament adopted on May 18. Even
liberal Sinhalese politicians and
peace activists who had been soft to
the LTTE appear to share this
condemnation. The resolution of
the European Parliament clearly
brands the LTTE as the villain.

@ International opinion which had
been very sympathetic to the plight
of the Sri Lankan Tamils since the
1983 anti-Tamil pogrom, has
almost disappeared now. On the
contrary, President Kumaratun-
ga’s Government has won consider-
able sympathy from foreign gov-
ernments and international orga-
nizations after the April 19th inci-
dents, including the way the truce
was broken after only 14 weeks.

@ The Congress government of In-
dia, an arch adversary of the LTTE

had been brought closer to the Sri
Lankan government. The issue of
extradition of the leader of the
LTTE which was dormant all this
time had also been activated.

® In decision-making process, the
military establishment’s views will
carry greater weight than before
and will insist that its interests are
not relegated. This was one of the
accusations levelled against the
government by the LTTE, claiming
that the military interests took
precedence over its concern to solve
the Tamil problem.

@ The civilian population in Jaffna
as before will continue to suffer as a
result of offensive actions of the
military. LTTE was keen that their
sufferings must be alleviated first
before any substantive matters are
discussed in the peace talks.

@ Providing the excuse for Presi-
dent Kumaratunga not to reveal
the devolution package as she had
throughout maintained that it
must first be discussed with the
LTTE. An impasse was created by
insisting its demands must first be
fully met before political issues are
discussed.

@ Pre-conditions for the LTTE to
resume talks with the government
can be placed such as decommis-
sioning of weapons etc., which were
not imposed before.

Heightened distrust and insincerity
are not conducive to resolve conflicts.
Killing of civilians deliberately will
only intensify hatred between the two
communities, who regardless of the
outcome of the war must continue to
live side by side in the same island.

If one examines closely the past
events that led to various stages cul-
minating in the current worsened posi-
tion in the ethnic conflict, it will be
clear that invariably either side has
pushed the other to beef up its shoot-
ing power.

Peaceful settlement of conflict
through negotiations requires good-
will, trust and understanding of
others’ positions and difficulties. It is
not a one-sided effort. Here both sides
have failed miserably. LTTE had
wanted the Government to prove that
its intention to achieve peace was
genuine. It probably assumed that
there was no need for it to show its
sincerity to the same goal.

Returning to the Negotiating
Table

If the premise that all Sinhalese
governments are basically alike when
they come to solving the Tamil prob-
lem is accepted, then there is no point
in trying to negotiate for an amicable

solution except perhaps for some ex-
traneous reason. The alternative is
then to continue the war with all the
attendant consequences. In the post-
cold war era, many liberation move-
ments, after very long bitter guerrilla
warfare and incurring huge losses had
to come ultimately to the negotiating
table to settle the conflicts with the
relevant governments. Without re-
course to this modus operandi, inter-
national recognition vital for economic
viability and commercial and other
dealings with the outside world will be
difficult for a liberation movement
that succeeds in liberating some part
of a sovereign state by force without
the backing of foreign govern-
ments, despite the moral justification
for this course of action. Liberation
movements cannot afford to ignore
international opinion and it is suicidal
to antagonize even friendly govern-
ments and leaders. This is the stark
reality.

»

The European Union and many gov-
ernments have already urged both
sides in Sri Lanka to negotiate. Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
like the National Peace Council and
Movement for Inter-Racial Justice and
Equality in Sri Lanka as well as other
interested organizations outside Sri
Lanka are also currently trying their
best to get the peace process back on
track. Although hostilities have re-
sumed, either party claims that it is
not against a peaceful settlement of
the conflict. In the light of these
developments, a glimmer of hope ex-
ists at least for both parties to agree to
start talking peace again. As pointed
out earlier the task of making peace
has been made difficult by the recent

‘events emanating from the Jaffna

talks. The clock has been turned back
and the peace process has to start from
scratch. The cycle of alternating war
and peace must be stopped to prevent
self-destruction. There are no winners
in this insane game and all are losers.
If the reports of Sinhalese suicide
squads being formed are taken
seriously, then the entire country is
descending the slippery slope to bar-
barity. The confidence of the people on
both sides has been undermined by the
continuation of this seemingly unen-
ding cycle of war and peace and war
again.

President Kumaratunga should
show courage and magnanimity and
confirm her assertion that she is diffe-
rent from her predecessors by
agreeing to talk with the LTTE. The
responsibility to convince again the
disillusioned people the wisdom of pur-

Continued on page 19
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The Question of Extradition
and the LTTE’s Options

- by Taraki -

It was November 1986 — a time when
most of the armed Sri Lankan Tamil
groups based in South India were still
treated like Delhi’s darlings — I hap-
pened to meet in Tiruchi a veteran of
the Dravidian movement who had
dropped out of the DMK when that
party started toning down its militant
separatist ideology in the mid sixties.
After hearing me out on the ground
situation in the northeast where the
LTTE had emerged as the most power-
ful group fighting the army, he said:

‘The Tigers will have to wage the
final war for Thamileelam not with the
Sri Lankan government but with
India’.

After almost eight years the battle
lines have been drawn quite clearly.

India’s request to extradite the Ti-
ger leader, once formally accepted by
the government, will foreclose a
negotiated settlement to the ethnic
conflict as long as the LTTE, led by
Velupillai Prabhaharan, remains the
predominant military and political fac-
tor in the northeast.

Apart from this, the request for
extradition will not mean much to the
government as long as it does not, in
some way, lead to substantial military
assistance from Delhi to create the
conditions for getting anywhere near
the leader of the Liberation Tigers.

With Delhi and Colombo closed for
good, Prabhaharan has only three
immediate and ‘tangible’ options to
help him progress towards his goal and
to deter India from making a direct
military intervention in the conflict.

The first of course is the Tamil
nationalist sentiment in Tamil Nadu,
the second is what one may call the
strategic opening created by the fun-
damental geopolitical contradictions of
the South Asian region and the third,
which I think would be the last resort
option, is the potential of the minor but
strategically placed anti-systemic
forces in peninsular India.

In examining these three options
which the LTTE may feel compelled to
exploit, in view of the current develop-
ments in Indo-Lanka affairs, it must
be pointed at the outset that, while the
battle lines have been drawn clearly
with Delhi’s formal request for
Prabhaharan’s extradition, the first
task before the Tiger leader is not
simply a question of preparing for a
final showdown with India but deterr-

ence — that is to raise the threshold of
the potential security risk for India
arising from a military intervention in
the north. The question of deterrence
through exploiting these three factors
may become more important for the
LTTE at this juncture in view of its
military designs in the north. It is
quite clear that the government feels
somewhat confident today that it can,
with sufficient wherewithal, handle
the LTTE militarily and, according to
some reports, seems to be even prepar-
ing for an offensive into the Peninsula.
So, long as the government continues
to feel thus, despite occasional set-
backs, the LTTE will have sufficient
reason to rest assured that Indian
intervention is a very remote possi-
bility.

But the LTTE knows that if it
succeeds in achieving its immediate
military objective in the north, the
government’s confidence would be
shattered overnight which in turn
might compel it to seek urgent and
direct military assistance from India.
The immediate military objective of
the LTTE in the north is already
defined by the subtle siege it has laid
on the main bases there by threaten-
ing and restricting their supplies by
sea and air. Either the LTTE has to
overwhelm a base in the north swiftly,
leaving no time for the government to
formally seek Indian assistance to
save the place or it has to be certain of
adequate time for accomplishing its
task by ensuring that there would be
sufficient reasons for India to avoid or
at least delay intervention in that
particular context.

The reason why I think that the
LTTE feels compelled to consider the
Indian factor in achieving its immedi-
ate military objective in the northern
theatre is this: if it cannot swiftly
overrun a targeted base, it has, unlike
on previous attempts, the solid option
of cutting off all sea access to that
camp and occupying a few captured
positions which would enable its anti-
aircraft units to effectively prevent the
airforce from landing: and then build
up psychological pressure towards a
surrender. The government faced with
this situation which no doubt will
politically be explosive in the south,
might strongly feel impelled to seek
India’s military invervention.

This in my opinion may be more
worrisome to the LTTE than the ex-

tradition request per se. The request
and Colombo’s eagerness to comply
with it do not pose the immediate
problem for the Tigesr. It is the con-
Jjuncture which constitutes the prob-
lem — the extradition coming at this
Jjuncture when the LTTE seems confi-
dent (rightly or wrongly) that it can
score a major victory in the north
through its siege strategy. While I was
in Jaffna the Tigers appeared to be
quite confident that India would never
attempt a direct military intervention.
Though they did not give the exact
reason for it, they were extremely sure
of it.

In a recent interview with The
Times of India Indian Foreign Minis-
ter Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, asked
whether he was ruling out another
Indian military intervention in the Sri
Lankan conflict said: ‘Yes. But I would
not put it so positively. The question
does not arise since there is no request’
(frgm Sri Lanka). Therefore, the
LTTE’s confidence that the Indian
government will not intervene in their
war is plausible only insofar as there is
no unqualified and urgent request
from the Sri Lankan government for
military succour. Their confidence at
that time, I think, was derived from an
assessment of India’s internal politics
— of an increasingly weak central
government and also from their milit-
ary power which had been geared
since the beginning of Eelam War Two
to make, if the need were to arise, an
Indian military undertaking in the
north vastly expensive and ultimately
futile.

But the picture has changed after
the extradition request. Today the
LTTE’s ability to rapidly transform an
Indian military intervention into an
unmanageably embarrassing quag-
mire depends, in view of a possible Sri
Lankan request, on the degree to
which it can successfully exploit the
factors which in their view may consti-
tute a deterrent against Delhi. In this
context the question firstly is whether
Delhi would be deterred by Tamil
Nadu politics in directly helping the
Sri Lankan government fight the
LTTE?

As every student of Sri Lankan
Tami! politics knows Tamil Nadu has
played a key role in deciding some
aspects of Delhi’s policy towards Col-
ombo. The Indian Central Govern-
ment has taken steps from time to
time to secure the allegiance of the
people of that state. Tamil Nadu has a
long militant secessionist tradition.
This is something which Delhi is still
unwilling to ignore.

Hence the various measures taken
by the Indian central government,
including the creation of the state on
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the linguistic criterion, have to be seen
in this perspective - that is as pacifica-
tion measures. Therefore, while De-
thi’s assistance to the armed Tamil
groups was mainly aimed at bringing
pressure on the Sri Lankan state, it
was also meant to show the people of
Tamil Nadu that the central govern-
ment was on their side — helping their
brethren across the Palk Straits.

But while its army was fighting the
LTTE in the jungles of the northeast
India discovered that the sense of
‘Tamilness’ was stronger among con-
siderable sections of its citizens in the
state of Tamil Nadu than their sense
of ‘Indianness’.

The Tigers enjoyed the active pat-
ronage of all the Dravidian parties in
the state while they were killing Indi-
an soldiers in Sri Lanka’s northeast.
Karunanidhi who was the chief minis-
ter at that time was flagrantly on their
side. He refused to welcome the Indian
army returning from Sri Lanka, accus-
ing it of killing Tamils. Jeyalalitha
who was, staking her claim for the
ADMK at .that time said that Tha-
mileelam should be established like
Bangladesh if the Sri Lankan govern-
ment went too far.

The PMK emerged as a third force
in the Tamil Nadhu political scene
with a clear secessionist — pro-LTTE
ideology. A number of secessionist
groups that had been formed by for-
mer Naxalites began campaigning
publicly for launching a struggle to
establish a separate sovereign state of
Tamil Nadu. They even held a confer-
ence in Tanjore convened mainly by P.
Nedumaran in 1990.

Then there was the massive “Tamils’
right to self determination’ conference
and rally in Madras which was orga-
nised by the PMK.

The assassination of Rajiv Gandhi
and the subsequent discovery of
LTTE’s involvement in it gave the

Indian Central Government a good
opportunity to crack down on all this
severely. Jeyalalitha who had formed
an anti-DMK alliance with the Con-
gress turned anti-LTTE. It appeared
for a while that everything was under
control except of course the emergence
of Gopalasamy as a strong pro-LTTE
politician.

After he formed the MDMK and
contested a few by elections it
appeared that he too had been reined
in to some extent. But the LTTE was
patiently at work strengthening its
logistical base in the state and main-
taining contacts with all the Dravidian
parties at the grassroots and middle
levels mostly.

The scene has changed very much
today. Jeyalalitha is at loggerheads
with the central government, the lead-
er of the Dravida Kalaham Veeramani
and P. Nadumaran, both steadfast
friends of the LTTE leader, have won
the chief minister’s confidence and are
close to her. The leader of the MDMK,
Gopalasamy has begun to emphasise
his pro-LTTE stand again. Pictures of
him cradling a Tiger cub in his hands
have appeared in many parts of the
Tamil Nadu state. And none of the
Dravidian parties thought it necessary
to even mildly criticise Thondaman for
his veiled justification of Rajiv’s assas-
sination. The shooting down of the two
Avros has resulted in a groundswell of
support for the LTTE among those
who are aligned to the Dravidian
parties at the grass roots level. The
leaders are not unaware of this.

The strongly worded statements
against Colombo’s military action in
the north by P.M.K. and M.D.M.K.
have to be seen in this context.

The most important development in
this direction however was a resolu-
tion passed at a recent D.M.K. confer-
ence, calling on the Indian Central
Government not to militarily inter-

Continued from page 17

suing the peace option and create
conditions for mutual trust can only be
ignored by warmongers.

Some useful suggestions have been
put forward by the National Peace
Council, which should be supported by
all sensible Sri Lankans as well as
others interested in seeing lasting
peace in the island. Their proposals
listed below deserve serious considera-
tion: :

(1) Declare a four week truce during
which time a comprehensive ceasefire
agreement can be drawn up and moni-
toring teams with international parti-
cipation can be put into operation.

(2) Agree on a framework for nego-
tiations in which both sides put for-
ward basic principles concerning an

overall settlement.

(3) Ensure that there is parity of
status in the negotiating teams in
which the negotiators have political
legitimacy, credibility and the re-
quired professional competency. Some
form of international facilitation may
be advisable in this regard.

Some friendly governments, Austra-
lia and Canada in particular have
offered to provide experienced
mediators to facilitate the negotiation
process. Given the past experience of
three failed peace talks, this is an
imperative, among other prerequisites
indicated in this paper, if renewed
peace efforts are to succeed. The
suicidal game of war and peace must
end sooner than later.

vene in Sri Lanka’s ethnic conflict.

The significance of the D.M.K.’s
stand lies in the fact that the Congress
Party in Tamil Nadu is attempting to
nurture an election alliance with it
(the D.M.K)). The grievously and bad-
ly splintered Tamil Nadu Congress
Party depends on an alliance with the
D.M K. for its survival in the state.

However the crises in the Congress
Party are such that Narasimha Rao
might feel compelled to overlook the
Tamil Nadu factor in taking a clear
stand against the LTTE if an emergen-
¢y were to arise in Sri Lanka.

And that may make an Indian milit-
ary intervention on Colombo’s request
not as simple as going to Gayoom's
rescue in the Maldives in 1988. For
Prabhakaran that is enough. The ex-
tradition then would mean little to
him.

(Courtesy of Sunday Island,
11.6.95).
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- On Understanding
Self-Determination — Part |

by P. Imayavarampan

The national question has in one way
or another become a major political
issue and cause of conflict in more
than a few countries of the Third
World. The satisfactory resolution of
this question is important not only to
political stability and economic de-
velopment but also to issues of demo-
cratic and human rights in the Third
World. Sri Lankans, for certain, need
not look too far for evidence.

The nature of the national question
has changed considerably since the
days of colonial rule, although the
class nature of nationalism remains
unchanged in substance and national-
ism still preserves its two faces, one
progressive and liberating and the
other reactionary, narrow and oppres-
sive. The progressive mode of national-
ism which linked hands with the poli-
tics of egalitarianism to unite the
people under colonial oppression in
their struggle for liberation has gra-
dually given way to chauvinism and
national oppression. This transforma-
tion was not sudden, and the Third
World, especially within the non-
aligned movement, played an impor-
tant part in opposing super-power and
imperialist domination of the world.
The inability of the ruling classes in
the Third World countries to stand up
to imperialism led to the weakening of
the national leadership in most of
these countries and to the effective
collapse of the non-aligned movement
as a body to defend Third World
interests.

The failure of the leadership of most
of the Third World countries in safe-
guarding political and economic inde-
pendence was not surprising, since it
represented the native exploiting clas-
ses and did not want to transform their
social system. Some regimes were re-
formist only to the extent that reforms
helped to keep off revolution. (In sub-
sequent years, some of those reforms
were reversed by right-wing govern-
ments with the blessings of the guar-
dians of democracy and human rights
in the west). Political independence in
the colonies increased the social and
political awareness of the masses. This
meant that the poorer sections of the
population wanted a fair share of the
wealth and the working class posed a
challenge. The ruling classes found it
expedient to use contradictions among
the people to divide them, a lesson that
they learnt from the most successful

colonial masters. Race, religion, lan-
guage, caste, tribe and every conceiv-
able difference was exploited in poli-
tics, electorally and otherwise. This
was effective in deflecting the atten-
tion of the masses from the more
pressing problems, at least for a short
time, but harmed the economy, under-
mined political stability and made the
ruling classes increasingly dependent
on the imperialists for their survival.

Poverty and indebtedness have got
worse in the Third World and im-
perialism through its agencies, includ-
ing the World Bank and the IMF, is
able to dictate economic and social
policy to the poorer countries. It is able
to destabilise any government that
fails to toe the line, create conflict and
cause civil war. Overall, in many ways
the situation is worse for the people of
the Third World than it was under
colonialism. Under colonialism the
people had a clear view of the enemy.
With neo-colonialism the enemy is
invisible. The ruling elite classes are
incapable of showing the way out of
the mess, and for their own survival
are betraying the interests of their
countries and the people.

It takes a lot of courage and fore-
sight to face the reality of the national
crisis in the Third World countries and
seek just and lasting solutions. The
exploiting classes have time and again
shown their reluctance if not inability
to solve the national problem, unite
the people and lead the country out of
the political and economic mess. Gov-
ernments that represent the exploit-
ing classes have sought to benefit from
national oppression and from dividing
the people in every possible way except
those that threaten the existence of
the social system that preserves the
interests of the upper classes. Thus,
valid solutions can come only from the
forces of progress and social justice.
They recognize the need for uniting
the oppressed masses nationally and
internationally to overcome imperial-
ist domination.

It is in this context that it will be
useful to discuss the concepts of
nationhood and self-determination.
There is a tendency among some,
unfortunately including a number of
‘leftists’, to cling too strongly to defini-
tions. I do not deny the importance and
value of definitions in understanding
matters. Definitions are more valuable

in an explanatory sense than in a
restrictive sense. A definition of a
nation helps us get some idea of what a
nation could be not but always as
sufficient to legislate whether a par-
ticular group of people can constitute a
nation. The definition can help one
develop guidelines in dealing with a
political problem but when applied
rigidly and dogmatically can only have
disastrous consequences.

Nations do not wait for definitions to
validate their existence. While com-
mon factors such as race, language,
tribe and culture can bring a people
together as a nation, a nation remains,
above all, a product of history. Thus
we have nations that cut across racial,
linguistic, cultural and tribal barriers,
and we also have situations where
major common features have failed to
bring together different nations as
one.

When dealing with the question of
the right of a nation to secede, we come
across the question of feasibility and
more often that concerning the right of
a people to nationhood. The ability of a
nation to survive is a more important
issue than the award of the licence to
nationhood by some definition. Size is
important both territorially and de-
mographically, but not critical. What
is most important in the making of a
nation is the ability of the socio-
political system to unite a people and
give them a sense of belonging. Cuba
has united people black and white
more successfully than any other
country, and the mighty U.S.A., de-
spite its economic and military muscle
is more divided than ever, despite its
reputation as the great melting pot.
What united India and gave Indians
the feeling of ‘Indian nationalism’ at
one time has ceased to be, and India is
today a jumble of nations and a prison
house for some nations and nationali-
ties. The rigid approach of Nehru
towards the demands of the Sikhs for a
state of their own, using the argument
that states cannot be formed on the
basis of religious identity not only
hardened attitudes but also streng-
thened Sikh nationalism and militan-
cy. What is threatening the unity of
India are the concentration of power at
the centre, the growth of Hindi-Hindu
chauvinism and the continuing
domination of the upper castes.

Nations emerge as a consequence of
socio-political awareness and often as
a result of oppression. This is particu-
larly true of the emergence of Thamil
nationalism in Sri Lanka. The Thamil
nation in Sri Lanka is not in any way a
successor to the Jaffna Kingdom of
four centuries ago, nor is it composed
of the Thamil speaking people living in
the island. What transformed the
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awareness of a Thamil identity into
nationalism was a sequence of events
since pre-independence days. It took
more than the Citizenship Act, the
Official Language Act of 1956, the
continuous planned colonisation of the
north and the east, the notorious stan-
dardization of 1971 and anti-Thamil
violence on more than one occasion.
The vote for the TULF in 1977 was as
small an endorsement of the demand
for a separate state as was the vote for
the Federal Party in 1956 an endorse-
ment of the demand for a federal state.
It was the deception since 1977 com-
bined with the violation of the right of
the Thamil people to survive even on
the soil that constituted their tradi-
tional homeland that pushed the Tha-
mil nationality into the current strug-
gle for national liberation.

Efforts to deny the Thamil people
their identity as a nation and hence
their right to self-determination come
mainly from Sinhala chauvinists who
argue that Sri Lanka can have only
one national identity, namely Sinhala
(preferably Sinhala-Buddhist). The de-
nial of the existence of a Thamil
homeland in the north and the east of
the country is historical mischief and
negative arguments about the feasibil-
ity of the Thamil nation-state often
fringe on dishonesty. Whether a sepa-
rate Thamil state is a desirable thing
is an issue different from the feasibil-
ity of one. There are many who believe
that a united Sri Lanka is in the best
interests of the Sinhalese, Thamils and
Muslims. But this unity cannot be
imposed on the minority nationalities,
especially in the wake of the events of
the past few decades. Preservation of
the integrity of Sri Lanka as a united
country is conditional upon dispelling

the fears of the minority nationalities
about the prospects of their being
treated as equals by the majority. The
Thamil people of the north and east of
Sri Lanka have asserted their nation-
hood and to deny this is to reject
reality. A united Sri Lanrka can only be
a union of nations and a stable union
needs to be voluntary and hence in-
corporate the right to secession. Self-
determination does precisely this.

Self-determination means the right
to secede but not necessarily the act of
secession. It can be compared with the
right to divorce, which does not mean
that every marriage should be dis-
solved. Without the right to divorce,
marriage is like a prison and the
denial of that right does not guarantee
the survival of marriage in reality.
The right to part company makes the
relationship more equal and stable
than one without that right. The right
to secession makes the members of a
union of nations feel more secure and
enables them to explore the best possi-
ble way in which they could coexist
within the union as equal partners.

Strangely, some Thamil nationalists
who have little to do with the struggle
of the Thamil people against a govern-
ment that has waged war upon the
Thamils in the north and east think
that self-determination has only one
meaning, namely secession. They even
accuse the LTTE of betrayal when it is
willing to negotiate a settlement with-
in the framework of a united Sri
Lanka. This is as mischievous as the
position taken by the Sinhala chauvin-
ists.

It is the duty of the progressives
among the Sinhalese to explain the

full implications of self-determination
to the Sinhala masss so that they are
not misled by the chauvinists. The
people have the right to know that
self-determination means more than
the right to secession. It should be
explained to them that it also means,
very importantly, the right of the
nationalities concerned to seek solu-
tions to the national question within
the framework of a united Sri Lanka.
Whether the answer is a federal state,
regional autonomy or self government
of another form within a unitary state
is a matter for discussion and decision.
It may also be useful to emphasise that
the stability of the solution will be
strengthened by the maximum possi-
ble devolution of power so as to streng-
then democracy.

If the progressives fail to explain the
meaning of self-determination as a
matter of free choice by the nationali-
ties and as the only way of achieving a

» lasting, stable and just solution to the

national question, they will only be
helping to destroy the prospects of a
united Sri Lanka. This will be even
worse than the mistake of the par-
liamentary left in the years between
1956 and 1977, when these leraned
men and women kept quiet while
Sinhala nationalists in the UNP and
the SLFP chose to interpret the de-
mand for a federal state as one for a
separate state. The opportunism of the
parliamentary left benefitted the
SLFP and more significantly the UNP.
If the left has not learnt the lessons of
the seventeen years of UNP rule since
1977, they are doomed to relive the
past much sooner than they would
ever like to.

(Continued in next issue).

A Vanishing Culture
and Living in Slavery

‘It will be more correct to say that the
Tamils residing abroad live like slaves
than to say that they live in luxury’,
said Rev. Fr. 8.J. Emmanuel, Vicar-
General of the Catholic Church of
Jaffna. He added that the Tamils earn
money at the expense of their life only
to spend it to save their vanity in
making claims for a higher social
status. The interview with Rev. Fr.
Emmanuel on the condition of the
Tamils living in Europe, following his
return to Jaffna after a tour of a few
European countries is given below.

Q: You have returned recently after a
visit to some European countries.
Which countries did you visit and
why?

A: I undertook a three-month tour of
Canada, France, Switzerland, Britain
and Germany. I travelled at the invita-
tion of Mission, a Catholic religious
organization in Germany. They had
asked me to address the Christians in
Germany on the problem in our coun-
try in the German language. There
were two Indians and seven Africans
with me. Some were university profes-

sors and the others were members of
the clergy. I visited the other countries
mainly to meet our Tamil people living
there and to learn about their condi-
tions.

Q: Do the Tamil people there practice
our culture?

A: They cannot practise our culture
there in the way that they could have
done here at home. Some organiza-
tions and youth do, however, organize
various festivals. They are scattered
all over. It is not easy to live together.
Consequently, it is difficult to adhere
to our culture. In Toronto in Canada
alone many thousands of Tamils are
living. They are preserving their
Tamil culture to some degree. They
have been there for less than ten years
or so and comprise the old, the middle
aged and the youth. The young go to
schools. There special Tamil classes .

Continued on page 23
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SCHOOLS’ SENIOR CRICKET CARNIVAL
Organised jointly by
The Sri Lanka Cricket Promoters Association
and Eleanor Travel Sports Association
with 16 OBA’s participating
on Sunday 16th July 1995
At South Bank University
Sports Grounds, Tumey Road, Dulwich SE21

Enquiries:
Sponsorship for the following are available

Hot Food Restaurant To Be Negotiated

Beer Marquee To Be Negotiated
Trade Marquee £250
Public Address System £250
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Sri Lanka Girls’ Schools
(OGA's) £ 85
Banners £75
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(Patricks Bala)
Mrs. Bavani Vigneswaran 01201 887625
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0181 841 5186
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01689 872108
0181 473 6492

Mr. Natkunan
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are conducted. The parents conduct
wedding ceremonies, birthday parties
and other functions in conformity with
Tamil culture. The older people meet
in the evenings to discuss various
matters. These activities are possible
only in the summer and they with-
draw during winter. Such activities
are there to some extent in Britain and
France. But the people in Switzerland
and Germany are too scattered to be
able to be involved.

Q: In what kind of circumstances do
they live?

A: They are living like a backward
group of serfs among a variety of
communities. Language is a major
problem for them. They suffer from
the false notion that spesking in En-
glish will elevate their social status.
Therefore they are keen to teach lan-
guages other than Tamil to their chil-
dren. They think that it is below their
dignity to speak Tamil. Even when
they cannot understand the western
language, they seek to speak in those
languages to their children, because
they fear that their children may learn
Tamil. This mentality should change. I
would explicitly recommend to them
that they should speak to their chil-
dren in Tamil at least in their homes.

Q: Is there discrimination in educa-
tion?

A: I am not aware of any. I have
come across many youth receiving
education in countries like Norway,
there is emphasis on their education.
But those who go to most of the other
countries are keen to make money and
shy away from education.

Q: Can you compare them with
Tamils who live here?

A: Tamil youth here share a com-
mon social background and by fully
subscribing to it live within a good
disciplined structure. Those who live
there seem to think that freedom
means getting out of the grips of their
parents and act like the proverbial
starved bull that went straight for the
dried stick. In the absence of any
control, they take advantage of the
freedoms they have in their countries
of residence to take the path of evil.
They seem to have gone completely
alien to our social structure.

Q: Do they enjoy equality in all
fields?

A: Our people live on foreign soil as
mercenaries for work and wages. The
society there considers them neces-
sary, because, for the sake of money,
they are ready to do all the third rate
Jjobs that others will not like to do.

While some of the people of these
countries clamour for their (Tamils)

expulsion, a section openly says that
they cannot survive without them
(Tamils) since the native population is
unwilling to do the jobs that they
(Tamils) do.

Q: What type of job opportunities are
available there?

A: However well-educated a Tamil
may be, the best job available to a
Tamil appears to be that of a vehicle-
driver. They get second and third rate
menial jobs. Under no conditions are
the foreign countries willing to give
them high positions. Aliens are treated
like aliens. For the sake of money our
people use their physical labour to do
jobs that could be done by machinery.
As a result, they become susceptible to
illnesses and a shortened life span.

Q: What are their employment pros-
pects?

A: Some Western countries have got
together and decided to have a single
passport etc. in common and to adv-
ance economically.

As a result, they give priority and
make concessions to their own nation-
als without work. The adoption of such
policies diminishes employment oppor-
tunities for those who go from the
Third World. It is as a result of this
that they are forced to accept more
difficult jobs, whether they like it or
not.

Q: Have those who live abroad
achieved their goals for going there?

A: To make money has been their
basic aim. While they earn as much as
they expected, they save little. By
conforming to the standard of living of
the people of the country where they
live, they forget their own standards
and the purpose for which they went
abroad, and seek to lead a life of pomp.
Although they have cars, television
sets and other commaodities, they live
in debt. They have to work day and
night to save meagre sums. They
invest their savings in chit bonds
(cheeta) to accumulate the small sums
of money they send home. Parents
here who do not understand this ex-
pect larger sums from their children.
The money is often accumulated by
saving the refugee allowances and
maternity benefits. Some lose large
sums of money in gambling horses and
other indiscretions. There are only a
few who earn without being trapped in
this fashion. The fact that money is
thus saved at the expense of their lives
is hardly appreciated by people here.

Q: What is the current attitude of
those living abroad?

A: Many are tired of this mechanical
existence. they would like to return if
the situation in the country changes
for the better. It will be no good if they
come empty-handed. They need to

come with some capital to invest for
their future. Only then can they do
some small jobs and earn a living. I
have explained this well to them and
they realize it. Some have embraced
the western way of life and hate to
return.

I emphasised to those who expressed
a desire to return and wanted to know
the situation here that they need to be
in the frame of mind that is willing to
accept the new leadership and to be
controlled by it. '

Q: Why do our young Tamil men in
the west not like the young Tamil
women who live there?

A: Tamil women who have lived
there for long have absorbed western
culture and take advantage of the laws
of the country. As a result a large
number of women divorce their hus-
bands. Because of this, it seems that,
they think that by selecting a bride
from here they can keep her entirely
under their control.

Q: What will you like to say in
conclusion to Tamils living in the
west?

A: I told them: You who have gone
to the west from our country should
link eastern culture with western cul-
ture and eliminate all aspects that are
in conflict with our culture while
absorbing all the good aspects. Do not
accept everything that is western.
When you went abroad, starting with
Thaandikkulam, you have continued
to live there by tarnishing our strug-
gles by spreading falsehoods. At least
in the future, you should make
amends for this by clarifying the pur-
pose of our struggle and wipe off the
blemishes caused by you. You should
also make your contribution to our
struggle.

Q: What is your message to the
young men and women who want to

leave our soil and go west?

A: Grass on the other side is green-
er. The Tamils who live there have lost
all their joys. While we here are
strugglng to live as free men, our
people go there and live like serfs as in.-
the days of the old colonial rule and
serve the whites like slaves. Of those
who went, only a few have attained
their goals. If you have the resources,
do tour the west. That will be welcome.
It is stupid to want to reside there.

(Courtesy: Kalaththil, (Tamil week-

ly published by the LTTE in London,

24.2.1995).
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Charar-e-Sharief Burns, Congress

Splits and Rao in Crisis
T.N. Gopalan

Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao is
not exactly fiddling. But his sheer
unflappability in the face of serious
crises overtaking the nation as also his
own party is both amazing and un-
nerving.

In a fit of pique, Chief Minister
Jayalalitha had compared him, nearly
three years ago, to a buffalo — she
actually used a Tamil proverb mean-
ing like a buffalo walking on noncha-
lantly amid a rain of oil. That was in
the course of a private conversation
with a select group of journalists in
New Delhi.

Those who were put off by those
remarks, evidently in bad taste, are
now beginning to wonder whether
using even stronger language to de-
scribe Rao would -after all be very
right.

A shrine dedicated to the memory of
a famous Sufi saint, Nooruddin Noora-
ni, second most sacred monument for
the Kashmiris after the Hazratbal,
has been reduced to ashes in a cross-
fire between the security forces and
the militants and therewith the
dreams of the Rao regime about res-
toring normalcy at an early date in the
strife-torn valley. )

In another development, the Con-
gress has split yet again, with Mr.
Arjun Singh and his supporters walk-
ing out and claiming that their outfit is
the ‘real’ Congress.

But the Rao government is going
about as if nothing much has hap-
pened raising serious questions on its
very bona fides. Will the country’s
interests be safe in Rao’s hands? How
long could Kashmir be retained as part
of the Indian Union? How long the
country itself is going to remain in one
piece? Such are the questions agitat-
ing the minds of the observers here.

The Hazratbal shrine, which is be-
lieved to house a strand from the beard
of Prophet Mohammed, was patro-
nised by Sheikh Abdullah, the then
Chief Minister of Kashmir, and so it
became politically significant too. Af-
ter the dismissal of his government in
1953, his rival, Bakshi Ghulam
Mohammed, turned to the Charar-e-
Sharief, near the Line of Control
(LOC), for inspiration and made it his
political base.

Situated in the Badgam district,

hardly 45 km from Sri Nagar, the
Charar shrine attracted devotees from
both the Hindu and Muslim faiths.
The shrine was an outstanding monu-
ment to the best secular traditions of
Sufism, an almost syncretic world-
view, but essentially deriving from
Islam — and a monument also to the
glorious traditions of the Kashmiriyat.
The Kashmiri struggle for liberation
had remained secular till recently.

Back in 1990, the Jammu and Kash-
mir Liberation Front, perceived as an
essentially secular force, had given the
call for azadi (freedom) at Charar and
one of the biggest gatherings in the
history of Kashmir had been witnes-
sed then.

Though the town’s significance
faded out since then, it also became
the haunt of militants from across the
border — they used to slip in and slip
out periodically, but they refrained
from launching any operation from
inside the shrine or the town.

Since the army authorities were
successful in flushing out the militants
from Hazratbal last year without
shedding a drop of blood, apparently
they hoped to do an en core in the case
of Charar too and so laid a siege to the
shrine.

The fact remains that in the case of
Hazratbal most of the militants who
surrendered were released subse-
quently, but the army was able to
expose the misuse of religious places
by the militants and express its deter-
mination to put an end to such unde-
sirable practices even while generat-
ing some goodwill among the Kashmir
masses by its tactful handling of the
issue. But all that has gone up in
flames now.

As early as December last the mili-
tants had entered the town and
started using the shrine for their con-
fabulations. But only by March this
year, the army swung into action,
throwing a massive dragnet around
Charar. The army perhaps hoped to
tire out the 75-odd militants holed up
in the shrine. But then there was a
significant difference between the
those involved in the Hazratbal siege
and the Charar variety.

While it was essentially the JKLF
militants who had taken refuge in
Hazratbal, it was some hard-boiled

characters dancing to the tune of their
masters in Pakistan who figured in the
Charar episode. The latter were neces-
sarily much more fanatical and fun-
damentalist than the other group.

The more or less secular JKLF
would not have liked to hurt people’s
feelings by damaging the shrine,
whatever its position in the radical
Wahabi traditions.

Offering prayers at tombs is
anathematic to the Wahabis, and the
Charar group, belonging as it did to
that militant Islamic tradition, would
have no great respect for the shrine
itself, and worse, they might even
have been planning to get rid of the
‘ugly sight’ once and for all.

And so even as the army was flaunt-
ing its siege operations and warning
the militants to surrender straight-
away, offering them safe passage back
to Pakistan and so on, they were busy
fortifying their positions by building
bugkers and mining the area with
improvised explosive devices and
booby-traps rigged with LPC cylin-
ders.

Further since these persons were
put up in a bustling town, the army
could not succeed in starving them out
as it was able to in the case of
Hazratbal. Meantime the Charar resi-
dents moved out in large numbers,
leaving behind an almost empty town.

Finally on May 11, the shrine was
all aflame and the fire spread to the
near by houses. The fire-tenders could
not approach the burning area for
several hours because of sniper fire.

In the ensuing melee, many of the
militants including Mast Gul, alleged-
ly from Afghanistan, were able to
make good their escape.

While circumstantial evidence
seems to point to the hand of the
militants behind the Charar fire, it is
just not conceivable that the army
would have dared do such a thing, the
people at large seem to believe or at
least say so for the record that the
shrine should have been destroyed in
the cross-fire and blame the Indian
government squarely for the tragedy.

Correspondents who toured the val-
ley after the incident almost unani-
mously say that by its inept handling
the army has now totally alienated the
Kashmiris and prospects for restora-
tion of normalcy are bleak.

Immediately after the burning down
of the shrine, Mr. Rao admitted in a
press interview that the incident was
indeed a serious set-back, but main-
tained that the insurgency in the
valley had ‘died down’, but that only
‘terrorism lingered on’.

He also vowed to go ahead with the
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elections. Observers were aghast.
Given the surcharged atmosphere in
Kashmir, there were protest marches
and arson in many places for several
days, there was no way free and fair
elections could be held, it was felt. But
Rao perhaps hoped to bluster his way
through with vague talk of autonomy,
little realising the Kashmiris were
more alienated from the Indian main-
stream than ever in the past.

However wisdom seemed to have
dawned upon the government at last —
Election Commissioner T.N. Seshan
offering himself as a convenient front
for the beleaguered government and
saying that elections could not be held
in the present troubled atmosphere in
Kashmir.

Many impartial observers are find-
ing fault with the administration of
Gen. K.V. Krishna Rao, and want him
removed as Governor of Kashmir and
dialogue initiated with the All Party
Hurriyat Conference to start with. But
Rao is in no hurry to do any of those
things, especially when elections are
only less than a year away and the
communal BJP would be a major rival
of the Congress.

And the Congress itself is now riven
with serious dissensions.

Former Union Resources Minister
and a strongman from Madhya
Pradesh, Mr. N.D. Tiwari, a leader
from the UP besides the irrepressible
Vazhapadi K. Ramamurthy from
Tamil Nadu and their associates
walked out of the Cong-I, held their
own convention at New Delhi, deposed
Rao as the President — whose term had
any way expired, they maintained —
elected Tiwari as the new President
and Arjun Singh as the Working Pres-
ident.

It is not clear on what issue they fell
out with Rao except that they talk big
about secularism and the need for a
human face to the economic reforms.
They of course do talk of the need for
integrity in public life — but nobody
takes these rebels on that count
seriously — one they themselves have
so many skeletons tucked up inside
their own respective cupboards and
two they would not breathe a word on
the scandals which afflicted the Rajiv
regime.

In fact they are trying to spread the
impression that Rao is deliberately
going slow on the extradition of
Prabhakaran and on otherwise unear-
thing the conspiracy behind the assas-
sination, evidently in a bid to win over
the Rajiv-loyalists.

To be even more specific, the dissi-
dents have been trying hard to woo
Mrs. Sonia Gandhi who has thus far
shied away from taking any side in the

intra-party tussle. She reportedly
made a half-hearted attempt to avoid
the split, phoning up Rao on the eve of
the rebel convention, but in vain. She
seems to be cut up with Rao as a
result, but there are no signs as yet of
her taking to active politics.

Whether her doing so now would
yield any dividends for her is also a
moot point. For the BJP and other
opposition parties could go to town on

the revival of the dynastic rule.

Whatever it is an already weakened
Congress should stand to suffer even
more consequent on the split. But
surprisingly, in the latest round of
Assemby elections the party could win
ten out of 24 seats, though in its
traditional pockets.

Only time can say whether the
Cong-1 can lumber on like this for long.

.~ TAMIL NADU NEWSLETTER

Sasikala Factor Looms Large

by T.N. Gopalan, Madras

She was running a humble video-joint
ten years ago and her husband was a
lowly official in the Information and
Public Relations Department of the
State Government.

But today the couple and their clan
have struck it rich to mind-boggling
levels. At this rate they could put to
shame the legendary king Croesus
some day, note sardonically their cri-
tics.

Politically too they have come to
acquire an amazing clout, quite dis-
proportionate to their standing as,
nominally at least, non-political, very
private persons.

But Chief Minister Jayalalitha’s
confidante Ms. Sasikala and her hus-
band Mr. Natarajan are casting long
shadows on the political scene, but
essentially remain very ethereal fi-
gures — one could sense their awesome
presence anywhere and everywhere,
but it would be pretty difficult to come
to grips with what they are up to or the
real nature of their relationship with
Jayalalitha.

While allegedly Natarajan has been
exiled from the Poes Garden residence
of Jayalalitha, Sasikala herself is firm-
ly ensconced as a trusted confidante of
the mercurial Chief Minister who flies
into an apoplectic rage if anyone dares
cast any aspersion on Sasikala’s omis-
sions and commissions.

And so when there were persistent
reports to the effect that Sasikala was
being interrogated by the Enforce-
ment Directorate in connection with a
havala (money-laundering) racket,
Jayalalitha could not contain herself —
she came out with a statement, blister-
ing hot, almost shaking with righteous
indignation, hitting out at those who
were spreading false propaganda ab-
out her confidante Sasikala, who was
like a sister to her, (Udan piravaa
sahodhari, to quote Jayalalitha) and

strongly denying that her confidante
had been interrogated.

And even as the people were re-
=<overing from the fusillade, trying to
figure out as to why a Chief Minister
should go out of her way to exonerate a
person who was no more than an aide
to her, came the news that Sasikala’s
men had bludgeoned a freedom-
fighter’s family into selling her a piece
of prime real estate at much below the
market price.

As it happened that Mahatma Gan-
dhi had once stayed in the bungalow
situated on the land in question, the
Congress-men took to the streets, pro-
testing the demolition of the bunga-
low, terming it an outrage.

Though nothing much came of it all,
the fact remains with the media,
almost totally disenchanted with
Jayalalitha, relentlessly carrying
story after story on Sasikala’s greed
and terror tactics, the CM’s image took
a lot of battering.

The the Enforcement Directorate
officially denied that they had interro-
gated Sasikala, reliable sources in the
Directorate asserted that she had been
named a suspect in a multi-crore hava-
la racket and that the matter was
being inquired into.

A Muslim businessman from Ram-
nad district in southern Tamil Nadu,
allegedly the king-pin in the racket —
essentially transferring <.llars and
other foreign currencies to parties
here and vice versa in violation of the
relevant foreign exchange regulations
— is absconding. But one of his accom-
plices, a prominent jeweller of the city
and hailing from Colombo has already
been nabbed and he is supposed to
have spilled the beans, getting Sasika-
la into trouble.

But she seems to be carrying on her
Continued on page 26
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business as usual, her name nowadays
linked with all kinds of real estate
deals — the Sasikala clan is believed to
be virtually gobbling up the State in a
frenetic spree.

Poor Natarajan who had initially
taken Jayalalitha under his wings
when she was a political rookie has
been thrown out of the Poes Garden
and frustrated in his ambitions to
become the Shadow Chief Minister of
the state.

Sasikala herself is spending most of
her time in the CM’s bungalow and is
almost the latter’s inseparable com-
panion except when she goes to the
Assembly. Though Sasikala and her
husband are virtually living apart
from each other, they are not divorced,
but said to be taking care of each
other’s interests.

It was Rajiv Gandhi who reportedly
had warned Jayalalitha against
Natarajan’s machinations — during
the split in the AIADMK after MGR’s
death, it was Natarajan who was
lording the show in the Jayalalitha
faction, distributing tickets during the
1989 election, carrying on political
negotiation on her behalf, and so on,
but was unceremoniously dumped af-
ter Rajiv’s warning.

Sasikala has evidently been more
careful and managed to flourish. Some
of Jayalalitha’s critics even seek to
paint in lurid colours the relationship
between the two, but nothing is known
for sure.

Swamy Fracas

It was Dr. Subramaniam Swamy
who inspired the rumours on the inter-
rogation of Sasikala — incidentally the
Madras press virtually eats off the
hands of Dr. Swamy who is always
generous with unverified, even un-
verifiable information; inevitably so
under a regime so opaque.

And so the State Government is
gunning for him like never before.
Already the mighty lady is furious
with him for seeking to prosecute her
on corruption charges.

First the State Government sought
to arrest him under the Protection of
Civil Rights Act for describing LTTE
leader Prabhakaran as an internation-
al pariah — to call someone an un-
touchable is a crime, but only when
the person hails himself from a sche-
duled caste, the government tried
nevertheless.

But with the Supreme Court ruling
that even if Swamy was arrested, he
should be released forthwith on his
own bond and general derision the
exercise evoked, Jayalalitha chose to
give it a quiet burial.

But within days thereafter, her
counsellors came up with a gem and
now it is Dr. Swamy who seems to be
on the run.

Ravi, an accused in a bomb blast
case of last year, and wanted under
the TADA, surrendered before the
Designated Court and made an asto-
nishing ‘confession’ — he claimed Swa-
mi had harboured him when he was
absconding and the former had insti-
gated him to stage a fake assassina-
tion attempt against Swamy himself
and later throw the blame on Jayala-
litha!

Now reports are that Swamy him-
self could be arraigned under the
TADA, even though the Act itself had
lapsed — any fresh case arising from an
already existing one under the TADA

could be prosecuted under the same
Act not withstanding its expiry seems
to be the reading.

Swamy seems to be really scared
and has been keeping away from the
State for- over a month now. Even a
photograph produced before the court
showing Swamy and Ravi together has
been seen to be a fake, but Swamy
would like to be doubly sure that no
harm comes to him before continuing
with his anti-Jaya crusade in Tamil
Nadu.

Interestingly the Dravidar Kazaha-
gam — to which Ravi supposedly be-
longed, but expelled before the explo-
sion — is taking an active interest in
the case. Its secretary K. Veeramani is

demanding the arrest of Swamy under
the TADA.

Major Offensive in Jaffna
Problems and Prospects

- by D.P. Sivaram, Colombo -

The government is preparing for a
major offensive into LTTE controlled
territory on the peninsula. Sections of
the military brass who did not posi-
tively respond to the government’s
proposal to launch the proposed
assault to capture vital parts of Jaffna
including, according to some informed
sources, the town and its environs,
were promptly transferred out of the
key positions held by them. The most
important among them is Maj. Gen.
A.M.U. Seniveratne who was
appointed Overall Operations Com-
mander early this year. The matter
was widely reported in the local press.
The disaffection caused by the sudden
change in the army’s field command
structure among many senior officers
and their men in the battle front was
evident in some of the write ups. This
was so because there is a general
consensus among many in the South
who take a keen interest in the affairs
of the armed forces that Maj. Gen.
AM.U. Seniveratne is an efficient
soldier who had proved his worth in
Eelam War Two.

Since the commencement of Eelam
War Three the army brass had been
working on a long term strategy aimed
at consolidating the eastern province
first, thereby confining the LTTE to
the north where it would, according to
them, stagnate and, with systemati-
cally applied military pressure, de-
teriorate in due course.

The government, however, had
drawn up a basic plan to deal with the
LTTE militarily which little reflected
the principles of the strategy adopted

by the army commanders.

The Deputy Minister for Defence
appears to have had this plan in mind
when he told Parliament early last
month that his government had a
‘secret plan’ to crush the LTTE.

But when the Deputy Minister for
Defence put the matter before the
army’s top field commanders in the
north he was told that it was not
possible to implement it within the
timeframe suggested by the minister
and due to the ground realities in the
northern theatre of operations. The
Minister was not pleased with the
reasons outlined by the Overall Opera-
tions Commander Maj. Gen. A M.U.
Seniveratne as to why the armed
forces were not in a position to capture
Jaffna or at least parts thereof. Maj.
Gen. AM.U’s views were supported
by Maj. Gen. Gemunu Kulatunge who
was Commander of the Army’s Task
Force 2 in the north.

Both of them were removed from
their posts the next day.

Though this was generally reported
in the press, there was no mention of
the Jaffna plan or the exact reasons
outlined by the 0.0.C. and the G.O0.C.
Task Force 2 in any of the news stories
and weekend situation reports. The
Ravaya (a Sinhala weekly) however,
carried a lead story later (2.6.95) that
the government was about to launch a
major operation into LTTE held areas
of the peninsula and that the sudden
change in the command structure was

Continued on page 28
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REVIEW

Kachchativu and the Problems
of Indian Fishermen in the
Palk Bay Region

By V. Suryanarayan
Published by T.R. Publications,
Madras 600 017, 1994,
Price Rs. 100, Pages: 74

Review by
Prof. Bertram Bastiampillai,
Dept. of History & Political Science,
University of Colombo.

This attractively got up little book,
well published, and furnished with
valuable information tables and other
useful data, inclusive of references
that will be of help to students and
interested readers, is really in the
nature of an extended critical essay.’
The main text runs through only 42
pages.

Prof. Suryanarayan examines the
problems of Indian fishermen in the
Palk Bay arising from their activities
in the waters around Kachchativuin a
dispassionate manner. He indicates
the importance of fishing in the eco-
nomy of the Indian people inhabiting
the areas close to Kachchativu, and
the sea around. To these fishermen,
prawns which fetch so much money
have ‘a magnetic pull’ that they pay no
heed to international boundaries.
Likewise, in the quest for their quarry
fishermen of several countries poach
in areas that they should not drift into
as the Sri Lankan fishermen enter the
Arabian sea and the Maldivian seas in
search of tuna.

However, there is at present tension
arising out of ‘a conflict of interests’.
As the author points out in the in-
terests of ‘good neighbourly relations’,
New Delhi and Colombo have ‘con-
cluded the maritime agreements of
1974 and 1976, which ceded Kachcha-
tivu to Sri Lanka’. Yet, notwithstand-
ing these agreements, Indian fisher-
men ‘... will not easily give up a
means of livelihood they have enjoyed
for several centuries’. This tenacity
becomes understandable when one
notes that there is a fair number
dependent on fishing for their liveli-
hood in Tamil Nadu. Almost one fifth
of the total fishermen population of
India are there. Their contribution
accounts for 19 per cent of the total
marine production of the whole
country.

Problems have arisen from these
fishermen who enter into waters that
have led to ‘incidents of harassment
and intimidation by the Sri Lankan

Navy . ... As Suryanarayan fears if
this situation is permitted to grow
further, Kachchativu which is the
bone of contention in the context ‘is
likely to become a source of tension not
only between India and Sri Lanka, but
also between Madras and New Delhi’.
The Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu has
no choice but to espouse the cause of a
constituency that is vital to her politi-
cally. No wonder then that she dis-
approves of ‘the gifting away.... of
Kachchativu to Sri Lanka’. J. Jayala-
litha exploited the chance when on the
15th of August, 1991, while hoisting
the national flag she raised the emo-
tionally popular call in Tamil Nadu ‘to
take a pledge to retrieve the island
.. .. Leaders of the other parties too in
the state also have competed with her
in demonstrating that they were un-
happy that the Centre in India had left
Kachchativu to Sri Lanka.

But Professor Shelton Kodikara in
his own careful analysis and incisive
discussion had argued Sri Lanka’s
claims to Kachchativu, sometime back
in convincing fashion. According to
Suryanarayan, however, while now no
doubt Kachchativu belongs to Sri
Lanka, historically it had belonged to
India. In proof of his point of view he
cites evidence in pages 9-11, and even
further on in his study. Nevertheless,
as a judicious scholar he quotes the
bases on which the claims of both
countries lie to this ‘sheer rock with no
strategic significance’.

In section VII of the book, Suryanar-
ayan examines the differences in
perception on the Kachchativu issue
between Madras and New Delhi. To
New Delhi, the accent was on ‘evolving
a policy of friendship and mutual co-
operation with her neighbours.’ This is
reinforced by Mrs. Bandaranaike’s
view which is presented on page 22.
Referring to Indira Gandhi, Mrs. Ban-
daranaike stated that ‘She always
displayed . . . . great statesmanship in
resolving whatever problems... we
had with India’.

Both the 1974 and 1976 agreements
are reasonably discussed from pages
23 to 30. From the beginning, differ-
ences of interpretation and under-
standing between India and Sri Lanka
prevailed. In 1974, the agreement did
neither create nor confer new rights on
fishermen and pilgrims, and Colombo
gave an undertaking that fishermen
and pilgrims need not take any travel
documents to visit Kachchativu. But
the problem is whether access to the
island also gave to Indian fishermen
any fishing rights.

In more recent times, the ‘fall out’ of
the ethnic conflict has compounded the
already existing differences between
the Tamil Nadu fishermen and the Sri

Lankan Security authorities over the
use, especially of the waters off Kach-
chativu. As a result of sharper vigi-
lance both by India and Sri Lanka over
the Palk Bay region because of its use
by the militants for illicit purposes,
Indian fishermen had fallen victim to
the Sri Lankan navy’s anti-militant
measures. The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment documents that attacks by the
Sri Lankan navy increased between
1983 and 1991.

Consequently, the political fall out
has been the spate of complaints from
Madras to New Delhi clamouring for
‘immediate action to protect the in-
terests of Tamil Nadu fishermen’. In
addition, Chief Minister Jayalalitha
did not spare Colombo in her recri-
minations. Sensitive to those incidents
affecting the Tamil Nadu fishermen,
the Indian government reacted by
entering into discussions with Sri
Lanka. For instance, when Colombo
endeavoured to prohibit the use of
boats by resorting to an enactment of
an Emergency Regulation in 1993, the
Indian High Commission protested,
and Sri Lanka amended the regula-
tions. Nevertheless, when official talks
took place in 1994, they could not
arrive at an agreement to deal with
the problem of Kachchativu, the Indi-
an fishermen and the Sri Lankan
navy. Sri Lanka has also argued that
the LTTE in an endeavour to create a
rift between India and Sri Lanka had
fired on Indian fishermen. This compli-
cated the question even more.

The writer’s final section entitled
‘Towards a solution’ is rather interest-
ing indeed. He accepts that it is now
not possible to revive the question of
the right to the ownership of Kachcha-
tivu which the Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu is still urging on the Centre.
Instead, Suryanarayan suggests that
India could negotiate with Sri Lanka
to obtain Kachchativu and its adjacent
seas on ‘lease in perpetuity’, which will
allow the Tamil Nadu fishermen to
continue their activities as they had
been doing for long. He cites as a
precedent that India had leased for use
by Bangladeshis in perpetutiy Tin
Bigha in May 1974 while retaining
sovereignty over it. Apparently, Tho-
mas Abraham, a former Indian High
Commissioner in Sri Lanka too seems
to favour such an arrangement.

Thomas Abraham regards that In-
dia being magnanimous on Kachchati-
vu and hoping that she could buy
thereby Sri Lankan friendship as
naive. He adds that Sri Lanka relates
to India on the basis of ‘a whole series
of historical fears that are complex’.
Moreover, he conjectures that Col-

Continued on page 28
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ombo might not even have appreciated
that ‘Delhi deviated from the median
line in order to see that Kachchativu
fell outside the Indian side’. Abrahams
comments that Sri Lanka is ‘very firm
that Kachchativu was their territory’.

Therefore Suryanarayan concludes
that arranging for a lease in perpetui-
ty of Kachchativu and the water lap-
ped by it for use of Indian fishermen is
a practical and fair solution. India in
turn could reciprocate with certain
concessions to Sri Lanka in regard to
the outer edge of the continental mar-
gin in the South of the Bay of Bengal

which is yet to be finalised. And he is
of the view that Tamil Nadu should
think along similar lines, and get
Delhi to shed its complacency and open
a dialogue with Colombo. The author
believes that after the recent crack
down on the LTTE, the goodwill of*
Tamil Nadu should now not be suspect
in Colombo. In fact, at the launching of
Suryanarayan’s book in Madras, Tho-
mas Abraham with his abiding in-
terest in Indian-Sri Lankan affairs
had apparently suggested that Tamil
Nadu should have a Department of Sri
Lankan affairs, so that it could make
benign inputs into India’s Sri Lankan
policy.

Suryanarayan writes lucidly and
grounds his views on evidence derived

from agreements and discussions be-
tween India and Sri Lanka, and other
relevant vital data. The style in which
the study is written shows the author’s
flair not only to be serious and analy-
tical but also even to be poetic as the
first section vividly illustrates. Though
brief, it is a masterly and investigative
survey of a problem which has en-
gaged much attention in Indian, espe-
cially in Tamil Nadu politics, and
should not suffer from neglect or indif-
ference.

This is a useful study not only for
those concerned with India-Sri Lanka
relations such as Shelton Kodikara
and Mervyn de Silva. It is equally
important reading for foreign policy
makers and advisers.

Continued from page 26

made by the government with a view
to facilitate the plan.

The Ravaya story also failed to give
the point of view of the commanders
who had not responded positively to
the government’s suggestions of tak-
ing the peninsula or parts of it. The
President has already indicated to the
P.A’s parliamentary group about the
impending operation into Jaffna.

It appears that very little attention
has been paid by the government to
the concerns expressed by the field
commanders in its current prepara-
tions to go ahead with the Jaffna
operation. The P.A. government needs
a major and successful assault into
Jaffna to placate the Sinhala Buddhist
lobby in the south which has become
quite vociferous since Eelam War
Three was declared by the LTTE on 19
April. The killing of the Dimbulagala
Thero and the manner in which the
UNP set about to promote and to
exploit what seemed to be a general
wave of sympathy and sorrow among
Sinhala Buddhists has increased the
pressures on the P.A. government to
show the south that they are acting
quite tough on the Tigers, and the best
way to do it, in their view, is to thrust
successfully into Jaffna. The following
are some of the problems currently
faced by the army in battling its way
towards Jaffna.

a) During the latter phase of Eelam
War Two the army had begun paying
great attention to its Counter In-
surgency program in the eastern pro-
vince. This required the army to raise
a large number of special troops which
were trained in jungle warfare and
other types of special operations in the
hinterland zones of the east. The army
came to soon believe that the counter
insurgency program in the east was
becoming a great success. Hence to
consolidate the gains and to hit what
the army believed to be pockets of

Tiger resistance which had survived in
the east, almost all the special forces
under the Independent Brigade were
trained in counter insurgency ops in
the eastern terrain which mostly com-
prises jungle, shrub and marshland
interspersed with impoverished ham-
lets.

Now, if the army has to move into
the peninsula, it will have to do most of
its fighting in built up areas which
requires special troops that can en-
gage in close combat in such environ-
ment. Most of the main sectors of the
peninsula are not only full of buildings
but are crisscrossed with a maze of
lanes and by lanes which can further
compound the problem of fighting in a
built up area at close quarters. This
requires, in the view of the field com-
manders, a lot of special troops trained
in urban warfare which can take the
brunt of the fighting when thrusting
into Tiger territory in the peninsula.
This means that a substantial portion
of the army’s special forces have to be
retrained in urban warfare — particu-
larly of the type they have to wage in
the built up areas of the peninsula.
The retraining takes time and some
experience. Furthermore, the special
forces may have some difficulty in
reallocating many men to prepare for
the battles in Jaffna because they are
under a lot of pressure in the east now
and they have been losing more men
in their ranks due to regular con-
frontations in the eastern hinterland
than the number they have been able
to recruit in the latter please of Eelam
War Two. The need for special troops
trained in urban warfare is quite
pressing at present because the vast
majority of the soldiers in the north
have not been deployed in any major
offensive into the peninsula for a long
time, they have been tied down to over
extended holding operations since the
defeat of Operation Yal Devi in 1993.
That was the last attempt made by the

Sri Lankan armed forces during the
UNP regime to thrust out of a military
base in the peninsula to secure a
specific target in a Tiger controlled
sector of the peninsula.

In these circumstances it is felt that
these troops, attuned for more than
one and a half years to be on the
defensive, could become cannon fodder
for the LTTE if thrust into the built up
areas of Jaffna without well trained
special forces securing beachheads and
fighting ahead. Nevertheless, it
appears that the government is keen
to pull out a large number of regular
soldiers from the eastern province for
the Jaffna offensive. Although many
local commanders who had been in the
forefront of securing the east during
Eelam War Two are not happy with
the idea particularly at this juncture
when the LTTE is giving the armed
forces a bad time in that region, the
government seems to be working on
the assumption that the temporary set
back in the hinterland zones of the
east can quickly be rectified once the
LTTE'’s power is crushed substantially
in the peninsula; these zones being
easy to penetrate and their sources of
supply easy to interdict.

b) Casualty evacuation is the second
major problem faced by the army at
present in undertaking an offensive
into the peninsula. None of the bases
in the north have adequate faciities to
deal with serious injuries sustained by
soldiers in battle.

But the LTTE’s anti-aircraft poten-
tial has made casualty evacuation by
air quite a dangerous and precarious
task.

The problem before the commanders
at the front then is this: if the LTTE
were to deploy anti-aircraft units at
every decisive point where there is
heavy fighting, especially in built up
areas, how can casualties be evacuated
without jeopardising the limited num-
ber of helicopters in the Air Force?
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READERS FORUM

RELIGIOUS
CONVERSIONS

NOW we are told that all those offen-
sive and ill-founded statements by
Hoole in his article in the Tamil Times
of December 1994 and the numerous
footnotes that accompanied it were
merely to make the Thamils think.
(See footnote 1 of the response of Hoole
in Tamil Times, May 1995). It is very
kind of Ratnajeevan H. Hoole to con-
cede that the Thamils have the capa-
bility to think, but unfortunately
many people appear to see his motives
to be other than to make anybody
think. It may be because they don’t
think, at least, in the way Hoole
thinks. What is equaly interesting is
that the question of conversion to
Christianity is seen by him as the only
serious objection raised by those who
responded to his article (footnotes).
The only reason why people referred to
that matter was because he was im-
puting certain motives to the conver-
sion of C.W. Thaamotharampillai in
his earlier article.

He has chosen to ignore the more
important objections raised in the re-
sponses, and ‘Thamils who can think’
can draw their own conclusions.

Turning to the question of conver-
sion, Hoole has been rather selective in
his choice of historical material. His
statistics about the Thamil population
that converted to Christianity imply
that not only the Saiva Vellala of
Yaalpaanam became Christian but
also the oppressed castes who changed
to the ‘official religion’. If they re-
verted back to Saivaism when they
had the chance, several centuries la-
ter, that reveals something about the
statistics and the nature of the conver-
sion. The Portuguese could only force
the majority to pretend to be Catholics
but not really convert them. The point
made by him about the possibility that
the ‘true Hindus’ probably moved onto
Vanni is idle speculation which will
certainly warm the cockles of Sinhala
Buddhist Chauvinists who are all out
to deny a traditional Thamil homeland
outside the peninsula.

The Portuguese did not win converts
to Catholicism on the east coast except
in urban Thirukkonamalai and
Mathakkalappu, and both towns still
have a dark-skinned burgher com-
munity that has proudly preserved its
ethnic identity as a significant part of
the urban society. Conversions hap-
pened on a larger scale on the west
coast. The Sinhalese, in contrast to the
claims made by Hoole. also pretended
to have changed their faith. The adop-

tion of surnames such as Perera, de
Silva, Peiris and even Fernando,
which is really a Portuguese forename
by the Sinhalese on the west coast was
as much for survival as was ‘conver-
sion’ in the north. The Portuguese did
not have much access to the island
regions which were under the control
of the Kandian Kingdom to different
degrees. Conversions were more com-
mon among certain caste groups than
others for this reason.

Hoole is correct in recognizing that
mass conversions all over the world
have generally involved a strong ele-
ment of force. Voluntary conversions
on a mass scale have nevertheless
occurred in recent times as a political
gesture. What is interesting is that,
wherever religion has sought refuge in
political power, it has ended up as a
tool that propped up the oppressors.
Even religions like Jainism and
Buddhism, which are by far the most

humanitarian major religions of the -

world, could not escape participation
in the oppression of the upholders of
other faiths. The Saiva-Jain conflict in
the Thamil South of India has been
analysed objectively by people such as
N. Vaanamaamalai and K. Kailaasa-
pathi, who interpreted the events of
the time in terms of class conflicts.

Conversion to Christianity under
the British happened in circumstances
different from those under the Portu-
guese. Protestant Christianity, the
child of capitalism, had by then started
to dominate Europe and capitalism
itself had taken its initial steps to-
wards monopoly capitalism. The Brit-
ish interestingly, opened the north to
American missionaries, whose activi-
ties were carefully restricted in the
south. The politics of conversion had
changed and so had its methods. In-
ducements other than fear of life were
used and paid dividends. Many people
living today have had first-hand evi-
dence if not experience of how conver-
sions took place. The ‘take-over’ of
schools (which was more an opt-out
than a full-scale take-over) in 1960
was a Sinhala-Buddhist nationalist
response to the events of the past.
What is particularly interesting is
that, while the Muslims and Catholic
converts among Thamils chose names
of religious significance when they
changed their religion, the protestants
went for foreign surnames with little
religious significance. (I don’t thinks
that I need to give examples). Whatev-
er the motives were of these people,
they were as much victims of their
circumstances as others who acted
differently.

The fact that the Federal Party was

“led to electoral success under the lead-

ership of the Christian S.J.V. Chelva-

nayakam and the fact that a far more
capable and popular leader like C.
Vanniasingam willingly took second
place showed that religion was not the
main issue as far as the elite of the
Thamil Saivites and Christians of
Yaalpaanam was concerned. Caste
has, however, been of importance,
even to Christians, who had nominally
neglected everything that went with
Hinduism. It was only in 1977, nearly -
three decades after the founding of the
Federal Party, that the TULF, its
successor, fielded its first parliamen-
tary candidate from an oppressed
caste, although such castes constituted
between 30 and 40% of the population
of the peninsula.

As for Hoole’s obsession with mat-
ters of a sexual nature (see footnote 41
in T.T., May '95 and some others
earlier), [ do not think that I can be of
much help. Such things need to be
dealt with at a personal level and by
professionally qualified persons.

Before 1 conclude, I think that a
brief note on the question of : \ste will
be appropriate in the contex of the
comment by Satchi Sri Kantha (7.7
May ’95) on the review of the book by
S.V. Raajathurai (T.T. April '95). The
caste system was the Indian equiva-
lent of a class system in feudal society.
It is inappropriate to a modern capital-
ist society because it restricts social
mobility in a way that hinders social
development and imposes an addition-
al burden on a section of the popula-
tion.

While the feudal class structure in
Europe has mostly given way to a new
class structure under capitalism, the -
caste system lingers on in India, de-
spite major social changes. What was
objectionable about M.K. Gandhi’s
approach was his patronizing attitude
as opposed to the more egalitarian
view of people such as Jawaharlal
Nehru.

S. Sivasegaram,

47 Camberley Avenue,
London,
SW20.

Property For Sale
Located in sought after area
of Colombo 6, currently
being used as two large seif-
contained apartments. Easily
converted to a large two storey
family home (20.72 perches/-
4500 sq. feet. Asking price

£105,000 ono. Contact:

0181 715 6585
until 20th July, thereafter at:
0181 395 7897.
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CLASSIF

IED ADS

First 20 words £10. Each a&ditional word 60;5 Charge i
Box No. £3. (Vat 17/2% ex

tra) Prepayment essential

The Advertisement Manager, :
Tamil Times Ltd., PO Box 121,

S Sutton, Surrey SM1 37D

) Phone 0181-644 0972 Fax: 0181-241 4557

MATRIMONIAL
Hindu parents, British
citizens, seek business
minded educated groom for
attractive graduate daughter,
27, starting in business in Lon-
don. Send full details with horo-
scope. M 792 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu sister seeks
goodlooking educated bride
under 30 for Canadian citizen
brother, 35, Mars afflicted,
computer science qualified.
Send details, photo, horo-
scope. M 793 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu sister seeks
partner for attractive sister, 40,
accountant in employment in
London. Send horoscope, de-
tails M 794 c/o0 Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
professional groom for medical
doctor, only daughter, 30, work-
ing in Sri Lanka as lecturer.
Send details. M 795 c/o Tamil
Times.

Jattna Hindu parents seek
professional, pretty bride for
accountant son, 30, working in
Colombo. Send horoscope/
details. P.0.Box 33823, Grana-
da Hills, CA 91394, USA.

Catholic sister seeks edu-
cated bride and qualified groom
for American citizen busines-
man brother, 31, and educated
sister, 21, in Sri Lanka. Send
details, photograph. M 797 ¢/o
Tamil Times.

WEDDING BELLS

We congratulate the following
couples on their recent wed-
ding.

Manju Velayuthapillai and
Mark James on 3rd June 1995
at Danforth Chapel, University
of Kansas, Lawrence, US.A.
Dr. Balarajan (Rajan) son of
Mr. & Mrs. T. Yogarajah of 18
Inner Fairline Road, Dehiwela,
and Poonkothai (Sumi) daugh-
ter of the late Professor A.
Sathasivam and Mrs. T. Satha-
sivam of 11 Sinsapa Road,
Colombo 6 on 8.6.95 at Royal
Banquet Hall, Hotel Ranmuttu,
Kollupitiya, Colombo 3.

Jeyakara son of the late Mr. N.
Nadarajah and Mrs. Nadarajah
of 4 South Way, Raynes Park,
London SW20 and Suganthini
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. S. Chel-

liah of Anaicoddai, Sri Lanka on
10th June 1995 at Manor Park
Hall, Malden Road, New Mal-
den, Surrey.

OBITUARIES

Vasuki Sivapalan, formerly of
the staff of Chundikuli Girls’
College, Jaffna; beloved wife of
the late Sivapalan (Architect
Townscape Design 25.12.94);
loving mother of Nardhana;
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Bala-
subramaniam of Chundikuli;
sister of Balaram (Canada);
daughter-in-law of Mr. & Mrs.
Kathiravelu of Kurumpasiddy;
sister-in-law of Jeya, Eswar-
adevi, Vimaladevi, Jeyapalan
(Sri Lanka), Skathidevi (Ger-
many) and Gunadevi (Singa-
pore) passed away in Singa-
pore on 21.05.95. — 56 New-
dale Place, Brampton L6S 523,
Canada. Tel: 905 453 6345.

Sinnapillai Chelliah (79) Attor-
ney-at-Law (formerly of the
Point Pedro Bar) passed away
on Tuesday, 6th June '95 at
Kingston Hospital and was cre-
mated at the NE Surrey Cemet-
ery, Morden on Saturday, 10th
June '95. He leaves behind his
beloved wife Parvathipillai; only
daughter Kalavathy, son-in-law
K. Sivakumaran; loving grand-

sons Nimalan, Ramanan,
Shyaman (UK); sisters Nava-
mani Nadesar, Alageswary Ala-
giah, Maheswary Alalasundar-
am (Sri Lanka), brother-in-law
K. Alvapillai (Canada) and all
their families.

His family wishes to thank all
relatives and friends who
attended the funeral, sent mes-
sages of sympathy and
assisted them in various ways —
60 Blake Lane, New Malden,
Surrey KT3 6NX.

Mr. Kandiah Gangatharan,
Retired Director of Social Ser-
vices, Jaffna; Retired Interpre-
ter, Immigration Department ol
Canada; beloved husband of
Kanagasothy; loving father of
Ravisuthan (Canada), Manjula
(UK), Dr. Mathisuthan (USA);
father-in-law of Shivani (Cana-
da), Dr. Sivananthan (UK),
Sumathi (USA),; grandfather of
Nayanah, Nilani, Arun, Praveen
and Nishani passed away in
Canada on 21.3.95 and was
cremated on 22.3.95. The
members of the family thank all
the friends and relatives, who
sent messages of sympathy
and condoled with them during

their time of great sorrow — 1
Vernal Close, Abbeymead,
Gloucester. GL4 7FW. Tel:

01452 372198.

Dr. Ruby Pararajasegaram.
The death occurred of Ruby
Pararajasegaram, beloved wife
of Dr. Ramachandra Parara-
jasegaram, (Ophthalmologist,
World Health Organization,
Geneva) and loving mother of
Dr. Geeta Chandramohan (Los
Angeles), Dr. Meera Manava-
lan (Madras) and Dr. Priya
Venkataramakrishnan (Hull,
UK), on 10 June 1995, in Mad-
ras, following a long illness
bravely borne. Her mortal re-
mains were cremated at Mad-
ras the same day.

Dr. Ruby Pararajasegaram
who hailed from Kerala, India
was an ophthalmologist in her
own right and specialised in
ophthalmic genetics. She was
Head of the Department of
Opththalmology at the Lady
Hardinge Medical College in
New Delhi and later served at
the Eye Hospital, Colombo and
with her husband in private
practice in Colombo and Jaffna.

Anniversary
10th June 1995

of

Kanagambihai
Ragunathan

May the Good Lord
Sathia Sai Baba
Bless and keep you in
His Loving Care.

children and friends -

Second Death

In Ever Loving Memory

Remembered by your loving husband Ragu; son
Sri; daughter-in-law Saku; grandson Vishva; sister
Kanagaluksmi Thirunavukarasu of Mallakam;
sister-in-law Puvenswary Nadarajah; brothers-in-
law Rajanathan, Paramanathan (all of Canada),
Pathmanathan of U.K.;
173 Mammoth Hall Trail,
Scarborough, Ontario, Canada. Tel: 416 754 2521.

nephews, nieces and
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IN MEMORIAM

in loving memory of Sinnar
Sivasubramaniam of Kanth-
armadam, Jaffna on the first
anniversary of his passing
away on 26th May 1994.

An Athma Shanthi Poojah in
his memory on his First Death
Anniversary was held in Thir-
uchenthoor Murugan Temple in
India.

Sadly missed and fondly re-
membered by his children
Sotheeswery Shanmuga-
nathan, Dr. (Mrs.) Sathialuxmy
Selvadurai and Parameswaran
Sivasubramaniam, son-in-law
Selvadurai and grandchildren
Radhika, Sangeetha, Laks-
manan and Kishami — 'Shan-
mugeswarar Akam’, 4
Clarendon Gardens, Stone,
Dartford, Kent DA2 6EZ.

In loving memory of Mr. Siva-
guru Mahadevan on the third
anniversary of his passing
away on 5th June 1992.

Sadly missed and fondly re-
membered by his beloved wife
Jayanthi; loving children
Kalaivani, Gajan and Haran;
mother Selvapakiam Sivaguru;
brothers Pathmanaban and Dr.
Ganeshan; Mrs. Jayeswary
Narendra and Mrs. Vimaladevi
Thyagarajah; several nephews,
meces and friends. — 31 Tamar-
isk Gardens, Bittern Park,
Southampton SO2 4RA.

in ever loving memory of Mr. B.
Sivagananathan on the fourth
anniversary of his passing
away on 22.6.91.

Remembered with love and
affection by his step mother
Mrs. Rajaletchumy Balasubra-
maniam, wife Kamala; brothers
Dr. Sivaloganathan, Thiruna-
vukkarasu, Radhakrishnan and
Sritharan; sisters Mrs. Gowri
Pathmanathan, Mrs. Bhaga-
wathy Mohanadas, Mrs. Man-
gayarkkarasi Jetheendran and
Mrs. Jayanthi Kumaranayagam
— 9 Upton Close, Park Street,
St. Albans, Herts, UK. Tel:
01727 873537.

In loving memory of Mrs. Baga-
vathy Balasingam on the
second anniversary of her pas-
sing away on 13th June 1993.

‘The mother who bore you,
the father who fostered you and
the teacher who opened your
eye to the mystery of Nature in
and around, have all to be
revered'.

‘The Soul (Atma) does not
die; only the body dies. When
man knows this, death loses its
sting, death is not feared, death
is but a welcome voyage into
the known harbour’,

Sri Sathya Sai Baba.

Sadly missed and fondly re-
membered by her loving sons
Balaraman (UK) and Aurobindo
(USA); daughters-in-law Malli-
ka Devi and Myriam; grand
children Priyadharshini and
Natasha — 62 Eversleigh Road,
East Ham, London E6 1HQ.
Tel: 0181 470 2371.

ou were a great man
So noble and gentle
Whom we all miss
And will never forget.

In loving memory Mr. S.D.
Balarajah on the first
anniversary of his passing
away on 8.6.94.

Sadly missed and fondly re-
membered by his beloved wife
Pathmawathy, children Usha,
Prabah, Geetha, Subathira and
Babhirathan, sons-in-law Indra-
mohan and Rohan; grand chil-
dren Luxshika and Karthika;
other members of the family
and friends. — 21 Haydon Park
Road, Wimbledon, London
SW19 8JQ. Tel: 0181 543
8210.

In treasured memory of Mrs.
Sowpakiam Sinnadurai, be-
loved wife of the late Mr. S.T.
Sinnadurai, J.P. (Founder of
Leela Press and Leela Group of
Companies, Sri Lanka) on the
second anniversary of her pas-
sing away on 25th June 1993.

Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by sons Sundar-
alingam (Sri Lanka), Dr.
Somasegaram (UK), Arulanan-

tham, Dhesabandu, Loga- -

nathan, Dhanabala (all of Sri
Lanka), Sockanathan (USA),
and Ravindran (Sri Lanka);
daughters-in-law, grand chil-
dren and great grand children —
69 Wansunt Road, Bexley,
Kent DA5 2DJ. Tel: 01322
525170.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

July 1 Chathurthi: 6.30pm
Narthana Kalalaya presents
Bharata Natyam by the three
Sisters Sujatha, Ameera &
Gunalogie in aid of Durga De-
vasthanam Orphans’ Trust,
Tellipallai at Acton Assembly
Hall. High Street, Acton. Lon-
don W3. Tel: 0181 807 1517/
509 1263.

July 2 Manickavasagar Guru-
poojah.

July 3 Feast of St. Thomas.
July 4 Aani Uththiram : Feast of
St. Elizabeth.

July 8 Eekathasi.

July 10 Pirathosam.

July 11 Feast of St. Benedict.
July 12 Full Moon.

July 13 Feast of St. Henry.
July 16 Schools over 40 Crick-
et Carnival at South Bank Uni-
versity Sports Grounds, Turney
Road, Dulwich, London SEZ21.
Tel: 0181 203 1191/771 3426.
July 18 Aadi Sevvai.

July 22 Karthigai; Feast of St.
Mary Magdalene.

July 23 Eekathasi.

July 25 Pirathosam: Feast of
St. James.

July 26 Feast of Sts. Joachim
and Anne.

July 27 Adi Amavasai.

July 29 9.00am J.S.S.A. (UK)
Cricket and Netball Festival at
Warren Farm Sports Centre,
Windmill Lane, Southall, Middx.
Tel: 0181 743 8289/399 7848/
241 5881.

July 29 2.00pm Milap presents
Flute Recital by K. Jana-
nayagam at Royal Philharmo-
nic Hall, Hope Street, Liverpool.
Tel: 0151 5318180.

July 31 Chathurthi.

At the Bhawan Centre, 4A
Castletown Road, London
W14 9HQ. Tel: 0171 381 3086/
4608.

July 14 7.00pm Dance Ballet on
Lord Krishna's Life by Indian
Music Society, University of
London.

July 16 6.30pm Sarod by
Partho Sarathy.

Tamil Orphans’ Trust pre-
sents Carnatic Vocal Recitals
by Amudha Isai Vaani Smt
Sudha Ragunathan on:

July 1 6.30pm at Holy Cross
Convent School Hall, Sandal
Road, New Malden, Surrey.
July 2 530pm at Winston
Churchill Hall, Pinn Way off
Bury Street, Ruislip, Middx.
July 9 530pm at Waltham
Forest Theatre, Lloyd Park,
Winns Terrace, Walthamstow,

London E17.
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Sanga Abhisekham of
New Amman Temple

The Sanga Abhisekham with 108 Sangus
of the New Rajarajeswari Amman Temple
at Dell Lane off Dell Road, Stoneleigh,
Epsom, Surrey was performed on the final
day of the Mandala Abhisekham by the
Chief Priest, Peria Pattam Swaminatha
Sivacharyar of Thiruvannamalai, South In-
dia with the assistance of several other
priests commencing at 9am on 21st May
1995. The temple was overflowing with
devotees from all over U.K.

The poojah times are 8.30am to 1pm on
Mondays to Thursdays, 8.30am to 2pm on
Fridays to Sunday, 5.30pm to 9.30pm
daily. The temple is open all day on
Special Festival Days.

A Play From Jaffna

The Centre for Performing Arts in Jaffna is
..a cultural organisation aiming to preserve,
" foster and develop the cultural heritage of
the Tamils of Sri Lanka. Its motto is ‘Serve
the Lord through the Arts’ and it stresses
spiritual and moral values in all its activi-
ties.

Above all it operates from the war zone
in the north and produces and performs
plays not only in Jaffna but also in other
parts of Sri Lanka, mainly in Colombo. Its
performances in Colombo are widely
appreciated. It prociaims to the rest of the
world that they are dreaming of peace.

Professor N.M. Saveri is the livewire of
this group of talented artistes, who are due
to undertake a Cultural tour of the West in
September this year. They will travel to
Italy, Germany, Switzerland, France,
Canada and London to meet other artistes,
perform and exchange ideas.

Fourteen-year-old, London-born Sow-
jana, who was in Colombo when Prof.
Saveri's group performed in a Drama
Festival sponsored by the Government at
John de Silva Music Hall which was
packed to capacity with literary critics,
Government Ministers, Artistes and Col-
ombo’s elite has reviewed the perform-
ance below.

Review: ‘In every culture, children are the
most valuable assets and deserve the
concern and altention of society as a
whole. This was the theme of a play which
! can best describe as extremely moving.
The play was performed by 14 children all
below the age of 12. The children were
from Thirumarai Kalamanram, an institute
for performing arts. Father N.M. Saveri
who runs the institute holds a Ph.D. in
Saiva Sithaantham. To arrive in Colombo,
the children had spent 36 hours to travel all
the way from Jaffna.

Their play was based on life in the war
torn North, a subject used by many drama
and theatre groups. However this produc-
tion was unique in that it was a 'wordless
play’ driving home effectively the truth of
the dictum ‘Actions speak louder than
words’.

The first scene opened with all the
children, innocently playing. Suddenly the
stage was drowned in darkness, then there
was a sudden flash and an ear-piercing
roar. As the lights came back, the children
were lying on the ground. Slowly, one by
one they got up, but now, each had a
terrible disability, for example one had lost
her sight and another his legs. The child
that | found touching was the boy who had
brain damage; while the other children sat
crying over their misfortune, he simply
laughed and frowned alternately, unable to
interpret the situation.

The children all conveyed their feelings
and emotions beautifully. 1 could almost
teel their pain. The audience most of
whom were now reduced to tears, sat
caplivated by the emotional tension the
children had created without saying a
single word. It was almost as though the
slightest utterance would be a distraction.

The play continued elaborating, on how
each child was affected by the bombshells,
and how they are attacked from land, sea
and air. While watching the play | began to
realise that these children are not re-
enacting what they rehearsed, they were
reconstructing the events that surrounded
them in everyday life.

The children gave a moving yet impress-
ive performance and as another member
of the audience said, 'By performing in
Colombo they are building bridges of
understanding and peace’.

Sowjana Wimal Sockanathan.

New York Tamil Sangam
Honours Bombay Sisters

Bombay Sisters C. Saroja and C. Lalitha
were awarded the title of Tamilk Kalai

Vaani by the New York Tamil Sangam at a
function held in New York City on 4.6.95.
The award was presented by Dr. M.N.
Krishnan, President of the Sangam. Dr.
Krishnan, Saroja, Lalitha and Dr. (Mrs.)
Shashikala Krishnan appear in above pic-
ture. The title awarded in recognition of the
lifetime achievement of the Bombay sisters
— who have been singing together for more
than thirty years — in the field of Tamil
traditional arts, music and culture was
instituted this year to commemorate 25
years of service of the Sangam to the
American Tamil communily.

The Bombay Sisters were chosen to be
the very first recipients of this award due to
their tenure of excellence in the field of
Tamil traditional music and in gratitude for
the great efforts made by them to render
non Tamil musical compositions translated
into Tamil so that they would reach a wider
Tamil speaking audience.

The Sisters have been on a concert tour
of the States for two months.

Sadhana’s Arangetram

The Bharatha Natya Arangetram of Kuman
Sadhana, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Manohar-
an of North Harrow, Middlesex took place
at the Logan Hall, London WC1 on 29th
April 1995.

Sadhana is the first student of her Guru
Smt Rajini Shureshkumar, Director, ‘Insti-
tute of Kalabharath’ to have her Aranget-
ram. Though it was her arangetram
Sadhana showed a lot of maturity in
dance, especially in her bhava and nritya.
She has brought fame to her Guru who is
hergelf a talented dancer and teacher.

The music for the arangetram was of a
high standard and was well received by the
appreciative audience. The programme
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was compered by the evergreen Sri Wimal
Sockanathan. The orchestra consisted of
S&mt Rajini Shureshkumar — Nattuvangam;
Smt Ambika Thamotheram — Vocal; Sri A.
Somasundera Desigar — Mirdangam, Sri L.
Kothandapani — Violin; Sri P. Gnanavar-
athan — Flute; and Sri K. Sithampar-
anathan — Morsing.

Hartley Kalai Vasantham

Hartley College Past Pupils’ Association
(UK) had its annual Kalai Vasantham at
South Norwood, London SE25 on 13th
May. The proceedings started with the
lighting of the traditional oil lamp by the
Chief Guests Dr. & Mrs. K. Thiyagarajah,
both past pupils of Hartley. Dr. K. Sivaku-
maran, President of the Association
addresed the guests.

The programme of the evening included
the School Anthem in Tamil, Kannan
Dance, Instrumental Ensemble and Bhar-
atha Natyam all splendidly performed by
children of Hartleyites and friends. High-
lights of the day included a brilliant vocal
concert by Mrs. Mathini Sriskantharajah
and a Tamil comedy drama by Mr. S.
Yogarajah and group titled ‘Pavama Pun-
niyama Paramasivane’, an extremely hila-
rious farce decrying social evils. Mr. V.
Santhalingam organised the items and
functioned as Master of Ceremonies and
the secretary Mr. P. Harichandran prop-
osed the vote of thanks. The function was
attended by over 400 Hartleyites and
friends and was well received.

Skylink Travel & Airlanka
Entertain Scottish Agents

Skylink Travel and Airlanka entertained
their Scottish travel agents at a luncheon
on 24th March 1995 at ‘The Inn on the
Green'. Twenty five travel agents were
introduced to Sri Lanka and AirLanka
through a video presentation and detailed
explanation of the Skylink Travel Package
Holidays to Sri Lanka, which was well
received.

Mr. Manog Gunawardena, Sales Mana-
ger, AirLanka; Mr. G.S. Bhambra, Chair-
man, Skylink Travel and Mr. S. Sivasubra-
maniam, Marketing Manager, Skylink
Travel, presented the first prize of a return
air ticket to Colombo on Airlanka to the
winner of the raffle.

Festival of Cricket 1995

The Seventh Annual Seven-a-Side Festiv-
al of Cricket organised by the Sri Lankan
Old Boys’ Association in U.K. was held at
the new very spacious venue of Norman
Park, Bromley in south east London on
29th May 1995 — Bank Holiday Monday.

The final match was between St. John's
Jaffna and Nalanda, last year's cham-
pions. The match resulted in a win for St.
John's.

i

St. Johns, Jaffna, 1995 Champions

The highlight of the day was the Interna-
tional Match between the Sri Lankan
Cavaliers and the International Cavaliers.
The former was lead by the Sri Lankan
Test captain Arjuna Ranatunge and the
other players were Hashan Tillekeratne,

Chaminda Vaas, Romesh Kaluwitharana, =

Sanjeeva Ranatunge, Promodaya Wickre-
masinghe, Eric Upashantha and Muthiah
Muralitharan. The Intemational Cavaliers
were captained by Chris Cowdrey and the
other players were Derek Pringle, Graham
Thorpe, Gus Logie, Roger Harper, Paul
Downton and Graham Cowdrey. The Sri
Lankan Cavaliers won by 2 runs.

The weather was pleasant and there
were several stalls serving exotic Sri Lank-
an hot food and plentiful Sri Lankan chilled
‘Three Coins’ beer. The large crowds were
entertained by the good cricket and en-
joyed a good day’s outing.

Shobana Sreetharan’s
Vina Arangetram

This was an arangetram par excellence
held on 6th May. Shobana began her
recital with an Ata Tala varnam in Kanada
raga. Flawless rendering in two speeds.
Her brief alapana in Hamsadvani had the
appropriate musical phrases to bring out
the raga’s form and the kriti ‘Vatapi' was
played with charm and vigour. Her raga
alapana in Hindola followed by Sri Tyagar-
aja’s composition ‘Samajavaragamana’
and the kalpana swaras were played
beautifully. Shobana has a very good
sense of tala. She went on to play the
pancharatna in Arabhi with uncanny ease.

The Atana kirtana ‘Ni Irankayenil’ also
had the necessary delicate gamakas play-
ed well. The raga alapana of Ramapriya
was truly classical and well sequenced. |
was very much taken up with this and the
kriti ‘Korinavara’. The piece in Kathanaku-
tukalam, ‘Raghuvamsa sudha’, was lively
and pleasing. Shobana then went on to the
Ragam Tanam Pallavi in Kharaharapriya. |
felt that the raga alapana and tanam could
have been lengthened a little more. The
pallavi, anuloma and the improvised swar-
as were executed well.

Shobana is a young and talented musi-
cian. she is only thirteen and | am confi-

dent that she will excel in this field with the
care and encouragement given by her
parents.

Srimati Sivasakti Sivanesan, her Guru
deserves to be highly complimented for
tutoring Shobana to rise to this level in
Carnatic Music. 'Sabash’ Sivasakti.

A special mention about the mridangam
accompanist, Sri M. Balachandar. His
scintillating performance and encourage-
ment given to the young performer, was
noteworthy. The ‘tani avartanam’ by Sri M.
Balachandar and Sri R.N. Prakash, was
quite captivating with dexterous rhythmical
artistry. The Vina Arangetram of Shobana
Sreetharan was a great success to Shoba-
na and her Guru, Srimati Sivasakti
Sivanesan.

Saraswathi Packiarajah,
(Sangita Vidwan).

Kalabhavanam

Kalabhavanam's June 4th scheduled per-
formance had an unexpected bonus in the
form of a visiting artiste Unni Krishnan the
current heart throb of Madras. On his way
back from the States, he was located and
brought fo the Willis Road auditorium
unannounced and it was gracious of him to
sing for an hour with the accompaniment of
Kothandapani on the violin and Somasun-
dara Desikar on the mridangam. The
excellent fare attracted a sizeable audi-
ence unusually.

The main programme that evening was
a very pleasing flute recital by Gnanavar-
adan the young musician who has already
made a mark in the London circle. His
handling of the flute and smooth blowing
with suddha sruti is very attractive. He is
an added welcome to London music circle.
Kothandapani on the violin and Somu on
the mridangam complemented the troupe.

CANADIAN
NEWSLETTER

Weekend Camps

The Senior Tamils Cenire has come up
with an innovative program of weekend
camps in summer this year for members of
the Tamil Community. Some of the goals
of this project are (a) strengthen commun-
ity ties (b) enjoy a residential recreational
experience (c) increase recreational skill
levels (d) support communily leadership.

The project is funded by the Govemn-
ment of Ontario. The campina has been
arranged at the Boltan Camp and Confer-
ence Centre, which is an hour’s drive from
Toronto. About 400 persons are expected
to participate and the scheduled dates of
the camps are as follows:-

1. Youth Camp — May 19th to 2ist
(already held). 2. Seniors/Adults — July
21st to 23rd. 3. Families — August 11th to
13th. 4. Seniors/Aduits — Sept 1st to 3rd.

19 girls and 15 boys from different
Universities, Schools and Associations in
Toronto participated in the Youth Camp
held in May.
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Seminar on Our Heritage
and Our Vision in Winnipeg

The Friends of Eelam Inc., 6 Dalhousie
Drive, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2Y7 are
holding a 3 day seminar commencing on
July 28th in Manitoba's beautiful Riding
Mountain National Park. The participants
are limited to 100 and the seminar topics
include (a) Historical Landmarks of the
Dravidian people (b) Tamils before and
after 1500 A.D.

For more information please contact
Richards on 416 281 1651.

Demonstrations in Ottawa
and Toronto

Over 3000 Tamils converged on Parlia-
ment Hill, Ottawa on June 5th demanding
Canadian Government support and draw-
ing attention of the international commun-
ity to the liberation struggle of the Tamil
community to establish a Tamil homeland.
A further demonstration is planned for
June 17th in Toronto.

Ontario Provincial Elections

The Ontario Provincial Elections were held
on 8th June and there has been a change
of government. The Progressive Con-
servatives have come to power with their
commitment to a balanced budget and
workfare instead of welfare.

AUSTRALIAN -

NEWS LETTER "~

Muthamizh Malai and
Award Night

The Australian Tamil Foundation pre-
sented its Annual Muthamizh Malai and
Award Night on 20th May at Bankstown
Town Hall, Sydney. Tamil students who
had achieved a Tertiary Entrance Rank of
over 90% in the New South Wales Higher
School Certificate examination are re-
warded with trophies and awards at this
function along with a variety entertainment.

The proceedings commenced with an
invocation song by Amirthi Yogeswaran
and was followed by a children’s carnatic
orchestra organised by Ravindrakumar
Samivel and items of Bharatha Natyam by
Natanalaya dancers, disciples of Mrs.
Jayalukshmy Kandiah.

Mr. Keith Owen, State Director of the
Department of Immigration and Ethnic
Affairs addressed the gathering and con-
gratulated the Tamil students on their
achievements and wished the foundation
well in its work for the Tamil community.
He launched ‘Tamil Chuddar’ the Tamil
Journal of the Foundation.

Kumudhini Kugathasan who had scored
99.9% in the H.S.C. won the Dr. V.
Rasanayagam Memorial Trophy and an
award donated by Dr. & Mrs. S.N. Ananda.
The other award winners were Arunkumar
Thiagarajan, Dev Jairam, Anusha Kan-
gatharan, Jaikrishnan Sangaran, Malini

Magesan and Kanthaley Kailanathan.

After the intermission there was a per-
cussion orchestra presented by Gana-
layam and organised by Mr. Suthanthiraraj
followed by a Tamil vocal music group
presented by Geetha Rajayogam and a
delightful comedy drama presented by
Kamathenu Kalanjiyam. the comperes
were Nitya Patanjali and Manu Narayana-
samy, last year’s award winners.

Kalappai

Kalappai, is a quarterly magazine pub-
lished by the Sydney University Tamil
Society. The society held a seminar on
21st May to discuss ways of raising the
standard of the magazine. A lively discus-
sion on its aims, the type of articles that
would cater to the readers, whether the
articles should be in pure Tamil or in
language used in everyday life, how it
compares with magazines from overseas
countries and how the community benefits.
Those interested in contributing articles
are requested to contact the Coordinator,
Mr. P. Ketheeswaran, P.O.Box 40, Went-
worth Building, University of Sydney, NSW
2006, Australia.

Demonstration in Sydney
The Eelam Tamil Association held a well
attended demonstration at Martin Place,
Sydney on 3rd June to protest against the
bombing and shelling of the Jaffna penin-
sula by the Sri Lankan armed forces, the
enforcement of the economic blockade,
the killing of unarmed Tamil civilians and
the general violation of Human Rights in
Tamil areas.
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Wijewardena Mawatha, Colombo 10, Tel: 4329594/5

We offer you the same senvice tom the fallowing destinations
CANADA AUSTRALIA WE ARE STILL THE BEST & CHEAPEST

Trico Shipping — 685 Lamsdownme Av.. Unil B, 24-26 Camick,

Sults 202, Toromin, OnL MBH 378, Tultamarine, Victoria 3043 NO HIDDEN CHARGES

Toll Free: 1-800-585 6180 Tel. B31 3388 5976

Tel: 416 536 0098 Fax: 416 536 1501 PER TEA CHEST

Our modern warehouse and offices are under one roof with ample I -

car parking facilities where our customers have the extra benefit of TO COLOMEBO

packing their goosds themsolves with our assistance. . M

We offer & friendly and professional sernce at compellivi rates. Air Lanka AppﬂmtEd TI'HVEI Agﬂl’lt

Once your goods are in our hands, we guaranies @ safe and : i ;

efficient delivery o your destination, We also ofler FREE STORAGE ,ITTE'VE]' Agents for Kuwait, _EmlratES, Gulf Air,

10 our custemers for a period of ONE MONTH in our bonded Air France, KLM, Royal Jordanian, PIA and Balkan

warehouse in Colambo, Airlines. 5
a

THE LEADING SRI LANKAN SHIPPING AND FREIGHT

FORWARDING COMPANY IN THE UK S]I]J!.'i Your CARina Container for £795 + Insurance

Our Colombo Office Warchouse is Staffed by 2

Trico International Shipping Ltd Experienced Officers to Ensure Personal Attention
Unit 4,Building 'C'The Business Centre at Wood Green, and Sp-eedv Clearance of Your Coods
Clarendon Rd,London W22 EX] e 3 ;
Tel: 0181-888 8787 Fax: 0181 889 5445 ~ Branch Offices in Toronto & Paris
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