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By the time the Indian Peace Keeping Force
departed from Sri Lanka in March this year followed
by the collapse of the North-East Provincial Council
administration and the going into exile of the then
Chief Minister and his colleagues, the territorial
control of the North-East had come under the
effective and de facto control of the LTTE. Despite
the presence of several army camps and police
stations in these areas, in practice most of the
security service and police personnel were confined
to barracks and movements of these personnel
were subject to prior permission from the LTTE,
Talks continued between the government and the
LTTE, and there was much hope and expectation
that matters were going to be resolved by negotia-
tions and peace would return at last. By and large,
this situation continued until June 11 when suddenly
war broke out between the LTTE and government
forces.

Today the whole of the North-East is in total
turmoil. The atrocities and sufferings to which the
people have been subjected and the displacement
of a million people in these areas have already been
commented upon.

Now the government has launched a massive
military operation. The number of troops of the
combined forces of the army, navy and airforce
backed up by newly acquired jet fighters, helicopter
gunships, tanks and heavy weaponry that have
been deployed and the sustained nature of the
operations indicate an intention on the part of the
government to militarily take over the Jaffna penin-
sula which has been under the total control of the
LTTE ever since the departure of the IPKF.

Jaffna and its people, including those who had
flooded into the peninsula from other areas like
Vavuniya, Mullaitivu and Trincomalee, had already
suffered enormously during the three month battle
for the Jaffna Fort in the course of which thousands
of buildings were destroyed and an unaccountable
number of people were killed in consequence of
indiscriminate bombing and strafing raids. The
present military operations, in which an estimated

‘STOP THIS INHUMAN WAR

ten thousand troops are reported to be participating,
are accompanied by continuous relentless and
indiscriminate bombing and strafing raids all over
the peninsula. The havoc, destruction and deaths
resulting from these operations are too obvious and
horrendous even to contemplate.

As the jet fighters and helicopter gunships are
raining bombs, rockets, shells and bullets from the
sky all over Jaffna, ground forces with tanks from
the Palali, Kankesanturai and Karainagar military
bases are said to be shelling and shooting their wa y
in the course of their reported advance as fierce
resistance is being offered by LTTE cadres. The
casualties among the combatants on both sides are
said to be heavy. As the operations continue, the
helpless and voiceless civilians are being felled in
countless numbers and their homes are being
reduced to rubble in this cruel and inhuman war.

- The decision of the government to pursue a
military course has turned the conflict into a war
against the people as a whole and it is being
conducted with absolutely no regard to civilian life. It
would seem that the government is determined to
take over Jaffna even at the risk of killing thousands
of innocent civilians and destroying the peninsula.

Even if those at war have lost all concern for the
plight of the innocent defenceless civilian popula-
tion, it is well to understand that the conflict cannot
be resolved by military means. The government and
its forces may succeed in decimating Jaffna and
killing substantial sections of its population and may
even win several battles with the LTTE and in name
recapture Jaffna. That will not end the war in the
long term. It will not bring peace. Any victory
achieved will only be temporary leaving a trail of
unhealed wounds, bitterness and hatred which will
serve lo nurture and nourish further conflicts and
future wars.

The need of the hour is to STOP THIS INHUMAN
WAR. The government should immediately call off
its ongoing military offensive and seek ways and
means of renewing negotiations with the LTTE if
need be with outside mediation.
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GOVT. LAUNCHES AERIAL
AND GROUND OFFENSIVE

20 September — A new offensive in the
Jaffna peninsula was launched by gov-
ernment forces beginning 17 October
and is reportedly continuing. Before
the offensive began, most of the areas
within the peninsula were subjected to
a 24-hour curfew.

As sustained aerial bombing con-
tinued in the areas around Point Ped-
ro, Kankesanturai, Keerimalai,
Maviddapuram and Palali, forces have
tried to get out of their camp at Palali
in an endeavour to capture territory
presently under the control of the
LTTE. .

As heavy destruction of property
“caused by bombing operations is being
reported, LTTE sources claimed that
their cadres were putting up fierce
resistance and preventing the advance
of government forces. Conceding the
death of about 27 of their cadres, they
also claimed that a helicopter belong-
ing to the Sri Lanka Air Force had
been shot down with a rocket attack
resulting in the death of several secur-
ity service personnel.

On the other hand security sources
claimed that they had made headway
in bringing under their control areas
around Punnalaikadduvan, Kaddu-
wan and Mallakam having destroyed
several LTTE positions and bunkers.
They also claimed that the intention of
the troops was to advance in two
directions towards Jaffna town.

The sustained and continuous na-
ture of the government offensive sug-
gests serious intent on its part to take
over the peninsula from Tiger control.
Observers say that if anyone thought
that the withdrawal of troops from and
abandonment of the Jaffna Fort was
an indication of the government’s
change of heart, the current major
operations have contradicted that.

At the beginning of the month, the
English daily ‘The Island’ reported:
The military strike to wrest control of
the Jaffna town is expected to be
mounted with the arrival of shipments
of MIG Fighter Jets capable of hitting
specific targets and long-range
weapons. With the helicopter gunships
supplemented by the MIG Fighters
taking on ‘specified dedicated targets’
that had been identified, ground forces
would be able to fight their way
through the Tiger cordon, senior secur-
ity officials have indicated. . .Security
officials remain tightlipped about de-
tails of the raids being worked out.
They pointed out that the success of a
military strike depended heavily on
the aspect of ‘surprise’. Any raid
should be launched at a time when the
enemy least expects it’.

LTTE Leader calls for
Indian Red Cross Team
The London-based LTTE leader, Mr.

Sathasivam Krishnakumar (Kittu)
has appealed to the Government of
India to send a team of officials from
the Indian Red Cross to the Eastern
Province in Sri Lanka where
thousands of Tamils have become re-
fugees.

‘The government of India should
send the Indian Red Cross officials to
the East to see for themselves what is
happening there or send relief sup-
plies, otherwise, it should pressure the
Sri Lankan government to provide
relief to the Tamil refugees there’, Mr.
Kittu said.

He accused the Sri Lankan govern-
ment of not allowing the International
Committee of the Red Cross to function
effectively in the East. He said that
large sections of the Tamil population
in Trincomalee and Batticaloa districts
had become refugees due to the atroci-
ties committed by the security forces
and Muslim Home Guards and that
the refugees were suffering without
food or medical facilities.

Mr. Kittu also refuted press reports
that Mr. Anton Balasingham and Mr.
Yogaratnam Yogi, two prominent
members of the LTTE leadership were
killed when a boat in which they were
travelling off the Jaffna peninsula was
attacked and destroyed by the Sri
Lankan Navy. ‘It is a total lie. The
government has invented this news to
confuse the people. Both Mr. Balasing-
ham and Mr. Yogi are in Jaffna’. But
he admitted that an LTTE boat car-
rying fifteen injured LTTE cadres from
Trincomalee to Jaffna was sunk by the
Lankan Navy near Point Pedro. But
none of them belonged to the top
leadership of the LTTE. .

‘TAMILS, SINHALESE AND

¢ MUSLIMS ARE SLAUGHTERING

EACH OTHER’

By John Rettie

Sept. 28 — The factory at the Cullen tea
estate, 5,000 feet up in the breath-
taking hills of Uva, is an empty char-
red hulk, burned to the ground last
year by the Sinhalese guerrilla move-
ment, the JVP. Last time I was there,
two and a half years ago, it was
producing what I steadfastly believe to
be the finest Ceylon tea, not to say the
best in the world.

In the interests of professional
ethics, however, I must confess to a
certain bias: until nationalisation 15
years ago, that estate belonged to my
family. Had it not been for the burned
out factory I could have imagined that
nothing had changed.

There they were, those familiar flim-
sy kites still dancing in the sky over
Galle Face Green in Colombo the grass
hard and brown for lack of rain at this
time of year. The horribly vulnerable
trishaws still whisk their passengers
through the appalling traffic of Galle

Road, miraculously dodging the hurt-
ling buses.

Out in the provinces, thousands of
Tamils are still being killed or driven
from their homes in the North and
East, as the Sri Lankan armed forces
desperately battle their way against
the strongholds of the Tamil Tigers.
Tamils, Muslims and Sinhalese are
still slaughtering each other in the
hotly contested East. Yes, it could
easily be 1986 all over again.

Until the many changes come to
mind, almost all of them for the worse.
On a personal level, three of my very
best friends were done to death this
year. In February, Richard de Zoysa, a
brilliant young Sinhalese journalist
and television news reader, was picked
up by security men in the middle of the
night; next day his body was found on
the sea shore. Then in May, assassins
from the Tigers gunned down Sam
Tambimuttu and his wife Kala, two of
the country’s bravest and most vision-
ary Tamils.

In striking contrast to the situation
two years ago, people are now afraid to
speak openly. ‘This is a system based
on fear, declared an old diplomatic
hand grimly. A Colombo friend whom I
called as soon as I arrived confirmed
this. ‘I was desperate for you to stop
talking’, he admitted after [ had rashly
bewailed the death of my three friends
over the telephone, as well as those of
thousands of others killed last year.

" And that is another change. The

JVP, which virtually controlled large
tracts of the country — last year it shot
dead 24 tea estate managers, and
could impose a strike all over the
Sinhalese south whenever it liked —
has been all but eliminated.

The method was simple: the sea in
which the fish swam was removed. Put
more bluntly, thousands of young
Sinhalese men were slaughtered by
death squads, their bodies left burning
by the roadside as a warning, or float-
ing down the rivers. About 30,000 is
the generally accepted figure, though
some seasoned observers say 50,000.

‘When you left in 1988, a senior
police officer of the old, straight school
reminded me, ‘you said that when you
came back the Central Americanisa-
tion of Sri Lanka would be over. What
do you think now? What could I say,
except that the process is gathering
speed at a frightening pace. There are
hardly any checks left against the
tremendous concentration of power in-
side the country, and since the Indian
army withdrew after burning its fin-
gers, very few from outside either.

Meanwhile the casinos flourish, the
Colombo elite flaunt their Mercedes
and down their Scotch, but the head-
mistress of a school on the capital’s
northern outskirts despairs of teaching
anything to her 200 pupils because
they are too hungry.

Continued On Page 6
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 THE ELUSIVE CONSENSUS

Rita Sebastian From Colombo

A year of discussions under the au-
spices of the All Party Conference is
yet to forge a consensus between Tamil
and Muslim political parties on the
permanent merger of the north-east
provinces and the unit of devolution.

The Muslims ready to go along with
the Tamil groups, accommodated
under the broad definition of ‘Tamil
speaking people’ have in the last sever-
al months come to re-think their op-
tions.

The Sri Lanka Muslim Congress
President, A.M. Ashraff, the most
vociferous of the Muslims, has made

the point, that the Muslims as a dis- -

tinct ethnic minority want equal pow-
er-sharing arrangements with the
Tamils.

Not only Ashraff but the National
Assembly of Muslim organisations, an
umbrella group of 31 Muslim associa-
tions in the island have, in a memoran-
dum to Sri Lankan President Rana-
singhe Premadasa recently, argued
the case for de-linking the eastern
province from the northern province,
and the creation of a separate Muslim
provincial council in the East, by vir-
tue of the fact of its 32.3% population
in the province.

Statistics spell out the picture.

. The memorandum points to the con-
troversial merger of the two provinces
by former President J.R. Jayewardene
as having reduced the Muslim popula-
tion in the merged province to 17.6%
the Sinhalese from 24.9% to 13% and
the Tamils increased from 42% to 70%.

Ashraff reinforces the same argu-
ment. ‘If the 12% Tamils in the country
can demand devolution of power for a
merged north-east province why
shouldn’t the 17% Muslims in the
north-east demand its own council? he
argues.

Both the Tamil and Muslim pelitical
parties are quite conscious of the fact
that only in their coming together
would the permanent merger of the
north-east provinces become possible,
given the strong anti-merger senti-
ments of the southern political parties.

It is in this context, that inspite of
several meetings between the Muslim
and Tamil political parties having
failed to forge a consensus, the six
Tamil parties, the Eelam People’s Re-
volutionary Liberation Front
(EPRLF), the Tamil Eelam Liberation
Organisation (TELO), the All Ceylon
Tamil Congress (ACTC), the Eelam
National Democratic Liberation Front
(ENDLF), the People’s Liberation
Organisation of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE)
and the Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF) who have joined forces, are

desperately trying to woo the Muslims )

into some workable power-sharing
arrangements.

Under discussion at the moment is a
provincial council for a merged north-
east province at the apex with two sub
units under it, still to get its nomencla-
ture, that would function separately
for the Muslims and the Tamils.

Powers and areas are still to be
defined. Adequate safeguards for the
Sinhala minority in the province are to
be discussed only after the Tamils and
Muslims arrive at a consensus satisfac-
tory to both sides. But whether they
will is the question.

For all the rhetoric of the north-east
merger being a consensus decision the
ruling United National Party and the
main opposition Sri Lanka Freedom
Party are against the merger. And
added to it, the government has still
not revealed its position on devolution.
What makes the whole exercise farcic-
alis that two key players in the drama,
the SLFP and the LTTE, are still out of
the discussions on the devolution pack-
age. The LTTE, which was initially
agreeable to a north-east provincial
council as an administrative structure
on which substantial autonomy will be
devolved by the centre, has since
changed its demand to regional
autonomy. '

Meanwhile the LTTE and govern-
ment forces are locked in battle and
the tentative attempts by internation-
al NGO’s to mediate in the conflict
have come to nought.

At a public rally in Jaffna last

vfortnight, a message from LTTE supre-

mo Vellupillai Prabhakaran made it
known that the LTTE would continue
fighting. ‘The government had more
weapons and more men, but we are
blessed with nerves of steel, courage
and determination’ the message read.

But tragically what has got eclipsed
in the fighting is the untold suffering
and hardships the civilian population
in the region are being put through.
Days on end in refugee camps and
making do with the minimum of basic
necessities with no end in sight.

Perhaps it was one of the reasons
that brought together the battling
Muslims and Tamils in the eastern
Batticaloa district last week. A peace
meeting presided over by the Battica-
loa government agent, graced by three
religious dignitaries, and attended by
representatives of both communities
discussed the need for some kind of
healing process that would return the
embattled district to peace and nor-
malcy.

While the Muslims had given a
guarantee that they would desist from

all provocative acts, the Tamils could
only say they would try, since with the
LTTE out of the discussions no guaran-
tees were possible. It only brought
home the fact that the LTTE is still the
factor to be reckoned with.

Political marginalisation or military
elimination of the LTTE is Jjust an
illusion. The very fact that all the rival
Tamil groups can only articulate their
demands and grievances from the safe-
ty of Colombo is a telling pointer to the
ground reality in the north-east re-
gion.

Even the elected representatives of
the eastern province cannot move free-
ly in their constituencies making the .
occasional visit under armed escort,
How then can any kind of political
process get going in the region. i

Making news now is the once hardly
known Eelam People’s Democratic
Front (EPDP) of Douglas Devananda.
A breakaway faction of the EPRLF, it
has aligned itself closely with the gov-
ernment, kept aloof from the grouping .
of the six Tamil political parties, and
has been making several public state-
ments denound¢ing the LTTE.

But not all those denouncements
have brought them any nearer to
defeating the LTTE politically, or mili-
tarily. Rhetoric is not going to bring an
end to the conflict. Only the capacity
and the will to accommodate each
other in the larger interest of the
Tamil community.
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Locked into the old colonial economy
of tea, rubber and palm oil exports, Sri
Lanka still relies on foreign handouts
to prosecute its civil war and to import
the luxury goods that stuff the Galle
Road shops.

It also counts on the foreign ex-
change sent back by an estimated
950,000 Sri Lankan workers in the
Middle East. But about 100,000 of
them, mostly working in Kuwait, have
now lost their jobs. Soon they will be
home looking for non-existent jobs,
while their families, say half a million
people, have lost the income they relied
on. At the same time, the country has
lost 27 per cent of its tea exports as a
result of the sanctions against Iraq and
Kuwait.

With this grim economic picture su-
perimposed on the seething resent-
ment over the killings in the South and
the turmoil in the North and East, the
immediate future for the happy island
of Serendip looks bleak.

" Settlement Proposals
by Religious Leaders -

Dr. Rev. B. Deogupillai, Roman Catho-
lic Bishop of Jaffna, Rev. D.J. Amba-
lavanar, Bishop of Jaffna Diocese of
CSI, S.T. Nadarajan of the Nallur
Thirugnana Sampanthar Artheenam
and other religious leaders have put
forward proposals for the cessation of
hostilities of the present armed conflict
" and for the long term settlement of the
ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka.

In their letter addressed to President

*R. Premadasa, the religious leaders

state:

people of the North and East at the
prospect of living in the midst of a
furious war in which few legally recog-
nized fundamental and human rights
are being maintained by both sides,
we, the leaders of various religions,
met to voice the aspirations of the
people in the Tamil regions.

We recognize that there must be a
genuine appreciation by all that Sinha-
la Nationalism and Tamil Nationalism
are traditions and roots in this country
from time immemorial. Therefore, we
have to realise that unity in one State
is practicable only if the rights of the
peoples of the different national groups
are recognized and guaranteed ade-
quately. Transforming Sri Lanka into
a Federal State would be the most
satisfactory means of achieving this.
This will enable genuine devolution of
power and responsibility from the Cen-
tral Government to the Federating
Units. We are happy to inform you
that this solution would be welcomed
by the Tamil speaking people as well as
all the political forces of the Northern
and Eastern provinces.

The present set-up of Provincial

‘At a time when there is increasingj
anxiety and trepidation among the .

Councils is not quite satisfactory. It
does not sufficiently recognize and
guarantee the rights of the different
national groups and achieve a genuine
devolution of power and responsibility
from the Centre to the Provincial
Councils.

Hence, we would strongly urge you
to take all necessary steps to transform
the present Unitary State of Sri Lanka
into a Federal State by amending the
present constitution of Sri Lanka suit-
ably. ’

As a step towards discussing the
proposed political solution to the ethnic
crisis we urge both sides to cease
hostilities and permit an international-
ly recognized organization to monitor
the cease-fire’.

Commission to Probe
Mossad Allegation

President R. Premadasa has appointed
a one-man Commission under the
Commission of Inquiry Act with wide
powers, to inquire into and report on
the allegations concerning Sri Lanka
contained in a publication called, ‘By
Way of Deception: The Making and
Unmaking of a Mossad Officer’, pub-
lished abroad.

The Commission will among other
matters, inquire and report on refer-
ences made in the book that Sri Lank-
an security personnel as well as mem-
bers of a Sri Lanka terrorist organisa-
tion were trained by the Israeli intelli-
gence agency, Mossad.

More specifically, the Commission
has been called upon to inquire into
and report on;

@ Whether any person who has
engaged himself in unlawful activity
as defined by Section 31 of the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act, has received
training by the Israeli intelligence
agency — Mossad;

@ Whether any members of the Sri
Lankan security forces were trained by
Mossad, and if so, whether any part of
such training was imparted to any
person who has engaged himself in
unlawful activity as defined by Section
31 of the Prevention of Terrorism Act;

@ Whether any member of the Sri
Lankan security forces went to Tel
Aviv, Israel for the purpose of evaluat-
ing radar equipment for prospective
purchase, and if so, whether they were
deliberately deceived by being shown
equipment inappropriate for the pur-
pose;

® Whether Mossad was responsible
for causing the preparation of a false
feasibility report for a construction
project in the Mahaweli Development
Scheme which was funded by the
World Bank and securing the award of
a part of the contract so recommended
to an Israeli construction company,
known as Solel Bonah, and that funds
so obtained were utilised to pay for
arms purchased for Sri Lanka from

" Israel;

@ Whether any Sri Lankan had
given information to Mossad that such
funds were being used to purchase
equipment for the Sri Lanka Army,
and whether such information was
true or false.

The Commission has been called
upon to submit the final report within
a period of two months.

Mrs. Thatcher’s Negative
Response to LTTE Appeal

In response to an appeal sent by the
LTTE's London leader, Sathasivam
Krishnakumar, regarding the ‘current
grave situation in the Tamil homeland
in Sri Lanka’ resulting from the gov-
ernment’s ‘all-out war on the Tamil
speaking population in its pursuit of
military domination’, and seeking sup-
port for ‘the Tamil-speaking people in
their struggle against the Sri Lankan
government’s military oppression’, the
British Prime Minister, Mrs. Margaret
Thatcher has sent the following reply:

“Thank you for your letter of 13
August to the Prime Minister about
the situation in Sri Lanka. I have been
asked to reply.

‘We, too, are deeply concerned about
the renewed fighting in Sri Lanka and
the hardship this has brought on peo-
ple living in the North and the East of
the country.

“We had been encouraged by Presi-
dent Premadasa’s efforts to reach a
peaceful accommodation with the
LTTE in the 13 months from May
1989. We were, therefore, dismayed by
the LTTE’s refusal to continue negotia-
tions towards a political settlement
and its decision to resume the fighting.

‘As the Press reported, the LTTE
were responsible for a large number of
atrocities and acts of violence mainly
in the North and the East of Sri Lanka
in the period following the withdrawal
of the Indian Peace Keeping Force
from Sri Lanka in March. These in-
cluded the massacre of Tamil National
Army cadres, the murders of promin-
ent Tamil political leaders and the
kidnapping and murder of a very large
number of policemen. In an effort to
stem the violence, and to give further
opportunities to reach a peaceful set-
tlement with the LTTE through nego-
tiations, President Premadasa twice
proposed ceasefires, but these were
broken by the LTTE. Our understand-
ing of the reasons behind the latest
outbreak of fighting does not square at
all, therefore, with what is set out in
your letter.

‘Furthermore, the LTTE, rather
than the Government, have been held
responsible by the international com-
munity for the massacre of members of
the Muslim and other ethnic communi-
ties caught up in the fighting. Our
concern about the impact of the fight-
ing on the civilian communities in the
North and the East of the country has
led to HMG donating £350,000 to the
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ICRC and other NGOs for emergency
relief work.

‘We have seen no evidence to sup-
port Press reports alleging the use of
napalm or cholera bombs.

‘The LTTE have made much of their
demand for the repeal of the Sixth
Amendment to the Constitution, re-
quiring Parliamentarians to take an
oath of allegiance to a unitary Sri
Lanka State. The British Government
has always supported the unitary na-
ture of Sri Lanka and we can see no
over-riding problem with the require-
ment to take such an oath of alle-
giance,

‘We condemn the use of violence in
pursuing political aims. We are watch-
ing the situation closely and hope that
a negotiated solution can soon be
found, which will allow all communi-
ties to live a normal, peaceful exist-
ence. In the meantime, we are calling
on all concerned (including the LTTE)
to exercise maximum restraint and to
take every possible step to avoid
casualties or suffering among the civi-
lian population’.

Court Throws Out
Parliament Bomb Case
— Defendents Freed

Colombo High Court at Bar that heard
the Parliament Bomb case yesterday
delivered an unanimous verdict of ac-
quittal and discharge of the first ac-
cused Ajith Kumara and the fifth
accused Yasantha holding that the
prosecution failed to prove the indict-
ment.

Second accused Hewage Kumaratis-
sa, third accused Kithsiri Colombar-
achchi, fourth accused Piyasiri Wickre-
marachchi were acquitted earlier after
Senior State Counsel Surath Piyasena
and Palitha Fernando concluded their
submissions.

High Court ctﬁﬂprised Judges’

Ameer Ismail (President) Ananda
Grero and A.C.M. Fernando.

The indictment was served on
12.10.89. There were 67 days of trial.
More than 100 witnesses gave evi-
dence.

At the end of the Voir Dire inquiry,
the Court ordered that the confessions
made by the accused were not admissi-
ble holding that they had not been
voluntarily made.

After the order was read, Senior
State Counsel Surath Piyasena indi-
cated to High Court that State would
appeal against the main verdict and
the verdict delivered at the end of Voir
Dire inquiry.

In this case Ajith Kumara, Hewage
Kumaratissa, Kithsiri Colombarach-
chi, Piyasiri Wickmarachchi and M.
Jayasiri Goonawardena were indicted
on ten counts including conspiracy to
commit the murder of former Presi-
dent Jayewardene, and attempting to

commit the murder of former National
Security Minister Lalith Athulath-
mudali.

They were also indicted with com-
mitting the murder of Keerthie
Abeywickrema MP for Deniyaya and a
Parliament employee S.P. Norbert
Senadeera. .

CONCERN EXPRESSED
OVER ARREST OF TAMILS
IN COLOMBO

We have received reports of Tamil
youths being rounded up by the police
in Colombo City. On the 10th of this
month alone more than 200 Tamil
youths were arrested.

This has now been confirmed by the
Minister for Defence, Mr. Ranjan Wi-
Jeratne, in his Press Conference held
yesterday, a press release by the
EPRLF stated.

There are many reasons as to why
there is an exodus of Tamil youths
from the North-Eastern Provinces into
Colombo. However, this flow of re-
fugees is not restricted to youths alone,
but include the elderly, women and
children. The main reason for the
predominance of children and youths
amongst the refugees is the forced
conscription project of the LTTE. In
addition, refugees streaming into Col-
ombo City include those who were
forcibly ejected from the refugee camps
in the Eastern Province by the LTTE
and those fleeing from the excesses
and indiscriminate arrests by the
Security Forces.

In addition to the above, we are
concerned over the lack of security in
the refugee camps in Colombo.

Further, the present facilities are
inadequate and immediate measures
should be taken to open new refugee
camps. We also call on the Government
to instruct the security forces to con-

“duct themselves in a proper manner

during the search operations in the
City and to release all those found to be
innocent without undue delay.

Mrs Saravanamuttu Faces
Rs.2 Million Damages Suit

Senior Superintendent of Police
Ronald Nissaanka Gunasinghe and
Chief Inspector of Police, S.D. Rancha-
goda have filed cases in the District
Court of Colombo claiming Rs.1 million
and Rs. 750,000 respectively as dam-
ages from Dr. Mrs. Manaorani Sarava-
namuttu, mother of the murdered
popular journalist Richard de Zoysa.
The journalist was abducted from his
mother’s residence during the night of
February 18 by 6 persons some in
police uniform and on the following day
his bullet-riddled dead body was found
washed ashore at the beach in Moratu-
wa some miles away from Colombo.
When the police failed to follow up
proper investigations Mrs Saravana-

muttu filed affidavits in the Magis-

trates Court identifying SSP Guna-
singhe as one of the persons who had'
gone to her house and abducted her
son and identifying that one of the-
abductors who had been in police uni-
form fitted the description she had
received of Chief Inspector Rancha-
goda.

The Sri Lanka Attorney General to
whom the case was referred by the
Magistrate subsequently abandoned
the case claiming lack of evidence.
Following the Attorney General’s ac-
tion, there has been a widespread
demand for an independent Jjudicial
commission to investigate the abduc-
tion and murder of Richard de Zoysa.
Mrs. Saravanamuttu has also carried
on a sustained campaign for the proper
and independent judicial investigation
into her son’s abduction and murder,

Apparently encouraged by the
Attorney General’s decision not to pro-
ceed with the case and finding that
there is no prospect for an impartial
investigation, the police officers named
by Mrs. Saravanamuttu have gone on
the offensive and filed cases against
her alleging that she had defamed
their character and reputation.

SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES
OVERFLOWING
WITH REFUGEES

By Christopher Morris ..
in Batticaloa

Oct. 9 — The road leading into the town

~ of Batticaloa in eastern Sri Lanka is

empty. Stray dogs are the only inhabi-
tants of deserted Tamil villages, where
every shop has been gutted by fire and
every house looted.

The army controls isolated check-
points, vulnerable to attack by Tamil
Tiger rebels, but the civilian popula-
tion has fled.

Eastern Sri Lanka is still suffering
greatly from the war between the
Tigers and the Sinhalese-dominated
government. There are more than
100,000 refugees in the Batticaloa dis-:
trict alone, and fear pervades the town. ,

Schools and churches are overflow-:
ing with refugees, who do at least have;
a roof over their heads and adequate:
food rations. People who have fled into"
the surrounding scrubland jungles are’
less fortunate. Many are sleeping
under coconut leaves and bits of plastic
sheeting, and soon the monsoon rains’
will come. ‘
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* DECEPTION,
THE MOSSAD WAY

Was the Israeli intelligence agency
Mossad engaged in two-timing — pro-
viding training and supplying weapons
to the Sri Lankan security forces and
at the same time providing training
and supplying weapons to the LTTE?
Was the Mossad responsible for a false
feasibility report for a construction
project in the Mahaweli Development
Scheme which was funded by the
World Bank and funds obtained from
the Bank for the project were used for
the purchase of equipment for the Sri
Lankan Army? These questions and
other related matters are the subject of
a one-man Commission of Inquiry
appointed recently by President Pre-
madasa following the revelations con-
tained in the recently released book
titled ‘By Way of Deception: The Mak-
ing and Unmaking of a Mossad Officer’
authored by an ex-Mossad agent Vic-
tor Ostrovsky.

Described by Newsweek as ‘certainly
sensational’, the book contains 361
pages, eight of which relate to Sri
Lanka.

Ostrovsky was involved in part of
the Mossad operations in Sri Lanka
including the training of cadres from
the LTTE while the Israeli Interest
Section was organising training prog-
rammes for the Sri Lankan security
forces, especially in the establishment
and training of the Special Task Force
(STF), and making arrangements for
experts from Israel in regard to agri-
cultural projects under the Mahaweli
project etc.

When Ostrovsky, a Mossad case
officer, having quit the agency tried to
go public with his tale of ‘greed, lust
and total lack of respect for human life’
in the agency, senior officers first tried
persuasion and then tried to buy his
silence. And when the author refused,
the government of Israel went to court
in Toronto and New York in an
attempt to prevent publication on the
ground that the book would ‘dissemi-
nate extremely confidential informa-
tion’ that could ‘endanger the lives of
various people in the employ of the
state of Israel and would be de-
trimental to the state of Israel’. The
success of the government of Israel in
prohibiting the publication and sale of
the book by obtaining a restraining
order from the New York State Sup-
reme Court proved to be short-lived
when the Appellate Division over-
turned the restraining order. The book
hit the Number One spot in the New
York Times best seller list having sold
out 50,000 copies in less than a week.

The substantial part of the book

deals with Mossad’s undercover activi-
ties in the USA including the allega-
tions that the agency was responsible
for engineering the enforced resigna-
tion of the U.S. United Nations
Ambassador Andrew Young because
he was suspected of being pro-PLO and
that, although the agency knew in
advance, it failed to give the US. a
specific warning about the Shi’ite
suicide attack on the American Marine
base in Beirut where 241 GIs were
killed in 1983, :

In the section dealing with Sri
Lanka, Ostrovsky deals with two main
aspects of Mossad’s involvement — how
it helped to cheat the World Bank and
divert funds the Bank provided to
purchase arms and how it trained and
sold weapons to the government and
Tamil guerrillas at the same time.

The book describes how, in order to
convince the World Bank of the feasi-
bility of the Mahaweli Project, the
Mossad brought in two Israeli
academics, one an economist from
Jerusalem University, the other a pro-
fessor of agriculture, to write scholarly
papers explaining its importance and
its cost. A major Israeli construction
company, Solel Bonah, was given a
large contract for part of the job.

‘Periodically World Bank repre-
sentatives would go to Sri Lanka for
spot checks, but the locals had been
taught how to fool these inspectors by
taking them on circuitous routes —
easily explained for security reasons —
then back to the same, quite small area
where some construction had actually
been carried out for just this purpose’.”

Ostrovsky says that he was assigned
to escort President Jayawardene’s
daughter-in-law Penny ‘on a secret
visit to Israel. She knew me as Simon’.
‘We took her wherever she wanted to
go. We were talking in general terms,
but she insisted on telling me about the
project and how money for it was
financing equipment for the army. She
was complaining that they weren’t
really getting on with it. Ironically, the
project had been invented to get money
from the World Bank to pay for those
weapons’.

Ostrovsky says that training was

provided by the Mossad to the mem-

bers of the Sri Lankan security forces.

and Tamil Guerrillas in penetration
techniques, mining landings, com-
munications, and to sabotage Dvora
class fast patrol boats — the very same
boats the Israelis had earlier sold to
the government for deployment
against Tamil rebels. . . . the Sri Lank-
an government has accused Indian
officials of arming and training Tamils.

They should be accusing the Mossad’. =

‘The real problem started about two

weeks into the courses, when both the
Tamils and the Sinhalese — unknown,
to each other of course, were training

at Kfar Sirkin’. Although the base was

a large one, on one occasion the two

groups passed within a few yards of
each other while they were out Jjogging.

‘After their basic training routine at

Kfar Sirkin, the Sinhalese were taken

to the naval base to be taught essentia-

ly how to deal with all the techiques

the Israelis had just taught the Tamils.

It was pretty hectic. We had to dream

up punishments or night training exer-

cises just to keep them busy, so that

both groups wouldn’t be in Tel Aviv at

the same time’.

In subsequent interviews on TV and
to newspapers, Ostrovsky claimed that
Mossad gave the Tigers training in the
manufacture and use of landmines
which accounted for the most number
of casualties among Sri Lankan secur-
ity forces and the sale to them of
weapons were on a cash-and carry
basis. A lot of mines provided to the
Tigers were those taken by Israel in its
wars against Syria, Egypt and the
PLO. ‘They were refurbished and sold
to the Tamils. If anything is found the
indications are all Soviet-made’. They -
also bought ‘Jots and lots of flares, :
almost everything that was available
that could be sold to them, including :
mines of all sorts, various types bullets,
rubber boats and water-resistant
pouches’.

Asked about the purchases made by
the security forces, Ostrovsky said that
they bought various kinds of Uziz
starting from the sub-machine gun
right down to the Uzi pistols. They also
bought Galil assault rifles, light
machine guns, shoulder-carried field
missiles and Eagle pistols.

Referring to the duplicity of the
provision of training in Israel to both
the security forces and Tamil guerril-
las at the same time, Ostrovsky said,
‘the joke doing the rounds among some
of the Israelis in the training camps at
that time was: “Why do we want to
send these guys back to Sri Lanka?
why don’t we take them to field here
and let them fight the war here? It
would save a lot of civilian lives”, We
were laughing about it, and in the
evening when you went home you
started thinking about it. “Hey, wait a ,
minute, this is wrong”. But you see,
Mossad does not regard anybody as
people unless they belong to Mossad’.

The Colombo media men, who were
quite conspicuous by their silence
when the Israeli Interest Section was
opened under the auspices of the US
Embassy in Colombo and when the
Israeli intelligence services started to .
train the Sri Lankan security services,
are now screaming about ‘the perfi-
dious role of the Israelis who came in
the guise of friends and then proved to .
be worse than enemies’ and about,

Continued On Page 10 -
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“Their capacity for duplicity can only be
matched by their capacity for bet-
raying even their best friends’— H.L.D.

Mahindapala in the Sunday Observer,

30.9.90. The article titled ‘The Zionist
Conspiracy’ by Tisaranee Gunasekera
(Sunday Island 30.10.90) even raises
the frightful prospect of further Israeli

destabilisation of Sri Lanka: ‘If they

have no qualms about treating friends
this way, and they didn’t mind work-
ing against the Jayawardene govern-
ment which invited them to Sri Lanka,
would they have second thoughts ab-
out trying to destabilise Sri Lanka now
specially after the severing of all rela-
tions?”

* MERGER IN THE
MELTING POT

The merger of the North and Eastern
Provinces was one of the basic de-
mands of the Tamil speaking people,
and this was one of the achievements
resulting from the much maligned
Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement of 1987.
But today the question of delinking the
presently merged two provinces is
being strongly canvassed by some poli-

tical parties before the so-called All-

Party Conference. President Premada-
sa, whose antipathy to the Indo-Sri
Lanka Agreement and to all that it
entailed was never concealed, is ‘en-
couraging’ discussion with a view to
reaching a decision (one can anticipate
what that is going to be) through
‘conciliation, compromise and consen-
sus’. And the newspapers in Colombo
are full of propaganda material advo-
cating the delinking of the two pro-
vinces.

The situation has been made more
complicated by the Muslim political

parties which have become more stri-
dent, particularly after the Kattank-
udy mosque massacres, in the articula-
tion of their demand for a separate
Provincial Council in the East to repre-
sent the Muslim population. The Sri
Lanka Muslim Congress, which had
previously accepted the merged N-E
Province, is now saying that there
should be three Councils — one for the
north and two for the East, with
provision for the North and East Tamil
Councils to join if they wish. The
Muslim United Liberation Front is
against a merger but advocates two
ethnic-based Councils — one for the
Tamils one for the Muslims with equal
powers directly devolved from the cen-
tre. The Muslim League is against the
merger, but if there is going to be a
merger, it wants a separate Council to
represent the Muslims. The Muslim
Assembly is against the merger and
wants one Council to cover the entire
Eastern Province for the Tamils, Mus-
lims and Sinhalese. As the LTTE is
battling it out with government forces

totally disinterested in the goings-on in
Colombo, and the EROS/EDP having
gone into a low political profile and
some of their MPs having sought asy-
lum in foreign lands (some leaders
claim it to be only a temporary ex-
pediency), the other Tamil parties and
groups are engagéd in feverish
attempts to arrive at a formula that
would ensure continued merger of the
two provinces with suitable constitu-
tional arrangements that would
guarantee adequate safeguards for the
protection of the cultural identity of
the Muslim people and their aspira-
tions.

In any case the question of merger,
which was once regarded as a resolved
one, is now in the melting pot.

* OWN-GOAL ON
HUMAN RIGHTS

Remember the news item (Tamil
Times, June ’90) relating to the con-
fiscation of documents relating to hu-
man rights abuses in Sri Lanka at the
Colombo International Airport sent to
Amnesty International and the Editor
of Tamil Times by Member of Parlia-
ment Mr. Mahinda Rajapakse? The
Lankan authorities have done it again,
this time more flagrantly.

On 11 September the same Mahinda
Rajapakse was waylaid on the way to
his plane with documents comprising
thirty photographs of bullet riddled
and smouldering bodies of persons and
533 affidavits sworn by close relatives
containing details of the circumstances
surrounding the ‘disappearance’ of per-
sons and many other related docu-
ments. The MP was on his way to
Geneva to give evidence before the
Working Group on Enforced or In-
voluntary Disappearances of United
Nations Commission on Human
Rights. Some weeks earlier, several
documents, photographs and affidavits
concerning abuse of human rights by
government forces which were given to
DHL, an international delivery ser-
vice, to be sent to Geneva were seized
by customs officials at the Katunayake
Airport.

Assistant Superintendent of Police
Mr. N.C. Kudahetty, having been tip-
ped off previously about the MP’s
impending departure, turned up at the
airport with a team of policemen,
seached his luggage against his will
and confiscated all the documents. The
MP was allowed to board the plane
only after he made a formal statement
to the police. The MP’s protest as to his
rights, the intervention of the Leader
of the Opposition, Mrs. S. Bandar-
anaike, and the fact that the docu-
ments were being taken in consequ-
ence of a request from the UN body did
not prevent the ASP from acting in the
arbitrary manner he did.

When the MP eventually turned up

before the UN body on the appointed
date and related what had happened to
the documents, its Members and UN
officials were outraged. Mr. Rajapakse
who was expected to submit the docu-
ments and give evidence for about an
hour on the question of ‘disappearance’
of persons ended up giving evidence
relating to the disappearance of the
documents for about an hour-and-a-
half. The outraged UN officials
promptly telexed Colombo demanding
the immediate return of the docu-
ments. The officials of the Sri Lanka
mission in Geneva, who have an im-
possible task of defending the island’s
appalling human rights record, were
put in an embarrassing situation so
much so one of them is reported to
have angrily commented, ‘These bas-
tards in Colombo should be hanged for
what they are doing to the country
internationally’.

* BATTLE FOR
GOLD AND CASH

Government forces carried out massive
aerial bombardment of the northern
city of Jaffna destroying thousands of
buildings for three months in an
ostensible effort to break the LTTE
siege of the Jaffna Fort in which about
175 Sri Lankan security service and
police personnel were trapped. Even-
tually, the government forces number-
ing about 800 entered the Fort on 13
September and successfully airlifted
the trapped personnel to safety. On 25
September, the announcement was
made that all government troops,
which had with great difficulty and
suffering many casualties entered the
Fort, had been withdrawn and in effect
the Fort had been abandoned. As soon
as the forces were withdrawn, Tigers
entered the Fort and hoisted their flag
and claimed victory. They also blasted
most of the buildings within the Fort
with dynamite. Among the buildings of
archaeological significance destroyed
were an old Dutch Church and the
‘King’s House’ where heads of state
once stayed during visits to Jaffna.
Now the Fort is almost abandoned.

So why did this brutal battle go on
for three months with all the accom-
panying human and material destruc-
tion.

The Minister of State for Defence,
Ranjan Wijeratne, told a press confer-
ence in Colombo on 26 September that
troops were pulled out and the Fort
abandoned because they had carried
out their intended mission — besides
the evacuation of the trapped person-
nel, the mission was to recover from
the Fort Rs.30 million in gold and
jewellery and Rs.40 million in cash
that had been kept by Jaffna banks in
the Fort vaults.

So now we know what this heroic
battle was all about!
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ROLE OF THE STATE IN THE
ETHNIC CONFLICT OF SRI LANKA

-~ Urmila Phadnis -

Professor, South Asian Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal

Nehru University, New Delhi.

[Paper presented in a Seminar (October 7-10,
1990) on Obstacles to Peace in Sri Lanka,
organised by Minority Rights Group, Swedish
Section, Uppsala, Sweden. ]

That the tensions and conflict between
majority and minority communities
have been a critical issue of political
order and peace-maintenance in plural
societies, more so, in the developing
ones, is self-axiomatic. However, the
nature of such patterns of interaction
has varied, with one minority being
cooperative and the other conflictual.
Besides, the cooperative — consensual —
consociational — competitive — conflag-
rational relationships connote the com-
ponents of accord as much as discord,
harmony as much as cleavages. What
is of salience in this context is the whys
and whats of discord preempting har-
mony and vice-versa.

In this context, the Sri Lankan ex-
perience of majority and minority
relationships' is revealing as well as
instructive. Over the decades since
independence, the cleavages between
the majority community of the Sinhala
and the major minority community of
the Tamils has been under heavy
strain. While such a strain has been
somewhat latent, with occasional
undercurrents among the ‘Indian
Tamils’, with the Sri Lankan Tamils
particularly in the North and East, it
has assumed a virulence and ferocity
unprecedented in its history.

Embedded in such a social rupture in
the civil society of the island state has
been the crisis of the structures and
norms of the Sri Lankan State. Such
crises highlight a conglomerate of con-
tradictions underscoring the democra-
tic and developmental processes in Sri
Lanka. Thus, the contradictions of
developmental experiments and ex-
perience have been such as to give way
to maldevelopment. Democratic struc-
tures have shown similar aberrations.
While the colonial legacies do provide a
crucial context to them, there is no
doubt that the majoritarian thrust of
the post colonial Sri Lankan State
coupled with the policies and perspec-
tives of the state leadership on demo-
cracy and development has been equal-
'y significant. Moreover, the intended
as much as the unintended consequ-
ences of such policies alongside the
momentum of social change have con-
tributed to the social turmoil, with
ethnic conflict being one of its major
manifestations. In the process, peace
has been at siege and political stability
its major casualty in the island-state.

I

Political stability per se may not be a
precursor of peace. Who wants the
peace of an authoritarian state where
protest is muzzled and dissent is sup-
pressed? In any case, such stability can
at best be described as a seeming calm
before the storm.

Alongside, in democratic states too
movements . of protest and change,
leading at times to a state of turmoil
and flux may impart a certain degree
of political instability and yet not be
dysfunctional to the long drawn pur-
suit of peace for a simple reason:
closely related to the pursuit of peace
are also the objectives of justice and
equity.

I am underscoring these values
alongside peace because any discourse
on the obstacles of peace in Sri Lanka
or elsewhere has to be placed in such a
wider context. Otherwise it becomes
sterile. Stability gets equated to status
quo and peace — an empty shell, with-
out the questions as to peace for what?
And for whom?

As such, the identification of the
obstacles to peace in Sri Lanka has its
normative as much as real-politic
dimensions. Closely related to this are
the issues of scope as well as intensity
of such obstacles.

Such obstacles have been anti-
systemic and/or have had to take to
extra-systemic strategies. While the
former has as its major manifestation
in the 1980s in the movement of
People’s Liberation Front (popularly
described by its acronym JVP which
stands for Janatha Vimukti Peramu-
na), the latter, has been epitomised by
the movement for Eelam - a separate
state — for the Tamils in the northern
and eastern areas of the country. With
the Sri Lankan State’s inability to
come to terms with them through
political measures, its increasingly
‘National Security’ orientation marked
by violence zigzagging between low-
high intensity conflict. Consequently,
the Sri Lankan society has been in-
creasingly brutalised and its polity
more and more militarised. In the
process, not only has there been the
Sinhalese qua Sinhalese Tensions
(JVP vs. the ruling Sinhalese elite) but
equally significantly the Sinhalese-
Tamil, majority-minority susceptibili-
ties becoming sharpened and the rela-
tionship marked by mistrust, doubt
and uncertainty regarding inter-group
relationship on the one hand and the
issues of the ‘survival’ of the one time

most forward community — the Sri
Lankan Tamils — on the other. There is
no doubt that different perspectives
can be discerned” regarding the bases
for the explosion of the ethnic conflict
in Sri Lanka. However, irrespective of
the perspective, the role of the state
therein remains very much in the fore
in such political discourses. Any dis-
cussion on the means and modalities
for the pursuit of peace in Sri Lanka
thus has to take note of the linkages
and dichotomies between the state and
society in Sri Lanka as they have
evolved over decades.

While making ethnic conflict as the
focal point in the subsequent sections, 1
have related it to the wider gamut of
forces — external as well as internal —
which have resulted in Sri Lanka
becoming an increasingly militarised
state operative in a manner as to erode
its legitimacy as well as integrative
capabilities.

m . :

Though I do not propose to get into
the somewhat tangled discussion of the
‘return to the state™ in political
theory, it is pertinent to provide a
workable definition of the state. The
State is not merely an area in which
socio-economic battles are waged but
has a certain autonomy of its own. As a
macro-structure, it incorporates a set
of administrative, policing and military
organisations headed and more or less
coordinated by an executive political
authority. These state institutions of
power and authority are built up and
operate within the context of national
and international dynamics.* However,
in multi-ethnic states the ‘ethnic’ na-
ture of the state as perceived and
projected by the power elite of its
various ethnic communities has also
been of critical significance in the
power structure and alignment pat-
terns of society and state. It is here
again that not only the policy avoca-
tions but also, the performance of the
power-wielders underscore the extent
and manner to which the various
ethnic groups are represented in the
power-structure. Equally significant, it
is not merely their representation and
participation but their claim to do so on
behalf of their respective community
which is pertinent. And so is the
perception of the justiceability of their
relative share in the power cakel5 as
well as the accountability of the state
towards them. It is in such a general
context that the nature of the Sri
Lankan state and its role in ethnic
conflict in Sri Lanka needs to be
focussed.

Broadly speaking, the Sri Lankan
political system, as it has evolved has
not been that of the ‘ethnically dis-
persed’ (as in India) but ‘ethnically
centralised’ system.® Briefly stated,
this connotes: (1) the presence of two or
more large groups in constant interac-

Continued On Page 12
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tion in the structures of power and
authority; (2) the nature of such an
interaction even when cooperative,
having a competitive edge with often
the premise being that of a zero-sum
game and not otherwise; (3) the pat-
tern of interaction implying the major-
ity-minority relationship perceived
and/or projected as that of dominant-
subordinate relationship. The effectiv-
ity of such a perception and projection
is heavily contingent on the level of the
minority group’s consciousness, the na-
ture of its expectations vis-a-vis the
state and its actual as well as expected
share in the institutions of power and
authority of the state.

In the Sri Lankan case, the Tamils
have been a numerical minority but
regionally, they are a majority.” Cou-
pled with this has been the factor of
their proximity and cultural-linguistic
affinity with the Tamils of Tamilnadu
across the Palk Straits which has
induced a sense of self-perceived
minority complex among the Sinhalese
community. Such a minority complex,
nurtured through select historical
memories of Tamil invasion from the
Tamil north (South Indian states) dur-
ing the pre-western colonial period had
occasional outbursts during the British
colonial rule. This was partly due to
the nature of the colonial state and
partly due to the political exigencies as
managed and manipulated by the lead-
ership of the various political groups —
communal as well as non-communal.

Briefly stated, the major attributes
of the colonial state in Sri Lanka were:
(a) its highly unitary character which
however did not disturb the pattern of
traditional power structure at the local
level; (b) development of a dual econo-
mic structure marked by the export
oriented plantation sector (with all its
colonial concomittants) on the one
hand and rural sector on the other.
Though having a small number of
families as owners of big land holding,
the nature of plantation culture in the
colony was such as to marginalise
agriculture, create non-self-sufficiency
in major food commodities and thereby
lead to dependency on the vagaries of
international markets; (c) strong all-
island communication network which
facilitated movement of those who
could afford it. Though connoting the
pre-eminence of a highly westernised
class of ‘Brown sahibs’, such a com-
munication network existed side by
side with the indigenous patterns of
networking in education, religion,
medicine etc.”

During the British period, the in-
digenous power elite — both Sinhala,
Tamil, Muslims and burghers — shared
part of the colonial spoils. In fact, till
the early 20s the Sinhalese and the
Tamil elite had joined hands in deman-
ding greater autonomy from their colo-
nial masters. It is not without signifi-
cance that in 1912 the first Ceylonese

to be elected to the legislative council

was a Tamil, Sir Ponnambalam Rama--

nathan. His brother, Sir Ponnamba-
lam Arunachalam was the first Presi-
dent of Ceylon Reform League (1917)
as also of Ceylon National Congress

(1919) which was founded jointly by

the Sinhalese and the Tamil elite.
During this period, the Tamils did not
‘regard themselves as a minority but
aspired to equality with Sinhalese as
one of the two majority groups as
indeed their enfranchised segment was
under the restricted franchise then
prevailing’? With English education
being the major qualification for en-
franchisement and the Tamils in the
north having an early start in English
education, it was not surprising that at
this stage they had accounted for more
than half of the educated Ceylonese.
However, in democratic politics where
numbers mattered, such a concept of
‘two majority communities’ was bound
to be fragile as much as artificial.

The rupture of the Ceylon National
Congress in 1922 along ethnic lines,
the formation of Sinhalese and Tamil
ethnic parties (e.g., Tamil Mahajana
Sabha, Sinhala Mahasabha, Tamil
Congress etc.) had the submersion/
incorporation of one community by the
other being the underlying assumption
of both. Though the left parties did
challenge such ethnicity based fear
syndrome as contrived and politically
manipulative, yet they were too weak
to make a dent particularly in the
countryside.

The introduction of universal adult
franchise in 1931 — a gift of the colonial
masters to its then unwilling recipients
— provided a greater impetus to the
projection and propagation of such
apprehension. If the Tamil minority
felt vulnerable due to its numerical
weakness, the Sinhalese, among other
factors had opposed it because of the
grant of franchise rights to the ‘Indian
Tamils’.’” However, not only did the
colonial state go ahead with the uni-
versal adult franchise but also let it
have an open field in the political
arena.

Unlike India, where the imperial
policy of ‘divide et empera’ was a
political exigency for colonial survival
and sustenance on many occasions, the
British Raj did not need to resort to it
in the island-colony because of the
moderate and pliable character of the
majority community leadership (ex-
cept the left parties) itself. The forma-
tion of an all Sinhalese ministry after
the 1936 elections was an indication of
such an orientation. And so was the
rejection of the Tamil Congress de-
mand of 50-50 i.e., parity of repre-
sentation of all minorities groups with
the majority community which in any
case would have implied not parity but
weightage in view of the numerical
proportion of all the minority com-
munities being less than one-third of
the total population."

As such, the policies and strategies
of the British colonial state evolved in
a manner as to maintain a certain
equilibrium between the various com-
munities. Though somewhat shaky it
not only served imperial interest but
what is more, did not let the majority-
minority coexistence go beyond the
competitive point. Here again, a cer-
tain pattern in power sharing can be
discerned with the minority elite hav-
ing a pre-eminence in bureaucracy,
business as well as certain professions
like law and medicine and the majority
community elite having a political
ascendency as the junior partners o
the Raj. »«

In the post-independence period,
ethnic politics acquired a sharper edge
as the ethnic equilibrium in terms of
power sharing and its management
was disturbed. While the colonial
antecedents did have their input in
such a process particularly due to the
contradictions embedded therein, it
was in the main a concomittant of the
pressures and pulls ensconced in the
perspectives, policies and performance
of the state leadership vis-a-vis the
accommodation of minority commun-
ity’s demand in a society marked by
mass politics and a pace of rapid social
change.

|AY

As in the other post colonial states,
in the Sri Lanka context too, irrespec-
tive of the structural differences in the
form of governance, there has been an
increasing expansion of the activities
of the state. In the process, in addition
to its role as a protector, the state was
perceived, for historical reasons, as
assuming the role of a provider for its
citizenry. The welfarist orientation of
the state had already made a begin-
ning at the fag end of the colonial
period when education was made free
from K.G. to University level and
compulsory to those upto 14 years of
age; health services were available at
highly subsidized rates communication
facilities were speedy and cheap and
last but not the least, subsidized prices
for rice — the staple food as well as a
few other essential items like sugar —
were provided for.

Not surprisingly, therefore, in the
early decades of independence, the
island-state was internationally
acclaimed a model of welfarist demo-
cracy among the third world countries.
The PQL (Physical Quality of Life
indicators, e.g., literacy, low rate of
infant mortality and high rate of
longevity) in Sri Lanka has turned out
to be one of the highest in Asia.
Elections based on universal adult
franchise (introduced as early as 1931)
were held at fairly regular intervals
since independence in 1948 till 1977
with one of the two major parties, the
United National Party (UNP) and the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) com-
ing alternately to power. Electoral par-
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ticipation, reflecting its participant
political culture, was as high as 87% in
1977 elections with less than half per
cent of the invalid polled. With voting
age being reduced to 18 years since
1960 and the ‘new voters’ accounting
for more than 10% of voters in virtual-
ly every election, the political aware-
ness and volatility of a highly youthful
civil society did determine the electoral
verdict to some extent.

As regards economy, going by its
growth rate it did not seem to have
done too badly with the rate of growth
averaging about 3 per cent annually
during the 50s and 60s, and with the
introduction of the open economy and
massive dose of foreign aid, rising to 6
per cent per annum towards the end of
the 70s and the early 80s after the
UNP had assumed power. Finally,
though, somewhat limited, measures
were also taken towards land distribu-
tion through land reforms including
nationalisation of British owned
plantation companies.”

However, embedded in such im-
pressive politico-economic indicators
were a number of contradictions with
new contradictions finding expression
as a consequence of the nature of
power alignments in the state struc-
ture as well as some of its policies and
measures in socio-economic spheres.

To begin with, in the economic
sphere, in terms of the dominant mod-
es of production and relations of pro-
duction Sri Lanka has continued to be
a classical case of a dependent capital-
ist system. Notwithstanding the fre-
quent rhetoric of self-reliance, its
domestic bourgeoisie and other elite
groups had failed to extricate them-
selves from the dominant colonial
mode of economy. If at all, the econo-
mic arena has been marked by diverse
mix of state capital and private capital
— both domestic and external. If the
SLFP regime for instance moved to
greater state control in a number of
sectors and thereby expanded the role
of state capital, the UNP regime, parti-
cularly since 1977, emphasised on
‘open economy’ which still left con-
siderable leeway for state intervention
and control in various economic
sectors.'

- However, with the population explo-
sion, rising expectations of its youth
were such as to lead to a mismatch
between an overheated polity and a
virtually stagnant economy resulting
in political dissent on the one hand and
higher inflation, increasing unemploy-
ment coupled with stringent controls
during the SLFP regime (1970-77) on
the other. After coming to power in
1977 the UNP replaced it by a domes-
tic version of monetarist-supply side
economic policies. For a brief while this
yielded dramatic results such as a
buoyant investment climate, a fall in
unemployment and an apparent end to
a situation of scarcity. However, it also
curtailed indiscriminate open import

policy (affecting some of the nascent
indigenous industries as well as food
crops) coupled with fostering an elitist
oriented consumerist culture. There
was, thus, a mismatch between ‘redis-
tribution with growth’, and a gap be-
tween the expectations and perceived
capabilities vis-a-vis the economic
situation of its growing lower middle
strata created a potentially explosive
situation.

This was accentuated because of the
social status of the power wielders.
Though the electoral politics, in theore-
tical terms, opened the avenues for all,
in effect, a considerably large number
of power wielders — whether in govern-
ment or in oppesition, continued to be
drawn from the upper strata of the Sri
Lankan society. This is reflected in the
socio-economic profile of the legislators
as well as those in bureaucracy.
Though, over the decades, the number
of English educated MPs decreased
and there was an increase in Sinhala
educated in 1970 elections, hardly a
handful had a humble socio-economic
background. The number of landown-
ers, businessmen and other profession-
als continued to be significant — a
phenomena which continued in the
1977 elections.

During this period the state response
to the political dissent and protest
appeared to have become increasingly
tyrannical. There was a perceptible
trend towards increasing concentra-
tion of power at the top particularly
since the 70s — (with the Prime-
Ministerial government of the SLFP
paving the way to the Executive Pres-
idency during the UNP regime). This
was marked by a scant regard for the
traditional adherence to the separation
of powers between the major organs of
the government, dilution of the ‘un-
committed’ character of the bureaucra-
cy, stringent measures on the freedom
of the press through legislative fiats or
take-overs. The extension of parlia-
ment through a legislative fiat in 1972
and the recourse to a referendum in
1982 instead of holding general elec-
tions as scheduled were perceived as
acts of political manipulation by the
ruling regime and further alienated
those on the periphery.”

A violent revolt against the anti-
democratic tendencies of the state as
well as the high caste-class character
of its power wielders had found an
expression in the 1971 Sinhala-
Buddhist insurrection of the JVP
which had been quelled with external
assistance but the simmerings against
the non-democratic, highly centralised
and increasingly personalised tenden-
cies of the state persisted as was
evident from the resurgence of the
JVP in the 1980s.

Underlining the youth unrest had
been the politicisation and perception
of the abuse of political power by the
youth, more so since 1970 when, the
parliamentary victories involving mas-

sive majorities led not only to post
election violence but also to the percep-
tion that ‘winner takes all’. A Pres-
idential Commission on youth unrest
summed up the perception of the youth
vis-a-vis the abuses and excesses of
politicisation as follows:

(a) abuse of political power in the
recruitment of personnel to the public
service;

(b) misapplication of political power
in the grant of public licence and
contract to the supporters of the ruling
party;

(c) the abuse of political power in the
undermining of existing democratic
institutions; and

(d) political interference in the day-
to-day governmental administration.'s

As regards the Tamil youth, such
abuses of political power among the
two dominantly Sinhalese Buddhist
political parties was such as to further
peripheralise his position in the deci-
sion making processes and opportunity
structures. However, alongside the
tendencies leading to the JVP phe-
nomenon, the Tamil discontent had
another dimension — an ethnic edge —
connoting a revolt against the ma-
Joritarian thrust of the Sri Lankan
State. More so, while the JVP had as
its ostensible objective a radically res-
tructured Sri Lankan State, the Tamil :
militants had its break-up — a separate
Tamil Eelam - as their goal on the plea
that the Sinhala-Buddhist domination
of the Sri Lankan State had been such
as to afford hardly any leeway for the
Tamil community to have a stake
therein and to live with a sense of
honour, equality and justice. The roots
of such a feeling of discrimination and
deprivation of the Tamils lay in the
policies of the State in the post-
independence era which tended to be
amalgamative and not pluralistic.

(To be continued)
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The MuSIim Predicament

by Dr. Ameer Ali
Department of Management Studies
University Brunei Darussalam

The political developments in Sri
Lanka after 1977 have left its one
million strong Muslim community in a
state of bewilderment. Even before
that date the community never had a

long term and well considered strategy

to conduct itself to safety and survival
amidst the twists and turns of tlfe
nation’s turbulent political waters.
Perhaps, the relative calmness of the
atmosphere which prevailed in nation-
al politics before the seventies pre-
vented the need for such considera-
tions. Muslim leadership which eman-
ated perennially from the commercial

and propertied classes of Colombo and ;

its adjacent districts viewed the de-
velopments in the country through its
own glasses of parochial interests.
Joining with one or the other of the
socalled national parties namely, the
U.N.P. and the S.L.F.P. and prevent-
ing the Tamils from doing the same
was thought to be the best possible
political tactic which the Muslims
should adopt if they are to promote
their own community interests. Here
again one can justify the Muslim atti-
tude if one looks at the trend of
communal politics which was played at
that time. .

Ever since the issue of official lan-
guage was introduced into the election
manifestos of the major political par-
ties in the fifties Sinhala-Tamil com-
munalism which until then occupied
only the back stage of Sri Lankan
politics now appeared at the centre.
From then on and at every general
election the U.N.P. and the SL.F.P.
were rivalling to improve on each
other’s Sinhala chauvinistic image to
stay in political power. The Tamil
Congress and the Federal Party did
the same in their enclaves.

While communal politics was suc-
cessfully polarising the two major
ethnic communities, Muslim lead-
ership quite understandably viewed
the situation with a business motive.
Why not make hay while the sun

shines? They allied with either the

U.N.P. or the SL.FP. and won as
much favours as possible sometimes
even at the expense of the disen-
chanted Tamil community. To the ma-
jor parties of course Muslim friendship
was a useful thing because they could
pose themselves to the international
community with a noncommunal im-
age and were even able to exploit the
Muslim friendship, as the S.L.F.P. did
successfully, to win economic favours
from the oil rich Arabs.

In order to continue this friendly
relationship, the Colombo Muslim
leaders had to demonstrate to their
political allies that the entire Muslim

community was behind them and that
their voice was the voice of the com-
munity at large. More than one third of
the Sri Lankan Muslims live in the
northern and eastern regions of the
country. They live among Tamils,

speak the Tamil language and share.

the economic interests with the
Tamils. What is more, these Muslims
live in villages which are thickly popu-
lated with their own kind but placed
alternatively in between equally popu-
lated Tamil villages. The Muslims in
this part are largely rural settlers. This
characteristic of their settlement is of
crucial importance when we look at
any possible solution to the current
Muslim predicament. Unlike the Mus-
lims in these two regions, those living
in the rest of Sri Lanka are more fluent
in Sinhala language, and do not every-
where dwell in concentrated Muslim
villages. Their settlements are mostly
urban and the rural folk live scattered
among Sinhalese villagers. To the
Muslim leadership however, this dicho-
tomy did not appear to be a divisive

element. To them the Islamic brother-

hood and religious unity surpassed
every other division in the community.
They always believed that they could
speak and make decisions for the en-
tire community in the name of Islam.
The behaviour of the Tamil parties
further enhanced the position of the
Colombo Muslim leadership. Of the
two parties the F.P. in particular did

never treat the Muslims as a political

force to be reckoned with.

In the view of the Tamil leaders, theb

Muslims in Sri Lanka are a business

community and all that this commun-.
ity needs is the facility to carry on its.

trading profession. Political power
sharing and constitutional and admi-
nistrative matters should be decided
by the Sinhalese and Tamils only.
Although outwardly and when it
suited its own interests, the Federal
Party leaders claimed to represent the
Tamil speaking people, including the
Muslims, when it came to action they
always eliminated the Muslim variable
from their equation.

The history of Tamil discrimination
against the Muslims dates back to
pre-independence days and this is not
the place to trace that history. Because
of this unpleasant past, however, the
Muslims in the Tamil areas and the
Muslim community as a whole always
mistrusted the Tamil leaders. This
meant that the Muslims in the Tamil
areas had no alternative but to rally
round their own leaders who spoke for
them from Colombo. Of course, there
were a few Muslim parliamentarians
from the Tamil areas who even held

portfolios in the Government. They
neither had the intellectual stature nor
the economic strength to equal the
influence of their Colombo counter-
parts.

This tradition of depending on the
Colombo centre to make decisions for
the regional periphery led quite in-
advertently to the deepening of the
dichotomy referred to earlier but again
it was not allowed to surface and was
successfully submerged by the over
arching Islamic unity. When the
Sinhala Only Act was introduced in
the parliament, the Muslim leadership
supported it wholeheartedly without
thinking how it was going to affect the
Muslims in the Tamil areas. While the
Tamils were protesting against the
Bill, staging satyagrahas and getting
harassed by the Sinhalese mob and
government forces, the Muslim com-
munity by opting to support the Bill
not only enjoyed the protection of the
forces but also stood to gain a number
of favours from the government in the
field of education, employment and
cultural advancement. It was a politic-
al dilemma for the Muslim leadership.
Had they opposed the bill, the com-
munity in the Sinhala areas would
have certainly suffered the same fate
as did the Tamils in the hands of the
Sinhala extremists. Therefore they
supported it on the confidence that the
government forces would be strong
enough to provide protection to their
brethren in the North and East.
Although the government lived up to
the expectations of the Muslim lead-
ership yet, in the continuing saga of
Tamil-Muslim mistrust, another seed
had been planted which was to poison
the intercommunal relationship even
further.

During this period however, there
were progressive forces in the country
which realized the dangers of commun-
al politics. The Ceylon Communist Par-
ty (C.P.) and the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party (L.S.S.P.) were clamouring for:
parity of status for Sinhala and Tamil
languages and campaigned through-
out the country with a radically diffe-
rent election manifesto. They demons-
trated to the people of all communities
how the propertied and commercial
classes in the country were exploiting
the language issue to maintain their
economic and political dominance. Un-
less the economy of the nation was
restructured and freed from the clutch-
es of the vested interests, they pointed
out that communalism would flourish
to the detriment of the unity of the
nation and that oppression of the
downtrodden and minority groups
would continue. The C.P. and L.S.S.P.
stalwarts were a group of radicals who
hoped to bring about the necessary
changes through the parliamentary
process and not a bunch of hard live
revolutionaries bent on carrying out
an armed struggle to achieve their
objective. The methodology of change
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which they sought to adopt fitted in
with the cultural ethos of Sri Lanka.
Yet, they failed and with their failure,
the minorities in the country particu-
larly the Tamils and the Muslims lost
an opportunity to strengthen a politic-
al group which emerged from a Sinha-
la base to achieve political and econo-
mic fairness to all. For a time the C.P.
and L.S.S.P. tried to join hands with
the S.L.F.P. and tried to bring about
the necessary changes from within a
grand coalition. But it was too late to
arrest the communal cancer which had
spread to every part of the national.
body.

i As the seventies drew to a close,
several conditions which the Muslims
thought would remain constant
started changing rapidly. First of all,
the system of parliamentary democra-
¢y based on the British model was
replaced by a Presidential system with
proportional representation in the
legislature. This was the biggest blow
to the political survival of the Muslim
community.

The Muslim leadership accepted this
change without even a murmur.

Secondly, the assumption that the.

Tamil struggle for their rights and
privileges would continue to remain
non-violent was shattered when the
Tamil youths resorted to armed strug-
gle. No one in Sri Lanka, not even in
one’s wildest of dreams expected that

the passive and servile Jaffna Tamil

will one day carry a gun to fight for his
political rights. The rise of the Tiger
movement in the Tamil areas just like
the rise of the Jathika Vimukthi Pera-
muna (J.V.P.) in the Sinhala areas
marked the end of one generation of
political leadership and the beginning
of another.

Thirdly, the geographical proximity
of the island to the Indian mainland
now posed an immediate threat to Sri
Lanka’s political sovereignty. From
now on Sri Lankan internal problems
became an important variable in Indi-
an domestic politics.

While these changes were taking
place outside the Muslim community,
within itself there was a new develop-
ment as a result of the language policy
of the country. Since the medium of
instruction in schools from the sixties
has been either Sinhala or Tamil, the
Muslim children who live in the respec-
tive areas have adopted the dominant
language of the region as their
medium of instruction. Consequently,
by the eighties there appeared a new
generation of Muslim youth nearly
two-thirds of whom spoke in a lan-
guage which the other one third could
not understand and vice versa. To
these Sinhala educated Muslim
youths, even the Friday sermons in the
mosques which were delivered in
Tamil were beyond comprehension.
These young people are the future

Continued On Page 16

Anti-Muslim Violen

ce in the North-East

— N. Shanmugaratnam -
Associate Professor, (Agricultural University, Norway)

Once again we are forced to ask
ourselves the basic questions:
Where is the Tamil liberation strug-
gle heading to? What does Tamil
liberation mean? How do Tamil
militants differentiate between
friends and enemies of the struggle?

It is indeed tragic that Tamil
groups have often engaged them-
selves in terrorising and killing in-
nocent Tamils, Muslims and
Sinhalese in the North and East.
That no group makes any claim for
such massacres is in itself proof of
the fact that these acts are coward-
ly, criminal and shameful. It is not
heroic to kill unarmed and innocent
civilians in the name of anyone’s
liberation. The current anti-Muslim
tendency in the Tamil national
movement is highly disturbing to
those who believe in preserving the
fraternal ties between different
ethnic groups and promoting the
just struggles of the minorities in
Lanka.

I think that Tamil nationalism
has degenerated into a mirror im-
age of its enemy — Sinhala national-
ism. The militants set out with
great zeal to liberate the Tamil
people from the oppression by the
Sinhala Buddhist state but the
dominant tendencies in the Tamil
liberation movement are clearly au-
thoritarian and militarist. They
have failed to understand the most
basic precondition for a viable Tamil
speaking political unit in the North
and East, i.e. the mass consent of
the Muslim people living in this
area. The recent attacks on Mus-
lims only reveal the chauvinistic,
intolerant nature of Tamil national-
ism towards the Muslim communi-
ties inhabiting the traditional Tamil
speaking areas. These inhuman and
politically counter productive acts
have given the Sri Lankan govern-
ment a powerful tool to keep the
Tamils and the Muslims divided and
play one against the other. The
state, which is the real oppressor of
all communities in this country, has
now taken upon itelf the dubious
role of mediator and peacemaker
while bombing the North and kill-
ing many civilians and displacing
thousands of families.

It is of some consolation to note
that several Tamil groups have con-
demned the anti-Muslim violence.
But, it is time we addressed the
more fundamental political task of
understanding Tamil nationalism
as an ideology and how authoritar-
ianism and militarism have gained

the upper hand and subverted the
very essence of a freedom struggle. I
think that the most hegemonic form
of Tamil nationalism is as chauvi-
nistic and reactionary as Sinhala
nationalism.

The militants have effectively
alienated themselves and the Tamil
community they claim to lead from
the Muslim people. What sense does
it make to talk of a merged North-
East when the Muslim people have ~
been made to feel so insecure? The
Tamil liberation movement has
failed to understand the feelings of
the Muslim people and their right to
define their identity in their own
terms. It appears that some of the
Tamil groups have inherited the
blunted sensibilities of the old Tamil
leadership toward the Muslim peo-
ple’s desire for relative autonomy.

Due to the peculiarities of Lank-
an political history, the Muslim peo-
ple have sought to establish their
identity more on the basis of their
faith than on language. Let’s not
forget that they were the first com-
munity to be at the receiving end of
communalist violence in this coun-
try in 1915. The gross incapacity of
successive Tamil leaderships to
understand the Muslim people’s
dilemma and empathise with a fel-
low minority group has further
reinforced their option of giving
primacy to their religion in defining
their identity.

It is absolutely essential that the
Tamil liberation movement uncon-
ditionally recognises the Muslim
people’s right to preserve and de-
velop their identity in their own
terms. This is a fundamental pre-
condition for the peaceful co-
existence of the two communities in
the North and East. But this pre-
condition can not be satisfied with-
out a radical political transforma-
tion of the Tamil liberation move-
ment itself into a truly mass move-
ment guided by the ideals of parti-
cipatory people’s democracy. I may
quote from an earlier piece by me,
‘Seven days in Jaffna — Life under
Indian Occupation’ written in June
1989, the words of two persons I
met. ‘. . .In a fundamental sense our
liberation struggle has yet to begin:’
(a man) '

‘They (the militants) talk of 1i-
beration of our land. They vow to
fight to the last to defend the Tamil
soil. They are heroic, but what is
this soil without us, the people’ (a
woman)
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parents and one can easily surmise
that the Muslim dichotomy mentioned
earlier has become a permanent cleav-
age. One thing that comes out of this
development is the irrelevance of the
Colombo based leadership to the Mus-
lims of North and East.

Muslims are now a divided community
in Sri Lanka and the superficial reli-
gious unity is not sufficient to give any
Muslim personality to make decisions
for the entire Muslim population. This
fact, although difficult to digest, must
be accepted by the Muslim politicians.
The Sri Lanka Muslim Congress
(SLMC) led by a young man from the
Eastern Province is, if anything, the
reflection of this division.

Today, the unitary system of govern-
ment in Sri Lanka is in jeopardy.
Already, there is a de facto division of
the country. It is a matter of time
before this becomes de jure. What is to
be decided is not whether there is
going to be a division but what sort of a
division it is going to be. The objective
of creating an independent and
sovereign Tamil country in the north-
ern and eastern parts of Sri Lanka can
remain a romantic dream as long as
the fifty million Tamils in South India
are going to live without an indepen-
dent country. This requires an ex-
planation. In the eyes of the interna-
tional community, South India is the
home of Tamil civilization. By virtue of
historical facts, South India is the
custodian of Tamil culture and the
universal spokesman on Tamil in-
terests. Tamil Nadu has a hegemonic
influence over Tamil affairs. This
situation is bound to change if an
independent Tamil country is going to
be established somewhere in the world
even on a one acre piece of land. This
country will be a sovereign state will
have a national flag and will have
representation in the international
community of United Nations. There-
after, for all intents and purposes, that
tiny country will be the spokesman on
Tamil affairs. After all Tamil Nadu is
only a state within India. It is very
difficult to think that South Indians
will easily surrender their hegemonic

position to a tiny Eelam. Therefore, it .
will be in their interest to abort the .

birth of Eelam. The D.M.K. and

A.DMK. support to the different
groups of Tamil fighters in Sri Lanka .
should be viewed more in the light of ..
those parties’ political rivalry than in -

terms of their genuine commitment to
Eelam.
The alternative for the Tamil youths

is to achieve a federal state on the .

Indian model. The present dialogue

between the Sri Lankan government
and the Liberation Tamil Tigers
(L.T.T.) points towards that solution. It -
is in the light of this prospective solu- |
tion the Muslims have to decide upon ,

their future political strategy.

live in a dreamland.

The Muslim community today is ay
linguistically divided community in Sri*

Lanka, and the prospective federalism -
will deepen this division. Their situa-
tion will be analogous to the Urdu

speaking Muslims and Tamil speaking:

Muslims in the North and South of’
India. Each group has to devise its,
political strategy and mode of action in}
the light of the regional context. This'
means the Muslims of the North and
East of Sri Lanka must first come to a-
settlement with the Tamil groups
which are fighting for dominance in
that region. They can even play the
role of power brokers amongst the
rivalling parties. Instead, to bargain
with the Colombo government for a
separate province for the Muslims and
to arm the Muslim youth to fight the
heavily armed and militarily trained
Tamil guerrillas is suicidal. The
S.L.M.C. appears to have misunder-
stood the predicament of the Muslims
in the Tamil areas.

The type of Muslim settlement in the
Northern and Eastern regions do not
make a Muslim province feasible. The
Muslim villages are not clustered
together as a contiguous unit to create
one. One of the arguments advanced
by the proponents of the Muslim pro-
vince solution was that in a merged
administrative unit of the Northern
and Eastern provinces, the proportion
of the Muslims which is about 32
percent in the present Eastern Pro-
vince will be decimated to about 19
percent in the merged unit. This arith-
metic although it is true fails to consid-
er the other side of the picture. In the
Northern Province where the Muslims
are only about 10 percent at the mo-
ment will be strengthened by the mer-
ger because of the addition from the
Eastern Province. Therefore whether
the merger will weaken or strengthen,
the Muslims in terms of their number
and proportion depends on the angle
from which one looks at.

Even the 19 per cent is not a small
proportion in politics. A united Muslim
community can become a powerful
pressure group when the majority
community gets divided into rival fac-
tions. There are a number of divisive
forces within the Tamil community
which are bound to erupt in times of
political power determination. ’

It is wrong and suicidal to confront
the Tamil fighters with armed
strength. Which ever the group that
has prompted this action has made a
terrible blunder.

First of all, the Muslim youths who
are carrying guns are not trained to
fight a regular army let alone a guer-
rilla force. Secondly, there is no exter-
nal support for the Muslims to finance
their warfare and to equip them with
an arsenal. To expect that the Islamic
countries, particularly those in the
Middle East will come to their aid is to

-

.. Those who are familiar with interna-
tional politics will know this. Even to
depend on their own brethren who are
living outside Sri Lanka, there are not
many to count. This is in marked
contrast to the Tamils in whose case
there are thousands of them engaged
in high class professions outside Sri
Lanka and are financially well off to
support the Tamil cause. Therefore it
is foolhardy to resort to an armed
struggle.

Give Us Our Due
(A Reply to Lt. Col. Anton L.N. Selvadurai)
Have we a fair deal
Equal rights and all alike
Life on earth is so short
Can masters and slaves be norm?

Basic rights are dear as life

Be it Sinhalese the Tamils

Muslim Brothers and Burghers alike
We are one and treat them one

Let merit see to selections
Lazy ones and playful lot

Had to suffer for their pleasure
For those who toil need a place

Let media be in English

For science and tec it is best
The Sinhalese and the Tamil
Be official tongue with English

The word called discrimination
Will then go into extinction
Buddha, Shiva, Christ, Mohamed
Would well approve them all

Food clothing and shelter
Self respect and to protect
The loved ones, kith and kin
That's all we did ask.

Whatever the religion be
Does it matter a lot

All say the same old thing
Wishes best and love for all

We do ask no more

Our forefathers forgot us all
In the hope we are one
Together to win the world

If dirty politics and madness reign
And suppression stubborn enforced
Make a land of slaves and lords
God will punish them all

For forty years and more

The Tamils have only talked

With themselves and government
From pillar to post have been

Non violence and hunger strikes
Have all been made to fail

We were treated worse than dirt
So forced us up in arms

Oh! | salute the wisdom and bravery
Of Prabakaran and others alike

The forethought and courage

To win the basic hurnan right

If Tigers lose Tamils will die
In the land we have been
Five thousand years or more
Unite ye all friends and foes

The world is blind to see
Genocide torture rape and loot
Into slumber U.N. gone

Let’s live or die for the cause

Those in field have died for you
For all to live well and good
Verbal praise, a pound or two
Is all we ask of you

Redbridge, Sunthra

liford, Essex, England
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" Availability of Seats on Our SPECIAL ALLOCATION

1 - SYDNEY and MELBOURNE — November, December and January
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COLOMBO-LONDON-COLOMBO From £450

Telephone 071-734 9078/9
071-437/6272/3

2nd Floor, 4 Kingly Street, London W1R 5LF

ECONOMY HOME T.S.T. SKY TRAVEL
& MOTOR INSURANCE * We offer you flights on scheduled airlines at a
Nobody looks harder to find you a competitive quote ‘ fair price
* * We specialise in flights to Sri Lanka, India, Malaysia,
Home contents Singapore, USA, Canada & Australia
* Life Cover *  We will gladly refund the price difference if you can
: 8 ; convince us that you could have got the same ticket
* Pension Po"cy cheaper elsewhere on the same date of purchase.
Commercial & Residential Property Please contact Mr. S. Thiruchelvam
Office Residence
MOI’tgageS Arranged 255 Haydons Road, 69 Toynbee Road
. X Wimbledon Wimbledon
First Time Buyers Welcome London SW19 8TY London SW20 8SH
. Tel: 01-543 3318 Tel: 01-542 5140
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service :
PHILOMIN & CO
Contact | SOLICITORS )
JKULENDRAN FOR ALL LEGAL SERVICES
B _eddl ng t_on I nsurance Conveyancing, Criminal Litigation, Immigration,
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157A Hartfield Road, Wimbledon, LEGAL AID WORK UNDERTAKEN
LONDON SW193T1J ,. TEL: 071-723 3018
Telephone 081-543 5181 109 Bell Street,
Fax: 081-545 0728 Marylebone, London NW1 6TL
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INSURANCE, MORTGAGE & PENSION SPECIALIST

081-660 5692
FAX: 081-679 4960 MOBILE PHONE 0860 369735
Remortgages & Mortgages

Non Status - Self Certification
Fixed — Stabiliser
[Stabilised Rate 11.49% as Long as You Want]
Low Start — Deferred Interest
[Super Low Start from 7.95%]

Choice of Payment

[10%, 11% or 12%] ;
Interest Holiday

[Upto One Year] -,

Available for House Purchase or Remortgages for any Purpose

Your Home is at Risk if you do not Keep Up Repayments ona
Mortgage or Other Loan Secured On it.

BUSINESS FINANCE — PERSONAL PLANNING - HOUSE - LIFE - MOTOR ~ SHOP - GENERAL

0 Merton High § ‘Suhantham’

11 erton High Street  Abbots Lane 1524 Lond
London SW19 1AD Kenley London CS)CV&&ES
Tel: 081-545 0796/8 Surrey CH2 5JB 081-679 1952/3

Conveyancing!
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&=
Before you buy or sell your property write

or telephone us for a written estimate
of ourfees

SOLICITORS with substantial experience can help
you with the following: :

@ Criminal and Civil

@ Personal Injuries Cases
@ Landlord and Tenant
@ Unfair Dismissal

@ LiguorLicensing

@ Divorce and Family
Matters

@ Motoring Offences
@ Immigration

@ Wills Probate: and
Administration

ALL LEGAL AID CASES UNDERTAKEN
Nalliah & Xavier. -

Solicitors, Administrators of Oaths, Privy Council Agents

N.Balakrishnan, LL.B.
A.Xavier B.A.,LL.B., Ph.D.(CRIM)

~_ C.Sithamparapiliai LL.B., LL.M(Lond.)
Dip. in Air & Space Law (Lond. Inst. of World Affairs)

FULL TIME AND TRAINING COURSES:

@ Word Processing @ Computer Operation @ Data Base
@ Desktop Publishing ® Computer Graphics @ Accountancy
@ Programming in BASIC, COBOL, PASCAL

O ABAC Certificate and Diploma in Business Computing
A two-year course leading to the ABAC Diploma
INTAKE: October/March each year.

1 AAT Qualification in Accountancy, parts I, II and IIL
A two year course in Accountancy.
INTAKE: January/July each year

O IDPM Qualification in Data Processing Management
part I, IL, III and IV. Two years Course in Institute of
Data Processing Management.

INTAKE: October/March.

[J ENGLISH For foreign students, six months full-time
course for students to gain proficiency in English to be
able to pursue higher studies. INTAKE: Monthly.

1 Full-Time courses in Computing for UK. and”
overseas students at competitive rates. Recognised by
ABAC, IDPM, AAT and Approved by the British Home
Office as a bona-fide college for visa requirements.

FOR PROSPECTUS AND COURSE DETAILS,
CONTACT THE REGISTRAR AT ABOVE ADDRESS.

ARM TRAVE.L . 1 Craven Park, Harlesden, London NW108SX
Best Fares to Destinations Tel: 081-965 7186 & 081-965 9307
World Wide y
il
LONDON COLLEGE OF COMPUTING B WITH PROPER :T
105 Upper Tocling Road %@ LIFE ASSURANCE PLANNING. . .
ondon K.
Tel: 081-682 0150 ; [WL-—LE-] You can SLEEP BETTER
You can RETIRE BETTER

For professional advice and service onﬁ

 Mortgages, Pensions, Critical lliness
and Accident income, Inheritance Tax,
Savings, Children’s School Fees
Mortgage/Loan Protection and
Single or Joint Life Plans

Please contact:

P. Mandavia — Branch Manager
on 081-903 6723 or 081-903 8006
A free no-obligation analysis of your
financial needs available on request.

Alico....
I United Kingdom

Lower Ground Floor, Ansvar House,

’4 MERICAN LIFE 228 London Road, Wembley HA9 7HD
akict

ncan Lde insurance Company 1s 2 member of
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FORMER CHIEF MINISTER IN
MADHYA PRADESH HIDEOUT

By Manjeet Singh

gHOPAL, Sept. 9: Varadaraja Perum-
al, former Chief Minister of Sri Lank-
a’s North-Eastern provincial govern-
ment and leader of the Eelam People’s -
Revolutionary Liberation Front +:
(EPRLF), has been shifted to Chan-
deri, a small town 130 km north-east of
Guna in northern Madhya Pradesh.

He is staying at a government build-
ing, known locally as the Killa Kothi.
Located on a desolate hillock and
approached by one narrow road, the
Kothi is an ideal hideout.

The police and administrative staff
of Chanderi, however, are tightlipped
and neither deny nor confirm the
arrival of the EPRLF leader. In fact,
the large posse of Intelligence Bureau
(IB) sleuths at Chanderi even deny the
obvious ~ the presence of several im-
portant people at Killa Kothi.

Among the new arrivals is a large
band of commandos who have taken
over the entire hillock on which
Perumal’s new residence is located.
Two special helipads have been con-
structed, one on the hillock and the
other at Rajghat, 12 kms away on the
Chanderi-Lalitpur road.

The Killa Kothi has been fenced in
by barbed wire and the outer boundary
wall has also been raised. More than
150 searchlights and powerful halogen
bulbs illuminate the entire hillock,
even as commandos keep watch over
each entry point, their fingers ever-
ready on the triggers of their machine-

guns.

Two colour television sets, two huge
diesel generator sets and two air-
conditioners have been installed for
Perumal’s comfort. While the Killa
Kothi has been swanked up with new
carpets, an ornate dining table, teak
furniture, and chandeliers, the rest-
house located in downtown Chanderi
has been turned into a commando
camp. The Public Works Department
(PWD) has removed all the furniture
from the rest-house and visitors are
kept at bay with the excuse that the
rest-house is being renovated. But tell-
tale washed commando uniforms can
be seen hanging from cloth lines on the
verandah.

Perumal is not alone at the Killa
Kothi — he is accompanied by his wife
and three children. Besides, two Tami-
Lian cooks have also been lodged in the
servants’ quarters. The former chief
minister is also kept regularly supplied
with a large number of English and
Tamil newspapers and periodicals. In
fact, it was the order for newspapers
and periodicals that first gave people a
clue that a VIP was in Chanderi.

AN

Nisar Shaikh, a newspaper agent
who also works as a correspondent for
Hindi newspapers, said: ‘The guests
arrived in Chanderi in the early hours
of August 26 and have never gone out
very far since then. People have seen
them strolling in the evening, but a
close look is not possible since they
walk only within the boundary of the
Killa Kothi. :

However, for Chanderi’s populace
the identity of the guests is a matter of
curiosity and conjecture. Mumtaz
Miyan, who plies the only fonga of the
town, said the guest was a scientist
who was ‘producing’ gold to enrich
India. ‘He is being protected so that the
gold made is not stoler’.

Tajul Patrakar, a local journalist
who also contested the February 1990

assembly elections as an independent

candidate, said: ‘The guests are from
Sri Lanka. We wanted to probe further
but were dissuaded by the local admi-
nistration. We have been told that any
news regarding the identity of the

, guests would be a security risk for the

nation. So, we have stopped making
inquiries now’.

While the rumour-mills work over-
time in Chanderi, jeeps and police cars
go screeching by on the town’s main
road as senior officials, including the
Collector, the Police Commissioner, the

Inspector General and Director Gener- .
al of Police pay their calls to the
EPRLF supremao. :

Security for EPRLF members in
India has been beefed up following the
June 19 Madras massacre of 11
EPRLF men, including General
Secretary, K. Padmanabha. Perumal
heads the LTTE hit list and, hence, has »
been well guarded. The intelligence -
agencies have always kept his hideouts
under wraps. In fact, not only was «
Perumal kept away from the otherwise
well-attended funeral of the massacred
EPRLF men in Madras, but he had not
even issued a press statement lest his.:
secret hideout become public. "

Perumal was first stationed in the .
Lakshadweep, but was airlifted to "
Gwalior with his family on the night of
August 25. He was received at the IAF -
airport by divisional level officials of
the Madhya Pradesh government.
From there he was driven down to
Chanderi in the dead of the night, 2
reaching the Killo Kothi in the early ¢
hours of August 26. Since then, the:
narrow road, which also provides the -
only access to Chanderi fort, a tourist
attraction, has been closed to the -
public. -

The area has also been declared out
of bounds, the ostensible reason being
the low-powered TV transmitter lo-
cated next to the Killa Kothi, which is -
a restricted area under a Central Act.
However, the TV tower was built over
three years ago, but the area was
declared out of bounds only on August
26.

The Sunday Observer, Sept. 15, 1990
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Rathbone Holidays Limited

GENERAL & BUSINESS TRAVEL
55 RATHBONE PLACE, LONDON W1P 1AB ENGLAND

(CARRIED THE LARGEST NUMBER OF PASSENGERS ON AIR LANKA IN 1989)

Fly To Colombo On 1
AIRLANKA _7’
Proudly Announces
Air Lanka’s
New Weekly Flights
to
Singapore and Melbourne

Return from £710
Free Stop-Over in Colombo

A Few More Seats Available in December

(Instant Confirmation Through our
Inhouse Computer Reservation System)

Call on 071-580 4460
We accept all major credit cards —

Visa/Barclaycard/Access/American Express

WE ARE NOW OPEN SATURDAY

BETWEEN 10.00 HOURS TO 13.00 HOURS

SHIPPING - AIR FREIGHT - TRAVEL

. ekt 3
UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE
PERSONAL EFFECTS, HOUSEHOLD GOODS,
VEHICLES, MACHINERIES ETC.

We supply Tax Free Goods for export
to

* SRI LANKA % INDIA « PAKISTAN *
* AUSTRALIA AND OTHER FAR EAST
COUNTRIES * CANADA * USA * AFRICA
AND OTHER WORLD DESTINATIONS

We collect. We pack. We insure.

WE WILL FLY YOU ANY WHERE, ANY TIME
ON SCHEDULED FLIGHTS AT LOW PRICES

GLEN CARRIERS LIMITED

14 Allied Way off Warple Way, Acton
London W3 ORQ

Tel: 081-740 8379/081-749 0595
Fax: 081-740 4229
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We welcome you to our newly opened Sri Lankan cum Indlan
Mini Super Market. A spacious convenient store brings
several new facilities to Sri Lankans & Indians in the United

Kingdom and living overseas
* Variety of Sri Lankan & Indian foods available retail & wholesale

* Fresh vegetabies and frozen sea foods at low prices
(Squid, Prawns, Shark, Crab, and different kinds of fish)

* Original Indian stainless steel utensils

(Kudam, Kuthuvilakku, Paneersembu, Idli, Puttu, Thosai, Appam, ‘

Vaddai and all kinds of pots)

* Electrical appliances & fancy goods

(National & Sanyo Rice cookers of varying capacities,

Prestige products, fans, wall clocks, rain lamps)

* Religious items — Pictures of Luxmi, Murugan, Ganapathy, Szva
Saraswathy and frames;

Sandal wood powder, Kungumam, Holy Ash, incense, Joss Stlcks
Oil lamp wicks, Saffron

* Large selection of Tamil audio cassettes — new & oid releases
& devotional

(Echo, Pyramid, Bharat, Eagle, Gold productions)

* Large selection of Tamil, Hindi compact discs (Oriental, AVM,
Lahari, EMI, T)

+* Old and new Tamil video films available for overseas sales only.
Classified films on hire

* Tamil & English magazines & newspapers available for sale

285 High Street North, Manor Park, London E2 6SL

Tel: 081-471 5742
Open Monday to Saturday 9.00 a.m. to 9.00 p.m.

Sunday 9.00 am. to 6.00 p.m. £

Mail orders welcome

BALA & ARI

Solicitors and Administrators of Oaths

We Offer Friendly Legal Service on

@ Conveyancing (Sale and
Purchase-houses, Flats and
- Commercial property)

@ Immigration

@ Divorce and Matrimonial

@ Civil and Criminal Litigation
@ Employment

@ Landlord and Tenant

@ Partnership agreement,
Power of attorney, last wills etc Gl

" Legal Aid also available
‘ Please Ring

B. Balaraman or S. Aravindan

Address

First Floor

484 Katherine Road
Forest Gate
London E7

Telephone:
081-503 5034
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‘The Blitz That's Way Off Target

VIVEK CHAUDHARY reports from Jaffna

Ageing transporters of the Sri Lankan
air force are dragged into the night
sky, their trapdoors opened, and dead-
ly cargoes dropped indiscriminately on
a defenceless population below. There
is no equipment for targeting: the
mission is grim, primitive and quick. It
is also counter-productive.

Barrel bombs — 210 litre cast-iron
barrels packed with explosives, rubber
and sawdust - rain down on residential
areas with the most devastating effect;
each bomb can destroy 20 houses. By
its haphazard bombing of civilian
targets in the Northern peninsula of
Jaffna, the air force is imposing an
unofficial economic blockade which is
bringing some parts near to starvation.

Helicopters, equipped with rockets
and machine guns, hover day and
night over Jaffna City and surround-
ing towns and villages, ready to strafe
any moving civilians or vehicles. The
government forces are trying to liber-
ate a Dutch fort in Jaffna City, where
200 Sri Lankan soldiers and policemen
have been trapped since June, when
peace talks between the separatist
Tamil Tigers and the government
broke down.

But despite government claims that
its war is against the Tigers (fighting
for an independent homeland called

Eelam), the intense offensive is hitting
civilians hard. With such regular
attacks on moving vehicles, food con-
Vvoys are not getting through to Jaffna.

Limited supplies of food arrive by
ship but cannot be distributed because
of the army’s policy of shooting at
vehicles. ‘There is not enough food’,
says a foreign aid worker in Jaffna.
‘There is a de facto blockade and soon
people will begin to starve’. Most civi-
lians are surviving on one meal a day,
while diarrhoea and diseases reach
epidimec proportions.

Jaffna peninsula, heartland of Sri
Lanka’s Tamil community, is under
total black-out. Electricity has been
cut and there are chronic shortages of
fuel and water.

I arrived in Jaffna by a ferry oper-
ated by the Tamil Tigers. It runs only
at night and the only way to reach the
ferry point is by dirt tracks running
through dense jungle. From there
small canoes and motor boats carry up
to 50 people at a time into the peninsu-
la. Tamil Tigers stand look-out on the
boats, trying to spot helicopters which
have been strafing the ferry. Last
week five people were killed and 40
injured in such an attack.

Driving around Jaffna is hazardous.
Several times the vehicle I was in had

‘Three Women Speak Out’

Three women Speak Out is a video that
aims to contribute to the campaign
against the violence by all sides in Sri
Lanka. It was made clandestinely and
under dangerous conditions, and fo-
cuses on three women, speaking for
thousands, who have suffered at the
hands of men of the various political
and sectarian camps.

Dr Manorani Saravanamuttu is the
mother of Richard de Zoysa, one of Sri
Lanka’s best known journalists and
television personalities. Dedicated to
exposing human rights violations, de
Zoysa was abducted in February 1990.
His mutilated body was washed up on
a beach several days later. Dr Sarava-
namuttu has received a death threat,
warning her ‘Only silence will protect
you'’. In the video she responds: ‘I have
only managed not to cry by being
angry. When you lose a child you lose
yourself. And for that child you have to
get up and fight, not only for that child,
but for all the other children. It’s not
my son, it’s all the sons and daughters,
not in one part of Sri Lanka, but in
every part of Sri Lanka, that are lost.
If we mothers do not get up and fight
today, tomorrow and in the future
maybe there won’t be any children left
~ .. to bring our land . . . peace’.

Sunila Abeyesekera is head of the

Women and Media Collective in Col-
ombo. In spite of threats she has
continued to speak out: ‘No matter
whether it’s state violence or if it’s
violence by the other armed groups,
there is no forum where we can ex-
press our opinion, and that’s a major
problem. There is no possibility to hold
the public meetings, public seminars
and discussions that used to be so
popular in Sri Lanka ... There is no
way you can get space on radio or TV.
People are smart enough to know that
it’s not the truth, but the problem is
that there is no way for them to know
the truth; even in the very simple
terms of the number of people killed’.
The third woman is an unnamed
villager whose experience reflects that
of so many others: ‘Near the river
these young women were first raped,
and then bottles of arrack were shoved
in their genitals, then they were killed
and thrown in the river. And then
these dead girls floated down the river.
People don’t use the water from the
river now . . . They surround the young
men and take them away’. CH
Three Women Speak Out (17 mins) is
available from Article 19, 90 Borough
High Street, London SE1 1LL, UK.
Tel: (071) 403-4822. Fax: (071) 403
1943. :

g
®  tinued to bombard the centre of J affna

to be l'i‘iddéh%undei tr;es’as Sri Lankan
helicopters whizzed overhead.
Throughout the night bombers con-

City, trying to dislodge Tiger bunkers
surrounding the fort. It is hard to sleep
as the night sky is lit up with explo-
sions, and the vibrations from bombs
can be felt four miles away. The city
centre has been flattened, with Jaffna
railway and bus stations, shops, hotels
and homes desolated. The Tigers have
sealed off the area and mined all roads
leading to the fort.

After one night’s bombing, I visited
areas which had been hit. Six people
had been killed, a row of houses was
reduced to rubble and the smell of
burning flesh hung in the air. Clothes,;
family photographs and furniture,.
were scattered among the ruins. ‘We
ran into the bunkers when we heard
the bombers coming’, said a resident.
‘There are no Tiger camps in this area
or Tiger bunkers. The Sri Lankans are
Just killing civilians at random’. ‘

According to the Tamil Tigers, at
least 4,000 civilians have been killed
since the outbreak of war in June.
They also claim that only 350 militants
have died. But the effects of the bomb-
ing are compounded by lack of medi-
cines and trained medical personnel.

The region’s biggest hospital hag
been evacuated. The only one still open
is at Mainipay, which has 20 beds but
four times that number of patients.
They are crowded into corridors, sit-
ting on the floor and wooden benches.
The hospital has also been bombed and
three weeks ago a helicopter fired into
the operating theatre, killing a doctor.

The government strategy appears to
be to hit the civilian population and so
turn them against the Tigers. In an
effort to dent civilian morale, they
have also been showering the area
with human and animal exerement.,

But the strategy isn’t working. Civi-
lian casualties are high, but so is their
spirit. The Tigers are now heralded as
protectors, the only force that has
prevented a Tamil genocide. ‘We are
with the Tigers. This is our land and
wé will die for Eelam’, said a Jaffna
resident. As a result, hundreds of
young men are joining a Tiger volun-
teer force to help the war effort. People
cook for the guerrillas, donate money
to their cause, and find scarce fuel for
their vehicles.

The actual war between the Tigers
and the Government is bogged down.
Despite heavy bombing of Jaffna City,
the Tigers are still well entrenched in
their positions around the fort.
Although they have no defence against
the aerial attacks, they are convinced
that the Sri Lankan army will never be
able to take Jaffna by land. As one
Tiger said: ‘We know this area too
well’.

Daily Telegraph (India), 13.9.90
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SOCIAL JUSTICE THROUGH
FUNDAMENTAL EDUCATION

- Dr. K. Paramothayan —

“You are a sad man, aren’t you?,
enquired a cousin of mine when I called
on him in Colombo in 1987. I replied
without hesitation, ‘Of course, 1 am;
what else can you expect when I find
that all the institutions that the Jaffna
man laboured to build and nurture
have been destroyed systematically by
the Government without the batting of
an eyelid?

That was in 1987; the situation is
intolerable now, as everyone knows.
However, on my return from Sri
Lanka three years ago, I wrote in my
diary (and later in the thesis in which I
was engaged) as follows:-

‘Under the re-organisation scheme
of 1970 all Cooperative Banks, includ-
ing the Jaffna Cooperative Provincial
Bank, were amalgamated as Branches
of the People’s Bank. As for the North-
ern Division Cooperative Federation,
1972 proved to be a decisive year both
for it and the various institutions it
had helped to establish, when it was
compulsorily converted into a Branch
of the National Cooperative Council of
Sri Lanka. Today, the five-storeyed
building with its magnificent Veera-
singam Hall, subjected to continuous
bombardment, stands as an irrepar-
able wreckage embodying the shat-
tered hopes and aspirations of the
Jaffna Tamils.

Many more institutions embodying
the very lives of ordinary people have
been literally razed to the ground to
date. The question is whether the
Tamil Diaspora inexorably under way
will prove to be the best solution in the
long run.

Addressing the ROOTS Seminar in
March this year, 1 drew particular
attention to two needs that appeared
(and still appear) to me crucial for a
satisfactory solution to the problem.
The first is Social Justice.

In fact, it is now twenty years since 1
brought up the subject for public de-
bate on the occasion of my modest
publication ‘Perspectives in Educa-
tion, as Mr. V. Sankaralingam, the
then Director of Education, N.R.; who
released the book would recall. To
quote from the book: ‘If someone were
to ask me, ‘What is the prime motive
force behind this publication?’, 1 would
unhesitatingly reply, ‘My yearning for
Social Justice’. | have no doubt that the
quest for Social Justice is the legacy
that the latter half of this century
would be handing down to the 21st
century. The increasing demand for
Social Justice must be met if we are to
guarantee the working of the new
social order. As Karl Mannheim
observes, ". .. .the principle of social
justice is not only a question of ethics,

but also a pre-condition of the function-
ing of the democratic system itself’.

Rousseau blurted out with charac-
teristic pungency centuries ago, ‘Man
is born free, but everywhere he is in
chains’. How far we have travelled
from the world of Rousseau is evident
from the following lines from Edwin
Markham (1852-1940):-

‘Bowed by the weight of centuries he leans

Upon his shoe and gazes on the ground,
*" The emptiness of ages in his face,

And on his back the burden of the world.
: Who made him dead to rapture and
1 despair,
~ A thing that grieves not and that never

hopes, :

Stolid and stunned, a brother to the ox?

Who loosened and let down this brutal jaw?

Whose was the hand that slanted back this

brow?

Whose breath blew out the light within this

brain?'

Markham too is pungent when he
asks:-

‘O masters, lords and rulers in all lands,

Is this the handiwork you give to God,

This monstrous thing distorted and

soul-quenched?

How will you ever straighten up this shape;

Touch it again with immortality;

Give back the upward looking and the light;

Rebuild in it the music and the dream,

Make right the immemorial infamies,

Perfidious wrongs, immedicable woes?’

And then he warns:-

‘O masters, lords and rulers in all lands,
How will the future reckon with this Man?
How answer his brute questions in that
hour
When whirlwinds of rebellion shake all
shores?

How will it be with kingdoms and with

kings — i

With those who shaped him to the thing

he is —

When the dumb Terror shall rise to judge

the world

After the silence of the centuries?’

I felt then, that is twenty years ago,
that ‘the day of reckoning is not afar, if
we brook any further delay in the
dispensation of Social Justice’. Well,
we have witnessed some of the worst
and unprecedented episodes in our
history since. Hence the plea, even in
this last hour to put aside all differ-
ences and prejudices and unite in the
cause of Social Justice. The quest for
Social Justice is by no means a new
phenomonen. Victor Hugo’s (1802-
1885) ‘Les Miserables’ was a classic
example of the cry for justice. In his
Preface to the book Hugo wrote: ‘So
long there shall exist, by reason of law
and custom, a social condemnation,
which, in the face of civilisation, artifi-
cially creates hells on earth, and com-
plicates a destiny that is divine, with
human fatality; so long as the three
problems of the age — the degradation
of man by poverty, the ruin of women

by starvation, and the dwarfing of
childhood by physical and spiritual
night — are not solved; so long as, in
certain regions, social asphyxia shall
be possible; in other words, and from a
yet more extended point of view, so
long as ignorance and misery remain
on earth, books like this cannot be
useless’.

Thiru Valluvar put it succinctly
when he said:-

‘The bitter tears of Misery

Sound the death-knell of Power'.

What our society desperately needs
at this juncture of its chequered his-
tory is a united and unstinted attempt
to tackle the question of Social J ustice,
under one umbrella, through a process
of fundamental education. As I pointed
out at the ROOT Seminar, the central
thrust of Thedore Schultz’s Nobel Lec-
ture (1979) was that both population
quality and knowledge do matter, and
that the human factor in the context of
development must be seen as a scarce
resource needing investment.

This brings me to the need for an
institution to co-ordinate all efforts
aimed at Elam’s development, since
education in this context must be seen
in a very broad sense to include educa-
tion of more than one kind and much
more — a development programme
aimed at changing the value and atti-
tudes of a people, and through it their
very lives, cannot succeed with an
under-educated and ad hoc workforce
deemed adequate for a night-
watchman state.

What is envisaged is the establish-
ment of an institution called the Elam
Community College (ECC), the term
‘College’ being used in the widest possi-
ble sense. It is not conceived at this
stage as one associated with bricks and
mortar, but essentially as an ldea
whose time has come, to be nurtured
for as long as necessary and planted in
a suitable environment at the
appropriate stage.

When the ECC becomes a reality it
would be something akin to the Folk
High School of Denmark which was
conceived and developed by clergy-
man-cum-poet Bishop Grundtvig as a
spiritual fortification against threaten-
ing forces from within and without,
mainly Germany. Nicolai Frederik
Severin Grundtvig (1783-1872) hailed
as the greatest psalmist since David,
was without doubt the greatest intel-
lectual force of his time in the whole of
Scandinavia, and it is indeed remark-
able that his idea of a community
school has stood the test of time. The
main feature of Folk High Schools that
have spread to all Scandinavian coun-
tries is that they provide a general,
non-vocational and all-round educa-
tion to the average adult. For as Bert
F. Hoselitz has consistently shown,
‘,...economic growth is a process
which affects not only purely economic
relations but the entire social, political,
and cultural fabric of a society’, which
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he describes as ‘environmental condi-
tions’.

It would however be incorrect to
maintain that as a general rule Folk
High Schools do not include vocational
studies as part of their curricular pro-
vision. Norway provides a good exam-
ple of how these schools have been
transformed to provide basic instruc-
tion to prepare pupils for entry to
specialised technical institutions. It is
being increasingly realised everywhere
that the average industrial worker or
farmer needs a background of general
education that would enable him to
keep pace with modern science and
technology and at the same time pre-
pare him for the best possible life, both
as an individual and as part of a social
group, and to this end work in such
schools is being constantly sup-
plemented by numerous courses and
study groups as deemed necessary.

Even in Denmark, the land of its
birth, the Folk High School has under-
gone tremendous change. For exam-
ple, in some occupations such as hos-
pital nursing and teaching a course at
a Folk High School has come to be
accepted as a pre-requisite for, and
even forms a preliminary part of, the
actual training.

I must emphasise here that what 1
propose is not a facsimile or even a
model of the Folk High School, but the
very idea of it is for us to plan our own
institution, the basic criterion being
the creation of an ideal society free
from the evils and injustices of the
past. George Santayana it was I think
who aptly remarked that ‘those who
forget the past are condemned to re-
peat it’.

The political reforms carried out in
this country and in course of time
.assimilated in former colonies were
for the most part misdirected. Man-
hood Suffrage, Poor Laws and a Re-
formed Parliament, so the political
reformers in post-Industrial Britain
thought, would destroy the power of
the upper classes and would bring
about just taxes, redistribute incomes
and do away with all the evils associ-
ated with a landed oligarchy. The fact
of the matter was that most of the
reformers never understood the real
impact of the Industrial Revolution
and continued, in a rapidly changing
society, to preach the same political
gospel without adapting it to the needs
and conditions of a new age. The only
exceptions were Robert Owen and his
contemporary and mentor John
Wesley.

Owen was a selfmade man who
became the head of the great mills of
New Lanark in 1800, where he pro-
ceeded to demonstrate that profits
were possible without subjecting the
workers to exploitation. He provided
full-time schooling to the children of
his own employees, as well as those of
others who sent them to his schools. He
became the model employer of his day

by providing better houses, better
sanitation, roads and places of recrea-
tion; he even set up shops in which
were sold goods of high quality at cost
price. It was Owen’s great conviction
that people’s character was made for
them and not by them, and by ‘charac-
ter’ he meant the realisation of social
and moral ideas instilled into the com-
munity in an educational environ-
ment.

G.D.H. Cole who spent a lifetime
studying and educating the working
class concluded:- ‘Robert Owen was
right when he made this factor of
moral environment the key to the
human problem. Given a good enough
social framework, the increase of
knowledge can help men to raise their
material standards of living. . . . It fol-
lows that men’s greatest task is the
making of good societies from genera-
tion to generation. No supernatural or
natural power will do this for them;
they have fo do it, or fail to do it,
themselves’,

Let not history judge our society as a
generation of nincompoops many of
whom deserted our shores when the
going was not so good, abandoning
those whom we exploited in several
ways while we were there, to fend for
themselves. Those of us who have the
means and the capacity to bring about
a change in the interest of our nation
must act before it is too late.

As one browses over the events of
the recent past in Jaffna one becomes
more and more conscious of the evil
realities of history which lie behind the
facade of much one used to take for
granted. The dimensions of everyday
events seem drastically different
almost overnight. The nation finds
itself pulled all too suddenly out of its
slumber and forced to look reality in
the face. It is the nation’s Testing
Time.

Self-justification, self-exoneration,
face-saving and betrayal - these are
some of the ploys that provide many a
sombre defile and pitchy tunnel in the
history of nations. There were those
Romans, for instance, who justified
anything and everything, even the
most ignoble of actions, for what they
believed to be the good of the state.
There were also those who queried in
all apparent innocence, ‘How could the
guillotine have been uncomfortable
when it had been recommended by the
best of surgeons’. The iniquities of child
labour during the Industrial Revolu-
tion were justified by not a few who
believed that it was the parents who
chose to send their children to mills
and factories who were the real cul-
prits.

However, this is not the time to
apportion blame, nor is it prudent to
take refuge in age-old cliches to escape
personal responsibility. Either all pat-
riotic citizens of Elam put their shoul-
der to the wheel, as it were, and pull
our nation out of the mire through

united effort, or we stand condemned
for all time by our own inaction, self-
interest and folly. .

With the intellectual tradition very
much alive and the rich pool of exper-
tise ready to be tapped from among the
expatriate community, it is not incon-
ceivable to establish the ECC in exile
until such time as it is feasible to
transplant it at the appropriate time,
to usher in the revolution of ideas we
have been talking about. But as the
Laidlaw Report (1970) warned: ‘Such a
revolution will never be ushered in by
those who are embedded in old ways,
bureaucratic traditions and conformity
to an establishment, but only by those
who have caught the vision of an
economic system whose foundation is
human brotherhood and whose goal is
the good and abundant life for all
mankind’.

Continued From Page 13
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MATRIMONIAL

Jatfna Hindu parents seek bride for son, 30,
recently completed Electronic engineering at
College of Engineering, Norway. Willing to
emigrate. Horoscope, details to M 428 c/o
Tamil Times.

Sri Lankan Hindu mother invites corres-
pondence from well settled Lankan profes-
sional/business partner for daughter, 32, 5°1",
fair, slim, accomplished, good natured, inno-
cent divorcee without issues, presently resid-
ing USA, religion no bar. Reply with details. M
429 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu father seeks groom for only
daughter, 27, in government employment,
British citizen, Mars afflicted. M 430 c/o Tamil
Times.

Aunt invites correspondence from well set-
tled, Sri Lankan, Tamil, kind, professional/
business partner for niece, 25, 5'3", fair, slim,
attractive, accomplished, innocent divorcee,
no children, presently in States, religion no
bar. Reply with details. M 431 ¢/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek suitable
bridegroom, 33-40, for Ph.D. daughter, Cana-
da: and bride under 31 for M.Sc. Engineer,
UK., Both fair working with resident rights.
Details, photo, horoscopes to M 432 ¢c/o Tamil
Times.

Young looking bachelor, /ate forties, seeks
slim, cheerful, attractive, homeloving, clean
living, Christian female, mid thirties. M 433 c/o
Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu brother seeks partner for
sister, 23, Canadian citizen, doing degree in
accountancy. Reply with horoscope, details.
M 434 c/o Tamil Times.

WEDDING BELLS

We congratulate the following couple on
their recent marriage.

Suriyanarayanan son of Pandit K.N. Navar-
atnam & Mrs Navaratnam of 5 Saffron Drive,
Hallam, Victoria 3803 and Mani Mary daugh-
ter of Mr & Mrs M.K. Joseph of 19 Earnshaw
Drive. Carrum Downs, Victoria 3201 on
20.10.90 at Dadenong Primary School, Au-
stralia.

CAKE DECORATIONS

for all occasions

* Novelty cakes
* Wedding cakes
* Other occasions

for more information contact:

081-459 7137

(Evenings and Weekends)

OBITUARIES

Vathsaladevi B.Sc. beloved daughter of Mr &
Mrs A. Ponnudurai (Retired Head Teachers)
of 'Potpathy’, Velanai East, Sri Lanka; sister
of Mrs Nageswary Thirunabukkarasu,
Kalyanasundram, Mrs Kamaladevi Tharma-
lingam, Prof. Balasundrampillai, Mrs Vima-
ladevi Vijayakumar, Nirmaladevi (all of Sri
Lanka), Dr. Vimalendran, Balendran (both of
Canada), Yogendran, Raveendran and
Puvanendran (all of U.K.) passed away under
tragic circumstances — hit by a shell — in
Jaffna on 9th September 1990 — 21 Coverton
Road, London SW17 0QW, Tel: 081 672
5111.

Mrs Rukmani Coomaraswamy expired in
Jaffna, Sri Lanka on Thursday, 20th Septem-
ber 1990. Funeral took place in Jaffna. She is
the wife of the late ‘Beauty’ Coomaraswarmy
(Irrigation Engineer), sister of the late G.G.
Ponnambalam Q.C., late Rev. Father Bala-
sundaram and the late Mrs Spencer Rajarat-
nam; mother of the late Dr. Parames
Duraiyappah (Deputy Director of Heaith,
Brunei), Pushpa Somaskanthan (Sri Lanka),
Puvanam (Brunei), Mahendra (Brunei), Dr.
Vijendra (Eastbourne, U.K.) Pathma (Solici-
tor, U.K.), and Dr. Sivendran (Perth, Austra-
lia); mother-in-law of the late Alfred Duraiyap-
pah (former M.P. and Mayor of Jaffna),
Somaskanthan (Attorney at Law. Sri Lanka),
Dr. Pathmanathan (Brunei), Usha (Brunei),
Shamala (Eastbourne), Wimal Sockanathan
(Solicitor, U.K.), and Indrakanthie (Australia);
beloved grandmother of Rochana (Esha) and
David of Perth, Australia; Yoshana (Jo) and
Raj of Florida; Priya, Cumaresan, Narendran,
Lavanya, Sowjana & Subajan — 727 London
Road, Thornton Heath, Surrey, UK. Tel: 081
689 7503.

Mrs Gnanamany Nadarajah beloved wife of
K.V. Nadarajah (Attorney-at-Law, formerly of

Badulla, Sri Lanka), loving mother of Bala
Nadarajah (Attorney, Washington D.C.)
grandmother of Stefan and Nadine; mother-
in-law of Kristina and loving sister of the late .
E.S. Jayaratnam and E.A Yogaratnam (Attor-
ney-at-Law, formerly of Badulla, Sri Lanka
and presently in U.K), passed away on
14.10.90 and cremation took place in Col-
ombo on 15.10.90 — 62 Rosmead Place,
Colombo 7 & 27 Oxleay Road, Rayners Lane,
Harrow, Middx., UK.

IN MEMORIAM

Daniel S. Sanders, Ph.D., ACSW
Sept. 28, 1928 — Oct. 14, 1989

Dean, Professor & Director of International
Program, School of Social Work, University of
Hawaii, Honolulu, USA, 1971-1986; Dean,
Professor & Director for the Center for Study
of International Social Welfare Policies and
Services, School of Social Work, University of
Illinois at Champaign-Urbana 1987-1989;
Founder & First President Inter-University
Consortium for International Social Develop-
ment, USA, 1980-1989.

In Loving Memory of
My Dearest Husband; My Dearest Son;
‘ Our Dearest Brother

Mrs. Christobel C. Sanders;
Mrs. Harriet C. Sanders:
Sanders/Niles families

The first Daniel S. Sanders Memorial
Peace and Social Justice Lecture was held at
the Inter-University Consortium for Interna-
tional Social Development Biennial Confer-
ence in August 1990 in San Jose, Costa Rica,
at the University for Peace. The Lecture was
delivered by the Past President of Costa Rica
and Founder of the University for Peace —
The Honourable Mr. Rodrigo Carazo Odio.
The Memorial Service included a Tree Plant-
ing Ceremony at the University for Peace.

A Memorial Fund has been established by
Mrs. Daniel Selvarajah Sanders through the
School of Social Work at the University of
Illinois Foundation. The fund will be called the
Daniel S. Sanders Peace and Social Justice
Memorial Fund. An Annual Daniel S. Sanders
Peace and Social Justice Memorial Lecture is
planned by the School of Social Work Uni-
versity of llinois at Champaign-Urbana, USA.
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Mrs Florence Ariyamalar Rajasingham
Born: 24.07.1922,

Killed: 16.10.1987

We miss you both more than we could have ever thought.
As each day dawns the despair and the anger grows.
Until, the treacherous hand that killed you both

With his ‘Peace Keeping Force’, and

Left your bodies seven long days for dogs to feast,

Is unmasked to reveal his role in these murders most foul,

Our hearts will know no peace.

We pray that your souls have found the peace we so sadly lack

Fondly remembered on their third death anniversary by
C. Rajasingham, Vasuki Manoharan, Saratha and Priyan Manoharan, Dr. Narendran,
Manohari Thevathasan, Selvi Rajendran, Neela Navaratnaraj, Jayadevan and Gowri

Surendrakumar.

IN MEMOR_IA

Rajasingham Manoharan
Born 30.07.1949

IN MEMORIAM (ctd)

In loving memory of Dr. T. Rasaratnam
(Mani), Consuftant Anaesthetist, Regional
Hospitals, South Yorkshire, U.K. on the first
anniversary of his passing away on 16.10.89.
Sadly missed and lovingly remembered by his
wife Renuka and children Madurika and
Ramkumar — 9 Tithe Farm Close, South
Harrow, Middx., HA2 9DP, U.K. Tel: 081 422
1053.

On the first anniversary of the passing away
of our dear brother Mr. Navaratnarajah
Brodie on 14.10.89. The picture of him
seasoning his cricket bat under the Mango
tree at ‘Brodie House' is evergreen in our
memories. We will never forget how proud we
were to see him in his Police uniform.

We sadly miss him and long for all the love
and affection he bestowed on us all, brothers,
sisters, nephews and nieces, freely and
Jjoyously and to his wife Luxsumy, son Dinesh
and his mother-in-law Mrs Wijeyasekera.

May his Soul rest in peace. — 296 Alexandra
Avenue, South Harrow, Middx., U.K.

Thamilini Sribalan

The Bharatha Natya Arangetram of 12-year-
old Thamifini, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. B.
Sribalan of 22 Beddington Lane, Croydon,
U.K., takes place on Saturday, 3rd November
1990 at the Walthamstow Town Hall, Forest
Road, London E17. Thamilini had shown
great enthusiasm for Bharatha Natyam at the
tender age of 7 and was a pupil of Smt
Padmini Gunaseelan for several years. She
had recently been a pupil of Smt Ragini
Rajagopal and her arangetram is being
directed by the Adayar maestro Sri Rama
Rao, who will do the Nattuvangam and sing
as well. Smt Mathini Sriskandaraja, a recent
addition to the Karnatic music fraternity in
UK. will also be singing on this occasion
possibly the Pathams. The rich masculine
voice of Sri Rama Rao and the melodious
singing of Mathini are expected to raise the
tempo of the arangetram to great heights. Sri
Muthu Sivaraja with his flawless playing of the
Miruthangam and the enchanting violinist Sri
Gothandapani — another recent addition to
the U.K. Karnatic scene — are expected to
lend able support. Smt Saraswathy Packiara-
jah, a veteran vocalist of yester years in Sri
Lanka will be the Distinguished Guest and
Speaker.

Selvi Subashini Puvanendrampillai’s
Arangerram

On 11th August 1990, young Selvi Subashini,
a 12-year-old Tamil girl from Enfield, gave her
maiden performance of Bharata Natyam,
traditionally known as Arangerram, a Tamil
word that roughly translates as ‘debut’. It was
a lruly delightful experience: Subashini
showed tremendous aptitude and consider-
able talent. She went through the gruelling
schedule of a two hour long programme
almost effortlessly, like a consummate dancer
and enthralled the audience. Her dance
movements were elegant, the footwork crisp
and precise, her body showed a suppleness
that only youth and a good training can
provide. Her abhinaya was pleasant and ably
restrained, without the overdramatisation one
so often has to witness with inexperienced
dancers. Subashini showed that facial contor-
tions are totally unnecessary to bring out the
mood of a piece, when all that is needed is
simply a suggestion. All the more remarkable
when one thinks that the dancer is still a child,
Undoubtedly such talent needs careful nurtur-
ing but Subashini is a lucky girl because her
parents and teacher have been able to
understand her tremendous potential and
have given her all the support that is required
“for such talent to blossom.,

An arrangerram is the culmination of a
cycle and the beginning of a new one.
Subashini has learnt her items well, but must
continue to learn in order to fulfil her prom-
ises. It is important that all young dancers
understand that an arangerram is most of all a
new beginning; here the role of parents and
teachers in helping to maintain standards
cannot be overemphasised.

The musical accompaniment was excel-
“lent. Subashini and the musicians had de-
veloped a true rapport and this helped
+ tremendously, as the relationship of a dancer
.with the musicians is paramount for the
§smooth running of a performance.
! It was a very successtul evening and it is
.important to realise that so many people had
sworked hard to make it so pleasant and
*successful. It is hoped that other young
dancers trained by Srimali Annapoorani
Sathiyamoorthy, Subashini's gifted guru, will
soon delight the audience with their
arangerram.

— Dr. Alessandra lyer.
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Toronto Senior Tamils’ Field Trip

The Toronto Senior Tamils had an enjoyable day-out on 1.9.90. Two coachloads of them did a 2
hour ride towards Georgean Bay, and then a 3 hour cruise in the Bay and reached the historic
Martyrs’ Shrine of Midiand. The visit reminded them of the Tamil Martyrs of Sri Lanka, who had
laid down their lives for the Tamil cause. They observed two minutes silence in their memory and
prayed for a speedy and peaceful outcome in their homeland. The picture below was taken at the

Martyrs’ Shrine, Midland.

A  FORTHCOMING EVENTS

November 3 7.00pm Sitar Recital by
Himadri Bagchi & Bharatanatyam by An- -
jana Banerjee at Bhavan Centre, 4A Castle-
town Road, London W14 9HQ Tel: 071 381
3086/4608.

Nov. 4 6.30pm Bharatanatyam by Prakash
Yadagudde at Bridge Lane Theatre, Bridge
Lane, Battersea, London SW11 3AD, Tel: 071
228 8828.

CRIMINAL CHARGES

or

IMMIGRATION PROBLEMS?
FOR EXPERT ADVICE

in Criminal Law and Immigration Law

CONSULT THE SPECIALISTS

M. Julius Melchior & Co., Solicitors
16, Ulysses Road,
London NW6, 1EE

Tel: 071 435 7411

Mariampillai J. Melchior
B.Phil., LL.B., Solicitor
(Formerly Barrister-at-Law)

Attention: - Radiologists

| am a C.T. Engineer and amin a
position to get used C.T. Scanner
very cheap and service it.

if you are interested in opening up
a private diagnostic centre, very
cheaply, please call

London 081 942 9805
or
U.S.A. (Chicago) 312537 7605

(Name:Rajaratnam)

Nov. 8 7.45pm Durga Dance Drama in Hindi
presented by Smt. Hema Malini & troupe at

Logan Hall, 20 Bedford Way, London WCT1.

Nov. 10 7.00pm Hindustani Vocal by Begum
Parveen Sultana & Ustad Dilshad Khan at
Bhavan Centre, 4A Castletown Road, London
W14 9HQ, Tel: 071 381 3086/4608.

Private Tuition

Tuition Available Pure/Applied
Mathematics, O/A Level, Physics O Level.

Homes visited London/Reading. Tel: 0635.
62675.

Mridanga Vidwan Sri
Vellore Ramabadhran in London

The British Association of Young Musicians
took advantage of the presence of their
Patron-in-Chief, the renowned Karnatic vocal-
ist Sri Maharajapuram Santhanam and his
troupe in London to arrange a lecture demon-
stration of Mridangam playing. Mridanga Vid-
wan Vellore Ramabadhran gave the demon-
strations at the Trinity Church Hall, Catford,
London SE6 on 5.8.90. Sri Ramabadhran
demonstrated the playing patterns for Var-
nam, Kriti, Thillana, Bhajan and Thukkada*
and the variations for Pallavi, Anupallavi and
Charanam. The simultaneous performance of
‘Konnakol’ was a great boost for the young
musicians assembled. The distinguished
artistes present were thanked for their service
to the music lovers assembled there and the
titte of ‘Laya Gnana Bhoopathy’ was confer-
red on Sri Vellore Ramabadhran. The Patron-
in-Chief Sri Maharajapuran Santhanam was
honoured with the title of ‘Sangeetha Sam-
rajya Maharaj’

Sri Maharajapuram Ramachandran pro-
; vided Vocal and Sri V. Thyagarajan played
‘ the Violin for this demonstration.

A Delightful Performance

it was a treat to watch the Bharatha Natya
performance by Kumari Inthumathi Kula-
singam at the Bhavan Centre on 16th
September 1990. For the first time | saw a
promising young artiste performing brimming
with confidence.

The items presented whether with stress on
Adavus or those with Abhinaya — expressive
items — all the movements were executed
with commendable precision. It was evident
that Inthumathi had gone through rigorous
training under her Gurus, Sri & Smt Dhanan-
jayan and Sri Chalapati, who should be
lauded for having trained such a capable
artiste. The perfect understanding between
the dancer and the accompanying musicians
enabled the audience to get the best out of
the programme. Inthumathi has fully benefit-
ted from having such a veteran — Sri Ra-
jasekharan to support her on Vocal and
Nattuvangam, Adayar Gopinath on Miruthan-
gam, Sangeetha Vidwan Smt Kalaivani Indra-
kumar on Violin and Sri Muthu Sivarajah on
Morsing. The Chief Guest for the occasion
was Mr Mark Fisher, Shadow Minister for
Arts.

The organisers, Academy of Fine Arts,
London should be congratulated for their
service to Indian Art through such program-
mes. It is heartening to note from them that
they plan to organise such entertainment cum
educative programmes by well known and
promising artistes in the near future.

Dr. M.N. Nandakumara
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Quality, practical computer training for students, professionals and business people |

LONDON SCHOOL OF
COMPUTING

Members of NCC, IDPM
Examination centre for City & Guilds

Long Term Computer Courses

Diploma in Software Science (3 yrs)
Certificate in Computer Programming (1-2 yrs)
Certificate in Business Computing (6-12 months)

External Examinations

British Computer Society Part 1 (2 yrs)

City & Guilds (upto 1 yr)

424 - Application Programming (preliminary)
425 - Application Programming (advanced include 424)
7261 - Information Technology

RG-SR~ i g < i 4

All courses are available full-time & part-time
Our full-time courses satisfy Home Office requirements

- For further details

The Registrar
LSC
Linburn House .
350 Kilburn High Road
London NW6 2QJ
United Kingdom

Tel: 071-328 9966
| Telex 892843 OFFLET G Fax: 071-624 4100




LONDON SCHOOL OF BUSINESS STUDIES

(LSBS} ‘ '
' PROFESSIONAL EDUCATORS

The London School of Business Studies has taken over the tuition previously provided
by the London School of Accountancy in respect of students sitting the examinations of

the Chartered Association of Certified Accountants (ACCA) Institute of Chartered

Secretaries and Administrators (ICSA) and the Institute of Data Processing
Management (IDPM).

COURSE LIST

CACA : Chartered Association of Certified Accountants

CIMA : Chartered Institute of Management Accountants

IDPM  : |Institute of Data Processing Management

ABAC : Association of Business and Administrative Computing
AAT ;. Association of Accounting Technicians

ACP : Association of Computer Professionals

CcTT : Computer Technology Training

ACEA : Association of Cost and Executive Accountants

ABE : Association of Business Executives '

*

LONDON BASED COURSES .
* If you are living overseas you may travel to London to attend any of the above
courses. Successful candidates will be issued with an admission letter. This letter may
be used for foreign exchange and for U.K. Visa purposes.

* If you are living in the U.K. you may discuss your future study plans and the
student visa status with the Principal of LSBS. Please ring to make an appointment.

DISTANCE LEARNING COURSES
Alternatively you .may decide to stay at home and enrol for a Reader
course.

For further details, write to:
The Registrar
LSBS
3rd Floor
1-5 Bath Street
London EC1V 9QQ, U.K.

Tel: 081 336 1053/071 490 2506
~ Fax: 081 336 1057/071 490 2504
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