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The continued presence of the Indian Peace Keep-
ing Force (IPKF) in the North-Eastemn Province has
become a matter of acute controversy and near-
confrontation beween the governments of both India
and Sri Lanka. Even at the time of its arrival in Sri
Lanka following the signing of the Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement in July 1987, there was much opposition
among the Sinhalese population. But within the
Tamil community, there was a sense of relief in that
its arrival coincided with the departure or confine-
ment of the Sri Lankan security forces in their
barracks. After two years, that sense of relief would
appear to have disappeared, and on the contrary,
the Tamil people’s experience has shown that every
army, not excluding the IPKF, behaves in the same
way and when confronted it retaliates in revenge as
atrociously as any other army. The manner in which
the IPKF ran amok and went berserk in the town of
Valvettithurai in northern Jaffna on August 2 must
have brought back some of the worst memories of
the Tamil people when they suffered for years at the
hands of the Sri Lankan troops.

The excuse given by the Indian High Commission
in Colombo that the civilians fell victims of crossfire
between the Tigers and Indian soldiers is as un-
acceptable as it does not bear examination. People
have been massacred far away from the scene of the
LTTE ambush in which six IPKF men were killed.
The retaliation by the IPKF has been indiscriminate
and deliberately intended to take revenge against
uninvolved civilians. Houses, shops, fishing boats
and nets have been set alight and people have been
shot and burnt in their homes and streets in an orgy
of uncontrolled violence. Nor is the excuse that the
LTTE deliberately provoked the retaliation by mount-
ing the ambush from a crowded place, justifiable or
acceptable. Even if the argument of ‘deliberate
provocation by the LTTE’ is credible, the fact is that
the IPKF fell for it and unarmed and defenceless
civilians had to pay the price.

The Sri Lankan government wants an immediate
withdrawal of the IPKF. The LTTE also is seeking an
IPKF pullout without delay. The JVP wants the IPKF
thrown out immediately. The EROS/EDF is asking
for a phased withdrawal. The EPRLF, TELO, ENDLF
combine wants the IPKF to remain until they think it
is time for it to go. The main argument of the Indian

THE VALVETTITHURAI MASSACRE

government is that the IPKF pullout is linked to the
questions of adequate and proper devolution of
powers to the North-East Provincial Council and the
physical security of the Tamil people. While it is not
intended to question the bona fides of the Indian
position, the unmitigated atrocities committed by
IPKF personnel on August 2 upon the people of
Valvettithurai must of necessity raise the question
whether the Tamil people can in fact depend on the
IPKF for their physical security.

It is not necessary for the Indian authorities to be
reminded about the circumstances in which Indian
direct involvement in the affairs of Sri Lanka took
place. After years of indiscriminate military attacks
on the Tamil people under the guise of dealing with
‘Tamil terrorists’, the Sri Lankan security forces
launched the infamous ‘Operation Liberation’, other-
wise known as the Vadamarachchi Operation, in
early 1987. This was the time when the Indian
government took up the case of the Sri Lankan
Tamils before international fora, including the United
Nations, and castigated the Sri Lankan authorities
for committing virtual genocide against the Tamil
people. India then contemptuously and rightly re-
jected the fallacious claims by Sri Lanka that civilian
casualties and damage to civilian and public property
were caused in the ‘crossfire’ or were the result of
provocation. One has no hesitation in saying that the
claims and denials by the Indian High Commission in
Colombo concerning the August 2 incidents in
Valvettithurai are equally fallacious.

In the face of incontrovertible evidence, conceal-
ing, denying or covering-up excesses or atrocities
committed by security forces is tantamount to sanc-
tioning or condoning such excesses and atrocities.
and in fact such efforts will only encourage the forces
to commit more of the same in the future. The
evidence of what occurred on August 2 at Valvet-
tithurai is there for all to see. The Indian authorities
and the IPKF High Command have a duty and an
obligation, and in fact are left with no alternative if
they are to establish their bona fides to cause the
carrying out of a thorough investigation into what
happened at Valvettithurai, identify the culprits and
meet out condign punishment commensurate with
the crimes they had committed. Anything less will be
unacceptable.
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IPKF PULLOUT - OPPOSITION
REFUSED TO PLAY BALL

by Rita Sebastian from Colombo 5 z

Four key issues (see box) that domin-
ated the deliberations between Delhi
and the Colombo government over
IPKF withdrawal from the island, was
put to Parliament on July 10th and
11th to enlist opposition support, for
presenting a united stand to India on
the issues. _

Sadly for the government, and for
the country, there was no such support
forthcoming. Sri Lanka Freedom Par-
ty’s President and leader of the opposi-
tion Mrs Sirima Bandaranaike set the
pace by castigating the government for
a ‘faulty foreign policy’ that had pro-
vided India with an opportunity to
interfere in the affairs of the country.
" The SLFP position on the accord and
the IPKF was well known said Mrs
Bandaranaike and called this attempt
by the government to salvage its pre-
stige as one in a ‘long line of shallow
and meaningless gimmicks’. All the
opposition speakers charged the gov-
ernment with concealing more than it
was revealing, and wanted a categoric-
al statement that IPKF pullout was
not linked with devolution to the
North-East Provincial Council.

The chief speaker for the govern-
ment, Minister of Foreign Affairs and
State Minister for Defence Ranjan Wi-
Joratne denied concealing the subst-
ance of the deliberations in Delhi as
well as devolution-IPKF linkage.

India had accepted, he said, the

Colombo government position that
IPKF pullout a purely political exer-
cise, was not linked with devolution.
Mrs Bandaranaike’s statement to Par-
liament said Mr. Wijoratne was ‘oppor-
tunistic, evasive and childish’ and the
SLFP not taking a stand on the issues
once again demonstrated its known
posture of not co-operating with the
government on national issues.

What finally took place in Parlia-
ment on the two days reserved for the
debate was, besides anti-IPKF rhetoric
a tirade against an ‘inept’ government
that had failed to negotiate bilateral
issues through known norms of inter-
national diplomacy.

It was SLFP’s Stanley Tillekeratne
who dubbed the unilateral announce-
ment made by President Ranasinghe
Premadasa that the IPKF must pull-
out in entirety by July twentyninth,
the second anniversary of the signing
of the Indo-Lanka accord, as the now
famous ‘Bataramulla Proclamation’.
He made it quite clear that the opposi-
tion was not going to be drawn into an
exercise of ‘filling in the blanks’ for the
government.

At the cabinet meeting that followed
the two-day debate, President Pre-

madasa, besides taking note ofugh
opposition contribution gave ear to his
Cabinet Ministers. While the moder-
ates like Ministers Lalith Athulath-
mudali, Gamini Dissanayake, Hameed
and Thondaman were all for avoiding
confrontation and continuing the dia-
logue to get the IPKF out as quickly as
possible, hardliners like Transport
Minister Wijepala Mendis and Educa-
tion Minister W.G. Lokubandara were
for getting the IPKF out at once.

What was interesting however was
that after all the talking it all boiled
down to the four issues, which at first
glance looked deceptively simple, with
the two sides stating their positions.
The opposition refused to take it at face
value having been apprised of the
thinking of the two key men, Rajiv
Gandhi and Ranasinghe Premadasa in
the correspondence made public last
month.

Prime Minister Gandhi had made it
quite clear that IPKF withdrawal
should proceed simultaneously with
devolution to the North-East Provin-
cial Council. Now however India has
linked withdrawal with the security of
all the communities in the north-east
region, a tongue in cheek statement

Issues
1.  Time schedule for
withdrawal of the re-
maining IPKF contin-
gent.

2. Cessation of offensive
military operations by
the IPKF.

3. Review implementa-
tion of Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement of July ‘87.

4. Safety and security of
all communities in the
Northern and Eastern
Provinces.

Sri Lanka

Withdrawal to be com-
pleted by the middle of
September ‘89. If any
troops remain thereaf-
ter due to logistical con-
straints they should be
non operational.

Immediate and unqual-
ified: by reciprocating
LTTE cease-fire.

Implementation of the
Agreement not linked
with the withdrawal.
However, the Sri Lanka
delegation clarified the
implementation effected
and the steps to be
taken to set up the Pro-
vincial Police Force, and
facilitate the effective

. functioning of the Pro-

vincial Councils.

Entirely a matter for
the Sri lanka Gover-
ment, which assumes
full responsibility.
However agree to a
committee to review
and coordinate security
arrangements during
the withdrawal of the
IPKF, comprising the

- Governor of the North
‘Eastern Province, the

Commander of the Sri
Lanka Army, the IGP of
Sri
General Officer Com-
manding the IPKF.

Lanka and the

POSITIONS TAKEN UP BY TWO DELEGATIONS

India

Withdrawal on the basis
of 3 ship loads per week
of 1500 to 1600 person-
nel and equipment (in-
cluding 3 weeks prepa-
ratory period) calcu-
lated to take 28 to 30
weeks. i.e. up to Febru-
ary 1990 (subject to the
Indian position in Item
4)

Unilateral suspensicn of
offensive military op-
erations. Subject to spe-
cific operational condi-
tions to be announced
separately, for a period
of 15 days, to be ex-
tended once the LTTE
Jjoins and participates in
the North-East Peace
Committee.

The position of Sri
Lanka delegation ack-
nowledged.

To set up a committee
comprising the Chief
Minister of the North-
Eastern Province, Com-
mander of the Sri
Lanka Army, the
General Officer Com-
manding the IPKF and
the IGP of Sri Lanka to
review and advise on
the measures for safety
and security of all the
communities of the
North-Eastern Pro-
vince, and coordinate
arrangements as the
phased withdrawal of
the IPKF proceeds.
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considering two recent incidents in
‘IPKF occupied territory’.

Last fortnight in eastern Akkar-
aipattu, a Muslim provincial council
member and two others including a
Sinhalese woman were gunned down
by an armed ex-militant group right
under the nose of the IPKF.

This is nothing new. Atrocities by all
sides, ex-militants, militants and the
IPKF in the past two years have been
legion. And so the Indian contention
that Indian troops must remain in the
country to assure the security of the
people in the region falls flat on its
face.

In the two years there has been no
return to any meaningful civilian
administration, and a civilian popula-
tion trapped between the Indian troops
and the feuding Tamil groups. have
had to battle it out as best they can.

Today IPKF protection extends only
to the groups that Delhi has decided is
the leadership for the Tamils, but it
has failed to realise that peace cannot
be returned to the region at the point
of a gun.

The much talked of secret agree-
ment between former President
Jayewardene and Prime Minister Gan-
dhi, signed in New Delhi on November
7th (see box), which was believed to
give India a stronger hold on the island
nation, finally surfaced in Parliament
during the debate on the IPKF with-
drawal.

What the letter in fact implied was
that in the establishing of the provin-
cial councils ‘the legislation creating
them and their functioning as referred
to at the discussions will be given the
most serious and urgent consideration
and steps will be taken to include such
changes as are mutually deemed
necessary for more effective devolu-
tion, better functioning of the proposed
provincial council and the complete
implementation of the Indo-Lanka
agreement’.

Among some of the matters referred
to in the agreement were size of pro-
vincial councils, size of Board Minis-
ters, provincial council list and prob-
lems with regard to land and land
settlement.

To the opposition this was another
instance of an agreement negotiated in
secret, without the knowledge of par-
liament and the people.

Leaving the agreement aside the
most significant of the proposals ar-
rived at in Delhi was the forming of a
peace committee to bring all the Tamil
groups together. Every single Tamil
group is to be represented in the
committee which will be presided over
by a Cabinet Minister.

India’s insistence on such a commit-
tee is to force the LTTE into a firm
committment to drop their guns and
join mainstream politics. ;

Will the LTTE agree to participate in
such a committee? What is tragic is

The text of the letter signed by President
Jayewardene and Mr. Rajiv Gandhi is as
follows.

The visit of President J. R. Jayewardene
to Delhi provided an opportunity to the two
sides to review the progress of the imple-
mentation of the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement.

The Indian side pointed out to the Sri
Lanka Government the imperative need to
incorporate some additional provisions into
the proposed legislation in order to make the
functioning of the Provisional Councils, and
the devolution more meaningful, adequate
and self-contained. The Sri Lankan side
pointed out that if the draft legislation now
before Parliament is not passed into law as
approved by the Supreme Court, and the
Provincial Councils are not immediately set
up in their present proposed form, the
process of implementation will be avoidably
delayed. On the establishment of the Provin-
cial Councils, the legislation creating them
and their functioning as referred to at the
discussions will be given the most serious
and urgent consideration and steps will be
taken to include such changes as are
mutually deemed necessary for more effec-
tive devolution, better functioning of the
proposed Provincial Councils and for the

complete implementation of the Indo-Sri
Lanka Agreement. .
J.R. Jayewardene
President of Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka

Rajiv Gandhl

Prime Minister of the Republic of india.
New Delhi

November 7, 1987

List of some of the matters referred to in
the document dated November 7, 1987
signed in New Delhi by the President of Sri
Lanka and the Prime Minister of India.

1. Size of the Provincial Councils.

2. Size of the Board of Ministers.

3. Governor's discretionary powers.

4. Parliament’s powers to amend the
devolution package.

5. Parliament’s powers to legislate on
subjects in the Provincial list.

6. Matters relating to the Interim provi-
sion (Section 37).

7. Emergency Provisions.

8. Imposition of President’s rule on the
ground of failure of Governor to comply
with directives.

9. Provincial Council List.

10. Problems with regard to land and
land settlement.

11. Any other matters by mutual agree-
ment.

that all the Tamil groups are never
short for words when they speak about
‘the aspirations of our people and their
well-being’ but yet when they have a
chance to get together in the interests
of the Tamil people their public postur-
ings are thrown to the winds.

No one can shut his eyes to the
reality that it is not whether the IPKF
goes or stays that matters in the final
analysis, but whether the north-east
region can be returned to normalcy
and peace if the groups remain apart
and continue their feuding.

The Colombo government has repe-
atedly called on the IPKF to cease all
offensive operations against the LTTE,
citing the LTTE’s ceasefire declared
against the Sri Lankan government as
well as against all the country’s
citizens. India refused to accede to the
request. On the contrary it has intensi-
fied its operations against the LTTE
and in the last fortnight killed a num-
ber of LTTE cadres, among them some
of the second rankers of the LTTE
leadership.

In the ‘withdrawal package’, howev-
er, India has agreed to a unilateral
fifteen-day ceasefire, for a start and
playing it by ear after that. President
Premadasa feels that fifteen days is too
short a period for the LTTE to prove
their bonafides and would prefer at
least four weeks.

Whatever decisions India and Sri
Lanka finally arrive at, there is the
hard fact that Indian troops will re-
main on Sri Lankan soil until the
Indian elections are over. The Colombo
government’s plan to have the troops
out by mid-September does not seem
likely in the least. Meeting halfway
would work-out to sometime in De-
cember.

Although the Janatha Vimukti
Peramuna agitation is not wholly on
the IPKF issue, the Indian troops out
of the country will definitely defuse the
very explosive situation in the country
today. Plantation Industries Minister
Gamini Dissanayake who has come in
for censure by his cabinet colleagues
for his open criticism of the security
situation in the country has likened
the spate of killings island-wide to a
‘Pol-pot like regime in Cambodia’ that
left one point five million people dead.

‘Is not the same thing happening in
the country today? queried the Minis-
ter in a speech he made recently. ‘there
are bodies in every junction burnt to
ashes. Are those done by the Green
Tigers, the Yellow Tigers or the scor-
pions? The entire country is paralysed
and the politicians watch from where
they receive applause. We have to go
on a new path. The politics of today
must change’.

Is there any hope for a country that
is sliding daily into anarchy and econo-
mic ruin? Will the democratic institu-
tions be able to survive the onslaught
of so many forces of violence is the
question everybody in the country is
asking today.

21 IPKF MEN KILLED

Twenty-one soldiers of the IPKF, in-
cluding officers, were killed in two
separate incidents in Trincomalee and
Vavuniya on 25 July.

Fifteen soldiers, including an officer,
were killed on the spot and several
seriously injured in a Sinhala village in
Kantalai area in the Trincomalee dis-
trict when the vehicle in which they
were travelling was blown apart in a
landmine explosion at 4 pm on 25 July.
The explosion has been attributed to
the LTTE.
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51 KILLED; 70 INJURED; ‘123 HOUSES, 43 SHOPS, 4 CINEMAS,
69 VEHICLES, 12 FISHING BOATS, 129 NETS SET ON FIRE

IPKF GOES BERSERK
FOLLOWING LTTE AMBUSH

Chris Nuttall in Colombo

Soldiers of the Indian peacekeeping
force are reported to have gone on the
rampage and massacred 51 Tamil civi-
lians in the worst atrocity of their
two-year occupation of the north and
east of Sri Lanka.

Reliable independent accounts of the
massacre in the northern coastal town
of Valvedditturai reached Colombo
yesterday (11.8.89), after an attempt
by the Indian army to cover up the
incident.

The massacre, during which troops
tried to raze the town, took place on
August 2, but details were suppressed
by an Indian curfew. Reporters were
not allowed past roadblocks and even
doctors were barred from the Area.

According to the first independent
witness reports reaching Colombo
yesterday, the victims, including
women, children and the elderly, were
either burned to death in their homes,
kined up against walls and shot, or
made to lie face down on the ground
where they were shot in the back.

The massacre is thought to have
been provoked by the ambush by

Tamil Tiger guerrillas of an Indian
patrol in a busy market place in the
town.

The Indian High Commission in Col-
ombe said six Indian soldiers, five
rebels and an officer were killed and
nine other soldiers were wounded. It
yesterday admitted for the first time

‘that there had been civilian casualties,

but said that only 24 people were killed
and that they had died in crossfire.

But independent sources said bodies
were found all over the town of 15,000
people and that they could not all have
died in crossfire.

Valvedditturai, the birthplace of the
Tigers’ leader, Velupillai Prabhakar-
an, is a guerrilla power base and the
soldiers appear to have run amok,
taking revenge.

Analysts here say the rebels, who
have been campaigning for an Indian
withdrawal, may have staged the
ambush deliberately to provoke the
violent reaction, knowing it would in-
crease pressure on India to leave.

Of 51 people killed, 47 bodies have
now been identified, including those of
six women and seven children. Twenty
other people were seriously wounded

CWC ON INDO-LANKA STALEMATE

The Ceylon Workers Congress (CWC)
said in a communique dated 25 July

that its Political Committee had re- -

solved at a special meeting that the
CWC should take immediate steps to
focus attention on the need to end the
present stalemate’ between the Gov-
ernment of India and Sri Lanka and ‘o
restore as quickly as possible the
friendly ties which have traditionally
existed between the two countries’.

It added that the Political Commit-
tee of the CWC ‘Calls upon the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka and the Govern-
ment of India to take immediate steps
to review the situation with a view to
re-establishing the friendly relations
which have traditionally existed be-
tween the two countries’.

The communique said that:

The Committee noted that the stop-
ping of the phased withdrawal of Indi-
an troops from Sri Lanka begun in
January 1989 has led to misunder-
standings and suspicions. There is no
reason why India cannot resume the
phased withdrawal of its troops and to
bave consultations about the comple-
tion of the withdrawal within a

The refusal of Sri Lanka Govern-
ment to participate in Foreign Minis-
ter's meeting of the SAARC and its
unwillingness to host the SAARC
Summit in November have increased
the differences between the two gov-
ernments. The CWC feels that the
SAARC meeting will provide an oppor-
tunity for Sri Lanka to exchange views
and narrow the differences. Therefore
every effort must be made to put
SAARC back on the rails.

The Ceylon Workers Congress is
alarmed by the racist communal anti-
Indian cry which has been raised by
some elements and declares that if this
is not checked immediately, it can lead
to unrest and disturbances in the up-
country plantation areas.

The Government should, therefore
take immediate steps, in the interest of
amity and unity, to make such com-
munal racist campaigns treasonable
offences punishable under the law.

Both the Government of India and
Sri Lanka should realise the supreme
importance of maintaining friendly
and mutually reciprocal relations be-
tween the two countries.

and 50 suffered minor injuries.

Several badly wounded people had to
have legs or arms amputated.

In the attack, 123 houses, 43 shops,
four cinemas, a library, 69 vehicles, 12
fishing boats and 129 nets were set on
fire.

The town is now virtually deserted
after most of the population fled. More
than 5,000 refugees are being housed
in Hindu temples, churches and
schools.

Aid workers appealed for help to the
United Nations High Commission for
Refugees and the League of Red Cross
Societies. The soldiers burned nearly
all food stocks and supplies are ex-
pected to run out by tomorrow.

One witness said: ‘When the curfew
was finally over, the people burned the
bodies of their relatives — those that
had not already been burnt in their
homes. They were burned on the spot
where they had been killed’.

India has been trying to justify the
force’s extended stay on the island,
against the Sri Lankan government’s
wishes, by saying it has to ensure the
safety and security of the Tamil com-
munity. The Sri Lankan cabinet was
meeting last night to decide on its
response to India’s offer to pull out its
remaining 40,000 troops by February.
(The Guardian, 12.8.89).
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- NO CLAIMANTS FOR
ASSASSINS’ BODIES

Colombo Magistrate,
M.M.A. Gafoor, on 20 July
ordered the burial at the
General Cemetery at
Kanatte in Colombo of the
bodies of Rasaiah Aravin-
darajah alias Visu, Peter
Aloysius Leon and Kandiah
_Sivakumar alias Arivu who
“died of gunshot wounds on
July 13.

The three men were kil-
led in a shootout at the
Bullers Road residence of
TULF leaders, A. Amirtha-
lingam, V. Yogeswaran and
M. Sivasithamparam on
July 13 by Amirthaling-
am’s security guards. The
three were the gunmen
who shot dead Amirtha-
lingam and Yogeswaran
and seriously wounded

TULF President M. Siva-
sithamparam. The assas-
sins had been gunned down
by the security guards
when they attempted to
escape.

The inquest commenced
after the bodies were identi-
fied by Wiison W.
Mariyadas of Anderson
Flats, Narahenpita and
Nandarajah Sathyanandan
Kumar of Kashyapa Road,
Colombo 5. No relatives of
the dead men had come
forward to claim the bodies
until the date of the in-
quest, 20 July. From July
13 up to the time of identi-
fication, the bodies were
lying at the Colombo police
morgue.

FORMER PRESIDENT CALLS
FOR ‘NATIONAL GOVERNMENT’

Former President J.R.
Jayawardene - confirmed
that he had called for the
establishment of a ‘national
government’ as the best
way to solve the present
crisis in Sri Lanka.

The former President
said that the ‘reigning Un-
ited National Party should
join with the main opposi-
tion Sri Lankan Freedom
Party and other parties and

set up a national govern-
ment to solve the present
crisis’.

In reply to a question as
to who should head such a
government if it came to be
formed, the ex-president
declined to comment but
ruled himself out as a
potential head of such a
government by saying, ‘My
decision to retire from poli-
tics is a permanent one’.

POLICE FIELD HQrs
RAIDED

A gang, allegedly belonging
to the JVP/DJV, got away
with many weapons includ-
ing two T-56 rifles, some
SLRs and T-81 rifles when
they carried out an armed
attack on the Police Field
Head Quarters at Thimbir-
igasyaya in Colombo on 2
August.

Investigations had re-
vealed that the attackers
had failed to penetrate the
armoury but had despite
resistance from the Police
and Air Force mobile pat-
rol, grabbed some weapons
from an outer section of the
building. Three policemen
and two air force personnel
were injured in the raid
which took place at about
6.30 pm.

The getaway green Mit-
subishi van was later found

abandoned at Nedimala in
the Dehiwela area and the
vehicle was smeared with
bloodstains indicating that
some of the raiders might
have been injured. Some
military-style uniforms
were also found in the van.

Coinciding with the raid,
several bomb explosions
were reported from Pettah,
Borella and Kirulapone,
and it is believed that these
were caused to distract and
divert attention.

A three-man committee
chaired by a Deputy Inspec-
tor General of Police and
two officers from the Army
and ‘Air Force has been
appointed to investigate
suspected ‘insider’ parti-
cipation and collaboration
in the raid.

‘DEVOLUTION, A PRECONDITION -
FOR IPKF PULLOUT’

More devolved powers to
the North-East Provincial
Council by enacting further
amendments to the 13th
Amendment to the Con-
stitution must precede the
withdrawal of the IPKF,
Chief Minister A.
Varatharaja Perumal told a
government Ministerial de-
legation comprising Fore-
ign Minister Ranjan Wi-
jeratne, Minister of Planta-
tions Gamini Dissanayake
and Minister of Textile and
Rural Industries S.
Thondaman which visited
Trincomalee on 24 July.

Prior to the Ministerial
visit to Trincomalee, a re-
quest made to the Chief
Minister by the President
to make a visit to Colombo
for discussions was turned
down by the CM on the
grounds of lack of adequate
security. .

According to Gamini Dis-
sanayake, the Chief Minis-

ter had said that although
they had given up demands
of federalism and separat-
ism and joined the demo-
cratic mainstream, there
had been no progress at all.
The Chief Minister had
pointed out that inadequate
devolution even in terms of
the law, the lack of political
will together with
bureaucratic and adminis-
trative inertia and lethargy
were the reasons for con-
flicts among the different
communities.

Commenting on the talks
between the LTTE and the
Sri Lankan government,
Mr. Perumal had said that
it was an irony that the
government was negotiat-
ing with a group that had
killed the largest number of
Sinhalese, including babies,
while giving stepmotherly
treatment to those who had
accepted the democratic
process. :

TV BROADCASTER SHOT DEAD

Premakeerthi de Alwis, the
44 year old popular Sinhala
radio broadcaster, TV
announcer and program-
mer and lyric writer was
shot dead by six unidenti-
fied gunmen allegedly be-
longing to the JVP/DJV
outside his residence in
Homagama on 31 July.

‘TAMIL NATIONAL

A joint front called the
Tamil National Council was
constituted on July 25 by
three Tamil militant
groups, the EPRLF,
ENDLF and TELO.

The EPRLF General
Secretary K. Path-
manabha, TELO Secretary
A. Selvam and P. Rajarat-
nam of the ENDLF held a
joint press conference at
the ‘Seven Islands’ hotel in
Trincomalee to announce
the formation of the
Council. ‘

Explaining the purpose
of forming the Tamil
National Council, Mr.
Pathmanabha said, ‘We
have constituted this Coun-
cil today to achieve the
ideals and aspirations of
the Tamil speaking people
to establish and exercise
their inalienable right of
self-determination, a state

The six-member gang
had stormed his house at

~about 8.30 pm, dragged Mr.

Alwis out and shot him at

- point-blank range. The bul-

let-riddled body was later
recovered on the Homaga-
ma-Katwana Road some
two hundred yards away
from his home.

COUNCIL’ FORMED

in the Tamil homeland that
shall be fully responsible for
the people. We appeal to all
political organisations func-
tioning among the Tamil
speaking people to come
forward to join the Tamil
National Council and work
together to achieve this
ideal’.

He also attributed the
killing of TULF leaders
Amirthalingam and Yoges-
waran and PLOTE leader
Uma Maheswaran to the
direct outcome of talks be-
tween the government and
the LTTE.

Mr. Pathmanabha added
that the rights of the Mus-
lims living in the North-
East Province would be ful-
ly guaranteed and safe-
guarded. The rights of the
Sinhalese people living in
the province would not be
infringed.
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LEADING BUDDHIST MONK
GUNNED DOWN

The Ven. Kotikawatte Sad-
dhatissa Thero Chief
Adhikrana Sanganayake of
the Colombo Navatotamu-
na and Chief Incumbent of
the Kolonnawa Raja Maha
Viharaya was shot dead
allegedly by a gang of five
men belonging to the DJV/
JVP on 3 August within the
precincts of his temple.

At the inquest held sub-
sequently it was revealed
that the priest had received
abusive and threatening
telephone calls after he had
made a speech broadcast
over national TV in support
of the government.

The cremation took place
on 9 August in the presence
of a large crowd.

DONS OPPOSE AWARD
OF DEGREES WITHOUT EXAMS

All academics, from the
highest to the lowest, vehe-
mently oppose the idea of
awarding degrees to final
year university students
without holding examina-
tions’, Prof. Osmund
Jayaratne, President of the
Federation of University
Teachers Associaticns said
in a statement.

He added that they
would even consider res-
igning from their posts if
such a step was taken be-
cause the standard of the
universities was at stake.
The Professor was respond-

ing to a recent proposal put
forward by the University
Grants Commission to con-
fer temporary degrees on
final year university stu-
dents without them having
to sit for their final ex-
aminations.

It is to be noted that most
of the universities in the
south of the island have
remained closed for nearly
two years due to student
unrest and a campaign of
disruption instigated by the
JVP sponsored Inter Uni-
versity Student Federation.

STF TO BE BEEFED-UP

The Special Task Force
(STF) is to recruit more
personnel in a bid to fortify
the security cover now
being provided by this para-
military force to a number
of sensitive installations in
Colombo and to Sinhala
hamlets in the eastern dis-
trict of Amparai.

Senior security officials
declined to divulge the
additional number to be re-
cruited, but it is believed
that it would be a substan-
tial increase.

The STF comprises spe-
cially trained commandos,
but do not fall within the
regular army or police

force. To begin with they
underwent training in
Pakistan. They were a
dreaded paramilitary force
when they operated in the
Eastern Province before
the Indo-Sri Lanka agree-
ment and accounted for a
large number of extra-
judicial killings and ‘dis-
appearances’. Since the
Accord, they were confined
to barracks, but still main-
tain a number of camps in
the Batticaloa and Amparai
districts.

Some units of the STF
have now been moved to
the southern province to
‘deal’ with escalating JVP/
DJV violence.

‘BUDDHIST MONKS
DEMONSTRATE

Over 5000 ‘Buddhist
monks’, some of whom were
masked, almost all of them
youthful in appearance,
staged a demonstration
near the Maligakande tem-
ple in Colombo on 24 July
ecarrying anti-government
placards and chanting anti-
government and anti-

Indian slogans. The slogans
they shouted called for an
end to killings, abductions,
disappearances and opera-
tions by so-called anti-
subversive organisations.

Not a single demonstra-
tor was in civilian clothes.

SOCIALIST ALLIANCE
AGAINST PRICE INCREASES

‘The United Socialist
Alliance vehemently pro-
tests against the recent in-
creases in the prices of
bread, flour, sugar, and
Lakspray products. In fact
the prices of essential goods
have been sharply and con-
tinuously rising throughout
this year. According to in-
dependent economic
analysts, the rate of infla-
tion has already topped
30%, the highest ever in
recent times’, states a press
release issued on 26 July by
the United Socialist
Alliance comprising four
left parties in Sri Lanka.

The USA statement
added, ‘It has become appa-

rent that the government
attempts to cast further
burdens on the people
under cover of the hysteria
built up in the country over
the issue of the withdrawal
of the IPKF. The withdraw-
al of the IPKF is our objec-
tive as well. Yet we wish to
prevent a needless con-
frontation between the two
governments, and we call
upon all concerned to settle
this and other connected
matters in a peaceful man-
ner. However, we strongly
condemn the resort to com-.
munalist and racialist hys-
teria as a means of evading
responsibility for the
hideous reality of the plight
of our people’.

GUNARATNAM SHOT DEAD

Business magnate, K.
Gunaratnam was shot dead
by an unidentified assassin
riding on the pillion of a
motor cycle near the British
Ceylon Corporation (BCC)
at Sri Sangaraja Mawatha
in Colombo on 9 August.

The 68-year-old Mr.
Gunaratnam, one of the
richest men in the country,
was being driven to his Ros-
mead Place residence to
have his lunch when a
motor cycle overtook his

~ Datsun car and the pillion

rider fired at Gunaratnam
who was sitting in the front
passenger seat. Struck by
at least two bullets, the
multi-millionaire was killed
on the spot.

The shooting took place a
short distance away from
one of Mr. Gunaratnam’s
business concerns, K.G. In-
dustries.

A semi-automatic pistol
is believed to have been
used in the killing, the mo-
tive for which was not im-
mediately known. ‘It looks
like a planned and profes-
sional job’, a high-ranking
policeman commented.

Police said they were
trying to ascertain whether
Mr Gunaratnam had been
killed by subversives or
whether it was a ‘contract
job’. There was also a re-
ported industrial dispute
involving one of the late
business tycoon’s concerns,
which police were yester-
day trying to get a line on.

Police officials said a full-
scale probe into the killing
had been launched and all
angles of the case were
being gone into. Police were
also trying to find out
whether Mr Gunaratnam
had received any threats
during recent weeks.

CHINESE GUN-BOATS

The Chinese government
has ‘responded positively’ to
Sri Lanka’s request for the
purchase of Chinese-built
ships and gun-boats for use
by the Sri Lankan navy.
Defence Ministry sources
indicated that there was a
possibility of a Chinese de-
legation visiting Sri Lanka
or a Sri Lankan delegation
visiting China to finalise
the deal.

Since the 1971 insurgen-
cy the Chinese government
has supplied the Sri Lank-

an security forces with va-
rious types of defence
equipment. China had pre-
viously supplied the Sri
Lankan navy seven ‘Shans
ghai’ class gun-boats. Later
during the 1984-85 period;
the government purchased
fast attack craft from the
Israeli Defence Forces. :

In the present state of
relations between India and
Sri Lanka, the decision to
strengthen the Sri Lankan
navy is said to be not with-
out significance. -
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SELVARAJAH & CO.
SOLICITORS

For all your legal matters including:
* CONVEYANCING
* IMMIGRATION

* DIVORCE, MAINTENANCE
& OTHER FAMILY MATTERS

* CRIMINAL

% CIVIL LITIGATION |
* SHOP LEASES

| Contact: :
MR C. SELVARAJAH, LL.B, LL.M.(Lond)
; MRS CHRISTOLEEN SELVARAJAH
25 Manor Close
Kingsbury
London NW9 9HD
Tel: 01-204 7884

You Can Achieve Success In Higher Education

UNITY COLLEGE

The association for the
Recognition of Business
Schools

Inspec and eco-
nised as Efficient by

Offers Commitment to Higher Educational Standards
Higher Qualified and Experienced Lecturers
Individual Academic Support.
Fees you can afford and Good Locational Advantages.
Enrol now for full and part—time courses in:
Accountancy and Management Studies
Association of Accounting Technicians
Association of Chartered and Certified Accountants
Institute of Cost and Management Accountants
Association of Business Executives
Institute of Administrative Management
Banking
Institute of Bankers Stage 1, Institute of Bankers Stage 2
Certificate and Foundation courses
Marketing
Institute of Marketing — Certificate/Diploma
CAM Education Foundation
Computing Courses
City & Guilds, British Computer Society
Association of Business and Administrative Computing
Institute of Date Processing Management
English as a Foreign Language
For Further details write or telephone:

UNITY COLLEGE

Admissions Department

81-89 Fortess Road

Kentish Town

London NW5 1AG

Tel: 01-482 3349

EIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIH|IIII||III|I|||IIIIIIIIl

WEST LONDON TAMIL SCHOOL

Vacancy of an Administrator
to work during weekends and a few flexible hours

We are looking for a cheerful and capable person
with good secretarial skills and organisational ability
to run this popular weekend Tamil school.

Experience in accounts or book-keeping is essential
and knowledge of office procedures is preferable.

Applications in writing should be sent to reach:

The Secretary,
Board of Governors,
West London Tamil School,
26 Bromyard Avenue,
Acton, London W3 7AU

not later than 25th September 1989.
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THE STORM BLOWS OVER, BUT THE FOG REMAINS

While the war of words between the
Indian and Sri Lankan governments
was assuming an undignified high
pitch, with India becoming the major
sufferer in terms of international as
well as domestic image, the word-war
was soon replaced by a show of muscle.
On the 27th of July, INDIA ABROAD
correspondent Tarun Basu reported
from Colombo:

‘About 60 Indian commandos landed to-
day at a military airport here to protect
Indian diplomats two days before the expiry
of President Premadasa’s deadline for the
withdrawal of the IPKF. . .. The comman-
dos, mostly belonging to the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police will be accommodated in
camps in the sprawling premises of India
House, the residence of the Indian High
Commissioner. "There was no other
alternative”, said a diplomatic source, "this
should be a message for the Sri Lankan
government”.’

On the same day, an unknown ‘Spe-
cial Correspondent’ reported from New
Delhi to THE HINDU:

‘India has moved one division of its
infantry as well as two independent bri-
gades to southern India, along with four
squadrons of Jaguar, Mirage and MIG-23
BN strike aircraft to deter any attacks
against its nationals (!) and to pre-empt any
adventurism on the part of the Sri Lankan
government. ... An Indian Naval Task
Force headed by the aircraft carrier INS
Viraat and comprising a Kashin class cruis-
er and several frigates is also off Colombo
with its own complement of airborne fire
power and Marines that may be required
for any operation. . . .

As if the scenario was not frighten-
ing enough, a Bangladesh mass cir-
culation vernacular daily ITTEFAQ
quoting ‘American Intelligence
sources’ said that Sri Lankan Armed
Forces were ‘girding up their loins’ to
take over as President Ranasinghe
Premadasa has put the security of the
island state into jeopardy. The paper
claimed that a coup was imminent.
‘The military coup might occur any day
before the Indo-Lankan tussle takes
the shape of a full-scale war. (1)

Now that the dreaded 29th of July
has come and gone and the panic
merchants have exhausted their
wares, one has to read the implications
behind the show of excessive military
build-up by India during the final week
in July. One might even pass over the
landing of the 60 Indian commandos in
Colombo as a precautionary measure
to protect Indian lives and property —
on the argument that the Sri Lankan
security forces themselves might find
it difficult to handle a highly volatile
situation in the city. Moreover, the
commandos, (unlike the IPKF) were
reported to have come with proper
papers, passports and visas, and with
the permission of the Premadasa gov-
ernment. But how does one explain the
formidable movement of divisions, bri-

S. Sivanayagam

gades, squadrons, cruisers and fri-
gates? Surely mighty India did not
intend to go to war with tiny Sri
Lanka? Was the objective to protect
Indian nationals and property? That
again makes no sense. It would be like
using an army of bull-dozers to wipe
out an ant-hill. Was it over-reaction?
Was it in anticipation of ‘foreign forces’
coming to the aid of the Sri Lankan
government? Was it to invade Sri
Lanka and occupy it? Was it to pre-
empt a coup? Or to stage one? No.
None of these sounds convincing. The
only rational conclusion lies in one
word — INTIMIDATION.

An intimidatory Indian diplomacy in
the South Asian region, backed by a
show of naked power has now come to
stay. The old-fashioned ‘art of diploma-
¢y’ no longer prevails. It was I think
Dr. Samuel Johnson, the once-
celebrated English literary figure, who
told his biographer Boswell that while
it was useful to carry a big stick along
it would be prudent to speak softly at
the same time. While everyone can see
the big stick that India carries in the
neighbourhood, the disappointing fac-
tor is that Indian diplomacy has yet to
learn to speak softly! and, to present a
good face to the world. As far as
neighbourhood diplomacy goes, the
need to perfect it into an art is possibly
considered unnecessary because
geography may have dictated the view
that surrounded as she is by small,
weak neighbours the big stick is all
that India requires. The exception may
be Pakistan with which country India
has to deal with a certain amount of
caution and respect, because of the
shadow of a superpower behind and
the uncertainty of Chines intentions.

The sudden easing of tensions 48
hours before the Iooming July 29 crisis
was by no means — as is made out — a
triumph of diplomacy. In fact, one has
to suspect that the build-up of tension
was itself deliberately done, with a
section of the Indian media contribut-
ing towards that process. No one ex-
pected an IPKF pull-out by July 29,
least of all President Premadasa him-
self. The deadline request was only a
ruse to bring the IPKF issue into crisis
proportions, in order to compel India to
make a COMMITMENT on an even-
tual withdrawal. It has to be remem-
bered that in the perception of the
Premadasa government, the Sinhalese
people, the JVP, and indeed in the case
of the popular Indian thinking itself,
Indian government attitudes and
statements encouraged the belief that
some part of the IPKF would continue
to remain in Sri Lanka for all time.
Even Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
speaking to the Army Commanders in
late April spoke only of getting back
‘the bulk of the IPKF’. Optimistically, a

‘bulk withdrawal’ could mean 30,000 —
40,000 out of an estimated 50,000
troops. What was to happen to the
remaining 20,000 or 10,000?

Opposition leader Ramakrishna
Hegde was reported to have agreed
with a questioner in Pondicherry that
the government was trying to ‘find
some kind of justification to stay back
in Sri Lanka’. On January 1 this year,
the TIMES OF INDIA carried a car-
toon by RK. Laxman, a man who
through laughter could drive home a
point quicker than a verbose political
commentator. The cartoon showed an
IPKF soldier showing his palm to an
astrologer who says: ‘Very likely you
will be a Lanka Citizen and stay on for
good!. This then was the fear in Sri
Lanka — that there would be a perma-
nent IPKF presence in Sri Lanka,
bolstering a regime of its choice, with
the possible motivation of retaining the
northeast as an Indian ‘protectorate’.

The Indo-Sri Lankan communique of
29th July: ‘The President of Sri Lanka
has requested the Prime Minister of
India to recommence the withdrawal of
the IPKF. The withdrawal will recom-
mence on the 29th July 1989, .. ..
simple as the words may sound, carry a
major diplomatic advantage for Presi-
dent Premadasa. Firstly, it entrenches
President Premadasa’s position that
under the Indo-Sri Lanka accord, it is
obligatory on the part of India to
withdraw her troops when requested
by the President of Sri Lanka. Second-
ly, India has committed itself to a total
withdrawal, however long it takes, or
however phased it is. It is this time-
frame that has now to be decided
through bilateral talks. The communi-
que also delinks the question of devolu-
tion of power with an IPKF withdraw-
al, which exactly was what President
Premadasa had been insisting upon.
But of course, as far as the two govern-
ments are concerned, this is not the
end of the story. While President Pre-
madasa has made his point through
the communique, this might mollify
Sinhala opinion but it cannot be consi-
dered adequate enough for him to gain
leverage either with the JVP or the
LTTE. As for India, the Rajiv Gandhi
administration has to ensure that
President Premadasa does not make
any more unpredictable moves and
embarrass the Congress-I government
at a time when elections are round the
corner.

Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Ranjan
Wijeratne, tall, stately, with an ele-
gant thatch of grey hair, is now
occupying the centre stage in New
Delhi, aided by the experienced, once
globe-trotting ex-Foreign Minister
A.C.S. Hameed. New Delhi must have

Continued on Page 15
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A MAN AND A MISSION

by T.S. Subramaniam :

The high-profile Tamil United Libera-
tion Front (TULF) leader, A Amirtha-
lingam, gunned down in Colombo on
July 13, relentlessly worked in the
background till his last for one cause:
the unity of the Sri Lankan Tamil
groups.

An incident typifies his commitment
to the cause. During the south Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) summit in Bangalore in
November 1986 when Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) leader V.
Prabakaran was flown to Bangalore
for discussions with Indian officials,
the other militant groups complained
to Amirthalingam about the pre-
eminence given to the LTTE. His reac-
tion was typical. Quoting a Tamil
proverb, he asked: ‘Does it matter who
pounds, if there will be rice?

At Thimpu in July and August 1985,
when all the Tamil groups "acted in
unison at the talks with the Sri Lank-
an official delegation, his hopes rose.
But later fratricidal clashes between
the groups saddened him and he re-
marked, ‘If only we had remained
united, we would have hoisted the
Eelam flag long ago’. He was happy
when the Eelam National Liberation
Front, an umbrella group consisting of
the LTTE, the Eelam Revolutionary
Organisation, Tamil Eelam Liberation
Organisation and the Eelam People’s
Revolutionary Liberation Front was
formed, and was equally disheartened
when it split.

A staunch advocate of a non-violent
struggle to achieve the Tamils’ rights,
he was deeply influenced by India’s
freedom struggle. With a phenomenal
memory, he could recall the exact date
of Mahatma Gandhi’s fast against the
Naokhali riots or hartal against the
Rowlatt Act in 1919. He once said, ‘The
Tamil people are in a minority on this
island. Placed as we are in this situa-
tion, we fear that the unarmed Tamil
people can only struggle in a non-
violent way and win our legitimate
rights. Ours is a non-violent struggle.
If the youth feel otherwise, we have no
quarrel with them. we cannot follow
them. )

While Mahatma Gandhi espoused
non-violence, Subhas Chandra Bose
was forming an army and fighting.
Only historians can say whether it was
the non-violent struggle or violence, or
whether a combination of both factors
that won.independence for India’.

Through his 40-year struggle for the
cause, Amirthalingam took part in a
number of fasts and satyagrahas, He
was the only major link between the
early struggle of the Tamils and its
current phase. Indeed, his career is
entwined with the history of the Tamil
struggle since Sri Lankan independ-
ence in 1948.

The All-Ceylon Tamil Congress split
in 1948 over Colombo passing the
Citizenship Act to make one million
plantation Tamils stateless. The
father-figure of the Tamils, S.J.V.
Chelvanayagam, who was the vice-
president of the Congress, differed
from G.G. Ponnambalam and formed
the ‘llangai Tamil Arasu Katchi’, the
Federal Party, and 21-year-old Amir-
thalingam was one of its founders.
Amirthalingam was elected to Parlia-
ment in 1956 and he continued to be an
MP till 1970. He and TULF president
M. Sivasithamparam, formed a superb
duo of debaters in Parliament. He lost
the elections that year.

In 1971, when the Left Front Gov-
ernment under Sirimavo Bandar-
anaike adopted a new Republican Con-
stitution and the Tamil MPs’ amend-
ments relating to the Tamil language
were rejected by the constituent
Assembly (into which Parliament had
constituted itself), the Tamil parties
walked out. As Amirthalingam said in
April 1986, ‘It became clear that the
new Republican Constitution will take
away even the few safeguards against

discriminate legislation that were en-.

shrined in Article 29 of the Soulbury
Constitution and would make the
Sinhala language the only official lan-
guage by a constitutional provision
and also give foremost place to the
Buddhist religion’.

Chelvanayagam convened a meeting
of Tamil political parties, trade unions
and youth organisations in Trinco-
malee on May 14, 1972 and the Tamil
United Front (TUF) was born. The

TUF urged the Tamil members to
boycott the final meeting of the Consti-
tuent Assembly on May 22, 1972 con-
vened to adopt the Constitution, and
called for three days of mourning on
May 22, 23, and 24 in the Tamil areas.
On the final day, its members burnt
copies of the constitution. Hundreds of
youth were arrested and the agitation
against the Constitution was on, with
Amirthalingam in the forefront.

On October 2, 1972, Mahatma Gan-
dhi’s birthday, Chelvanayagam res-
igned from Parliament, challenging
the government to field a candidate
against him in an election to see
whether the Tamils had accepted or
rejected the Constitution. But the gov-
ernment put off the by-election for
more than two years and when it was
held in January 1975, he had a re-
sounding victory from Kankesanturai.
He termed the victory a mandate for
the ‘restoration’ of the Tamil State,
which was conquered by the Portu-
guese in 1670. The first convention of

@ /t was an emotional and touching
farewell the people of Jaffna peninsula
paid to Amirthalingam and Yogeswaran.
Their bodies were cremated with full
state honours at the Jaffna Central
College ground around 7pm on July 17.
While the pyre of Amirthalingam was lit
by his eldest son, Kandeepan, that of
Yogeswaran was lit by his sister’s hus-

band, Dr Ramass. Earlier, their bodies
were kept near the S.J.V. Chelva-
nayagam memorial stupa to enable the
people to pay their homage.

The peninsula observed a hartal. As is
the custom, there were plantain trees
tied to lamp-posts as a mark of grief.
Thousands of mourners went past the
bodies.

¥

Over a hundred lhousan people paid their last respects.
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the TUF on May 14, 1976 at Panna-
gam in Vaddukottai adopted the
achievement of Tamil Eelam as its
objective. And the TUF became the
TULF. Chelvanayagam, Ponnamba-
lam and S. Thondaman (the Ceylon
Workers’ Congress leader) were
elected joint presidents. Sivasitham-
param and Amirthalingam became
Jjoint secretaries.

When the resolution calling for
achievement of Eelam was passed,
Colombo responded by imposing
emergency regulations. The Tamils de-
fied the ban. Copies of the resolution
were openly distributed on May 22,
1976, the Sri Lankan Republic day.
Amirthalingam and three others were
charged with sedition.

The trial was an opportunity to
present the whole case for a separate
State. As Amirthalingam recalled ‘six-
ty-seven lawyers led by Chelva, Pon-
nambalam and M. Tiruchelvam
appeared for me in that case. After 40
days of trial, the judges held that two
issues were raised: the validity of the
Constitution and the validity of the
emergency. The judges held that since
they were appointed under the Con-
stitution, they were not competent to
pronounce on its validity. They also
held that since the emergency was not
properly declared, the constitution of
the trial bench was invalid. Amirtha-
lingam was acquitted.

Later, the TULF received two severe
setbacks when Chelvanayagam and
Ponnambalam died. In the 1977 par-
liamentary elections, the TULF con-
tested 24 seats and won overwhel-
mingly in 18 seats when it put forward
a mandate for Eelam. It lost only one
Tamil-majority seat by 500 votes and
also five Muslim-majority seats. The
United National Party led by J.R.
Jayewardene rode to power and the
TULF became the largest Opposition
party. Amirthalingam became the
Leader of the Opposition. In an unpre-
cedented move, Parliament passed a
no-confidence motion against him on
July 24, 1981.

8
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A weeping and wailing Mrs M. Amirthalingam

After the July 1983 massacre of
Tamils on the island, Amirthalingam,
Sivasithamparam, V. Yogeswaran and
R. Sampanthan took up residence in
Madras. Amirthalingam’s room in the
Government Guest House at Chepauk,
Madras, became the beehive of Tamil
activity. He was always accessible to
fellow-Tamils and also reporters.
Tamil refugees would endlessly call on
him for help. He played a silent role in
getting admission to Tamil refugee-
students in schools, colleges and
polytechnics in Tamil Nadu. After the
July 1983 riots, he lobbied with the
Tamil Nadu Government to give
admission in medical colleges to MBBS
students from Jaffna, who had to flee
to Madras. Again, after the Indo-Sri
Lanka Agreement was signed on J uly
29, 1987, when the Government of
India asked Tamil refugee students to
get back to Sri Lanka midway through
their studies, Amirthalingam took up
the matter with New Delhi and the
order was reversed.

As Dr. T.R. Janarthanam, president
of the World Tamil Youth Federation,
who had known Amirthalingam for 20
years recalled. ‘He was never an oppor-
tunistic politicain. He would never
hesitate to speak out his mind or call a
spade a spade. When somebody came

A weeping Mrs S. Yogeswaran with Minister Gamini Dissana yake

to him for help, he never gave them
false promises’.

Amirthalingam could recite hun-
dreds of songs of Subramania Bharathi
and had deeply studied them. He once
said his long periods of imprisonment
in 1958, 1959, 1961 and 1976 gave him
a lot of leisure and that was when he
learnt Bharathi’s songs.

He loved Tamil, and often regretted
that students in Tamil Nadu did not
speak chaste Tamil and wondered
whether the teaching of the language
in Tamil Nadu was up to the mark.

He was the key negotiator on the
Tamil side, be it at the All-Party
Conference through 1984, the Thimpu
talks in 1985 or the TULF’s talks with
the Sri Lankan Government in July-
August, 1986 or with Union Ministers
P. Chidambaram and K. Natwar
Singh. He hit it off very well with G.
Parthasarathy, Indira Gandhi’s special
envoy to Colombo in 1983 and 1984.
He had a very good working rela-
tionship with ‘G.P.’.

Though Amirthalingam was com-
mitted to Eelam, he never made it a
fetish or struck rigid, dogmatic
stances. He was prepared to accept a
rational alternative to Eelam within
the framework of a united Sri Lanka
In the TULF’s negotiations with Col-
ombo from 1983 to 1987, he concen-
trated on the unit and substance of
devolution of power, be it the regional
councils, district development councils
or the provincial councils. His mastery
of detail, especially when it came to
areas such as finance, law and order
and land and land settlement was
stupendous. His knowledge of the
Tamil struggle and his legal back-
ground stood him in good stead.

He continued to press both India and
Sri Lanka for more devolution of pow-
ers to the North-Eastern Provincial
council after the Agreement was
signed.

He steered the TULF without iden-
tifying it with any particular militant
group. As Janarthanam said, when

Continued on Page 15
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'NEWS ROUND-UP

@ SRI LANKA'S drug smugglers bring into the country an
estimated 4 to 5 tons of prohibited drugs annually,
according to the Narcotic Bureau. There are an estimated
26,000 drug addicts in the city of Colombo alone and 80 per
cent of them are addicted to heroin while 10 per eent use
pot and opium. The remainder use various other forms of
drugs. An éstimated one million are using drugs today.

Heroin, opium and ganja weighing over 20,000 kilos were
confiscated by anti-narcotic personnel in 32,400 cases of
arrests during the past one year. According to Narcotic
Bureau sources, drug trafficking and smuggling are on the
increase with local drug syndicates bringing in their ‘goods
of merchandise’ through a Jewish connection via Amster-
dam. One of the new methods used by local syndicates was
to use attractive females as pushers in their illicit opera-
tions.

® DURING 25 DAYS, from 21 June to 15 July 1989, 472
persons were killed in various parts of the country, Mr.
Vincent Perera, Minister of Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs said on 20 July in Parliament moving the motion for
the extension of the emergency.

During this period, 60 political killings and 412 homi-
cides by ‘southern subversives’ had been reported; they had
also stolen 273 firearms, including sophisticated automatic
weapons and shotguns, from civilians and security forces.
In the north and east, during the same period there have
been 69 civilian murders and one police personnel, said the
Minister.

@ A LANDMINE explosion, allegedly caused by the JVP/
DJV in Medirigiriya on 23 July killed an Assistant
Superintendent of Police, P.K.N. Jayasinghe, his 13-year
old son, Nuwan Jayasinghe and four police' constables,
Seneviratne, Herath, Priyantha Wijesinghe and Driver
Adikari. :

@ THE CENSORSHIP of news imposed under emergency
regulations on July 5 was lifted on 24 July. In announcing
the lifting of censorship, Minister of Foreign Affairs and
State Minister for Defence, Ranjan Wijeratne suggested
that newspapers should not seek to ‘glorify’ ‘subversive
activity’ and should exercise self-censorship on matters
concerning such activity. IR

® RESIDENTS in Batticaloa, Vavuniya and Mannar
responded to a call by Tamil militant groups, EPRLF,
'ENDLF and TELO to commemorate the sixth anniversary
of the massacre of 53 Tamil political prisoners in the
-Colombo Welikade jail on July 25 and 27, 1983 by
observing a ‘hartal’ on July 25. All government and
corporation offices, banks and shops remained closed
throughout the day. Transport services came to a hait. The
towns were deserted as the residents confined themselves
to their homes.

"® AN ESTATE Superintendent identified as Priya Ratwat-
te, Minister of Tourism A.S.M. Adikri’s brother-in-law and
two officers of the security services were among over 20
persens’ killed during 48 hours ending noon on 25 July.
Nine persons were killed in separate incidents in the
. Kandy area. In the Kandy town a powerful bomb exploded
“killing a woman and wounding 8 others. Around 80
. ‘suspected subversives’ were rounded up by security forces
“in the district. At Wahalkada in Polghawela a former
“principal and Justice of the Peace identified as W.M.
Jinendrasinghe and his son were shot dead. Rs.1.5 million
was stolen from the Bank of Oman at Parsons Road,
" Colombo; two youths had held up the vehicle transferring
money from the Central Bank before getting away with the
loot; this was the first time a foreign bank had been robbed.

€

@ NINE PERSONS including two women were abducted by
unidentified gangs in separate incidents in Deraniyagala
and Panadura on 25 July. The abducted persons have been
identified as students. It is believed that the gangs involved
in these abductions might be anti-JVP elements or con-
nected with security forces.

@ A TAMIL YOUTH has been taken into custody by the Sri
Lankan police in connection with the assassination of Uma
Maheswaran, the founder leader of the Tamil militant
group, Peoples Liberation Organisation of Tamil Eelam
(PLOTE). The arrested person is reported to be a former
member of this group.

® EMPLOYEES at the state hospitals in Badulla and
Ratnapura struck work on 25 July in protest over the
shooting of a doctor and the abduction of three student
nurses in separate incidents on the night of 24 July. Doctor
Guruge Wimalasiri attached to the Badulla Hospital was
shot at and injured by a police patrol as he was driving
home after a late night operation. The police claimed that
the shooting was an accident. :

© THE INTER-UNIVERSITY Student Federation has urged
the University Grants Commission not to conduct any
examinations until all university students taken into
custody have been released. The Universities remain closed
indefinitely.

@ ALL ACTIVITIES of government departments, mercan-
tile establishments, state corporations, commercial and
state sector banks were paralysed on 28 July as the JVP
called for a five-day closure of factories and business
establishments in its continuing anti-government cam-
paign and protest against the presence of the IPKF.
Following threatening posters and other forms of
announcements, thousands of employees kept away from
work. Although the health services and transport re-
mained unaffected, even those who turned up for work
without knowing about the ‘stoppage’ call, walked out of
the workplaces after marking their attendance. The Col-
ombo port too remained paralysed.

Employees of the Welikade and Mahara prisons did not
report for work. Employees of the Galle prison, main post
office and sub-post offices, co-operative outlets and courts
in the Galle area did not function.

.- Two bombs exploded outside the State Bank of India
building in the heart of the capital in the Fort, but no one
was injured. A third unexploded bomb was removed by the
army disposal unit. A bomb was also thrown at the Indian
Overseas Bank building at Main Street, Pettah. An Indian
joint venture, Hume Pipe Company at Bokundera in
Piliyandala was set on fire.

@ A BUDDHIST MONK Ven. Padagahagoda Saranankaara
Thero of the Korossa temple in Kurunegala was among
fifteen persons killed on 26 July. Of the fifteen 5 were police
and service personnel killed in clashes with the JVP/DJV.
Among those killed was one of the bodyguards of a senior
SLFP politician at Bingiriya. Three soldiers and a civilian
were killed in a pitched gunbattle at Queens Estate in the
Uva Province. At Alawwa and Veyangoda two police
constables were shot dead in separate incidents. At Kadun-
gannawa, two dead bodies were recovered. At Warakapola
and Ruwanwella five bodies with burn injuries were
recovered. At Mampe, a person alleged to be a ‘subversive’
was shot dead. Scores of alleged ‘subversives’ were rounded
up by security forces.

® MR. BRADMAN WEERAKOON, a senior retired civil
servant who had served several Sri Lankan heads of state,
has been appointed Advisor to the President on Interna-
tional Relations, and his duties will include participating in
special missions to foreign governments for the purpose of
explaining and clarifying Sri Lanka’s position on interna-
tional affairs. He will also assist in the restructuring of all
Sri Lankan Missions overseas making them the focal point
of the countries activities abroad.
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® HUNDREDS OF YOUTH suspected of ‘subversive’ activ-
ity were rounded up by the security forces during 30 July to
1 August during combing-out operations all over the
country. Most of the arrested were from Matara, Galle,
Hambantota, Kurunegala, Matale, Kandy and Colombo
areas. A vehicle in which ASP Paul Gurusinghe, the
personal assistant to DIG southern range, was travelling
was fired at at Baddegama on 30 July and the police driver
identified as Wimaladasa was killed in the incident. On the
same day in a separate incident, a former police constable,
M. Mahindapala (40) was shot dead at Gonapiuwala in
Hikkaduwa for selling goods from a boutique in breach of
the ‘curfew’ imposed by the DJV. At Rassagala in Balango-
da, an Army Corporal was killed in a landmine attack on 30
July.

® A SENIOR OFFICIAL of the Irrigation Department,
identified as A. Ganeshapillai was beaten to death at
Malwatte in the Sammanthurai area in the eastern
province on 2 August by men allegedly belonging to a
Tamil militant group. He was abducted by the men while
he was travelling in a bus.

©® SHORTLY AFTER a member of the ENDLF was gunned
down by unidentified persons at Addalaichenai in the
Akkaraipathu area, several members belonging to this
group are reported to have gone berserk and shot indiscri-
minately and raiding and attacking houses in the Akkar-
aipathu town on 1 August in the course of which three
persons were killed including the SLMC Provincial Council
Member M.I. Ali Uthuman. As tension mounted following
these incidents, the IPKF moved in, sealed the ENDLF
office located along Pottuvil Road and seized all weapons in
the possession of ENDLF cadres. A 72 hour hartal was
announced and observed at Akkaraipathu in protest
against what was described as indiscriminate shooting. All
shops and business establishments remained closed and
transport services were disrupted. .

® ALL ACTIVITIES, including public and private transport,
banking and commercial activity etc came to a grinding
halt in almost the whole of Sri Lanka, except the northern
and eastern provinces, on 4 August as the JVP enforced
one of their now familiar ‘curfews’. Most of the highways in
the city and suburbs were virtually empty as most people
remained indoors following threats. Heavily armed secur-
ity forces and police personnel patrolled the streets and
took up positions at several points. Attendance at govern-
ment and private sector offices were minimal as most of the
employees kept away from their work places.

@ ACCORDING to a government communique issued on 5
August, ‘subversives’ exploded a bomb in front of the Fort

. Hotel injuring four passers-by; security forces in combing

out operations in the Colombo district took into custody
over 100 suspected ‘subversives’, and also were reported to

- have captured revolvers, swords, grenades etc from their

hideouts.

©® FOUR POLICE constables werekilled and seven injured
in a landmine explosion in Embilipitiya on 6 August. Five
unidentified dead bodies were recovered on the same day at
Talatuoya. In Prappe in the Rambukkana area police

. rounded up several suspects and recovered a large quantity

of police uniforms, peak caps, cap medals, boots, shorts,
overcoats, gloves, empty cartridges and ammunition. At
Gonapinuwela in the Galle area security forces arrested
three alleged ‘subversive suspects’ and recovered explo-
sives, detonators, army uniforms and boots. At Moneraga-
la, the DJV claimed responsibility for killing A.S. Sivaling-
am, leaving a note stating that he had not supported their
‘cause’. During cordon and search operations at Wewaga-
ma in the Anuradhapura district two hundred and fiftysix
‘suspected subversives’ were taken into custody for ‘ques-
tioning’. At Polonnaruwa, during search operations 21
‘suspected subversives’ were arrested with 15,000 posters,

petrol bombs and stolen national identity cards.

@ MORE THAN 5000 medical operations per month which
should normally have been carried out in government
hospitals are being postponed due to lack of anaesthetists
and surgeons. In some hospitals there are no anaethetists
posted. In certain hospitals only emergency and casualty
operations are being carried out.

@ ALL RECRUITMENT to government services this year is
to be stopped due to the severe financial crisis presently.
affecting Sri Lanka. However it has been decided that this
general embargo on recruitment will not apply to essential
services to which special financial provision will be made.
available under stringent conditions.
® THE PRICES of all brews prodiiced by the State
Distilleries Corporation have been increased by prices
ranging from Rs.3 to Rs.15 with immediate effect. Accord-
ing to the new price list, a bottle of Extra Special Arrack
has been raised from Rs.69 to Rs.73, Special Arrack from
Rs.66 to Rs.69, Coconut Arrack from Rs.78 to Rs.88 and
VSOA from Rs.104 Rs.116.

@ THE SRI LANKA Muslim Congress has hit back at its one
time General Secretary, M.S. Osman who claimed on July
23 that the SLMC had accepted money from India through
the Indian High Commission in Colombo. In a statement
issued by the present General Secretary, the SLMC
characterised Mr. Osman’s allegations as figments of his
imagination and therefore do not deserve or merit serious
attention’.

® THE PANADURA and Wadduwa police have solved a
major problem faced by the residents of the area by
arresting the leader of a gang which had terrorised the
area for months. The arrested man is said to be a
Sub-Inspector in the Police Reserve who is under interdic-
tion. He was arrested when he turned up at a house at
Talpitiya, Wadduwa to collect a ransom of Rs.50,000 from
the Principal of Balaka Maha Vidyalaya, Panadura. The
arrested Sub-Inspector admitted that he had been involved
in ‘subversive’ activity and in the commission of eighty
robberies. Following his arrest, a number of his collabor-
ators also were taken into custody among whom were four
former constables in the Police Reserve.

® IN AN ISLAND-WIDE search operation during the
weekend of 5-6 August, the security forces took into
custody over 750 persons. 59 of the suspects were being
interrogated for alleged ‘subversive’ activity.

In Colombo suspected ‘subversives’ had placed impro-
vised explosive devices in over 20 places. An unidentified
gang had set fire to the hosue of a reserve constable at
Watanne in Baduraliya; the father of the constable had
been killed and the mother brutally assaulted. At Ruwan-
wella and Mawanella areas, security forces recovered shot
guns, cartridges, parcels of gunpowder, police and army
uniforms etc. and took into custody four persons in the
course of raiding several ‘subversive hideouts’. At Puttalam
a Buddhist monk, Ven. Pokunu Bandana Hemaloka Thera
of Nandi Mitta Raja Maha Viharaya was killed allegedly by
‘subversives’. At Wariyapola an elderly woman was taken
away from her residence and hacked to death. At Kuliyapi-
tiya, over 300 ‘suspected subversives’ were taken into
custody for questioning. A person identified as P.V.
Jinadasa was killed allegedly by ‘subversives’ at Elpitiya; a
placard found near the bullet-riddled body accused him of
being a police informant. At Poramba in Akkuressa a man
named R.A. Nimalasiri was gunned down by a group in
army-type uniform.
® THE SRI LANKA delegation led by Foreign Minister,
Ranjan Wijeratne, which went to New Delhi for talks with
Indian leaders on the withdrawal of the IPKF returned to
Colombo on 5 August after seven days of discussions.

@ SECURITY FORCES recovered two unidentified dead
bodies with gunshot injuries at Panamra junction in
Ratnapura on 9 August. Two posters near the dead bodies
stated ‘punishment for supporting the subversives, pasting
JVP posters and killing persons’.
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MOTOR INSURANCE

Nobody looks harder to find you a competitive quote

MORTGAGES ARRANGED
100 p.c. MORTGAGES AVAILABLE
FIRST TIME BUYERS WELCOME

COMPETITIVE QUOTATIONS ON
~* Home contents insurance
* Life cover |
*  Pension policies
We pride ourselves on personal
service

f Contact |
J.KULENDRAN
Beddington Insurance

Services Limited
157A Hartfield Road, Wimbledon,
LONDON SW19 3TJ

Telephone: 01-543 5181

Voraidah

ATASTE OF |}/ PARADISE,

Oriental Restaurant
150 High Street, Penge, London SE20 7TEU

Feeling Homesick?

Then come and try our food prepared
in authentic Sri Lankan style

Our specialities include Pittu, Idiappam. Fried Mutton in
gingerly oil. Vadai and Jaffna style fish. Fresh Crab.
Mutton. Chicken and Squid Curry.

Also speciality Vegetarian dishes
Fully icensed Bar with Lounge
Palmyrah Arrack. Lion Lager and Nelli Crush
available
NEW!

Eat as much as you like Sunday Lunch
Buffet style at only £5.95 per head.

Open daily: 12 noon — 3pm; 6.00 — 11.30pm

| Telephone for reservations

(X )
=Y Conveyancing!

Before you buy or sell your property write
ortelephone us for a written estimate
of our fees

SOLICITORS with substantial experience can heilp
you with the following:

@ Criminal and Civil

@ Personal Injuries Cases
@ Landlord and Tenant

@ Unfair Dismissal

@ Liguor Licensing

@ Divorce and Family
Matters

@ Motoring Offences
@ Immigration

@ Wills Probate and
Administration

ALL LEGAL AID CASES UNDERTAKEN
Nalliah & Xavier

Solicitors, Administrators of Oaths, Privy Council Agents

N.Balakrishnan, LL.B.
A.Xavier B.A.,LL.B., Ph.D.(CRIM)
C.Sithamparapillai LL.B., LL.M(Lond.)
Dip. in Air & Space Law (Lond. Inst. of World Affairs)

1 Craven Park, Harlesden, London NW108SX
Tel: 01-965 7186 & 01-965 9307

. J

T.S.T. SKY TRAVEL

* We offer you flights on scheduled airlines
at a fair price

* We specialise in flights to Sri Lanka, India,
Malaysia, Singapore, USA, Canada & Australia

* We will gladly refund the price difference if you can
convince us that you could have got the same ticket

cheaper elsewhere on the same date of purchase.

Piease contact Mr. S. Thiruchelvam

Office Residence
255 Haydons Road, 69 Toynbee Road
Wimbledon, Wimbledon,

London SW20 8SH
Tel: 01-542 5140

" London SW19 8TY
Tel: 01-543 3318

Skanda Varodaya College
Old Students’ Association
(U.K. Branch)

Annual Reunion Lunch,
A.G.M. & Variety Entertainment

at Lola Jones Hall,
Tooting Leisure Centre,
Greaves Place,
Tooting, London SW17
on Sunday, 17th September 1989
at1pm.

Tickets: Adults £3, Children under 12 £1
For Tickets and information
please telephone

01-692 0823 0892 824661

01-681 2052

01-659 1185




AUGUST 1989

TAMIL TIMES 1>

FOREIGN RESERVES
HAVE DISAPPEARED

By David Housego
in Colombo

In chemists’ shops in central Colombo,
shopkeepers have put up signs
announcing that they do not sell Indi-
an-made products.

The signs were put up after the
extremist Sinhalese movement, the
JVP, threatened shopkeepers with re-
taliation if they sold Indian-made
goods. Low-priced drugs have been a
big Indian export to Sri Lanka.

But if the JVP ban has been hard on
the poor, it is probably their only action
which has had a beneficial (albeit
unintentional and short-term) impact
on the balance of payments, through
reducing imports.

Otherwise the stoppages and strikes
that the JVP have inspired in recent
weeks, particularly the transport
strike and the stoppages at the port,
have eaten into output and exports.
With the trade and current account
deficit continuing to widen, the foreign
exchange reserves have virtually dis-
appeared.

A sign of Sri Lanka’s plight is that
the government is having to finance

imports of wheat, sugar, rice and fuel
on 180-day letters of credit. Suppliers
are demanding that off-shore foreign
banks independently confirm that pay-
ment will be made. Importers of non-
essential goods are being asked to put
up a 100 per cent cash margin.

As business circles see it, the balance
of payments squeeze is putting an
irresistible pressure on the govern-
ment to come to terms with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. One IMF
mission left 10 days ago without an
agreement, and another arrives in 10
days.

The IMF is withholding a $87m
drawing on a structural adjustment
facility until Sri Lanka enters new
commitments. Payment on this would
unlock $60m more in balance-of-
payments support from the World
Bank and new aid from western donor
nations.

Some hard decisions have already
been taken. The President’s Janasa-
viya programme, involving a Rs.2,500-
a-month (£44) payment for the poorest
families, has been shelved for this
year, along with another welfare prog-
ramme for mid-day meals; the two
would have cost Rs.4bn for 1989.

But the most difficult decisions re-
main. The removal of subsidies on
wheat and flour could push up the cost

‘of a loaf of bread by over 40 per cent to
about Rs.5. Mr. Premadasa evidently
feels that this could cause food riots
and play into the hands of the JVP.

Overall, the IMF wants to contain
the budget deficit to 12 per cent of
GDP, as againt the 15 per cent in the
government estimates. This marks a
softening on its original goal of 10 per
cent of GDP.

Parallel with this the Fund is seek-
ing a slight slowing of monetary ex-
pansion (M1) to 18 per cent this year —
which allows for an optimistic 2-3 per
cent real growth in GNP and 15 per
cent inflation. Interest rates have been
rising, with one year Treasury bills
now at 19 per cent, reflecting the
tightening of monetary policy.

The influence of Fund thinking is
already being reflected in the acceler-
ated depreciation of the rupee over the
last two weeks.

Failure to reach an agreement with
the Fund would make it almost im-
possible for Sri Lanka to obtain the
commercial credits needed to finance
its import bill and current account
deficit. Because the consequences in
terms of shortages and higher inflation
would be so painful, businessmen be-
lieve the president will submit to the

inevitable,
(F.T., 10.8.89).

Continued from Page 9

by now satisfied its curiosity about this
man Ranjan Wijeratne, an unknown
political quantity until six months ago,
but had meanwhile earned the reputa-
tion of being able to — in the analogy of
a Tamil proverb — jump ten feet, if the
‘king’ jumped five! While New Delhi
reports convey the usual diplomatic
blah-blah about warmth and cordiality
and free and frank talks, not much of a
headway appears to have been made
after three days of talks on the hard
issues. It is easy to predict one aspect of
the strategy that New Delhi policy
makers must be working hard on, and
that would be to wean the Sri Lanka
government away from its new-found
allies, the LTTE. But it would be naive
to expect the Premadasa government
to throw away the one strong card they
have in their favour. The inspired
reports about heavy losses by the
LTTE and their serious setbacks, re-
leased by the IPKF and publicised by
THE HINDU during the time the talks
were going on in New Delhi are prob-
ably intended to show the Sri Lanka
government that the LTTE is a
doomed ally, as far as future calcula-
tions go. But a distressing miscalcula-
tion in Indian policy in arming the
EPRLF-ENDLF-TELO combination
against the LTTE is that the Premada-
sa government is in a position to play
the same game. Already, allegations
are being made that the EROS group,
strong on theory and tactics but short
in arms, is being backed by the Pre-
madasa government, after its entry

into Parliament under the name Eela-
var Democratic Front. Although the
LTTE and EROS have no ideological
commonality, the EROS leadership
has always shown a pragmatic aware-
ness that it would be foolish, or at least
Premature, to be seen as working at
cross-purposes with the LTTE. In
short, the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement
for Peace which set out two years ago
on the noble mission of ‘disarming’ has
now turned out to be the instrument
for more ARMING! Who has to pay the
price? The Tamils certainly.

I wonder whether New Delhi real-
ises that the Premadasa government
still holds a trump card in its favour. It
is the Referendum in the East for the
merger or demerger of the north and
east, which has been twice put off, first
by President Jayewardene and now by
Mr. Premadasa — for the 29th J anuary
1990. India cannot contest the holding
of a referendum, because it is provided
for in the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement.
The merger of the north and east is one
issue in which there was Tamil consen-
sus, and on which even the ‘moderate’
TULF took a strong stand. Today,
Indian policy has only succeeded in
dividing the east from the north. If
President Premadasa decides to hold
the referendum on January 29 next
year and campaign for a demerger, he
will have the entire support of the
Sinhala population in the east as well
as outside, as well as the JVP and
ex-President Jayewardene who has
gone on record that he would publicly
campaign for a demerger. While the

Muslim voting will have a decisive
influence, it is doubtful whether all
Tamils in the East would back a mer-
ger, given the suspicion that they
would come under a LTTE-dominated
Jaffna. If the result of the referendum
turns the wrong way and the East
rejects a merger, Indian policy would
have done the greatest damage to
Tamil aspirations; apart from losing its

- own protege administration which

could function with Indian help only in
the East. It might sound ridiculous,
but one basic difference between Presi-
dent Jayewardene and President Pre-
madasa is that, if pushed too far,
President Jayewardene was prepared
te write off Jaffna to India, while
President Premadasa under similar
circumstances may well write off J aff-
na to the Tigers — under a mutual
agreement of unwritten autonomy!

PHILOMIN & 00.1

SOLICITORS
For All Legal Services

And Conveyancing
Legal Aid Work Undertaken

109 Bell Street, Marylebone,
London NW1 6TL
Telephone: 01-723 3018

Mariampillai Philomin
LL.B, MBIM
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Let us pause for a moment at another
‘death, the death of AMIRTHALING-
AM. I write this as no longer a partisan
of the savage Tamil struggle : it has
become a communal gang-warfare,
and I am not a gangster. Nor was
Amirthalingam; which is one of the
reasons he has died at the hands of the
gangsters. Rather, he was an old-time
Tamil politician, whom I am glad to
have known; a broker, an intermedi-
ary, a wily negotiator, but was also a
civil and thoughtful representative of
his people until his star waned, and the
gangsters took over.

The ravaged scene in Sri Lanka is
the poorer for his passing; there still
should have been a need for his kind of
virtues, if Sri Lanka had been a ‘nor-
mal’ country with a ‘normal’ govern-
ment. But it is not normal. It is a
government of Sinhalese thieves,
thugs and playboys; it rests on a policy
_ for which it has reaped a political
whirlwind — of anti-Tamil racism; to
help solve its self-created problems it
invited in an Indian occupation force
which has protected one set of Tamil

gangsters and attacked another while
-looting and murdering innocent Tamil
civilians; it has compromised Sri Lank-
a’s national sovereignty, and is being
.beset and attacked for it by its own
lumpen communal hoodlums.

' READERS'FORUM

A MAN ITHOUT BLOOD ON HIS HANDS

One of the marks of rationality and
wisdom is to recognise that sometimes
— although fortunately not very often —
there are no solutions to certain prob-
lems. The Sri Lankan case is one such.
There is no solution to the inhereunt
Sinhalese hatred of, and discrimina-
tion against, the Tamils; no solution to
the world-wide lumpenisation of youth,
including Sinhalese and Tamil youth,
which finds in murder and terror
‘answers’ to its grievances, and calls
these answers ‘liberation’ on the one
hand, or restoration of national ‘digni-
ty’ on the other; and no solution to the
geo-political facts which provide the
basis of India’s domination of the re-
gion.

All that is left is for civil libertarians
to remind Sinhalese and Tamils of
what would be civilised conduct, if they
were capable of it; for men and women
of goodwill — above all, nurses and
doctors and priests — to bind the
wounds and bury the bodies of those
who insist on committing suicide and
murder; and for us to remember one
man at least who had no blood on his
hands, in a sea of killing.

Dr. David Selbourne
Oxford
14.7.89

BACK TO SQUARE ONE,
IF IPKF WITHDRAWS

Had the Indian Peace Keeping Force
(IPKF) not gone into Sri Lanka, many
thousands of Tamil youths held in
detention camps such as ‘Boosa’ in the
Sinhalese areas would have been dead
by now. Neither the LTTE nor the
EPRLF would have been able to rescue
anyone from ‘Boosa’, it was India’s
intervention that saved their lives.

The Eastern Province was full of
refugee camps. Without IPKF these
camps (and many more) would still be
there.

The Indian Government is now tak-

ing a firmer line in Sri Lanka. Had
such a positive approach been taken
much earlier, it would have saved
more lives.
. There is no way in which, 4,000
"LTTE men could have set up an inde-
‘pendent EELAM against 30,000 Sri
Lankan troops. Between July, 1983,
when IPKF went in, some 25,000
Tamil civilians perished in an un-
winnable war. Indian backing would
sbe needed all the way to achieve and
*retain EELAM against a much larger
Sinhala nation. Any international rec-
-ognition of EELAM would be possible
only if India consents, not otherwise.

IPKF has a good working rela-
tionship with the Tamils in the East-
ern Province where they are most
needed. Only Indian presence can safe-
guard this area from the Sinhalese and
from any other foreign powers.

Tamils of Indian origin live in the
Central Province in the tea estates.
Recent events have shown the vulner-
ability of anyone of Indian origin living
in Sri Lanka. Only the Indian army
can safeguard these people and do
away with the great injustice suffered
by them since the British left the
island in 1948.

India has lost over 1,000 men and
spent vast sums of money in Sri
Lanka. Any pull out now would mean
back to square one and this would be
unacceptable.

Anyone who knows Sinhalese cul-
ture, history and way of thinking
would know that, left to themselves,
the Sinhalese would probably destroy
themselves and this would affect Sri
Lanka’s neighbours, including India.

Therefore, India’s intervention in Sri
Lanka was good for all concerned.

P. Varothaya Singham
Sutton
Surrey.

THE LANGUAGE OF ‘OUR
BOYS’

‘Our Tamil boys, right or wrong’ has
been the general reaction of many
Tamils. How wrong and shortsighted
this attitude is has been demonstrated
without a shadow of doubt by the cruel
murder of A. Amirthalingam and V.
Jogeswaran. Not that there was any
doubt before judging from the many
previous senseless killings — Alalasun-
daram, Dharmalingam (two TULF for-
mer MPs), human rights and huma-
nitarian workers Kathiramalai and
Kanthasamy, Government Agent Pan-
chalingam and other civil servants,
Rev. Chandra Fernando and a count-
less number of Tamils in an orgy of
inter-group violence.

When many Tamils have remained
silent out of fear or partisanship, you
deserve praise for your forthright
editorial (July 1989), the contents of
which truly reflect the real position in
the most telling manner. You are
fortunate in that you are far away in
London able to write or say what you
think is right, but we do not have that
freedom — not because of government
censorship, but we fear our very lives
will be “censored’ if we dare to utter
even a word of dissent.

By the latest killing, the voice of
able, experienced and committed
Tamil leaders have been stilled by men
who have forgotten to speak the Tamil
language but speak the only language
they seem to know, the gun. They talk
of ‘liberation’, but they have become
accomplished experts in taking liberty
with other people’s lives. How on earth
can we complain of others — Sri Lanka
security forces or the IPKF — persecut-
ing or killing Tamils, when, as you
rightly point out in your editorial, so
many Tamils are dying at the hands of
‘Our Boys™

N.N. Ananthan
Colombo 6,
Sri Lanka.

ISN'T IT STRANGE?

Isn’t it strange the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a group of the
Sri Lankan Tamils, is able to have
discussions and reach an understand-
ing with its sworn enemy, the Sri
Lankan Government, but is not able to
and is not prepared to have discussions
and reach an understanding with the
other Tamil Groups who have in no
small measure also made sacrifices in
their fight against the Sri Lankan
Armed Forces prior to the Indo-Sri
Lanka accord of July 19877

Isn’t it clear even to an average
thinking person that what the LTTE is
after is supremacy and monopoly of
power and dominance over the Tamils,
unmindful of the interests of the
Tamils at large?

Isn’t it obvious that LTTE which
according to recent reports has agreed




AUGUST 1989

TAMIL TIMES 17

« for the cessation of hostilities with the
‘Sri Lankan Government is unable to
agree the same with the Indian Gov-
ernment (the very party without

- whose support the Sri Lankan Tamils

" Government’s rightful insistence that
LTTE accommodate the other Tamil

. Groups in power sharing and give up

- arms so that members of the other
Tamil Groups and civilians who do not
fall in line are not killed by the LTTE.

Isn’t it strange that LTTE was able
to agree for the cessation of hostilities
even before a finalisation of what a Sri
Lankian Government would give in

. return — which certainly should be

‘much more than provided under the
Indo-Sri Lanka accord to justify the
stance hitherto taken by LTTE that
resulted in the destruction of many
lives and properties let alone economic
and social degeneration?

Sir, this is indeed a strange world
with strange bed fellows who profess to
fight for the rights of the people but
who all along only seek domination at
the altar of the lives and misery of the
people. And, it is really saddening that

. the people not realising it, give implicit

" acceptance to the ploys of the terrorists
because the people view their problems
with their heads and not brains thus
effectively paving the way for their
own misery and downfall.

. A. KUMARAN
24 Buckleigh Road
London SW16

WHEN MADRAS —

SLEPT IN PEACE

I feel extremely sad and angry at the
letter from Mr S. Mancharan from
South India (June issue), who by
saying IPKF action in Sri Lanka was
IPKF-LTTE confrontation, has dismis-
sed IPKF barbarism against Tamil
civilians who had nothing whatsoever
to do with LTTE.

a) Mr Manoharan, do you know in
Jaffna IPKF murdered nearly two
thousand Tamil civilians (including
babies and crippled grandmothers) in
just five weeks; a chilling statistic
which makes the Sri Lankan Army
look like angels.

b) Do you know IPKF men raped
nearly two hundred and fifty Tamil
women in the same period; a crime not
heard in Jaffna until the IPKF rapists
arrived.

¢} Do you know of the massacre at
our Jaffna Hospital, when IPKF shot
Tamil doctors, nurses and patients
inside the hospital wards; and burnt
their bodies in a big bonfire. Do you
know in the human history, since the
Second World War, only two armies
have committed mass murders in hos-
pitals; one was Pol Pot’s men in Cam-
bodia and the other IPKF in Jaffna.

The only force in this world that
could have saved the Tamil civilians in
Jaffna from murderous IPKF was the
fifty million strong South Indian

Tamils. Had they taken to the streets
in Madras in millions with emotion and
determination, New Delhi would have
feared and stopped the ghastly crime
in Jaffna at once.

Alas, when IPKF were callously kill-
Ing the Tamil civilians at random for
five weeks (a period in which Indians
outlawed each and every Tamil in our
own homeland for two thousand years)
Madras slept peacefully.

Jeyanthi Selvaratnam
Research Physicist
London

The July 89 and April 89 issues of the
‘Tamil Times’ carried letters express-
ing opinions on the Indian intervention
and the subsequent Indo-LTTE war.

Mr Manoharan writing from Madras
(in the June issue) expressed his belief
that while the IPKF’s confrontation
with the LTTE was ‘regrettable’, it was
all brought about by the LTTE’s desire
to eliminate all other groups and ‘set
up a dictatorship over the Tamil
people’.

As for India’s intervention he be-
lieves that this stemmed from *. . . .the
bounden duty of the Indian Govern-
ment to act to protect the country’s
legitimate interests, security, inde-
pendence and territorial integrity’.
(Which was under threat by the US-
Pakistan-Sri Lanka alliance).

Mt Ganesheratnam, an Australian

"~ resident writing in the Tamil Times of -

April 89 blames the Indo-LTTE war on
the Tamil attitude which he describes
as being ‘.. . .ungrateful, provocative,
uncompromising and uncom-
plimentary.

Interestingly, both views imply the
IPKF-LTTE confrontation to be one
brought about by IPKF’s knee-jerk
reaction to LTTE’s ‘Intransigence/
Provocation’.

1t is the writer’s view, however, that
this is a simplistic explanation which
neither fits in with the intensity of the
IPKF assault nor the action of the
RAW and other Indian Agencies over a
long period of time.

Indian assault on the Tigers was/is
not a reaction to intransigence or pro-
vocation, but, an intentional move de-
signed to implement Mr Garndhi’s poli-
¢y in regard to Sri Lanka which was
perceived to be moving into the US-
Pakistan axis and the LTTE which was
proving to be truly committed to seek-
ing a degree of autonomy for the Tamil
Homeland (Eelam) far greater than
what was being enjoyed by the States
within the Indian Union.

The Gandhi administration
appeared to have believed that the
emergence of a Tamil State in Sri
Lanka, enjoying a greater degree of
autonomy than any of the Indian
States would prove detrimental to its
own unity and hence the decision to
liquidate/weaken the Tigers.

At the same time the Indian central
Government was aware that an under-
standing with the Tigers (who had
emerged to be the dominant military
force in Sri Lanka) was essential to
legitimize Indian intervention on
‘humanitarian’ grounds.

This understanding was obtained
through a mixture of ‘carrots and
sticks’ whereby the LTTE was prom-
ised ‘pride of place’ in the interim
government while measures were
taken to indicate to the LTTE its
dependence on the Indian Govern-
ment. (For example. In November
1986, all communication equipment of
the LTTE was confiscated by the Gov-
ernment and Mr Prabakaran placed
under house arrest and in May 87
when ‘Operation Liberation’ was
underway the Indian Government was
withholding arms and ammunition to
the LTTE to indicate India’s hold on
the direction of the war).

The actions of the IPKF shortly after
their arrival in Sri Lanka were quite
clearly designed to draw the LTTE into
a confrontation with a view to weaken
it militarily. This is borne out by the
obviously provocative actions of the
IPKF which included the creation of
the ‘Tri Star’ group, the deliberate
delay in the setting up of the Interim
Administration and the arbitrary
arrests leading to the suicide of 17
senior members of the LTTE.

From Mr Gandhi’s point of view the
exercise had proved disastrous only
because of the underestimation of the
LTTE’s willingness and ability to stand
up to the IPKF.

It is the writer’s assertion, that, had
the LTTE been defeated militarily, Mr
Gandhi would have succeeded in sig-
nalling to Colombo, India’s total con-
trol over the Tamil militants and its
willingness to use the militants to
realise its own objectives. These objec-
tives being primarily to ensure Sri
Lanka’s total subservience to India in
regard to foreign policy.

Indian propaganda would have in
the meantime ensured that the
meagre provisions of the Provisional
Council is drummed up to be ‘a great
victory’ for Indian diplomacy, satis-
fying Tamil Nadu’s concerns and
boosting Mr Gandhi’s political career.

As far as Eelam (Sri Lankan) Tamils
were concerned, the ‘peace’ would have
been a hollow one indeed having
gained a provincial government with
little or no power at the cost of being
forced to abandon the means to con-
tinue with the armed struggle.

As for the Sri Lankan Government,
the price of compromising on its
sovereignty would have meant an end
to ‘Tamil Terrorism’, and the freeing
up of its considerable military machin-
ery to combat the ‘Southern Subver-
sives’.

Continued on Page 19
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LONDON MEIKANDAAR ADHEENAM
TRUST: CHARITY No. 293 007

BOOKS ON

TAMIL CULTURE, AND SANVITE HINDUISM
By K. Gnanasoorian, M.Sc., M.B.LM.
(Revised Prices: as from 1.1.88)
Books in English
1. Introduction to Tamil Culture
Second. Edition, January 1984 (Price:£10)
2. A Date With Destiny.
on Saiva Siddhanta Philosphy, 1980 (Price:£10)
3. Introduction to Saivite Hinduism
A Primer for beginners, 1982 (Price:£5)
4., Meaninglof Life
in Saivite Hinduism, October 1985 (Price:£10)
5. Thiruk-Kural
Selected Translations, 1976 (Price:£5)
6. What is Saiva Siddhanta?
1986. (Price:£5)
7. Periya Purana Pushpaanijali
1988 (Price:£10)
8. Sarvam Sivamayam
an Outline of Saivism 1989 (Price:£5)
Books in Tamil
9. Anchaa Nencham
On Literature. 1980 (Price:£10)
10. Thamilaa Viliththelu
Essays, 1981 (Price: £10)

11. Viduthalaiyum Veetuperum
on Thiruvacagam. 1984 (Price: £10)

For Post«ge and Packing please add 15% of COST
rders with cheques payable to:—

L.M.A. TRUST,
72 King Edward Road, London E17 (UK)

-
INDIAN ARMY CRIMES

In July 1987, when the Indian army arrived in Jaffna,
calling itself ‘The Peace Keeping Force’, the entire Tamil
populace welicomed them with great joy. But within three
months of their arrival, in the name of enforcing peace,
they murdered hundreds of innocent Tamil men, women
and children in cold blood and left their bodies to
decompose for days with contempt. Grief-stricken people
who went to inquire about their murdered family members,
conscientious citizens who tried to cremate the dead and
attend to the injured were themselves butchered by the
indians. The savagery of the Indians was beyond words.
The Tamil soul never experienced such heartless brutality
even during the peak of the Vadamarachi operation by the
Sri Lankan army. Forty years after the Nuremberg trials
and subsequent hanging of the war criminals, its deterrent
value has been made a mockery by the Indians.

We are a group of non-political Tamils compiling a
report of Indian army crimes from October 1987 till now.
We would like to hear from the next of kin of all those who
perished at the hands of the Indians.

Write to (s with your telephone number to: Mr. Kumar, 4
Rose Hill Gardens, Greenford, Middx. UB6 OLB, U.K.

A AR

ALEEM KHAN & CO
SOLICITORS

A.A. KHAN BA. LLB. R.B. SOUTHCOMBE M.A.
Assistant Solicitors: S. ARAVINDAN and Mrs R. ARAVINDAN

% DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CONVEYANCING

* LANDLORD & TENANT AND PERSONAL INJURY
CASES OUR SPECIALITY

* LATE EVENINGS & SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS
AVAILABLE

* TAMIL, URDU, PUNJABI, HINDI AND BENGALI
SPOKEN

We also run
ESTATE AGENCY UNDER THE SAME ROOF

1Y% sole agency fee includes all legal work
as well as Estate agency services.
Mortgages arranged quickly. Also letting agency.

Tel: 01-472 4462
Fax: 01-471 9731

19 PLASHET GROVE
LONDON E6 1AD
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EDF IN PARLIAMENT
By Rita Sebastian

“On July 21st twelve of the thirteen
members of the Eelavar Democratic
-Front EDF (the former EROS) elected
to Parliament in the February polls
ook their seats in parliament.

" For four months they had boycotted

its sittings. At a press conference be-
fore the parliamentary sessions in
March, they expressed what they de-
scribed as two main concerns that were
holding them back. The release of
Tamil political prisoners was a priority
issue which they took up with Presi-
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa and had
resolved. The other concern, the repeal
of the sixth amendment which requires
the swearing of allegiance to the unit-
ary concept of the constitution they
have now decided to resolve, by being a
part of the parliamentary process
themselves and working towards a
consensus of all political parties,
irrespective of party lines.

When the twelve members of the
EDF took their seats they became the
largest Tamil group in Parliament.

The change from the Eelam Revolu-
tionary Organisation of Students to
the Eelavar Democratic Front has
been long, and hard for some of its
cadres, trained in the Palestinian
camps in Beirut in acts of sabotage and
subversion. From an armed military
struggle they have now committed
themselves to the established par-
liamentary structure to fight for their
rights.

Eliyathamby Ratnasabapathy,
Member of Parliament for Jaffna,
often described as the ‘founding father’
of EROS, the ex-journalist who calls
himself an economic researcher traces
the early beginnings of EROS to hav-
ing its roots in the country’s rural
economy. ‘Our main thrust was the
economic well-being of the Tamil
speaking people’.,. But came 1980
and the fourth Tamil International
Conference in Jaffna that took nine
lives. What happened then is now
history but it was the turning point for
EROS. ‘We became a political move-
ment with a well established structure’
recalls Ratnasabapathy.

Today as the EDF looks forward to
articulating the grievances of the
Tamil speaking people in the country’s
supreme legislature Ratnasabapathy
says ‘individuals create institutions,
institutions throw up the leadership
and the EDF has thrown up its own
leaders that will emancipate the Tamil
speaking people’.

Here Ratnasabapathy answers a
number of wide ranging questions.

Q. — Have you dropped the demand
for Eelam?

A. — We have never demanded
Eelam. There is a difference between
separate state and statehood. What we

have been asking for is a statehood
within the framework of a united Sri -

Lanka. Statehood means a politically =

demarcated area within which Tamil
people can manage their affairs, but
within the governance of the island’s
government. Take the United King-
dom — Scotland, England and Wales -
within a United Kingdom is one coun-
try in three nations. It’s such a political
framework that the United National
Party should evolve.

Q. — Do you think the Tamil groups
can come together to solve the Tamil
question?

A. — We still have hope for Tamil
unity, only unity can bring lasting
peace for the Tamils. India should have
used her good offices to forge such a
unity specially after the Thimpu con-
ference. President Premadasa is now
making the effort to bring the groups
together but he must not make the
same mistake of the Indian govern-
ment which was talking to the groups
separately. There should be a common
programme which will have the parti-
cipation of all the groups. We have
always stood. for tripartite talks, the
governments of Sri Lanka, India and
the groups. After all India is a party to
the accord, and such talks would have
helped in effecting the withdrawal of
the Indian troops.

Q. ~ You had talks with Ceylon
Workers Congress President S.
Thondaman who is also a member of
the Premadasa cabinet. Was there any-
thing specific you discussed?

A. — No. It was merely to establish
friendly relations. We are not against
the CWC as a Trade Union, that is why
we didn’t organise a trade union in the
plantation sector. But we are deeply
concerned about the plantation work-
ers and that is why we nominated a
person from the plantations to parlia-
ment under our banner. This is the
first time in the parliamentary history
of this country that a political group is
representing the north, east and the
plantation sector in Parliament, The
plantation workers have always had
separate representation.

Q. — What are your relations with the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE)?

A. — We have had fraternal relations
with the LTTE but such relations have
not helped to work out a concrete and
meaningful solution to the Tamil
problem.

Q. — What in your opinion is. prevent-
ing Tamil unity?

A. — There is a vacuum in the
leadership. The Tamils at this stage
need a leadership that reflects the
interests of the Tamil speaking people
at large.

Q. — How would you describe the
politics of your party?

A. — People call us Marxists. I would
describe us as dialectical social demo-

-

crats.

Q. — Why didn’t your party partici-
pate in the provincial council elections?
tions?

A. — We made it quite clear that any
political solution of the Tamil question
must include the problems of the
plantation workers as well.

Q.- Will EROS take up arms again?

A. — We hope the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment and other parties like India
will not force us to a situation where
we will be compelled to take up arms
again. Today we carry arms for our
protection because of the prevailing
security situation in the country.

Continued from Page 11

Prabakaran approached Amirthaling-
am when the LTTE was a fledgling and
requested that the TULF support it, he
declined to do so. All groups were close
to him and their members would often
visit him in Madras. But LTTE mem-
bers seldom did so. Before the Thimpu
talks, the LTTE had called him a
‘traitor’ and there were reports much
earlier that it had passed a death
sentence on him.

The relationship between the LTTE
and the TULF became obviously
strained after the confrontation be-
tween the LTTE and the Indian Peace-
Keeping Force began on October 10,
1987. (Earlier, in September 1987, the
LTTE had agreed to give three seats
out of 12 to the TULF in the interim
administrative council) in the last few
weeks, with the TULF taking a stand
that the IPKF should continue on the
island and the LTTE demanding that
it should pull out, there was obviously
no meeting point between the LTTE
and the TULF.

(Frontline, July 22-August 4, 1 989).

Continued from Page 17

It is vital that all Tamils regardless
of their political differences consider
this before accusing each other or the
LTTE of intransigence/provocation.

Ana Pararajasingham
129 Madagascar Drive,
Kings Park,
NSW 2148
Australia.

YOGA & CO|

Solicitors &
Adminstrators
of Oaths

47 Booth Road,
Colindale,
London NW9 5JS
Telephone:
01-205 0899

L
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LANKA SOLIDARITY IN JAPAN

— Tribute to Kanthasamy —

In Tokyo, a group of about 20 indi-
viduals, including Sri Lankans and
representatives of the National Christ-
jan Council of Japan (NCC-J), the
Center for Christian Response to Asian
Issues (CCRAI), HELP Asia Women’s
Shelter, Pacific-Asia Resource Center
(PARC), the Maryknoll Sisters and the
Peace-Makers, gathered to remember
Mr. Kanthasamy and express solidar-
ity with and concern for the people of
Sri Lanka.

On the 19th of June, 1988, Mr.
Kanthasamy was kidnapped, allegedly
by an armed Tamil group, in Jaffna,
Sri Lanka. Since he disappeared, his
whereabouts or what happened to him
have yet to be discerned. It is believed
that he is dead.

In order to pay tribute to Mr. Kanth-
asamy and to strengthen solidarity
efforts on behalf of Sri Lanka, human
rights groups in Sri Lanka and in
various parts of the world gathered in
the week of June 19 — 26, 1989, exactly
one year since his disappearance.

The fact that a militant Tamil group
is believed responsible for Mr. Kanth-
asamy’s disappearance highlights the
difficulty of the current crisis, which

has now pitted Tamils against Tamils
and Sinhalese against Sinhalese.

Sri Lanka, once a peaceful and
prosperous country, has been trans-
formed in the latter half of the 20th
century into one of the world’s most
violent and unstable regions. The con-
flict between the Tamils and the
Sinhalese has wrought tremendous
suffering upon all the people of this
land torn with unending violence, in
the form of random arrests, torture,
killings, political repression and econo-
mic instablity.

The intervention of the Indian Peace
Keeping Forces in 1987 has further
complicated the situation and turned it
into an issue of international concern
and responsibility.

In the midst of this situation, various
groups and individuals have struggled
to give support and hope to the suffer-
ing people of Sri Lanka, risking their
lives in order to do so. Mr. K. Kanth-
asamy, a lawyer whose work included
the founding of the Home for Human
Rights to assist the victims of viola-
tions of human rights, fund raising and
networking for Tamil support groups
and rehabilitation efforts for Tamil

refugees, was one such individual.

Mr Santasilan Kadirgamar, a Sri
Lankan lecturer now living in Japan,
gave a presentation and led the discus-
sion.

Expressing deep concern and grie-
vance over the disappearance of Mr.
Kanthasamy, the gathering adopted
an appeal concerning the present
situation in Sri Lanka:—

‘The prevailing situation in Sri
Lanka continues to be a matter of
grave concern. People from all walks of
life, Sinhalese, Tamils and Muslims,
have become victims of the unending
violence, indiscriminate killings, illegal
detention, torture and disappearances
that take place almost daily in Sri
Lanka.

‘We appeal to all parties involved in
this conflict, including the government
of Sri Lanka and its security force, the
Indian Peace Keeping Forces, and the
armed organizations among the
Sinhalese and Tamils to restore demo-
cratic processes and to respect human
rights, especially of youth, the oppres-
sed and the poor, and to stop the
senseless killings and kidnapping of
unarmed persons.

‘We pray for peace with justice for all
the people of Sri Lanka — including
Sinhalese, Tamils and Muslims.’

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

“Sept 8 7.30 p.m. Sarod recital by Ustad
Amjad Ali Khan with Shaffat Ahmed Khan on
Tabla at Queen Elizabeth Hali, South Bank
Centre, London SE1. Box Office Tel: 01-928
8800.

Sept 9 6.30 p.m. Uduvil Girls’ College UK.
Alumni meeting and dinner at Putney Method-
ist Church Hall, Gwendolen Avenue, London
SW15. For tickets and information Tel: 01-
470 2641, 01-543 3008, 0564 774852.

Sept 16 7.00 p.m. Chundikuli & St Johns’
Past Pupils’ Association A.G.M. & Dinner at
Finchley Manor Hill School, Summers Lane,
London N12. Further information from 01-368
2129, 0702 524661, 0727 59614.

Sept 17 1 p.m. Skanda Varodaya College Old
Students’ Association A.G.M., Reunion
Lunch & Variety Entertainment at Lola Jones
Hall, Greaves Place, off Garratt Lane, London
SW17 ONE. For tickets and information Tel:
01-681 2052, 01-692 0823, 0892 824661.

Sept 30 6.00 p.m. Jaffna Central & Vembadi
Old Boys' & Old Girls' Associations Dinner &
Disco at Lola Jones Hall, Greaves Place, off
Garratt Lane, London SW17 ONE. For tickets
and information Tel: 01-543 1595, 01-542
1575, 01-995 6054, 0474 61600.

_ At Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 4A Castletown
< Road, London W14 9HQ Tel: 01-381 3036/
4608

Sept 3 10.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Wholeday
Yoga Seminar by B.K.S. lyengar Group.
Sept 4 7.00 p.m. Ganesh Chaturthi — Bajan,
Puja, & Prasad. All welcome.

Sept 9 7.00 p.m. Sitar Recital by Nishat Khan
vith Anindo Chatterjee on Tabla.

3ept 22 7.30 p.m. Bharata Natyam by Pra-
<ash & Nina. )

BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF YOUNG
MUSICIANS

Young musicians resident in UK. and in-
terested in Carnatic Music and Dance have
recently banded themselves together as the
British Association of Young Musicians. They
propose to popularise the study of these
ancient art forms and have chalked out an
ambitious programme of concerlts, quiz ses-
sions, speeches, exhibitions, essay competi-
tions etc.

An Essay Competition on Carnatic Music
has been organised for students divided into
two groups viz Juniors — Not over 12 on
30.9.89 and Seniors — Not over 21 on
30.9.89. The essay topics are Juniors —
Musical Scales in Carnatic Music and Seniors
— Raga Systems in Carnatic Music. Entries
close on 30.9.89. For further particulars
please contact Hony. Secrelary, 2 James
Cottages, Eynsford Road, Crockenhill, Kent
BR8 8JT.

The final scene of the play ‘Mullii Aadum
Maiarkal’ staged by the Eelam Tamil
;;\gs;ogfghon of New South Wales, Australia on

TAMIL MAGISTRATES IN FlJi

Two Tamil lawyers have taken their oaths as
Resident Magistrates in Fiji. They are Mr. V.P.
Sundralingam and Mr. Ramachandran Rud-
ranathan.

Mr. Sundralingam had practiced civil and
criminal law before appointment to the Judici-
ary as a magistrate in which capacity he
served in many districts throughout Sri Lanka
including Colombo. He was a district judge
before leaving for Fiji.

Mr. Rudranathan has wide experience in
local government laws and disciplinary in-
quiries.

MURUGAN TEMPLE FOR
WASHINGTON

The construction of the Murugan temple of
North America began on June 4 marked by
week-long celebrations including discourses
on Lord Murugan.

The temple is being built in Washington
near the head-quarters of the National Avia-
tion and Space agency. A sri Shiva-Vishnu
temple will also be constructed almost simul-
taneously.

Sri Krupananda Variar and Sri Swami
Salchithananda presided over the cere-
monies.

Dr Gopal Guruswamy, president of the
temple, said the funds for the temple were
being contributed by Tamils and non-Tamils
in the United States and Canada.

The Tamil Nadu Government has sanc-

tioned Rs. 300,000 for the local costs to be
incurred in India.
- Dr. Guruswamy said the immediate goal
was to raise $600,000 for the first phase of
the construction. The temple would probably
cost $1.2 millions, he said.
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A SERIOUS ILLNESS? . .
NO, IT WOULD NEVER
HAPPEN TO ME!

. N ...ARE YOU SURE
(Frire) ABOUT THAT? L/

The chances of having a heart attack or developing
cancer before 65 are greater than you think

LIVING ASSURANCE PLAN

offers protection in the event of:

Heart Attack
Most Cancers
Stroke
Coronary Artery Disease Surgery
Kidney Failure
Permanent Disability before age 60

Not only does Living Assurance provide a lump
sum benefit on the first of three events:serious
Hillness, permanent disability and death but the
plan can acquire a cash value.

-

For personal service Ring or Write to

P. SRINIVASAN

Over 15 years experience in serving Sri Lankan clientele)
Licensed by the Office of Fair Trading
1524 London Road, London SW16 4EU
Telephone:01-679 1952/3

I

SHIPPING - AIR FREIGHT - TRAVEL

UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE H
PERSONAL EFFECTS, HOUSEHOLD GOODS,
VEHICLES, MACHINERIES ETC.

We supply Tax Free Goods for export
‘ to

%* SRI LANKA * INDIA * PAKISTAN *
* AUSTRALIA AND OTHER FAR EAST
COUNTRIES * CANADA * USA % AFRICA
AND OTHER WORLD DESTINATIONS

We collect. We pack. We insure.

WE WILL FLY YOU ANY WHERE, ANY TIME
ON SCHEDULED FLIGHTS AT LOW PRICES

GLEN CARRIERS LIMITED

Unit 1 Poplar Mews, Uxbridge Road, Shepherds Bush,
London W12 7JP
Tel: 01-740 8379/01-749 0595
Fax: 01-740 4229 Telex 929657 Glenca G

{ MAKE YOUR HOME A MAINTENANCE FREE ZONE NOW!

STOP WASTING YOUR TIME AND MONE Y,

THROW AWAY YOUR OLD PAINT BRUSHES

SELL YOUR LADDERS AND NEVER LIVE IN |
FEAR OF COWBOYS AGAIN |

REVAMP YOUR HOME

WE REPLACE WINDOWS, GUTTERING,
FASCIAS, CLADDING AND ALL EXTERIOR
WOODWORK WITH SPARKLING
MAINTENANCE FREE UPVC. ALL MATERIALS
USED CONFORM WITH AND HOLD THE
PRESTIGIOUS BRITISH BOARD OF

AGREEMENT CERTIFICATE

THE FINEST MATERIALS COMBINED WITH
CONSCIENTIOUS RELIABLE CRAFTSMEN AT
A TRULY REASONABLE COST.

RING 01-882 1766 NOW!

=DEE ESTIMATES AND HONEST ADVICE BACKED
.7 WITH A FULLY UNCONDITIONAL TEN YEAR
: ~ARANTEE ON ALL LABOUR AND MATERIALS.

@

NORTH LONDON
SRI LANKANS’ ASSOCIATION

Dance to the tune of
SAM the MAN
& MARIAZELLE
(of ‘Kandy Lamissi’ fame)
At the
DANCE OF THE YEAR
; On
Saturday 7th October 1989
At

Porchester Hall, Queensway
London W2 5HS k
(nearest tube: Bayswater)

From 7.30pm
Plenty of Sri Lankan Food Licensed bar

|

Ist Prize of Raffle ~ Return ticket to Paris
Many more prizes!! Baila Competitions!!
Tickets: £8.00 in advance — £8.50 at the gate

Children under 10 Free

For further information and Tickets from:

WIJE 0727 50135 SAMCO 01-882 1055

NEVILLE 0727 59775 GLEN CARRIERS 01-749 0595

NIHAL 0727 42156 EUROLANKA 01-254 9623

PREM 07373 50396 PRINCE OF CEYLON 01-202 5967

BIMAL 01-552 7922 EURO VIDEQ 01-459 8589

KAPILA 01-767 4596 NEELA VANEE 01-561 3723
FLEET FOODS 01-205 3804
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CLASSIFIED ADS

.First 20 words £10.
A¢h additional word 60P:
Charge for Box No. £3

- (Vat 15% extra)
‘Prepayment essenti
‘The Advertisement Manage
Tamil Times Ltd, PO Box 12}
utton, Surrey SMi 3TD"
Phone 01-644 0972

MATRIMONIAL

gi‘Jaffna Hindu brother seeks suitable partner
for his U.K. qualified professional brother, 32,
working in U.K. Horoscope, details and photo-
graph to M 307, c/o Tamil Times.

Jafina Hindu parents seek partner under 35
years, working abroad, for their professionally
qualified accountant daughter also working
abroad. Reply with details and horoscope o
M 310, c¢/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents in USA seek profes-
sional groom for daughter, 22, completing

university, father professor. Delails to M 31 1,~

c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Tamil Christian parents permanent
residents Australia, seek groom for daughter,
age 26, 5'5", fair complexion holding staff

grade job and doing further studies. Reply

with full details to M 312, c/o Tamil Times.

Hindu Tamil doctor seeks suitable partner
for doctor son, 26, British citizen. Reply with
horoscope and photograph M 313, ¢/o Tamil
Times. .

Brother seeks partner for professionally qual-
ified British citizen brother, 33 years, Tamil
Hindus preferred. Details to M 314, c/o Tamil
Times.

‘Brother seeks young educated partner for
{Catholic sister in Colombo, 26 years, qualified
‘doctor, willing to emigrate. M 315, c/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Hindu Brother seeks qualified part-
iner, midforties for attractive sister, innocent
“divorcee, employed accounting field U.K. M
2316 c/o Tamil Times.

g@Jaffna Hindus seek qualified professional,
‘S preferably accountant or engineer for their
tonly daughter, 29 plus, B.A. (Maths) Hons
rand B.Com Hons with two parts CIMA. Two
=brothers are medical doctor and final MBBS
‘and two brothers accounting students. Only
: one willing to settle down overseas or Austra-
*lia must write in confidence to P.O.Box 6957,

Boroko, Papua, New Guinea. If groom has
~any cousin sisters marriage can be arranged

for one of the medical students. Please send
“chart and other details.

“Jaffna Hindu brother seeks groom for
_graduate sister, 30, in well established posi-
tion in city. Permanent resident and UK
educated. Chart and details to M 317 c/o
Tamil Times.

‘Aunt seeks for Jaffna Christian good looking
niece, 25, qualified accountant, professionally
qualified partner with sober habits. Send full
details to M 318 c/o Tamil Times.

‘Jaffna Hindu unencumbered lady, /ate for-
ties, British citizen, owning house, property,
car, permanent employee, seeks marriage
partner, companion. M 319 c/o Tamil Times.

WEDDING BELLS

We congratulate the following couples on
their recent marriage.

Asokan son of Mr and Mrs A. Segaratnasing-
am, Varuthalaivilan, Tellippalai, Sri Lanka and
Vasanthy daughter of Mrs C.E. Anandarajan
and the late Mr. C.E. Anandarajan, former
Principal, St Johns’ College, Jaffna at St
Johns’ Church, Chundikuli on 1.7.89.

Vimalan son of the late Mr V. Jeganathan
and Mrs K. Jeganathan, 18/6 Hampden Lane,
Colombo 6 and Komathy Kowshala daugh-
ter of Mr and Mrs Loganathan, 6 Vernon
Avenue, London E12 6DE on 20.8.89 at
London Sri Murugan Temple. London E12.

Balakumar son of Mrs K. Wijeratnam, 41
Mary’s Road, Bambalapitiya, Colombo 4 and
the late Mr Wijeratnam and Thulasi daughter
of Mr & Mrs Manickavasagar, 45 Station

_Road, Dehiwala, Sri Lanka on 21.8.89 at

Saraswathy Hall, Colombo 4.

OBITUARIES

Mrs Mercy P. Thirumany P.L.S. nee Lee
passed away peacefully on 21.7.89 leaving
behind her loving husband and three children
Ruby, George and Diamond and a host of
relatives and friends. Funeral held same day
from 72 Jalan Kemajuan (12/18) 46200 Petal-

*ing Jaya to Trinity Methodist Church. Grateful

thanks to Doctors, Staff of University Hospital
(Emergency and Ward 13A), Pastors and all
in attendance. .

Mr. Muthiah Samuel Thambithurai refired _
teacher, St Johns College, Jaffna, passed

away on 31.7.89 at his son’s residence — 12
Swartz Lane, Chundikuli, Sri Lanka.

J.K. Retnanandam husband of late Daisy
and late Dr. Pakkiam, father of Raj, Sotha
Vethanayagam, Chella (all of Canada), Chut-
ta (U ©) departed 7th June 1989. — 108
Milbc 'ne Road East, Edmonton, Canada.

IN MEMORIUM

in loving memory of ‘Mrs Sinnathangam
Suppiah (Retired Head Mistress, Arunasa-
lam Vidyasalai, Alaveddy, Sri Lanka) on the
first anniversary of her passing away on
20.8.88.

Sadly missed and lovingly remembered by

her children Sivathasan and Sivarupavathy,

daughter-in-law Sivadevi; son-in-law Siva-
subramaniam and grand-children Kuhan,
Nirupa, Meera, and Parathan — 303 Hemp-
stead Road, Hempstead, Gillingham, Kent
ME7 3QJ.

Chelliah Kandasamy Telecommunication
Engineer, who passed away on 7.9.88.

Everlasting in your memories

To all who knew you

For selfless service without fear or favour
In God you found peace and contentment
In you we found love and happiness

you are away from our sight

But never from our thoughts

Sadly missed and fondly remembered by your
everloving wife Pushparani; children Ranjini,
Ranjan, Mohan, and Raji; son-in-law Nade-
san and daughters-in-law Rajarajeswari and
Ranjini — 58 Magowar Street, Girraween.
NSW2145, Australia.

In loving remembrance of
Mrs Nagaratnam Subramaniam
beloved wife of the late Sinnathamby Sub-
ramaniam of Manipay, Sri Lanka; mother of
Sivagnanam (U.K.), Kumarasingham, Mrs

Neelakanthi Subramaniam, Mrs
Nagaletchumy Thirunathan, Mrs Loganayaky
Swaminathan, Mrs Thirupathy Path-
manathan, and Bahiravathy (Nona) Path-
manathan (all of Sri Lanka); sister of Camer-
on Thangammah (Sri Lanka) and the late K.
Poopalan (Kuala Lumpur) who passed away
on 14.8.88.— 122 Alexandra Road, Londor
Swra.

First death anniversary of Gunaratna
Shanmuganathan (known as G.S. Nathar

. who passed away on 26th August 1988.

Sadly missed and fondly remembered by hi:
loving wife Sotheeswary; children Radhika
Sangeetha, and Laksmanan — 50 Leightc~

R Street, West Croydon, U.K.
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Quality, practical computer training for student, professionals and business people

LONDON SCHOOL OF COMPUTING

Computer Modular Courses

0 Fundamentals of Computers — 15 hours maximum
s (A unique course designed to suit everyone from absolute beginner to experienced programmer)

Programming Languages
. COBOL (COmmon Business Oriented Language)

BASIC (Beginners All purpose Symbolic Instruction Code

PASCAL

(C’

ASSEMBLER

PL/1

MODULA-2

PROLOG or any other in the market

* % % % % % ¥

Other Packages

Word Processing

Database

Spreadsheet

Desk Top Publishing, Typesetting etc.
Advanced Operating Systems Commands

Long Term Computer Courses

O Diploma in Software Science
O Certificate in Computer Programming
O Certificate in Business Computing

External Examinations
British Computer Society Part 1

City & Guilds - Information Technology Scheme

General :
Courses are available on ad-hoc basis to suit individual requirements
All courses are available full-time & part-time

Our full-time courses satisfy Home Office requirements

Why not take our free aptitude today?

For further particulars and application form contact:

The Registrar
LSC
Linburn House
350 Kilburn High Road
London NW6 2QJ
United Kingdom
Telephone: 01-328 9966
Telex: 892843 OFFLET G Fax:01-624 4100
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Rathbone Holidays Limited

GENERAL & BUSINESS TRAVEL
55 RATHBONE PLACE, LONDON W1P TAB ENGLAND

We are Main Agents for Air Lanka, UTA, Korean Air, Royal Jordanian Airline

Some of our best fares

S

DESTINATION ONE WAY RETURN

FROME  FROM £
* COLOMBO 305.00 575.00
* TRIVANDRUM 325.00 600.00
* TRICHY 325.00 600.00
* DUBAI 24500  325.00
* SINGAPORE 34500  595.00
* BOMBAY/DELHI 265.00  465.00
* CALCUTTA 230.00  435.00
* SYDNEY 45500  735.00
* JOHANNESBURG  345.00 735.00
* HONG KONG 365.00 570.00
* PERTH 490.00 830.00

FOR PROMPT ATTENTION
PLEASE CALL US ON
01 580 4460
NOW!

We accept all mojor credit cards — Viso/Barclaycard/Access/ Amencan Expross
WE ARE NOW OPEN SATURDAY BETWEEN 10.00 HOURS to 13.00 HOURS

H0bH CHHW SLEUTF FeUQH6IT
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