www.tamilarangam.net

85p

Tamil

Volume VIl NO. 2 ISSN 0266-4488 JANUARY 1988

MGR LEAVES A VOID

SWORN IN AS CHIEF MINISTER
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A VOID THAT CANNOT BE FILLED

M.G.RAMACHANDRAN, the matinee idol of the ITamiI silver
screen turned politician, became a legend in his own lifetime. He
was the most popular Chief Minister Tamil Nadu has had hitherto.

He was the single most dominant public figure in the whole of
South India.

Although MGR was ailing for years, his sudden departure from
this world following a heart attack sent waves of shock, sorrow and
anguish across the entire length and breadth of Tamil Nadu.
Millions poured out into the streets weeping and wailing uncon-
trollably, and some even committed suicide unable to bear the loss
of their much cherished and loved leader. All transport grounded to
a halt. Not a single shop remained open. In short, the entire State
and its people were paralysed.

The President and Prime Minister of India with many senior
central government Ministers, Chief Ministers of other States of
the Indian Union and several leaders of the opposition national
parties descended on Madras to pay their last respects to MGR. The
gun carriage for the hearse was airlifted from Delhi. The Central
Government declared a day of national mourning. Such was the
stature MGR had assumed at national level.

Perhaps MGR was the only Chief Minister of an Indian State to
have played an international role. The ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka
had overflowed into Tamil Nadu and MGR became a crucial factor
in any move towards the resolution of the conflict. His attitude to
the conflict largely contributed in influencing the Indian central
government’s approach to Sir Lanka and its ethnic problem.

MGR’s contribution to the cause of the Sri Lankan Tamil
community needs no emphasis or exaggeration. The Tamil com-
munity owes a gigantic debt to him for the timely assistance,
ungrudging support and safe sanctuary given to the tens of
thousands of Tamil refugees who flooded into Tamil Nadu following
the July 1983 anti-Tamil violence in Sri Lanka. As his sustained
support for the struggling Tamils of the island became well known,
he became the convenient target for malicious attacks by every
third rate Sri Lankan politician. MGR was determined to go to any
lengths in assisting the Tamils of Sri Lanka to regain their rights.
At the time the fighting between the Indian Peace Keeping Force
and the LTTE broke out, MGR was in the USA for medical
treatment. He returned only a few days before his death. But
immediately upon his return to Madras, against all medical advice,
he journeyed to Delhi to discuss the problem with Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi and express his concern about the tragic turn of
events as far as the Tamils of Sri Lanka were concerned. Such was
his committment to the Tamil cause.

Most of all, MGR was a man of the people. And the people
regarded him as the symbol of their power. His tenure of office as
Chief Minister was marked by an abiding concern for the average
man and the upliftment of downtrodden. Millions of unprivileged
people benefited by his several welfare schemes and social
programmes, the most noteworthy among them was the scheme for
the provision of free mid-day meals for millions of school children.

Tamil Nadu and its people have lost a truly great leader. The Sri
Lankan Tamils have lost a truly loyal friend. The void left by his
departure is impossible to fill.
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25 KILLED IN POLICE RAMPAGE

AT least 25 people were indiscriminate-
ly killed on 24 December in the crowded
Batticaloa bazaar in eastern Sri Lanka
when the police rampaged through the
bazaar shooting every one in sight. The
rampage occurred allegedly in retalia-
tion to the ambush by militants belong-
ing to the LTTE in which two police-
men in civilian dress were killed.

At the time of the police rampage,
the bazaar was crowded with
thousands of shoppers. Dozens of
policemen from the nearby police sta-
tion poured into the bazaar shooting
and setting alight shops. Cyclists were
asked to alight and shot at point blank
range. People who scurried for cover
from the blazing guns were shot on the
run, their bodies slumping to the road.
Some people were shot more than a
quarter of a mile from the market area.

The Roman Catholic Bishop’s house
near the market was damaged in the
firing. A church official said that people
were dragged out of shops and shot by
police.

According to hospital sources, 19
bodies were brought to the Batticaloa
Hospital of which three were those of
children under 14. Eighteen more in-
jured persons were also admitted to the
hospital of whom 9 were in a critical
condition.

U.N.P. CHAIRMAN
GUNNED DOWN

THE chairman of the ruling United
National Party, Mr.Harsha Abeywar-
dene and three others were killed on 23
December when unidentified gunmen
sprayed bullets into the car in which
they were travelling at Hampden Lane,
Wellawatte in Sri Lanka’s capital, Col-
ombo.

Mr.Abeywardene was being driven
to work with a bodyguard and col-
league, when his car slowed down at
the road junction and a man waiting at
the roadside pulled out a T-56 automa-
tic rifle and fired about twenty rounds
at the car, while another man threw a
grenade. All four people in the car died
instantly.

Besides the UNP chief, the victims
were his driver B.Sunil Ranjith, his
bodyguard, a Police Sergeant A.M.Gu-
nasena, and another person S.Liyana-
pathirana.

The assasins escaped on a bicycle.
The police who arrived at the scene
soon after the killing found a motor
cycle abandoned nearby with its engine
running. It is presumed that this motor
cycle was to be the getaway vehicle of
assailants, but in panic they had aban-
doned it and fled.

The suspicion for the attack has
predictably fallen on the Deshapremi

Janatha Viyaparaya (Patriotic Peoples
Movement — DJV), which is supposed
to be the military wing of the pros-
cribed Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(Peoples Liberation Front — JVP). This
organisation has been accused of sever-
al murders of members belonging to the
ruling party since the Indo-Sri Lankan
Agreement was signed by President
Jayawardene and Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi in July last year.

Only a few days earlier, President
Jayawardene had, in a much publicised
speech, attacked the JVP as ‘animals
with a homicidal mania’ and vowed to
eliminate them in a few weeks. The
assasination of the Chairman of the
UNP, a person who is regarded as very
close to the President, is widely seen as
a direct and swift response to the
President’s attack on the JVP.

According to police sources, the mur-
der of Mr.Abeyawardene in December
and the Chief of the Counter Subver-
sive Division and Police Superinten-
dent Terence Perera in November were
carried out by the same man with the
same weapon, a T-56 automatic
weapon, normally issued to be used by
the Sri Lankan army. It is also said
that it is one of the weapons allegedly
stolen by the JVP in one of their many
raids on army camps.

Action taken
against 6 IPKF
offenders

COLOMBO 16 DECEMBER — Ma-
jor H.V.Singh of the IPKF in Northern
Jaffna has told the acting magistrate in
Jaffna, that action had been taken
against all the 6 offenders who were
identified by the victims of bodily
assault and rape

On November 15 at about 5p.m. 6
unmarried girls and a married women
were subjected to rape, it was com-
plained. An investigation into the com-
plaint was conducted the following day
by IPKF officers including Major Singh
at the acting magistrate’s residence in
Kondavil. 6 persons were indentified by
the victims the acting magistrate,
Mr.T.Shanmugarajah said.

Major Singh later told the magistrate
that all those 6 identified as offenders
were to be deported to India within 24
hours minus their pension rights and
their uniforms. They have forfeited
their right to join the Indian Army
again.

The acting magistrate said that the
announcement was well received by the
public at large. The victims of bodily
assault and rape are Mrs.Sushila
Veerasingam, Miss Manjulu Nadara-
jah, Miss Mala Asaipillai, Miss Rani
Subramaniam, Miss Rajani Subrama-
niam, Miss Thayalini Sundaram and
Miss Syamala Rajaratnam.
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FURTHER TOWARDS

LASTING PEACE

IN SRI LANKA

By v
Professor Kopan Mahadeva

THIS article follows on the author’s
proposals of March 1987 for an Interna-
tional Mediation Council (Ref: Asian
Times & Hindu). It explores certain
urgent measures needed to be taken to
promote the success of the welcome and
well-intentioned but presently stalling
Sri Lanka Agreement of July 1987 for
Peace and Normalcy.

Understanding of Real Motives

It is firstly vital that each other’s
genuine motives and efforts be reason-
ably understood, in a co-operative spir-
it, by the main parties involved, for the
peace process to succeed at all — not
only to succeed soon — as hoped and
prayed for by the people of Sri Lanka
and well-wishers all over the world:

1) That India’s principal motive in
taking pains over Sri Lanka at enor-
mous financial and other losses and
risks is not to encompass and rule over
her little neighbour but to ensure peace
in the region and there-by minimise the
influence of outside powers; 2) That
president Jayawardene’s intention
evidently at this stage is to legitimise
maximum autonomy to the Tamils —
without jeopardising the rights of his
Sinhalese people; 3) That the consistent
aim of the Tamil fighters has been to
win equal rights for self-rule in the
Tamil homelands of the Norther &
Eastern Provinces constituted into a
single parcel called Tamil Eelam, with-
out endangering any of the rights of the
Sinhalese to rule and further develop
themselves, nor to hurt, disgrace or
embarass India — their one-time hosts.

The Peace Agreement’s Weak-
nesses

The Indo-Sir Lanka Agreement of
July 29 was hailed in principle as a
great achievement of the parties con-
cerned and as a rare phenomenon in
recent world history by all lovers of
peace and Sri Lanka. But those who
were then pleasantly shocked by its
suddenly announced arrival, are now
perplexed by its prospects of failure.
Anyone perusing the Agreement im-

partially would soon discover a few -

vital weak links in the provisions, five
of which are quoted:

1) The Agreement has been signed
by the Governments of Sri Lanka and
India, but the Tamils, whose rights
form the crux of the present conflict
and also the reason for the signing of

the Agreement have not been con-

- sulted thoroughly, nor brought in as

signatories.
2) The acceptance of Tamil as an

" official language of the country is not

seen to be genuine from the wording of
the Agreement: ‘The offical Language
of Sri Lanka shall be Sinhala. Tamil
and English will also be official lan-
guages’ (Clause 2.18).

3) Once the Northern and Eastern
Provinces are, quite rightly, recognised
in Clause 1.4 as ‘areas of historical
habitation of Sri Lankan Tamil speak-
ing peoples who have at all times
hitherto lived together in this territory
with other ethnic groups’, and once the
decision has been made, with sound
reasons, to allow the adjoining North-
ern and Eastern Provinces to form one
administration unit with one Governor,
one Chief Minister, and one Board of
Ministers, there is no real need to have
limited the above for a period of about a
year in the first instance, pending a
referendum (Clause 2.1 to 2.7). A critic-
al sifting of these clauses raises many
doubts in the minds of the readers as to
their wisdom. No one would dispute
that while providing for the due rights
of the Tamils, the welfare of the Mus-
lim and Sinhalese minorities in the
above two provinces has also to be
considered. The Tamils, who have suf-
fered during the past four decades after
independence as minorities in the
whole country never failed to recognise
this aspect. The fact that Muslims and
Sinhalese have happily lived together
with the Tamils in the above provinces
for generations and participated peace-
fully in local government (before the
recent racial hatreds grew) is enough
insurance to rest assured that when
left to themselves the three races will
further co-exist in a Tamil dominated
administration — as expected from the
Tamil minority in the rest of Sri Lanka
without any special provisions. Mus-
lims, also speaking Tamil, have never
had significant problems with the Hin-
du and Christian Tamils. Hence the
linking of the Northern and Eastern
Provinces could and should have been
made permanent, once and for all,
without complicating matters with a

- proposed referendum.

4) The Agreement when viewed with
the exchanged Letters and recent
events raises doubt to some if its aim
was for India to help Sri Lanka to bring
the Tamils under Government control,
back in their own soil, in return for
which India would benefit by joint
ventureship on the Trincomalee oil
tank farm project and an assurance
that no foreign countries would be

permitted to use Trincomalee or any
other ports or any broadcasting facili-
ties in Sri Lanka for military purposes,
as well as by a joint consultative
mechanism for matters like unity, ter-
ritorial integrity and security of both. A
revised Agreement and strategy would
rectify this.

5) The provisions for the return of
Tamil political prisoners and com-
batants back into national life are
inadequate and ill-defined

The Need for a Review

There is an urgent need for the
Governments of India and Sri Lanka to
review the current situation, hold dis-
cussions with the Tamil leaders and
make necessary changes in the Agree-
ment and in the strategy of the peace
process. The first and foremost goal for
all the parties concerned is to take
steps to prevent another single killing
on Sri Lankan soil on any side. Neither
the people of Sri Linka and India nor
the parties themselves could cope with
any more deaths in such an unneces-
sary manner, since it is indeed possible
to achieve everyone’s objectives —
which don’t really contradict, if seen
objectively. Talks have to be conducted
in an atmosphere of equality and
sincerity, with full appreciation of the
real motives of one another and with
mutual trust — always keeping the
peoples’ welfare at heart, in mind, and
at the finger-tips.

Some Basic Human Considera-
tions

Violence provokes counter-violence,
surreptitious actions promote similar
actions in the opposing camps, and acts
of injustice always breed conflict and
varieties of resistance. Violence, cruel-
ty, cheating, injustice and similar prac-
tices are decried by all the world’s
religions including those of India and
Sri Lanka. The parties to the peace
process in Sri Lanka must remember
this well.

Also, organised large groups and
governments in power generally
assume an air of superiority over
minority groups, and their perspective
of what is just and fair is usually
obscured by their misleading senses of
numerical strength, superiority and in-
destructibility. This seems to have hap-
pened in Sri Lanka too.

No race, nation or country likes to be
ruled or dominated by another. And
every individual, irrespective of his
race, position or social group values his
own language, religion, cultural herit-
age and freedom. Though most people
may tolerate infringements in the
above matters to differing limits, some
particularly under severe and sus-
tained deprivation and injustice, be-
come hardened and prepared to defend
such rights with their lives, although
all persons are born equal, possessing
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more or less similar levels of intelli-
gence, desires, aspirations, self-esteem,
bravery & so on. The above facts indeed
apply to all humans including Sri
Lankans.

The most civilised way in the long
run, and the one which always causes
least amount of strife and suffering all
round, while ensuring dignity, self-
respect, lasting satisfaction, and peace
for all concerned, is to resolve grie-
vances and conflicts through non-
violent, frank and open-mined negotia-
tions — and satyagraphic methods
where necessary. Such methods prom-
ote international sympathy for the vic-
tims & minimse losses, whereas kill-
ings only create hatred, disrepute and
indifference. Gandhi taught us this.

In today’s world of fast and efficient
communications, millions of intelligent,
fair minded people all over the globe
watch the actions of leaders of even
small countries and groups almost ev-
ery minute and make their own judge-
ments on every action of the leaders
irrespective of what their media and
propaganda machines portray. Also,
the leaders’ people too can lose faith in
them.

Sri Lanka is a literate country with
potentials, made poorer now by the
racial conflict. Thousands of lives and
homes have been lost, industries,
morale & infrastructure destroyed, dis-
order and confusion created, and the
people disorganised and despondent.

It is hence vital that the peace pro-
cess, on which some progress has been
made, should be continued with adgqu-
ate changes to incorporate considera-
tions such as the ones described above
and those given below, and a lasting
peace built as soon as possible.

RECOMMENDED IMMEDI-
ATE STEPS

@ The joining of the Northern and
Eastern Provinces as one administra-
tive unit to continue permanently
under the official name of Tamil Eelam
— as a simple, sound and sure step
towards real peace.

@® The official languages of the en-
tire country to be restated & confirmed
as Sinhala, Tamil and English, with
Sinhala to take precendence over Tamil
in all other Provinces; Tamil to be given
precendence in Tamil Eelam and all
three languages to be taught in all the
schools (with incentives for proficiency
in two or three languages), and made
usable in administration in all Pro-
vinces.

@® No discrimination to be shown in
job recuitments, promotions, higher
education, etc, throughout the country
on grounds of race, religion, caste, sex
or any other similar criteria in any
sector, but proficiency in languages
may be a part of job specifications.

@® Proportionate on-the-spot
monetary rewards to be offered for
arms and ammunitions surrendered to
the IPKF at designated points in the
country within specified dates and im-
mediate amnesty to be granted to all

political combatants throughout the
country, while releasing all the remain-
ing political prisoners simultaneously.

@® Dates to be fixed and publicised
for democratic elections to all the Pro-
vincial Councils, for the Sri Lankan
Parliament, and for the next Presiden-
cy; All political parties which are now
banned to be brought into the democra-
tic process, without exception.

@® The Ministerial positions in the
Tamil Eelam Provincial Council for its
first term to be as per the already
negotiated understanding; its first
Chief Minister to be elected by the
Ministers.

@® The Home Guards, as well as the
Sinhalese and Tamil political com-
batants to be offered enrolment oppor-
tunities in the country’s armed sevices,
police and prison forces, fire birgade,
land army, etc, with due training, with-
out any prejudices or discrimination.

® The IPKF to assist in recon-
structing/repairing damaged public
buildings, houses, roads and transport
facilities, industries and other infr-
structure; Indian Government to assist
in obtaining co-operation, acceptance
and funding of all the activities in-
volved, from the international com-
munity, to create or strengthen the

executive instruments for the success-
ful completion of the peace operation,
and help to recommence full-fledged
civil administration.

@® The Prevention of terrorism Act
and the national emergency to be with-
drawn very early, on dates to be
announced immediately.

@® Only voluntary population move-
ments to be permitted anywhere.

@ All the above to be incorporated
into a Revised Agreement, to be signed
in Madras by Prime Minister Gandhi
(on behalf of India), The President,
Prime Minister, and Leader of the
opposition (for the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment), and representatives of the
LTTE, TULF and TRISTAR (on behalf
of all Tamil-speaking politicians and
combatants) and the JVP (on behalf of
all Sinhala militants). It will dispel
unwanted fears if a date is also speci-
fied in the Revised Agreement by
which all Indian personnel will leave
Sri Lanka.

In conclusion, President Jayawar-
dene & Premier Gandhi would deserve
the Nobel Peace Prize when they thus
bring speedy, lasting peace to entire Sri
Lanka — of which they are indeed
capable.

IPKF to stay till end

of mission: Gen. Sundarji

GEN. K. SUNDARJI, Chief of Staff of
the Army, said that the Indo-Sri Lanka
accord was in the interest of both the
nations and that the Indian Peace
Keeping Force (IPKF) would continue
its operations till the accord was im-
plemented fully.

Talking to press persons, Gen. Sun-
darji said the peace-keeping mission in
Sri Lanka was undertaken by the
Army in the interest of India and to
make sure that while the Tamil popula-
tion in Sri Lanka got what was legiti-
mately due to it the country remained
united. Gen. Sundarji was in the city to
take salute at the investiture parade of
the army. .

The General observed that an ulti-
mate solution to the Sri Lanka crisis
could be brought about only through
political means. For a political solution
one should create the right atmosphere
in that country in which all the parties
concerned cooperated he said. No self-
respecting country could tolerate it if
one of the parties involved resorted to
terrorism and blackmail, he said refer-
ring to the activities of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

Gen. Sundarji said every concession
was given to the LTTE to lay down
arms but instead of cooperating they
started attacking the IPKF as well as
the innocent Tamils. ‘We did our best to
disarm them without the use of force
but were disappointed. Our aim still is
to persuade them to give up arms in a
peaceful way,” he said and expressed
the hope that the tigers would even-

tually support the accord and join the
mainstream of Sri Lanka society.

Answering a question on Indian in-
volvement in the Sri Lankan crisis,
Gen. Sundarji said it was in the interest
of India that no unfriendly element
remained in or operated from the Lank-
an soil. The IPKF was in Sri Lanka
with a specific mission and it would
remain there till the mission was com-
plete, he said.

Gen. Sundarji said the crisis would
end as soon as the LT'TE men laid down
arms peacefully. ‘The present situation
was forced upon our country by the
adamat stand of the LTTE,” he said and
added that there could not be any
compromise on terrorism within or out-
side the country.

The General expressed satisfaction
over the performance of Indian soldiers
in Sri Lanka and denied that there was
any failure of army intelligence. He
aslo refuted the propaganda that the
casualty of Indian soldiers was more
than what was given out.

‘True peace is not merely the

absence of tension, but it is

the presence of justice and
brotherhood.’

— Martin Luther King
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JANAKI TO SUCCEED MGR

MRS.JANAKI RAMACHANDRAN is
to succeed her late husband, M.G.
Ramachandran, as Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu. The Governor of the south
Indian State of Tamil Nadu,
Mr.N.L.Khurana, has invited Mrs.Ra-
machandran to form the State Ministry
following her claim that she had the
support of the largest number Mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) belonging to the All India
Anna Dravida Munetra Kazhakam
(AIADMK).

The Governor has given a period of
three weeks to Mrs:Ramachandran to
prove her support in the Assembly on
the floor of the House. Until the new
Ministry is sworn in, Mr.V.R.Nedun-
chezhian who had been acting as Chief
Minister prior to the death of MGR has
been requested by the Governor to
continue as head of the caretaker
Ministry.

The succession of Mrs.Ramachan-
dran to the mantle of her late husband
was preceded by much wrangling with-
in the ATADMK. Mr.Nedunchezhian,
in a letter to the Governor had ques-
tioned the validity of the meeting of 97
MLAs at which she was unanimously
elected as leader. the man behind con-
vening this meeting was R.M.Veerap-
pan who made the move to forestall any
possible counter-move by the Nedun-
chezhlian faction or the party’s Prop-
aganda Secretary, Ms.Jayalalitha, who
enjoyed considerable influence and
clout while MGR was living. All pre-
vious attempts by the Veerappan fac-
tion to sideline Ms.Jayalalitha did not
come to fruition during MGR’s lifetime.

The anti-Jayalalitha forces went into

action immediately after the demise of
MGR. She was not told about MGR’s

deteriorating condition, and after his
death she was barred from entering his
residence even to pay her respects to
the dead leader. Even at the Rajaji Hall
where MGR’s body was lying in state,
Jayalalitha was pinched and illtreated
by family members of Mrs.Ramachan-
dran. The ultimate insult was when she
attempted to climb the gun-carriage to
place a wreath on MGR’s body, she was
kicked in the head and pushed down by
Deepan, a nephew of Mrs.Ramachan-
dran.

However, Jayalalitha now has been
elected General Secretary of the
AIADMK, a post with considerable
power held by the late MGR. The
announcement of her election to this
post was made at a press conference in
the presence of several Ministers, in-
cluding the acting Chief Minister,
Nedunchezhelian, S.Ramachandran,
Rajaram, K.K.S.S.R.Ramachandran,
Thirunavukkarasu and several others.
Jayalalitha is said to command con-
siderable support at grassroot level of
the party, and without the overwhelm-
ing support of the District Party Secre-
taries, she could not have been elected

to the post of General Secretary. It is
also reported that the assualt and the
harassment to which she was subjected
to at MGR’s funeral has helped to draw
immense sympathy at the rank and file
level of the party.

Although an immediate collision be-
tween the two ladies in the life of the
late MGR is not anticipated, observers
say that a confrontation is inevitable in
the near future. While Mrs.Janaki
Ramachandran would attempt to em-
ploy the not inconsiderable power and
patronage associated with the position
of Chief Minister to bolster up her base
of support, Ms. Jayalalitha is certain to
use her position as the General secret-
ary of the Party to strengthen her self
and wait for an appropriate opportun-
ity to make her bid for MGR’s mantle.

As the warring factions within the
AJADMK are mobilising their forces to
fight it out, the former Chief Minister
and arch-rival of the late MGR,
Mr.M.Karunanithi is waiting on the
sidelines observing a dignified silence
to stage a comeback with the eventual
breakup of the AIADMK which he
predicts as inevitable.

TAMIL TIMES — CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Please send all communications
to the following new address

TAMIL TIMES
P.0. BOX 121
SUTTON, SURREY SM1 3TD
UNITED KINGDOM
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THE SIX-WEEK SIEGE

OF JAFFNA

[ BY K.R. ANBAN |

REPORTS continue to pour in, recount-
ing in all their gory and gruesome
detail, the devastation and destruction
that Jaffna has had to experience once
over — twice in the same year. Despite
an effective blackout of news relating
to the six week siege of Jaffna and the
appalling conditions of the civilians

. herded into temples, churches and pub-
lic buildings, the so-called information
and data regularly dished out from
interested sources had become so con-
tradictory and unreliable that the exer-
cise only served to heighten the anxiety
for the life and limb of the unfortunate
Sri Lankan Tamil civilian caught up in
the terrible vice.

Ever since the 10th of October for a
period of nearly one and a half months,
Jaffna was subjected to a TWENTY
FOUR HOUR CURFEW! It is impossi-
ble to imagine the life of a civilian
population ordered into make shift
camps not in their hundreds but
thousands, and this for no greater
reason than that the Indian troops,
about twenty to thirty thousand of
them, could not simply identify and
hunt out a comparatively small band of
some two or three thousand Tigers
amidst a population of about five hun-
dred thousand civilians in Jaffna.

No doubt they were searching for a
needle in a haystack. Hunting for the
guerrilla in his own terrain involved
additional risks and pressures which,
with the determined resistance exhi-
bited by the Tigers, had been totally
unexpected and perforce made the Indi-
an Army spiteful. To let out the spleen
on the innocent civilians was the least
one would expect from a disciplined
force and that from a Super Power of
the region on a PEACE KEEPING
mission!

India’s move to hunt the Tigers sur-
prised even the most inveterate pessim-
ist of the Indo-Sri Lankan Accord. Onlye
die-hard chauvinism of the Premadasa-
Athulathmudali variety articulated
outside Parliament by the J V P (its
Mothers and Fathers fronts inclusive),
could be seen to gloat over such an ugly
turn of events in the North and East.
Anywhere else this untoward develop-
ment could hardly be considered the
stuff that political sagacity or mature
statesmanship is associated with.

Overtones of immaturity in under-
rating the moral calibre and deter-
mination of the opponent, a callous
indifference to the future outcome and
grave consequences, when only person-
al pique seemed to matter, these tinged
with an irreconcilable conviction in
personal and or group glory — these
seemed to be some of the obvious
factors that outline the disaster that
was in the making.

It is a crying shame that a militant

group like the Tigers, the pride of Sri
Lankan Tamil nationalism, with a de-
dication synonymous with the move-
ment itself and widely acknowledged as
pursuing the only course (militancy)
left available to a Nation bullied and
terrorised into submission for thirty
years or more, a movement that clearly
demonstrated to the world that a peo-
ple could not be ruled by dictatorial
fiats enforced by armed power alone
and equally proved the fact that the
guerrilla movement could not have
successfully subsisted without the coop-
eration and support of the Tamil com-
munity — a movement that had en-
deared itself to the hearts of the oppres-
sed Tamils the world over; that such a
movement should succumb to petty
fogging rivalry among militant groups,
some perhaps less dedicated than
others and now appear dictated more
by emotion than cold reason and logic
in the hour of crisis of the community
whom they represent.

Their lack of political foresight
stands exposed. As a movement that
could be relied upon to guide the des-
tinies of a people through the machina-
tions and intrigues of politics and sub-
tle diplomacy, the Tigers have in fact
been found inexperienced and wanting.

On the other hand, the pontificial
wisdom of India, its much admired
statesmanship (at least until recently)
in the Asian region, its time honoured
historical affinity with the Tamil prob-
lem and above all the democratic tradi-
tions of a super power almost interna-
tionaly acclaimed as the arbiter in a
dispute at its own doorstep — the
injustices and inequalities of which she
has long been intimatly aware — that
such a Nation should waywardly walk
into a confrontation and proceed to
impose its will on an already harrassed
people, without adequate consultation
with the concerned parties on its prop-
osed solutions, however just it may
appear to the arbiter, is indeed regret-
able. It is not surprising therefore, if
not in fact ironical, that a benefactor of
such calibre should become maligned
and vivisected by irrational emotional-
ism and political opportunism almost
overnight on a problem that had defied
solution for nearly half a century now.

Polemics apart, the Tamils living in
Jaffna have been subjected to unex-
pected atrocities and untold hardship
ever since the 10th October. Coming
from an Indian Army and that from the
Peace Keepers, this seemed inexcus-
able to the citizen in Jaffna and more
bewildering to the Tamil outside.

It has been established beyond any
shadow of doubt that the Indian Army
had run wild in Jaffna. Civilians had
been shot at random irrespective of age
or appearance and without questions
asked and some by no stretch of the
imagination could even remotely

appear to -resemble a militant. Old
people and young children had been
shot at sight.

Corpses were left lying at the mercy
of the elements and to be inevitably
preyed upon by birds and animals.
Dead bodies have been buried in impro-
vised trenches dug up for protection
against erstwhile bombs and buried in
their back gardens, for fear of being
seen outside.

As late as early December the skelet-

.al remains of an abandoned corpse are

said to be seen on the main KKS Road
near the Jaffna Hindu College. Until
Prof. Narandran arrived from Saudi
Arabia the dead bodies of his 65 year
old mother and his brother, who had
been shot in their own house at Navat-
kuli, were left to rot until ironically the
Sri Lankan Army helped him to dispose
of the remains.

Similar gruesome incidents are far
too numerous to recapitulate. Indiscri-
minate shelling into residential areas
like Annaicoddai, Kokkuvil ete, it is
said at an average rate of 500 shells
during the day and about 800 during
each night, has wreaked untold dam-
age to property and persons.

A whole series of houses down the
Annaicoddai, Kulapiddy roads have
been reduced to rubble. During search
operations conducted by the Indian
Army, when the inmates had been
required to be away, houses had been
forced open, damaged, property stolen
and left in shambles. Why these sear-
ches were necessary and in the absence
of the inmates, how the electrical items
and other valuables, including jewel-
lery came to be stolen and who is
responsible for this type of theft and
vandalism is a question for the officer of
the Indian Army in Jaffna and for
Human Rights activists to pose to the
authorities in India and Colombo.

Descriptions of incidents, including
organised rape, unheard of and unim-
aginable in any civilized society,
perhaps not even in the worst riots in
India, are being received only now and
have been verified and unfortunately
found true.

It is abundantly clear that the Indian
Peace Keeping Force has obviously lost
its discipline and quite exceeded its
orders and must be brought to bock by
the authorities concerned. Besides this
does not seem to be a matter confined
only to the rank and file, some riff-raff
who run wild with envy at ordinary
middle class prosperity, absent back
home perhaps. What have their super-
iors been doing?

Is it that they too had to succumb to
the same feeling or had indeed lost
their cool when the Tigers offered them
resistance which had lasted more than
the anticipated ‘seventy two hours’
allotted to them for a clear victory over
the Tigers? The Tamil Community is
indeed furious over this shameful con-

" duct of the Indian Army during this

blighting siege.
(Continued on page 10)
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THE INDO-LTTE

CONFLICT

IT is a tragic paradox that the Indian
Peace Keeping Force which arrived in
the Tamil homeland with a mandate to
maintain peace, to protect the life and
property of our people, to foster cessa-
tion of hostilities between Sri Lankan
troops and Tiger guerillas are now
engaged in a full fledged war against
the LTTE.

This war has brought disastrous con-
sequences with a heavy toll of civilian
casualties, immense suffering to our
people with severe disruption of their
socio-economic existence.

Having engaged themselves in a war
with violence, brutality and terror the
IFXF has lost its status as an instru-
ment of peace but has assumed the role
of a repressive invasion army, typically
eliminating both the Tamil Freedom
“-hters and innocent civilians. The
I- ::an military intervention has again
shattered the peace in the Tamil re-
gion, shattered all civic hopes of return
to normalcy and caused violence and
bloodshed.

Along with the military offensives
the Government of India has mounted
a massive propaganda war to rational-
ise and legitimise her action. This prop-
aganda campaign is vicious, malicious
and distortion of truth, aimed to discre-
dit our organisation in the eyes of the
Indian and World public opinion. It is
precisely for this reason, we wish to
articulate our point of view on the
developing of Indo-LTTE conflict and
the consequences that followed.

In our talks with the Indian Prime
Minister on the day before signing of
the Indo-Sri Lankan accord, we ex-
pressed our reservations on certain
vital issues, but pleged to support the
implementation of the accord and up-
hold the interest of our people. We also
promised to hand over our weapons on
certain guarantees and assurances
given by the Prime Minister of India.
Recognising the pre-eminent role of
India in the South Asian region, re-
specting India’s Geo-political sensitiv-
ity and compulsion, we wanted to avoid
any conflict with Indian interests. But
at the same time we were sincerely
concerned with the interests and poli-
tical aspirations of our people.

We sincerely felt that the sections of
the accord, which deal with the set of
proposals for setting up a Provincial
Councils fall short of the Tamil aspira-
tions., We thought that the Govern-
ment of India understood our position.

NEGATIVE DEVELOPMENTS

ONE of the assurances given by the
Indian Prime Minister was the forma-
tion of an Interim Administration with
the LTTE playing a dominant role.
There was a delay in this matter. In the
meantime, the Sri Lankan Govern-

ment had suddenly launched a prog-
ramme of intensive colonisation of
Tamil areas in Mullaitivu and Trinco-
malee districts. Further more, Sri
Lanka has started opening up police
stations in Tamil areas with the calcu-
lated plan of re-establishing its state
apparatuses in Northern Sri Lanka.
Alarmed over this development, we
registered our protest, with India, but
no action was taken.

V.PRABAKARAN
Leader of the L'lj'E

What was more disturbing at that
time, was the arrival of armed Tamil
groups from South India, who with the
patronage of the IPKF, established
bases in the North and East and
started harassing the LTTE as well as
the public. We were rather shocked and
surprised why the Indian Intelligence
Agency RAW’ has armed and de-
spatched these men to the Tamil areas
at a sensitive time, when the peace
process was introduced, when dis-
arming was taking place. This was one
of the main reasons that led to our
disenchantment with the policy of the
Indian Foreign Ministry.

It is because of these negative de-
velopments, our movement launched a
fast unto death campaign spearheaded
by Mr.Thileepan, which soon expanded
into a massive non-violént agitation
with the active participation of the
people. On the 9th day, when Thileepan
was reaching the brink of death, the
Indian High Commissioner Mr.Dixit
arrived in Jaffna to listen to our grie-
vances. At the first meeting, Mr.Dixit
offered BIG assurances which failed to
meet our 5 point demand. The fast
continued and Thileepan died. It is
after Thileepan’s death that Mr.Dixit
offered some concrete proposals for the
setting up of an Interim Administra-
tion. If the Government of India had
acted without delay Thileepan’s life
would have been saved. His death was
a tragic loss to our movement and to
our people. This tragedy further added
to the estrangement of relations be-
tween India and the LTTE.

The Incident that dealt a severe blow
to India-LTTE relations was the arrest
and detention and the tragic death of
our two regional Commanders and 10
senior members. Though they were
arrested by the Sri Lankan Navy, they
were kept in the protective custody of
the IPKF at the Palaly camp, while
negotiations were taking place, be-
tween Mr.Dixit and President
Jayawardene in Colombo. Though Sri
Lanka insisted on taking our leaders to
Colombo for interrogation, we were
given assurances by the Indian side
that they would be released. The
arrested Tigers had already warned

both Sri Lanka and India that they
would swallow cyanide pills and kill
themselves rather than facing torture
and possibly death in the hands of the
enemy. We argued with the Govern-
ment of India that the arrest of these
LTTE leaders and cadres constituted a
serious violation of the agreement,
wherein LTTE men were given General
Amnesty. The two weapons they had
were for the personal protection of the
regional Commanders. We also insisted
that the protection of the lives of our
members, was the responsibility of the
IPKF which assured the role of avoid-
ing any clashes between the Sri Lank-
an troops and the Tamil guerillas. We
also warned India of a pessible outburst
of violence if these men were mas-
sacred.

Our plea to secure the release of our
leaders was a minor concession we
demanded from both India and Sri
Lanka; we had just entered into a
major agreement with the objective of
resolving the ethnic conflict. But
J.RJayawardene was adamant, in-
transigent and belligerant. Mr.Dixit,
was well aware of the disastrous con-
sequences of the Sri Lanka’s obstinacy ,
and his failing in his diplomatic en-
deavour. The result was a great
tragedy. The massacre of 12 prominent
LTTE men who were true heroes of
Tamil Liberation has, outraged the
Tamil sentiment. Pulendran, the re-
gional Commander, Trincomalee and
Kumarappa, the former regional Com-
mander of Batticaloa, were highly re-
spected leaders. Their tragic death
sparked of spontaneous racial violence
which resulted in the death of several
Sinhala civilians. Sri Lanka accused
the LTTE for the outburst of violence
and killings. India too joined Sri Lanka
in blaming the Tigers. What followed
was a high level conference in Colombo
between India and Sri Lanka in which
a series of tough measures, including
military action against the LTTE were
decided upon.

DIPLOMATIC TRAP

THE decision to involve India in a war
against the LTTE was a major diploma-
tic victory for Jayawardene. India,
which has been hitherto accused of
providing sanctuary and assistance for
the Tamil resistance movement, sud-
denly took over Sri Lanka’s military job
of liquidating the Tamil freedom move-
ment. A week earlier the LTTE was
officially recognised by both India and
Sri Lanka as the major representative
organisation of the Tamils and was
marked to form an Interim Govern-
ment. But now the LTTE was banned,
and the amnesty given to the move-
ment withdrawn. The IPKF which
played the role of a protector and Peace
maker was turned to an instrument of
Terror, of war. India, thus finally fell
into the diplomatic trap of the Sri
Lanka’s racist ruling regime and
turned the guns against the Tamils.

(Continued on page 10)
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The LTTE, was left with no choice
other than to fight for self-preservation
and die with honour rather than sur-
render with humiliation and perish.
Even in our wildest dreams we never
contemplated a war with India. We
never wanted to*fight the Indian sol-
diers whom we regarded with great
admiration and love. But the Indian-
leaders forced us into a situation which
has left us to choose between honour
and humiliation, between self-
preservation and death; we decided to
resist. Yet we pleaded with India to call
off the unjust war against our move-
ment.

IPKF BEHAVIOUR

IN this war which has lasted more than
a month and a half what has shaken
our people is the brutal and ruthless
manner the Indian troops behaved,
with a war-weary population who had
already suffered immensely at the
hands of the Sinhala military. The war
could not be confined to the LTTE but
extended into a military action in com-
prising the entire Tamil masses with an
intention of terrorising and subjugat-
ing them. In the early hours of 10th
October, 1987, the day the offensive
started, the Indian troops confiscated
all the copies of two daily newspapers,
‘Murasoli’ and ‘Eelamurasu’, blasted
with explosives the printing machinery
and arrested the journalists and work-
ers. On the same day LTTE’s Television
Station ‘Nitharshanam’ was also
closed. This high handed action to
silence the local media which func-
tioned as the only voice of the Tamils,
constituted a serious violation of the
freedom of the press and expression.
Our people were shocked to see that
India, which claims to be the guardian
of democratic ideals has adopted a
totalitarian method to muzzle the
Tamil media.

The military of the IPKF was callous
and ruthless with total disregard for
human lives and property. It appeared
the resistance by the LTTE caused a
good amount of material on board at
the armoured column which opened up
with the mortar and Artillery shelling
on civilian areas, took heavy toll of
civilian casualties. Aerial raid by heli-
copter gunships caused severe devasta-
tion. In several areas the troops went
in, tortured and massacred innocent
civilians. Tamil women were raped.
Even elderly and the children were
tortured. Houses and shops were plun-
dered. Hospitals, schools and temples
were bombarded. Troops stormed the
Jaffna hospital and massacred a large
number of sick and injured. In this
offensive operation several hundreds of
innocent Tamil Civilians were sen-
selessly done to death and hundreds of
them sustained injuries primarily due

to indiscriminate shelling. Many of the -

injured died without treatment.

Our allegations of military brutality
by the IPKF was rejected by India by a

full scale propaganda and the Govern-
ment of India refused to allow the
Indian and the International press to
visit the affected areas and interview
the public. The Colombo based journal-
ists who witnessed the events of war in
Jaffna for nearly two weeks had re-
ported the horrors of military atrocities
to Sri Lankan Government on the
request of the Indian High Commis-
sion. Without communication link,
there was a total black-out of news. In/
the meantime, the Government of In-
dia utilised the state controlled mediai
to malign the Tigers and put out fabri-
cated stories, about the war. We
pleaded with India to send a team o
observers from Amnesty International
and International Commission of jur-
ists to investigate the violation of hu-
man rights and extra judicial killings.
The Government of India turned down
the request.

The military offensive operation
undertakern by the IPKF brought ex-
treme hardships to the civilian popula-
tion. The electricity and water supply
were purposely cut off. The food and
medical supply from the rest of Sri
Lanka was blockaded. Public transport
was halted. There was restriction on
fishing. There was continuous round
the clock curfew in Tamil areas for a
month with occasional relaxation in
certain specified areas. Because of
these hard measures, the innocent civi-
lians suffered immensely with the total
disruption of their social and economic
existence.

The LTTE leaders, pointing out the
human tragedy brought about by this
war, appealed to India for a cessation of
hostilities and start negotiations to
bring about peace and normalcy. But
India continues to insist that LTTE
should lay down the arms and surren-
der and accept unconditionally the
Indo-Sri Lankan agreement.

It is surprising that the Government
of India which had advised Sri Lanka
for several years to give up the military
option and solve the problems by peace-
ful negotiation is adopting the similar
methodology of military offensive, ter-
ror and torture to impose its will on the
Tamil people. India’s attitude is unfair
and undemocratic. LTTE, the main
representative political movement of
the Eelam Tamils, should not be denied
the democratic rights of the freedom of
decision and expression. In so far as the
Indo-Sri Lankan agreement is con-
cerned we reserve the right to articu-
late our view. In our view, the set of
proposals envisaged in the accord for
the settlement of the Tamil problem
has serious limitations, therefore fall
short to fulfill the political aspiration of
our people. Hence, we pledge to extend
our co-operation to the implementation
of the accord in so far as it upholds the
rights of our people. Therefore it is
unfair and unreasonable for a democra-
tic country like India to demand uncon-
ditional support for the accord at the
point of a gun. We hope that the people
of India would appreciate and under-
stand our position on this matter.

ISSUES AND
NON ISSUES

ON the question of surrendering arms,
we pledged to handover our weapons to
India and accordingly, LTTE was the
first organisation which handed over a
substantial portion of its arms, as a
goodwill gesture towards the imple-
mentation of the accord. Furthermore,
we agreed to handover the rest of the
weapons according to modality worked
out, in the minutes of the deliberations
we had with the Indian High Commis-

*sion. We wanted to co-operate with
India on the question of arms. There
was no need for us to possess arms once
the ethnic question is amicably settled
with adequate guarantee for the safety
and security of our people. Now 1 feel
the real problem is not simply, the
possession of arms, but the crucial issue
of the protection of life and interest of
our people. Therefore we earnestly re-
quest the Government of India to aban-
don its military approach and engage in
negotiations on the question of arms
and other related matters.

In the presence of the journalists we
released the 18 captured Indian sol-
diers unconditionally. This action is for
purely humanitarian reasons and as a
gesture of goodwill towards the people
of India. We hope the Government of-
India will respond to our desire for
peace and call off the offensive opera-
tions and open the door for peaceful
negotiations leading to substantial be-
nefits.

In India, it was the journalists, who
have been preserving and protecting
the concepts of democracy. To honour
them we decided to release 18 captured
Indian soldiers in the presence of Indi-
an Journalists.

V.Prabhakaran
Leader, Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam.

(Continued from page 7)

It has run beserk when its reputation
was being put to the test by a small
band of dedicated guerrillas obsessed
with their ideology. To avenge it on the
guerrillas themselves is somewhat
understandable. But to hold the civilian
hostage and plunder him is deplorable.

How and why India tolerated this
state of affairs, which is a serious
blemish on her military record and
conduct, and that for as long as more
than six weeks while the world was
purposely kept in the dark, is a chal-
lenge to the cherished values that the
Sri Lankan Tamils always associated
with India and the gratitude they still
entertain for the helping hand in their
hour of need.

To throttle a Nation, an insignificant
minority at that, that is fighting for its
survival and already oppressed by its
own State, is not merely playing the big
bully but is tantamount to denial of the
very human rights that India fought
valiantly shoulder to shoulder with the
Sri Lankan Tamil minority at the world
forums until now.
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WHO ARE THE ‘THREE STARS’?

A new name, ‘Three Stars’ or ‘Three
Star Group’ has figured in news reports
frequently, particularly in connection
with the infighting among the Tamil
militant groups. Some have mistakenly
believed it to be an umbrella organisa-
tion of three militant groups, namely
the PLOTE, EPRLF and TELO.

However, the truth is that the ‘Three
Star Group’ said to be another name for
the Eelam National Democratic Libera-
ton Front (ENDLF) and is led by its
Political Secretary Canagaratnam, also
sometimes known as Gnanaratnam,
and among the militant groups as
‘Paranthan Rajan’. The ENDLF is an
amalgam of breakaway or expelled
sections of the EPRLF and PLOTE, and

its flag depicts three stars, and hence
has come to be known as the Three Star
Group.

Cangaratnam in a recent statement
(8 December) rejects that his group is
an umbrella organisation of other
Tamil militant groups. he states that
‘the three stars in our party flag repre-
sents the major three nationalities of
our country, Tamils, Sinhalese and
Muslims. The stars in our flag also
symbolise our slogan: Democracy,
Socialism, Equality’.

The statement adds that in ‘consider-
ing the internal and external develop-
ments we extended our wholehearted
support to the Indian government to
implement the Peace Accord’.

KITTU NOT ALLOWED TO LAY WREATH

SATHASIVAM Krishnakumar, better
known as Kittu, the former Regional
Commander of the LTTE in Jaffna
currently under ‘house arrest’ in Mad-
ras was refused permission to attend
the funeral and lay a wreath on the
body of the late M.G.Ramachandran
although he requested permission to dr
0.

However, in a statement issued by
the LTTE leader V. Prabakaran in Jaff-
na, the LTTE paid tribute to the enor-
mous support given by MGR to the

Tamil people in their struggle and to
the keen interest shown by him in
regard to the aspirations of the Tamil
people. The statement drew pointed
attention to MGR’s contribution to the
LTTE’s struggle in particular and said
that MGR’s memory will be cherished
for ever.

Expressing deep shock and sorrow,
the LTTE leader conveyed his condo-
lences to MGR’s widow, Janaki and the
people of Tamil Nadu.

IF NOT FOR IPKF. . . !

THE Sri-Lankan President,
Mr.J RJayewardene, in a tribute to
the Indian Peace-Keeping Force
(IPKF), has appreciated the difficulties
in which it is continuing activities to
see that ‘terrorism’ is wiped out in the
north and eastern parts of the island.

Addressing the annual general meet-
ing of the Judicial Service Association
here on Friday, the President said
‘Almost 600 to 700 Indian soldiers have
been killed in the past few months since
the signing of the Indo-Lanka agree-
ment’.

‘We had lost about one soldier a day
in our country in the last four years’, he
said. ‘They (the IPKF) are fighting here
on our behalf. I pay tribute to them for

helping us. If they are not here we have
to go and fight’, the President said.

‘Since the signing the peace accord,
not a single Sinhala, Tamil or Muslim
Sri Lankan soldier has died. Their place
has been taken by the Indians’, he said.

Mr. Jayewaradene, however added, ‘I
want to stop that (the death of IPKF
soldiers) also as quickly as I can’.

The President also reminded the
gathering that if not for the accord the
Government could not have raised
salaries of its employees even by one
per cent.

‘If not for the IPKF we would have to
fight this war. We have to spend more
than what we are spending for the
salary increase’.

NEW GOC OF IPKF

MAJ. General Jamil Mehmood is tak-
ing over from Maj. Gen. R.P.Singh as
the General Officer Commanding the
Indian Peace Keeping Force in Sri
Lanka’s eastern province. Maj. Gen.
Singh is returning to his position in one
of the command Headquarters after
completing his tenure.

In the meantime, four officers from
the Indian Civil Service have been sent
to northern Jaffna to assist the IPKF in
matters dealing with the distribution of
relief supplies and rehabilitation work.

Colombo editor
attacked

UNIDENTIFIED attackers hurled two
grenades at the residence of a promin-
ent Sri Lankan newspaper editor on
Saturday night, police said in Colombo.

Edmund Ranasinghe, Editor-in-
Chief of the Upali newspapers group
and family members who were inside
their home at Bomiriya on the out-
skirts of Colombo at the time of the
attack, however, escaped unhurt.

The first grenade did not explode
while the second one went off slightly
damaging Ranasinghe’s house.

This is the first time that a newspap-

LTTE BANS PLOTE,

EPRLF, TELO
AND ‘JIHAD’

IN a press statement dated 2 January
issued in Batticaloa, the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) states as
follows:

‘LTTE was compelled to take strong
action against a group of armed Mus-
lim homeguards called ‘JTHAD’ which
was formed and sponsored by the facist
Sri Lankan regime, to create tensions
and divisions among the Tamil speak-
ing Muslims and the Tamils in the
Eastern province.

“This homeguards group was re-
sponsible for the murders of the Assist.
Govt. Agent of Muthur Mr.Asique
Mohamed in October ’87 and the for-
mer M.P. (S.L.F.P.) for Muthur Mr.Ab-
dul Majid during November '87. While,
on the 30th December 87 at Kath-
thankudi, four innocent Tamils and an
LTTE cadre Nazir were killed by this
unholy group of Muslim homeguards
going by the name of ‘JIHAD'. These
unacceptable and deplorable behaviour
earned the anger and displeasure of the
Muslim people in the area. Even
though the people urged action to be
taken against this group of home-
guards, LTTE showed great restraint,
to minimise any further development
in tensions. The Muslim people clearly
understood the LTTE’s position and
supported us. Increasingly large num-
bers of Muslim youths joined our libera-
tion organisation, on whose representa-
tion, insistance and active participa-
tion, LTTE was compelled to launch
attacks on this armed Muslim home-
guards group, killing 30 of them on
30th December ’87 at Kaththankudi
and another 9 of the same homeguards
group at Oddamavadi in November "87.

‘LTTE has also banned PLOTE,
EPRLF and TELO as these groups are
also engaged in barbaric behaviour
with the Tamil speaking Muslim people
and are engaged in treacherous activi-
ties to create tensions and divisions
among the people, for their own ends.

‘LTTE wishes to state that it will
continue to take strong action against
all these elements who are agents of
imperialism, who engage in destructive
activities aimed to destroy the unity of
our people and our peoples liberation
struggle.’

er editor’s house was attacked in the
course of southern violence erupted
since last July.

Intensive search is on for the attack-
ers, but no arrests have been made so
far, the police said.

The Upali group which publishes two
of Sri Lanka’s popular dailies. The
Island and Divania recently came
under severe criticism by some govern-
ment speakers in parliament for what
was described as its ‘anti-government’
attitude.
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LETTERS

AT THE time of the Indian airdrop of
food in Jaffna in June this year, your
journal praised India’s action and de-
scribed Rajiv Gandhi as ‘our white
knight in shining armour (who) came
to the rescue of the Tamil peo-
ple. . . Mr Gandhi’s kindness will be
remembered and his name will be
etched in every Tamil heart now and
for generations to come’ and that he
‘soundly disciplined the deceitful Presi-
dent and conveyed the message to him
that he must watch his step’. (Tamil
Times, May 1987 p.4).

- But your October issue can be
summarised as concentrated venom
against India, Rajiv Gandhi and their
actions and motivations. You go so far
as to accuse them of territorial ambi-
tions on Sri Lanka. You charge the
Indian P.M. of falling a victim of the
cynical manipulations of Jayawardene
and that his ‘army has become Presi-
dent Jayawardene’s cop on the beat’.

I have been a regular reader of your
journal and am afraid that your recent
display of cynical opportunism and lack
of consistency or principle is truly dis-
graceful. By and large, the well ensc-
onced expatriate Tamils suffer from
this affliction.

R. Thayalan
Brentwood, UK.

* * *

TO CALL the Indian troops in Sri
Lanka as a Peace Keeping Force is a
misnomer. Under the Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement, India has underwritten
and guaranteed the provisions and im-
plementation of the accord.

The accord imposed obligations on
the part of India, Sri Lanka and the
Tamil militant groups, znd provided
among other matters for cessation of
hostilities, surrender of weapons,
general amnesty and release of political
prisoners and of course the setting up of
Provincial Councils with devolved
powers.

The Indian troops arrived in the
Island not to keep the peace between
two parties in combat but to enforce the
obligations of India as underwriter and
guarantor of the implementation of the
provisions of the accord. The decision as
to whether any of its provisions has
been breached or as to who is responsi-
ble for such breach and as to what
remedial ection is warranted are left
entirely to the discretion of India. If
either of the parties to the conflict, the
Sri Lanka government or the Tamil
militant groups, breach or obstruct the
implementation of the provisions of the
accori:, it is open to India in its role as
the underwriter and guarantor, to take
whatever action deemed necessary to
enforce strict adherence of the accord.

Hence the Indian troops are in Sri
Lanka as agents or servants of an
‘enforcement authority and not as a
Peace Keeping Force.

S.T. Nathan
London SE23

* * *

IF THE governments of India and Sri
Lanka think that they can find a
solution to the ethnic conflict without
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), they are sadly mistaken. Even
though the LTTE may not match the
combined military might of India and
Sri Lanka, they will not succeed in
completely defeating the LTTE. Oper-
ating from familiar territory, it can
continue the guerrilla struggle and
make it virtually impossible for both
governments to restore normal admi-
nistration in the Tamil areas of Sri
Lanka.

It is up to India to make the move to
bring an end to the present conflict by
negotiating with the LTTE. A military
approach is bound to fail.

P.S. Kanthan
Bromley, Kent.

* x *

I AM amazed at the rather spurious
claim by Mr. S.S. Maniam in your
journal (December 1987) that the
LTTE has been the only group that
fought the Sri Lankan forces on behalf
of the Tamil people, and that the other
militant groups should be disbanded.
All the militant groups, including the
LTTE, entered the struggle to fight on

_behalf of the Tamil people. They fought

until the LTTE decided at one stage
that it shall be the only one that should
remain — so they liquidated the TELO,
attacked and attempted to eliminate
the EPRLF and the PLOT withdrew
from the scene before it was attacked.

The LTTE banned all militant orga-
nisations of Tamils except the EROS
(with which it has an uneasy opportun-
ist alliance) and threatened anyone
associated with the banned organisa-
tions with death, and this ban and the
threat still continues. They have
threatened the TULF leaders with dire
consequences if they returned to the
Tamil areas to resume political acivity.
That is how the LTTE gained domi-
nance and prevented other groups from
participating in the struggle.

The LTTE claims that it has the
confidence and support of the mass of
the Tamil people, but that claim has
never been put to the test. If the other
groups are as insignificant as Mr. Man-
iam claims, why does not the LTTE
allow them to function?

The fact of the matter is that the
LTTE fears that if the Tamil people are
given the opportunity, the LTTE and
its methods will be rejected by the
people.

K. Thambiah
Hendon, U.K.

WE often receive telephone calls
from readers commenting
adversely and sometimes favour-
ably concerning the contents or
the manner in which views are
presented in the columns of
TAMIL TIMES.

We invite those critics or sup-
porters to write in their point of
view on any relevant issue in the
form of articles (not more than
1100 words) or letters to the editor
(not more than 200 words), and we
assure publication provided they
are written in a presentable style
and in non-abusive language.

EDITOR

L~

THE ACTIONS of those groups which
are going around with the IPKF to
indentify LTTE members and their
hideouts are not only disgraceful but
also treacherous.

Whatever differences or conflicts
they may have had in the past, they
should not drive these groups to engage
in such actions at a time when the
LTTE is presently facing a threat for its
survival from a mighty force.

I agree with your editorial view that
efforts should be made to bring about a
reconciliation among all the Tamil
groups to avoid betrayal and fratricidal
war at this critical juncture.

S.S. Gnanam
London, SE4.

* * *

RECENTLY I saw on TV scenes of
ordinary Palestinians, children and
women included, taking to the the
streets in the occupied territories in
protest demonstrations against the
Israeli authorities and confronting the

" troops who were armed with lethal

weapons. And when Israeli troops deal
with such unarmed civilian protesters
with extradordinary force, including
shooting at them, sympathy for the
long suffering Palestinians is univer-
sally roused.

A similar situation prevails in South
Africa where thousands of black people
frequently take to the streets in protest
against the actions of the oppressive
regime.

Although some people compare the
Tamil people’s struggle in Sri Lanka
with those of the blacks in South Africa
and the Palestinians in the occupied
territories, it has never been the case
that ordinary Tamil people have en-
gaged in street demonstrations or civil
disobedience campaigns against the
policies and actions of the government
or in protest against the atrocities
committed by the armed forces.

The ‘Tamil struggle’ seems to lack
mass participation. It gives one the

(Continued on page 13)




JANUARY 1988

TAMIL TIMES 13

TO THE EDITOR FROM DAVID SELBOURNE

TRAGIC error is heaped upon error in
‘the perceptions of the Tamils — and of
the Tamil Times — about what is
happening in Sri Lanka. I have kept
my silence, an increasingly horrified
silence, for many months on these
matters, but it is no longer possible, to
do so.

Thus you speak in your December ’87
editorial of the ‘hope and epectation’
aroused by the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord;
yet, in the context of the majority
community’s fear and hatred of India,
there was nothing but deeper trouble
for the Tamil cause to be anticipated
from the Indian invasion of Sri Lanka.
Moreover, it was always an empty
assumption that Rajiv Gandhi — Indi-
a’s politically frail and morally in-
adequate leader — wished well to the
struggle of the Tamils for national
independence.

These Tamil hopes, in the Accord
had, and have, no substance. They are
composed, instead, of one part cowar-
dice, two parts wishful thinking, and
two parts foolish deference to Delhi and
‘Mother India’. For the IPKF is in Sri
Lanka in order to remove from the
shoulders of Colombo the burden —
which Colombo could not itself dis-
charge — of fighting Tamil separatism
into the ground.

The LTTE’s stated position of look-
ing to India for a solution of the prob-
lems of the Tamils’ is therefore equally
absurd. Delhi, fighting its own battles
in the Punjab, in the North-Eastern

(Continued from page 12) ‘4

impression of a struggle by some dedi-
cated armed groups with their own
stated aims — which may by and large
echo the aspirations of the mass of the
Tamil people — taking on the govern-
ment and the security forces.

Members belonging to these groups
attack or ambush the armed forces in
- various encounters and pull back to
safe hideouts or disappear amongst the
civilian population. The armed forces
retaliate with unrestrained brutality
against unarmed civilians and their
property.

In this process, thousands of ordinary
innocent Tamils have been killed in the
streets or in their own homes without
ever having participated in any action,
peaceful or otherwise, against the au-
thorities.

Why is there a general absence of
participatiuon by the general mass of
the people in protest actions? Is it
because that they are cowards? Or is it
that the Tamil militant groups con-
sciously follow a method of struggle in
which the role of the masses is only to
provide the material support needed by
the groups in their struggle and to
serve as cannon fodder when the inevit-
able brutal retaliation takes place?

T. Arulnaygam
London, SW19.

TAMIL DELIVERANCE
NOT ROUND THE CORNER

states, and in West Bengal to maintain
the integrity of India against sub-
national separatist tendencies has far
more in common with Jayawardene
than it will ever have with the Tigers.

The truth is a harsh one: the LTTE
and the cause of Tamil Eelam have no
more legitimacy (and perhaps less) in
the eyes of the Government of India
than in the eyes of the Government of
Sri Lanka. If at all, such legitimacy’
could only be gained by a comprehen-
sive military victory by the militants
over the Indian’ and Sri Lankan armed
forces, a victory which they can never
achieve; and by securing the broadest
level of international support for their
political claims and positions through
the diplomatic and bargaining skills of
the representative of the Tamils, fol-
lowed by a UN-guaranteed partition of
the island.

The militants, especially the LTTE,
lack such skills, just as the TULF
lacked them. (The Gandhian way is not
available, since the Tamils have no
Gandhi). And despite the valiant, but
fragmented, efforts of expatriate
Tamils, the Tamils’ cause in consequ-
ence lacks such international recogni-
tion, both East and West. (The London
School of Economics ’leftism’ of the
LTTE — a kind of Mickey-Mouse re-
volutionaty Marxism, flexing its puny
political muscles — will not help it, not
even, or especially not, in Gorbachev’s
Moscow). In these circumstances, ‘ulti-
mata’ and other such empty gestures
and declarations from the LTTE to the
IPKF, or to anyone else, are not worth
the paper they are written on, or the
breath spent in uttering them. What
remains is what the Tamils are getting:
mutual killing, stalemate, intra-Tamils
hatreds, random murder, Indian Army
rampages and endless obituary col-
umns of lives — Tamil and Sinhalese —
lost in vain.

Nor is it any consolation to the
Tamils that Jayawardene has made,
and is continuing to make, lethal poli-
tical errors of judgement of his own.
(Among these errors, the unconstitu-
tionality of the 13th Amendement is a
relatively trivial matter). For in the
eyes of the Sinhalese — in particular of
the Buddhist establishment, and the
growingly powerful JVP — he has
ruinously compromised the sovereignty
of Sri Lanka by delivering a large part
of the island into India’s de facto con-
trol. And despite the fact that the
invading Indian Army’s role is to crush
the Tamil militant movement,
Jayawardene has failed to carry
enough of his own people with him.
Instead, he has provoked a Sinhalese
backlash against the UNP, which has
already claimed Sinhalese victims by

the hundred, and has maimed his own
Cabinet members. »

From this backlash, whether led —
after Jayawardene has gone — by the
JVP, the SLFP, the Army or anti-Tamil
and anti-Indian UNP hardliners, the
Tamils have a great.deal more to fear
in future. Moreover, the Accord itself is
a flimsy document, and its proposals for
devolution of little genuine political
substance; the whole deal could easily
be, and I believe will be, counter-
manded under pressure of a Sinhalege
‘uprising’ organized by Buddhist clergy
and politicians. .

Wishful thinking to the contrary,
and well-intentioned as it may be, is the
reflection of a chronic weakness of the
Tamils, together with the jealousies
and selfishnesses which have divided
Tamil ranks from the outset. (It is even
wishful thinking which led the Tamil
Information Centre, in the belief that
the worst was over, to shut down its
operations in London at a time when it
was never more needed!).

‘How long can the Tamil people go on
suffering in this way?’, your editorial
predictably asks. The answer is that
they may have to do so for a very long
time indeed, not least because it is out
of the question that the Tamil mili-
tants will lay down their arms. But
above all, the Tamils’ suffering will be
prolonged as long as they continue to
rely on illusions about India; will he
prolonged as long as they fail to create
from their ranks a unified and mature
leadership of statesmen, not brigands,
who can command an audience outside
Madras (or North London); and, will be
prolonged as long as the just cause of
securing genuine political autonomy
and physical security for the Tamils of
Sri Lanka gains no real ground
among the Sinhalese themselves,
particularly the younger generation,
whose own insecurities are growing.

In the meantime, thousands more
Tamil innocents may die, many in the
naive belief that ultimate deliverance
— whether by India, by armed strug-
gle, by class uprising, by terrorist mur-
der, by cyanide, by divine intercession
or even by Tamil Times editorials — is
around the next, or the next but one,
corner. It is not.

2 January, 1988. David Selbourne

JAFFNA MADE
MANAVARAI

Available for weddings and recep-
tions.

Please contact Selva on 01-550
7439 for details.
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01-204-1027

Expert Canadian legal counsel at

» reasonable fees. For information and
Y o G A & c O i appointment contact:
Forall yourlegal work Attorneys ‘é"y ce Yedid |
and conveyancing | Howard Schnitzer
. . .. 231 St-Jacques St.
Solicitors & Administrators Suite 1%01
of Oaths Montreal, Quebec, Canada
_ H2Y 1M6
47 Booth Road, Colindale, Tel: (514) 284-9549
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Tel: 01-459-8589; 01-451-2902

Y% Large selection of Tamil & English Video films for hire

¥¢ Original and pre-recorded Tamil & English Video films available for sale on VHS &
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{? Wide range of Pyramid Audio Cassettes available for local and overseas customers
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and wholesale basis

Curry powder '2kg £1.95 ~_  Parboiled rice 2kg 75 pence
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Nelli Crush, Gingelly oil, Jaffna Lime Pickle,Jaffna Pappadam, 1988 Meihandan Calendars, Instant string
hoppers, Woodapple Jam, Chulagu (Willowing tray), Coconut scraper & Many More

FOR MORE DETAILS PHONE OR WRITE TO US
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INDIAN DIPLOMACY

HIGH STAKES GAMBLE

INDIA’S ROLE IN SRI LANKA

HAS STRATEGIC ADVANTAGES

‘4 told my commanders that it was a very difficult
mission, a very sad mission and also that we would do
our utmost to be fair, humane and use minimum force
even at the risk of accepting more casualties than we
normally would. They were told that they were going in

against their own people.‘

General K. Sundarji, INDIA TODAY, February 1986.

THE first time Krishnaswami Sundarji
issued those orders, it was as head of
the Indian Army’s Western Command.
The mission: Operation Bluestar, the
June 1984 army action to flush out
terrorists from Amritsar’s Golden Tem-
ple. On October 10, 1987, he found
himself repeating exactly the same
orders to his commanders, this time as
chief of army staff. The mission: Opera-
tion Pawan, the Indian Army action to
disarm the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) in Sri Lanka.

Both operations bear traumatic simi-
larities — a battle with unfamiliare
constraints; the emotional involvement
of the civilian population; a congested,
urban battleground; a highly-
motivated and heavily-armed foe of the
same ethnic identity. But there the
similarity abruptly ends. Bluestar was
a domestic operation. Pawan has for
the first time, placed Indian troops on
foreign soil to tackle the domestic prob-
lem of another country, and at con-
siderable cost.

But in the eyes of South Block Opera-
tion Pawan will be worth every paisa —
and the life of every Indian soldier lost
in Sri Lanka. The immediate objective
may be to ensure the implementation of
the Indo-Sri Lankan Accord but there
is also a broader diplomatic advantage
inherent in the presence of the Indian
Army on the island that is designed to
finally — and firmly — establish India’s
pre-eminence as the regional super-
power.

That may be a bit premature — the
accord has a long way to go before full
implementation — but the current air
of elation and confidence in South
Block has not been in evidence since
the aftermath of the 1971 operations in
what is now Bangladesh. The Indian
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) in Sri
Lanka is seen as the cutting edge of the
boldest Indian diplomatic initiative
undertaken in recent years. Senior
diplomats and army strategists refer to
it as a ‘turning point’ in its regional and
international ambitions.

In army headquarters be-medalled
generals bandy phrases like ‘We’re liv-
ing in exciting times.” Others claim ‘We
are in the process of changing the
region’s history. It is tragic that we are
fighting Tamils but we must use it to
advantage.’

In that sense, Operation Pawan
(wind) is aptly named. The change in
South Block, which houses the offices of
the Prime minister, the External
Affairs Ministry and the Defence
Ministry, is remarkable — and palp-
able. At no other time has the Indian
military and political leadership mar-
ched so closely in step and to the same
drummer. What diplomats refer to as ‘a
projection of India’s power’, army
generals translate as ‘the higher direc-
tion of war’. The loss of lives in Sri
Lanka, the financial cost and the fact
that the enemy is of Tamil origin is
seen as small sacrifice compared to the
gains for India’s long-term strategic
interests. According to army sources
the loss of 266 Indian Army lives (the
official toll till last week) is the mini-
mum price they expect to pay for
establishing New Delhi’s ‘sphere of
influence’.

Already, as Indian strategists point
out, the effects are in evidence in one
stroke of Rajiv’s Parker pen, New Delhi
has ensured that the only foreign milit-
ary presence in Sri Lanka will be
Indian. Statements by Sri Lankan
ministers like Gamini Dissanayake
that the accord does not bar Colombo
from having Israeli ‘experts’, are seen
as catering to a local constituency and
not any climb-down on the accord.

More important, in South Block’s
view, is that Pakistan’s military rela-
tionship with Sri Lanka has been per-
manently severed. Prior to the accord,
Sri Lankan security forces were being
trained by the Pakistan Army in Sri
Lanka as well as in Pakistan. The
Indian Army brass has also never
forgotten that in the 1971 Indo-
Pakistan war, Islamabad was allowed
to use Colombo as a re-fuelling base for
its aircraft. ‘That situation will never
be allowed to happen again’ says a
senior army officer. ‘Pakistan’s military
involvement in Sri Lanka came to an
end on July 29, 1987, and we intend to
make certain it stays that way’. Offi-
cials also point to the fact that the
strategic harbour of Trincomalee is
now effectively in Indian control and no
longer capable of becoming another
Diego Garcia. ‘If the Americans had
been given Trinco as a R R (rest and
recreation) base, we would have had no
choice but to treble our naval force’,

[ BY DILIP DOBB |

says an Indian admiral.

South Block also points to the poten-
tial problem of having 1,20,000 re-
fugees from Sri Lanka sitting on Indian
soll indefinitely a figure that confiden-
tial military projections say could easily
have doubled had India not intervened.
‘What we are talking about is the
prospect of another Bangladesh in
Tamil Nadu. We just could not afford
that to happen,’ says a foreign ministry
source.

These are of course, the obvious,
immediate benefits for India. But in the
high-security corner of South Block
that houses the army top brass offices,
the growing pile of secret position pap-
ers, prime ministerial briefs, tactical
reports and long-term strategy papers
all indicate the broader diplomatic pro-
fits from India’s Sri Lankan thrust —
and a newly aggressive policy which
recognises the growing role of the army
as a key element in that policy. Says a
serving general, The Indian army is
not the same as it was in 1962. It now
fits into India’s power projection.’

One such secret report points out
that the primary military advantage is
that ‘you are fighting your battles
outside your country’ (unlike Bluestar),
and this has a limited (Tamil Nadu
only) domestic fall out. Army officials
insist that Operation Pawan was part
of carefully-crafted, longterm strategic
planning which included the possibility
of high casualties in the initial stages of
the operation. ‘Admittedly, we expected
the LTTE to be less intransigent and
more in our control. In that sense we
miscalculate. But the prospect of the
Indian Army having to take on the
LTTE militarily was an option in our
projection,’ says a general. Adds Minis-
ter of State for External Affairs K.
Natwar Singh: ‘No government can go
into an agreement of this nature with-
out having tied up the obvious loose
ends. We examined every possible op-
tion. There were no low-cost options
available. If anybody can suggest a
better alternative, we will gladly ex-
amine it.’

In fact, the secret army papers com-
pare Operation Pawan with the British
involvement in the Falklands and for-
cefully insist that Sri Lanka can ‘under
no circumstances’ become another
Vietnam or Afghanistan. In military
terms the Indian army now believes
that the LTTE is no longer a major
threat and it is only a matter of time
before the organisation, or at least a
major part of it, surrenders. South
Block also claims that in the event of an
unconditional surrender by the LTTE,
they will still be ensured accommoda-
tion in the subsequent political setup
for the north and east.

Army projections do not, however,
discount the prospect of the IPKF being
in Sri Lanka indefinitely. In a secret
briefing paper sent to Rajiv Gandhi,
Sundarji has termed a pull-out by the
IPKF as ‘unacceptable’. Says one of his
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key aides: ‘We would like to change our
nomenclature from IPKF to the Accord
implementation Force. That is our
main brief — to ensure that the accord
is fully implemented. Pulling out before
that will be political and military
"suicide.” In the briefing papers on Op-
eration Pawan, the army has detailed
its short-term and long-term intentions
which as one states, ‘is to leave one
unified Sri Lanka in which the Tamils
are given their rightful status and Sri
Lanka is not an adversary’.

The short-term plan is, as the paper
says. ‘To bend the LTTE without
breaking it’. The LTTE still has plenty
of arms though they appear to be
running short of ammunition. Intelli-
gence sources revealed to India Today
that they are well funded by expatriate
Tamils — the LTTE has recently
bought a ship called the Illyana in
‘Europe with the intention of loading it
with arms and ammunition, sailing it
to smaller boats to try and slip through
the naval blockade of the Palk Straits.

Army intelligence puts the current
strength of the LTTE in Sri Lanka at
4,000 men, armed mainly with SLRs
(Self-Loading Rifles). AK-47s, G-3 rifles
and carbines, heavy machine-guns and
RPG rocket launchers. They no longer
have the ability to manufacture mines,
mortars and grenades as they were
doing earlier, except in very small
numbers. The IPKF strength is cur-
rently 29,633 men. Palaly is the head-
quarters of the 54th Infantry Division
which is responsible for Jaffna city,
under the control of the 41st Infantry
Brigade while the 91st Infantry Divi-
sion has been entrusted with protecting
the lives of the civilian population. The
18th Infantry Divison has been de-
ployed at Navatkuli and the 115th
Infantry Brigade at Point Pedro. Under
the 36th Infantry Division, headquar-
tered at Trincomalee, is the 47th Infan-
try Brigade at Killinochchi, 72nd Infan-
try Brigade at Vavuniya, 340th (Inde-
pendent) Infantry Brigade at Trinco-
malee and Muthur and 76th Infantry
Brigade at Batticaloa. The IPKF also
has one armoured regiment from 63rd
Cavalry with T-72 tanks and air sup-
port from Akbar, the Indian name for
Mi-24 helicopter gunships.

The troops involved have been de-
liberately chosen to represent as wide a
cross-section of the Indian Army as
possible and includes: the Brigade of
Guards; Parachute Regiment; Para
Commandos; Punjab Regiment; Grena-

diers; Madras Regiment; Maratha -

Light Infantry; Rajputana Rifles; Ra-
jput Regiment; Sikh Regiment; Sikh
Light Infantry; Garhwal Rifles; Mahar
Regiment and Gorkha Rifles.
According to army intelligence
assessments of the situation in Sri
Lanka, the fly in the LTTE ointment is
not so much Pirabhakaran as his num-
ber two. Mahattaya, the man who
surfaced last fortnight to orchestrate
the handing over of the 18 Indian Army
prisoners held by the LTTE. ‘Mahat-
taya is now more of the hawk than
Pirabhakaran who is perhaps still sus-
ceptible to influence from some like

(Tamil Nadu Chief Minister) M.G.
Ramachandran. Mahattaya, and
perhaps the more blood-thirsty of his
followers, will still carry on the battle,’
says an army source, adding, ‘that
means we may be there for some time
in a situation comparable to Punjab
today. We think-India and the Indian
Army is big enough to handle two
Punjabs. That is the basis of our
motivation.’

And of South Block’s indirect game
plan — to spread the message of the
Rajiv Doctrine on the region. South
Block points out that the military offen-
sive has been matched by a diplomatic
one. Rajiv’s visit to the White House,
they assert, was essentially to explain
India’s role in Sri Lanka, and its broad-
er regional contours. The US Adminis-
tration reportedly accepted that view-
point and according to top sources,
actually welcomed it. Washington may
value its strategic alliance with Islama-
bad but it is also in their interests to
have stability in the region. Only India
can ensure that says the official.

That confidence is bolstered by the
unspoken acceptance that the other
superpower, the Soviet Union will back
New Delhi to the hilt. Soviet Premier
N.T. Ryzhkov in fact, took a public
stance last fortnight in ‘fully support-
ing’ India’s role in Sri Lanka. Obvious-
ly, it admirably suits Moscow to have
India assert herself as the cock of the
regional walk. The Indo-Sri Lankan
agreement has also been supported at
the recent Commonwealth summit,
and by the European Economic Com-
munity (EEC).

That New Delhi has begun to assert
her regional authority diplomatically is
increasingly in evidence. During the
recent border talks between India and
China, New Delhi made it abundantly
clear that Beijing’s claims to Arunachal
Pradesh would have to be discarded
before any progress was possible. Indi-
an officials say that the army now has
the Chinese Army pinned down in
Wandung on the border and will con-
tinue to apply military pressure to
convince Beijing that New Delhi cannot
be trifled with. That message may have
gone home. The Chinese side was more
accommodating than at any of the
earlier border talks. Rajiv has been
invited to Beijing by the Chinese lead-
ership and a package border agreement
could be in the anvil sooner than most
people expect.

India has also let it be known to
Nepal that it will no longer tolerate
Kathmandu playing sides and has
warned Nepal of the consequences of its
recent intention to buy anti-aircraft
guns from China. Bangladesh leader
Ershad’s capitulation on the Chakma
refugee issue is another indicator. The
Indian director-general of military op-
erations recently informed his Pakista-
ni counter part that the presence of
30,000 Indian troops in Sri Lanka
should not tempt Islamabad into any
aggressive moves as India was quite
capable of handling any military threat
from across the border. Says a senior
diplomat, ‘We want to maintain good

relations with all our neighbours and
respect their unity and territorial in-
tegrity. But our size and the legacy of
geography has given us a responsibility
and a role that we cannot shirk.’

In Sri Lanka itself, the Indian Gov-
ernment has launched a new diploma-
tic offensive to win over, or at least
convince of India’s good intentions, the
most aggressive critics of the accord.
High Commissioner J.N. Dixit has, in
the past fortnight, met with Sri Lankan
Prime Minister Premadasa, the most
rabid India-baiter in the Sri Lankan
Cabinet. The meeting between the two
— the first in almost 18 months — is
seen in New Delhi as a major break-
through. Dixit also met with anti-
accord opposition leader and former
prime minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike
with much more visible success. Ban-
daranaike’s statements after the meet-
ing show a greater appreciation for
India’s role in the island than at any
previous time.

In the eastern part of the island, the
IPKF, under a plan called Operation
Cachet, is quickly consolidating its hold
in the knowledge that the LTTE’s writ
does not run here as in the north. IPKF
sources also say that they have a plan
to prevent colonisation by the
Sinhalese in the eastern province —
one of the main fears of the Tamils. ‘We
are looking at the long-term implica-
tions of our involvement. Whichever
way the dice falls, we have a contingen-
cy plan for it. Every move by the IPKF
is approved in New Delhi. Only if there
is a 50 per cent chance of success is the
green signal given,” says one of the
officials in charge of monitoring the Sri
Lankan situation.

That is perhaps the most credible
sign of South Block’s intentions to see
the accord through to the end — and
ensure that India does not suffer in the
process. In South Block, a core group of
senior officers form the External
Affairs Ministry and the army has been
set of to monitor the situation virtually
minute-by-minute. ‘This is a serious
issue and we cannot afford to be casual
about it. There is pressure on us, there
is tremendous pressure on the Sri
Lankan Government. But we have the
expertise to handle it so that our in-
terests, those of the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment and of the Tamils in Sri Lanka
are met. That is the bottom line,” insists
Natwar Singh.

Clearly, New Delhi has its sights set
on a major diplomatic triumph and is
pulling out all the stops to ensure that
it is successful. But much will depend
on the Sri Lankan Government and
Jayewardene himself — and the un-
written agreements that have been
hammered out since the accord was
signed last July. The LTTE may be on
the run and in disarray. but it will take
a lot of convincing before the majority
Sinhalese cease viewing the Indian
Army as an occupation force. For Indi-
an diplomacy, Sri Lanka represents
perhaps the biggest challenge since
1971. Success will ensure that its re-
gional status is commensurate with its
size and geographical legacy. Failure
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will circumscribe India’s diplomatic and
military role for decades to come.

Considering the daunting odds, is
India’s regional game plan workable?
Obviously, like the green signal given
in new Delhi for IPKF operations, the
strategy, at the present moment, seems
to have a 50 per cent success ratio. But

New Delhi’s new aggressiveness is also

obviously corelated to the timing and
the new rapport that Sundarji has
established with the political high com-
mand. Not since the days of Sam
Maneckshaw have the armed forces
wielded the kind of clout they now do in
South Block. The main reason for that
is Sundarji himself.

Sundarji wears his flamboyance as a
badge of honour, and his powers of
persuasion and oratory are legend. The
office of the chief of army staff would be
unrecognisable to its previous occu-
pants. It bristles with high-tech gadget-
ery including laser projectors and disks
that superimpose images of maps and
charts to help plan military strategy
and offer alternatives in different oper-
ational situations. On major exercises
like Brasstacks, similar equipment
stored in a special air conditioned
trailor is taken along. His aides in
adjoining offices operate on computers
and word processors.

The overall effect is spellbinding and
Sundarji’s command of the language
and his strategic thinking have
obviously impressed the political lead-
ership and given the military a major
say in foreign policy. His critics, and
there are many even within the army,
see his ambition as a flaw and have
branded him a ‘death and glory boy’,
determined to secure his place in milit-
ary history.

However, the army brass views him
with something akin to awe and there
is no denying that the man has
tremendous charisma. Neither is he the
maverick. General Patton-like charac-
ter, his critics paint him to be. Before
taking over as chief. Sundarji locked
himself away in Goa to compile his
personal strategic bible for the Indian
Army. His briefs to the prime minister
and the Cabinet are military master-
pieces, brilliantly written. But there is
also no denying that he could be prone
to over-confidence. In looking at the
regional woods, New Delhi may have
missed the trees.

New Delhi’s desire to flex muscle is
all very well, but to accomplish that
effectively also requires widespread
public support. India’s efforts in Sri
Lanka can hardly be said to have that
— only because New Delhi’s explana-
tions have not been convincing enough.
And the reason for that is a crucial one
— credibility, or the lack of it. If now
Delhi is prepared to face the collective
suspicion of the neighbours, handle
domestic problems and public opinion,
it cannot do so effectively without that
vital ingredient. More important
perhaps is the need for the image of a
strong Indian leadership in the interna-
tional context. Mrs Gandhi was re-

PLOTE CALLS FOR
ANTI-FASCIST FRONT

THE formation of an anti-fascist and a

national democratic front to ensure the -

imp] ementation of the Indo-Lanka

peace accord is one of the priorities of

the People’s Liberation Organisation
of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE) its General
Secretary Uma Maheswaran has told
Southern left leaders, political sources
said.

They quoted Maheswaran as having
pledged to take part in parliamentary
politics while at the same time retain-
ing some of the PLOTE’s arms for self
protection.

His remarks were contained in a
letter sent to Vasudeva Nanayakkara,
leader of the Nava Sama Samaja Party
(NSSP) on its tenth anniversary
celebrations held last week, sources
said.

They said Maheswaran noted the
NSSP’s stand on the ethnic problem
and said it was the NSSP ‘of all the
parliamentary parties which not only
accepted the rights of the Tamil peopke
to self-determination, but went to the
extent of accepting that right even to
the extent of separation.’

‘In the short term your organisation
may have lost because of its courageous
stand, but in the long term the courage
of your convictions will undoubtedly
pay rich dividends, Maheswaran told
Nanayakkara.

His letter also said that the PLOTE
will ‘be entering the political main-
stream and will actively participate in
all-island politics.’

‘However, Maheswaran said, ‘the ex-
istence of neo-fascist groups who are
armed and intent on liquidating those
whom they see as not being supportive
of their narrow parochial vision has
forced upon us the decision not to lay
down what arms we have in our posses-
sion.’

He added ‘today the fascist attack on
progressive and democratic forces
make it imperative that we keep arms
for the people’s protectlon and to de-
fend the gains of the past.” Among the
priorities on our list, his letter said, is
the formation of a broad anti-fascist
front as well as a national democratic
front to ensure the impkementation of
the Indo-Lanka Peace Accord.

However, Maheswaran said that
PLOTE does not hold itself responsible

for the accord although they see ‘a few
positive features’ in it.

He said that the positive aspects of
the accord are that it ‘halts the march
of US imperialist penetration of our
country and secondly, the accord,
though it does not solve the problem
facing the Tamil peopke, creates an
opportunity for commencing a dialogue
— a first step towards reaching a
political solution to the problems facing
the Tamil community.’

His letter also rejected PLOTE’s posi-
tion that they have always been
opposed to foreign intervention in the
affairs of this country.

He says the IPKF’s continued pre-
sence in the country can only lead to a
build up of greater mistrust between
the two people in the long run.

‘The only persons who stand to gain

- from this are the ruling cliques,

irrespective of which party they belong
to, the losers are the toiling masses,’
Maheswaran said.

spected by international leaders for
precisely that and there was conse-
quently less resistance to her regional
policies. Without a strong leadership,
domestic stability and public support,
New Delhi will be seriously hampered
in its regional efforts. The stakes in Sri
Lanka may be high but so is the risk of
failure. As one general soberly admits:
‘If we fail, it will not be Rajiv’s Waterloo
but India’s Waterloo.’

(Courtesy of India Today)
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A MAN OF THE MASSES

FEW personalities entered the Tamil
Nadu political scene with so much
suddenness and rose so meteorically as
MGR did. Hardly five years after
founding his party — the All India
Anna DMK — Marudu Gopalan
Ramachandran was in the saddle as
Chief Minister of the State. He began
exerting extraordinary influence in the
State’s politics and with the politically
conscious electorate.

MGR (as he was called endearingly)
was really a man of the masses, for the
masses and made by the masses.
Variously called as Makkal Thilakam
(darling of the people) and Puratchi
Thalaivar (revolutionary leader), the
late Chief Minister was one of the most
popular Indians in contemporary times
with a phenomenal following among
the common people. The crowds that
used to assemble to hear him (or see
him) were certainly as vast as those
that turned up to listen to Gandhiji,
Pandit Nehru, Annadurai and Indira
Gandhi.

Extraordinary Charisma

With his extraordinary charisma, the
movie star turned politician was cer-
tainly not an instance of a film actor
‘clicking in politics’. Indeed, he was as
shrewd as a politician could be and was
trying to match every one of the DMK’s
claims to Dravidian heritage. He was
socially conscious and implemented
such worthwhile programmes as the
nutritious noon meal scheme to remain
unbeaten by his arch political foe, Mr
M. Karunanidhi, DMK President. He
exploited the film medium to drive
home his message and to mould the
public opinion. In the latter years of his
career, he did develop political abilities
and showed awareness of where his
strength lay.

MGR knew his mind but it was not
easy to make him speak out his mind.
He was not an orator. Nevertheless he
had developed a habit of making very
long speeches, often vague and unclear.
This was so until the latter half of 1984
when he fell ill with a stroke which left
him with a major speech disability.

Clean Govt.

Very early in his career as Chief
Minister, in some of his speeches he
pledged to banish corruption and estab-
lish a clean administration. To what
extent did he succeed? Students of
history of this period pointed to his
failure to achieve his objective. In fact,
they cited how his erstwhile Revenue
Minister, Mr. S. D. Somasundaram, left
the party ‘in protest against the ram-
pant corruption in the administration.’
(Mr. Somasundaram, however, failed to
make a dent in the ATADMK party and
returned to the organisation some time
later and was made a party functionary
by (MGR).

One criticism by the DMK was that
MGR being a Malayalee, could not be
expected to serve the interest of the
Tamil culture and language. To meet

the criticism, he worked overtime to
show himself and his party as the true
inheritors of the Dravidian glory and
began doing all kinds of inexplicable
things in the name of protecting the
Tamil langauge and Tamil culture.
Nevertheless he did recognise that the
present Tamil community was made up
of heterogeneous groups and sects —
ethnic, religious, linguistic and cultural
— and believed in a future for the
Tamils in a united India. To that extent
he showed himself to be a nonparochial,
cosmopolitan person. He thought the
label, All-India, affixed to ADMK lent
national dignity to the party.

Born of Malayalee parents on Janu-
ary 17, 1917, at Kandy (Sri Lanka),
MGR had to endure hunger, poverty
and squalor in his boyhood days. His
mother, Sathyabhama, with her two
sons — Chakrapani and Ramachan-
dran — moved to Kumbakonam in
Tamil Nadu but could not find a living.
The boys could not go to school and
Sathyabhama admitted them to the
Madurai Original Boys Drama Com-
pany to be trained as stage artistes.
Movies were still a far away novelty.

Young Ramachandran struggled
hard to make the grade as an actor. He
knocked at all doors and finally got his
first role in a talking picture (‘Sathi
Leelavathi’). He gradually began to
make an impression on Tamil
moviegoers. His good looks, his wiry
physique, his skill in conducting
orchestrated fights and personal
magnetism, marked him out as a man
destined to go up the ladder. He scaled
dizzy heights in the film world. He got
the Government of India award ‘Bhar-
at’ for best actor in the country.

During the Fifties, many changes
were taking place on the Tamil Nadu
political scene which were to have far
reaching consequences. Men like Con-
gressman-turned atheist social rebel,
E.V. Ramaswamy, and rustic man-
nered scholar, silver tongued orator
and savant, C.N. Annadurai (en-
dearingly known as Anna) developed a
huge following, stirring the masses
with their writings and speeches.
Anna’s Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
was on its way to be coming a major
political force in the State. The party
received a big boost by MGR joining it.

In fact, MGR exploited the party’s
appeal as much as the party exploited
his popularity. It was thus beneficial to
both. When finally the DMK came to
power, MGR was content to be acting
and making movies his medium for
projecting his do-good philosophy. His
films were always commercial extrava-
ganzas. The stories were simple, clear
and moral-orientated. He played the
roles of a do-gooder, a dutiful son, or a
person fighting the idle rich or the
vulgar, the greedy, the unscrupulous
and the anti-socials.

Differences with Karunanidhi
It was October 1972, when Mr Karu-

nanidhi was the Chief Minister, that
serious differences developed between
the two. MGR accused his old friend of
gross corruption, nepotism and much
else. In a retaliatory move, Karuna-
nidhi suspended MGR from the DMK.
The masses were stunned. Political
thunder clouds rolled, MGR founded
his own party. Anna Dravida Munnet-
ra Kazhagam (later re-named as All
India Anna DMK), and within five
years, the party under his leadership
was swept to power and he became the
Chief Minister (June 1977). Many were
wondering what a film actor was going
to do as the Chief Minister.

Mr. Karunanidhi, in fact, erred in
imagining that MGR could never con-
vert his film popularity into political
strength. In the initial stages, no day
passed without some agitation or the
other, often inspired by the Opposition
parties, creating problems for MGR.
Mr. Ramachandran survived not only
his own shortcomings but also the
onslaughts of the Opposition parties,
notably the DMK.

When his party was defeated at the
parliamentary elections in 1980 by the
Congress (I)-DMK combine and his
Government was subsequently dismis-
sed by Indira Gandhi, he did not lose
heart but waited patiently for the
Assembly elections six months later
when he went to the people as the
aggrieved party and exploited that feel-
ing to secure a resounding success at
the polls.

Relations with Indira Gandhi

In the next four years, he cultivated
Mrs. Gandhi and her party so closely,
after some political fence-mending,
that she made an airdash to Madras to
see him when he fell ill with a stroke in
October 1984, and arranged to fly him
to New York and provide him the most
sophisticated treatment available in
the United States. He was almost given
up when he left the Indian soil, but
made a remarkable recovery in the
New York hospital that surprised even
the doctors attending on him. The
doctors said that more than the medi-
cines, it was his extraordinary will
power, determination to live, and the
grace of God that were responsible for
his recovery. It was then the State of
Tamil Nadu witnessed a strange phe-
nomenon of all sections of the popula-
tion joining together and offering
prayers for saving the life of one man,
their leader.

At the Down State Memorial Centre,
Brooklyn, New York, MGR underwent
a kidney transplant and got treated for
his stroke. He had a miraculous recov-
ery, but was left with a speech impair-
ment.

During his stay in New York, the
1984 general elections came off, and
from his hospital bed MGR led his party
to a smashing victory. The Congress (I)
aligned itself with the AIADMK this
time and this combination continued in
the following years.

At the end of the three month medic-
al treatment in the United States MGR
(Continued on next page)
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EPRLF CALLS FORFULL
IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE PEACE ACCORD

ALTHOUGH, five months have now
lapsed since the signing of the Indo-Sri
Lankan Accord, the expectations of our
Peoples that the Accord would pave the

way for peace, restoration of the demo-

cratic process and meaningful devolu-
tion of power to the Tamil-speaking
people, remain a distant dream. In fact,
the present reality that face our Peo-
ples is one of despair, deprivation and
death.

On our part, we, the EPRLF, which
extended its critical support to the
Accord, are finding it increasingly diffi-
cult to demonstrate to our People, in
concrete and tangible terms, the gains
of the Accord. What our people see,
instead is the process through which
only those conditions favourable to the
Sri Lankan government are being
satisfied. In addition, our own expecta-
tions that the Accord would serve to
create those conditions that would pave
the way for the fusion of broad, demo-
cratic Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim con-
sensus remains to be fulfilled.

We give below certain specific cases
of non-implementation of the Accord,
which in our opinion, constitute the
major obstacles to the realization of
peace, democracy and unity which to-
day comprises the main political slo-
gans of EPRLF and the rationale be-
hind our supporting the Accord:

1. The abrogation of the General
Amnesty Clause: — There are, at this
moment, around 1,250 Tamil political

prisoners who are still incarcerated in
prisons (ie the New Magazine Prison,
the Booza Army Camp and the Pela-
watte Transit Camp). This constitutes
a flagrant violation of the General
Amnesty Clause that speaks of General
Amnesty to all political detainees, in-
cluding those accused, charged and
convicted. In addition, there are over
1,000 persons listed as missing.

Furthermore, the General Amnesty
Clause has been deliberately misinter-
preted by the Sri Lankan government
so as to exclude all those (Sinhalese as
well as Tamils) who have been charged
or convicted under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act for alleged offences com-
mitted outside the Northern and East-
ern Provinces.

We are, in particular, concerned over
the plight of members of a group called
the Vikalpa Kandayma (‘Alternative
Group’) who now face trial under the
Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) and
Emergency Regulations — one of the
charges being conspiring to overthrow
the government in collusion with the
EPRLF. These are persons who had the
courage to place the democratic de-
mands of the Tamil People before the
Sinhala People, despite the fury of
Sinhala Buddhist chauvinism which
they had to confront. Incidentally, the
members of Vikalpa Kandayama who
are incarcerated in prison took an open
stand, published in the Colombo news-
papers, in support of the Indo-Sri Lank-
an Accord.

(Continued from p.19)

returned to Madras on February 4,
1985, to a rousing reception. From then
on, despite his speech disability, he
carried on the administration of the
State and continued his hold on the
masses, particularly those in the rural
areas and more particularly among the
women. However, he remained a sick
man and had to go to the U.S. every
year for check-up and treatment.

The last time when he went to the
U.S. for the annual check-up in early
August, he stayed there almost three
months to enable the experts at the
State University Health Services Cen-
tre, Brooklyn, to carry out various tests
and prescribe alternative formulations
to bolster up his health which had
earlier shown signs of oedema.

Looking better than a year ago, a
cheerful MGR returned to Madras on
October 31, only to strain himself in
dealing with a dozen pending problems,
chief among them being the Sri Lankan
Tamils and the Vanniyars who were
agitating for a special reservation in
jobs and higher education.

Keenly interested in ensuring an
honourable place for the Tamils in Sri
Lanka MGR had never allowed his
physical limitations to stand in the way

of either meeting the people or working
shoulder to shoulder with the Prime
Minister in the cause of the Tamils in
Sri Lanka.

Even during his stay abroad, he had

met Mr. Rajiv Gandhi who was then on
a visit to New York and discussed the
Tamils issue with him. After his return,
MGR kept himself in constant touch
with the Centre. In spite of his indiffe-
rent health, he flew to Delhi on Decem-
ber 16 — just a week before his death
— and reviewed the Sri Lanka situa-
tion with the Prime Minister.

Staunch nationalist, lover of peace

A staunch nationalist and lover of
peace, he had a great regard for
Jawarharlal Nehru. He was keen in

installing a statue of Nehru at an

important junction in Madras and
wanted it to be unveiled by the Prime
Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. After a
long wait he got his cherished desire
fulfilled on December 21 when the
Prime Minister unveiled the statue at a
grand function. At this function an
enthusiastic MGR spoke for almost 15
minutes unmindful of the tremendous
strain on his health.

Mr. Ramachandran is survived by
his wife, Mrs. V.N. Janaki.

The Hindu (IE) 2.1.88

2. Devolution of Power: — The
13th Amendment to the Constitution
and the Bill pertaining to the powers
that would devolve to the Provincial
Councils, as well as its structure, fall
far short of the just and democratic
aspirations of the Eelam People (ie the
Tamil-speaking People of Sri Lanka).
In fact, the unilateral move by the Sri
Lankan Government in pushing
through the relevant amendment and
the Bill, is a clear case of bad faith and
goes contrary to the terms of the
Accord which explicitly states that all
‘residual matters’ be resolved in con-
sultations with the Government of In-
dia. However, the devolution ‘package’
excludes completely the contents of the
earlier three rounds of talks between
New Delhi and Colombo with the
TULF being consulted in ‘proximity
talks’. In fact, both, Delhi as well as all
Tamil organisations (including the
TULF) have expressed their total dis-
satisfaction with the devolution pack-
age unilaterally pushed through by the
Sri Lankan Government. . . We,
therefore, demand that negotiations be
re-started on the devolution package in
accordance with the terms and spirit of
the accord. We demand that the process
of consultations include all Tamil orga-
nizations which took part in the Delhi
talks.

3. Plantation Tamils: — We have,
right from the beginning, taken a post-
ion against Clause 16(d) of the Accord
which seeks to link the repatriation of
Plantation Tamils of Sri Lanka to India
to the sending back of Tamil refugees
in India to Sri Lanka. Our position is
that both are unrelated. Firstly, as far
as the question of statelessness is con-
cerned, the Plantation Tamils who
toiled to develop the plantation eco-
nomy and who have lived in Sri Lanka
for over 4 generations, have every right
to call Sri Lanka their homeland. Thus,
all those who wish to be citizens of Sri
Lanka should be given citizenship, un-
conditionally. As far as the refugees
from Sri Lanka are concerned, their
resettlement in Sri Lanka can only be
initiated once there is some semblance
of normalcy and guarantee to their
physical safety and security. No such
condition exist today — 5 months after
the signing of the Accord.

4, Annexure in the Accord: —
Contrary to the elements in the Anne-
xure to the Accord, the Sri Lankan
Government has so far failed to termin-
ate the presence of external military
intelligence agencies which were in-
volved in the militarization of the Sri
Lankan armed forces in their per-
suance of a military solution. It is our
stand that the demilitarization of the
ethnic conflict cannot be one-sided to
include only the disarmament of the
Eelam resistance — as things have
been proceeding so far. We, therefore,
demand that the Annexure to the
Accord be implemented. In addition to
the above, we are greatly concerned
with a problem that immediately face
our people, arising directly out of the

armed hostilities between the IPKF
(Continued on page 21)
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DEVOLUTION OF POWER,
A MUST TO COUNTER
AUTHORITARIANISM

THE Movement for Inter-Racial Jus-
tice and Equality (MIRJE) welcomed
the Indo-Sri Lanka Peace Agreement
on two grounds; it promised to bring to
an end the violence that has marked
ethnic relations in Sri Lanka over the
last decade; it also provided a
framework for the evolution of a negoti-
ated political settlement that would
recognise the plurality of Sri Lankan
society.

Developments since the signing of
the agreement have unfortunately be-
lied these expectations. All parties to
the agreement have been responsible in
varying degrees for the debacle. The Sri
Lankan government was tardy in set-
ting up the interim administraion; it
tried to re-establish its police powers in
the northern province and announced
plans for recruiting and inducting new
officers to the force in these areas; it
moved ostentatiously to prepare plans
for long-term rehabilitation and to
obtain funds for such plans; it appeared
to place greater emphasis on the re-
settlement of Sinhala refugees in the
eastern province.

These acts led to fears that the
central government was trying to
preempt the choices open to prov}ncial
administrations and aroused suspicions
among the Tamil people of the govern-
ment’s comittment to devolution.

The Tamil militant groups entered
into a violent struggle for power among
themselves, resulting in a large num-
ber of deaths. Then the dominant
LTTE, after obtaining a commanding
majority of seats on the interim admi-
nistration and promising to co-operate

fully in implementing all provisions of -

the agreement, went back on its comitt-
ments.

-

. (Continued from page 20) -

and the LTTE. It is imperative that the
Government of India should take all
necessary steps to ensure that the
civilian casualties and the extreme eco-
nomic and psychological deprivation of
our People, be kept to an absolute
minimum — or avoided altogether. As
an immediate task we call on the
Government of India, to initiate the
political process, as delienated by us
above, and not allow the acts of pro-
vocation by the LTTE to distract it from
implementing the Accord to the full.
We also call on the LTTE to subdordin-
ate its narrow, parochial ends to the
wider and long-term interests of our
people and join the mainstream of the
struggle for Peace, Democracy, Unity
and social Progress.

It indulged in abhorrent acts of ex-
treme brutality, killing hostages in its
charge, managers of the cement fac-
tory, a television crew and a large
number of Sinhala peasants in the
eastern province. It then embarked on
a futile battle with the Indian Peace
Keeping Force.

The IPKF role has also been much
less than praiseworthy. It stood by
passively while the militant groups
killed each other; it was also inactive
while communal conflict assumed vio-

lent proportions in the East and while

Sinhala and Muslim peasants were
being slaughtered and forced to flee
from their homes. This led many in the
south to assume a tacit collusion be-
tween the IPKF and the militant
groups in ensuring Tamil demographic
dominance in the eastern province.
Subsequent events forced the IPKF
to attempt to disarm the LTTE; this
action has now turned into a virtual
assault on the Tamil people of Jaffna.
Civilian life has been totally disrupted,;

. civilians, particularly in the Jaffna

peninsula, have been subject to con-
tinuous curfew; nearly the entire
population of Jaffna has been forced
out of its homes into the uncertain

" security of refugee camps; and have

suffered from lack of food and basic
amenities.:

Reports also speak of large numbers
of civilian deaths and enormous des-
truction of property; it is also being
stated that the IPKF has been insensi-
tive to the plight of civilians. The IPKF
is now involved in chasing, capturing or
killing remnants of the LTTE and will
no doubt extend this process into other
groups in other areas as well.

The present situation cannot be
allowed to continue. We cannot stand
by and see the beginnings of another
prolonged guerilla war which will make
a mockery of the peace that was antici-
pated by the Tamil people and also lead
to further de-stabilisation in the south.
In this context we call upon all con-
cerned parties to arrest this alarming
process of deterioration and to get back
to negotiations that will lead to peace.

The LTTE must accept the fact that
the struggle for Eelam has been
brought to an end by the agreement of
July 29th.

Its present tactics, differing totally
from the stand adopted by its leader in
accepting the Agreement and from
their position as indicated to the Indian
authorities on September 28th, are
futile and not in the best interest of the
Tamil people.

- We call upon the LTTE to declare

SAYS MIRJE

anew its support for the co-operation in
implementing the Agreement, to give
up its present tactics of violent con-
frontation and enter into negotiations
leading to peaceful participation in the
political processes that must be set in
motion soon.

We call upon the Sri Lankan and
Indian Governemtns to review the pre-
sent situation and take whatever steps
are necessary to get back to a negoti-
ated political solution which was after
all the objective of the Agreement.

For this purpose, we believe it neces-
sary that the present offensive be
halted and discussions begun with the
LTTE as well as all other groups to
make a reality of the intentions of the
Agreement, that is, surrender of arms,
a cessation of conflict and a democratic
process of transition to provincial coun-
cils; such discussions will necessarily
have to recognise the relative strengths
of the various groups.

We believe that this is the only way
of avoiding a long drawn out guerilla
war which will probably prevent the
establishment of democratic political
structures in the north and east, at
least for some time. The Tamil people
at large must also actively contribute to
such a process.

There is another responsibility that
the Sri Lankan Government appears to
have abdicated. The Government and
the President cannot leave total re-
sponsibility for matters in the north to
the IPKF or the Indian authorities.

The Government must move in swift-
ly, restore civil administration and take
all steps necessary to relieve the dis-
tress of the people. It must move in
adequate food supplies, restore com-
mon ameneties, reactivate hospital and
medical services, etc. Its very commit-
ment to the unity and integrity of Sri
Lanka can only be vindicated by such
action,

We are aware that among the Sinha-
la people there is a great deal of
oppostion to the Agreement. Such
oppostion may be based on a variety of
genuinely held views that look on the
provisions of the Agreement as well as
the present regime that is attempting
to implement it with extreme dis-
favour.

We do not wish to comment on all
these issues in this statement; never-
theless, we would like to remind them
that the institution of provincial coun-
cils all over the country and the devolu-
tion of certain powers to such councils
may well be one of the best means of
countering the present authoritarian
and repressive tendencies of the gov-
ernment.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

First20 words £10.

Each additional word 801.
ChargeforBoxNo. £
(VAT 1£% extra)

Prepayment essential

OBITUARY

MATRIMONIAL

H.N.D. Electrical and Electronics
qualified youngman, presently prepar-
ing for C.E.l, Part Il and expecting
grant of permanent stay soon, seeks
suitable UK resident partner.

YOUNG LADY, educated up to G.C.E
(O/L) and presently resident in UK
with refugee status, age 36, seeks
partner resident in UK as student or
on refugee status. Write in both cases
with details to Box M206 C/O Tamil
Times.

JAFFNA HINDU UNCLE, seeks suit-
able partner for 33 year old niece.
U.K. Citizen. Please write with horo-
scope and details to Box M207 C/O
Tamil Times.

JAFFNA, Tamil Christian parents set-
tled in Australia seek groom for
daughter, 24 years, 5’5", fair comple-
xion working and doing further stu-
dies. Reply with full details including
date, time and country of birth, to Box
| M208 C/O Tamil Times.

R. BHUVANENDRAM (Former Direc-
tor of Industries and later Consultant,
Ministry of Fisheries, Sri Lanka) be-
loved husband of the late Krishnathai,
father of Bhuvanambikai (Sri Lanka),
Dr. Indrambikai (U.S.A.), Bhuvanak-
rishna (Grant Thornton), Dr. Indrak-
rishnan, father-in-law of Lucky (Sri
Lanka), Dr Sriram (U.S.A.), Dr. Siva-
mathi; grandfather of Keshani & Arul-
ram, expired in London. Cremation
took place on 31st December. at
Croydon Cemetry. 154 Whitehorse
Lane, South, Norwood, London SE25.

GOWRI wife of Tharmaratnam (World
Bank), mother of Nandini, Mythili and
Vyjayanthi, daughter of the late C.Lo-
ganathan died on 2.1.88 Washington
D.C. USA, — 2 Derbyshire Court,
Bethesda, Maryland, 20817, USA.

IN MEMORIAM

K.N. JEYASEELAN, Retd. Div. Agri-
cultural officer and of Haycams Lid;
Mrs. Rukmany Jeyaseelan and son
GnanaEaswaran were shot and killed
by the I.P.K.F. about the 23rd October
1987 in their home at Kondavil Jaffna.
Mr. Jeyaseelan is the father of Mrs
NagaEaswary Sivapalan, Mr. Ling-
aEaswaran (London), Father-in-Law
of Dr. Sivapalan (Wales), brother of
Dr. N.T. Sampanthan (Moolai), and
brother-in-Law of Chiet Justice S.
Sharvananda, Colombo.

REV. FR. LOPPUPILLAI AMIRTHA-
NATHAPILLAI

SINGARAYER O.M.I; M.A. (Lond)
Former Director, St Joseph’s
Teachers Training College, Col-
ombogam.

Rector, St Henry's College, llavalai,
Professor, Papal Seminary, Ampitiya
Born: 27th October 1906. Ordained
Priest: 21st December 1931. Called
Home: 20th December 86.

‘And the tear that we shed,
Though in secret it rolls,
Shall long keep his memory,
Fresh in our souls'

Our Lady, Queen of Holy Rosary,

Pray for him.
Amirtha-Villa, Mathagal.

PERSONAL

DR. K. SIVALOGANATHAN has taken
early retirement from the post of Senior
Lecturer in Civil Engineering at the Coven-
try Lanchester Polytechnic. The
Polytechnic has conferred on him the
status of Honorary Research fellow, in
recognition of his research work and pub-
lications in the field of ‘Numerical Com-
putation of Flows in Storm Sewers and
Open Channeis’.
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Ethnic Questions
in U.K. Census

THE British government is planning to '

include a question on racial origins in
the next census, 1991, although it was
forced to drop all such references in the
last census in April 1981.

In the 1981 proposal people were
asked to choose between 10 alternative
racial groups. This time the question is
simpler. People will be expected to tick
one of three boxes — white, black or
Asian. For Asians there is a further
choice of boxes, to indicate Indian,
Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Chinese or
other. There is to be a separate categ-
ory for people from any other race or
ethnic group.

Officials say the question is essential
for the correct planning of special prog-
rammes for ethnic minority groups.
They assert that the question would
help determine allocation of govern-
ment funds to local authorities who
make special financial provision for
ethnic minority groups.

In areas such as health, social ser-
vices, employment and social security,
they say, the information would enable
the government to set up programs
better suited to the requirements of
ethnic minorities.

However, before the 1981 census
there had been widespread anxiety
about the possibility that immigration
authorities would use the information
to track down illegal immigrants. A
test survey in the London borough of
Haringey showed that just under 50
per cent of the respondents were will-
ing to disclose their origins.

Some Opposed in Principle

Surveys held more recently show
that most people from ethnic groups
would agree to disclose their origin. But
some people, especially those from the
West Indies, are still opposed in princi-
ple to such a question.

Meetings are to be held early in the
new year by officials from the Office of
Population Censuses and Surveys, and
the Commission For Racial Equality, to
convince the leaders of minority groups
that the question of race origins does
not pose any threat.

An information paper published last
month by the Office of Population Cen-
suses and Surveys says: ‘Census data
on identified individuals will not be
passed to any person or organization
outside the Census Office. This includes
the police, immigration authorities, the
local and health authorities.’

The paper says that because the
government wishes to eliminate racial
discrimination it needs accurate data
on the ethnic population on which its
policies may be based. It adds: ‘An
ethnic origin question would help the
government and others to monitor
these policies and assess their effect,
both nationally and locally.

A White Paper due to be published
before next summer is to contain the
proposals for the 1991 census. Parlia-
ment will take the final decision on
whether to include the proposed ques-
tion on racial origins.

If the question is included in the
census, the Office of Population Cen-
suses and Surveys plans to introduce a
publicity campaign ‘designed to remove
groundless fears about the way the
information would be used.’

PLAN TO LIMIT
MPs POWERS

THE Tory government is to introduce
new guidelines to severly restrict the
right of Members of Parliament to
intervene in regard to problems faced
by immigrants.

The new Home Office proposals to be
placed before Parliament this month
envisage that: (a) the MPs shouid raise
immigration problems of their consti-
tuents straight with nationality or im-
migration officers and not, as they do at
present, with the Minister; (b) instead
of seeking intervention while an im-
migrant 1is still going through the
appeal process, MPs should leave their

representation until the process is com- -

plete.

The aim of these proposals, according
to the Home Office, is to halve the total
of nearly 14000 cases a year now being
referred to Ministers.

The JCWI and other immigrant
organisations have severely criticised
the new proposals. Roy Hattersley, the
Shadow Home Secretary, said that the
Labour Party would fiercely oppose the
proposals.

COURT RULES
ON ADOPTION BY
IMMIGRANTS

A child under 18 can be admitted to
Britain as the adoptive child of some-
one settled here under immigration
rules even if that child was adopted
without legal procedure, the court of
Appeal in London has ruled.

The ruling could be significant for
hundreds of families who are trying to
gain entry for children.

Appeals Panel Overruled

Lord Justice May dismissed an
appeal by the Immigration Appeals
Tribunal against a decision of Justice
Hodgson earlier this month that
quashed a tribunal decision refusing
entry to an applicant.

The case concerned an application for
an entry certificate in 1982 from the
dependent adopted son of the sponsor
who settled in Great Britain in 1970.
When the applicant’s father was dying
in 1975 in Bangladesh, the sponsor, to
whom he was related, promised to look

VIJAYAMBIGAI'S
CREATIVE EFFORT

Dr. Seergazhi Sivachithambaram, the illust-
riwssonofDrSemNGovhduqan‘ , who
accompanied his as co in their
reoenttourofm&UK. ina
novel dance of Vi Indra
Kumar, an iliustrious dancer, &
dance teacher. Vij 's innovation saw
Jesus Christ as Lord of the Dance in the
Creation of the World, his life, Crucifixion and
Resurrection, combining it with the rhythms of
a Thillana. The lyrics were in English and Dr

 Sivachithambaram was invited by Vijayambi-
classical

gai to' compose the music in Camatic
and sing it. Vijayambigai choreographed the
dance in Bharata Natyam.

She danced, the item in the course of a
brilliant 3 hour recital she had at the
University of London Goldsmi Coliege,
presented by Vijayanarthalaya (Academy of
Indian Arts). ng at the occasion, Revd
Charles Watson, Minister in Charge of INTER-
COM Ministries (an ecumenical inter com-
munity ::?anisaﬁon of the Methodist Church),
commended Vijayambigai's efforts at interfink-
ing East-West traditions and building bridges
between communities. He said that many
priests had witnessed the dance and had
requested Vijayambigai to perform it at
Church Services. Vijayambigai has to be
admired for taking Bharata Natyam into the
Churches in a form gratifying to their milieux.
Vijayambigai's of Bharata Natyam, Kuchipudi
& Kathakali was not only first class entertain-
ment but was of tremendous educational
value to students of the dance and aspiring
dancers.

Paul Dharmaraj

after the applicant after the father’s
death.

When the applicant applied for entry
clearance, an immigration officer re-
fused on the grounds that there was no
provision for adoption in Bangladesh or
under Muslim law. The decision was
upheld by the Immigration Appeals
Tribunal.

Rationale for Ruling

However, Hodgson had held that
even without a legally recognizable
adoptive process there could have been
an adoption procedure sufficient under
immigration rules where there had
been a permanent assumption by the
adopter of all parental duties.

May said that the tribunal should
also have considered the applicant’s
case on the basis of whether he should
have been admitted as a relative of the
sponsor. The tribunal’s appeal, he said,
would be dismissed on the ground.




www.tamilarangam.net
24 TAMIL TIMES JANUARY 1988

LONDON SCHOOL
OF COMPUTING

Due-to continued high demand — we shall be starting the following additional

Full-time courses
in February 1988

AAT: |
Certificate in Accounting
Membership examinations:
@ Preliminary
@® Intermediate
@® Final

I.D.P.M:

Part | Part Il
Part Ill Part IV

ACCOUNTANCY:
ACCA & CIMA Courses

CITY & GUILDS:
Programming Courses

COMPUTER COURSES:

There are a number of short term &
long term computer courses available to suit everyone from
student to professional

Our full-time courses satisfy
HOME OFFICE REQUIREMENTS

For further details & application form contact:
The Registrar

B
Linburn House,

342 Kilburn High Road, London NW6 2QJ.
Telephone: 01-328-9966 & 01-624-2286
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