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Paddy Statistics - 1992/93 - Maha Season

The production of paddy of a season is estimated through the components namely: area under
cultivation and estimated average yield. Area under cultivation is obtained through complete enumeration of
all paddy growing parcels in the Island. Average yield is estimated through a crop cutting survey.

The statistics on paddy cultivation are presented by mode of irrigation and district. It was planned to
conduct 5694 crop cutting experiments through out the Island for 1992/93 Maha Season. But experiments
could not be conducted in most of the districts in the Northern and Eastern provinces. Therefore, the
extimates presented in the report for the distrits of North-East province except for Ampara, Kilinochchi and
Batticaloa are based on past achievements and guess estimates provided by the statistical staff attached
to these districts and also taking into consideration of the observations of the other officers in the Field of
Agriculture.

Area Under Paddy Cultivation

The sown area reported for 1992/93 Maha Season was 1,348,427 acres (545689 Hectare) and
compared to the previous Maha Season it shows a marginal decrease of about 0.46%. However, some
districts have been reported an increase in the sown area. Among those districts Monaragala (18%), Ampara
(11%), Gampaha (4%) and Hambantota (3%) are prominent.

The gross harvested area reported for this seasonwas 1,329,575 acres (538,060 Hectare) and it was
about 98.6% of the total gross sown area. The corresponding percentage for the previous season was 95%.
Though there is a decrease in the sown area compared to the previous maha season, an increase of about
3% in the harvested area could be observed.

Yield

The estimated average yield for 1992/93 Maha Season was 68.20 Bu/Ac (3516 Kg/Ha). The
estimated average yield for 1991/92 Maha Seasonwas 68.12 Bu/Ac(3512 Kg/Ha). Mahaweli 'H' special area
has reported the highest average yield of 100.40 Bu/Ac (5176 Kg/Ha). This was followed by 97.90 Bu/Ac
(5047 Kg/Ha) reported in Polonnaruwa district.

Producgon

The estimated paddy production for the Maha Season is 81 million bushels (1,692,000 metrictons) and
comparedto the previous Maha Season, itis an increase of about 3.8%. The increase in the harvested extent
in most of the districts could be attributed to this favourable achievement. The highest production during this
Maha Season was reported from Kurunegala district.

Gross harvested area, average yield and production of the Maha Season for last 5 years are given
in the following table.

Paddy - Gross harvested area, Average Yield and Production of Maha Season for the last 5 years

Gross Harvested Average Yield Production
Extent
Seasons
Acres Hectares Bushesls  |kgs. per nett Million Metric Ton
'000 '000 per net Acre Hectares Bushels ‘000
1988/89 1087 440 66.50 3429 64 1342
1989/90 1283 519 69.13 3564 79 1647
1990/91 1193 483 70.21 3620 74 1554
1991/92 1292 523 68.12 3512 78 1630
1992/93 1330 538 68.20 3516 81 1692
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Ancillary information on paddy cultivation

Table 7 through 14 shows the distribution of sown extent of paddy for 1992/33 Maha Season on some
aspects relating to the paddy cultivation. These distributions are briefly reviewed below.

Tenureship

During 1992/93 Maha Season, about 77% of the sown extent has been under the single ownership
while another 14.3% is shown under Ande ownership. The percentage of extent under joint ownership has
been about 6.4%.
Seed Variety

Improved varieties have been grown in about 90% of the total sown extent. Traditional varieties
corrosponds to 8% of the total sown extent.

Preparation of land

About 54% of the total sown extent has been prepared for paddy cultivation by using tractors. Buffaloes
and mamoties have been used for about 35% of the total extent.

Sowing

The most popular method of sowing seems to be broadcasting. i.e. about 77% of total extent sown.
According to the table No. 10 percentage r{ area corresponds to planting not in rows has been 16%.

Fartllizers

Chemicalfertilizers have been applied in about 91% of the total sown area. It can be seen from the table
11 that use of organic fertilizers is very marginal.

Use of Weedicide, Insecticides and Fungicides__

Table 12, 13 and 14 are on use of weedicide insecticides, and fungicides. Insecticides have been
applied in about 73% of the total sown extent. Percentages of area under fungicides and weedicides have
been 24% and 61% respectively.

Note :For estimation of Paddy production at district level, the nett area harvested has been worked out using
the correction factors computed based on the areas survey carried outin 21 districts. Allisland corectionfactor
of 15% has been used in respect of the balance district Colombo, Gampaha, Puttalam, Ratnapura and
Badulla.

Agricutture Division,

Dept. of Census & Statistics,
3/1, Rajakeeya Mawatha,
Colombo 7.

01st October, 1993
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