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PADDY STATISTICS - 1994/95 MAHA SEASON

The total paddy production in the Island is estimated as the product of the average yield estimated
by the crop cutting survey and the total net harvested extent obtained by complete enumeration of all
paddy parcels. Paddy statistics namely, average yield, extent and, production are estimated by district
and mode of irrigation levels.

It was planned to conduct 5,700 experiments during 1994/95 Maha season. However, due to the
unsettled conditions, the crop cutting survey could not be conducted in Mullativu, Mannar and
Trincomalee districts. As such estimates for these districts were prepared based on personal judgment
of district statistical staff and other field officers in the field of agriculture and also considering past
achievements. Therefore, in this report, standard errors of the estimates and the ancillary information
are given only for the districts where the survey had been conducted.

Table 1: Paddy Gross harvested area, Average yield and
Production of Maha seasons for the last 5 years

Gross Harvested Extent Average Yield Production
Year ‘000 Acres. ‘000 Bushels per kg per Million ‘000 MT
Hectares nett acre nett hectare Bushels
1990/91 1193 483 70.21 3620 74 1554
1991/92 1292 523 68.12 3512 78 1630
1992/93 1330 538 68.20 3516 81 1692
1993/94 1385 561 64.88 3345 80 1670
1994/95 1357 549 69.89 3603 84 1761

Considering the significant contribution from Mahaweli areas to the country’s paddy production,
and the requirement of data at lower levels to the Mahaweli Authorities for their extension and
monitoring programmes, the paddy statistics prepared at zone level and block level in respect of these
areas have been included in this report.

Mahaweli TI' and Udawalawe special areas have been treated as special agricultural districts and
estimates for these areas are included in the main tables as special districts. However, the statistics of
the Mahaweli B,C and G areas have been aggregated to respective administrative district that they are
belonged.

Area Under Paddy Cultivation

The reported sown extent under paddy for 1994/95 Maha season was 1,400,221 acres (566,650
hectares) and it recorded a 2.5 percent decrease compared to the 1993/94 Maha season. The reported
harvested extent for this season was estimated 1,357,441 acres (549,338 hectares) and it is about 96.94
percent of the sown extent. Corresponding percentage for the previous Maha season was 96.49.

’

Average Yield

Average yield for 1994/95 Maha season was estimated as 69.89 Bushels per net acre (3603 Kgs.
Per net hectare). This is about' 7.72 percent increase compared to the previous Maha season.
Polonnaruwa, Puttalam, Matale, Ampara and Mahaweli H' Areas have recorded a significant increase
of the average yield. o

Mahaweli 'H' area recorded the highest average yield-of 103.58 Bushels per net acre (5340.4 Kgs.
per net hectare). This was followed by Udawalawe special area and Polonnaruwa districts and the
reported average yields in these districts were 94.8 Bushels per net acre (4888 kgs. per net hectare) and
94.3 bushels per net acre (4861 kgs. per net hectare) respectively.

Paddy Production

The total paddy production in 1994/95 Maha season was 84 million bushels (1.7 million metric
tons) and it recorded 5.4% increase compared to the previous Maha season. The increase of
production is attributed to the increase in average yields of several districts and this may be due to the
favorable climati¢ conditions and improvement in the use of fertilizers.
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Irrespective of the decline in both sown and harvested areas, the overall average yield has
increased by 7.72% compared to previous Maha Season and it has contributed to the increase in the
production. The highest paddy production is recorded in Kurunegala district which is 10,713,000
bushels (223,510 Metric tons) and it is equivalent to 12.69 percent of total paddy production in the
Island.

Ancillary Information

The distribution of sown area according to several aspects relevant to the paddy cultivation is given in
tables 13 through 20. A brief description on this is given below.

Tenure:

In 1994/95 Maha season 77 percent of the sown area was under single ownership while 13 percent
was under 'Ande’ Category. Yet the percentage area under 'Ande’ for Hambantota district was 38 and
area under 'Jointly Owned' was 8 percent. But it is little bit higher for Ratnapura district as 38 percent.
(Table 13)

Seed Variety:

New improved seed varieties had been grown in 94 percent of the sown area. Area under traditional
varieties were only 3 percent yet, it could be seen from table 14, that traditional varieties are grown in
significant proportion in Jaffna and Batticaloa districts. &

Preparation of lands:

Nearly 63 percent of the sown area had been prepared for cultivation by use of tractors and percentage
of area under buffaloes were estimated to be about 34.

Method of Sowing:

Broad-casting is the most popular method of sowing and it is the method applied in 83 percent of the
sown area. Percentage of area corresponding to transplanted not in rows was 13. Row Seeding and
transplanting in rows are not common practices. (Table: 16).

Use of Fertilizer:
Chemical fertilizers have been applied in 93% of the sown area and it can be seen from Table 17.
Use of fungicide, Weedicide, Insecticide:

63 percent of the sown area have been weeded by using weedicide but weeding has been done in
significant proportions of the sown area in Kandy, Nuwara Eliya and Ampara districts by manually.
Insecticides have been used in 75 percent of the sown area to protect the crop from insects.

Compared to weedicide and insecticides use of fungicide is lower during this season. Fungicides have
been reported in 27 percent of sown area.

Note

For the estimation of paddy production by district level the net area harvested has been worked out
for 22 districts including Mahaweli H' region, using the correction factors obtained at the 'Area
Survey. All Island correction factor of 15% has been used for the balance 5 districts Colombo,
Gampaha, Badulla, Puttalam and Ratnapura.

Agriculture Division,

Department of Census & Statistics
Agriculture Division

3/1, Rajakeeya Mawatha
Colombo 7.

01 September 1995
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TABLE 8 : PADDY STATISTICS - MAHAWELI SPECIAL AREAS - 1994/9S MAHA SEASON

Sown Gross Average Standard Confidence
Area Harvested Yield Error Interval (Bu/Ac)
SYSTEM (Acres) Area (Bw/Ac) (Bw/Ac) at 95%
(Acres) Y
Lower Upper
Limit Limit
UDA WALAWE 24,964 24,964 94.95 - 1.88 91.27 98.63
SYSTEM 'B' 31,303 31,303 80.89 1.71 77.54 84.23
SYSTEM 'C' 49,924 49,912 86.90 254 81.93 91.88
SYSTEM 'G 12,393 12,393 102.66 2.55 97.66 107.66
SYSTEM 'H' 61,446 61,446 103.49 1.20 101.14 105.84

TABLE $ : PADDY STATISTICS AT BLOCK LEVEL - MAHAWELI SYSTEM ‘H' - 1994/95 MAHA SEASON

Sown Gross Average Standard Confidence
Area Harvested Yield: Error Interval (Bu/Ac)
BLOCK (Acres) Area (BwAc) (BwAcg) at 95%
{Acies)
Lower Upper
Limit Limit
GALNEWA 9,775 9,775 111.51 3.20 105.23 117.79
MEGALEWA 5,231 5,231 104.49 3.89 96.87 112.11
GALKIRIYAGAMA"® 5,369 5,369 100.33 3.06 94.33 106.34
MADATUGAMA 7,018 7,018 102.25 241 97.52 106.98
EPPAWALA 9,544 9,544 98.82 3.13 92.69 104.96
TAMBUTTEGAMA 7,618 7,618 103.21 3.78 95.80 110.61
NOCHCHIYAGAMA 8,647 8,647 101.72 299 95.86 107.59
THALAWA 8,244 8,244 103.98 4.03 96.08 111.88
SYSTEM 61,446 61,446 103.49 1.20 101.14 105.84
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TABLE 10 : PADDY STATISTICS AT BLOCK LEVEL - MAHAWELI SYSTEM ‘B’ - 1994/9S MAHA SEASON

BLOCK Sown Gross Average Standard Confidence
Area Harvested Yield Error Interval (BwAc)
(Acres) Area (BwAc) (Bw/Ac) at 95%
(Acres) Lower Upper
Limit Limit
ASELAPURA 3,272 3,272 53.71 4.11 45.65 61.77
DAMMINNA 3,185 3,185 86.50 3.38 79.87 93.13
DIMBULAGALA 4,704 4,704 87.52 448 78.73 96.31
ELLEWEWA 5,058 5,058 87.39 2.11 83.26 91.52
SENAPURA 3,636 3,636 75.43 - 417 67.26 83.60
SEVANAPITIYA 5,118 5,118 82.74 4.35 74.22 91.26
SINHAPURA 1,309 1,309 58.02 6.95 44.40 71.63
WIJAYABAPURA 5,021 5,021 90.30 6.87 76.83 103.78
SYSTEM 31,303 31,303 80.89 1.71 77.54 84.23

TABLE 11 : PADDY STATISTICS AT BLOCK LEVEL - MAHAWELI SYSTEM 'C' - 1994/95 MAHA SEASON

Sown Gross Average Standard Confidence
Area Harvested Yield Error Interval (Bu/Ac)
BLOCK (Acres) Area (BwAc) (BwAc) at 95%
(Acres) Lower Upper
Limit Limit
BADULLA 10,783 10,771 .72 2.68 66.47 76.98
AMPARA 39,141 39,141 91.08 3.15 84.90 97.26
SYSTEM 49,924 49,912 86.90 2.54 81.93 91.88
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TABLE 12 : PADDY STATISTICS AT BLOCK LEVEL - UDA WALAWE - 1994/95 MARA SEASON

Sown Gross Average Standard Confidence
Area Harvested Yield Error Interval (Bw/Ac)
BLOCK (Acres) Area (Bu/Ac) (Bw/Ac) at 95%
(Acres) Lower Upper
Limit Limit
EMBILIPITIYA 2,693 2,693 98.21 1.12 96.02 100.40
CHANDRIKAWEWA 4,977 4,977 97.22 5.16 87.11 107.33
MURAWASIHENA 3,022 3,022 88.15 7.21 74.02 102.28
BINKAMA 4,466 4,466 79.11 2.54 74.13 84.09
ANGUNAKOLAPELESSA 3,563 3,563 80.84 2.85 75.25 86.42
KIRIIBBANWEWA 2,860 2,860 110.64 544 99.97 121.30
SOORIYAWEWA 3,383 3,383 117.60 7.12 103.64 131.56
SYSTEM 24,964 24,964 94.95 1.88 91.27 98.63
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70 B bmo e I® g®oess 1 1994/95 v
TABLE 18 : SOWN AREA UNDER PADDY BY USE OF INSECTICIDE AND BY DlgSTFI|CT19_94/95 MAHA

go 39 m8momm €0 @M 3043
oA Fi= >
2eIfedes (o). Insecticide Used Insecticide, Not Used
TOTAL a9 59
District SOWN (=10 1%) g@om

AREA AREA % AREA %

(Hect.) (HECT) (HECT)
COLOMBO 5,608 3,301 $8.9 2,307 41.1
GAMPAHA 11,977 7133 64.6 4244 35.4
KALUTARA 16,708 5,345 32,0 11,362 68.0
GALLE 17,652 6,101 34.6 11,551 65.4
MATARA 18,123 14,691 311 3,432 18.9
RATNAPURA 14,889 8,890 9.7 5,999 403
KEGALLE 10,911 6,478 59.4 4,433 40.6
KURUNEGALA 69,560 48,321 69.5 21,239 30.5
PUTTALAM 13,198 10,669 80.8 2,529 19.2
KANDY 17,089 12,777 748 4,305 25.2
MATALE 14,960 9,085 60.7 5,875 39.3
NUWARA ELIYA 6,205 2,320 37.4 3,885 62.6
BADULLA 20,115 17,002 84.5 3,112 15.5
MONARAGALA 12,978 11,434 8.1 1,544 11.9
JAFFNA 9,253 6,068 656 3,186 34.4
KILLINOCHCHI 15,907 12,909 81.2 2,997 18.8
VAVUNIYA 8,004 6,974 87.1 1,030 129
ANURADHAPURA 59,294 50,636 85.4 8,658 14.6
POLONNARUWA 45,397 39,614 873 5,783 12.7
BATTICALOA 31,941 26,499 83.0 5,442 17.0
AMPARA 55,878 48,896 86.7 6,982 12.5
HAMBANTOTA 22,546 22,074 979 4n 2.1
UDA WALAWE 10,103 9,497 94.0 606 6.0
MAHAWELI H 24,867 14,366 578 10,500 422
TOTAL' 533,161 401,680 753 131,475 24.7
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