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liy_ess Statements

Vajpayee Govt. - Tool For Imperialist Domination

The victory of BJP led NDA in this election
could happen in a situation of increasing consen-
sus among both Congress and BJP, and among
all other parties representing ruling class inte -
rests regarding the IMF-World Bank-WTO dict-
ated globalisation -liberalisation policles. It also
happened when none of the partles who were
in opposition challenged the dangerous escal-
ation of crimlnalisation, communalisation. and
corruption, Rather there was a conseusus in
favour of these also among them. The election
was reduced to mudslinging. Neither the
intensifying pauperisation of the masses under
the ‘New Economic Policy’, nor growing threats
of communal fascism, utilised to cover up surr—
ender to imperialist dictates in both vital forelgn
and internal pollcy matters, were targeted for
attack, National Issues got sidelined and com-
munal, casteist, parochial loyalties and Issues
concerning state or local administration got
prominance,

In spite of these, BJP could not increase
its strength and Congress got a good beating,
frustrating the efforts of ruling classes to pol-
arise Indian politics between them. BJP could
get a majority only through a loose alllance of
24 parties. There is a further fragmentation of
political spectrum reflecting the spread of eco-
nomlic crisis to political scene.

Continuatlon of Vajpayee governmeant me-

Defend Reservation

The ruling by a Constitutional Bench of the
Supreme Court denying reservation to the Sche-
duled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in promot-
lon In service, and in selection to super -specia-
lity courses goes against the basic concept of
reservation to the socially backward sections
adopted at the time of framing the Constltution
as a result of prolonged struggles by democratic
forces and those sectlons who are soclally and
economically backward due to mlllennlums of
soclal oppression. We oppose this ruling and
view with concern that the central government
has not taken any actlon so far to nullify it, We
appeal to all progressive democratic forces to
rally with the SC/ST sections for opposing this
ruling. :

ans contlnuation and Intensification of anti—
people, anti-national policies. Already diesel
prices are hiked 40%. There are moves to sign

“CTBT and to surrender to US imperialist dict-

ates on foreign policy matters, Instead of de
escalating tension and improving relations with
neighbouring countries, BJP is "advocating fur-
ther nuclear and conventional armamentation.
Ensiavement of the country and pauperisation
of the masses are.going to get intenslfled as
NDA is committed to second generation of imp-
erlalist dictated reforms, and to opening the
country to MNCs.. To cover up their treacher-
ous policles, communalisation 1s going to be
whipped up more.

This unprecedentedly dangerous situdtion

calls for an offenslve by the genuine left forces
to mobilise the people around an anti-Imperi-.
alist, democratic, secular programme, and to la-
unch uncompromising struggle against globalls-
ation liberallsation policies and communalisatlon.
When the traditional left led by CP1 (M) is dege -
nerating fast by tailing behind;ruling class forces
and policies, we appeal to all genuine left and
revolutionary forces to take up people’s cause
unitedly and build up a powerful anti-imperialist
democratic movement.

New Delht

All India Secret ary
October 11, 1999

CPI (ML) Red Flag

as a Democratic Right

This Supreme Court ruling cannot be seer
isolated from the economic policies presently
followed based on globalisation-liberalisation—-
privatisation and market system. Interpretat-
jons that Article 16 of the Constitution enabling
reservation s not a fundamental right, and that
efficlency of administration, merit and quality
should be the criteria smack of castelsm, Equ-
ality of opportunity should not be interpreted
in abstract manner isolated from soclal reality
and history,

This ruling questioning the very validity of
reservation as a democratic right should be seen
in the overall context of reservation as a whole

(Contd. P. 2%
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Military Coup in Pakistan

The milltary coup In Pakistan ousting the
Pakistan Muslim League (N) government Jed by
Nawaz Sharif has further sharpened not only
the contradictions within that country, but also
in South Asia and nearby regions. Especially
in the present context when Vajpayee govern-
ment coming to power utllising the Kargil con-
flict and anti-Pakistan communal sabre-rattling
‘will be bent upon utilising the coup ard its
follow-up developments for furthering its Hind-
utua agenda. It also assumes significance when
US government is pursuing its hegemonic efforts
at global level, and cs a part of it in South Asia.

Right from the time of formation of Pakistan
‘the US imperialists have manoeuvred the compr-
ador ruling classes ard their political represent--
atives to serve the global interests of imperialist
system, Systematically the military and burea-
ucratic establishments were manipulated for this.
.In the 1950s itself the first military take over
was Instigated by US imperialism. Thereafter
also whenever the elected governments were
found insufficient to serve imperialist interests
and the contradictions between civilian govern-
ment and military sharpened, the military took
cver twice again and US supported it, Same thing
has happened this time also. These Imperialist
monoeuvres have degenerated Pakistan in to full-
fledged neo- colony, with Its economy in crisis,
wast masses pauperised and IMF-World Bank-
MNCs In full control.

In 1980s theSovlet involvemet in Afg-
anistan had become a bonanza for Pak rul-
ers as US imperialists started pumping huge
amounts to Pakisten +to train and arm
(slamic fundamentalist forces includirg Bin
L aden and Taliban to oust the Seviet for-
ces and their collaborators. The Pak rulers
became syronym for corruption. The Benazir
Bhutto government was a good example for this.
When people’s revolt erupted against it ‘the
president ordered its dismissal and called for
mew election. Nawaz Sharif's PML(N) came 1o
power with two-third majority While taking
over Sharif had promised that Benazir's corru-
ption will be iInvestigated and the fortunes she
had deposited in foreign tanks will be brought
back, Though Benazir's family came under
pressure, the corrupt bureaucratic establishment
continued, and Sharlf himself started amassing
fortunes through varlous agreements signed with
the MNCs. As Pak economy went on facing crisls
and started people protesting, Sharif tried to

bolster his regime by accepting Shaijat Law and
declaring Pakistan as an lslamic state. Simult—
aneously his regime encouraged communal divi-
slons, by supporting Sunni extremists to attack
minority Shias, Christians and Mujahars, The
close relation with Taliban was also maintained.

During there vears the economic crisis wor-
sened. Urder globalisation and penetration of
MNCs whatever industrial infrastructure earlfer
existed also came under severe train, Electri-
city, diesel and drinking water became more
costly. Price-rise and unemployment became
growing phenomena, Whatever welfare meas-
ures existed were also cut down, Naturally
people started opposing, All opposition groups
started protesting. Dictatorial moves to silence
opposition also started misfiring.

Meanwhile with the Pokhran nuclear blasts
by Vajpayee government and Pakistani retalia-
tion by its own nuclear blast were utllised by
the religious fundamentalists in Pakistan also
to whip up jingoism. In a way Vajpayee gover’
nment’s nuclear policy became helpful for
Pakistan to achieve strateglc parity with India
as nuclear powers, while In conventional armam-
ents it was far below India, The Islamic fun-
damentalist groups engaged in Kashmir as well
as Pak army planned the now infamous Kargil
Incursion utilising this situation, At this junc-
ture Nauwsz Sharif's Lahore meeting with Vaj-
payee only angered these sections: Sharif's
agreement before Clinon to withdraw Puk forces
and infiltrators from Indian side of the Line
of Control (LOC; further argered them.

All these developments led to Increasing
protest movements by the oppesition parties,
communal killings, and especially to estrang~
ement of relation between army and Sharif's
goverrmert, This growing contradiction, espe-~
cially after Kargll debacle, was public knowl-
edge. There were talks of military take over,
It was in order to prevent this Nawaz Sharif
disicissed army Chief General Pervez Musha-
rraf when he had gone to Sri Lanka on a
visit. But Musharraf who anticipated this, had
made his own arrangements. He struck back
through his loyal officers and eventually took
over dismissing Sharif. This is now called a
velvet coup as not a bullet was fired and the
taking over was smooth. Opposition to mili-
tary coup is nominal, only handful of PML(N)
members led protest demonstrations. Oppo-
sitlon parties have welcomed the coup, Only

-
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question ralsed is when another civillan gove-
rnment can be expected, But everybody know
that US interests will be a determining factor
in all these developments.
Like the earlier occasions when army
" took over In Pakistan, this time also it is clear
that the coupis not going to better the life
of the masses of people. It will only worsen.
The neocolonisation shall intensify further.
At the same time influence of islamic fundam-
entalists will grow, Such a military-fundam-
entalist alllance in power means worsening of
the Indo-Pakrelations especially when BJP led
government has come to power in India. It will
also provide more openings to US imperialists to
exert more influence In this region.

As far as US imperialists are concerned
this region hasassumed mote importance. Firstly
Itis a growing market. Secondly Pak-Afgan
corridor is important to enter the former Soviet
republics in Central Asla having vast petroleum
deposits. Thirdly US is concerned about possi-
bility for any tie-up among India, China and
Russia, Because of these and other reasons
US is interested to utilise Pakistan for desta-
bllising this region, US s also manipulating
Kashmir question like East Timor issue for
this. So Clinton’s statement expressing concern
about Pak military coupis only a farce. His
talk about return of democracy there is a
farce. Like earlier times this time also US
manoeuvring was one of the main reasons for
this coup. And only If US wants a change
over to civillan rule is possible there.

The military coap in Pakistan and heinous
moves by US Imperialism to increase its hege-
mony in this region, especially at a time when
the BJP-led NDA government is also faithfully
serving the imperialist camp, and when lslamic
fundamentalists there and Hindu fundamentalists
here are dividing the people to help the desta-
billsation efforts of Yankees, poses a great
challenge before the progressive democratic
forces in both countries, [t is the task of these
forces to expose the US manipulations and the
role played by the rulers in both the countries.

As far as the democratic forces in our
country is concerned it Is going to be a testing
time. In the name of stabllity the Vajpayee gov-
erment {s going to impose restrictions on even
-exlisting parliamertary rules. The coup In pakis-
‘tan will bee utilised to cover up more autacratic
moves, Side by side communalisation will be pr-
omoted. And US Imperfalists are going to in-
tensify their hegemonic efforts. In this sftuation
it Is the urgent task of there forces to mobllise
the broad masses agalnst the imperialist ?Qmp

i

ied by US imperiallsm and against communalis -
ation, i

Bofors Case

The CBI actlon to file FIR including Rajiv
Gandhi also among the accused and promise of
filing a second part inculding Hindujas and others
after 13 years of investigatlon is more of a poli-
tical step by the BJP-led government to emba-
rass the Congress party. Vajpayee governmeont
very well knows that no other political party
from the oppoistion also wlll support Congress
in Bofors case. As expected the Congrese
leadership has last balance and i1s trying do all
forms of acrobatics to save the Nehru dynasty
without which it cannot survive.

But the issue before the people is how for
the Vajpayee government will go ahead with this
Bofors scam. Ther, what about the numoreus
scams in which many of the mimisters, top bur-
eaucrats and polltical leaders are involved?
Among them quite a few including Sukh Ram,
Arun Nehru and others are presently with BJP.
There are allegations of large scale corruption
.against many mlinisters from BJP-led state
.cabinets, and against some of the ministers and,
prime-minister’s secretariat during the 13 month
llong Vajpayee government wlll this government
.dare to take action against them? 220

Charges of large scale corruption and numer-
rous scams started coming up iavolving first
‘hundreds and later thousands of crores of rupees
drom the time the libaralisation was initlalty
started in 1980s during Rajlv regime. From that
time numerous cases wete filed and numerous
cases were dropped according to whims of
governments in power, Still in not a single case!
.a clear verdict has come out. Not a single acc-
wused is punished so far, As the whole ruling
system is corrupt, Its various arms are helplng
each other to escepe. And the compradors
coming to power have no will or desire to act as
they themselves and those around them are also
scamsters, |

In this situation filing of Boiors Case is
nothing more than a political stunt, Only peo-
ple’s movements can compel the rulers to act
atleast for namesake.
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13th LokSabha Elections: CPl (ML) Red Flag
succeeds in political campaign

The two months long election campaign
organised by the five state committees .where
13 candidates were put up for Lok Sabha and
the political campaign organised in the other
states based on the election manifesto putting
forward Anti-imperlalist democratic programme
ana calling for building up Anti-imperlalist dem.
ocratic alternative have succeeded in greatly
achleving the twin objectives of propagating the
party's approach before the people and of exp-
anding the party’s influence among the left mas.
ses. Tens of thousands of copiss of the election
manifesto published in six languages were dist-
ributed among the left forces and broad masses.
It was a vigorous political propaganda with
hundreds of well attended public meetings and
thousands of street-corner/junction meetings.
All the state committees issued appeals explai-
ning the anti-imperiailist anti-feudal struggles
launched during the past decades, exposing
central/state governmental poiicles and
appealing to all democratic, secular forges to
rally tor the candidates of revolutionary .left
and democratlc organisations. The election
manifesto had stated: “CPI (ML) Red Flag app-
eals to the working class, peasantry and all
other toiling masses, and the progressive demo-
<ratic patriotic and secular forces to rally for
building up this anti-lmperialist democratic alt-
ernative and vote for the candidates put forward
by our party and the revolutionary democratic
forces who are basically suoparting this anti-
imperiaiist democratic programme"”,
The political campaign launched by CPI{ML)
Red Flag was significant in many respects. It
called for a polarisation against the comprador
ruling class policles enslaving the country to
neocolonisation, It propagated the anti-imperi-
alist programme calling for scrapping the ‘new
economic policies’ of globalisatlon-liberalisation
privatisation, quitting WTO, kicking out [MF-
WB-MNCs, writing off Imperialist debts, and
struggling for self-rellant national development
policy. It pointed out the communal fascist
threats posed by the Sangh Parivar forces repr-
esented by BJP in the maln in order to cover up
the implementation of the imperialist. dictated
economic policies, and focussed the attack on
BJP and Congress. As pointed out ir the
manifesto the campaign. exvosed the regional
parties, the so-called social justice parties, who

have aligned or non-aligned with BJP or Congr -
ess, for advocating the very same anti peopie
economic policies. During the campaign the
CPI(M) and CP! leaderships were severely con-
demned for the opportunist policy of trailing
behind Congress In the name of fightlng agalnst
communalism, This CP! (M) argument could not
convince thelr own cadres and supporters. Thr.
ough this campaign the party could initiate the
polarisation of the left masses around the gen-
uine left alternatlve.

This campaign, especlally in the states
where the candidates were put up could lead to
wlaning: over of many CPI (M) and CPI cadres
to the party’s side, The Mass base got conso-
lidated and expanded, In Delhl state the cam—
paign organised by the Delhi state organising
committee for the Outer Delhi constituency is a
good example. Eventhough the party orgnis-
ation was Ilimited and weak, and the campaign
could be extended only to 9 out of the 23 asse-
mbly constituencles, with the suppoart of all left
forces and left masses, the party candidate
could collect 9372 votes, It reflects the effec-
tlveness of the campalgn. .

In Karnataka where the left movement is
very wzak and the CPl (M) .CPI leaderships have
betayed jthe left missas by continu>usly trailing
bahind the ru'ing class forces, ‘and this time.
behind the Janatha Dal (3) while collabarating
with Cngress (I), the campaignilaunched by the
party and the results were sigalficant stlll the
party could nat coasalidate the mass base butlt
up through numzrous strugiles because of
organisational {nitations. The campalgn was
started very late due t5> extrenz flnanzial and
other technaical difficulties., Still our party con=
diiates could g2t 53700 votes for Ralchur . and
155600 votes for Kappal constituencies. Though
this result was not reflected in the results of
assembly constltuencles due. to technlcal pro-
blems, the performance In the electoral struggle
is going to encourage the stru;;les in various
flelds in coming days. i ! i

In Kerala, where the party had put candi-
dates for seven constituencles, the .camnpaign
reached at par with that of the CPl (M) led LDF
at many places. The.CPI (M) line was thoroughly
exposed. lts ‘conmunalism main threat' pro-
paganda was roundiyiattacked and the relatipn
between intensifying neocolonlsation and com=:

)
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munalisation was well explalned. The whole
party organisatlon and all its supporters could
be mobilised in the campaign. Still in a sharply
divided political situation in Kerala, the party
could collect only the political votes. This is
clear from the fact that even In Vadakara and
Kozhikode constituencies where the party had
maximum organisational strength and the com-
paign was most efiective only 107C8 and 10275
votes were polled. It calls for spreading the
party to grass root level urgently, and building
class/mass organisations more effectively.

I TN party had put condidates in tuo con-
stitvencies. Coimbatore and Chidambaram. At
Colmbatore there was an effective .campaign
nobilising the whole organisation and with the
support of CPI, CPl (M) cadres and suprorters
who extendec¢ support to the anti-imperialist
democratic programrme put forward ty the party,
At Chidambaram also campaign could be launch-
ed in some areas of the constituency, In the
TN situation where the descendent of Dravidian
trend CMK, AIADMK and other splinter gicups
llke ML MK have degenerated as agents of inter-
national capital, and have allied with either EJP
or Congress, when CP1 (M) CPI leaderships have
totally degenerated to soclal democratic fosit-
ions trailing behind CMK so far ard rcw behind
AIADMK, when the so-called neo- Ambeckarite
parties claiming to stand for dalit cause bhave
also taken the heinous position of toeirg ruling
class politics, the necessity for a genuine left
altetnatlve 10 mobilise the leit masses Is siro-
ngly felt in the political spectrum , It is in this
context CP1 (ML) Red Flog entered the serce,
however small way It may be. A1 Chidambaram
there were attacks on daiit sections on poll day
making it difficult for these oppressed secticrns
to cast thelr voles. At Coimbatore 330G vctes
were polled for ccm, Cherkottayan.

At Bhadrak ‘constiHuercy ir Orissa also a
gccd campaign was organised thcuch It was
disturbed severely due to 7eir ard {lccds In
many areas. Ir spite of it '‘de'm: Mcudemani Das
could cet 1124 votes.

In the states where candidates cculd rot be
put up were also a ceftripafgn wés orgarised to
propagate the politics of ‘antl-imperjalist deiro-
cratic alternative. Election 'Marifesto ard hand
bills explainirg CPl (ML) Re'd Flag’s political line
were distribuied ir large r'un ber.

The most significen't thirg durirg this cem-

paign was the mobilisaticn of 81l party mwen bers

and supporters for it. The ceirpalgn succeeded

In tehirg the 'party's 'basic lire and approdch

toweards the people. 'In this wey it was a great
success.

com: Appu martyrdom day
observed

On 10th Octaber com: Appu’s martyrdom
day was observed by Colmbatore district comm-
ittee:of CPI (ML) Red Fiag. In the mornirg at
Kottaimedu, the birthplace of com: Apru, local
comrades, frierds ard relatives of com: Appu
assembled In front of a red-garlanded photo of
Appu in his memory, In the evening the well
attended public meeting was addressed by com-
N. P. Kumar, paity’s district committee secret-
‘ary, Cem) T: K. Mony presided. "Com: Loorthu,
brother of com: Appu and perty member also
spoke. Com: Damodaran of CP1 (ML) Liberation
also addressed the meeting,. :

Vajpayee government'’s first
year's agenda

The president’'s address to joInt sittirg of
Lck Sabte %rd Rajya Sabha concealsirore than
what It reveals, Remmove the glossy picture abo-
ut Increased growth rates, one crore employment
and 20 lzhhs houses per year, Inflation reachirg
lowest levels etc which aie ware of a propzgan-
da, the agenda talks volumes for Vajpayee gov-
ermment’s readiness to surrerder the people’s
interests to Imperialist camp. While talking about
unversal ruclear dlsarmament in a hollow mann-
er, titls government is conspiring to sign C,T.B,
T.'No progosdls to mend relations with south
Asian courtries are mentiored.

In the honme front the address lauds the
antl-people rew ecdnomic policy and promises
to carry forward secord gereration of reforms
It talks about gettirg better WTO  deal In
comirg rcurd ot t@lks when thke WTO itself is
a tool fcr impcsirg merket systemr arnd to
loot the neo colories, 1t talks about expard-
iIng ‘primery ecucaticr ezrd health care, when
even 'the existirg facilities accessible to the
poor ere taken away, It presents cocked up:
statistics to prove inflation is goirg down,
when actually It Is increasing. This economic
golicy will orly ruin the pecple more,

At the same, in the name of comprehensive
electoral reforms ard studying the functloning
of the Constitution so far the address hints,
about BJP's hidden agenda for further autocr-
atisation of the exlsting ruling sustem.,

The address hailed by ruling cjass media,
and foreign and native ruling sections will orly
accélerate the economic crisis in the country
and pauperise’ the vast masses further,
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M. M. Somasekharan

Put ldeological Political Line

in Command
[A response to CPl (ML) People’s War critique]

Introduction

The September’ 98 issue of Red Star (RS)
had published a response to the criticism
against CPl (ML) Red Flag (hereafter RF) publi-
shed In then Vanguard, the bimonthly public—
atlon of CPI (ML) People’s War (PW),  This
response was delayed as ue could get this
Vanguard issue quite late. ~Unfortunately PW
does not follow the practice of sending their
publications in exchange to other organisations.
even when criticlsms are published against them,
and even when other organisatlons are regularly
sending their publications to all avallable addre-
sses of PW comrades. In this reply we had dealt
in detail with the princlpal theoretical questions
confronting the Communist movement today
and the refusal of PW to take cognizance of
them. There we had clearly pointed out that
PW is pursuing a petti-bourgeols anarchist and
sectatian line quite out of tune with the concr-
ete conditlons of today. In response to this.
rejoinder, the January-February Issues of People’s
March (PMy- which is the name of the publication
of PW now-has published areplyraising a serles
of questions devlating the debate from the
cardinal theoietlcal questions we had raised.

Though we were sending two coples each,
of all issues of RS to the Vanguard address,
neither we were informed of the change in add-
ress, nor the copies of PM were sent to us. So
orice again we could get this issue of PM very
late. That is why this rejoinder to PM's criticism
got delayed. We are of the view that as pole-
mics on ideological- political- organisational lines
are taking place among the different ML trends
and organisetions, it will be a healthy practice
to regularly exchange the publications, We hope
PW will amend ils present practice and start
sending its publications to other organisations
on a regular basis. What we want to point
out is that the rejeinder got delayed not because
the PM critique raised any serious theoretical
questiens difficult to respond to, but because
this issue of PM came to our notice quite late,

1 General background of the
struggle against sectarianism

Today the relevance of the struggle against
sectarianism is much more withtn the Marxist-
Leninist movement. It does not in any way mean
that the relevance ot the struggle against revisi-
onism which the Marxist-Leninlst movement
considers as the main danger within the Comm-
unist movement has in anyway decreased. On
the contrary, it is so because the struggle agai-
nst sectarlanism Is Indispensable for waging
effective struggle against revisionism. The
experience of the last three decades prove this.

It was in the very same perlod when Marx-
1st-Leninist movements everywhere were clalming
that they were continuing the' struggle against
revisionism without any break that. the CPC
and the PLA went under the influence of revi-
slonism, and this strengthened revisionst influ-
ence within the Marxist- Leninist movements glo-
bally. The collapse of Soviet Union and East
European countries which had degenerated to
revisionist path earller, and the propaganda
unleashed by imperialist camp against socialism
strengthened the revislonist influence futther.
Alongwith these, weaknesses In the Commurist
Parties, their Incapabllity to understand and
evaluate the socialist trends and forces coming
up against the globa! imperialist system due to
thelr sectarian outlook are leading many of them
to defeatist positions.

Besides, a close examinatlon makes It clear
that what is hidden within the external leftist
forms In many groups and organisations which
are claiming themselves as revolutlonaty, and
claiming to be waging armed struggle, is nothing
but powerful rightist deviations.. Today only
those sectlons which are historically very back-
ward will say that the meaning of the struggle
against revisionlsm is repetition of certain ple-
dges, or worshlp of any particular form of
struggle Includirg armed struggle. In the final
analysls, even when the differentiation among
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the right, the left, and the revolutionary sections
are related to different aspects like strategy,
tactics and forms of struggle, the real differe—
ntlation lles In the concrete analysis of the
historical contexts-in the concrete analysis of
the concrete situation of revolution. The most
effective weapon for this in the hands of the
Marxists Is the concrete analysis of the concrete
situation which Lenin had repeatedly emphas-
ised, and repeatedly utilised in the struggle
agalnst both ‘left' and right sections including
Narodnlks and Mensheviks, It is this realigsation
which has led us to the firm stand that the
bourgeols trends and forces Including revision-
ism getting strengthened inside and outgide the
movement cannot be defeated” utilising the
rusted romanticism of ‘left’ adventuristh and
sectarianism, which are patfi-bourgeois in class

content, Not observing, or refusing to recognise*

the spreading of the darkness of revisionism
within and without the limited circles of petti-
bourgeols romantic dreams spreading under
sectarfan Influence will be a self-betrayal,
It is becoming’ Impossible day by day for
the pettl~bour;gols groups in India llke In
some other parts of the world which are cajo-
uling themselves and living In small small islets
of theirs under the Lin Piaoist Influence of the
late 1960s and early 1970s, to join the ranks of
the revolutionary forces without embracing the
broad realitles of class struggle. It is within this
general background we are seeing the Ideologi-
cal struggle against C P 1 (ML) People’s War.

2, The upside down method
exposes idealism

It is In this context the reply of PW in
Paople’s March to the rejoinder of CPI (ML)
Red Flag becomezs notewoarthy. Stating that this
article In R2d Star criticising the political posi-
tions of PW shows the rightist devlation of RF,
and that RF is trying to wriggle out fron giving
clearcut answers, the PM article puts forward
flve points. It starts with asking the first quest-
ion whether RF accepts the strategy of areawlse
selaure of political power through a protracted
people’s war. It is followed by whether RF acce-
pts agrarian revolution as the axis of the new
democratic revolution, and by the demand that
RF should clearly state what the predominant
mode of production within India today is. The
Temaining two querles are concerning of nature of
organication. The very method of presentation
of the subject itself shows a model of an order
of pettl-bourgeols sectarian bellefs. While a

i

Marxist starts from the concrete analysis of the
relations of production and proceeds to the
analysis and understanding of the stage of
revolution, from there to subjects like its content
and speclficities, and then towards its strategy
and tactics, an idealist iufluenced by sectariar
thinking Invariably starts from the subjective
understanding and bellefs somehow achieved
about the tactics and strategy of revolation,
and then In accordance with them formulate the
stage of revolutlon and from there the relations
of production. There was a :period when the
whole Marxist-Leninist movement was under
the vicious grip of extreme sectarlainism during
which all of us whe were claiming the heritage
of CPl (ML) were considering -the acceptance
or rejection of annihilation line as the determi-
ning factor of the political line which showd
form the basis of unity of Marxist-Leninist {for-
¢98s, The method which preaches that tactics
determine the strategy, and accordingly the
concrete situation, is undiluted idealist thinking.
It makes some symbols, signs and formulae
considered as simple universal truths for revo -
lution as primary or fundamental for the epis-
temoiogy of revolution. Marxism has always
fought against such upside down idealistic
positions,

3. The dogma called Chinese path

Not only in the method of arranging the
Issues In the introductlon, this critique is examin-
ing RF and, in general, Indian revoiution based
on the subject of strategy and tactics, right
from the first subititie ‘on strategy and tactics’.
PW is doing this pgt without having Its stand
about the concrg’e conditions In India. The
critique states in Bold letters: ‘'PW clearly states
that In essence the Indian revolution will follow
the Chinese path, and the differences that exist
have been clearly outlined in the PW document
‘Strategy and Tactics’.’ This statement and
the position taken by PW accordingly are defi-
nitely linked to the positions they had raised In
the beginning about their and our approaches
towards the production relations in India, and
about neocolonisation, We are seeing it as a
matter of getting liberated from the decadence
of the dogmatic and sectarian petti-bourgeois
heritage not oaly of PW, but also of all other
sectlons Including eurs had in the past. This s
a question of transcending the limitations and
weaknesses of the 1970 Party Programme and
the line that developed based on it. This line
which had many aspects and which is related to
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various factors of a period deserves a close ex-
amination. PW is asking with a shock, with
-quite a surprise whether RF Is questioning the
Chinese path of people's war. What is the un-
questionable divine quality this path has about
which one cannot raise even a doubf, one is
compelled to ask, It is by enshrining some 'of
the eternal ‘truths’ like this, which are unquest-
ionable, abstract, and claimed to be universal,
above all living trends of Marxism and in place
of concrete analysjs of the concrete situation,
that the pettl-bourgeols revolutlonary groups
in India enjoy self-satisfactlon,

By quoting our sentence that “presant
Indian situation is basically different from that
ol pre-1949 China"” PW states that this state-
ment explains that RF is not seriously thinking
about armed struggle. According to this rat-
lonalism of PW, class struggle means armed
struggle, armed struggle means Chinese path,
and so the pre-revolutionary situation of China
and present sltuation of Indla are basically
simlilar,

Dogmas cannot replace objective conditions
PW does not utilise any Marx|st analytical met-
hods, or go aganist them, when it concludes that
the changes In the world and In Indla In ¥he
post-Chinese revolution period, and the differ—
ence India had from the pre-revolutionary China
and Is having today are not basic, but merely
differences in detalls.

4. Pre-revolutionary China and
present India

The basic differences between pre-revolut-
fonary China and present Indla are so specifically

clear that all wh> are not affected by the cat— .

aract of sectiriaiism can easlly see them, We
have repaatedly explainad the transformatlon
that imperfalism has undergone in the post-
Second Werld War perlod through our documents
and numerous articles published In Red Star and
Red Flag. These positions about neocoloni-
alism is also party to this present debate. It
can be seen that the spread of the monopolisat-
lon of global economic, political power through
the vnprecedented dominance achleved 1n the
Internatlonalisation of capltal and in the growth
of MNCs, the formation and dominatlon of
-global politicai, economlic institutions Itke UN,
AMF, World Bank, the capability to wage'remote
controlled warfare ‘ from spying to widespread
-destruction from a distant centre etc has taken

dmperlalism to a more degensrated meocolonhal
phase. The major changes that significantly
Influenced the productive sector are the electro -
nic leaps In the flelds of Information and comm -
unlcatlon, and the big developments in the fleld
of blo- technology.

Among these the former, In addition to Its
influences in the fleld of production, represents
major changes In the fleld of domination andf
control by imperlalist political power, and the
global social, political Institutions. It Invarlably
Influences the forms and contents of the revo-
lutlons in this phasé. As far as the second
factor, the blo-technology Is concerned, it has
given shape to global agri-business glants which
are capable of tringing about great transformat-
lons In the agrarian sector also which not only
In the neocolonles, but aiso In the developed
imperiallst countrles was lagging behind so far
in all respects Including in the field of relations
of production, Though there are still many limi-
tations and obstacles, the process of integrating
the agrarfan sector as a whole with Imperfalist
agri-business is getting speeded up. In addition
to the condensed positions put forward In RF’s
party documents about these changes, RS and
RF have published numerous articles about
them  Besldes, based on this evaluatlon our
class/mass organisations have launched nume-

,rous struggles reflecting these changes, and

taking up Issues raised by these changes. These
cannot be dealt in detall In such an article like
this.

Not only after the Second Woarld War, even
In the first half of this century itself there were
basic differences between Indla and Chjna.
While India was a colony of Britain, China was
never fully colonised by any capltalist inperialist
power. In this case, China was an exception,
That 1s why China was called seml-coronlal,
Lenin had explained this. The general recognised
principle in Lenin's studles on imperfalism is
that imperialism has divided the world In full.
Oaly China, furkey llke countries remained exce-
ption to this, as semi-colonies. Lenin saw semi-
colony only as a changing form, a perlod of tran-
sformation. To use such a concept to explain
the post-1947 Indla like countries is dangerous.
Even while calling China seml-colony, it should
be remembered that, Lenin never included the
Latin Amerlcan countries, which can be called
earller models of the present Aslan, African,
Latin American countries which have gone
through so-called ‘decolonisation’, in the table
of semi-colonles.
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Till Chiang Kalshek led Koumintang to the
side of counter revoluticn, the CPC was funct-
joning in China as a part arnd continuation of
the revolutionary democracy Initlated by Sun-
Yatsen. It was in the middle of the struggles
to complete democratic revoluticn by scoring
victorles over the war lords whe were
fightirg each other that Koumintang anc
the CPC splitted and tcck the path of counter
revclution and revolution, 1t was when in Indla
Britain had consolidated a centralised state
power through centuries of demination, that in
the vast areas of China where political centrali-
sation was not consolidated the CFC advanced
establiching centres of red political power. Mao
has explained these speclfic features of China
in many of his in portant articles like ‘“why red
pollllical power can exlst In China™,

More thap all cf thece, the most significant
factor is the diff¢rerces tihat existed between
the two countries in tke {ields of producilon
and its orgarisation. In Chira, the penetration
of Im periaiist forces Lad staited spreecirg mar-
ket relations to agrarian sector also. It bed led
to beginrirg cf trarsformaticrs in zgrarlan
sector. Mao has scientifically aralyced these
changes. Mao used the term ‘semi-{cucal’ to
denote this transiormatory character. Moreover,
in China this semi feudal semi-colonial system
or systems were not fully consolidated thrcugh
political institutionalisation beyord the slow
peneiration of imperialist capltal relatiors. lo
China, at least temporarlly the situation prevall-
ed to a certaln extent for these systems to
exlst indeperdently. In a rot systematised
condition when Kcumintarg on the one hand
and the war lords on the other were {ightirg each
other, as ue have seen, the CPC grew fighting
against them as anolker power certre,

Put the fevdal fcrces in Irdla had fully
surrercered 1o colorial pewer ard bad become
#ts deperdants. Nct thicuch the Jccee strings
of maiket relations as in Chira, tut tte land-
lordism in Irdia was trarsfcimed as part of
colonial capital accumulaticn directly thiough
various means Ircludirg recular tax system,
British inmperlalism cid this ty corquerirg and
brezkirg the backbore of traditlonal land relat-
jons, by reorgnising it suitably for colonial rule
and caplial accumulation, and by creating a new
system ol ownershlp. The history of numerous
agrarlan revolts curing this perlod reveal the
then complex agrarian relatlons. That is why all
the agrarian revolts In India automatically became
part of the anti-colonial Independence struggle.

So cverthrowing the agrarian relations in India
was not posslble only as a part of the anti-colo-
nlal struggles, In India the colonial rule and
agrarian structure were not two separate dist-
Inct forces, they were both part of the very
same political economic structure. A small
difference could be seen only in the princely
states existing within British Indla. Those were
also nominal. To understand all these, we requ-
est the PW comrades to serleusly study the
Colonlal Theses and connected documents of
the Communist International, studies and discu-
ssions lirked to them, andthe documents and
history of the Communist rrovement in Indla of
that phase.

Though Corgress had not taken a firm
stand against landloraism it had recognised the
indivisible relalion Letween the agrarian relati-
ons and colonjalism, and the necessity to put
forward demand of land reforms to make the
independerce struggle popular, The orlentation
and goals were different, it was the Champaran
agrarian struggle which paved the way for the
entrance of Gardhian leadership in Indilan inde-
perndence struggle. Aflterwarcs also Ccngress
had tried In its own way, in conformity with the
bourgeols class Interests, to consider problems
of larnd relations ard questions like caste system
in the anti-British struggle, and to link them
with the Independence struggle. The Commu-
nlst movement of today can determine its path
anly by taking lessons from these compiex issues
In our history. v

5 Chinese revolution and class/mass
organisations

Curing those days the strength of the
working class In China was proportionately much
less then that of India. But the number of people
who know that at that time there was a trade
union movement under the leadership of CPC
and that it had led many significant working
class struggles and uprisings In the citles includ-
ing Shanghai and in Koumlntang China, are
few nowadays. The history of Chinese liberation
teaches that In the victory of Chinese revolu-
tion this trade union movement also played an
important role.

Besldes, Mao gave a new orlentatlon to CPC
with a very big organised agrarlan upsurge in
Hunan. in the concrete conditions of China
though this upsurge paved the way for formation.
of PLA, the CPC and PLA advanced by consoli-
dating the support of the organised strength of

(Contd. P, 12)
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JAPANESE IMPERIALISM IN CRISIS

In the 1980s Japanese growth was maint-
ained by Reagan's military Keynesianism—tax
cuts for the rich, increased arms spending and
huge government budget deficits which made
US ‘the importer of last resort’. Japanese goods
flooded US. By Plaza Accord of 1985 Japarese
imports were made more expensive. Though
Japanese government tried to reorlent export
industries to serve domestic market by pushing
interest rates down it worked only temporarily.
Japanese export industrles took advantage of
this easy money policy. Between 1986 and 1991
net investments in Japan jumped to '§3.5
grillion,

Japanese stock exchange rates and property
prices also grew fast. In 1990, as Japanese
interest rates were raised to 6%, the ‘bubble
economy’ bégan deflate. The Nikkel index of
share prices got reduced fast and now it is one-
third of what was in 1990. The banks were left
with loans that cannot be repald. Bad loans
reached staggering figure of g1 trillion.

The Japanese industry responded by cut-
ting domestic investment. At the same time it
hiked investment in Jiger countrles from 2.9 to
8.1 billion dollar, But when the Tigers collapsed
in second half of 1997, Japanese economy was
hit by falling profits from these Investmenis
more bad loans for Japanese banks, and drastic
decline in export market.

From early 1990s in spite of the talks of
neo-liberalism, Japanese government tried to
revive the economy by the Keynesian policy of
fiscal reflation, cutting taxes and boosting gov~
ernment spending. As the crisis and recession
intenslfy now a new package is implemented, A
further 24 trillon yen (g 198 billion) boost to
the economy from increased public spending,
tzx cut and government loans. To save the
crisis-ridden banking system, Japanese gover-
nment has onationallsed the Long Term Credit
Bank and announced a rescue fund up to 60
trillion yen to save 18 more major banks from
collapse.

The banks are reluctant to sortont their
bad debt problem. To demand return of loans
would cause collapse of many companies and
reveal just how little of those loans the banks
will be able to recoup. What happened when
Hokkaldo Takushoku bank collapsed last year

is frightening the banking sector., Today the
Japanese bad debt problem and crisls in bank-
ing sector Is four times more severe than what
US went through in early 1990s. The Imperi-
alist mouthplece, The Economist put it this way:
“If tough measures are taken, in the short run
the economy will suffer, as banks shrink their
loans sharply, and bankruptcles and unemploy~
ment will soar. A credible, tough reform plan
should in one way boost confidence, but mean-
while a worsening recession will hurt confidence
In other ways. No one can know In advance
whether the good effect wlll outweigh the bad™,
(26 Sept. 98)

The productive sector is suffering from
acute overcapacity in key areas of production,
Rate eof profit of non-financial corporations
started falling. For the first time in 50 years
Hitachi reported its first losses. Unless there is
miraculous recovery of the world economy boos-
iing Japan's export markets this overcapacity
problem will become more serious. A number of
western economists, who were ardent advocates
of neo-llberalism are now advising Japan who-
lesale nationalisation of biggest banks, and
pumping money In to the economy, an inflational
policy. These advices are coming from those
who had warned of the evils of inflatlon and
who have been the most committed advocates
of privatisation and free market. They may
still talk of it, but for them all pragmatic tactics
are OK so far it helps the survival of
Imperlalism,

But after all these years of neo-liberalism and
free market, an inflationary policy is fraught
with danger, It may frighten the Investors away,
A devaluation of yen will create financial Insta-
bility not only In Japan but also in the whole
region, East and Southeast Asia, It may even
worsen the rapidly slowing European and US
economies also, The fact is that the imperialist
think-tanks have no answers to this crists. So
short-term survival tactics are exployed together
with plundering the economies of the neo-colo-
nies. That the crisis In these countries will
have its effects in the world economy, and will
ruin the already fraglle economies of these
poor countries are taken for granted. It is the
theory of the survival of the fittest, and the
super players, G-7, surviving at the cost of all
others. p
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The comprador economists in our country
are cansciously concealing what is happening
in these super economies of Imperialist system
and chantiag the only mantra %nown to them:
globalise and liberalise more and more. Yes,
it is what Is wanted by their Imperialist masters
to save their economies, The compradors are
outright traitors also. ®

{From P, 10y

tens of millions of peasantry through Impleme~
nting agrarian reforms based on an agrarian
programme with the objective of establishing
democratic agrarian relations. Breaking down
traditional agrarlan relations and implementing
a practical programme for unleashing the Inde-
pendent initiative of the peasantry was part of
the Chinese revolutionary path. For CPC the
agrarian reforms were not a romantic agenda
to be achieved after achieving political power,
Its agrarian programme was Integrally linked to
. the revolutionary path, to the programme for

capture of political power, and to its daily
tasks,

All these are polnted out in order to show
that the CPC was firmly standing within the
perspective of the Communist International, and
implementing its guidelines for building up the
class/mass organisations and for developing

class strugale according to the concrete cond| -
tions of China,

8. LinPiaoist path in the name of
Chinese path

The ML groups in India who are repeating
that “China’s path is Indla’s path’’ are really
cheating themselves. It is not because China's
path cannot be successfully implemented in
Indla as the objective conditions of India are
different from those of pre-revolutionary China.
Even when it was claimed that China's path is
India’s path, the fact is that the line which came
up within the ML movement In India In the
years following the 9th Congress of the CPC
was basically different from the Chinese path
itself. Even while talking about protracted
people's war, the path shown by 9th Congress
of the CPC was so blind that it was impossible to
see beyond 1975. In the 9th Congress in 1969
LinPlao rejected the Leninlst analysls about
present era, and put forward a suojzactive stand
about the total collapse of Imperlalism and wor-

Idwide victory of socialism covered with left
phrase-mongering.

This trecherous evaluation of the historic
victory of revolution coming out in the name of
CPC led the ML movements all over the world
to sectarlan left adventurist policles. As far as
India Is concerned the whole activities were
reduced to the line of annihilation. It was eva-
luated that activities for building class/mass
organisations and cifferent forms of struggles
including parliamentary struggles as time—con-
suming and high »ays leading to revisionism. It
was evaluated that the perspective of the Com-
munist Internatlonal followed by the CPC dur-
ing Chinese revolution were outdated, Not
only the positions of the Comintern, the general
line and other stands put forward by the CPC
before 1968 during the Great Debate against
Krushchevism were also in effect neglected.

What could not have happened in a great
party llke CPC happened when matters inside
the CPC reached such a stage that Lin Plao was
daclared the successor of Mao. Lin Piao whe
could take the leadership of the CPC in his hand
and absolutely contrel it at least for some time
put Mao on the pedestal like a God, and tried
indirectly to establish Mao Thougkt as the Mar-
xism-Leninism of the new era. Instead of pro-
pagating Mao's total contributions In a compre-
hensive manner in the Marxist style linking with
the concrete historical situation, Lin Plao pub-
lished the Quotations as universal truths, as
sacred gospels, Lin Plao published the Red
Book and a small book called “Long Live the
Victory of People’s War”, These were widely
propagated In India In early 1970s. It was the
metaphysical and one-sided Ideas in this 'book
of Lin Plag which helped the growth of some
too simplistic understanding about the Chinese
path in the ML circles during those days. -

it was soon proved in China that Lin'Plac
was a rightist fortune hunter, a left phrase-
mongerer and traitor. We know from the docu-
ments of the 10th Congress of CPC held in 1973
that in the years In-between there were efforts
to rectify the LinPlaoist evaluation about present
era, and about the misunderstandings about
Mao Thought. We also know that a big rectifi—
cation campalgn took place in the CPC when
Lin Plao ‘Thoughts' were roundly criticised as
those talling behind Confucian idealism. Bot
the outside world did not receive a self -critical
and comprehensive document about the process
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of rectification in such a great party like CPC
and its perspective, May be the struggle that
was waged Immedlately against Deng and the
death of important comrades of the Politbureau
were reasons for this, With the death of Chu
Te. Chou-Enlai, Kang Shen and then Mao within
the span of a shert period created the situation
favourable to the sabotage by the Dengists.

It is a fact that the ML forces in India
and elsewhere did not serlously conslder even
the rectification In 1973 Congress after the Lin
Plaoist phase. Moreover, a handful of modern
LinPlaoists are now going to such an extent to
which even Lin Plao would not have dared to
go, with projects like Maoism. These vulgar
repetitions of history is not becoming anyway
significant as it 1s simply hollow. Thus, what
ts followed here in the name of China's path Is
nothing other than the LinPlaolst path.

1. Global background for the
deviations

Today It is very clear that in the decades
following Second World War the imperlalist
globalisation has strengthened in all fields, eco-
nomic, political, technologlcal etc, It was In
this period when the Comnunist International
was dissolved citing numerous reasons like nat-
ional complexities, and the Cominform which
was formed soon could not last long. With this
the discussions held and guidellnes provided
during Comintern abaut imperialism and revolu-
tlon came to a halt. No collectlve effort was
made in these decades for the etfective evalu-
atlion of Imperialism which was undergoing many
changes in its forms and content, and which
was preparing iteslf in new ways to combat the
challenges raised by proletarian revolution.
What the Krushchevite CPSU leadership did
was to evaluate that imperialism had become
extremely weakened. The superficial features
of ‘decolonisation’ was utilised for this evalu-
ation. From there it proceeded to formulate
theorles of peaceful transition for capturing
political power. In the absence of democratic
functioning promoting discusslons among the
Communist parties with the dissolution of Com-
intern, the CPSU leadership started utilising the
international conferences It had started conven-
ing as tools of its foreign policy.

These were the decades when proletarian
internationalism got considerably weakened
among the Communist partigs. In this phase,

not only within the CPSU, even in all other
Communist partizs including the CPC the bou-
rgeois outlooks got strengthened more or less.
The deviations and weaknesses manifested
during these years regarding the evaluation of
the changes taking place to the imperialist sys-
tem then, 1in the evaluation of the class chara-
cter of the ruling classes in the ‘newly Indepen-
dent countrles’, and in recognlsing the growing
relevance of proletarian internationallsm infe—
cted even the CPC. A good example for this is
the positional changes of the Chinese govern-
ment towards Nehru government during these
years, It was later, durlng the spiit in the
Internatlonal Communist movement, the great
heritage of the Communist International inclu-
ding political positions about neocolonlalism
was upheld by the CPC under the leadership of
Mao. Still, the CPC did not examine the cardinal
questlonregarding the international responsibility
of re-establishing the Communist International.
Moreover_later It even gradually abandoned the
positlons it had taken during the Graat Debate
and moved toward the stand of rejecting the
exlstence of socialist bloc.

The second half of the 1960s witnessed the:
end of the economic boom that marked the imp-
erlallst advances in the post War years, Once
again the imperlalist crisis started intensifying.
Including the Spring revolt 1n  Fraoce, great
disorders started surfacing in all imperialist
coutries. In this turbulent period, the frustr-
ation created by the _degeneration of the vast
majority of Conmunist parties to Krushchovian
path and they becoming the propagandists of
the Krushchovlan school of peaceful transition,
ignited the petti-bourgeois dreams about the
historlc victorles ‘of revolution, and promoted
the affinity towards Cubdn revolution. It should|
be remembered that durlagithe Cuban revolu-
tion there was very. strong resentment agalnst
the pro-Krushchevite: Communist party there.
Che Guevera’'s contemporary Bolivian experlence
and martyrdom encouraged: this :approach. All
patient and tlme consumiig actlvities for mobil-
ising the masses lor revolution were misinter-
preted as Krushchovlan lineii: All the impartant
tasks from bullding up class/mass organisations,
establishing organised ' proletarian class leader-
ship to revolution utllising all forms of strus
ggles Including parllamentary struagle for develo-
ping class struggle were ‘depitted as revislonism_
This is the background in which knowingly and
unknowlingly the Focco theary influenced the
ML movement then.
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On the other hand, the CPC by defaulting
to fulfill 1heir international responsibilities did
not act to resist thls deviation.  Moreover,
the erroneous trends that had got strengthened
within CPC during those years only encouraged
this deviation, It was at this time the Lin Pia—
olst defintilon of the new era about collapse of
imperfalism surfaced, which also enccuraged
these erroneous tendencies, The thedries and
understandings which got strengthened through
focussing on the numerous reporls ccmirg out
in bourgeols media about the initiative of the
youth in the Cultural Revoluticn in China, and
throvgh their petti-bourgeols theorisaticn were
also not corrected by the CFC leadership, As a
result, many erronecus understancings spread
all over the werld during these vears like weking
the quotation “rolitlcal power grows cut of the
barrel cf a gun' in to' a gospel, and by putting
forward the symboi of hammer, sickle ard gun
“which was the pogpular tynbol i China represe-
ntirg the unity of workers, peasarts arc army
“during the Cultural Revolution as the rew revo-
‘Jutlionary Communist symbol,
devolepments, the great Marxisi itecreiical
heritage which scored great victorles through
numerous historic strugagles startirg frcm the
struggle agalnst the petti-bourgecls ararchlst
from Maix's time, and which'marked great adva-
nces through the struggles waged by Lenin and
Communist International got greatly diluted.
‘And this situation gave birth to the sectarian
deviation to the ML movement asa whole in
late 1960s and early 1970s, and to the survival
of numerous pettl bourgeois absurd splinter
groups all over the world ss can be seen today.
Our appeal to all these groups iIncluding PW
who are moving farther and farther away from
Marxism Is that they should examine these hist-
orlcal facts.

The weakening ol proletarian internation-
alism and CPC's refusal to rebulld and move
along the path of an International Communist
movement on the one hand, led to some type
of romantic Internationalism based on dangerous
and idealistic concepts like China's Chalrman
our Cheirman, China's path our path etc on the
other hand, We can advance the Communist
movement only by recognisirg the severe dam-
age these two extremes caused to world revolu-
tlon and Indlan revolution.

8. Approach towards history
and the line
For a group like PW which ls enslaved to

Because of these’

petti-bourgeois sectarianism It Is difficult to
understand how RF which is taking the basic
positions as explained above can uphold Naxal-
bari and CPI (ML), how it can see Charu Maju-
mdar as a great revolutionary, and how it can
support the revolutionary struggles in Philippines
and Peru. To understand this, the basic Marxist
understanding that history and line are not one
and the same upholding the line and upholding
the history are not one and the same is needed.
Definitely line and history are related. Moreover,
offen line has cruclal role in determining the
course of history. But it does not mean both are
one ard the same. This polemics between RF
ard PW itself prove that the struggle led by
the: CFC agairst .Krushchovian revisionism,
whichlater openly surrendered to US imperialism
as a part of it the struggle against CPI and CPI
(My who had degenerated to!serving ruling class
interests and the formation of CFl (ML) follow-
ing Naxalbari struggle in the concrete condit-
‘tons of India, the outbrezk of anti-lmperialist
dntl-feudal struggles followirg it, arnd the
lesdership given by Com: Charu Majumrdar
to them are historically justified areat
pillars. It was CPI (ML), which rot only politi-
cally' upheld the China's path, but also put for-
ward the imperialist subservience of Indian
ruling classes, and the relevance of agrarian
democratic revolution. It Is by moving along
this path the concrete conditions of the New
Democratic Revolution (NDR) In India are analy-
sed. This does not mean that one should embr-
ace the international and national deviations
which led to the disintegration of the ML move-
ment all over the world, and which caused
terrific reverses to the International Communist
movement,

In the world situation of 1967 Naxal-
bart struggle, and in the condition of the
ideological struggle in the Communist move-
ment In India, whatever may be the limit-
ations, the formation of CPI (ML) and the
struggles it led marked a basic positive shift to
the movement. But when the Chinese Commu-
nist Party could develop a Chinese path accor-
ding to the concrete conditions there and could
lead the democratic revolution towards victory
in 28 years after its formation, In India 30 years
after formation of CPI(ML), after the experience
of so much of splits, disintegrations and setb~
acks, If PW like forces have only the mechani-
cal repetitions about China's path to contribute,
it cannot become anything more than a comic
theatrcis in history. We have In front of us, In
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addition to our own setbacks, not only the
setbacks in Soviet Union and East European
countries, the' collapse of Communist leader-
ships in China, Albania, Vletnam, Kampuchea
and other countries also. Even then, if an
organisation is not prepared to discuss about
Imperialism, the new survival characteristics it
is gaining, and the real character of the balance
of power between capitalist and soclalist forces,
and subject them for a re-evaluation, or feeling
compeiled to do so, it can only be stated that it
is moving farther away from Marxist positions.
The forces who firmly upbold the continuity of
the great Communist movement historically,
have to gain new strength today to fulfil their
historic tasks by pursuing the path of severe
self-criticism and alongwith it consistent recti-
fication.

A cectarian group cannot understand uhy
we support not only the struggles in Philippines
and Peru, but also the positive aspects of
struggles led by PW like forces if there are any,
and the struggles of the workirg class and
oppressed masses taking place in Europe or
elsewhere or in India under the leaderships of
even reformists and revisionists. One has to
be materiallst to understand that class struggle
is not the creation of a lire taking shape in the
brain of a small petti- bourgeois clique, and that
the line emerges frcm the class struggle taking
place In the society and from the history of
class struggles.
answers to the problems faced by the Commu-
nist movement today only if it comes out from
its idealist concepts about line to the bread and
complex realities of the class struggle taking
place inside and outside the country.

9. Collective activities and the line

It is based on the differences in approach
explaired above, the differences between RF
and PW in the approach towards united front
also should be viewed.  Our united front app-
roach Is related to the broad Interests of class
struggle. That is why we are inviting not only
CPI (ML) Liberatlon but also organisations like
PW to urite on all necessary and possible occ-
aslons and sliuations. It Is the sectatian posit-
ions of PW which is often becoming obstacle to
it. In the united front approach also all petti-
bourgeois sectarlan organisations including PW
act according to the particular interests of
their subjective lines. This is creating in them,
like 1n all other matters, a de-constructed situ-

FW can confront and find.

ation. Split towards dual forms. On the one
hand, these organisations find self-satisfaction
ip the absolute purity of their own line. On the
other hand, to satisfy mere pragmatic interests
they form secret and open fronts with George
Fernandes, Thikkayat, Agnivesh, Medha Patkar,
why even with BSP, Chenna Reddy, Lalco
Prasad like forces. We do not say that we
should keep life-long untouchability with all
such forces. What we point out is that ltke two
sides of the same coin, these organisations
maintain abstract idealist positions and pragma-
tism simultaneously.

PW's sell justification and criticism against
us about the question of RF making relations
with ‘Liberation’ for united activities ralse an
Interesting matter, From the time Liberation
declded In its Second Congress in 1976 to up-
hold the line of Hua and Deng, we have continu-
ed our principled criticilsm .against Llberation’s
line to this day. But PW should not forget one
Important factor in its relation with us. While
PW and RF were holding important bilateral
discussions to form a common platform during
1991-1992 just before the split in PW, the
main obstecle for it was PW's insistence that
‘Theory of Three Worlds’ should be written
down as the basis of the unity. PW should not
forget while they were insisting for writing down
Denglst TWT, RF was always waging a principled
struggle against this class-collaborationtst the-
ory. Even then, whille we were continuing our
principled criticism against Lilberation which had
surrendered to Dengist line, and against PW
which was upholding Dengist TWT, and we were
maintaining our differences, we were always
;ee:‘cing possibilities for joint activities with
oth.

10. Relevance of class/mass
organisations and the mass line

PW tries to defend agalnst cur criticism by
stating that it Is foilowing mass line, and is
mobilising lakhs of people. It is a fact that most
of the organisatlons have now abandoned the
line of isolated actions widespread in the beglnn-
ing of 1970s. Pragmatic steps to gain mass
support without abandoning the basic deviations
in the old line have necessarlly taken them to
this position. But, in order to recognise that
for the Marxists, masses does not mean mobs
one should abandon bourgeois, petti-bourgeols
positions. For the Communists masses means
united front of the classes. How can the organi-
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sations which are not having the Marxist outlook
to bulld class/mass organisations apply mass
line in their practice? A communist party, which
Is the organisation of the vanguard fighters of
the working class, surrounded by broad masses
orgainsed undsr the banner of different class/
mass organisations; Lenin and Communist Inter-
natlonal teach that only a party surrounded by
broad masses in this way, and working based

on democratic centralism can become a Commu-
nist party,

A MarxlIst will assert that sectarian petti-
bourgeois groups Ilke PW are not only bhaving
the mass line, they are totally ignorant of demo-
cratic centralism. In this critique, in one place
PWis also mentioring democratic centralism,
But Its democratic centralism acts by a state
committe dismissing a central committee! From
our own experfence we know that PW's demo-
cratlc centraliam ia united front activitles means
imposing its own dictates on other constituents,
We do not say that PW is unaware of the four
principles of democratic centralism, What we
point out Is that PW cannot understand the
political content of democratic centraiism. We
do not think that four petti-bourgeols sectarian
groups can merge together and function under
democratic centralism, What is maximum pos-
sible is a liberal petti-bourgeois pragmatic alli-
ance. And if PW can transforminto an organls-
ation implementing democratic centralism, we
shall consider it as a positive step. Because
to that extent struggle against sectarianism
would have taken place inside it. Then It will
be compelled to move towards the path of pro-
letarlan organisation. But all these wlil remain
just wishful thoughts until PW start fighting
against Its basic line itself, agamst its pett-
bourgeols anarchist line itself,

11. On principal contradiction

PW is putting forward an extremely strange
position with regard to principal contradiction.
It shows that it has replaced Marxism with what
a distorted theoretical outlook. The present
-outlook among Marxists regarding principal con-
tradiction is put forward in Mao's work “On
Contradiction.” If someone asks whether there
is any relation between the concept of princi-
pal contradiction In  “On Contradiction” and
what PW Is saying about It, we can only say
that when PW iIs dealing with Marxist teachings
in its own subjective ways to serve its pragmatic
interests, It is Marxism which is get mortaliy

mauled, or ellminated. As copies: of ‘‘On
Contradictlon" Is sufficlently avallablein India,
we do not want to quote trom it to show how
PW has distorted its posltions.

Mao's teachings on principal contradiction
is a cognitive tool to analyse the soclety. Beyond :
that, if it Is taken as an abstract law of dialectics
it will lead to dangerous idealist deviations. . It
is from this standpoint we have avoided it from
the internatlonal document and Party Programme..
Of course we areof the view that this stand .
should be subjected to  discussion.. But. about
what PW says, it does not even ;deserve a
discussion.

In all the documents of.the. ICM,; or in. the
Party Programme of the CPC we could collect, .
there Is no such usage like principal contradiction .
as later became widespread inthe ML.documents,
PW says it Is there:In.CPC documents. If they
quote; from these:. documents, or. make. them
available we can gladly discuss this: question.
Like. PW.and:mast other groups we also thought
it is there.. But later we found no: such usage:
in all the:documents we, .could collect.. SoPW.:.
should,. or.in that:matter;any;other group,which.
insist: on the  usage.of principal contradiction
should make the concerned documents, if there
are any, available. And it is not merely a
questlon of whether such references are these
in CPC, documents or not. We feel that accor-
ding to the materialist outlook of Marxism, and,
based on the political experience of the ML.
movement all these years, our stand on principal
contradiction Is correct.

But starting from the question of principal
contradiction, what PW writes about world revo-
lution brings out its vulgar mechanical outlooks
about it. The PM criticque states" ._.... tc comp-
are the entity of World Socialist Revolution with.
that of Indian revolution Is to confuse the issue.
The World Socialist Revolution Is an ensemble
of separate revolutions in different countries,
for which there may, or. may not be a 'principal
contradiction’, while the Indian revolution (or
the revolutlon in any one country) is not an,
ensemble of separate anti-imperialist.revolutions
and antl-feudal revolutions, but. a composite
whole, wherein at different times one particular
cortradiction will be principal,” (p-22)

Such a concept can glve rise to all sorts of
petti-bourgeois vulgarisatlons. From Marx to
Mao and all the three internationals, had seen
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the revolutions in all countries as part of Worid
Socialist Revolution. They have never seen
World Sociallst Revolution as an ensemble of
revolutions in A, B, C, D countries. Inthe
Aslan, African, Latin American countries, in
place of bourgeois democratic revolutions the
New Democratlc Revolutlons: became theoseti-
cally. possible because these new revolatlons
became part of the October Socialist Revolution,
that is the World Soclalist Revelution. From
the time Marx and Engels prepared the Commu-
nist Manifesto for International Communist Le-
ague, this is the revolutionary outlook of Marxl-
sts all over the world. Even when Lenin devel-
oped the earlier Marxist concepts by stating:that
revolution is possible. even in ore country, he
was not putting Marx and Engels upside.down
like.the PW Intellectual Tushar. On the con-
trary; Lenin was developing their concepts about
world revolution according to the more compjex
new sjtuation. In the struagle against the Tre—
tskyian phrase mongering about world revolution
Lenin and Stalin have: explalned this, Marxist
understanding repeatedly. By interpreting World
Socialist Revolution as an ensemble: of different
revolutions In.different countries PW is in effect
emptying the soclalist content from the revolu-
tions in Asian, African, Latin American countries
including India.

In fact, this is not an accidental philosophical
mistake., As pointed out earlier, the outlook
which' reject the exlstence of socialist bloc s
also doing the very same thing, By doingso
they are abandening Lenin's Colonial Theses
and"Mao’s teachings about New Democratic
Revolztion. These forces seeking brotherhovod
with' all those armed or unarmed struggles taking
place based on bourgeols nationallst, racist
ethnic, casteist like concepts all over the worid
knowingly or unknowingly without any attempt to
cifferentiate them is also not accidental, In
front of them, revolutlon is-a mere weapon
devoid of all soclalist content.

12. Internationalisation of capital
and internal consequences

What we aimed at.through the International
document, adopted by the 1997 Conference of
RE; through all our documents and articles dea-
ling with neo colonialism,:and through our crit=
ique of PW positions was to resist:all attempts
to change the Leninist: definition ofipresent era
indulged in by varlous forces llke the Krushcho -
vites as well as Lin Piaolsts, and by all those

ML groups who tailed behind this position
knowing!y or unknowingly. To effectively do
it, itis necessary to define the forms and cont-
ent imperiallsm newly attained in the post-
Second World War years, It Isin this process
we have put forward our understanding of impe-
rialism today, and neocoloniallsm, in continu-
ation to Lenin's studles on imperiallsm, and
the concepts put forward by Great Debate doc-
uments on neocoloniallsm.

Today the sectarian ML groups including
PW ‘are rejecting Leninism [n the name of Mao-
ism or by explaining, Mao: Tsetung Thought as
Maoism. They are exhlbiting. a dual character.
On the: one hand, they: are. formulating: and
implementing: theoretical and' practical plans
which in etfect claim that all the theoretical
approaches, outlooks and: class positiens of
Leninism.and Communist: International are out-
dated.,. On the other hand, they pretend to
uphold Lenin's books after: throwlng abroad
Leninist approaches to analyse the character-
istics of present day concrete conditlons; This
approach thoroughly exposes their petti-bourg-
eols  positions,

The way PM'article is raising:the question,
which! is the predominant mode: of production
withln the country, while trying to explaln its
approach towards neocolonialismn: and criticising
REF, itself exposes how much distant PW is from
Marx!st analytizal methods, and Mirxis n itseif.
To a great extent, the answer we get fora
question {s related to the method of pasing the
question. When a ratlonalist or mechanical
materialist poses a question, a Marxist cannot
give th2 answer they expect. For esxamole,
PW reduces: the categories like neo colony,
semi-colony, colony etc. to merely something
which difines the relation between a backward
country and the imperlalists, They also argue
that these categories do not explain: the class
relatlons within the country. To see differe-
ntly, In a Marxist way, PW comrades will have
to develop their Marxist understanding starting
from Communist Minifesto. When the Marxists
discuss about contemporary lmperlalism, what
PW should understand at the outset Itself is
that we are not dealing with something like old
“Roman emplire”, Itls based on the teachings
on modern capitalism: analysed by Marx In
Capital that categories llke imperfalism, neoco-
lony, semi-colony etc are used today. That
PW is ignorant about capitalist mode of produ-
ction and relations became clear from: the way
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they defined internationalism while discussing
abcut principal centrediction. This question
reeds further clerificatiors here in order to
expose PW positions.

The Communist Marilesto itsell explains
that from the time of its birth capitalism has
iried for, cn the'one hand, consolldating national
boundarles and giving birth to nation states, and
on the other hand, for transcending the national
boundarles and to achleve glebal character, and
that this is a contiradicticn which defines one of
the internal characteristics of capitalism. Even
ore and half centuries back Marx had glven
clear irdicatiors about the role colaniallsm is
playing in Indla, and how it is going to influence
the class relaticns here on lcng term basts, All
the above mentioned categories are part of . the
class relations which grew and developed under
capltalist syster. This is tecause the capital,
which Is the basis ol the capitalist production
‘system, Is trying to corquer and transform the
whole world in its own image. Moreover, the
most Importart characteristic of imperialism,
which itself emerges with the transformation of
capitalism to monopoly caplitallsm, is the export
of cepital. On the other side, within the capi-
talist countries itself alongwith the industrlal
revolutlon and the primitive capital accumulation
the role played by colonial plunder from the
period of mercantile capitallsm is undisputable
The role of Plassey War and the colonial plund-
er followlrg 1t in India In the industrial revolut-
ion of Britain are part of the history of political
econcmy What we want to say Is that the
capltallst imperlalist countries, colonies and
relations among them are not something which
connécis distinctly separate factors as PW sees
All of them are interpenetrating and interrelat-
ed factors.

Wtatis relevart is that once comirg Into
cortiact with cagitalism the traditional {eudalism
21d ell pre-capitalist relatiops start loosing their
'Furity’. PBut these changes followirg the emer-
gerce cf capltalism tekes place as en extremely
cemplex process, Itis not only taking place
whhin the ecoromic laws of motion. Soclal,
rolitical, cultural like factors also influence it.
It Is In pcssible {or Capitailsm to extend Its sur-
vivel without continuirg and accelerating the
prccess of transfoimirg the world more and
ncre in lis our Irage, and pullirg all pre-capit-
alist relatlors towards capltalist production
relaticis. Today, there is no national identity
abstiactly separaied irom the global motive

process of capitalist capital. What is happening
inslde and outside of each country Is relatively
linked to this global process. It means that in
order to fully understand the production relat-
ions within the country including those In the
agrarian sector, they shouid be studied linked
to the concrete structure of the global capital
relations which includes what is taking place
outside the country also, or extends to the In—
ternational level, For example, we have already:
pointed cut the development in the field of bio-
technolcgy, the multinatioral agri-business
which has developec.based on this also, and the
transformatlions they are bringing about In the
agrarian productlon relatlons in the capitalist
couniries themselves. ard in other countries,
These factors should be taken in to considerat-
ion in the examination of contemporary Indian
agrarien relations also. We ‘are seeirg today
that even the rolitical partles who stcod fer
land reforms in the 1970s are tryirg to remove
land ceiling in the, Interest of zgri-busiress.
Probably, also because of the reason that heavy:
investments in lard sre rot very profitable, we
are seelrain Eurore - and elscuhere a picture of
peasants being made cortrected middle men in
the agr) business chain. In the vast agricultural
sector in India also this tendency is gettirg
strengthened.

A comprehensive study of the agrarian re-
lations in Indla is not comirg in the limits of
this article. On the contrary, what is attempted
here is to put forward a political economlic app-
roach helpful for such a study, In the Aslan
African Latin Amerlcan countries which are under
Imperialist domination the capltallst, neocolonial
refations are spreading without settling accounts
with the old landlord relations, and leaving be—
hind the varlous tasks of the agrarian demo-
craticrevolution. And these neocolonial relations
are spreading at global level, in dififerent coun-
tries, in different regions, and In areas where
different items are cultivated in unequal, speci-
allsed, and most complex ways, This leads to
the question how ‘semi-feudal’ should be view-
ed. While imperialism Is compelled due to eco-
nomlic reasons to spread the capitalist product-
ion relations on the one hand, due to varlous
soclal and political relations it Is also compelled
to restrict It and distort it, on the other hand.
As in all other matters, this dual character is a
reflectlon of the internal contradictions of ihe
capltalist imperialist system in present neo-
calonlal phase. The most Important political
conclusion Is that production relations from
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feudal, semi-feudal to capitalist relatione are
u ltimately part of the imperiallst globallsation,
They are all existing serving the Imperialist
capital accumulation,

What Is important Is to recognise the inter-
derendence between the tasks of democratic
revolution in the agrarian sector, and the tasks
of anti-imperialist natlonal democratic revolut-
jon. As we have pointed out earlier, this was
recognised from the time of the anti- British
Independence struggle. Throwing away this
1eadily avallable historical truth, petti-bourgeois
sectarians are seeking justifications In theoreti-
cal exercises and mystifications.

Today the dally tasks of the agricultural
workers organisations, peasant organisations
and other mass organisations include the laun-
ching of struggles and working for protecting
«the jobs and raisirg the wages of the agricult-
utal workers whose numbers are continuously
increasing, against market relations serving mo-
nopoly Interests struggle for the demands of
the peasantry, mobilising masses agalnst the
numerous problems including ecological problems
created by the imperjalist agri-business giants
through anti-people and profit motivated use
of bio~technology and patent laws etc. Along-
with this we should have an agrarjian programme
to put before the people. It should include the
various aspects of democratisatlon of land rel-
atlons starting from the slogan ‘land to the
tiller’, and various other tasks from natlonalls-
ation of land to socfalisation of the co- operative
farms in the direction of socialism. It should be
an agrarian programme corresponding to the
concrete conditions of today, and fulfilling the
democratic needs according to the varying
conditions and unequal development In different
regions. What Is required is to historically
wnderstand these complexities of the concrete
situation, and get down to the broad arena of
more difficult, tiring and, of course, time cons-
uming class struggle. What we have to te!l to
PW is that Instead of taking up this task, do not
climb the mountains and go to jungles seeking
shortcuts to revolution. Instead of seeing armed
struggle as’ a part of class struggle similar to
its erroneous apporach to varlous matters as
explained above, our comradely appeal to PW
is to abandon the shortcut of making class
struggle as a part of, and under the dictates of

armed struggle.

13. Develop class struggle, Build up
Bolshevik style party

The PM article is also raising some organis-
ational questions regarding legal and illegal
organisational work, on Intenslification and Bol-
shevisation of struggle etc. These are also
ralsed In continuation to thelr earlier discussed
approaches. What we had pointed out and what
we are agaln pointing out is that PW and similar
organlsations have basically different political
and organisational forms and content from what
is put forward in the organisational guidelines
of Communist International. OQur basic under-
standilng is that these organisations are still
maintalning basically different outlooks from
that of Communist International on various
aspects like the class basls of the party, on
organisational princlples which ensure demo-
cratlc centralism within the party, on the rela-
tlon between party andclass/mass organisatlons,
on the relevance of linking open and secret, and
legal and illegal activities, on the approach
towards varlous forms of struggles Including
parliamentary forms of struggle and democracy
etc. Only when PW like organisations put for—
ward thelr approaches towards above questions
in precise, theoretical terms an effective ideolo-
gical struggle is possible. On these basic
approaches whzt we have to point out Is that:
we follow all the basic formulations and guide-
lines put forward by Lenin and Communist Inte-
rnational. As all these are available documents,.
their repetitions are not necessary,

What we understand about PW position:
from the PM article and other documents Is that
for it class struggle means armed struggle. Mar-
ginally some other organisations also may be:
Implementing the same approach with a utilit---
arlan approach. When such sectarlan groups
with reductionist and oversimplifled approach is
talking about intensifying class streggle, It means
increasing the degree of their armed struggle in
some small areas they are operating. Already
the revolutionary movement in India is facing
the evil consequences of such Intensificatlon
of armed actions.

The Marxists do not stand against intensi-
fication of class struggle. They always strive
for it. But when a Marxist talks about intensi-
fying class struggle it has a different meaning.
Marxists view the leading of class struggle with
a broad perspective, They see class struggle as
havingvarlousdimensions,magnitudes,and levels.
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On Neo-Colonialism

[Following the publication of the General
Line documents and nine comments including
‘Apologlists of Neocolonialism' by the CPC In
1963 against the Krushchovite revislonist line,
not only the Marxist-Leninists but also the
nationalist forces In Third World countries got
actively Involved in the studies about and stru-
gale against world imperialist system led by US
imperialism. There was almost unanimity among
the progressive forces that after Second World
War, imperialism had replaced colonialism with
neocolonlalism. Kwame Nkrumah (1909-1972),
the flrst president of the Republic of Ghana was
a staunch African natlonalist and close frlend of
People’'s Republic of China. In his article, “*Neo
colontalism: The Last Stage of imperialism’
published In 1966 he explained the features
of continued exploitation of former colonies
after thelr formal political independence.

For them it Includes the spreading and deepen-
ing of class struggle making It subjected to
conscious organisational work, linking it with the
question of political power as part of the party
programme, etc. What a Marxist means by
intensificatlon of class struggle Is to make the
warking class and its allies and the class/
mass organisations Including them capable of
standing face to face against the concrete prac-
tice of the political power of the ruling classes,
and to lead them forward. The forms of this
intensification are not singular, but plural. The
Communist party should be capable erough to
lead the class struggle in all its complexities,
in all its forms, through all means.

Today Bolshevisation means a political
reorganisation rooted in the teachings of Com-
munlist International, and in the history of the
Indlan Communist movement. This cannot be a
repetition of history. But a reorganisation at a
higher level capable of facing and resolving the
problems raised by present concrete realities.

Our appeal to PW like organisations Is that
4hey should become ready to confront the
challenges posed by the concrete features of
this historic conjuncture. Then only the ideo-
loglcal struggle shall elevate from the narrow
world of dogmas, to serve the broad interests
of class struggle. 2

Today, when neocolonisation Is reaching its
peak with all the former colonies, semi~-colo-
nies and dependent countries of the colonial
period being reduced to neocolonies under the
globalisation of Imperialist system, even
many of the so-callad Marxist-Leninist forces
who claim to uphold the Great Debate documents
of the CPC are refusing even to glance through
‘Apologists of Neocolonialism’ by the CPC of
1963. It Is in this context we are reproducing
below extracts from Nkrumah'’s article to show
how a llvely debate was encouraged by the Great
Debate In the 1960s, It was the domination of
the sectarian trend within the CPC by the time
of its 1969 Ninth Congress, and the spread eof
warlous petti-bourgeols anarchist trends In the .
jate 19605 llke Franz Fanon's theorisation of
youth power, Carlos Marighello’s urban guerilla
warfare theories, Che Guevara's foco theory ete,
all of them counterposing Mao's ‘On New
Democracy' and other contributions, which put
an abrupt end to these healthy debates and
caused severe setback to the ICM, alongwith
Krushchovite revisionism, The Communist mo-~
wement can overcome the setbacks and once
again advance only by developing the studies
on imperialism and neocolonlalism, and develo-
ping strategy and tactics te combat the compr -
.ador regimes in the neocolonies—RS]

The neocolonialism of today represents
imperialism in its final and perhaps its most
dangerous stage. In the past It was possible to
convert a country upon which a colonial regtme
had been imposed. Egypt in the nineteenth
century s an example into a colanial territory.
Today this process is no longer feasible. Old-
sashioned colonialism Is by no means entirély
abolished. It still constitutes an Alfrican pro-
Hlem, but it is everywhere on the retreat, Once
a territory has become nominally independent
it is no longer possible, as It was in the last
cantury, to reverse the process. In place of
colonlalism as the main instrument of imperlalism
we have today neocolonialism.

The sssence of neocolonialism is that the
State which is subject to it is, In theory, Indep-
endent and has all the outward trappings of
international sovereignty. In reality its econo-—
mlc system and thus its politicai policy is dire-
cted from outside, .
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The methods and form of this direction can
take various shapes. For example, in an extreme
case the troops of the imperial power may
garrison the territory of the neo-colonial State
and control the government of it. More often,
however, neo-colonialtst control is exercised
through economic or monetary means, The neo-
colonial State may be obliged to take the manu—
factured products of the imperlalist power to the
exclusion of competing products from elsewhere,
Control over government policyin the neo-colo-
nial State may be secured by payments towards
the cost of running the State, by the provision
of civil servants in positions where they can
dictate policy, and by monetary control over
foreign exchange through the imposition of a
banking system controlled by the Imperial power.

Where neo-colonlalism exists the power exer-
cising control Is often the State which formerly
ruled the territory In question, but this s not
necessarlly an example. In the case of South
Vietnam the former imperial power was France,
but neo-colonial control eof the State has now
gone to the United States, Itis possible that
neo-colonial control may be exercised by a con-
sortlum of financlal interests which are not spe-
cifically identifiable with any particular State.
The control of the Congo by great international
{inansial concerns is a case in polnt. -

The result of neo-colonialism 18 that forelgn
capital is used for the exploltation rather than
for the development of the less developed parts
of the world. Investment under neo colonialism
increases rather than decreases the gap between
the rich and the poor countries of the world.

The struggle against neocolonialism is not
aimed at excluding the capital of the developed
world from operating In less developed countries
but against that being used In such a way as to
impoverish the less developed.

Neo-colonilalism is also the worst form of
imperlalism. For those who practice It, it means
power without responsibility and for those who
suffer from it, it means exploltation without
redress. In the days of old-fashioned coloni-
alism, the imperlal power had at least to explain
and justify at home the actlons It was taking
abroad, In the colony those who served the
ruling imperial-power could at least look to its
protection against any violent move by thelr
opponents. With neocolonlalism neither is the
case.

Above all, neocolonialism, like colonialism
before it, postpones the facing of the soclal
issues which will have to be faced by the fully
developed sector of the world before the danger
of world war can be eliminated or the problem
of world poverty resolved.

Neo-colonialism, like colonialism, is an
attempt to export the social conflicts of the
capltalist countries. The temporary success of
this policy can be seen in the ever-widening gap
between the richer and the poorer natlons of
the world. But the Internal contradictions and
conflicts of neocolonlalisse make It certaln that
it cannot endure as a permanent world policy. @

Anti-terminator movement:
Partial victory

The world-wide movement by anti-imperi~
alist popular forces agalnst ‘'terminator techno-
logy” or sterile seed technology has scored a
partial victory. The MNC glant, Monsanto who
owns patent rights for terminator technology has
announced that It would not commercia'lse It.
Monsanto's chlef executive has stated that itls
making "'a public comnitment not to comnircla-
lise sterlle seed technologles.” Earlier the UK
based MNC, the Astra Zeaneca had also made a
similar commitment. These MNCs were forced
to make this publlc retreat due to world-wide
agitations by the progressive forces.

But we should not remain complacent. Ter-
minator Is synonymous with corporate greed.
Monsanto like companles will continue with
research to develop specific genes responsible
for value aided bio- technology traits which can
be actlvated or de-activated. At sone polnt.
either through a corporate take over, or a
change in management, trait control could easily
be transformed back in to genetic seed sterill-
sation, Then thase sterile seeds can be snuggl-
ed in to different countries. Especially when
the comprador forces are ruling the neacolonies
such smuggling is not difficult for the MNCs
through nunerous manipulations,

So the anti-imperialist political forces along=
with peasant organisations should Intensify
struggles to compel the government to streng.-
then seed laws and to Implement quarantine
systems, These struggles should be linked to
the anti-Imperialist movements to throw out the
MNCs. ®
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Karthik

Experience of Chinese Revolution
Continue to Inspire World Proletariat

Not only the Long March, but the Chinese
Revclutien itself was an “Odyssey unequalled
in mcdern times”. On the occasion of the 50th
anrlversary of thls great revolution, which
alorgwith the October Reveolution of 1917 charg-
ed the course of history in this century, Commu-
nists should take up the difficult task of evalu-
atirg the experlence of Chinese revolution and
drawing correct lessons from it.

The People’s Democratic or New Democratic
Revolution (NDR; of China has a unique history
of its own conforming io the concrete condit-
ions of that country. It Is a glorious history
of how tte CFC led by Mao guided It through
varlous twists and turns, ups and downs as a
<ontirgent of Cammunist Irnternational, always
relyirg ¢n ihe peopie. China was a feudal society
urder different dynasties fcr a very long time.
After the Opjum War of 1840 it had gradually
sfarted chargirg into a semi-colonial, semi-feudal
soclety with its Pacific coast colonised by differ-
ent Imperialist ccuntiles, In 1911 the Sun Yat-
Senled Kuomintang revolulionover threw Manchu
dynasty and Inltlated efforts to unify and trans-
form China into a rerublic. The CFC had a
mcdest beginnirg in 1521 In this situation.

In 1623 Sun Yat-Sen took the help of
Communists and started reorganising Kuomin-
targ. Ccmmunisis were civen membershlp In
Kucmintarg. 1he first National Corgress of
Kucmintarg in 1524 adeopted the three policies
ci alllarce with Scvlet Unlon, co-operation with
the Ccnmurist Party, and assistance to peasants
ard wcikers, Mao ard others were elected to
its leadirg committees.

Inwediately after its formation CPC set
atout cigaerisirg the railuey workers. In 1922-
23 party led strikes in all trurk lines, For free-
dcm to crganise a general trade urion, generai
strike was called on the Peking Hankow Railway
in 1923. But on February 7 the Northern War-

lords supported by British Impertalists butchered

the workers and put down the strike  Party
took active part In the Hunan peasant movement
Involvir g mililons of peasants also.

‘Agajnst the massacre of Chinese people by
British poliee In Shanghai on 30th May, 1925
nation- wide - anti- imperialist movement started.
Earller In May major strikes had broken out In
Japanese owned textile mills in many citles which
were brutally suppressed. Communists led the
movement with the slogan “Down with Imperiali-
sm' There were countrywide demonstrations and
strikes by workers, students and shopkeepers.
That is, even while co-operating with Kuomi-
ntang in its struggle against the Northern War-
lords and to unify China, the CPC was spear-
head!ng numerous peasant uprisings and mili-
tant trade union struggles during these years.
With the death of Sun Yat-Sen and successful
completlion of Northern Expedition the situation
changed sharply.

Chiang Kai-shek who took over as the
leader of Kuomintang took an openly anti-
Communlet stand collaborating with the imperi-
alists. In a counter revolutionary coup in 1927
utllising the services of all reactionary forces
he started brutal suppression against forces of
revolution. With the areat sutumn uprising
Communist Party totally broke relations with
Kuomintarg and started Its revolutionary war.
In January 1929 Mao led the main force of the
Fourth Army of the Red Army, constituted with
sectlons coming out ef Kuomintang Army, from
Chinkeng Mountains to southern Kiangsi and
western Fuklep setting up revolutfonary bace
areas. Mao has well explained why these base
aseas could be bullt up In the concrete conditions.
of China. More sections of Kuomintang Army
and new recruits Increased Red Army's strength
to one lakh, and membership of the CPC built
on Bolshevik lines rose to 3 lakhs by 1933,
Ovéicomlng ‘the encirclement and suppression
campalgns of Chiang Kalshek led forces, Red
Army embarked on epic Long March and rea-
ched northern China by October 1935, spearhe-
ading the offensive agalnst Japanese imperlalists.
who had colonised Manchuria by that time.

During these period of breath-taking stru-
gagles, In the base areas CPC started Impleme-
nting land reforms and agrarian programme
to consolidate Its Influence among the
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peasantry, CPC spread its activities 1o all
mass fronts. During the Second World War
years while intensifying the war agalnst Japanese
imperialist forces, CPC was spreading its orga-
nisatlonal influence to all parts of China. When
Japanese surrendered in 1945, the CPC-led
forces were the strongest In China, As Kuomi~
ntang refused to realise this reality and launch-
ed yet another counter-revolutionary offensive
with US imperlalist support, another phase of
civil war, more intensified this time, started
which culminated In the total victory of the NDR
led by the CPC in 1949. As Mao repeatedly
polnted out during this revolutlonary war, this
NDR was part of the world proletarlan socialist
revolution as it resolutely opposed Imperialism
and overthrew the comprador reglme opening
the road to democratisation and soclailsm. It
was a historic revolution carried out basing on
the concrete analysis offconcrete couditions in
China, Communists all over the wotld have a
1ot to study from its rich experience,

But, as Mao stressed completion of NDR
was only the first step in the long long march
towards socialism and communism. A quarter
.of humanity set out to bulld a socialist  soclety
without exploitation and Imperfalist domination,
Mass campaigns were launched to implement
jand reforms and end feadal exploltation, to
wipe out ilflitéracy, drug addiction, - infectfous
diseases. and to provide employment for afl by
developing industry and agriculture. In the next
" quarter of a century standard of living of the
people greatly improved, llfe expectancy rese
from under 30 in 1949 to 65, gross agricultural
production Increased rapidly, industrles started
growlag to 10 percent per  y2ar, and socialist

transformation in the fields of means of pro-.

All basic

duction ani fistcibution speeded up.
nzeds of ihe people were solved, The ‘‘iren-
vice-bowl became its symbol. China was a

revolutionary alternative before .the peogple of .

all oopressed countries, as well as to people of
immperlalist countrles.

These aehlevements ware made possible
first by malntaining close relations with sociallst
Soviet Uaion, and then by uncompromisingly
fighting against the Krushchovite revisionist line,
that had stared degenerating soclalist Sovit
Union to capitalist path through its theory of
class-collaboration. This Ideologlcal struggle

was put forward in the documents of CPC dur- .

Ing the Great Debate once again. explaining, the
General Lina of the International communist

movament in ilne withthe teachings of Commu~
nist International. lan continuatlon to this Mao
launched the Cultural Ravolution to continue
class struggle under the dictatorship of the
proletariat in China in order to combat the
caplitalist path.

The successful completion of the NDR, the
sociallst construction during the next quarter
of a century and the theoretical contributions
of the CPC guided by Mao have strengthened
the struggle for soclalism and transformed
China greatly. The world proletarint aud revolu-
tionary forces have much to study from their rich
experience, Today when Communists all over
the world are observing the 50th anniversary of
Chinese Revolution they are once again trying
to draw lessons from this experience in order to
carry forward the revolution in their own count-
ries. At the same time they are also trying to-
expose the erroneous lines that emerged from
the 1969 Ninth Congress of the CPC, and the
capltalist restoration that has taken place there
in the post-Mao perlod ander the sign-board of
market socialism.

tn the course of the Cuttural Revolution,
during the bitter struagle agalnst the capitalist
roaders, a powerful sectarlan trend started
dominating the CPC. By the time of the Ninth-
Congress of CPC in 1969 this trend had domi-
nated it so much that It succeeded in stating In
the Party constitulon that Lin Piao will be the
heir £> M1, Tnis antl-Marxist decision snac-
king feudal charactaristics was taken alongwith
the totally erronedus evi4luation that the era of
imperialism and proletarfan revalution has chan-
ged to the era of total collapse of Imperiallsm
and world-wide victary of socialisn,. It put
petti-bourgzais anarchist tendencies in domin—
ation within CPC and In the Marxist Leninist
parties all over the world emerged during this
peried In the strugile against Krushchovite
revisionism. In the name of quick victory,
adventurous positions were taken and the teac—
hings of Communist International and Great
Debate were rejected, This soon led to severe
setbacks to all ML parties all over the world,
and to the emergence of capltalist roaders once
again within CPC In the name of fighting against
this sectarian trend. And these Denglst forces
sudceeded in capturing power immediately after
Mio's death, and in degenerating China to capi-
talist path In the name of market soclallsm,
Today Jiang Zemin regime has surrendered
China to impzrialist globilisation and integrated
it with global market system.
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The Jiang Zemin regime and the revisionists
all over the world are celebrating the last quar-
ter century of capltalist restoration in China.
They try todepict that the first quarter century of
soclalist transformation was a period of disaster,
«and the period of market sociallsm is one of
econcmic miracle, transforming China In to a
'mighty eccnomic power. Imperialist ideclogues
and economists are propagating this pack of
lles. Amarthya Sen like comprador economists
and Intellectuals are also repeating these lies.
For all of them socialism is » disaster, and capl
taliem Is the democratic heaven,

Eut the facts speak otherwise, The gains
i China cannot be traced to period of mwarket
refcrms, In the soclalist period not only the
share of investment in income raised greatly
ard a diversified Industrial base established, but
there was sharp Increase in longevity of life and
fall in infant mortality rate. llliteracy was almost
wiped out. Land reforms aud promotion of
agriculture sharply increased living standard of
the vast rural masses. There was soclallsation
of property, collective welfare measures,and egali-
tarlan distributlon policies. Unlike in other
Afro- Aslar, Latin American countries where
Imrperialist globalisatlon- liberalisation policles
are Imposed and as aresult most of them are
iacirg Increasing econcmic crisis, Chlnese eco-
ncmy could withstand the global crisis and show
substantial ecoromic geins because it could
irherit a solid ecorcmy and infrastructure from
the soclalist period. In this context, Amariya
Sen's writirgs ard speeches vilifyirg the gains
of socidlist pericd, and repoirirg large scale
deaths during it are contrary to all available
- data and part of his comprador eflort to attack
sociallsm. However hard all the imperlalist and
<omprador ldeclogues may try to sell the virtues
of market, they cannot conceal the intensifying
general crisls confronting imperlalist system
repeatedly and the transfer ol Its burden to the
pecple of neocolonies, and that socialism Is the
only alternatlve which makes life of the masses

"better in all respects. Nobody can obliterate
the achleverents and lessons of revolutlons
and soclalist construction that the world witne-
ssed in Soviet Union, China and elsewhere. The
end of history propaganda of Imperlalists already
stands exposed,

When the world is at the threshold of a new
century, the achlevements and lessons of Paris
Commune, October Revolution and Chinese
Revolution are tarchbearers for the tolling mas-
ses everywhere. It is certain that the coming
decades shall witness the rectification of past
mistakes and regrouping by the Cemmunists
in all countries. Once again powerful Commu.
nist parties shall emerge leading the NLORs in
the neacolonies and SRs In the Imperialist cou-
ntrles to victory. Neither the Denglsts In China
nor the the revislonlsts and reformists who chant
the ‘mantra’ of market soclalism shall be able
to hoodwirk the masses for long. After Octo-
ter and Chinese revolutions, the next chapter
of revolutiors shail burst forth soon, once
egain charging the world, Nobody can prevent
this onward maich of history. The experience

of Chinese Revolution prove this, a

(From P, 2)

being made meaningless through privatisation
and market system. So reservation can be pro-
tected and its provisions can be defenced only
as a part of the struggle against the privatisat-
fon and market system,

But the political parties and organisations
who talk abcut soclal justice and who claim to
stand for socially oppressed sections have at
the same time are either advocating the very
same privalisation policies cr maintain silence
about them. They show ore upmanship only in
protestirg agair.st the Supreme Court ruling on
premotiors, while keeping sllerce about the
whale reservation beirg made meanirgless thro-
ugh privatisation, It Is en oppaortunist stand,

Today even the latest tulirg of the Supreme
Court can be challenged orly as a part of the
struggle against privatisation and market system.
We apgeal to all progressive democratic forces
ard all orgarisations and Individuals standing
for EC/ST and other soclally oppressed sections
to join the struggle against the globalisation—
liberalisation-privatisation policies and against
the very market philosophy on which they are
based, In order to effectively carry forward the
struggle against the various challerges faced by
the reservation from all vested interests,

New Delhi, All Indla Secretary
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