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Press Statements

S. A. Rawoof Expelled .-

S. A. Rawoof is expelled from CPI(ML) Red
Flag for indulging in anti-party activities in co-
ntinuation to the sectarian political positions he
was pursuing for long time.

Secretary,
for Central Reorganisation Committee,

+ 'C. P. (M L) Red'Flag.

Fight Against
Social Democracy

The decision of the 16th Congress of CPI
(M) to'concede the' leadership in  the struggle
against the BJP-RSS-combine to Congress (Iy
through helping it to provide an alternative to
BJP rule is a clear indication of CPI(M)'s fur-
ither degeneratlon to social democratic positions,
This drift shows that CPl (M) leadership has
‘not cared to take lessons from its own past,
-especially from the politicai developments since
11989 Lok Sabha elections. Can the leadership
absolve itself from its cwn share of the respon-
sibility for helping the Sangh Parivar to come to
power through the opportunist politics Including
the UF experiment on the shoulders of Congress
(Iy during this period.

It is a fact that with the coming to power
of BJP government the fascist threat has inte-
nsified. The reason for this ascendance of
Hindutua forces is that through communal psu-
edo-swedeshi slogans they could oceupy the
space provided by the degeneration of the
Congress (I) which ruined the country in a.ll
spheres through Its reactionary socio -ecenomic
and political policies, and when the left forces
were continuously failing to build up a peo-
ple’s alternative against it with all India infl-
uence. Instead of tighting against the reacti-
onar: liberalisation/globalisation poiicies accel-
erated by Rao government and its appeasment
of communalism, CPl (M) and its allies went
for continulng the very same policies through
the UF governments providing the BJP the
opportunity to project itself as the alternative
in last elections

In present international and national con ~
text ascendancy of fascist forces is not an is-
olated development. It is an integral part of
the growing crisis of the neo-liberal imperialist
policies and intensifying neocolonial slavery of
countries like India. So lhe growing fascist th-
reat from Hindutua forces can be combated only
when the struggle against it is combined with
struggle for overthrowing imperialist dictated
.economic policies. In such a situation joining
hands with moribund Congress (I) against BJP,
as the CPL(M)'s ‘new line advocates, means
.once again helplng the Sangh Parivar to thrive.

History has repeatedly proved that fascist
[orces can be combated aund overthrown ounly
when a genuine left alternative is built up mob-
ilising all progressive classes and sections. The

CP1 (M) and CPIl are running away from this

historic responsibility as they have altogether
teduced their politics to opportunist electoral
tactics, tying themselves to apron strings of disc-

tedited Congress{ly and other reactionary outfits.

The 16th Congress decision of the CPI (M)
should be an eye opener to all genuine left for-
ces. Continuing to expose their social demo -

cratic degeneration, they should struggle to

buiiding up a revolutionary left alternative for

-democracy and socialism, fighting agalinst bo th

BJP and Congress,

K. N. Ramachandran
All India Secretary,
CPI (ML) RED FLAG,

New Delhi
10. 10. 98
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EDITORIAL

Present rumblings portend
mighty upheavels

The Calcutta newspaper '‘The Statesman’
was once called the 'Jute Press’. It was started
as the mouthplece of British and comprador jute
mill owners during colonial days. Like its coun-
terparts everywhere It still persists in serving
the imperialists and the comprador state Inter -
ests, faithfully. Alongwith specialisation In gla-
mourising the latest Inside stories from Buckin-
gham Palace or Clinton’s sex escapades, oblivi-
ous of what is taking place around the world and
even unaffected by international reports publis
hed in its own pages, it sometimes brings out
some of the dirtiest and cheapest anti-commu-
pist literature in the true spirit of Macarthian
days. Misquoting Marxist teachers, demonising
Stalin, vulgarising the communist movement,and
erasing the line of demarcation between Marxism

and revisionism to attack proletarian movements-
are favourite tricks, One such ‘article’ is.
published on 13th October Issue of it with the
author, unaware of what is happening around,
ranting like a lunatic about everything linked
to the proletariat. His piece reminds one of the
writings during the early 1990s when his likes
were fllling the pages of The Statesman like new-
spapers with horror staries of socialist days and
soap-operas of liberation from socialist tyranny,

But lots of water have flown through Hoo-
gly river atter those days. Today Yeltsin, the
darling and hero of Hirak Chowdhary likes, is
a hated man in his country. He does not geb
even five percent votes even in the so - called
oplnion polls. And the people are on the move:

1. CPI (ML) COC Janashakti
2. CPIl (ML) Liberation
3. CPl (ML) New Democracy

Observe December 6 As Struggle Day
Against Hindutva Communal Forces

December 6 marks the sixth anniversary of the demolition of Babri
Masjid by Sangh Parlvar forces, abetted by the then Congress government.
With the BJP led government coming to power at centre,
forces are intensifying communalisation attacking all democratic forces,
tolling masses, and particularly the minorities. This is a dangerous policy
to divide the working people and to weaken them for intensitying the lib-
eralisation/globalisation policies, to sell out the country to imperfalist In-
terests, and to divert attentlon from people’s burning problems like unpre-
cedented price-rise, unemployment etc.

democratlc, patriotic torces all over
the country to get united and observe December 6 as struggle day: Against
Agressive Hindutva communal forces and in defence of democratic rights.

We call upon all progressive,

the Hindutua

4. CPI (ML) Red Flag.
5. C.0.I(ML)
6. M.CP.I
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Support All India Strike Call on 11 December
Make it a big success

We call upon the revolutionary left forces
all over the country to support the call given
by NPMO to observe countrywide general strike
on December 11 against the anti-working class,
ant!- people policies of the BJP led government
at centre, and to make It a big success by acti~
vely and fully involving in it in all respects.

The Vajpayee government has further int-
ensified the unllateral moves to amend the
labour laws, and to Implement World Bank pro-
posals in the education field alongwith comm-
unalising it. The employers are being given
complete liberty to hire and fire, to create hu-
rdles In formatlon of unlons, to impose restri-
ctions on the right to strike and to take away

all democratic and trade union rights won by
the working class through numerous heroic
struggles. Contract labour system is implem-
ented everywhere, at ail levels, In this way
conditions of slavery is being imposed on the
entire trade union movement,

Alongwith this permission is glven to emplo-
yers to close down thelr units and impose exit
policy and voluntary retirement scheme (VRS).
Privatisation of public sector units (PSUsj to the
tnne af 74% disinvestment is allowed, these by
liquidating them and surrendering them to forelgn
and native monopolies. Instead of trylng to revive
the sick units they are being dismantled throwing
out millions of workers. After Vajpayee gov-

Fop e s Sy

once again. They are participating in mighty
countrywide strike - struggles and in militant
demonstrations with portralts of Lernla and Sta-
lin. They are demanding the return of Soviet
days. Seven years of outright western model
capitalism have given them enough lessons.
They are once agaln studying histcry and are
eager to recreate history of a new socialist up-
surge.

Much about these mighty rumblings have
already appeared in many newspapers, They are
compelled to publish them reiuctantly. In spite
of them The Statesman like papers and their
pen-pushers are not tired of publishing ghost-
storles about proletariat and socialism  with
banner headlines llke “myth of the workers’ pa-
radise”. They are engaged in exorcising the
world from the spectre of communismn.

But contrary to what they write and propa-
gate, the toiling masses everywhere are once
again getting organised slowly but decisively in
the true tradition of Great October Revolution,
the 81st anniversary of which we are observing
.on thls November 7th When the neo-liberal or
neo-monetarlst policies introduced with much
fanfare are falling to save the Imperlalist system
from its general crisis, when more and more
people are jolning the struggle for democracy
and socialism everywhere, the rumblings are un-

mistakabie. They portend the mightiy upheavels
to happen in the coming days. They are dispro-
ving all that is still propagated by the imperiali-
sts'and their running dogs

The people’s upsurge that has once again
started in Mosco v and elsewhere all over Ru-
8sia show  that the days of Yeltsin's raj are
numbered. Overwheiming majority of people
there are raising their voice for a socialist future.

But the path ahead is going to be a challen-
ging one for the revolutionary forces. The so-
cial democrats parading as communists are quite
powerful everywhere. They are trying hard to
divert the people's movements to refarmist
path. The imperialists will no doubt rely on these
forces as thzir last resort to wreck the revolut -
fonary upsurge Like the 'Jute Press’ in {adia,
reactionary mouthpleces of imperialists and
their running dogs everywhere will also intensify
their hate-campaign against proletarlaa revolut-
fon In this situation.

In spite of all these, the dawn of the new
century Is bound to herald new Octobers once
agaln. The objective sltuation Is becoming more
and more favourable for the revolutionary for-
ces. On the 81st anniversary of October Revo-
lution let us resolve to overthrow the rule of
imperialists and their running dogs for ever. 9

Page 4 RED STAR November 1998

LIQLILISBLD



www.padippakam.com

rnment coming to power, out of the 30 lakhs
registered units In the country about six lakhs
units have become sick, and imposition of con-
tract labour system has reached unprecedented
levels. In short, surrendering to the dictates of
the IMF-World Bank-WTO 'trio and intensifying
the implementation of the privatisation- liberali-
sation—globalisation policles the Vajpayee go-
vernment is mortgaging the country and crimi-
nally acting against the interests of the working
class and all other sections of the tolling masses.
The anti-people policies adopted by the Congr-
ess governments, especially the Rao government,
and continued by the UF governments are now
hastily carried forward by the - BJP led govern-
nment to unprecedented levels causing grave
consequences llke sky rocketing prices of ess-
ential commodities, unemployment etc.

-1t is In this context the joiat forum of six
revolutionary left organisations including C P |
(ML) Red Flag led a countrywide campalgn and
organised an effective parliament dharna on
75 July with anti-imperialist, antl state slogans
focussing especlally on the peasants and agrl -
cultural workers' problems. It s in continuation
to these efforts we are supparting the NPMO's
call for genenal strike on 11 Dzcember.

While doing so we are not forgztting that
the leaderships of the mass organisations led
by the Left Front parties, espzcially of CPI (M)
and CPl, who are in the forefront af NPMO,
have gone against the interests of the workin
class when they unilaterally suspeandiad Its act-
ivities in 1994 even thoigh its aarlizr calls for
the twd general strikes and Bharat Bandhs had
rec2ivad uaprecedeated r2s33ns2 from the toi
ling misses With the UF g>varn n2ats coning
to powvzr a moratorium was Jzaclared on all act-
ivites of NPMO, and the U7 governments also
went ahead with the very same anti-people
policies earlier oppased by NPMO The state
governmznts led by the Left Front are actively
‘implementing the vary same anti-people liber-
alisation/golbalisationpolicies under varlous pret-
-exts. And, in this general strike call the NPMO
is refusing to categorically call for the total scra-
pping of the liberalisation policies and for gquittl-
ng WTO. Therevolutionary left forces and class/
mass organlsations led by them should cont-
inuously expose and fight against these oppo-
ttuinst approaches,

At the same time we recognise the grave
situation faced by the country and the people

due to Intensifying liberallsation/globalisation
policles, and because of the growing threat of
fascism posed by the Sangh Parivar, The task
in front of us 1s to uaite all progressive demo-
cratic forces and the left masses as a whole
against these twin dangers. It is in this con-
text we call for actively supporting the Dece-
mber 11 all India general strike and make it a
big success ralsing our own slogans like

*  Scrap privatisation/liberalisation/globalls-
ation policies, quit WTQO;

* Resist and defeat sell-out of PSUs;

* Oppose privatistion of insurance and bank=
ing sectors;

* Oppose contract labour system, and all
moves to sabotage workers' rights.

Let us make all-out efforts to unite all
progressive democratic forces and left masses,
and launch countrywlde campaign to make D3-
cemper 11 All India Gsnzral Strike a great
success,

Secretary,
C.P. I (ML) Red Fiag

Cotton exports hit
taxtile uiits

Walle textiie mills ar: 210501 43 va all gver
thz courtey and handisrom uanits 13irt fron
thread miking uzits are sarisusly affected due
to shortagz of cotton, governmnent of india has
given parmission to exdort moire and more qua-
ntities of cotton, Thz new Exin Policy has
removed all restrictisas on sich exports. As a
result big traders are cornering the cotton
produced in Punjab and Maharashtra, and are
exporting it in huge quintities In spite of voices
raised by workers’ organisations, mill owaers,
organisations of handicom owners and even
after protests by some state govarnments these
exports are increasing It leads to further crisls,
closing down of many mills, and lakhs of workers.
becoming jobless.
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On elections to the four state assemblies

The elections to state assemblies in Rajas-
tan, Madhya Pradesh, Delhi and Mizoram is held
at a time when the communal forces, mainly the
forces led by Sangh Parivar bas intenslfied their
criminal efforts for fascicisation, and when the
liberalisation/globalisatlon policies are carried
forward nakedly in all flelds enslavirg the coun-
try in all respects. As a result, on the orne harnd
all democratic rights are snatched away {rom
the people, and all democratic forces, toiling
masses, and particularly the minorities are com-
ing under increasing attacks. On the other hand
through intensification of liberalisation/globall-
satton policles the counliy's vital interests are
sold out to imperlalist forces. The jingoism spr—
ead after Pokhran nuciear tests has now given
way to surrender to US dictates by agreeing to
sign CTBT like unequal treaties and to opening
the country for alitound entry of forelgn capital
and MNCs following the economlc sanctions im-
posed by US imperialists. The Swadeshi if
Sangh Parlvar is proved as nothing but total
surrender to Videshi interests. As a result pr-
ice-rise, unemployment etc. have reached unpre-
cedented levels impoverishing the people to
extreme levels.

1t Is already proved that Congress (l) is not
only interested but also incapable of fighting
the Sangh Parlvar forces. It had abetted the
demolition of Babri Masjid by the Hindutua com-
munal forces. Both BJP and Congress (l) are
basically agreeing on the liberalisation / globali-
sation policies. Similar is the case with the
dilferent regional parties and Mulayam- Lalloo-
BSP like forces.

So the ideas spread by CPI(My, CPI like
forces that the BJP led communa! forces and
the fascist threat posed by them can be met by
supporting Congress (I) to ccme to power, and/
or lorrrirg a thitd alternative with LMK, TnvC
like forces are reflecting thelr opportunist poli-
tics only. Such ideas are mere illusions which
will only frustrate the leit masses.

What 15 required today Is an allround offen-
sive by the genulne left forces taking clear- cut
anti Impericlist, antif-eudal, antl state positions
at all India level, Only such an inltiative can
mobillse the leit masses and progressive demo-
cratic sections for building up a people’s revol-

utlonaty  alternative to fight and defeat the
fascist threat from the Sangh Parivar and the
Iiberalsation/globalisation policies.

The elections to the assemblies in four sta-
tes are taking place at such a crucial time. We
call upon all piogrecsive, democratic, fgatriotic
and leit {crces to fight ageirst the communal
{orces ard their {ascicisation eflorts, to resist
the Uberalisation / globalisation policles and to
unite Jor buildinrg up a revolutionary alternative
for basic trarsformation of existing social sy-
stem.

* Fight against communal forces,
Resist liberalisation/globalisatlon policies;

* Build-up revolutienary alternative.

New Dethi
1 November '98

Secretary,
C.P.I1 (ML) Red Flag.

CTBT: US increases pressure
on India and Pakistan

US administration is happy that both the
prime ministers of India and Pakistan have al-
most agreed to sign the CTBT in their recent
UN speeches The US Serate also voted per-
mitting the president to lift the ecoromic sanc-
tions against both, imposed followirg their recert
nuclear tests.

But Clinton has nct only cancelled his trip
to South Asle, but has postponed liftirg of eco-
nomic sarctions. US imperialists are exerting
more pressure to get the two goverrments sign
the CTBT and ratify it so that the treaty can
come In to force before the September 1969
dead line.
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K. N. Ramachandran

Why India Should Not Sign CTBT

The statement made by prime minister Va-
jpayee in the UN that India will not come in the
way of ratification of the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT) clearly means that his gov-
ernment Is preparing the ground for signing it,
r eversing the positions put forward by earlier
governments. Following this, Congress leader
Sharad Pawar has also made it clear that his
party is not against signing the treaty provided
some of its aspects are preperly clarified. These
statements show that as the pressure from US
administration and the nuclear club or P-5 forces
mounts in coming days, government of India
will not hesitate to sign this unequal treaty.
This threat calls tor reopening the CTBT debate
so as to mobillse democratic public opinfon
against the move to sign it.

A reversal of earlier policies

The progressive aspect of Indian foreign
policy in the post 1947 years, even while it ess-
entially reflected the comprador character of
the ruling classes, was that it called for world
disarmament including total global nuclear dis-
armament. In the 1960s though India played a
major role in pushing for and drafting the Nucl-
ear Non- Proliferation Treaty (NPT), it did not
sign it as the final draft represented the inter-
ests of US and UK on the one hand and the
then Soviet Union on the other, Under pressure
from the Nuclear Weapon States (NWSs) which
included US, Russia (then Soviet Union), UK,
France and China-the five permanent Security
Council members or P 5-the Non Nuclear Power
States (NNWSs) were compelled to accept dis-
criminatory conditions. In return for the strict
conditionalities Imposed over the NNWSs pre-
venting them from all forms of proliferation of
nuclear development, under Article VI of the
NPT the NWSs committed to move eventually
towards complete nuclear disarmament. But
the experience of this treaty finallsed In 1968
and which came into force In 1970 show that
the spirlt of this commitment was continuously
violated by the NWSs. NPT sought to relterate
two category of nations and to establish the
nuclear hegemony of US and other nuclear

powers.

The primary reason for Indian comprador-
state with its own regional hegemonic ambitions.
to refuse to sign the NPT was that it wanted to
keep Its nuclear option open as proved soon by
Pokhran I in 1974. But this could not be cited:
as a reason for the progressive forces to opt for
demanding the adoption of NPT. The NTP was.
totaily discriminatory and its stand on nuclear
disarmament was superficial. It was an unequal
treaty Imposing the nuclear hegemony ot US
imperialists and other NWSs. That is why the
progressive forces, while opposing all attempts.
by the Indian state to develop capability of nu-
clear weaponisation and to conduct nuclear
tests for it, supported its refusal to sign the
NPT. The arguments put forward by some advo-
cates of the so-called peace movement here, or
by those who see peace movemet In an abstract
sense, that “the NPT still contains the only
international legal commitment that has ever
been made by the NWSs to carry out complete
nuclear disarmament” ts fallacious as these nu -
clear powers have not taken any steps in this.
direction so far. On the other hand they have
only strengthened thelr nuclear weaponry by all
available means in spite of the NPT.

Viewed in this context, the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) is only a concession
by the NWSs that they  will not go for nuclear
tests for securing the permanent extenslon of
NPT, that is for not iImplementing Article VI of
the NPT. So, as we have stated earlier also, the
CTBT is effectively a building block after the
NPT, in the genera! direction for imposing nu-
clear hegemony by the US led forces in today's
context So the arguments put forward by the
Indian representative to the Conference on Dis-
armament (CD) in January 1996 that in the con-
text of Indefinite extension of the NPT it has
become imperative to link a CTBT with a specif-
ic time-bound procedure for carrying out nuclear
disarmament was correct. She argued that for
this purpose an Ad hoc Committee should be
set up by the CD to start negotiations on a
phased programme of nuclear disarmament. She
added that if a CTBT was to be meaningful then
it should be securely anchored in the global
disarmament context and should be linked thro-
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the nuclear optlon in the name of so-called nat-
fonal interests, it has always fcught for total
global nuclear disarmanment, and the hitherto
Indian governmert policy of refusirg to sign
NPT and then CT BT as they are not aim-
ing at and lirking with this disaimrament goal
The revolutiorary left forces were In the for-
efront in categorically condemnirg Pckhran 11
and expcsirg the jirgoism and frerzy whipped
up by Sangh Parivar in the name of the Hindu-
tue Bcn b. Sinultaneously, they opposed all
an biguous approaches tsken on this question
by Congress and most of the opposition partles,

As far as the revolutionary left forces are
concerned the slogan of global nuclear disar-
mament is a basic political slogan linked to
world fpeace, total disarmament, and the fut-
ure of humanrace. The NPT, PTBT, CTBT
like treaties are not golrg to help the realls-
atlon of this goal as the FLitherto experience
has proved. All of them are flawed, discrimin-
atory, and In one way or other stiengthen the
nuclear monogoly of p 5 ratlons. As a result,
in spite of all disaimanert talks these forces
possess 200C0 ruclear weapens. Thatis, the
world remains nuclearly aimed to teeth with
enough bombs to destroy the planet earth 20
times over.

1f the vast majority of the ccverrmenis in
the neocolcries of Alro-Asian-1atin American
countries sigred NEFT, CTET Llke treatles It
is urder duress frcm ibe US imperialists It is
because of the assured LS rucleer untrella
th at Its allies, tte cther Imperialist ccurtiies
are joirirg thece treaties  Allthese ccvern—
merts hke thcse of tte P WEs are rct servirg
the ceuse of world peace, cisernenert cr peo-
ple’'s basic interests.

When corsecutive Ircdien geverrmerts re-
fused to sign these treatics &s they co rot
constructively teke up tle questicn of ruclear
disarman ent the revoluticrary Jeft fcrces sup-
rerted ilhis sterd even while ttcicichly cppo-
sirg the co-called geaceful viilisaticr of ru-
clear erergy, ard their irterticrs fcr heepirg
the cgpticrs cpen for ccirg fcwercs ruclear
aiman ert in the name of 'naticral interests’.

With Pokhran 1l this situaticn has also
changed. On the ore hard the Veajpayee gov-
ernmert went for nuclear jirgoism, On the
other, it is gettirg ready to surrercer belore
U S imperlalists and sign the CTBT in its pre-
sent form.

So it is now the task of the revolutionary

feft to raise the banner of opposition to the
CTBT higher, and unite all progressive forces
for global nuclear disarmament. The environ-
mentalists and the peaceniks do not realise
the significance of this task as they see prote-
ction of environment, world peace and disat-
mament in abstract. They do not see the
nuclear hegemony of U S Imperlalists and others.
as part of the contradiction between imperi-
alism and world people. Today the struggle
for nuclear disarmament, for world peace, for
environmental protectlon and against all dis-
criminating unequal treatles are part of the stru-
ggle ajainst imperlalist system and for peo-
ple's emancipation. So the abstract calls of
environmetalists and peaceniks for signing NPT,
CTBT like treaties in effect degenerate to
ultimately scrving the Imperialist system itself.

Today it is the task of the revolutionary-
left forces tc mobilise all progressive, demo-
cratic, patriotic forces to stand for global nu-
clear disarmament, and as a part of it to uncom-
promisingly oppose the nuclear jingoism of the
Vajpayee government on the one hand, and its
helnous move to surrender nakedly before US
Imperialists and sign the discriminatory CTBT
on the other.

In this task they are sure to get active
support and co-operation of broad sections of
people. Following Pokhran II not only the wor-
king class and other toiling masses, large number
of scientists, engineers, intellectuals and other
such sections came forward to expose the ps-
uedo claims of the nuclear-defence establish-
ments and the Sangh Parivar. Expressing dis-
may, shock, anguish and bitter opposition to
Pokhrar 11 tests, they declared themselves aga-
inst the discriminatory attitude, arm-twisting
tactics and nuclear hegemony of the nuclear
powers, and supported the hitherto Indian
stand of refusing to sign NPT and CTBT like
unequal treaties. All these show that unlike
what is propagated by the imperialist propag-
andists, the comprador forces and their apo-
logists eof various brands, vast sectlons of
people are opposed to nuclear jingolsm and
signing of discriminatory CTBT.

In this situation the revolutionary left for-
ces should launch consistent struggle in con-
tinuation to the countrywide campaign they
organised against the Pokhran II blasts and the
chauvinist frenzy whipped up by the Sangh
Parivar following it for exposing and defeating

all heinous moves to make India a signatory in
the CTABT.
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On the Class Character of Rich Peasants,
Or, Should We Align with the Rich Peasant Lobby

The question of characterisation of national
bourgeoisie is a much debated one among the
leit forces. The positions vary from that of
extreme sectarlans who do not see any national
bourgeolsie In India on the one hand, te that
of CPI-CPI (M) like forces and the neo- Trots-
kyist fringe who characterise the whole of Indian
bourgeolsie as national bourgeoisie, of course
with many varlations among them, on the other.
On the early days of Naxalbari movement itself
Charu Majumdar had rejected both fhese posit-
jons. Based on the M. L teachings starting
from Lenin's Colonial Thesls the M-L Mov-
ement characterised the big bourgeoisle and
bureaucrat bourgeolslie as compradors ser-
ving imperialist system, and analysed the
paotloral bourgeoisie. which has to be won
over to the people's demoratic front, as
very weak under conditions in the countries
under Imperialist domination. CM had pionted
out the varlous ways through which the nati-
onal bourgeoisie is dominated by and compelled
to support the comprador sections in present
situation. Thus opposing both sectarian and
revisionist positions M L forces stand for est-
ablishing the leadership of the proletariat in the
N D R, for building up worker—peasant alliance,
and for building up the P D F based on it, in-
cluding sections of this national bourgeoisie
through a process.

On the question of rich peasants also such
a struggle had taken place and it has achieved
more importance tocday. At the time of Naxal-
bari itself transformation in the mode of produ-~
ction in the agricultural {ield was taking place
at an accelerated pace. The emergence of rich
peasant class was noted, and in the then docu-
ments it was pointed out that a sectlon of them
can be won over to the PDF. But since the
question of changes taking place in agrarian
sector itself was not taken up for serious study,
and feudalism was earmarked as the principal
target, approach to this question was not given
much importance. Under sectarian influence the
whole tactical line was reduced to 'apnihilation
line’ by mobilising landless and poor peasants
against the feudal landlords,

Following the severe setback suffered by

the ML. movement in early seventies itself, when:
the movement splintered to many groups, prac-
tically all of them took up rectification of the
1970 tactical line, of course based on different
approaches. But these rectifications remained
more or less superficlal, or partlal or confined
to certain changes in the forms of organisation:
and forms of struggle only as there was no
effort to go In to the source of the deviations In.
the tactical lire, or to the. source of the sect-
arian mistakes, bzsed on a concrete analysis
of the concrete situation. In additlon to these
basic wepknesses In whatever rectifications
were taken up, the influence of the class-coll-
aborationist ‘Fheory of Three Worlds' put for-
ward in the 1lth Congress of. the.  CPC in
1977 as the ’'general line of the International
proletariat’ by the capitalist-roaders who usur-
ped power immediately following Mao's death
in 1976 was also profound. The cumulative
effect of the negative reaction to earller sect-
arian mistakes, influence of the TWT, and impact
of strong petti-bourgeois anarchist, tendencles.
was that the proletarian class line was aband-
oned to a large extent, the importance of theo-
retical development according to the changes
in the concrete conditlons was down-graded,
and influence of class-collboratioinst tendencies.
strengthened.

The post-1947 period witnessed many ch-
anges in the agrarlan sector. Zamindarl system:
was ended and at Jeast token land reforms were
implemented bringing changes in land relations
in many areas. The numerous land struggles
launched by left forces compelled the ruling
system to initiate these land reforms. There
was another more Important reason for initating
land reforms. Under imperialist dictations the
Green Revolution was launched In India also.
It called for emergence and consolidation of a
landlord class directly engaged in forming uti-
lising modern farm equipments and technology
and who link production with market system.
So the land reforms were not primarily based
on ‘land to the tiller’ concept, but was aimed
at the creation of a new class of landlords cap-
able of cartying forwaid the Green Revoution,
so that agricultural sector also could be bro-
ught under the sway of capital and market.
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Communalising Education

The Sangh Parivar is utilising all opportuni-
‘tles to push through their 2g2ndain all possible
fields. Rather, they are in a hurry to prove to
their diehard followers what they can expect
from'a Rama Rajya.

Take for example recent held state educa-
tion' ministers conference. Murali Manohar Jo-
shi-Uma Bharathi team leading the ministry of
Human Resources and Development had done®
their home work thoroughly. They wanted it to
start with Saraswati Vandana. Then an RSS
ideologue on education Chitiangla will address
it as expert 'to’ téeach the ministers how they
should ' Indianise and spiritualise *‘education.
That all these agendas could not be fully mate
rialised this time due to opposition by minist-
ers from non - BJP states should be little com-
fort to progressive secular forces.' Through
ABVP anditeachers parishad RSS has already

launched an extensive campaign in education
field to /ndianise 1t in the way BJP government
Indianised ICHR earlier.

A major offensive is called for to expose.
the RSS game-plan. It can be done only if this
so-called Indianisation can be exposed by sho-
wing it as a cover to Implement IMF-WB dictates
in the education field Consclously the debate
Is diverted from the so-called literacy campaign
which is already a still born child in most areas,
and the DPEP started this year In 150 districts
which are almed at depriving the children from
the backward sections even the little education
facilities they are getting today under WB dict-
ates, by introducing new controversies like
singing of Saraswati Vandana etc.

The progressive forces should work hard
to raise the debate from anti-imperiaiist patrio-
tic positions to defeat the RSS' game-plan. @

By early 1980s a powerful class of rich pe-
asants emerged. Rather they became the po-
werful section among big landlords. Alongwith
this the contradiction between the big bourg-
eols-bureaucrat-big traders section mainly con-
trolling the Indian State and this powerful rich
peasant or kulak or landlord lobby also surfaced
as the latter started rafsing their demands for
more subsldies on the one hand and better pri-
ces for agricultural products on the other. It
was at this time powerful rich peasant moveme-
nts led by SharadJoshi in Maharashtra, Narayana
Swamy in TN, Nanjunda Swamy in Karnataka,
Mahendra Singh Tikayat in UP etc. came up.
As a reflection of this contradiction and utilising
national sentiments in a sectarian way Khallstan
like movements also surfaced

This contradictian surfaced and got inten-
sified from 1980s was baslcally a contradiction
among the comprador ruling classes, with the
newly emerged powerful rich peasant lobby bar-
gaining for better share of the loot and power.
As the liberalisation and entry of MNCs started
4his section started collaborating with them
.more and more.

But as a result of the Influence of the vari-
.ous alien lendencies mentioned earller, most of
.the M-L forces falled to analyse tha class chara-
_cter of the emerging rich peasant section and the

movements coming up as a reflection of it. Both’
the rightist as well as sectarian trends fell vic-
tims to this mistake. Though with different int-
erpretatlons, both these trends started suppor-
ting the rich peasant movements, some even
trailing behind them. In this process some of
these splinter groups got ligaidated. Many of
the former revolutionary activists got degenera-
ted to open petti bourgeols positions, cr even
ruling class positlons.

If this is what happend in the 1980s, today
the situation is more serious. With liberalisation/
globalisation reaching unprecedented levels,
the changes taking place in the agrarian sector
has also intensifled Land accumulation is pro-
moted eve-ywhere. The rich peasant class has
proliferated. They are now producing not only
for internal market, but more and more for inte-
rnationnal market. The big landlords are beco-
ming predominantly comprador agricultural bo-
urgeolsie evenwhlie feudal remnants are survi-
ving In some areas,

But all the orgainsations pre occupied by
thelr theory of ‘feudalism as the principal contr-
adiction_’ have totally falled to recognise these
changes. They refuse to recognise the changes
in class relations, to make a new class analysis
and to develop the understanding about the
agrarlan revolution according to concrete condi-
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On Udham Singh Nagar and Uttaranchal

On the question of Udham Singh Nagar
district-whether to Include it in the newly for-
med Uttaranchal or retain it in UP - a major
dispute is taking place with Akali Dal threatening
to withdraw ~support to BJP government on it.
Actually not only this Issue, but the entire que-
stion of formation of so -.called smaller states
calls for a serisus national debate. This has
achieved added significance with the BJP's call
for doing away with linguistic states, and even
some progressive or ‘revolutionary’ forces ext-
ending support to breaking up linguistic states
in the name of economic backwardness of some
regions like Telangana or Vidarbha. Al these
moves are either revanchist, reformist or opp-
ortunist, They have nothing to do with the
democratic slogan of right of self-determination
of all nationalities and unification of India based,
on this principle. Often such positions are pro-
pagated by forces who even deny the multinat -
ional character of India, and who contmuously
strike evan at the existing federal charact‘er
Udham Singh Nagar is a good example of thelr
anti-people and oppoartunist approach to thls
basic democratic question.

This district comparises of the fertile Terai
region (n U P linking the Gangatic plaia with
Himalayan ranges ltis only 22 kn in width and
mare than 150 km in length  This was a den of
teudal exploitation for long years. And it has
a history of many anti-feudal struagles led by
the undivided CP{ Follawing Naxalbari once
azain Lakhimpuc - Kheri bz2camz famous for
aati-feudal mavenents. It was following this,

jtons of today. As aresult some of them have
started trailing behind the rich peasant lobby
led by Mahendra Singh Tikayat like leaders.
This Is a serlous deviation.

Winning over patriotic sectlons or elements
among the rich peasants alongwith genuine nat-
donalist sections of the bourgeolsie to the peo-
ple’s democratic front led by the proletariat In
this stage of NDR Is basically different from
trailing behind the rich peasant lobby as some
sections are now doing. This deviation should
‘be fully exposed and fought agalnst.

—Kartihik

In the name of rewarding the retired ‘heroes’ of
1971 Biagladash War, [ndiraGandhi government
decided to allot large plots of Teral land to ret-
Ired army officers. With this the old landlords
and the new landlords occupied the whole region
building up large farms fully mechanisad and
utillsing modern ageicultural methods, In this
process they gobbled up the land belonging to
Tharus, the origlnal inhabitants of this area, the,
poor peasants, and the forest land after indis-
crininately cutting down and selling the trees.
While the state machinery fully supported their
criminal conquest by sharing the loot, goonda
forces were employed to terrorise the poor
peasantry and tribals who were reduced to mere
farm workers with paltry wages. Not only many.
bureaucrats, many political leaders of UP and
Punjab arz owning farms there. All land reform
acts and acts concerning non-alienation of tri-
bal lanis were/are nakedly violated here. Inst-
ead of land listribution, extreme land accumul-
ation is the ruling trend here There is a sharp.
class division betwzan rich landlocds and farm
warkers,

The communal Akali Dal is oppasing inclu-
sion of this district in Uttaranchal bzcause it
fears its props, tha rich [andlords, will be adver-
sz2ly affacted by the adninistration of a state
waich is gatng t> bz pred>ninaatly inhabited
by middlz pzasants and ahbo-iginal szctlons, lts
position reflects not the interasts of the people
as it repeats, but of the rich lindlord lobby So
the susport extended to Akali Dit's denand oy
CPI (V) general secretary Surjeet shows to what
extent this leadership has also> degenerated.

While the rich landlord lobby and its supp-
orters are very actlve to protect its interests,
the plight of the farm workers and the aborigi-
nals are not raised by any of the contending
parties. Same was the debate about Hardwar
district also. UP fought and won Hardwar for
it by arguing that It has spent huge sums
for the hydel projects there, and so 1t should
get the revenue from it. On a larger scale, in
the debate for Uttaranchal, its present protago-
nists have not explalned how the formation of
the new state will help the extremely backward
people there, who constitute vast majority. Un=
der the present ruling system the new state Is
neither going to solve the chronic uneven dev-
elopment which is an Integral part of neocolo-
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Advani to Surjeet Unite on Amartya Sen

The declaration of the Swedish Acedemy

{kat Br. An artva Se¢rn is nominated fcr Nobel

prize for ecorciiles this year has ¢lated mary
inIrdta. A dieat elfcrt Is on to present it as a
great glory lor India;, and that Amartye Senis
d vota1y ol the poor. Se, media, political partles
ard elite ércups are competirg with each cther
{6 eulogise Anartya Sen. In this flood of gros
pagaerda even many 61 the progressive forces
are belng led astray. So an indepth discussien
on the basic cutlock of this Notel laureate en
guestions of ideolcgy and political ecoremy are
called for,

Atartya Sen Is an open advocate of ‘'cepi-
f4llsm with keman face’. After rcmiraticn for
Netel prize he stated i an interview that Le is
{or ‘literalisation/globalisation’ with sccial sec-
urity belt'. That 1s, as he had wrilien vividly in
his tecks publiskhed two decades ago ard In the
articles ol the past he is for meretarist policles,
tut of ccvrce with scme ferm cf 'timwen face’,
that is previdirg ¢écmwething to apresse the imp-
overisted masses, In chort, he was ard s aluays

an advccate cf imperialist econcmic policies,

nisation, rcr solve ihe basic problems cf the
moesses. This can te well urderstocd if we
recollect that mcre then tbe ureven develep-
nert a1d jeverty cf tbe matscs, it was the
ricpcsed cquota of reservetion {fer btackward
cecticrs which teceme the inmediate provocat-
jen fcr Ltterehbard egitaticn frem the beginning
of this cecace,

Tius, like tte fcymaticn ¢f Uttaranchal un-
der presert rulirg system s rct colrg 1o be a
soluticn to colve recple’s rreblens, tke cont-
roversy raised arcurd Lchem Sirgh Nagar is
ertirely fcr the class irterests of rich landiords.
Ultinr ately, in the fprecert sitvation, all these
neasures ard cortrcversies crly serve the in-
terests of tteulirg classes as they make the
pecple ccrfueed ero diviced.

Tte 1ecigoriseticn ci the states should be
tased cr the richt i self - cefermiraticn of all
paticralities erd cr the pretecticn of the demo-
cratic 1ickts cf all eberigirels.  The delimitation
of tcurceries cf states also shcuid be In con-
forniy, with this taslc epprcach Irstead of
these, arbitrary measures for fermatior of rew
states c1e teher, er1d ccrircversies are rcked
upintteirtcigsts of therulirg classes. What
Is repeatediy socriliced is pecple's inierests.

that Is, basically an advocate of the political
economy of the calpitalist—Imperialist system.
The basiec outlook of his thecry of welfare eco-
notrics ts nothing different.

He was ornce @ ehamplon of ‘Kerala model’.
This «was a madel projected by the imperi-
altst Ideolegues and sccial demrocrats.  They
argued that the growth of seciakservices in:
Kerata show that without basic changes in the
soclal system including revolutionisation of pr-
oductlon relations big advarces can be made in
the life of people Or It was projected as a wo-
del {or the ‘Third WMorld' countries. Amartya
Sen became an advocate of this pesitien. The
later developmenrts in Kerala including the allre~
und crisls faced by the ecorcmic, political, soc-
ial, cultural ilelds these have exfosed this
Imperialist propsgatten of ‘Kerala model’.

For Advani, the RJP leader, Amartya Sen’s
Is a laudable outlook. Quoting him, Advani told
the FICCl delegates cn 25 Octoter that there are
majcr galns to be achieved from globalisation,
if It is lirked with social opporiunities ior the
masses. This is Advani's brand of globalisation
rooted in ‘Swadeshi'.

On the other side, CPI (M) leadership has
lauded Amartya Sen profusely for putting for-
ward ‘'welfare econemics’, For those like Surjeet
who applaud what Dengists do In China In the,
name of 'market socialism’, Amaitya Senbecom-
es one amonrg them. It is but natural,

- So while theoreticlans of Sangh Parivar and
CP1 (M) comretes to laud Sen, it is the respon-
sibility of those uwho oppose the capitallst
im perialist system, of those who stard by the
socialist alternative to expose the ‘imperialist
welfare economics’ of Amartya Sen.

"It is not accidental that he s elected for
Nobel prize this year. The monetarist policies
impléemented during last two decades through
IMNF-WB dictated liberalisation / globalisation
regime is under fire everyuwhere aiter the inten-
sifying crisis in bofh imperialist courtries ard
neocolories This vear WB's wor/a develop-
nent ieport has already called for some social
welfdre belt to whitewash the monetarist polic-
les. So, It is but ratural that its able advocate
is awarded this year, when the imperialists are
tryirg to prolorg their hedemony by corfusirg
the masses projectirg thelr system smartly co-
vered by a thin veneer of welfare policies.
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Balance sheet of Liberalisation-Globalisation:
IMF Paints Grim Picture of Global Economy

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has
painted an exceedingly grim picture in its latest
“World Economic Outlook”, which gives the
unhappy news that “international economic and
financial conditions have deterlorated consid-
erably in recent months ss recessions have
deepened in many Asian emerging market eco-
nomies and Japan, and as Russia's flnancial crisis
has raised the spectre of default.”

The World Economic QOutlook (WEO) has
now revised its world growth figures downward
to just 2 percent. A full percentage point less
than it expected iIn the May 1998 projection,
“‘Chances of any slgnificant improvement in 1999
have also diminished and the ricks of a deeper,
wider and more prolonged downturn have esc-
alated,” the report said.

The latest WEO contains hardly any ray of
hope. “Considerable uncertainty remains about
the near-term outlook', it said. Even the re-
vised projections are based on the assumption
that financial market confidence in the Asian
crisis economies will gradually return during the
remainder of 1998 and 1999, as cruclalreforms
are implemented.

If Japan implements its planned fiscal st-
imulus and undertakes banking sector restru-
cturing measures, and emerging market interest
spreads aradually decline, the IMF feels it can
cautiously consider a scenario in which the glo-
bal economy will gradually recover in the course
of 1999 andreturn to trend growth 2000.

But then the WEO gets cold feet and warns
that “indeed, a significantly worse outcome is
clearly possible: The potential for a broader
and deeper ecaonomic downturn stems from a
multitude of inter - related risks that make the
current economlc situation unusually fragile
Many of these risks are retated to developments
in international capital markets, including the
danger of a prolonged retreat by International
investors and banks from emerging markets,
widespread financing difficulties, threats to in-
ternational payments and associated disruptions
to trade, and further declines in stock markets
and other asset prices, with attendant losses
of financial wealth and contraction of consum—
ption and investment worldwide.”

WEQO cautions that in all countries. it is
particularly Important that the difficult external
environment does not lead to defensive cxch-
ange rate and trade actions with negative in-
ternational consequences or to market-closing
measures that would threaten countries’ longer—
term economic prospects..... :

The report acknowledges that the crisis in
East Asia Is unique In that it “fused a currency
crisis, banking crisls and a reglonal financial
panic into a particularly virulent strand of eco-
nomic malady.”

Meanwhile, the need for the IMF to engage
In regular consultations with the private finan-
clal community to address systemic global fin-
ancial issues as well as specific country situ-
ations was emphasised here yesterday by Mr Ch-
arles Dallara, managing director of the Institute
of International Finance (lIF).

Mr. Dallara was speaking at a Press confer-
ence to present the 1IF’s policy letter to mini-
sters of Finance and Central Bank Governors
and to release IIF forecasts on private capital
flows to emerging markets. The I1IF Is a global
association of financial Institutions, with over
300 members Including the world’s leading pri-
vate sector financial firms.

The IIF proposed that the IMF should Invo-
lve the private sector at an early stage when a
countty appeared to be moving towards crlsis
and when it was still possible to act to reduce
the danger and avert the crisis. Further, when
a crisis appeared Iimminent, the IMF should
work closely with private financial firms to ass-
ess the prospects {or private financing in sup-
port of credible adjustment programmes. Mr Da
llara noted that the Bretton Woods system
to open trade and capital flows was tacing its
greatest challenge. A major decline in net pri-
vate capital flows to the leading emerging mar-
ket economles was taking place.

According to NF forecasts, the total net
private capital flows to 29 leading emerging ma-
tket economles—including India and China—
will fall to about 2160 billion from §240 billlon
last year and a record of close to $300 billion
In 1996. The Institute expects the 1999 volume
to stabilise around the 1998 level. The fall
reflects both the direct impact of the financial

{contd P 18)
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Delhi:

Garment Work'ers Prepare For
Struggle

With the Introduction of so-called ‘export
orlented developmenlt’ inaugurated alongwith
liberalisation-globalisation polices top. priority
is provided to different export sectors including
the garments sactor by central and state gover -
nments.. Numerous incentives are provided to
the exporters. In all major cities and Industrial
towns like Tiruppur in TN the crop of new rich
sections are mainly from this class. While this
class is amassing fabulous waalth whether in ga-
rments, diamonds or other sectors, the millions
of workers employed under then are among one
of the most opprassed, exploited and unorgani-
sed sections A study of any arza where the
export units are conzentrated will reveal this

Withia Dzlhi there are t1o1s513nds of garm-
ent units most of them export-aoriented. It is
2stimated that about 60,000 workers are emplo -
yed in them Onlyin few of them the workers
get normal benefits enjoyed under present trade
union laws. Vast majority of these workers are
contract workers Even after 7 or 8 years of
continuous work th2y are not regularised. Mini-
mum wages act, ESI benefits, workmen's com-
pensation act, overtime benefits etc are allen to
them. When the units get more expoart orders
the workers are compelled to work even 15
hour even on sundays, that s withaut holidays,
at nominal wages. And when orders are reduced
they become unemployed. The established TU
centres are not interested to organise them.
Most of these workers do not have even any
valid papers The labour department is silenced
by the managements through bribes

After making a preliminary study of the wo-
«king conditions In this sector the TUCI suppor

ters have started establishing contacts with
these workers In diffetent parts of Delhl. As a
result they have succeeded in forming the first
TU unit in Raisl Garments In Western Delhi
whick employs 150workers. A 19 member comm-
ittee ic formed with com Rajiv as pre sident and

‘News from States

com. Vednath as secretary. All 150 workers have
become members of this unit which is organised
under Delhi Garments Employees Union.

TUCI, Delhi Committee has decided to str—
uggle for the general demand of abolition of con~
tract labour system. At the same time a demand
notice is being prepared highiighting the urgent
and long-term demands of the garments workers.
With the formal inauguration of the union in
November, a campalign followed by struggle to
achieve these demands shall be taken up. ’

The Agitation of
Private Hospital Workers

Rising discontentment among the woarkers
in the health sector over the anti-labour systems
and poor warkiag conditions is gztting hardzned
day-by-day as more and more hospital woarkers
take to agitation against haspital authorities
and government. Among the private hospitals
that have taken to open revolt are Mool Chand
and Apollo hospitals of Delhi, Over 3,000 work-
ers Including nurses are on the streets prolest-
ing against contract labour system and demand -
ing better pay packagss commensurate to Fifith
Pay Commission. But the attitude of the gove-
roment and the hospital authorities towards the
agitatlng workers' demands is highly deplorable
and irresponsible.

The growing agitation in the private hospit-
als is bound to become widespread and intens-
ive unless anti-labour practices Ilke contract
labour system is immediately abolished. Mass
retrenchment, tortuous and unsafe working con-
ditions and poor wages is rampant In most of
the private hospitals of Delhi, including
Apollo hospital where the government has big
financial stake. At a time when the govt. has
falled In providing basic medical services to mill-
ions of poor people of the country through its
poorly run hospitals and public health centers,
the shift In the government's interest to associ-
ate with highly expensive super speciality hosp-
itals for the elite class cannot be justified. Mo-
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reover, utter neglect towards public health syst-
em amounts to serious offence by the govern-
ment of a democratic country, which is generous
to offer acres of prime lands for Re. 1 to big
corporates like Apollo So is government's sil-
ence a public offence when it refrains from tak-
ing ac¢tion against Mool Chand hospital authorit-
ies for the illegal closure. And it is for the gov-
ernment to explain to the public its anti-people,
anti- worker, and anti-democratic disposition.
Instead of taking actlon against the illegal closu.
re'and other actlvities of the hospital manage-
ments the state mechlnery lathicharged the agit-
ating workers. o

The agitations of the workers of Ap>llo and
Mool Chand is slgnificant as it openly resists the
imperialist interventions in the health sector by
saying no to contract labour system. The trade
unions of the private hospitals have taken the
right decision to combine their forces to voice
their concern on a single platform to fight for
their rights. J 00

TUCI (Ttade Union Centre of Indiaj uncon-
ditionally supported the ongoing agitation of
the workers of Apollo Workers Union and Mool
Chand Workers Unlon And appreciated the
efforts of the unions of the private hospitals to
come together to wage a common battle against
the unfair lasour practices ia the health sector
by: the government and the management. [t
called upon the government to immediately int-
ervene in the labour dispute of Mool Chand and
Apollo hospital and to settle it in absolute fav-
our of the workers. TUCI expressed its solida-
rity to all the agitating workers in thelir struggle
against the oppressive system of tne manage-
ment and the government. As a part of the ca-
mpaiga TUCI has prapared a bilingual pamphlet
in English and Hindi and circulated in thousands
amonij the nurses, hospital workers and the
common people.

Karnataka:
Protest Dharna in front of

District Colloctorates

Foeussing on slogans like bring down prices
of essential commodities, scrap privatisation of
Karnataka Electricity Board, dlstribute govern-
ment land to landless and poor peasants,
provide compensation to peasants for crop-
damages etc hundreds of peasants and youth

demonstrated and organised dharna in front of
collectorates at Mysore, Bellary and Raichur on
25th September under the leadership of RCSS.

At Mysore com. Somaiah Malliyur inaugur-
ated the dharna In which large number of pea-
sants participated. At Bellary com D. H. Poojar
and at Raichur comn. Huligappa Bedigar inaug-
urated the dharna. The dharnas concluded
with public meetings addressed by RCS> leaders
in which hundreds of people attended.

Hatti goldmine workers demonstrate

On 29th September more than 200 workers
of Hatti gold mines demonstrated in front of the
adminlstrative office of the mines agalast for-
cible retrenchment of workers in the name of
vcluntary retirement scheme {VR3) under the
leadership of TUCI Lingsugur taluka comnittee
(Raichur district). The demonstration was led
by comrade Chinnappa, TUCI district committee
secretary., The demonstration concluded in a
public meeting attended by more than 500
workers. It was addressed by com. Basav-
alingappa, district connittee secretary of
CPI (ML) Red Flag. The woarkers unjon has
decided to continue the strugyle azalast the
VRS scheme.

Tamil Nadu :
Solidarity Campaigyia Sipdort
of Apollo Workars

Supporting the month -lorg strujgle of the
Apollo hospital workers of N2w Dalhi solidarlty
campalgn was launched bzfore Apollo Haspital,
Chennai by T U C | activists. Raising slogans
like Support Delhi Apollo Workars Struggle,
Organise Solidarity Actions, Expose Anti-Wor«
ker Poitcies of Apollo Management, Down with
Contract Labour System effective postering was
done. TUCI actlvists went to residences of Ch-
ennail Apollo workers and explained why the
Delhl Apollo workers are on strike. If the man-
agement do not take initiative to settle the strike
acceding to the demands of the workers, TUCI
Chennal committee has declded to carry forw-
ard the solidarity actions more vigorou,ly.
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Kerala:
STRUCGLE AGAINST ENRON
GETS STRENGTHENED

As a part of the struggle against the entry
of the Americer MMC, Erton into the power se-
ctor of Kerala, Yuvajanavedl, the revolutionary
youth organisation held a militant Enron March
to the newly opered office of the MNC at
Pallikkunnu in Kavrur on 22nd of Cctober. The
march of mcre then £CO ccnrades was blocked
by police et scme 2(0 yards anay from the te-
mporary office of Enron. While addressing the
public meetirg held at the spot where the march
was blccked Cam: K. T. Kunjikkannan, president
of Yuvajerevedi declared that the Erron would
not Le allcwed to get into the rover sector of
the state,

It was durirg the Congress led UDF regime
i{hat a pcwer furchase agreement was signed
between ike state govt. and KFP Nemblar who
was the spersor of Epron. The fact that the
real icrce behird Nembiar is the MNC Enron
was kept s a secret by the state Govi. 1t is
cnly aiter the CFM led LDF  cane to pouwer In
16¢6 that it has ccme out ogen. The progress-

-ive {forces of the siate Including Yuvajanavedi
czme fcrward to oppose the govt declsion to
allcw Erron to function in the state As the
agitaticn got strengthened: the CPM led govt,
Ceclered that it would not permit tte MNC to
erier irto the pcwer sector of the state (Ked
Star June 1998).

Put the CFM led siate govt. was actually
mekirg plans to go forward with the power pur-
ctose sgreement with the Erron backed KPP
Nen biar in the name of linding a permanent
sclutcn to the power shortage in the state. It
wase in such a situation that Yuvajanavedi revi-
ved tte stivggle agalnst the entry of Enron.
{Eed Stor Cetcber €8y,

Furdreds of public meetings were organised
es part of the cam paign. Cempalgn teams from
24 cifierent certies of the state travelled thro-
tchout the lergih ard breadih of the state ard
cerverced ir Karrur on 21st of October A pu-
‘blic neetirg was orgarised there which was
addrested ty roted envitornmental actlvists and
Yuvajanavedi leaders.

While addressing the public meeting held

after the police blocking the march Com: K. T.
Kunjikkannan exposed the CPM’'S stand on the
issue of allowing entry to Enron. He called upon
all the progressive and democratic sections to
come forward to resist the entry of Enron which
has a criminal record in many parts of the world.
Comrades P. S. Rajagopalan, K. G. Santhosh
Kumar, and V. K Balraj of KVS also  spoke in
the meeting.

Meanwhile some comrades who barged into
the Enron office braving the police securlty bla-
ck washed the office name board and walls.
They were later arrested by the police.

Yuvaj: navedi declared its programme to go
forward with the strugagle against the MMNCs ard
imperialist forces joining hands with all progre-
ssive minded people ard the march was an Indi-
catlon that the struggle against the MNC has
much support of various sections of the peaple.

(From P 15)

crises in Russia and Asia, and consequentiai
effects tranemitted through the financial
markets.

According to IIF, lending by private credi-
tors Is projected to fall to §42 billion In 1998,
fromg97 billion In 1697 and §180 billion in 1996,
net lending by commercial banks is projected
at about zero this year as mnet repayments by
Asian econcmies otlset positive lendirg to em-
erging market ecoromies elsewhere.

The forecasts irdicate a sharp decline in
pet portfolio equity flows to emergirg markets
this year at close to collar 11 billion atter dollar
25 billion in 1997 and dollar 33 billion In 1996.
There is expected to be some recovery to dollar
18 billlon next year

{Hindustan Times, October 1)
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‘Orissa

Police perpetrates a reign of injustice on the
people of Gopalpur

Citizens Committee Report on Police Repression of Agitating People

The citizens committe headed by the Octa-
genarlan freedom fighter Manmohan Chidudhary
which enquired into the police repression of the
struggling people of Chamakhandi near Gopalpur
port in Ganjam district of Orissa brought out
its report in last July. The team which enquired
the matter collected evidences from hundieds
of villagers, police personnel and govt officlals
and came to the conclusion that the police and
officials of the district administration have used
.undue force and unjustifiable means of suppre-
ssion against the villagers. :

The people ¢f Chamakhandi and 'adjoinieg

areas are struggling for the last three years to
resist the eviction of them from their  villages
and fields forcibly to facilitate TISCO to install
a 10m. ton mega steel,project and Chamakhandi,

While the Govt have given permiscsion 'to .

TISCO to install the malticrore steel project at
Chamakhandi ‘nobody bothered to discuiss the
matter with the people of the locality who are
going to be evicted or to ensure any kind of
viable and proper rehablilitation of the displaced
peaple The state Govt. which s very much
eager to protect the interests of the TISCO
rather than that of the people permitted to ev.
acuate 25.000 people belonging to 25 villages.
The foundation stone of the ptant was laid on
30th of Dezcember 1995, But from that very day
itself people of the area, mainly farmers have
been agitating under the leadership of Gana
Sangram Samiti against the displacement from
their fertlle land yielding three crops. The total
area of land proposed to be acquired by TISCO
was 6,500 acres and It Is one of the most [ertile
area of the state where mango, jackfruit, coco-
nut, plneapple, cashew, and the most valuable
keoda are cultivated besides paddy. The yield
of paddy per acre of this area is the highest In
the state.

Eventhough the vast majority of people of
this area were agitating continuously to resist
eviction and to protect their only livelihood, the
fertile land, the govt. Is not paying heed to their
protests. Insteadly it is in hand in glove with
the Tata company to suppress the people’s agl-

tation ruthlessly, The agitation and the police
suppression are cotninuing for the last three
years Latihicharge, firing, arrests, detention,
implication In false cases, torture, destruction
of crops, and [orcible eviction are being resorted
to by the police and admlnistration to suppress
the struggling peopte and to bring them in way.

In the course of this, state repression the
police agaln committed excesses and used brute
force on the people of Sindhigaon on June 17,
1998 A large contingent of police pooled from
various other parts of the state was used tocre=
ate arwar like situation in Sindhlgaon, Barricades
made of sand bags were erected at every possi-
ble place in the village. Armed police took po-
sition betind the birricades to make the unar-
med poor villagers panfc. ST

it wrs [n such a sityation eminznt citizens
from vacious parts of the state, incluading tne
vateran freeds n fighter Minnohan Caowdnary,
Pradyunia Bal (E litor, Prazativadl), Adv: Guru
Mshanty (P JCL), Gangathar Panigrani, Adw
Biswapriva Kinung> aporoached the chlef Just-
ice of Orissa High court ani reqieted to inter~
vene in thz ‘matter. The High Court ordered
nat to evict the people ot the affected  area
without following tne due process of law A citis
zens team comnorising thz i3yve sail peoole
wis formed and it was decided to make an inn-
edlate and datalled on tha spot assessment of
the situatian Thz tean visited Sindhigaon, Kak-
ipalli, Cnanikhandi, Bedaputi and other villages
'on 23th of Juae and brought out its report.

The report says that the forcible occupat-
jon of the verandas of the 'village houses and
the village community hall on 17th June by the
police was highly objectionable. Police occupled
the vitlage school by force to make thelr camp.
The local people brought to the ‘attention of
the citizens team that the District Collector who
had glven leadership to the ‘operation’ was
high!y audacious to deciare that they had come
to perpetrate injustice and to kiil.

The police erected barricades, cordoned
off the village and obstructed all the pathways

J==5
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In Memory of Com. Nagbhushan Patnaik

Ccem. Negthuthan Patralk who passed away on 9th October was a leading Conmunist

revolutiorery who pleyed a siarificent role in ike movemert followirg Nexaiberi stiuggle

He was

implicated In mary cases arnd had to urdergo impriscrment for lorg years. CPI(MLyRED FLAG
expresses its hezrtfelt soricw at the demise of Com, Nzgbhushan Patnaik and extends revolutionary

greetings in his memory.

New Delhi
11 October.

K. N, Ramachandran,
All India Secretary,
C. P. 1. (M.L) Red Flag,

CPI (ML) Fed Flag TN State Committee Fays tribute

Cem. Negthushan Patnaik passed away at 10.30 p.m cn Octoter 9 in the intensive care unit

of Sri Remactardran Fosgital, Chernai.

Sreakirg at the cerdolerce meetirg heldat Chenral on 10th October, Com. L. Govindaswamy,

PI Ty D_J

-

secreiary, |

-y PR = L 4 & S e A S 3 : Clao ald ¢8cdbadac 230 dba evornvery o o Nonkbickaw
N steie ccirmiiiee, Lri (WiL) n€d 018§ Faid iiiclites 10 fne MEimoiy G LI, shafuallisnain,

Ccm. Ccvirdeswiny rementercc Com. Negkltusten's rcle ir the Nexalbari movemrert erd
stated thet like the departure of Ccm. Souren Bose ayear ago the passirg away of Cem, Nagbhhushan

is a tig Icss to the revolutionary left movement.

t0 erd frcm 1he villege. The people were prev-
erted even fiem eprioechirg the orly village
pcrd 1o tzke water. People were lathicharged,
teer gos shells were exploded and the villagers
were {ired at with rutter bullets. More than 10
acres cf larnd wes tulldczeo ard the crop was
cesticyed. The administraticn was  claiming
{h ot they were givirg protection to the people
wlo were willirg to leave their land, The report
roirts cut that the enly scheol in the village is
fercikly corverted a police campand the teac-
hirgs Is totally distupted.

Alorgwith the nsked repression, the govt:

tries to civide the agitating people 1o make the
suppressive measures more eifective. The rep-
o1t seys that no developmental progrénmes are
Inplenerted at the areafor the last three years,
Supply of essential items like sugar, wheat, rice
arnd kerosene s blocked, It serrs that the govt.
is deliberately preventing the implemantation
of all wellare schemes, The report ciles the
incidents in which people were inplicated in fa-
|se cases and subjected to barbaric suppressive

meastures Lczens of people were arrested Ch-
arces of atterrpt to murder, keepirg explcsives
Megally etc: ate used acairt them. The pench-
ayvat office is cornverted to police camp sirnce
4th of Jure in spite of the orprosition of pan-
chavat ccnmittee. Instead of paying attention
to the opinicn of panchayat ccmmittee its sec-
retary is implicated In false cases

The citizers ccnmittee teem said In their
report that the fundemental rights c¢f Ckemra-
khardi, Sirchigéon ard eadjolrirg villages are
grossly viclated bty the police ard acministrat-
fon and it den arded the imnediate suspersion
of the District Collecicr wko has given leader-
ship to the suppressicn. The teem demarced
a judicial erquiry in the mwatter, withdrawal of
all false cases charged against the people and
uuconditional release of all those kept in prison
in this regard. The demands include the with-
drawal ol police forces frcm the area ard pay-
ment of adequate compensation to the deaths
and other excesses committed by the police.
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