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Com. Souren Bose

Com Souren Bose left us on last Au-
gust 17 at Mumbai when he had gone to
attend programmes organised by the
Maharashtra Committee of CPI (ML) Red *
Flag. Com. Souren Bose was a great brid- P
ge linking the glorious late 1960s and
early 1970s when the Communist Revolu -
tionarles all over India uncompromisingly
fought against revisionism and provided
Marxist-Leninist orientation to the revol. ;
utionary movement and launched fierce =/
struggle for overthrowing the reactionary
Indian state in order to build a New Dem-
ocratic India, with the present, when after
repeated setabcks the CRs are engag.
ed in the difficult task of rearganising C+ |
(ML) into real proletarlan vanguard by Y i
rectlfying all sectarian deviations, contin-
uing the struggle against all shades of
cight opportunism and by developing the
basic orientation of the party in the conc-
rete conditions of today, when imperizlist
global system through neocolonial meth-
ods are intensifying the piunder of ihe
world people.

After coming out of the jail for iong
years he did not join any of the CPI (ML)
groups not becavse he was in aryway
irfluenced by the non-party thinking prev-
zlent among many of the earlier CPI
{ML) leaders and cadres, and among
large number of potti-bourgeois elements
He was searching answers for miny ol the
questions he started raising after he bzcame cri
tical about the influence of s2ctarianlsm within
the movement, and especially after the discu-
ssions he held with leadership of the CPC in
1970. Even after CPC openly denounced many
of the positions it had taken in 1959 Ninth C>
ngress in its 1973 Tanth Coagrzss. most o
the groups (n India were not ready even to go
through the criticisms of the CPC leadzrshin
against many of the CPI (ML) positions as they
expressed during the discussions with Com,.
Souren Bose. Even now some of these CPI
{ML) groups refuse to accept the authenticity
of the report on the discussions he held in
Beijing and they even went to the extent of
calling him a ‘counter-revolvtionary’ In the
statements after his death In such an
atmosphere It was very difficult to even
start a discussion on evaluating the positive
-and negative aspects of CPI(ML) experience
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in the present context whon imparialism utili-
§ing neorolonial mztaods s launchirg flerce

counter-revalutionary attacks on vorld people.

He came in coatact wth the litarature of
CPUML) Rad Flag ani started discussions with
its leading cadres only irom 1994. RBut ance
he found that his vie ys are basically in agree-
m2at with the CPI (L) Red'Flag positions he
did not refuse for a moment to join it. Once
he joined the orginisation he started actively
participating in the re -organisation of the party.
Thus he became an inspiratlion to all comnrades.

In his political life as well as in his pers-
onal life he wis one of the finest examples of
Communist cu'ture. [n his totsl involvement
in the Communist movement for a long period
spanning more than five decades he consiste-
ntly advocated for a secialist future and fou-
ght for it He never compromised on principles,

(Contd. P. 23)
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EDITORIAL

On Left Agenda

With the passing of the finance bill the BJP
~led government is slowly consolidating Its-
elf. The ruling classes are happy that their
long-cherished wish of a two party system in
the main at all India level is getting fulfilled
with BJP in power and Congress waiting in
opposition.

Reflecting the wishes of the ruling classes
the Congress leadership has categorically stated
that “it would not pull down the Vajpayee gov-
ernment until it is in position to offer a stable
alternative as It feels that any attempt at topp-
ling the government at this stage would lead to
instability and chaos”’. Though the media is
repeatedly dishing out sensational stories about
differences among the allies of BJP , the ‘real-
politic’ and pragmatism is preventing them from
falling apart. Besides the parties In opposition
except the Left Front are in no hurry to pull
down the Vajpayee government. Though the
hooligan gang of Mulayam and Lalloo talked so
much about pulling down this government while
forming their new alliance, they were indirectly
helping the BJP by staging the drama in the
Lok Sabha to prevent the introduction of Wo-
men’s Reservation Bill. Their social justice
slogan is not even skin-deep. Following Telugu
Desam, Karunanidhi's DMK is also for compro-
mising with the BJP.

That is, though Congress and other parties
in opposition are ready to take over If the
BJP government falls, none of them are oppo-
sing BJP or the hidden agenda of Sangh Par!-
var it Is promoting Ideologically. And as far
as the economic policies are concerned all of
them are on one side, all of them are advocates
of the economic package put forward by the
IMF-WB-WTO trio. Wherever they are in power
they implement them fatthfully. ln suppressing
the toiling masses also there are no basic diff-
erences among them as proved by CPl suppo-
rted Karunanidhl government's POTA bill or
the criminal record of Lalloo and new Rabri Devi
government In Blhar. And as regards their
opposition to open transformation to a fascist

state, the hidden agenda of the Sangh Pativar
and rabid communalisation are concerned, for
the present these partles are not ready to fight
against them except in their electoral battles.

It Is in this context the utter shallowness
of the political agenda of the CPM-CPI led LF
should be seen. Both CPM and CP! leaderships
are repeatedly appealing to Congress leadership
to topple the Vajpayee government and offer
their support for it as they see BJP as the main
threat today. But Congress leadership is not
ready to accept this support unless it Is unco-
nditlonal That is, it demands that CPM and
CPl should further change its economic policies
so that they will not create any difficulties while
the liberalisatlon is further speeded up. So in
spite of repeated requests by the LF, Congress
leadership is in no hurry. It is ready to wait for
the 16th and 17th Congresses of CPM and CPI
to dilute their already social democratic agenda
further.

The basic problem with the CPM, CPI lead -
erships is that because of their social demo-
cratic positlons they refuse to recognise the
relation between fascicisation taking place in the
neocoloines with the iIntensifying imperialist
plunder. They refuse to see that BJP and Con-
gress are two sides of the same coin. So they
are leading the people to despair by repeating
that only Congress can free the country from
the BJP rule In this way both CPM and CPl
are only weakening the possibility for the eme-
rgence of a broad anti Imperialist, antl-fascist
front which can put an end to Sangh Parivar’s
domination and prevent Congress from coming
back to power. Though its possitilities are not
bright at present, only the protracted efforts
to bulld such a front under genuine left leader-
ship with slogans of democracy and socialism
can lead the people farward. The CPM, CPI
leaderships are not ready for it On the cont-
rary they are scuttling it by their sham left
positions. That is why we have repeatedly sta-
ted that while we have to strlve for the broad
unity of all progressive, democratlc, genuine
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Great Success of July 156 Parliament
Dharna: Political assertion of the
revolutionary left forces

When many thousands of Communist Revo-
lutionaries alongwith the working class and
peasantry, among them mainly large contingents
of poor peasants and agricultural workers from
Bthar, AP and' Karnataka, converged in the
Parliament Street on 15 July responding to the
call by six revolutionary left organisations, the
whole street turned red and the trafflc through
this major street was totally paralysed from
10 AMto 6 PM. The dharna and the public
meeting addressed by spokespersons of these
organlsatlons at the culmination of an all India
campaign focussing flve main slogans turned in
to a political assertion by the revoifutionary left
forces against Intensifying neocolonisation which
is devastating the country and throwing the
masses to immeasurable depths of pauperisat -
ion; and agalnst the growing fascist threat posed
by the Sangh Parivar.

The two months long all India campaign
focussing on vital political slogans and the sig-
nificance of the parilament dharna were repeat-
edly stressed by the speakers from the different

left forces, the CPM, CPI leaderships should
have no role in it. All talks about so-called
left confederation is going to be proved an
illusion. The CPM, CPIl leaderships have for-
felted all capabilities to provide leadership to
a countrywide people’s front with a real left
agenda. Asrepeatedly proved they are talling be-
Khind different ruling class permutations and
combinatlons.

It is in this context the significance of the
efforts like the joint initlative by the six or-
ganlsatloas at all India level shouid be seen,
Kowever small thls step may be at present.
What Is required today at national level is a
genulne left or people's alternative with a left
agenda to moblilise the broad masses agalnst
both neocolonisatlon and fascist threat. The
revolutionary left forces should take Initiative
{or it with full vigour without delay,

organisations when they addressed the dharna.
Earlier from 14 July morning itse!lf contingents
from different states started reaching New Delhi,
Old Delhi and Nizamudin stations raising revolu-
tlonary slogans. On their way to different
camping areas they held aloft red banners and
placards and shouted the campalign slogans On
14th night and 15th morning evary train brought
new sections jampacking the railway stations,
And all of them started marching towards parli-
ament street from 8 AM. By 10 AM roads lead—-
ing to parllament street started chocking with
the ditferent contingents from the organisations
started ralsing slogans in different languages
and the cultural troupes starting their perfor-
mance with revolutionary songs in different
languages backed up by drummers rendering a
miitant atmosphere.

By 11 AM over ten thousand workers, pea-
sants, youth, students and all other sections of
tolling masses from Blhar, Bengal, Orissa, AP,
Tamilradu, Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra, MP,
UP, Rajastan, Punjab, Haryana and Delhi started
thelr march towards the parllament filling the
wide street with joint banners in the front. For
the first time since the implementation of the
privatisation-liberalisation- globalisation policies
and joining the WTO by the consecutive com-
prador governments this march by six revoiution-
ary organisations categorically called for reject-
Ing these policles and quitting WTO. They high-
lighted the consequences of these policies like
mass suicides by the peasants, pauperisation of
agricultural workers, big-scale retrenchment of
workers. Contrary to the sham opposition to
these policles by the psuedo-left forces which
is being exposed repeatedly through their oppo-
rtunist acts, thls militant march became a sym-
bo! of militant resistance by the genuine left
forces agalnst the reactlonary policies of the
consecutlve comprador governments surrender-
ing the country to Imperlalist dictates.

- As the march was stopped by a huge cont-
Ingent of police force the many thousands of
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marchers sat down blocking the entire street in
dharna which was addressed by the spokesper-
sons of all organisations, The leaders who
addressed included comrades K, N Rama

chandran, secretary, and Ram Kavindra Singh of
CPI (ML) Red Flag, Yatendra Kumar, general
secretary, CPl (ML) New Democracy, Ram Naresh
Ram and Rameshwar Prasad of CP] (ML) Liberat-
ion, M. Omkar and Kuldeep Singh of the MCPI
Gananath Patra of the COC-CPI (ML) Janashakti,

Laxman Pagar of CPI (ML) (Maharashtra) and
others.

Speakers highlighted the failures of the
BJP Govt. to meet any of Its promises to the
people. It has carried forward the implementat-
ion of new economic policies which are at the
root of the deepening economic crisis. ‘Swadesh?’
mask of the BJP has been torn asunder as its
pro-imperialist role has been exposed. In its
first economic policy move, in the new EXIM
policy, BJP Govt. removed restrictions on the
import of 340 items Including rubber, cosmetics,
sealood and other products of small industries.
In the Unton Budget, while the customs duty of
8% has already been slashed by half and the
remaining Is also on its way out, the concessions
granted t> MNCs are glaring. Insurance sector
has been opened up for privatization which is a
prelude to the entry of MNCs in this sector.

In order to cover its pro-imperialist role
and to prolong the life of its fledgling govt. BJP
has started building up hysteria agiinst neigh -
bouting countrles and unleashing jingoism. The
nuclear exolosions carried out by them which
have triggered a nuclear arms race in the sub-
continent are part of their effort to sidetrack
the main problems of the pesple and to keep
intact their mask of patriotisn

Even as the BJP Gout's policies are hitting
the common people hard ard they are rising in
struggle against these policies, it Is resorting to
unleashing of fascist repression on the peoples
struggles, particularly against the cominunist.
revolutionaries It has asked the state govts. to
enact laws to eliminate Naxalites and also for
putting curbs on the press and the people. There
is all round intensification of fascicisation of
state machinery even as the ruling classes adopt
more and more anti-national anti-people policies.
On the other hand, ruling class parties, particu-
larly BJP are patronizing criminal-feudal gangs
like Ranvir Sena who are committing massacres
of poor and landless peasants,

Even as the challenges before the people-
are serious, the opposition parties of the ruling
classes and the revisionist parties like CPI, CPM
are unable to articulate the people's demands as
they share the same economic policies In these
conditions revolutionary and struggling forces
alone can lead the people in their struggle for
democratic rights, bread and jobs, |

The initiative taken by the six parties and
the massive Dharna was thus a sharp challenge
to the policies being pursued by the ruling cla.
sses. In particular, it was an open chalienge to
the anti-democratic, pro-imperialist policies and
chauvinistic and communal designs of the BJP
led govt. All speakers appealed to the people
torise in struggle and force the reversal of
these anti-people policies, and pledged to carry
forward the people’s movement in coming days.

Com. K N. Ramachandran pointing out the
great significance of this joint Inititative by the
revolutionary forces stressed that it Is a fitting
response to the ruling class aggression against
toiling masses. He called for intensifying the
fight against neocolonisation and remnants of
feudal forces. Neither Congress nor UF ¢an pro-
vide an alternative to BJP We have to build up
a peoples’ alternative by building up waves after
waves of powerful countrywide struggles against
the ruling class policies.

All through the day the Parliament Street
reverberating with revolutionary slogans in di-
fferent languages raised by comrades with mi.
litant spirit Activists to Nishant Natya manch
and Arunodaya, and comrades from different
states sang revolutlonary songs and presented
cultural programmes.

Altogether this parliament dharna under®
joint initiative of revolutionary organisations
was a successful beginning of all India peaple's
movements It has paved the way lor further
joint movements bringing together remaining re—
volutionary forces also. It was a significant step
forward in launchihg the process of building a
people’s alternative against all ruling class.
forces. : -

All India campaign preceding
Parliament Dharna

The six revalutionary organisations had
called for a countrywide campalgn focussing on
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the five central slogans and other relevant slo-
gans at local level from 15 May to culminate
with the parllament dharna. In line with this de-
cislon CPI (ML) Red Flag linked all activities of
its state units during this period with this cam-
paign.

In Kerala wall-writting of central slogans,
padayatras, cycle jathas and public meetings
were organised till 20 June 1in all 14 districts at
many places. On 25 June dharnas were orga-
nised at 125 centres In most of the taluks te-
fore the post offices. Altogether tens of thou-
sands of people participated In it. Following this
on 3 July central offlces were picketed in all dis-
trict centres by hundreds of volunteers. Again
on 10 July hundreds of volunteers participated
in an inspiring march to the Rajbhavan at Thiru-
vananthapuram whicl was addressed by the
state secretary com. P. C. Unnichekkan When
the march was stopped by a big police force the
comrades sat on the road and started a dharna
raising the central campaign slogans. The two
months campaign succeeded In linking the eco-
nomic crisis in Kerala alongwith the steep fall in
prices of ail cash crops Including coconut and
rubber to the new economic and Exim policles
and WTO conditlonalities implemented under
imperialist dictates. Thaugh the participationin
parllament dharna was limited, this campalign
succeeded in making a vigorous propaganda
of the joint programme and its slogans which
involved practically all activists, members of
class/mass organisations and sympathisers nu-
mbering many tens of thousands at state level.

In Karnataka following the large scale sui-

cides of small and marginal peasants in northern
districts as a consequence of the agricultural
policies based on the liberalisation package, an
intensive agitation was launched by the Ryot-
Coolle Samgram Samithi (RCSS) from April be-
ginning itself as aiready reported. Once the all
Indla campaign and parliament dharna was de-
clded this was linked with the agitation already
going on in the state, Thousands of posters and
tens ol thousands of handbllls were brought out
in Kannada explaining the joint initiative. On 25
June torch-light processions and public meet-
ings were organised at scores of places in 8 di-
stricts where party is active, Both in Kerala and

Karnataka this campaign attracted considerable
medla attention also.

In Orissa in Bhadrak and Bhubaneshwar
districts good campalgn was org=anised. In addi-
tion to central publicity material Orlya posters
and handblills were brought out. In Bihar posters
and handbills were brought out In  thousands
and good campaign was organised in four dis-
tricts. In UP and Delhi also effective campaign
was organised In all areas where party is active.
In Tamilnadu, Maharashtra, MP and Bengal also
campaign was organised. As a whole the
CPI (ML) Red Flag organisation and all class/
mass organisations under its leadership were
mobllised fully to take the message of the joint
initlative and to explain the significance of the
campaign slogans during the two months. This
campalgn and the successful parliament dharna
on 15 July could attract the attentlon ot millions
of people all over India. CP! (ML) New Demo-
cracy also organised a good campalgn in areas
where it is having a mass tase.

Sangh Parivar’s takeover of ICHR

The union ministry of human resources
development headed by Murli Manohar Joshi
and assisted by Uma Bharathl is working very
hastlly to bring all faculties of education and
research under suffron influence. Following UP
and Rajastan models this union ministry Is busy
in transforming 1he syllabus from primary levels
to suit Hindutua needs. Expanding these
moves to create Hindutua brand of ‘‘cultural
nationalism’ now this ministry has reconstituted
the Indidan Council of Historical Rasearch (ICHR)
-~practically filling all ‘18- seats with B. P. Sinha,
- BR. Grover, B.B. Lal like open advocates of

Hindutua's interpretation of history. Following

their earlier counterparts in Germany who leg-
itimised Nazi notions of racial and cultural sup-
erlorlty in the 1930s, these ‘historians' and
‘archeologlsts’ are engaged in re-writing Ind-
ian history in the suffron colour. By reconsti-
tuting the ICHR with such people in overwh-
elming majority alongwith few others who are
sure to follow the Hindutua line or keep quiet

the BJP government has made its intentlons
clear,

It was only a few months back the World
Archeological Congress had adopted a resolu-
tion denouncing Infusion of “ractal, religlous or
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50 YEARS OF INDEPENDANCE
OR NEOCCLONIAL SLAVERY?

In 1997 the then UF government launched
an expensive and elaborate countrywide progra-
mme for making the one year from 15 August
1997 as the period for celebrating ‘‘50 years of
Independence.” This initiative by the Indian gov-
ernment was soon followed by other comprador
dovernments in South Asla also. Huge sums and
resources were utllised during this perlod for
these elitist celebrations to be culminated’ on
this 15 August for spreading the comprador rul-
ing class version of this region’s post-war history
the attalnment of the formal political indepen-
dence. This was a calculated effort to conceal
what really happened in history and what this
“independence” provided the people under the
ruling class disper.sation.

As these celebrations were lavnched by the
UF government in which the Left Front parties
were also participants directly or indirectly, they
caused conslderable confusion even among the
left masses. That Is why the CRC of CPI1 (ML)
Red Flag decided in July 1997 to launch a
counter-campaign to expose the real nature of

national chauvinist claims” In to the profession
of history and archeology. It specifically con-
demned the demolitlon of the Babri Masjid at
Ayodhya, deplored the failure to prevent it,
and resolved that WAC would turn Its attention
to the malicious destruction of archeological
heritage in the world”. The very same deleg-
ates from India who walked out when this
resolution was adopted is reinstated In ICHR.

Saftron brigade is arguing that earlier ICHR
was dominated by the left and what is done
is to balance this past. It is a totallle. As far
as ’left’ membership in the disbanded ICHR is
concerned only Irfan Hablb and K. N, Panikkar
were there. Ajl others represented other trends
including those who supportéed VHP stand on
Ayodhya lltke Grover and M, G. S. Narayanan.
Through disinformation Sangh Parivar Is trying
to justify its take over of the ICHR.

All progressive forces should take note of

these moves by the Sangh Parivar, 'The fascist'

agenda Is being unfolded fast. ®

the independence obtained by our country and
the real fate of the people after ‘50 years of
comprador class rule, During these months in
all the eleven states where CPI'(ML) RF Is fun-
ctioning numerous programmes wére organised
with the central theme: 50 years of independ-
ance or new slavery?” with the participation of
other democratic forces also. Till 15 August
1998 many more programmes are expected to
be organised as the ‘culmination of the campaign.

The most significant aspect of - this ‘Vear-long

campaign is that it has challenged many 'of the
ruling class created myths, =

An year back while launching this counter-
campaign we had hinted that nearly four amnd
half decades of reactionary Congress rule, and
the opportunist UF regime ruling with Congress
support have Increased the possibility for a
Sangh Parivar take over of central administrat-
ion In the present context. = This warning ‘has
come true today. As a result, as already point-
ed out by us many times the country and people
are today facing the twin dangers of intensify-
ing neocolonisation and increasing fascist take
over,

These two dangers cannot be separately
viewed today. As In the case of Islamic fund-
amentalist groups in many countries like Iran:
who came to power utilising anti-US and nation-
alist rhetoric, the Swadesh/ of Sangh Parivar is.
already proved a convenient weapon utilised to.
cheat the people only. This Swadeshi is just a
facade to open the doors of the country to
various imperialist agencies and MNCs at a mnuch
faster pace as is already proved during last four
months of BJP rule. And if anyone Is hood-
winked by the almost daily statemeénts of
Vajpayee and other Sangh Parivar leaders after
the explosion of the nuclear devices at Pokhran
that Indian government led by them will not
surrender to US sanctions, this will be a great
folly. US administration is not bothered if
Vajpayee and company make hersic-sounding
speeches against it, so long as it is' intensifying
privatisation - liberalisation - globalisation = to
serveé imperialist interests! Last four months
developments have proved that for Sargh Parfvar’
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Swadeshi Is just a tool which will be wielded
ruthlessly to serve its helnous agenda. So fasci-
clsation in the neocolonles whether utilising the
difierent religious fundamentalists Itke Sangh
Parivar, or racists, or military hierarchy is part
of the imperfalist agenda to perpetuate the new
slavery through its native compradors even by
casting away even the tlll now propagated tradi-
tional bourgeois democratic values wherever
necessary. So delinking the fascist threat posed
by Sangh Parivar from the imperialist dictated

economic policies will be a totally erroneous
approach.

- It means that coming to power of Sangh
Parlvar at this 50th year of comprador rule, and
&s utilisation for fascicisation of all sectors of
social life to implement the neocolonlal econo-
mic agenda are very much inter-linked. And the
comprador Congress leadership and the opport-
unist UF cannot absolve themselves from the
responslbility for creating a situation favourable
for the Sangh Parivar to take over.

I

While calling for a counter-campaign against
the ruling class propaganda we had pointed out
‘that as far as the vast majority of the toiling
‘masses are concerned It is not 50 years of inde-
pendence, but a situation when the neocolonial
slavery is getting intensified day by day through
which the country is getting increasingly devast-
ated in all respects and people are disposessed
and pauperised. The record of the UF government
and now the BJP-led government for four months
have not only proved the correctness of this
statement, but the ruling class policies during
last 12 months have aggravated the situation
further, Under liberalisation-globalisation pack-
age Insurance sector is opened for privatisation
and 74% disinvestment, that is total privatisat-
ion of the public sector units is started. WTO
conditionalitles are suffocating all indigenous
sectors and allowing free entry of MNCs every-
where. Denidustrialisation of a new type is lead-
ing to more and more closures of natlve indust-
ries. Textlle factorles in dozens are closing
down-throwing lakhs of workers to the streets
‘While export promotion s the mantra, exports
have gone down remarkably closing down
hundreds of export-based units. On the whole
the new economic order perpetuated by the
global imperlalist system-whether it §s called
neo-llberal, neo-monitarlst or by any other
name—to tide over the general crisis it is facing
-is only aggravating its own crisis as manlfested

in the unprecedented recesslion in Japan and in
most other Imperialist countries including US,
and devastating all the neocolonies leading
many of them like the Southeast Asian countries
to unprecedented economlc collapse and poli-
tical crises. Nobody can discard these facts
however sectarian he may be. Only by seeking
truth from these facts the revolutionary forces
can advance.

111

The imperialist system has no other recipe
to tide over the situation. It is frantically acce—
lerating the imposition of its market system and
globalisation recipe through Its numerous agen-
cies, and utilising newer technological capabi-
tities. Or, in other words, it has only one solut-
ion, that of accelerating its neo-monatarist po-
licles. For pursuing this it has to enter every-
where, demolish all trade barriers of the neoco-
ionles, utilise all technologlical advances for fu—
rthering all round plunder, creating bigger and
bigger monopolles through merger or take over
by the MNCs, and to create an Ideological, po-
litical, cultural, social atmosphere favourable to
perpetuate this unprecedented exploitative
drive. ~

As a part of this It is promoting militarisa-
tion everywhere. In the last ten vyears, after
the so-called cold-war ended, instead of creat-
ing a tension.free world as it claimed earlier,
US Imperialism has intensified tension and con-
sequently arms-race everywhere, and militart-
sation everywhere, While it is bullying at global
level, local wars are instlgated causing the glo-

bal mllitary expenses to go up three-fold in this
decade.

Along with this imperialists led by US imperi-
alism are instigating fasclcisation everywhere. In
the neocolonles even the existing bourgzols de-
mocratic rights are taken away. Alongwith the
military oligarchy in thzse countries which have
numerous indirect and directlinks with the Pentag
on, religious fundamentalists and racists of all hu-
es are promoted to take over and impose fascist
rule congenial to suppress people’'s opposition
and to perpetuate Imperiallst control and plu-
nder. In the Imperiallst countries themselves the
fascicisation drive is going on to suppress wor-
king class struggles. Dehumanisation and crimi-
nalisation of the society is promoted ruthlessly
everywhere.

In this context all the major contradictions
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at the international level, contradiction between
imperialist system and sociallst forces, between
Imperialism and the oppressed nations and peo.
ples, between monopoly bourgeoisie and working
class in the imperialist countries, and among the
Imperialist countries and international monopoly
groups are intenslfying day by day accelerating
class struggle everywhere and creating condi-
tions favourable for revolutionary changes.

v

~ The present Indlan situation -should be an-
alysed in this overall international -situation. It
was not accldental that the structural adjust-
ment policies (SAP) were Imposed from early
1990s. The disintegration of Soviet bureaucra-

tic state and the end of contentlon between the

two superpowers for world hegemony created
the favourable situation for US imperialists led
forces to promote their global agenda without
hindrance. Once started this market system-
globalisation package under IMF-WB.WTO trio

went on getting accelerated under the rules of
imperialist capital.

Under its Impact existing productive forces
were continuously transformed and newer pro-
ductive forces were introduced. All precapita-
list production relations also were subjected to
continuous transformation. There occured co-
rresponding changes In the class forces and
<lass relations also. But all these occured under
an ever-intenslfying neo colonial situation. As
a result comprador forces came to almost total
.domination in the industrial and trade sectors
and the process of comprodorisation got acce-
lerated in agricultural and other sectors also.
Under its impact not only Congress, the tradi-
tional comprador party, and BJP which is histo-
rically subservient to imperialist forces as the
political front of RSS, but also other regional
bourgeois - petti bourgeois and social-democratic
parties started openly upholding the imperialist
dictated neo-monetarist economic package. The
line of demarcation among them started disapp-
earing as far as basic economic policies are con -
cerned. As a result, from Congress to UF to BJP
regimes the new economic policies are being im-
plemented at faster and faster pace. All of them

have become advocates or apologists of neoco-
lenialism.

The devastation of the small and marginal
peasants and agricultural workers leading to
mass-scale suicldes of peasants the new form
of deindustrialisation, the increasing contract la-

bour system the recession —inflation syndrome,
unemployment, price-rise of all essential com—
moditles etc. can be correctly analysed only
when these national developments are viewed
as a part of the International developments.
While concrete national situations definitely
influence these changes, the golbalisation by
imperlalist system has become so powerful and
all-embracing already that no country or soclety
can keep away from the clutches.

So neocolonisation has created a greater
polarisatlon between the Imperlalist forces and
native comprador classes on the one hand and
the vast majority of the tolling classes plus the
middle classes on the other, than compared to
coloinal days in all spheres. Any talks of reforms
within neocoloinal system has become meani-
ngless In this situation. That is why this class
polarisation demand apolitical polarisation bet-—
ween the forces who implement or support the
imperialist dictated economic package In some
way or other, and those who reject it. '

: \Y

The celebration of the ‘50 years of indep-
endance’ by the comprador regime and politi-
cal forces during last one year when neo-colo-
inal slavery was further intensifying has expos-
ed their real class character more, if further
proof was needed by any one. The process of
transforming the whole world in its own image
by the capitallst system has reached an adv-
anced stage In the neocoloinal phase of im-
perialism. It is f{rantically engaged in transfo-
rming every aspect and every sphere of social
life in Its own heinous, pernicious, exploitative
and dehumainsed image. What is happening
in our country under SAP is part of this global
effort. The native compradors and all apolo-
gists of neocolonlallsm are dutifully servirg
this effort Recognlsing thls is the first step
towards combating It,

That is why CPI (ML) Red Flag launched
a campaign to expose the ruling system and
to explain the Intensilying neocoloinal slavery.
During this period the real nature of various
sections among the broad spectrum of left for-
ces, or forces who are called left by the media,

© became clearer. The CPM, CPIl led LF forces

became more integrated with the ruling system.
From apologists they have become implemen-
tors of the IMF-WB-~ WTO dlctated policies in
the states they are In power. The petti bou-
rgeois neo -Trotskyist sections ranging from
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Expose Ruling Class Pr.,o.paganda on
50 Years of 'Independence’, Fight Against
Intensifying Neocolonial Slavery

{Editorial In Red Star August 1997 issue |is
republished liere.) ,

For months the central and state governm-
ents and the propagandists of the rullng classes
are engaged in preparations for launching year-
long celebrations from this August 15 to prop-
agate their gains during the 50 years of so ca-
lled independence. All the political partles
ranging from Cengress to BJP to UF parties
including the Left Front parties are competing
with each other to establish that the 1947 tran—

SUCI to CLI like fringe groups who try to
characterise India as a .capitalist country and
serve the Imperialist system by refusing to re-
cognise the imperialist plunder of the country
and its neocolonlal character are finding it di-
fficult to justify their basically erroneous po-
sitions. They see imperialism as something
abstract, not as a concrete reality whose neoc-
olonfal plunder is a conerete experience for the
people in their day to day life.

Similarly for all those forces who still try
to depict feudalism as the social base for im-
perialist presence, and the contradiction bet-
ween feudalism and broad masses of the peo-
ple as the principal contradiction, and in that
way still stick to the semi-colonial charecteri-
sation of the country also the developments
during last decade difficult to analyse based
on this perspective, though they mechanically
stick to it still. The problem with these for-
ces is while the first two trends have aband—
oned Marxist-Leininst positions and have to be
uncompromisingly struggled against, the third
trend is still unprepared to abandon the earlier
sectarian positions and have to be Ideologically
won over through healthy theoretical struggle.

The experience of tihe one year campaign
against the ruling class propaganda offensive
should be correctly evaluated to carry forward
the above mentioned tasks, and to launch
countrywide movements against the comprador
state forces.

sfer.of power was real independence for the'
people, that the country galned much ‘during
these five decades under them, and that the
futuce path cannot be anything else but this.
While 'Gongress, claiming the credit for leading
the independence struggle and for most of the
gains.iduring these .years, is making loud vaices
even dn its present -degenérated condition, the
BJP has .already launched and ‘completed a
‘Rathayatra’ led by Advanito hail the indepe-.
ndence in its own Hindutua &tyle  With some
ctiticisms to- hoodwink people the LF parties,
alongwith other ruling class representatives
are also engaged in these celebrations,

But the ‘facts speak - otherwise. ' The anti..
colonial struggle  consisted of two trends. One
in which the toiling masses participated in mill-
ions,  sacrificed much and shook the very
fourdations of .colonial rule. In the absence of
a correct leadership capable of differentiating
itself from the comprador ‘Congress lead'(i:rs'hh:b1
and building independent inltiative of people’s.
forces this trend in spite of great efforts and
countrywide movements could not capture the
leadership of the anti-colonial struggles. The
dreams of the martyrs of these struggles and
aspirations of the peaple remain unfulfilled.

The other trend : was led by the comprador
classes and thelr political representatives who
were manoevring with the colonial rulers for an
amicable transfer of power to their hands. From
the call for a dominion within British empire
to the swaraj call their aim was a continuation
of the Indian state bullt up by the colonialists
after transfer of power. They remain faithful
to it by keeping India within British Common-
wealth even now. These forces hijacked the
leadership of the independence struggle and
took over when colonlalists decided to trans-
form :the direct ‘colonial plunder to indirect
neocolonisation after World War Il uhder the
pressure of revolutionary people's movements.
It is comprador classes and their representatives
who are in power even today and they are
vulgarising history to serve their aims. Sk

(Contd. P. 23)
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D. P. E. P: Imperialist Vice=grip
over India’s Primary Education

According 1o WB's own publication ‘Pri-
mary Education in India’ (1997), In order to co-
erdinate DPEP at the all India level a DPEP
Bureau owing direct responsibility to the WB
is operating in the ministry of Human Resocurce
Development. Although at the outset the DPEP
glves the impression of a decentralised project
based at the district level the truth is otherwise.
Not only in funding and policy {ormrulation but
even in its day to day operation it is highly cen-
tralised in the hands of the WB throuah the
DPEP Bureau. Though it is claimed that the
districts are selected on the basis of the project
reports from districts with the least female
literacy rates, there are many districts whose
incluslon cannot be properly explained by this
factor alone. Just as the OB, the DPEP also
envisions construction of school bulldings, tea-
chers, training, textbook reforms and a number
of other activities. In 1993 when the project
was formulated itself the European Union made
a grant of 150 million E. C. U, ($ 193.5 million).
WB, through its subsidiary IDA gave a loan of
$265 million in 1994 and $425 million in 1996,
(earlier book p. 23). [n December 1997 the WB
allowed ¢211 million as the third Instalment of
the loan. At the current exchange rate all these
together would amount to about Rs. 4700 crores.
Of this except about Rs, 780 crores given as
grant by the European Union the rest is long
term low interest loans that has to be returned.
The general condition that the severity of the
conditionalities of any WB loan Is inversely pro-
portional to the rate of interest charged on it
is applicable In the case of DPEP also. Started
in 42 districts in 10 states of Assam, Haryana.
Karnataka, Kerala, MP, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu
(1994), Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Orissa (1996)
today according to the latest statstics DPEP is
spread over 150 districts. 85 percent of the
total expense can be taken from the funds made
available by the imperialist agencies (i. e. about
Rs 40 crores per district) and the balance 15
percent resources have to be raised locally.
When we consider the/fact this is only for prim-
ary education in ia, particular district the amount
is surely huge, The WB has also put the condit-

ton that the earlier share of the district for adu-
cation as well the DPEP fund allocated should
be fully spent, Not only that the WB has
decided that now on whatever funds may
come from any International agéncies for prim-
ary education in India, their funding and ope-
ration will come directly under the sphere of
DPEP. (The earlier book p.23). Besides, started
as an experiment for the first seven vears, the
aim is to spread it to all the disttfcts and In this
way bring the whole ‘6f primary education in
India under the “aegis of DPEP. Indications are
alse that imperialist funding will be confined to
the initial stages of the programme though the
educational coordinator of the European Com-
mission ‘who visited India recently has pointed
out continued funding for DPEP even the cont-
extof post-Pokhran sanctlons. By that time
itis necessary to raise the resources locally th-
rough people's participation. This Implies the
government is washing Its hands of the tes-
ponsibility of education and putting it on the
head of each individual. The huge funds are in
fact being used for preparing the background and
kick-starting the programme. Besides efforts
are being made at different levels to ‘influence
a long line ot intellectuals, experts and volu-
ntary agencles who will act as exponents and
propagators of this project. There are also
instructions that as the projects make advance,
the responsibility of the construction of the
school building, resource mobilisation for non-
wage expenditure administration of the school
and the teachers etc. should beleft to the local
committees created on the basls of ‘people's
participation’. (for more details the earlier book
p.24). Reference to this can also be found In
Country Economic Memorandum ptepared by
WB in assaciatlon with the Indian government
in 1995,

Thus it is clear that DPEP (s nothing but
part and parcel of the WB project to tighten its
grip over the primary education all over the
world, The' WB has formulated simiar projects
in other poor countries taking into consideration
the particularities and 'possibilities in those co-
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untries. For example, based on a loan of $ 412
million advanced by WB, a mega project is being
implemented in 10 poorest states of Mexico
now. This project kaown as Second Primary
Education Project (SPEP)is being implemented
as part of the Mexican Government's Social Sa-
fety Project and 1s formulated by local develop-
ment councils that developed in the peculiar co-
ndilions obtaining there. (For detalls, ‘Priorities
and Strategles for Education, A World Bank Re-
view, 1995, p. 149). As pointed out earller, all
the educational programmes taken up by the WB
and agencies of UN in Latin America have as
thelr ideological basis the educational philoso-
phy developed by the cathollc priest Paulo Fre-
ire. One can see the shadows of that in the
SPEP also, Just as in Mexico there are many
examples of such primary educational projects
being taken up under the tutelage of the WB in
other countries. Barbados, Columbla, Trinidad,
Tobago, Brazil, Ghana, Bangladesh, Pakistan and
even China that has accepted ‘market soclalism’
lately are implementing projects all of which
have similar contents. As if as an impact of all
these the share that the WB keeps aside for pri-
mary educatlon in its total amount for global
education programme Increased to 10 percent in
1970 from 5 percent in 1960 and to an average
of 33 percent during the 1990-94 period. (For
detalls the above book p. 146-148).

One thing is clear from what we have dis-
cussed so far, that the DPEP is the outcome
of imperialists’ response to the pitlable condit-
iotis of the primary education in India. When
the WB that represents the interests of the
imperialist forces In this period of neocoloni-
alism, makes such a program, it cannot be exp-
ected to be aimed at the good of all, We und-
erstand from the published literature of the
government of India and the WB that DPEP is a
project that replaces the OB programme to solve
one of the blggest social problems of India
namely the problem of primary education. They
claim DPEP is much more efficient than OB.
However, there are several things which are
not transparent in DPEP. For instance, one
cannot be blamed for raisingdoubts when Kerala
which according to the official data, is much
different from all other states concerning female
literacy and enjoys a high status generally In
primary education is also included in the prog-
ramme along with other states. Kerala has made
commendable achievements in the fleld of prim-
-ary education decades ago owing to social ren-
.aissance movements and Communist movement

'"in the past,

As such these are no objective
material conditions required by WB literature
on DPEP. Therefore, the inclusion of Kerala
in DPEP is quite intriguing.

As noted by us earlier, WB controls even
the minutest details of DPEP by providing huge
low interest loans with very restrictive conditi-
onalities* That is, even while creating the impre-
ssion of being rooted at the "district level thro-
ugh people's participation and decentralised
planning, this project is highly centralised in the
hands of WB. The 1997 WB publication ‘Primary
Education in India’ itself is a reflection of the
initlative that the WB had achieved in the field
of primary education in India. The fact is that
according to the DPEP arrangement the central
as well as the state governments have no say
in the running or policy formulation of the pro-
ject. The working of the project is coordinated by
the DPEP Bureau owing direct responsibility to
the WB. Besides, the WB has specified that at
the state level the project should be Impleme-
nted through an autonomous body created for
this purpose, so that the WB can directly int—
ervene by-passing the already existing admini-
strative-bureaucratic system. This specification
is the central point of the matter, Foreign funds
will be given only through societies registered
thus, (the earlier referred book p. 20). The Chief
Minister of the state becoming its chairman or
the education ministar becoming its vice chairman
is not felt by the WB to be an objection to the
efflcient Implementation of the project. (One
should not forget that it is the savereign India
with its own prime minister and chief ministers
is implementing happily the globalisation-libera-
lisation policies and the GATT agreement.) Fo-
llowing the WB instructlons the Kerala govern-
ment has established the Primary Development
Society of Kerala as a model {or other states
In Gujarat, the Education Department Resolutior
No. PRE-1295-2425-6 dated 19-10-1996 has
accomplished this. Similarly, as per the conditi-
ons of the WB, to make sure ‘people's participa-
tion’ other governments have also decided to
form the required “people’s committees.' The
WB has succeeded through these committees to
free almost {ully the DPEP from the existing bu-
reaucratic-administrative system. Some top
officials In the minlstry of education has been
airing their severe criticism of the DPEP. Thelr
unhappiness is not inspired by opposltion to the
imperialist motivations but out of the realisatior
that in the spending of huge amount of funds
they are excladed. It is common characteristics
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of all similar WB projects to develop working
committees of non-governmental voluntary or-
-ganications in place of the existing organisations,

It is part of the WB project to develop not
only a parallel administrative set up for the
conduct of the DPEP but also to develop a
parallel agency to the existing one, for devel-
opment of even the curriculum and the text-
books. Usually the textbooks for the primary
schools in various states are prepared by the
respective S.C.E. R. Ts. The S.C.E.R.T
working along the lines of national level N.C.-
E. R. T prepares textbooks with national out-
look. For example, till the beginning of DPEP
Minimum Level Learning (MLL) textbooks were
prepared by S.C.E.R.Ts under the overall gui-
dance of the 1986 education policy as amended
according to the MLL program of 1989, But as
the DPEP project has expanded further SCERT
is being excluded from the responsibility of pre-
paring books as per WB dictate. The job is en-
trusted to the “curriculam commlttee’* created
for this purpose by voluntary agencies and ‘ex-
perts’ in varfous states.

Curriculum and Pedagogical
Aspects of DPEP

DPEP has also initlated a process of des-
igning new textbook and currlculum in various
states. However, the exponents of these DP-
EP curriculum and textbooks are making an
earnest effort to impress upon the pzople that
everything except funding is indIlgznously devi-
sed The general impression is that the curri-
culum and textbooks are evolved out of the local
enquiry and that they are not at all related to
the pedagogical perspectives of primary edu-
cation as envisioned by UNESCO and WB who
have initlated the DPEP, Though everything
about the preparation of the curriculum and
textbooks are not transparent a quick overview
of how the World Bank and other funding agen-
cies view this matter would give us a better
picture. World Bank’s two observations in con-
nection with improving textbooks in Indian pri-
mary schools are very interesting One of them
is that the cause of high droep out rate in the
primary schools is the heaviness of the school
bags and in order to reduce the drop out rate it
is necessary to reduce the burden of books.
The curriculum committees established for DP-
EP textbaok reforms in various states seem toe
the same logic. It is not a matter of concern

at all to these intellectuals as to why children
from Central and English Medium schools who
carry much more weight do not drop out of
schools. What they successfully hide is the truth
that it is the extreme backwardness, unempl-
oyment and extreme poverty that leads to the
high drop out rates in the primary schools.
The WB even pretends not to know different
studifes that has shown that substantial redu-
ction in drop out rate was achieved by the noon
meal schemes runeven by American voluntary
agencies ltke CARL and WORLD VISION. An-
other observation of the WB is that textbook
reforms are unavoidable for reducing expend-
iture on primary education. According to WB
statistics 90 percent of the expense for producing
the textbooks in India is for paper and printing
Therefore by reducing the number of pages of
the textbooks we can proportionately reduce
the expenses. For example the WB has found
that, if in Maharashtra a reduction of 20 per-
cent pages just in the prlmary section can save
Rs 4 crore (Earlier book p. 172). Therefore the
world bank inslsts that we should have previous
understanding of the number of pages for the
textbooks in the primary classes. L—4

It is not the objective of this note to enter
into the details of the D ’EP curriculum and
the contents of the textbooks in various states,
The cutting down of the number of pages of
the textbook and the large scale reduction in
contents in the name of making learning inter-
esting and creative Is justified by DPEP exp-
erts by pointing out the suggestions of the
National Core Curriculum (1988) and CABE
(1992y. (i.e. the Yashpal Committee Report:
Learning Without Burden). The baseline ass-
essment study conducted by the NIEPA in 1994
In various states for DPEP has also been utilised.
On this we wish to point out a few points. Firs-
tly, in their prefaces National Core Curriculum
as well as the Yash Pal Committee Report claim
that they prepared these in accordance with the
new education policy of 1986, As we have alre-
ady pointed ealier the 1986 policy itself was
formulated within the imperialist designs.
Those who are acquainted with the neocolonial
designs in the educational sector cannot
accept these reports without questioning them.
In the 1950s when optimism prevailed about
development, educatlon etc. Nehru had reque-
sted the concerned authorities to design a
comfortable schoolbag for school children.
Contrary to this today the suggestion is that
children do not require bags at all and it is eno-
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ugh to lock the book in the school cupboards.
It would be interesting to learn the source of
this new philosophy of learning. Yash Pal who
in his report '‘Learning Without Burden’ talks of
‘child centered education’ Is only repeating what
UNESCO, UNICEF and such other International
agencies have been saying for years, Intern-
ational agencies and other non governmental
agencies including Kerala Shastra Sahitya Pari-
shad, Eklavya, All India Peoples Science Net-
work, Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samiti etc. have been
saying in recent years that the education so far
has been ‘paternalistic’ or ‘teacher-centered,
and in its place a child centered education need
to be developed. We should realise that the
real objective of these reforms with WB fu-
nding in the name of overcoming the weakn-
esses of the present education system of the
poor countries 1s actually to dismantle even
the existing structure (though weak) of the fo-
rmal education inthese countries. The publi-
cations of the UN themselves have pointed out
that the agencies llke UNESCO etc. have de-
veloped the concept of ‘child centered educ-
ation’ from the philosophy of education dev-
eloped by Paulo Freire (The Pedagugy of the
Oppressed) and lvan lllich (‘Deschooling’). What
is strange is that these educational philosophies
which can be :ightly called radical humanist or
anarchist is being implemented through those
who claim to be lefists, Yash Pal committee
finds that primary school children of the Delhi
area carries, on an average of fourkg. textbooks.
(Learning Without Burden). Some say, follo-
wing the above finding Yash Pal's suggestion
to reduce the weight of the schoolbag is with
the children of Central and English medium
schools in mind. Chaturvedi committee appo-
inted to study this matter in more detail taiks
of this. (K. R. Narayanan's speech on Children
suifering from the overweight ot schoolbags in
Rajya sabha is worth noting). Even when MLL
invented to reduce the burden of learning is in
operation, the introduction of DPEP only in the
aided and government schools in Kerala worrles
us all the more as it raises the suspicion that
this is being done to dismantle the existing stru-
cture of general primary education. This kind
of efforts are very much appreciated by the WB.
For example, in Kerala, in the tribal districts of
MP, and in some other parts of the country
elforts tp develop new methods of learning are
undertaken by various organisations affiliated
to the traditional left. According to the earlier
referred book of the WB, organisastions such as
Ekalavya, Shastra Sahatiya Parlshad, All India

People’'s Sclence Network, Bharat Vi ‘
Samitl etc. are working towards the cam:as;;:
of ‘school with a smile’ (see page 150).

However, this does not mean the
pedagogy is faultless and correct and seﬁ;ﬁlﬁ
pedagogy should not be developed. Curriculum
textbooks and other aspects of pedagogy have
developed and continue to remain in countries
in the light of the historical development and
peculiarities of each country. For example. in
the developed countries we can see two trends
One is the Anglo-Saxon method of sand[ngl
children at the very young age to the school and
getting them through a very strict and vast
scheme of learning. The other Is the Scandin-
dvlan tradition in which school education starts
at the age of 6-7 and extends uplo 13-14 years
of age 'in the lower primary section with a relat-
ively light learning content. Which one of these
came to be practiced In any of the European
countries is connected with the political, econo-
mic and soclal evolution of that particular coun-
try. What this means is ihat there is no pedag-
ogy independent of the existing economic-noli-
tical system and the development paradigm evo-
lving out of it. In each historical epoch the
curriculum and textbooks evolve out of the then
existing mode of production, production relations
and the policies of the state. For example
when WB and other international agencies and
intellectuals associated with them try to show
DPEP as child centered education, we shou!d
understand that it is part of the paradigm of
development and the whole set of development
policies that the WB is propagating. In this-
context a biief look at the very concept of the
so called ‘child centred development’ Itself and
its link with global political economy today is
needed.

‘Child Centred’ Education and
‘People Centred’ Development

Obviocsly, in order to shift the ever-inten-
sifylng burden of imperialist crisis to the shoul-
ders of vast masses of working and toiling
people, global capital is unieashing what is
called globalisation known In varlous names as
stabillsation and structural adjustment in both
imperialist and poor countries, Quite often, to
camouflage the anti-people and anti-working
class content of this globalisation, and to devi-
ate the masses away from anti-Imperialist
forces and progressive and democratic sections
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in each country, led by the specialised agencies
of UN, WB and other global funding agencies,
imperialists themselves are assiduously propa-
gating the illusion of a people centred or sustai-
nable development as an alternative to the

existing mainstream model of growth. According.

to the exponents of this people centred develo-
pment, every state- sponsored programme in
health, education, rural development, etc, includ-
ing the removal of other economic and social
evils will definitely lead to a ‘“patronistic” cul-
ture In society. This can be rectlfted by culti-
vating a “participatory” approach to develop-
ment, they argue. Thus Instead of looking to
the state for everything, problems can be resal-
ved through a process of “decentralised decision
making” with ‘“cemmunity involvement” and
“peoples participation”.  In the context of
globalisation, while the former Keynesian “wel-
fare state” is transformir g Itself into the mon-
etarlst “police state” in various countries, as a
corollary of this, the WB and other imperialist
agencies are earnestly propagating this a politi-
cal paradigm of people centred development.

As a consequence of globalisation, state
funding and sponsorship of soclal services incl-
uding education in many neocolonies are becom-
ing a thing of the past. The biggest casualty
of this social engineering is primary education
itself. As already noted ty us, imgperialist thirk
tanks are designirg various projects of non-
formal education to dismantle even the exlisting
primary education structure In several neocolan-
jes which was came into being through hard str-
uggles led by progressive forces. Now the WB
is lavishly using the concept of child centred
education which forms an Inalienable past of
people centred development as a philosophical
basis for demolishirg the formal school system
catering to the vast majority of poor children.
In fact the Intellectual resources for this child
centred educatlon {(as opposed to the existing
teacher centred education) are provided by ren-
owned thinkers like Friere, Illich, Chomsky and
others. It is not accidental that DPEP currlcul-
um builders are llberally making use of the an-
archist’ and ‘radical humanist’ educational per-
spectives (such as Frierian liberation education,
Illich's deschooling and chomskian dichotomy
between power and knowledge) propagated by
UNESCO and other internatlonal agencies in
their global education programme. As a matter
of fact, the education philosophy (or pedagogy)
of Friere which characterised mainstream educ-
ation as “banking” and “‘teacher centred" has

1

had the most telling effect on UNESCO’s global
education prograrme. Friere’s association with
UNESCO dates back to his role as educational
consultant at the school of Education in Harva-
rd University which Is supposed to be one of
the leading centres of Iimperialist thinktanks-
today. True liberation, according to Friere,
comes through educatlon outside the frameuwork
of formal schools and teachers. No wonder,
Friere’s approach is widely used in their neoco-
lonial education campaigns by WB, UNESCO and:
other funding agencies like Ford and Rockefeller.
The apparently radical concept of child centred
education currently evolved by UNESCO and
espoused by comprador intellectuals and ruling:
classes as a panacea for the evils of primary
education is essentially rooted in this Frierian
redogcgy (and that of others) which visualises.
156}10015 and teachers as road blocks to ‘liberat-
on'.

After all, the ‘'new pedagogical formulation
that is being evolved as part of DPEP curriculum
in varlous parts of India, especlally in Kerala
and MP is it is claimed, to make educatlon aest-
hetical and attractive as well as to improve its
quality. In the process, it is very revealing that
it completely keeps mum on the most important
role of education today. To be precise, mainly
and most importantly, education is the source:
supplyirg the requisite physical and mental Ja-
bour to the various sectors of the economy.
However, the major trend in today’s world eco-
nomy ied by decayirg finarce capital is allround
destruction of rroductive forces including de-
Industrialisation and agricultural retardation
On account of its own inherent contradictions
moribund finance capital is now incapicble of
providing the required employment opportunities
to the reople in any meaningful way. Majority
of the working people and toilirg masses is in~
creasingly marginalised and driven to the peri-
phery of the imperialist global economy. The
usage "jobless growth” is only a euphemism to
describe this devastating scenaric under global-
isation. The upshot of our argument is that for
the vast masses of people education no longer
needs to act as the supplier of labour power te
different sectors of the economy. And the
concept of so called child centred development
with Its watered down academic content and
curriculum which forms one of DPEP’s objectives
simply accomplishes this task most ingeniousiy.
Thus, under the excuse of child centred educat-
ion WB's DPEP reorganises the entire mass
education system in countries like India Ir con-

==
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formity with the exlsting neocolonial class relat-
ons and needs of the economy.

While thus bringing the children of the
ordinary folks under its vice -grip.through DPEP,
imperialisn is very particular to fund and spon-
sor the most up to date and technology-inten -
sive and even computerised education in pri-
mary schools oriented to . the elite. The very
sameinternational agencies such as UNESCO,
UNISEF, etc. which ingeniously dismantle the
deneral education system in poor countries
under the guise of inventing new pedagogies
and educational philosophies are at the same
time striving hard to bring the most modern
computer based and information - technology
based education to the children of upper classes
In poor countries. For Instance. take the case of
the 13th Conference of Commonwealth Educa-
tion Ministers that held in Botswana in the mi-
ddle of 1997, The main topic.of discussion of
the conference was ‘Education and Technology-
The Challenges of the 21st Century." In the con-
text of globalisation, it appealed poor countries
to imitate schools in developed cauntries whare
even primary schools have free access to com -
Puters. For. instance almost 85 percent of pri-
mary school children in UK where Thatcherisn
had already demolished the entire system of (ree
pre-primary and nursery education, has personal
computers even now. Taking inspiration from
the developed countries Asiaa countries such as
Singapore and Malaysia which have gone much
aYiead In globalisation have already started the
5o called “SMART” (Specific, Measurable, Att-
ainable, Rzalistic, Time Specific) Schools The
commoawealth conference asked member coun—
tries to imitate such schools and called upon
them to adopt schools tased on computer and
other advanced communication technologies 'In
this case, the ‘'school link" project prevalling
in Singapore was projected as a model for other
countries. As the participants in the conference
have identified, this kind of an orlentation In
education from primary level is needed since the
new job opportunities are going to arise only in
areas related to the latest advances In informa -
tion technologies. Of course, the elite schools
Inlndia and elsewhere are moving stristly along
these lines. And for the vast majority, newly im-
ported formulations such as ‘‘learning without
burden”, “‘school with:a smli=", etc are propa-
gated with :the backing of imperialist think
tanks.

Alternative Schooling

In one of its regular bulletins (DPEP calling,
danuary, 1998) published by the central DPEP
Bureau, has provided some clues regarding how
it is going to accomplish the aforesaid Imperia-
list deschooling process in India, For instance, in
Orissa and Madhya Pradesh, a set of “alternat-
ive schools" has already set up by the respective
Project Directorates of DPEP. For instance,
according to the Orissa State Project Director
of DPEP, even railway platforms can be used
for running schools on the basis .of peoples par-
ticipation from ‘local community’ who provides
the mid-day meal required by children. Madhya
Pradesh is reported to have opened or in the
process of opening such 5915 “alternative
echools” in various parts of the state as part of
DPEP. (DPEP calling, February 1998). According
to DPEP practitioners, these initiatives have led
to the evolution of a very radical idea of '"sc-
‘hool in a bag". Thus efforts are in full swing in
varlous parts ofithe country to evolve a paralle!
system of primary education which does not
need any school building or pald teachers and
which Is independeant of the existing department
of educatlon in both academic and non-academic
matters. It is with this view that an elaborate
management structure extending from a DPEP
Bureau at the centre to Village Education Com-
mittees at the gram pinchayat level s built up.
Asinotediby us ,earlizgs; all  ithese steps are a
prelude to what is in store; ie, totally eliminating
the state from the sphere of general primary
education in the long run. According to the
DPEP Bureau, the ultimate objective is ‘to
move from commnunity participation to cammu-
nity ownership mode.’' To quote from it: ‘'The
goals of community mobllisation in DPEP are
mainly of two types- viz; the long term goals and
the short term goals The long term goals iin-
clude creation of com nunity owned schools and
schoaling tests with the local community. [t
should be sustainable The shart term goals in-
clude community participation in planning, ma-
nagement and schoal bulldings and thelr main-
tenance, monitoring and evaluation.” (DPEP
Calling, March 1998, .p. 25) N

Unlike iprevious imperialist programmes, the
DPEP in India will thave (far-reaching consequ-
«ences forithe country and the people. It is pro-
bably the first experiment of its kind by the WB
in thesoclal development sector of (India and
that:too on.a country-wide scale. nder the
auise .af .decentrallsation . cammunity mobili-
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Struggle to Protect Nature is the
Struggle to Change the System

While the ruling classes and their experts
in the fields of development are boastful of their
achievements of the last five decades in varlous
flelds of production and consumption they are
very deliberate to keep the cost paid by the co-
mmon people and the environment for the so ca-
lled achievements concealed. It is true that the
country has made significant achievements in
the fields of agricultural and Industriai produ-
ction, in bringing more area of land under irri-
gation, in building dams, in the length of roads
built, in the no. of vehicles, in the no. of electro-
nic gaskets purchased and used, In the genera.
tion of power, in the area of mining and many
more [n the last fifty years since 1947,

Despite all these achievements a major
<hunk of the population still continue in utter
poverty and misery. No fruits of the above said
achievements have made the lives of the majo -
rity of people comfortable. In other words all
these achievements or developments realised at
the expense of the labour of the common people
and the resources of the nature and environ-
ment are being expropriated by a minority of the
population who have access to political and fi-
nancial power,

The developmental activities pursued by
the state or the forces of capital in the ‘inde-
pendent’ India which was primarily 2imed to en-
hance profits and to make the state machinery
more powerful have a devastating effect on the
nature and environment, The so called develop-
ment made the environment more unsuitable for

'sation, peoples participation and participatory
development, the DPEP aims at demolishing :the
formal school system that caters to the children
of vast majority of common people. It is not
.applicable to the:schools intented for the elite.
tils high time that all patriotic and progressive
sections riseito the occaslon :and expose the
true intensions behind this :imperialist move .on
the basis df.a .sclentific understanding.of :the
working.of impertalism today.

human habitation. It has caused unprecedented
depletion of forests, pollution of water resources
and atmosphere, desertification, depletion of
marine resources, acid ralns, dumping of toxic
wastes and hazardous chemicals In the environ-
ment, displacement of hundreds of thousands
of poor people from their habitats, Bhopal like
massacres, untreatable diseases, radlation like
health hazards and many more.

The development perspective followed by
the rulers since 1947 was a continuation of the
colonlal policy which paid no attention to the
nature or the human being. They were oncerned
only of the profits and the factors contributing
to the perpetuation of their power. Eventhough
the British colonialists have built one of the lon-
gest railway lines of the colonies in iIndia during
19th century and large tracts of dense forests
were felled for the same no meaningful industria-
lisation was inltiated by them. What they meant
by building the rallway lines was to appropriate
maximum profits to develop Britain and not
India. These lines facilitated the easy mova-
ment of raw materials for British Industries and
troops and equipments to serve their milltary
objectives. Railways or other development pro-
jects taken up by the colonial ru'ers led to rapid
ecological degradation, Same was the case of
other colonies like Egypt, Brazil, Senegal or other
countries. The policy adopted by colonialists in
the field of agriculture also was to serve their
economic interests. The export agriculture pro-
pagated by the colonial rulers caused severe
erosion and depletion of soil. Food production
was neglected and that contributed to the death
of many due to famine and nutritional deficien—
cles The propagatlon of commercially valuable
plant species and installation.of monoculture
plantations to cater the needs of the colopial
industrles and consumerist needs led to the dis-
appearance of plant diversities and many plant
species entirely from the face of earth.

‘What /thelndian rulers pursued was the
very.same developmental policies to :make, maxt-
mum profit-and.to strengthen the power struct-
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ure at the expense of ecological balance and
the delicate equilibrium of environment. While
building up huge dams like Bhakra Namgal, Hi.
rakud, Idukki, Narmada or others the developme-
ntal experts and technocrats pald no attention to
the ecological damages to be caused by these or
the untold miserles of the milllons of poor peo-
ple displaced. No provisions for the rehabilitat-
jon of those people or to ensure proper means
of livelihood to them were made in their pro-
jects. Large areas of forest were subinerged and
plants and animal species were destroyed. It s
true that these irrigation dams or hydel pro-
jects helped to bring more area under cultlvat-
lon and to generate mcre power. But most of
the achievements were appropriated by the upper
class and the ill effects of the ecological devas-
tation and soclal tensions are lLianslerred to the
shoulders of common people. Jawaharlal Nehru,
the first Prime minister of India described those
developmental projects as the ‘temples of mo-
dern India’. But the real diety of those temples
tuilt with the economic assistance and develop-
mental advices of neocolonlal institutions and
other farces was global capital,

The 'Green Revolution’ which brought wide
ranging changes in the field of Agriculture of
India alorg with that of other neocolonial coun-
tries, coniributed much to the degradation of
the agricultural environment, All the comgo-
ents of the miraculous agricultural practices Io-
troduced as a part of Green Revoluticn viz, syn-
thetlc fertilizers, pesticides, hybrid seed varieties,
machineries etc: proved beneficial to the multi-
national corporations leading the global agribu.
siness. Capitalist forces of the developed co-
untries invaded the genetic reservoirs of the
world arnd started the trade with germplasm of
plant varieties. The chemical pesticides emplo-
ved in agriculture which are the ‘civilised’ form
of the toxlc chemicals widely used in chemical
warfare had a biocidal effect on the crop frien-
dly organisms in field. It made soll and water
polluted and uninhabitable even to micro- organi-
sms. [t has made the springs silent. Bhopal, the
largest industrial disaster, widely believed as an
organised and deliberate massacre of thousands
of innocent poor people was a product of Green
Revolutlon. The chemical fertilizers used indis-
criminately affected the chemical composition
ol soil adversly, Traditional agricultural methods
were substituted with mechanisation and toxic
materials for plant protection. Many of the agri-
<ultural produces have become carriers of pio-
sonous chemicals to the food cy¢le and subse-

quently to the organic systems of human beings.
Diseases unknown upto that time appeared
among the practitioners of agriculture and the
consumers of its produces. Pests and insects
which could develop defensive mechanisms aga-
inst the pesticides have proved more virulent
and fatal. But the forces of global capital who
trade with all input materials amassed much
wealth from the green revolution. The hybrid
and miracle seeds introduced as a part of the
modernisation process caused the displacement
and ultimate loss of many indegenous and tra-
ditional seed varieties. Cultlvation of cash crops
to cater the industrial necessities of multinat-
lonal manufacturers was encouraged.

The situation in the industrial sector is also
not different. While tne ruling system was ren-
dering all kinds of services to foreign and Indig-
enous capital to establish industries and to reap
max!mum profit at the expense of labour, com-
mon people and the nature nothing effective was.
done to enforce even the varicus laws and reg-
ulations promwulgated ty the state to keep the
nature ard envirorment clean. [t allowed the
forces of capital to exploit whatever natural
resources svailable or warted ty them with no
restrictlons at a nominal ¢r ro price to make
maximum prolit. Rivers, land, farest, sea shores,
mineral wealth, water resources flora and fauna
and their invaluable genetic wealth were made
freely accessible to them. They were allowed
to contaminate the whole environment with toxic
effluents solid. liquid and gaseous in form, Union
Carbide like MNCs uere allowed to install their
plants manufacturing poisonous products in the
midst of over-populated towns like Bhopal. They
were permitted to release all kinds of danger-
ous fumes to the atmosphere. Violations of
enviromrental protection laus by them were cor-
doned. All voices of protests frcm the part of
people were silenced by force. Huge quantit-
jes of Carbon Dioxide, Sulpbur Dioxide and other
green house gases are allowed to be released to
the atmosphere without restriction. Here also
nature, people ard tkeir healthy existence are
of least concern to the administrztion or to the
global capital ard what they lock for is the
possibility of profits unlimited.

The power generatlon sector is another
important contributor to the devastation of en—
vironment. Most of the hydro electric projects
installed thoughout the country brought serious
damages to the nature. = Submergence of vast
areas of forest, agricultural -land, " habitats are
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not able to be compensated. Displaced people
are forced to become nemads or slum dwellers.
Most of the thermal pawer plants generate toxic
gases to get converted into acld ra2in to contam-
inate soil and environment. Atomic react-
ors with haphazard security systems be exist as
eternal threat to the surroundings. The relation-
ship between these reactors and disasterous
war industry is more explicit nowadays. The
damage those Installations are going to afflict
upon various factors of the nature Including
human life are not yet assessed fully, The
quality of thke security systems available in
Indian reactors are already got exposed in the
hundreds of ‘unnatural Incldents’ at Tarapur,
Kota, Kalpakam, Narora and other reactors.
The attitude of the rulers to the poor people
who handle with radio active materiuls have also
became public when they compelled the ignorant
workers to work In dargerous radio active 2enes
even without the bare minimum protective mea-
sures. The state Is not corcerned about the
import of nuclear or foxic wastes from the deve-
loped countrles as shown by its action in having
permitted the import of garbages from those
countries without proper tests or inspections.

When we look into the functioning of the
system and the perspective followed by the
state with respect to development what we can
see is the utter disregard It shows to the nature,
environment and the people, - It is concerned
only with the profit or the successful exploitat-
jon of the resources to perpetuate the economic
and political power.

The globalisation, liberalisation and privati-
sation policles implemented at present under
the direction and dictates of neocolonial instit-
utions, MNCs and imperialist forces have inten-
sified the ecological degradation further. The
WTO conditionalities to remove all kinds of
restrictions for profit making, the world Bank
dictates to allow all foreign and Iindegenous
capital to act freely, and all other pro - capital
policy Initiatives are fatal to the ecological eg-
uilibrium. The decision to allow unrestricted
access to foreign trawlers to the Indian seas, to
lease the mining rights of Biladila ike mineral
resources to MNCs at a nominal cost, to allow
Enron, Cogentrix and Dupont lilke MNCs to the
power sector and petrochemical industries, to
allow forces of capital to promate. tourism like
industries having a polluting effect on the
culture and envirenment of our country, to pro-
pagate . the aquaculture and prawnculture like

practices, to promote export agriculture at the
expense of food crop cultlvation, to allow the
global agribusiness firms to trade with the gene-
tical resotirces of our country, to permit multin-
atoinal seed companies to import seeds without
proper tests and other similar decisions are
being proved fatal to the ecologyof our ceuntry,
A <risls of major proportions are agetting deve-
joped. The total area covered by veuetatlon
is getting reducred. The average atmospheric
temperature is geiting increased. Thousands of
poor people have succumbed to sun sttoke and
other high temperature related aflments in this
very year. DPravghts, flceds and other natural
calamhiies bave beccore the order of the day.
The level of ground water 46 sunk {further.
Capaoity of sell to hold water is getting dimini-
shed. Loss of top soll, waterlogging, denudation
and desertification have made thousands of
acres of land uncultivable. Dumping of toxic and
non toxlc waste materials elso contributed to
this. Polluting gases emiting from ewer increas-
ing number of vehicles meke the urban lije diffi-
cult. dnshort the overall picture 4s a frighten-
ing one. The globalisation of capital and sub-
sequent monetarist policies are giving animpetus
to this crisis. Under the existing system it is
the majority of population, the vast masses of
people who are not equlpped economically and
politically to deal with the situation are to bear
the brunt ot this crisis.

Eventhough many of the manistream ecolo-
gical organisations and environmental protect-
ion groups are pointing to all these devast-
atlons they are not in a position ‘to get intg:
the crux of the matter or not capable to identify-
the root causes of this crisis. They talk ab-
out the drawbacks and antl-environmental
character of the mode of development pursued
by the rulers and argue for a ‘sustainable dev—
elopment’. But They are eeger to conceal the
fact that the real culprit behind this ecrisis is
the capital. Itis the indiscrimiate search for
more and more profit that makes the nature un-~
ihabitable and it s led by the global capital.
It 1s the forces of capital which unleashes the
utmost greed to expropriate all the resources
of nature and leave deserts behind. It is the ca-
pital which opens the floodgates of consumerism
and propagates the ttrow away culture As far
as the forces of capital are concerned the whole
nature is a resoures tank from which they can dig
out fortunes andat the same time it Is a junkyand
where they can dump all their wastes also. What
we have to be aware of is that the present ecol-
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. Clinton-Zemin Strategic Alliance:

US president was welcomed in Beijing with
ancient ceremonles reserved for emperors. And
Clinton as: president of the only superpower
which dictates to, and tries to rule over the
world, signed documents on strategic agreements
with the new - ‘mandarins’ of China headed by
Jlang Zemin .on economic and political issues.
Both :agreed to work together In cthe ‘nuclear
<lub’ (P-5), In Security.Council, - and in the UN
«closely. According to People’s Daily the talks
between the two leaders were positive, constru-
«ctive and fruitful. Both leaders called for build-
dng a constructive strategic partnership, and US
volunteered to accept China's leadership. role in
Asia, The rlvalry between the two has come to
an end with the decision to end the targetting of
each other with strategic nuclear weapons. The
June 27 summit produced three dcouments inclu-

A C‘h'al!en'ge Against World People

ding peaceful use of nuclear. technology and
close economic-trade co-operation cementing
thelr ‘strateglic alliance' and ‘most favoured na—
tion' treatments. Jiang Zemin announced in the
joint press conference that “the US and China
are partners, not adversaries.”” In short, this
visit was a total victory for the US imperlalists.
They could bring the bureaucratic capitalist
China In to close alliance with them, opening the
vast Chinese market to US capital and the MNCs.
China will build its ‘“soclalism’ under this strat-
egic agreement with the Yankee, and thus the
Imperialists are proclaiming that they have broug-
ht whatever contradictions that existed between
“soclalism as it existed” In China and imperia-
lism to a victorlous end, with imperialism and
its value system ralsing its banner everywhere.
This proclamatlon is reflected in Clinton's advice

1ogical crisls is not a crisis of the nature but
‘the crisis of the system. '

It will not be possible to resolve this crisls
by preserving the system as such. As the crisis
is the creation of the rule of capital it canndt be
resolved by keeplng the system which allows
the hegenony and rule of capital intact. tience
it is an inevitable precondition to smash the
supreme position of the capital to resolve
the ecological crisis and to make the nature
and eavironmznt habitable. .

The remedies prescribed by many of the
environmentalists that the present degradation
of nature and environment can be reversed by
returning to nature or by resorting to aus.terity
measures or cantrolling thz po>aalation grawth
or by practising self -control or by reducing co-
nsumption or by adopting the ideology of ‘small
is beautiful’ etc: are nat capable to aldress the
political reality of ecological crisis They are not
ready to strugale against or even to criticise the
political and economic system which is the
prime force behind the crisis. Insteadly they try
to paint themselves as those above all kinds of
‘narrow’ political leanings and propagate an
apolitical ideology. What they promote is illusion
that everything including the environmental de -
pletion can be resolved safely within the sy -

stem, The experience of India and that of the
whole world proves the contrary. No environ-
mental crisis can be resolved within a system
gving primacy to thez capital and its inssrmo-
uaable urge to profit.

While we are criticising 'the perspectives and
modes of development pursuzd by Indian ruling
classes during the last 5) years citing the en-
vironmental devastation caused by it and arguing
for an alternate systemn of davelopment in a tra-
nsformed society it should bz noted that wa are
not against all kinds of devz2lopmeznt, machanl-
sation, industrialisation or modernisation. De-
velopment with no devastation to the nature is
possible. Power can b2 generated even without
Chernobils and Sardar Sarovars. Industries can
be established with adequate facilities for waste
and effluents treatment, Agriculture can be de-
veloped even without Bhopal making Union Car-
bides. But such an ecofriendly development is
possible only when the rule of capital Is dispen-
sed with. The experience of societies where the
rule of capital was smashed at least for a limited
period of time shows that it is possible. What we
experlence Iin present day India, passed through
a course of development of 50 years of ‘indep-
endence’ shows it clearly that the struggle to
protect nature and environment is nothing but
a part of the struggle to change the system. @
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News from es

Reporis on mass movements

Karnataka: On June 16th at Huvina Hadagali
taluk of Bellary district mass dharna was organ-
ised by Ryot Coolle Samgram Samithy (RCSS)
activists and local people condemning
govt's budget, demanding anti-peasant agricult-
ural policies causing suicides of the peasants,
demanding immediate compensation to next of
kins of suicide victims and minimurm wages. They
_called for democratic rights, and raise the
slogan “‘we want drinking water, food and jobs,
not bombs and wars”. It attracted people’s
attention in a bid way with large number of them
joining the dharna.

At Lingasugut main centre of Ralchur dist-
rict hundreds of TUC], RCSS and RYF members
and local people par!lcipated in a Rasta roko
raising local demands alongwith political slogans
condemning BIP govt's pbudget, apposing nuclear
tests, demanding democratic rights and calling
on all progressive forces to unite against fascist
policies of Sangh Parivar on 17 June.

to Chinese leaders to speed up total conversion
to western bourgeois models as Yeltsin did in

Russla.

The US imperialists and the ‘m andarin' em -
perors of China are thinking that they have won
the war against socialism, and their joint state=
ment reflects the anti-people arrogance of arch-
reactionaries bent upon perpetuating the capita«
list imperialist system as the ultimate world-<or=
der Buat they can neither fool the people of
China nor the world. The world people are once
again on the move agalnst the jmperialist
system and its agents. This we are witnessing
all over the world everyday, both in the neoco-=
lonies as well as in the imperialist countries.
Yeltsins are in acute crisis, and Suhartos are
thrown out. The contradiction between forces

strugaling for socialist future and the imperialist
system is gharpening day by day, No hegemonic
alliance between Clintons and Zemins can pre=
vent this inevitable development of class strug-
gle and victorious revolutions with the dawn ©

ihe new century.

synur In Raichur district in the nam
?‘f]r‘gc;%ads all roadside ‘dabbas’ wer:
i estroyed on 14 June making
dlatindmg on them destitutes. Imme-
e he leadershipof com. D H. Poojar
assei.e,ople and progressive sections
o[fiCt,g numbers apd marched to tahsil
ponS‘(g: action agalnst the officers res-
arresntom' Poojar and 22 others were
e to Gulbarga jail. Against supp-
leddl»cratlc movements and arrest of
gtvenbs Sindhanur bundh call was
2 blglgd RYF on 15 June which was
releatln 16 June all comrades were
oag 8 June rally and public meet -
»d both of which became big

succey,
pem’irticipatlon 9f large number of

Aanti-worker

. policies of con-
t;::l:t:? league with the local MLA
o o»-repression a big protest ral'ly
S himo 15 June at Bhadravathi in
2R li;y TUC! and RYF. Earlier
Sk ading member of TUCI was
b 'a"c'l on 25 May and tortured.
o] end to police terror and
tortui‘aj officers responsible for the
i culminated with a public
detem;ading comrades called for
i against ruling class policies
s im'-n’ and for demoacratic rights

of workers demands.

A

parlla:llzndla campaign and dJuly 15
g ing organised by the six
all cia;nit‘s in eight districts and
numer;ﬁnrsatluns have taken up
raesn and district level progra-
(g thel five slogans and demand-
o whlcon. Oa 25 June, the day
= on:as declared 23 years ago
Aage myee govt completed 100
meetlﬂdht processions and public
Alargezd at dozens of places.
this all ple are mobilised to make
S rull:: against BJP govt. and
campalg..a zlg success. All India
40 seve'-ea way in Karnataka. In

e Red Flag is active wall-

——

Page 21 RED STAR August 1998

LIQLILISLD




www.padippakam.com

writing and postering in prominent pli
<ompleted attracting people's attention.
leaflefts are published In all districts i
ands explaining the centrally agreed fiw
and local slogans, and explaining the sl
©f July 15 parliament dharna as the fire
wards building up an all India agitatio
intensifyirg neocolonisation and grow)
of fascism posed by Sangh Parivar, -
level campaign Is advancing well,

Following campaign on 25 June
processions were organised in all t;
~quarters followed by well attended p
tings. Hundreds of comrades particil
places rousing good public response.

Moblilisation for 15 July parliam
is already started. 500 comrades ared
Participate from north Karnataka dj

Kerala: State level campaict
of July 15 parliament dt

As part of the all India campai@
the July 15 parliament dharna, ine
post offices at 125 centres in thes
mass dharna was organised on Juns
say that at all places it attracted P
ntion. Main speakers at all placed
the grave consequences of the 110
dictated economic policies logefe
Increasing fascist danger posed 1h
Parivar through Vajpayee govt.

Before this dharna a well orgi-
ganda was organised in all disty-
writings, corner meetings etc, Thid
by cycle-jathas and padayatras fe
five slogans and the significance't
move by the six organisations, 2f
these campalgns the 15 duly parta
has attractad attention of activis—
cal parties, especially of the LF, v
they hurriedly called for protest P
dJune 25 and again on July 3 whed
Flag has already called for picke?!
government instilutions. These [S
show that already the joint initi"
tive slogans by the six organisat!*
ted problems for LF, especial)
among their followers.

On June 5, international ef
Yuvajanavedi organised prote!S
against the nuclear tests by th=

—

_ Y many places, Very well att

:Jtr:ﬂ;:t Tteﬂh't and semiparg were orgaen‘}g:g
opin‘ler?ag:m‘t,"th of centres mobillsing  pyb)ie
it e jingoistic Policles of Vaj.

On 6 June a very well ag
attend
::j:ginlsed ;t fahltya Academy :l‘:l?l%chl:j:;z:
eeva Kala Sahltyavedl rote .t

;_?:t the heinous attacks on Gularz oA'!l.a;:g-l:g;'
w.:s::in by the Hindutua forces, This meeting
W %nlﬁrant as front ranking writers pnnf

rtists from Progressive ranks par-tl'c!plted
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ot R S e

RED STAR

Single copy: Rs. 500
Yearly Subscriptions Rs'. 50.00

For coples send MQOg to:
Manager, RED STAR
Thaikkattussery. PO, Thrissur
Kerala - 680 329 :

— e

Page 22 'R‘EDJSTAR August 1998

LIQLILISLD



www.padippakam.com

{From p. 10)

The consequences of 50 years of comprador
rule are not difficult to understand today. During
this period the imperialists Intensified neocol-
onisatlon and have reached the comrnanding
heights in new form in all fields, While serving
them the comprador bourgeois, bureaucratic bo -
urgeois, big [andlord/ rich peasant classes and the
corrupt political leaderships also have fattened
themselves phenomenally. They have collabor -
ated in making india a neocolony.

As a result the country is brought under
neocolonial slavery, Vast masses of people are
devastated, pauperised. Unemployment and
price rises are making them poorer. Under the
influx of MNCs a new form of deindustrialisation
is taking place closing down many indigenous
units and disinvesting others. The agrarian
field is getting integrated with international
market making land concentration under compr-
ador interests the main trend. It compelling the
disposessed tens of milllons to flock the alre-
ady suffocating urben areas Lucrative service
sector also is surrendered to imperialist capital
This neocolonial slavery is celebrated by the
ruling classes as the great gain of 50 years.

This cannot be allowed to go unchallenged.
All patriotic forces have to be mobilised to ex-
pose the heinous ruling class propaganda. Thr -
-ough this the toiling masses have to be made
consclous of thz necessity to ovarthrow this
ruling system

With this aim CRC, CPI{ (MLy R24 Fiag has
called upon all patriotic forces to gzt united to
Jauach a powzriul countrywida canpaign to ex-
pose the ruling system and t> mobilise the ma-
ss2s for Newv Damocracy with the s'ogans given
below.

[t is the resoyasibility of the Communist
Revolutionaries all over the country to make
this campaign a great success right'from its very
beginning on this 15 August. Let us mobilise
the patrictic forces everywhere and strive hard
for making this campaign a significant step in
our efforts to overthrow the ruling system and
to usher in a New Democratic India.

« Patriots Unite, Fight Against Neocolo-
nial Slavery;

* Fulfill Dreams of Martyrs of Anti- Colon-
ial Struggle;

* Quverthrow Rule of Imperialists and their
Lackeys. o

(From P 2y

Whatever the sectarian may say, comn Souren
Bose was loved and:respected by the rank and
file of the CRs and toiling people.

He has left us leaving behind a great unfi«
nished task in front of us On this 17 August
when we observe the [irst anniversary of his
death, let us pledge to carry forward the
revolutionary struggles to realize a New Dem-
ocratic India with more vigour and determination.
Red salute to com Souren Bose. 0

Press Statement

Resist forcible deportation of
Bengali Mus!lims

The BJP - Shivsena government has inten-
sified the deportation of the Bengali Muslins
from Mumbaij and other parts of Maharashtra by
dubbing them as Bangladeshis. After BJP - led
government came to power at centre this criminal
action is further Intensified. This is a calculated
effort to communalise and divide the people as
a part of the Sangh Parivar agenda.

CPl (ML) Red Flag calls upon all progressive
democratic forces to denounce this heinous
move and to resist it All over India 1nd especi-
ally in Maharashtra and B2ngal active tesistance
should be organised and political campaign
aganist this perni:ious move by the Sena - BJP
government and Sangh Porivar should be initiat-
ed.

Secretary
CPI (ML) Red Flag
28 July 1998,
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