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EDITORIAL

DENG XIAOPING

The life of Deng Xiaoping who died on 19
February had two phases. During the first phase
he was one of the foremost leaders of the CPC
and People's Liberation Army led by Mao
Tsetung in carrying forward the New Demo-
cratic Revolution in China to its glorious victory.

This role in overthirowing - ‘the rule of imperial~ -

ism, comprador bureaucratic bourgeoisie and
feudalism as a leading member of CPC will be
long remembered

But in the Eighth Congress of the CPC
held in 1956 itself, when the question of adva-
ncing towards - socialist revolution came  up,
the struggle between the socialist roaders led
by Mao Tsetung and the capitalist roaders
sharply surfaced. This period had international
significance. In the 20th Congress of the CPSU
held few months before, in the name of corr—
ecting the mistakes during Stalin’s period
Kruschov had succeeded in deviating the Soviet
leadership and party to capitalist path. A
determined struggle on the part of the Commu-
nists to consolidate the gains already made and
to struggle against the revisionist headquarters
of Krushchov was the immediate necessity

Instead Liu Shochi and Deng gave one
sided emphasis on the development of produ-
ctive forces. This approach was later explained
by Deng in his ‘black cat, white cat’ statement.
Whether the path is socialist or capitalist, he
emphasised only on the growth of productive
forces
chov's path with Chinese characteristics’. Deng
and his followers opposed the Cultural Revo-
lution launched by Mao in mid - nineties
following the historic ‘Great Debate’ against
Krushchevite revisionism. Struggling against
continuing the class struggle ina socialist
country under the dictatorship of the proletar-
jat, Deng in effect advocated capitalist path
under the bureaucratic sections who were
trying to emerge challenging the socialist tran—
sformation. In the course of fierce struggle
against’ this revisionist line he was removed
from all positions of power during the CR.

During early 1970s Deng was recalled bas-
«d on his self—criticism. But it was proved too
shallow very soon He started giving his own
interpretations and orientation to economic
actiuities, and on international plane started
confusing the foreign policy of China with the

It was in all respects similar to ‘Krush—

general line of the internatlonal proletariat. In
the course of a bitter struggle once again he
was removed from all positlons of power in 1975.

The course of these struggles showed the
fierce nature of the class struggle during soci~
alist” transformatioh between those who want
to carry forward socialist revolution, and those
who want to divert to capitalist path. In 1976,
immediately after the death of Mao the capi-
talist roaders led by Deng manipulated to
usurp power through'a military coup! In this
they got enormous supporl of the enemles of
socialism within as  well as of the imperialists
the world over The revisionists of all brands
hailed it as a ‘liberation’' from the so — called
chaos of the CR

The Dengists in power suppressed the soci-
alist roaders by executing some, imprisoning
large numbers and purging them out from the
CPC. Vulgarising Mao's ‘Four Modernisations’
drive they implemented ‘privatisation-liberali-
satlon—globalisation policies’ allowing unrestri-
cted entry of foreign capital and MNCs under
the banner ‘soclalism with Chinese character-
istics'. Communes were abolished, allowed
private enterprise in all sectors, established
special economic zones in Hongkong model.
While in two decades a few billionares, a rich
comprador bourgeois sections and rich peasants
came up on the ane hand, the vast majority
were deprived of the 'iron rice — bowl' which
ensured employment, food, shelter, education
and healthcare for all during 25 years of soci-
alist transformation. Under ‘socialist market
economy’ China is once again integrated with
the imperialist global market system in a new
way.

Immediately after usurping power Dengists
advanced the ‘Three World Theory' as the stra-
tegic line of the world proletariat calling for a
global united front against Soviet social imperi-
alism which was evaluated as the principal
enemy of the world people. This theory gave
one—sided emphasis to the inter — imperialist
contradictions and advocated class collaboration
with the imperialists who were included in the
Second World and if necessary even with US
imperialism in opposition to Soviet imperialism.
It advised the Communist partiesto follow
sluit and collaborate with the native compra-

{Contd. P. 22)
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Indian People’s Theatre

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

We in India have a great cu-
ltural heritage, of which we are
justly proud. Through our classic
and folk dances, music, literatur~
e, painting, drama, and other
arts our forefathers gave artis-
tic expression of ineffable bea-~
uty to the manifold facts about
their lives, experiences, aspir~
ations and ideals. This art and
literature have been acclaimed
all over the world as equal to
the best of the cultural achive~
ments of any other peoples at
a corresponding stage of civili~
sation.

Before the dawn of the
present century we were, ho-
wever, witnessing the sad and
painful process of this culture
losing its life and vigour and
degenerating Into a soulless f-~
ormalism. Many of our arts like
dancing and sculpture fast d-
ying away, disappearing into
the vaults of history which like
ancient Babylonian, Greek or Ro-
man civilisation was to been jo-
yed only in ruins and monume-
nts. Here and there cut away
from the main streams of life
they had a pale existence as
hot-house plants in the dec-~
adent atmosphere of palaces,
temples and brothels. Our lite-~
rature and arts harked back to
a distant and legendary past for
their themes or sought refuge
in mysticism and all manners
of obscurantist irrationalism.

The social matrix in which
our classic culture had grown
and risen to splendour had gone
by, never to return. New meth-
ods of production, new social r~
elatlonships and patterns, new
social conflicts and problems
ihave emerged conditioning and

Adopted at all Indja conf-
erence of theatre activists and
revolutionary intellectuals held
in 1943 The conference form-
ed IPTA and elected its first All
India Committee - RS

transforming life. It is a self-ey~
ident and universally acknowle-
dged fact that life has  been
fundamentally transformed since
the breakdown of feudalism, we
are today in the throes of and
even more revolutionary tran-

sformation, and that art or
literature which does not
portray the deepest human

emotions and aspirations of
this epoch cannot have any life
or significance for the people.
In this ever changing world the
artists and writers of the last
century failed signally to main—
tain the growth of our culture
and its living quality by its con-
tinuous adaptation, transformat-~
ion and development for expre~
ssing significant facts, aspiratio—
ns and struggles of our people.
Art lost touch with the
experiences of the masses and
well-nigh paid the penalty of
extinction. On the other hand
the people- failed to develop
their art and make it an inspiring
expression of their struggle for
freedom and were to that extent,
hampered in the very develop-
ment of their struggle.

With the dawn of the
present century, events began
to move faster. The epoch of
imperialist expansion was coming
to an end and the shadows of
the great convulsions which
were later to shake up the whole
world were gathering thick. Deep
fissures were becoming visible

Association

in the world of Imperialism and
the rival camps were feverishly
preparing for a savage war for
the redivision of the world
market. Against these machinat-
ions of the ruling classes, the
revolutionary movements of the
working class and colonial
people:awere gathering in mom-~
entum. In India, a great mass
up-surge had begun to develop
even towards the close of the
previous century The upper and
middle classes in our country as~
sumed the leadship of this mass
movement, and their hopes and
ideals found expression In the
literature of this time.

Social realism of a limited nat-
ure, which had already begun ta
manifest itself towards the close
of the previous century gathered
more votaries. Writers in increa-
sing numbers began to turn away
from the court rhetoric and orn-
ate style of the last century to a
more simple and easily underst-~
andable language of the people
and in their  writings they
exposed the evils of many social
traditions and customs and
generally gave expression to
India’s desire for freedom from
Imperialist domination. Many
patriotic songs were composed
which were sung at rallies, con-
ferences etc. and were a source
of inspiration to the people. The
realism of these writings was,
however, of a limited character,
as the writers who were mainly
from the upper and middle clas-
ses could look at the problems
of India from only their own
class point of view. The conditi-~
ons and aspirations of the vast
massess did not find expressior
in these writings except in a
romantic or sentimental manner

The dramatic stage was not

Page 3 RED STAR March 1997

LIQLILI&BLD



materially affected by even this
limited realism of the early
years of the present century.
Most of the dramas written in
this epoch. including. some of

those from'Tagore's ‘pen; tefided’

to be abstract and symbolical or

they dealt with the experience
of a united class. In  recent
years mahy dramatists® have:
become the exponents of' an
exaggerated’ expression® of’ the

loves longings of the’ middle«
class: The technique:was primi-
tive' and‘the haphazard® attemp-~
ts to adopt: western techniques
which'hiad become out! ofrdate
in their countties of origin only
made the situation worse:

If realism found little:expre-~
ssion on the'stage! it'found’ no
expression in the realmof danci-
ng;sculpture or paintinguntil-very
recently: The revivaliof the nati~
onal consciousness: of the upper
and middle classes: awakened
their interest in these arts  but
they'sought to resurrect the
glory of these arts around! the-
mes which since’ long hadi ceas-
ed to'be of anyigreat: significa-
nce'in'the lives: of the:  people:
‘['heir attitude was one of roma-
ntic revivalism and the themes
of these arts continued to be
tales from mythelogy or the
idyllic scenes fromvan idealised
peasant life. They had no clear
conception or understanding of
the significanice of the forces
which revolutionising  society
and' to them the poignant deta-

ils of the persent  couid not
becomie a suttable material! for
artistic expression. Art. was to

be an ornament, the past unbal-
med and exhibited, a'varlety of

the cult' of ancestral’ worship,
but'not a potent force for the
creation of the future. There

was, therefore, a complete divo-
yce between arts like dancing
and pairting and' the revolution~

ary motifs and attitudes of the
gmasses.
In'recent years, the depth

and sweep of the' titanic events
of contemporary  history, the
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grim brutality of the Fascist att-
acks on culture and freedom,
the grave perils of the present
and the prospects of a bright
future if reaction is® defeated,

have all compelled many sensi~

tive writers and artists to reali~
ze in varying degrees that art
and litetature can have a future

only if they become the authe-
ntic expressions and. inspirati-
ons of the people’s: struggles

for. freedom-and:culture. In. the
field: of literature, great writers
liker Tagore and Premchand" joi-
ned the Progressive. Writers
Movement for the defence of
culture against Fascism and
Imperialism. In the. field of dan-
clng, Udayashankar made a dep
arture from the past and’ prese-
nted his ballets “Rhythm of
Life” and ‘‘Labour and Machine”
in which the artist gave his imp~
ression of the political and" ind-
ustrial life of the nation. This
is indeed a great departure in
regard to dance themes, though
we may not agree with his inte—
rpretation of the situation.

In the field of drama also a
welcome change began to appear.
Plays were staged, which voic-
ed the anti-fascist sentiments
of the people, or the necessity
of unity. among national ranks,
or portrayed the conditions of
the peasantry and working class
and welcomed their emergence
as militant class forces within
the national camp. Here was the
beginning of a progressive stage
movement, a departure from
symbolism and the exaggerated,
vulgarised love themesof middle
class writers. This movement
did not, however, spread to
every province or touch the
masses in India as most of the
dramatists and amateur actors,
who were its originators had
no intimate link with the orga-
nised movements of the peas—
antry and working class. Here
and there student cultural
brigades toured a few districts
and'like the famous Chinese
Peoples Theatre movement,
staged progressive plays in the

country side, educating and
enthusing the people to action.
A strong Peoples Theatre mov-
ement was, however, yet to be
born in India

With the growth of Kisan and
working class mevements, wri—
ters and artists from among the
submerged'masses began to be
stirred by the new hope and
faith in their classes engendered
by these' movements: Village
bards: and factory workers
began to compese and sing their
own:sangs of hope and. defence
of ‘nationaliunity and' internat—
jonal alliance of progressive
forces, but the' organisation of
these:developments: into an all-
Indla movement was' yet'to be:
achieved.

Today our people are in a
gravely perilous situation. The
Fascist hordes are on the bo-—
rders planning and fighting to
overrun our country and destory
our freedom for years to come.
Internally, an alien: bureaucracy
totally isolated from-the peop-
le; seeks to hold its: sway and
prevent' the masses from onga-—
nising 'their own national'defen-
ce, by cesorting to grim repr—
ession. In the meantime, the
food situation in the country is
worsening’ from hour to'  hour
and the entire economic life of
the people is fast disintegrating:.
As against these enemies  of
the people, and the threatening
economic situation, the forces
of the' people are not sufficien-
tly' united. In this hour of
peril; when many of our progre-
sstve writers have become pa-
ralysed’ by despair and' confu-
sion, when many patriots in
thair blind fury hit at the base
of their national defence, we
find’to our great joy and' relief
that the organised peasant and
working classes have kept' their
heads' and' their hopes, and
inspired’ by a practical and sc-
ientific policy, they are leading
the people tolunity and strength.
this

In the wake of great
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struggle for national existence
and freedom, for the defeat of
Fascism and Imperialism, for a
Free India ina Free world, a
great-culturall’ movement has
sprung up' from- among these
defiant- sons of our soil' and
factories, which" breathe of the
new spirit. Old art forms with
new and vibrant themes, all
that is best in our folk arts and
in the spirit of our people are
again bursting into life. Anyone
who has witnessed the cultural
displays of the. Andhra and
Malabar peasant boys or heard
the throbbing songs of the
Bengal peasantry or Bombay
working class, can easily under-
stand what is taking place.
Traditional dances of great be—
auty like Kathakali, which prin-~
ces like the Raja of Travancore
and. idealist poets like Vallathol
tried to. resurrect artificially
within the four walls of temples
and palaces have:suddenly be-
come living art forms,; because
the democratic movements of
the peasantry and working class
have taken them over from their
isolation: and made them the
expressions, of the revolutionary
moods of the people. Here, at
“last the people have themselves
begun to create a new theatre
movement of their own.

It is in this situation that the
Indian People’'s Theatre Associ-
ation has been formed to. co—
ordinate and strengthen all, the
progressive tendencies that
have so far manifested them-—
selves. in the nature of drama,
sengs and dances. lt/is not a
movement  whichis: imposed
from above but one which has
its roots: deepidownin the
culturalawakening:of the masses
of India, nor isit a movement
which discards;our rich cultural
heritage, but one  which seeks
to revive: the lost in: that herit-
age by. reinterpreting, adopting
and:integrating it with.the most
significant facts of; our peopl+
es' lives and aspirations in: the
present epoch. lt:is:a movement
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whighiseeks to make of our arts
the expression and the organi-
zer of our people's struggles
for freedom, economic justice
and a demagratic  culture, It
stands fox justice and a demo-
cratic (_:t‘l.h\llﬁe,. It stands for the
defence of culture against Imp-
erialism and Fascism and. for
enlightening the masses about
the causes and solution of the
problems, facing them. It tries
to quicken their awareness of
unity and their passion for
creating a better and just world
order.

The All India People’s
Theatre Conference

The, All India People’s Thea-
tre Conference met on the 25th
May.at;8-30 a. m. at the Mar-
wari, Vidyalaya Hall, Bombay
and again,at:8-30 p. m. at Da-
modan. Hall, Parel, where the
perfarmance, was, given.

The marning session was very
well attended. All those dele-~
gataes interested in the People's
Theatre had.met for discussion
two days before At this infor-
mal meeting, many subjects
were discussed such as the
difliculties, of organisation, the
angle from. which our PReople's
Theatre plays: should be written
and the need to drawin as
many of .the working class and
peasants . as was possible.

It cleared the way for the
formal.conference at which the
main business was the passing
of the resolution, the forming
of an Alllndia. Committee and
the farming, of Provincial Orga-
nizing Committees.

Prof Hiren Mukerjee was
elected to the chair and then
followed the reading. of all the
provincial.ireports: Bombay by
Anil de Silva, Bengal by, Sne-
hanshu Acharyya, Punjab by
Erie:Cyprian,  Andhra by  Dr.
Gopalan,; U:P..by Begum Rashida

Jdehan and Malabar by K. P,

Nambudiri.

The main resolution was then
propgsed by Anil de Silva and
was as follows:

All India, People's
Theatre Caonference
Draft Resolution

This Conference held under
the auspices of the Indian Peo-
ple’s Theatre Association reco-
gnises the urgency of organising
a people’s theatre movement
throughout the whole of India as
the means of revitalizing the
stage and the traditional arts
and making them at once the
expression and arganiser. of our
people’s struggle for freedom,
cultural progress and economic
justice.

The,  immediate problems
facing the people are external
aggression by the Fascist hordes
who are the deadliest enemies
of freedom and, culture; internal
repression by an alien Govern-
ment which seeks to hold our
people in subjection and prevent
them from organizing. an effec—
tive defence of their own home-
land; rapid disintegration of the
entire economic life of our
people and particularly the
havoc wrought oan, the morale
and the health of our people by
the shortage of food and other
essential articles; and. lastly
the absence of sufficient unity
among the people's forces which
alene can compel the imperiali-
sts to retire, stop.the economic
disintegration  of the country
and defeat the Fascist aggress-
ors.

It is, therefore, the task of
the Indian Pepple’s. Theatre Mo~
vement at present to portray vi-
vldly and:memorably through the
medium.of the stage and other
traditional arts the humandetails

(Contd P- 8)
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LIMA

The Lima hostage takeover
starting with a commando unit
of Tupac Amaru Revolutionary
Movement (MRTA) taking over
residence of Japanese ambas-—
sador on 17 December when the
Japanese emperor’s birth day
celebration was taking place
with hundreds of top ruling class

www.padippakam.com

HOSTAGE TAKEOVER

ries attending. Nearly after
one and half months the com-
mandos have released ‘many
batches of hostagesdepletingthe
number to 70. The 17 December
communique of M R T A stated
that this action is ‘in protest
against the interference of the
Japanese governmerit in the

White U S imperialism is the
main power behind Peru's
Fujimori regime, Japan has been
playing an increasing economic
and political role there. The
communique listed four demands:
“that the government change its
economic policies; that prison-
ers belonging to MRTA be set

dignitories of various count- political life of our ' country”. free; the safe transfer of

On the Takeover of the Japanese Ambassador’s Residence in Lima
by the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA)

The Committee to Support the Revolution in Peru
statement, dated December 22, 1996

This takeover is focusing world attention on Peru. There needs to be much more media
attention to the primary reason why people in Peru are rising up in armed rebellion — the social
injustices suffered by the people T

Since Fujimori's 1992 military coup thousands of Peruvians accused of ‘“‘terrorism' have
been railroaded into prison in secret trials by hooded military judges— cases are typically decided
in minutes with no opportunity for the accused to defend themselves, = There are now over 5,000
political prisoners in Peru. Suspects are locked up three to a 9-by—9 foot cell, with only a half hour a
day outside their cell. Tuberculosis and other illnesses abound, food is poor and prisoners often
suffer claustrophobia and depression.

In Puno's Yanamayo prison, where American Lori Berenson is being held along with
hundreds of Peruvian political prisoners, they are exposed to high altitude and sub — freezing
conditions described by many as “ a slow death”. Political detainees in Peru are generally held
incommunlcado for 15 days or more, during which time they are routinely tortured. Political dete-
ntions are widespread. According to the New York Times, in the past 18 months there have been
about 500,000 detentions (in'a country of 23 million). !

Imprisoned leaders like Abimael Guzman (of the Ccmmunist Party of Peru) have been kept
completely isolated from any of their lawyers, doctors. or relatives. Lawyers who defend
political prisoners have themselves been imprisoned or killed. Attorney Alfredo Crespo, for example,
was sentenced to life imprisonment at Yanamayo for attempting to defend Dr. Guzman in his
trial by hooded military judges.

All these measures are a desperate response of the Peruvian regime to a People's War led
by the Communist Party of Peru which, since 1980, has organized hundreds of thousands of
peasants, workers, students and middle class allies in an armed struggle to Illberate Peru from
principally U. S, domination.

Free market investments and privatizations have resulted in multinational corporations
reaping millions In profits while the level of poverty has doubled since 1990 IMF imposed austerity
measures have kept wages down, increased unemployment, and made it almost impossible for the
poor to survive. Over 35,000 children die each year before age 5 from malnutrition and poverty.
These kinds of conditions are the reasons why the People’s War in Peru was initiated and why
it and other forms of protest and rebellion will continue despite the most -draconlan measures
unleashed by the government. @

' The Committee to Support the Revolution in Peru (CSRP) is dedicated to  organizing
political support for the People’s War in Peru led by the Communist Party of Peru (referred to in
the media as Shining Path)y— a war of the masses to win nationwide political power and establish
a ‘‘new people's democracy.” The Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA), has a different
political strategy and outlook, but as CSRP spokesperson Heriberto Ocasio states “Qur commi-
ttee opposes the crimes of the fascist Fujimori regime, and denounces the cruel and inhuman
treatment of all political prisoners in Peru. We demand an end to the secret trials and- hooded
judges, and call on people to support the just struggle of the people in Peru to end their oppression’’,

(CSRP) issued the following Press
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"READJUSTMENT* IN INDONESIA

The biggest Dutch business
mission ever travelling to Indo-
nesia along with Queen Beatrix

concluded contracts 9orth
more than Dfl 1.5 billion.

=

MRTA commandos to Pervis

central jungle area; and the
payment of a war- tax’.

But the Fujimori- regime with
imperialist support has taken a
stubborn reactionary stand de-
manding the surrender of co-—
mmandos and release of all
hostages. In their propaganda
blitz-krieg against MRTA and all
revolutionary forces in general,
the imperialists and their com-~
pradors call them * terrorists”,
while the fact that itis the
criminal policies of these reac-~
tionaries and inhuman condit—
ions inflicted by them over
people and their vanguard ele—
ments in jail which is provoking
such isolated actions is concea—
led consciously In whichever
way the hostage takeover may
end. Fujimori regime cannot
escape from the crimes it is
committing against people under
imperialist dictated policies as
explajned in the enclosed state—
ment of the “Committee to
Support the Revolution inPeru”.

Peru like all other Latin Am-
erican countries is a typical
case of a neocolony. Under
neocolonisation, in the absence
of a real proletarian vanguard
party capable of capturing. po-
litical power overthrowing the
rule of imperialism and its
compradors, it is natural that
MRTA like forces come up.
While they remain infantile
efforts, they reflect the object-~
ive condition in these countries
The real answer to the challenge
posed by the ruling classes is
the building up of the proletar-
ian vanguard party. ®

The main objective of the trip
was to Improve the competitive
position of Dutch monopolies in
Indoneslia as well as in th> Net~
herlands. Representatives of
small and medium-sized busine-
sses were not allowed to join.

Criticism on the human rights
situation has always been used
by Western countries merely as
a lever for pushing their own
interests. The Dutch governme-
nt oveplayed its hand in March
1992. The Suharto regime reta-
liated by prohibiting the Nether-
lands from extending “develop-
ment” aid to Indonesia. As a
result, Dutch monopolies lost so
many business orders and oppo-
rtunities They could no longer
score through the help of “dev-
elopment-related export-financi-~
ng” from the Ministry of Devel-~
opment Aid.

According to Rinnooy Kan,
president of the Dutch employe-
rs association, the Netherlan~
ds consequently fell back from
fourth place on the list of forei-~
gn investors in Indonesia in
1988 to eighth place in 1994.
In this period, competition
among the world’s multinationa-
Is sharpened, and the Indonesi-
an economy kept growing at
about six percent annually. )

Reconquering the
Market

Indonesia intends to Invest
U S # 100 billion on infrastruct-
ure construction in the next ten
vears, and U S § 15.5 million on
the improvement and expansion
of the electric power supply in
the next five years. The Ger-
man concern Siemens this year
got a DM 1.2-billion contract
for the construction and maint-
enance of a coal~fired power pla-
nt in Java. This is almost equal
to the value of all the contrac-
ts that resulted from the Dutch

royal econamic mission.

Dutch  mongpolies had to
make all-out effort to mollify
the Suharto regime through a

high powered delegation that
included the royal couple, the
crown prince, the  ministers of
foreign and economic affairs,
and top managers of the 59
biggest companies such as Her-
kstroter of Shell, Tabaksblatt
of Unilever, Timmer of Philips,
van der Lede of Akso—Nobel
and Dik of K P N.

Obviously, huge interests are
at stake. Shell is trying to con—
clude the years-long negotiati—
ons on the construction of a
huge petrochemical complex in
Java. lts U. S. competitor Exx~
on last year concluded a contra-
ct for the extraction of natural
gas, worth more than U S § 30
billion. The Dutch government
in support of Dutch business.
has decided to spend Dfl 245
million in the next seven years
to stimulate investment in expo-
rt.

Simultaneously, this is a clear
example of a  readjustment of
Dutch foreign policy. Under the
new policy, not a  single cent
will be spent for the 30 million
Indonesians living below. the
poverty line Df] 250 will be
spent for  strengthening the
competitiveness of the stronge~
st Dutch companles. Sixty per—
cent of the credit facility for
export consists of a commercial
loan, the rest a ‘‘gift'" to the

Indonesian buyer who In turn
passes this on to the Dutch
seller in the form of a higher

price.
Hypocrisy

There has been so much dis—
cussion in the media abovt apo-
logies that the Dutch governme-
nt should make for the colonial
looting and for the 120,000 vic-
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tims of the colonial war followi~

ng the proclamation of Indone-
sia in August 17, 1945, This is
utter hypocrisy!

Dutch employers did  raise a
“gift” of a few million guilders.

(From P. 5)

of these important facts of our
people‘'s rights and enlighten
them about their rights and the
nature and solution of the prob-
lems facing them. It is the task
of the Movement to enthuse our
people to build up their unity
and give battle to the forces ra-
nged against them with courage
and determination and in the co-
mpany of progressive forces of
the world. It is our task to make
this movement a means of spiri~
tually sustaining our people in
this hour of crisis and creating
in them the confidence that as a
united force they are invincible.

For the achievement of these
aims it is necessary that not
only the themes of our songs,
ballads, plays, etc. be suited to
the purpose in view, but it is also
essential that our productions
should be simple and direct so
that the masses can easily app-
reciate and understand and also
participate in the creation and
production of these. A revival
of the folk arts, mass singing
and open air stage are specially
desirable for this purpose.

In this connection we are gre-
atly encouraged to find that
under the stress of the present
situation there has been develo-
ping spontaneously from among
the masses, particularly the milit-
ant kisans, workers and students,
a movement of songs, recitations
and dances rousing the people to
action against the Fasctst aggr-
essors and the food hoarders
and for the release of national
leaders and the achievement of a
nationl government. It is essen-
tial that this spontaneous move-
ment should be organised and
co ordinated into an all-India
people’s Theatre Movement. )

www.padippakam.com

These millions were meant for
the restoration of a bullding of
the Verenigde Oostindische
Compagnie (V O C) in  Jakarta.
The Dutch employers’ ‘‘national
gift” expresses their yearnings
for the times of unlimited expl-
oitation. Reporting on the colo-
nial war, the media mainly play—
ed on the sentiments. of the
“old fighters" in order to disgu-
ise the “police actions.”

R T L 5 was the only televisi~
on station that showed a docu-~
mentary film about the Indone—
sian village of Rawagdeh where
the Dutch army  murdered 431
innocent civilians because it
could not catch a well-known
freedom fighter. But during the
program, no mention was made
of the fact that evidences of
this massacre had been remov-
ed from the army archives.

Meticulously kept out of the
news is the fact that General
Suharto grabbed power through
a military coup organized by the
C I A in 19565 and killed about
one million communisis  and
other progressives. Lwven less
attention is given to the exter-
mination of 200,000 people of
East Timor after this country
became  independent in 1975
and was occupied by the Indon-—
esian army

Mo mention at all is  made of
the oppression of the Papuan
people in Irian Jaya (West Pap-
ua) This is the wesfern half of
the island of New Guinea which
was transferred to Indonesia in
1963. Since the 1970’s, 150,000
have been kiiled.  Thousands
have been driven away by the

US. company Freeport McMor-
an, one of the biggest mining
enterprises there.

This is neocolonialism  at its

worst. While the manopolies of
imperialist countries enrich the—
mselves in Indonesia, the Indon-
esian capitalist class oppresses
the impoverished population

and enriches itself through gra-
ft and corruption, involving for~
eign companies as well.

More Freedom for
Monopolies

The Dutch bourgeoisie is very
eager to strengthen its ties with
this regime of murderers. Mini-
ster Wijers hypocritically told
the press:  “Only through a
more intensive collaboration
are we going to increase our
influence and thus improve the

human rights situation in the
future
With an eye to the bright

future for all the rights of a few
multinationals, Wijers conveni~
ently forgets the past as well as
the present. During the visit,
the Indonesian government
announced that two
who were sentenced to death
and have been  imprisoned for
20 years would still be execu-
ted. A few days later, the royal
visitors presented  themselves
to the press with a monkey: the
queen, the prince and the crown
prince had adopted a monkey,
to make sure that monkeys are
cared for,

nargons
5

The big silence of the Dutch
company managers and their
government about Indonesian
fascist oppression and massacr~
23 is @ support for the Suharto
regime which provides a favor—
able climate for investments

Yet the capitalists demand
further liberalization of the eco~
nomy. Only 200 conglomerates
with a monopoly in several sect-
ors of industry control the eco-
nomy. Most of them are linked
with the Suharto clique. Weste—
rn investors demand the aboli—
tion of these monopolies <o
that they themselves can explo-
it the Indonesian

people in an
unlimited way. Therefore they
will task the International Mon-

etary Fund with adopting mea—
sures to help them as the prob-
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lem of foreign  debt servicing
comes up, At present Indonesi—
a's foreign debt totals US §
100 billion.

Increasing Popular
+ Resistance

Local and foreign investmen~
ts did result in fast economic
growth. It is not so much the
imported new technologies that
push up profits and attract new
investments, but. mainly the
superexploitation resulting from
-extremely low wages and long
working hours.

In spite of the ongoing repre-
ssion, Indonesian workers go on
strike and demonstrate, wrest~
ing some democratic space from
the government. A strong point
is that the workers and the
youth and students are forging
a strong alliance as they go into
action.

In 1992 the independent lab-
our union S B S I was establish—
ed. Though not recognizing this
union, the government cannot
forbid it anymore.

In May 1993, the woman work-
re Marsinah was murdered after
leading a strike for wage increa—
se. Human rights activists made
a poster that was circulated all
over Indonesia. What was inte—
nded by the military to indimid-~
ate the workers worked against
the military itself,

In ngruary 1994, a national
strike in which 150,000 workers
participated was called for the

first time under the Suharto
regime. In April of the same
year, several strikes occured in

the region of Medan. There was
a demonstration in which 40,000
people took part. At present a
strike takes place almost every
week in the industrial area of
Jakarta. :

The workers link the econo—

www.padippakam.com

mic struggle with political dem-
ands against the dictatorship.
Study circles are formed to take
up Marxism—Leninism and the
history of the workers movem-
ent, including the history of the
Communist Party of Indonesia
(PKIy. Upto 1965, the P K I
was one of the three biggest
communist parties in the world,
along with those of China and
the Soviet Union.

The Indonesian working class
and the working people are fig—
hting the alliance of local and
foreign componies. To opt once
more for the struggle for natlo~
nal liberation and social emanc-
ipation opens up  perspectives!
[RODE MORGEN, NETHERLA-
NDS. Reproduced from Interna-
tional Newsletter of J C G]
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Lalbatya, the revolutionary monthly in Oriya was released
on 26 December, the birth anniversary of -Mao Tsetung in a
well attended meeting at Serapur, Bhadrak district, organised
by RYE. Com Sivaram spoke on relevance of Mao Tsetung’'s
contributions today. Revolutionary songs were presented by

cultural activists
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ON PROMOTING SOCIALIST ETHICAL AND
CULTURAL PROGRESS

i The Sixth Plenary Session of the 14th CC
of the CPC has adopted a resolution on “Ques-
tions on promoting socialist ethical and cultural
progress’” in October 1996, It is put forward
to fulfil the ‘‘requirements of the 9th five year
plan (1996-2000) and the long — term object-
jvcs to the year 2010 " It is “inseparable from
the f{ormation and development of Deng
Xiaoping's theory of building socialism with
Chinese characteristics”, and for ‘“‘establishing
a socialist market economic structure”.

It analyses the consequences on the cultu-
ral field of these economic policies pursued
during the last two decades after Mao as
follows: “The standard of the moral conduct
has been lowered in some spheres, and the
practice of worshipping money, seeking pleasure
and individualism has grown; feudal supersti-—
_ tions and. such social vices as pornography,
gambling and drug abuse have resurfaced;
production of shody and fake goods and fraud
have become a social scourge; the cultural cause
has been seriously affected by negative factors,
things that damage the physical and mental
health of voungsters and children have not been
eliminated despite repeated prohibitions; the
phenomenon of corruption has been spreading
in some. places, seriously damaging the work-
style of the Party and the government; and a
number of people have a weak concept of the
state, and waver and doubt the future of
socialism”,

While stressing that “reform and opening
up” to imperialist market system are the hope
for solving China's problems, the fear that
“liberalisation will precisely lead China to the
capitalist path” is exPressed by the resolution
as if these are new problems The remedial
measures suggested are ‘‘promote the mass
production of fine ideoclogical products and
develop a preliminarily prosperous and orderly
cultural market”, develop ‘‘professional ethics
and family virtues’ and ‘‘patriotism”.

This whole approach hinges upon the
statement that “building socialism with Chinese
characteristics is a great cause and a new great
revolution. In this revolution the Chinese
Communists and  people are confident in, and
capable of, transforming their subjective world,
while transforming the objective world and pr—

omoting a high degree of socialist ethical and
cultural.progress while building a high degree
of matarial progress’.

The orily difference between the numerous
administrative orders issued on this subject
since 1982 when the economic reforms and
opening up to imperialist capital was initiated
in a ‘no holds barred’ basis and the present re—
solution is that a whole plenary session was
utilised for it reflectingthe seriousness the
cultural degeneration has reached in China
Even then, instead of learning from the lessons
of its-socialist past the revisionist leadership
who are leading China along neocolonial path
are trying to solve the problem in administrative
ways .with an overdose of socialist jargons,
similar to the path pursued by the revisionist
chieftains in former Soviet Union and East
European countries, and the one still pursued
alongwith Chinese leaders by Vietnamese, North
Korean and Cuban leaders, as if these jargons
unrelated with socialist practice shall bring ‘in
socialist value system

The NEP of Deng has led to the birth ot
many ‘billioners in China. Unlimited freedom is
given to accumulate private property. Foreign
monopoly capital as well as non — resident
Chinese rich are allowed freedom to invest, sp-
eculate and loot. Communes are broken up and
a new bourgeoisie has come up in the agrarian
sector. ‘Consumerism is permitted in all fields.
Under ‘the ‘garb of tourism even child prostit-
ution is proliferating. [Imperialist cultural in-
vasion is allowed freeplay. In short what is
taking place in taoday’s China is a class struggle
indeed, with the imperialists and the apologists
of neocolonialism ruling under Deng’s revisio-
nist banner ideologically disarming the people
and plundering them by all means. Plenum’s
“guidelines and objectives for promoting socialist
ethical and cultural progress"” can only achieve
in this situation a further degeneration of Chin-
ese saciety to neocolonial value system This is
a class struggle in  reverse compared to  the
period of socialist construction under Mao
including the continuation of class struggle
under the dictatorship of the proletariat during
Cultural Revolution.

That in this pleuum declaration andits guide-
lineseven the wordof proletarian internationalism
or even for that matter the internationalism
itself is absent is not accidental. On the one

Page .10 RED STAR March 1997

LIQLILISLD



On Central Pay Commission Recommendations

The recommendations of the Fifth pay
Commission was acclaimed by the media as
“Visiion for a new culture,” “A square deal for
pubic servants,” ‘More pay, less staff’ etc,
These praises from ruling class circles and med-
ia prove the class bias of these recommendati-
ons vividly.

While the propaganda that central employ-
ees got a 3.25 times pay hike is hollow as far
as class lll and IV staff are concerned, these
recommendations are for accelerating the priva-~
tisation-liberalisation plan in government servi:;-
es. The class bias of these recommendations
are explicit in the fact that they have hiked the
pay-scales of class I and Il bureaucrats signific-
antly, and the gap between lowest and highest
pay scales are further widened. This hike for
bureaucrats are justified by showing the ‘“need
for retaining competent executives in governme-
nt at a time when greener pastures are ' attracti-
ng the test among them.” While the officers
are pampered nakedly, what about class 1l1 and
IV staff, the work force who constitute vast
majority of the employees?

The pay commission’s was an exercise to
sanctify the ill-effects of the | M F-W B dictat-~
ed economic policies at the cost of employees
interests. The pay-scales hiked by addnig

=

hand the LCengists are surrendering to imperi-
allst globalisation and transforming China to
the needs of imperialist world order; on the
other hand they are fcoling the people by talk-
ing obout a socialist ethics in isolation within
Chinese boundaries

The present exercise of the Dengist leader-
‘ship is nothing but an effort to create an ideo-
logical base for prolonging the comprador
bureaucratic bourgeois rule they have established
in China after overthrowing the dictatorship
of the proletariat through a military coup im-
mediately after Mao’s death. This document
reflects the uncertainty that has gripped the
new leadership after what happened in Soviet
Union ' and East European countries. In this way
they hope to maintain China as a ‘middle king-~
dom’. But history teaches  otherwise There
is no middlepath possible between capitalist
path and socialist path )

existing and recommended allowances to basic
pay are totally misleading. Whatever little incre-~
ases are provided also will be swept by the exp-
ected inflation following this year's budget. A
serious evaluation of the proposed pay-scales
of most of the employees will show that the
hikes are only illusory. '

At the same time instead of five days, a six~
day week is introduced. Gazetted holidays are
cut. down from 17 to 3. Thus altogother 66
additional workdays are imposed, Further they
may be asked to work overtime without any
allowance. The bonus ceiling of Rs. 4500 in
effect nullifies it for most of the employees
These are the increased productivity demands
in the recommendations.

Added to these drastic cuts in employment
opportunities are also put forward. The exist-~
ing 3.5 lakhs vacancies will be abolished. Fur—
ther recruitments are frozen except for officer'’s
grades. A forced voluntary retirement scheme
(VR Sy is proposed. A 30% cut in present size
of establishment in 10 years is also proposed.
Including health checks after the age of 45 yea-~
rs many more conditions are also proposed in
effect introducing the ‘hire and fire' system in
government services also. Besides a committee
will study proposals for giving the works  done
by class IV staff on «contract to begin with.
Taken together these recommendations are
nothing but naked imposition of the privatisa-~
tion- liberalisation scheme. @

(From P. 12)

Punjab while BJP is totally opposing both.
Besides while Akali Dal opposed the atrocities
committed in the name of suppressing Khali—
stanis, BJP was in total support to this suppr-
ession. This unholy alliance is the new btand of
ruling class alternative attempted under B J P's
leadership. lts victory taking advantage of
negative votes will onlyiead to worsen the
people’s plight as proved by the different ruling
class alternatives in different states and at
centre, since they are also pursuing the econo-
mic policies practiced by Congress under imper—
lalist dictates. Besides, from the appeasement
of .«communal politics by Corngress, this &lliance
is moving ahead with open advocacy of it. Like
congress,these ruling class altergatives will only
serve the neocolonial masters using different
slogans to divide and disarm the people e
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NEW GOVERNMENT IN PAKISTAN

To debate whether an elec-
tion under imperialist or neoc-
olonial dispensation is free and
fair is only an exercise fit for
the bourgeois academics. Whet-
her in the imperialist countries
or in the neocolonies the fair-
est and most free elections
also cannot escape the severe
limitations imposed by the rul-
ing system and money-muscle
power. So whether the election
is free and f{air is only a rela-
tive term. I[f three years back
Benazir Bhutto came to power
in a 'free and fair electiosns’
according to her which was
strungly refuted by NawazSharif,
this time the roles are rever-
sed with Benazir depicting the
election as heavily rigged while
her main opponent pointing out
the results as people's verdict.
Inspite of these claims and
counter claims what is clear is
that the change of government
is not going to reduce the
domination of the military over
Pakistani politics. On the contr-

ary, after dismlssing Benazir
goverment, the president had
set up a ‘Council for Defence

and National Security' with the
three Services Chiefs inside it,
which has further increased the
military domination.

Though it was the military
dictatorship which hanged her
father Bhutto, Benazir had no
hesitation to take orders from
it. On February 3 Benazir com-
plained about rigging in elect-
ions not to the election com-
misslon but to the army chief
hoping he will help her for
the services rendered by her.
During her regime'or after her
dismissal, though she was hig-
hly critical of the president
many times, he never called
{or curbing the power of the
anilitary.

Inspite of whatever he may

now say, Nawaz Sharif will also
follow Benazir's path of appea-
sement with the military bosses.
As the military is closely linked
with Pentagon it is not going to
allow reducing tension in the
region also, as it will adversely
affect the lucrative arms trade
by the imperialists. As far as
the disastrous economic policies
dictated by IMF - WB  which
have ruined the life of the
masses, the new government s
not going to make or is incap-
able of making any major chan—

ges, Especially when like Con-
gress and BJP the UF
government in India is also much
restrained by the imperialist
preferances to keep South Asia
under tension, no significant
initiative can be expected from
this side of the border also to
remove the atmosphere of con-
flicts.

This situation as in the past
do not promise better days for
the pcople of both these coun-
ries. [ )

PUNJAB ELECTIONS

The rout of Congress in Pun~
jab was not unexpected or
accidental. While it is a part of
the anger against Congress at
all India level, in Punjab it also
reflected the heinous and cri-
minal policies pursued by it from
early 1980s first in promoting
the Khalistan movement and
then in the total human rights
violations in the name of supp-
ressing it, both underpresidential
rule and under its ministries.
Added to these, corruption at
all levels had become rampant
under Congress patronage

Its efforts to forge alliance
with BSP did not succeed as
bargaining for seats by both did
not reach anywere. Finally, th—
ough it could forge an oppor-
tunist seat adjustment with
CPI, it could not improve its
image In anyway. Congress from
a party ruling with overwhelming
majority is reduced to a minor
position both in seats and votes.
It is a rebuff not only to Rao’s
policies but aiso to Kesarl po-
litics, and s going to further
accelerate the degeneration  of
Congress.

A copy of the UF  at centre

was tried in Punjab. Janatha
Dal, Samajvadi Party, CPI (M)
and CPl forged a front But
immediately CPI sabotaged it
joining Congress for a seat adj-
ustment. Besides this front was
not having any alternate policies
to project against Congress and
the Akali Dal — BJP alliance.
With their alliance at centre
with Congress, this front was
seen only as an appendage of
Congress.

The alliance of BSP which is
practicing politics of blackmail
on a casteist platform, with Ak-
ali Dal (Mann) whose support
to Khalistan movement is no
secret, with its sheer opportuni-
sm also could not benefit from
the anti-Congress mood of the
people. It 1s in this situation the
opportunistic alliance of the po-

litical platforms of Stkh and
Hindu religlous fundamentalist
outfits, Akali Dal and BJP,

gained big victory riding on the
anti ~ Congress wave. The op-
portunism of this alllance is
well evident from Akall Dal's
support to Anandpur Sahib Res—
olution and autonomy for

(Contd P. 11)
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Ken Saro-Wiwa alongwith eig-
ht other Ogoni activists were ha-
nged by the military regime of
Nigeria in November, 1995.They
were buried in an unmarked gra-~
ve after dousing the bodies with
acid to quicken their decomposi-
tion as his executors feared that

protecting imperialist interests.
Even while UN agencies and the
imperialist rulers of US and EU
shed crocodile tears for human
rights in Nigeria, their financial
agencies and MNCs are intensif-
ying the plunder using the fasc~
istic regime.

do and denjed food for weeks
and medical attention for mon-
ths. My 74 year old mother has
been whipped and arrested, my
wife beaten and threatened with
detention, telephona lines to my
office and residence cut and
they remain cut to this day. my

oficie and home have been ra-
nsacked on three different occ~
asions... ........ A

his memory will provoke more
rebellions. Now 19 more Ogonis
are facing trial and judicial mur-~
der in the continuing struggle of
Ogoni people against the multi-
nationals likke SHELL and the
Nigerian regime wh'ch rules ofr

SHELL is on Trial

We all stand before history. I am a man of peace, of ideas. Appalled by the deni-
grating poverty of my people who live on a richly-endowed land, distressed by their political
marginalization and economic strangulation, angered by the devastation of their land,their ultimate
heritage, anxious to preserve their right to life and to a decent living and determined ta
usher to this country a whole a fair and just democratic system which protects everyone and
every ethic group and gives us all. a valid claim to human civilization, | have devoted all my
intellectual and material resources, my very life, to a cause in which I have total belief and
Irom which I cannot be blackmailed or intimidated. | have no doubt at all about the ultimate
success of my cause, no matter the trials and tribulations which | and those who believe
with me may encounter on our journey Nor imprisonment nor death can stop our ultimate
v.ctory.

| repeat that we all stand before history. | and my colleagues are not the only ones on trial. Shell is
here on trial and it is as well that it is represented by counsel said to be holding a watching brief. The
Company has, indeed, ducked this particular trial. but its day will surely come and the lessons learnt
here may prove useful to it for there is no doubt in my mind that the ecological war the Company has
waged in the Delta will be called to question sooner than later and the crimes of that war be duly puns
ished. The crime of the Company’s dirty iwas against the Ogoni people will also be punished:

On trial also is the Nigerian nation, its present rulers and all those assist them. Any nation which
can do to the weak and disadvantaged what the Nigerian nation has done to the Ogoni, loses a claim
to independence and to freedom from outside influence. I am not one of those who shy away from pro-
tesring injustice and oppression, arguing that they are expected of a military regime. The military do not
act alone. They are supported by a gaggle of politicians, lawyers, judges, academics and busin-
essmen, all of them hiding under the claim that they are only doing their duty, men and women too
afraid to wash their pants of their urine. We all stand on trial, my lord, for by our actions we have
denigrated our country and jeopardized the future of our children. As we subscribe to the sub-nor-
mal and accept double dstandards, as we ke and cheat openly, as we protect injustice and
oppression, we empty our classrooms, degrade our hospitals, as we protect injustice and oppre-
ssion, fill our stomachs with hunger and elect to make ourselves those who subscribe to
higher standards, pursue the truth, and honor justice, freedom and hard work.

I predict that the scene here will be played and ceplayed by generations yet unborn. Some
have already cast themselves in the role of villains, some are tragic victims, some still have a
chance to redeem themselves. The choice is for each Individual,

I predict that .a denouncement of the riddle of the Niger delta will soon come. The agenda
is being set at this trial. Whether the peaceful ways favoured will prevall depends on what
the oppressor decides, what signdls it sends out to the waiting public.

In my innocence of the false charges | face here, in my utter conviction, | call upon the
Ogoni people, the peoples of the Niger delta, and the oppressed ethic minorities of Nigerian to
stand up now and fight fearlessly and peacefully for thelr rights. History is on their side.

Ken Saro-Wiwa was sentence~
d to judicial murder by a fake tr-
ibunal. Before it he said: 'Since
my arrest on 21 May 1994 | have
been subjected to physical and
mental torture, held incommunic-

We are reproducing below the
last part of Ken's speech before
the tribunal.
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Observe March 23
as Anti-Imperialist Day

As every day Passes, with every new dici-
sion of the central and state governments, the
neocolonial plunder of the country is intensify-
ing. The privatisation-liberalisation- globalisa-
tion regime under I M F- W B directives is stre~
ngthened in all flelds. The M N Cs are allpwed
commanding positions everywhere. Under WT O
provisions even corporate nationality  status
for them is thought about. At the same fime
the interest and instalment payments are hiking
the huge foreign debt burden every year.

The cumulative effects of ail these are unp-~
recedented price-rises, unemployment, enslave-
ment of the couniry and pauperisation of more
and more sections of people. From day to day
experience people are realising how much more
heinous and pernicious is necolonialism.

At the same time the ruling class alternati-
ves of all hues including the governmental (sar-
kari) left front are competing among themselves
to occupy the manager's role under this system,
to prove their servitude to the imperialists and
their domestic compradors They are working

hard to prop up the degenerated and totally
corrupt ruling system aganist the people's will

Comrades like Bhagat Singh and thousands
and thousands of people’s heroes sacrificed ever-
ything not for this neocolonial slavery, but for the
libereation of the country from the clutches ofim -
perialisam & feudalism, [or a socialist future for
our people.lt has become the responsibility of the
Communist revolutionaries and all patriotic dem-
ocratic forces more than ever to overthrow the
Indian state serving imperialism and its compra -
dors.

n this context let us mobilise all our forces
alon gwith all democratic {orces to observe the
day of martyrdom of Bhagat Singh and his
comrades, March 28, as antj-imperialist day
challenging the ruling system, and  pledging to
overthrow the imperialist system for ever from
the world, We appeal to all Communist revolu-
tionavies and revolutionary left forces all  over
the country to take initiative in this broad poli-
tical campaign.

C P [ (ML) Red Flag.

Kerala: Red Flag Agitation on
Dalit Christian Reservation Issue

CPI (ML) Red Flag Kerala StateCommitt—
ee has launched a mass movement on dalit chri-
stian reservation with the slogans: Resist under—
mining of SC/ST reservation, Provide separate
reservation for dalit christians, and Scrap NEP
whieh undermine reservation. While UF govern—
ment with congress support is going to include
dalit christians in the SC/ST list thereby und—
ermining even existing SC/ST reservation, BJP
is opposing any form of reservation to them on
communal lines. Both are taking respective po-
sitions with eyes on vote bank while accelerating
the implementation of NEP which alltogother
lead to practically nulliying reservation. In this
situation exposing these ruling parties inclu—
ding the Left Front and demanding separate
reservation for dalit christians the state co-
mmittee has launched the movement. It has
created ' positive response from not only the
dalit and dalit christian sections, but all
secular, democratic forces also.

‘LDF .government has given police

Under the LDF goverment, following the
amendment to Adivasi Land Protection Act
which is denying the right of alienated land
to' Adivasis, they denied protection to their
cremation grounds also. The traditional burial
ground at Cheempoyil in Wynad district which
was illegally occupied by a landlord who s
also a member of BJP few years back = was
confiscated by adivasis led by Red Flag. It
was once again used burial ground. Now
piotection
to the BJP landlord in tune with its policy to—
wards: adivasi land- Challenging this with the
massive support of Red Flag activists once
again the body of an adivasi comrade, was bu-
ried there. Now police has _ filed  a criminal
case and started harassing the adivasi's and
Red Flag supporters. Oppasing this, as a part of
the ongoing struggle for adivasi land a rally
was organised, Hunderds of adivasis who pa-
rticipated in the rally declared that struggle for
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KARTHIK

On Datta Samant’'s Murder

The similarities between what happened at
Durg-Rajhara—Bhilai leading to murder of
Sankar Guha Neogi and now at Mnmbai leading
to murder of Datta Samant are many. The only
important difference being that what is happen-—
ing at Mumbai is at a mega-scale.

The post-emergency years witnessed a
spurt in democratic consciousness and increas.
ed working class militancy. Simuitaneously
many new industries were started in Chathisga-
rh region of M P alongwith mining for a large
variety of raw-materials. But the major trade
union centres were not ready to lead the work-~
ing class against increasing suppression and
exploitation. While I NT UC continued to
serve management interests imposing its domi-
nation through collaboration with the manage—

their alienated land will be continued until
victory.

During UDF rule, as a part of the stru—
ggle aganist privatisation of education and
opening capitation fee colleges there were ma—
ssive people’s movements. As a part of this
when DYFI activists had organised march ag-
ainst then co-oprative minister M.V. Raghavan
(former CPI (M) leader), who had launched a
capitation fee medical college in his locality
under the control of himself and K.Karunak-—
aran, the then UDF chief minjster, police fired
and five DYFI actvists died. LDF had pledged
to put an end to capitation system in this medi—
cal college and in the state as a whole if it
comes to power. At that time itself the youth
and students movement led by Red Flag who
were in the forefront of the struggle against
privatisation had challenged CPI (M) leadership
quoting what LDF was doing in W. Bengal.

Now LDF is in power and they are implemen—

ting the UDF policies with more vigour betraying

the five DYFI youth who sacrificed their lives
at Koothuparambu not long back. When LDF
and UDF are united in the privatisation  of
education. and opening of numerous capitation
fee institutions, Yuvajanavedi and KVS have
launched a state wide agitation . against it.
They are challenging the denial of democratic
rights to the students in the name of . High
court verdict also. This radical movement led
by revolutionary youth and students have
attracted the attention of all progressive se—
ctions’ @

ment, neither AITUCnor CITU could fill
the void as they had embraced reformist path.
None of them were ready to resist the increas—
ing contract system nor mechanisation and aut-
omation throwing out thousands of workers.
This void was filled by Sankar Guha Neogi who
led many militant ecconomic struggles,

Though he cou!d not develop a correct poli-
tical approach, in the concrete situation of Cha-
thisgarh where people’s contradiction with the
state was intensifying and all other leaderships
in the main had become representatives or apo-
logists of the ruling classes, Neogi started sym-
obolising the working class interests. So he
had to be eliminated. Through his murder the
vested interests could give a severe setback to
the working class movement in the region atle~
ast for the time being. His own Chathisgarh
Mukcti Morcha (C M M) and its trade union wing
were brought under reformist leadership comp-
elling the revolutionary elements  within to go
out.

Datta Samant entered the T U scene in the
1960s at Mumbai suburbs. By that time [N T~
U C had become notorious for its dafa/ charac-
ter, serving the management interests. As for
as AITUC, the TU centre witha glorious
history of numerous struggles was concerned,
under the by then degenerating influence of
Dange, the staunchest advocate of Krushchevi-
sm in India, it was failing to represent the wor-
king class interests more and more. The T U
centre led by George Fernandes, the  socialist'
(and now Samatha) leader, also could not chall=
enge the growing attacks from the managemen-~
ts, inspite of its occasional militant strike stru— -
agles. C 1T U, when it was formed, also rema-
ined a non-starter. So the decade before the
emergency declaration .witnessed stagnancy in
the T U field, unlike the earlier decades.

Like in all other parts of the country, the
post emergency years called for launching wor—,
kers struggles to challenge the growing  ruling
class offensive. As partners or supporters of
the Janatha reggme HM Sor AITUC orC I-
T U could not take this responsibility. Like
INT UC, they were also becoming statusquo-—
Ist. As a result, the decade from late 1970s
witnessed a sudden growth of the T U force led
by Datta Samant. His arrest and expulsion
from Congress during the emergency increased
his influence among workers.,
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The longest strike by about 2 lakh textile
mill workers from January 1982 demanding inc-~
reased wages and making bad/i workers perman-
ent under the leadership of Samant's Mumbai
Girni Kamger Union was a turning point. Ins—
tead of focussing on getting the notorious Bom-~
bay Industrial Relations (B I Ry Act which reco-
gnised the collaborationist I N T U C affiliated
R M M S (Rashitriya Mill Mazdoor Sangh) as the
sole bargaining agent for the workers and  buil-
ding the largest possible unity of the working
class, the strike focussed only on the economic
demands and Samant preferred to go alone
Inspite of it all democratic forces supported
the strike. It lingered on too long and the man-
agements ulilised the opportunity to impose
closures and large scale retrenchment without
compensation. In effect the strike failed and it
caused a further set-back to the working class
movement in Mumbai. This strike is a very
good example of the failure of a major workers

struggle for want of raising political demands
and focussing on them.

The failure of textile strike opened a new
avenue for the Mumbai underworld and builde—
rs assisted by the corrupt state machinery.
This criminal ganging up planned to close all
mills and utilise the prime area of 28 sq. k m
with them costing more than Rs.15,000 crores
for real estate. But this move which will make
80,000 workers jobless was consistently oppo-
sed by Samant’s union and other progressive
forces.

~ But all the underworld mafias of Mumbai
led by Dawood Ibarhim, his Dubai based assist-
ant Chota shakeel, Arun Gawli,'Amar Naik and
chota Rajan are interested in this  bigpie. 'So
while all of them oppose workers resistance to
defeat the closure of factories, there are incre-
astng group rivalries and' many killings among
them for blgger share of this transaction.

Another area-of conflict was inter—union
rivaley. The miltant strike struggles by 'working
class in Mumbali in the post emergency vyears
and early 1980s were seen as a challenge by
the ruling classes. One of the main tactics dev~
zloded by them was to create 'a new set of coll~
aborationist unions besides | N TUC. Shiv
sena was all too willing with its Sramik Sena to
serve the managements. Sena activists used
goonda tactics to impose thelr hegemony at
many places. Another new entrant was unions
iled by mafia men. Congress affillated R M M'S
is now led by Sachin Ahir, a nephew of Arun
Gawli. ‘Some other unions are also taken over
by‘maffa'men. In'many of the recent -struggles
Jed by Samant for example in Richardson ‘and

Cruddas, Modistone, Mazagaon Docks etc he
had to face Sena and mafia unions.

Another area of conflict was created by
the consequences of the NE P. H bad/i was
common to only textile mills in the past, casua-
lisation and contracterisation has become the
predominant trend today following privatisation-~
liberalisation. Most of the factories have sta-~
rted cutting down strength of regular workers.
Instead major part of work is 'given outside on
contract system. The state machinery is open—
ly assisting this trend denying all  hard-earned
democratic and T U rights to workers. The
Shiv Sena~ B J P alliance government has inte—
nsified the onslaught on workers. As a result
in National Rayon Corporation, Premier Autom-
obiles etc. the unions of Samant had to face
many serious challenges. The effects of dein -
dustrialisation and the relationship between
growing criminality in the society and the N E P
were getting manifested in the T U field.

This situation demanded a serious evaluat-
ion and a political challenge from the working
class. But Samant had no such political vision
except his sincerity to the working class cause
The ATITUC, CITU,HM S'like official left
unions repeatedly failed to glve such a leaders-
hip due to their collaboration with the perpetr—
ators of the NE'P. So eventhough Samant of
late was ready to take political positions again-
st some 'of the consequences of the NEP in
the over dll atmosphere of surrender to ruling
class politics even by the non~Congress as well
as non-Shiv sena-'B J P forces such a polaris~
ation was not taking place. Though the revol-
utionary left had some influence among the
working class, due ‘to continuing influence of se-
ctarianism they fall to play any role in this criti-
cal condttion. As a result of all these the ene-
my as a whole got emboldened to strike down
Datta Samant,'the most militant trade union
leader 'in Mumbai presently. With this blow,
enemies of working class movement hope to in-
flict a further setback to it and disarm the wor-
king class.

The murders of Neogi and "Samant, brutal
killings of many‘'more T'U activists in different
states are not isolated questions. These are
part of a general plan by ‘the managements—
both foreign and native-, the mafia ‘gangs and
state machinery'to terrorise the working class
in to submission. Such attacks on organised
working class movement is 'going'to increase in
the coming days when the'ill effects of NE P
are going to manifest more ‘and ‘more, and the
workers will' be' compelled to come ‘out'in stru-
ggle. =
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HAWKERS EVICTION IN CALCUTTA

Like launching a major warfaré
against an attacking enemy army . dozens
of bulldozers went to many areas of Caleutta
in November, with thousands of policemen
and corporation employees in the ‘Operation
Sunshine' to demolish the hawkers shops.
Jyothi Basu's LDF government was in a hurry
to clean Calcutta streets for a high wvoltage
international conference in January 1997 sp-
onsored by the Confederation of Indian
Industries. Especially when a front-ranking
imperialist like John Major, the British prime
minister, and senior members of his cabinet
were. also expected to attend it alengwith
representatives of numerous MNCs, is it not
the responsibility of the longest serving chief
minister and his ministry to clear the streets
of this city once built by the colonial mast-
ers? Whatever may happen to more than two
lakh hawkers and their families, the LDF
has decided to make a better show place
before the international trade and commerce
chieftains as directed by the imperialist agen-
cies like IMF and World Bank.

Before taking up this drastic measure, what

weighed most with the CPI(M) think-tanks
was not what ithe hawkers and families ‘do
for earning a living, but how it will affect
the different vote banks in the city. Even

when scores of bulldozers were mowing down
rows after rows of stalls erected by - the
hundreds of thousands of hawkers. the CPHM)
bigwigs were calculating how many more eity
asssembly seats it will win for them in ithe
next elections. The state leaders of Congress
are ‘scared of this possibility. So even when
some of its dissidents called for a 12 hour bundh
on-27 November, they kept quiet afraid of disp-
leasing the business community and .middle
classes. Both 'LDF and Congress are .united
in this eviction war, as both are now iduty-

bound to serve the elite classes and imperi-
allst interests.

LDF'has never bothered ‘to make a suryey
of the hawkers and announce their tatal
=3

The enemies of the working class who “have
ganged up to suppress the working class meve-
ment can.be resisted only if powerful proletari-
an unity is bullt up and this organised force cha-
llenging the present ruling system. Taking ‘less—
ons from the murder of Samant. the revelution-

ary'left and T'Us attached to them should take

initiative in this. @

number within city limits and how such a
huge number happened to depend on hawking
for earning a living. LDF leaders are surely
aware of these facts. It is from the partition
days the number of hawkers started increa-
sing. As more refugees started pouring In
their number went on multiplying in the
absence of any other means. Side by side
as the post -1947 policies of Congress and
later LDF administration did not batter living
conditions of the poor in the countryside
they started flocking to urban centres. It
is happening all over India as proved by
the - increase in the percentage of urban
population from 10 to 33% during last 25
years. Like Congress, BJP or other ruling
class parties, LDF has no solution to this
intensitying urbanisation, unemployment and
pauperisation of masses. The NEP started
Rao government and faithfully pursued by
the UF government including the LF parties
has only worsened the situation. Instead of taking
measures to solve this problem, LDF govern-
ment is engaged in the banishment of the
poor from ‘the streets so that the rich c¢an
enjoy the city life better.

This inhuman criminal action of LDF
government calls for severest condemnation:

dyothi Basu's LDF ministry may succeed to

- overwhelm the large number of hawkers for

the time being in order to spread red carpet
for imperiaHst masters. But the people beco-
ming more and more disposessed cannot be
put down for ever. They are bound to rise
up in withrage aganist their tormentors and
their masters in the days to come. 7

Against Murder of Datta
Samant

CPI(ML) Red Flag Mumbai committee
and TUCI committee protested against the.
Murder of Datta Samant. Street corner mee-
ting were organised outside suburban frailway’
stations. Workers and progressive forces in
large numbers are participatingin the protest
programmes organised by different organi-~
sations.
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A NEW BRAND of DALITISM

During the last one decade, after going out
of CP 1 (M L) people’'s War, K. G. Sathyamurthi
has taken many incarnations— always with a
new brand of Dalitism as ideology.  During his
C P 1(ML)jdays he had taken sectarianism to
extreme limits. Once out of P W G if he said
that he was expelled due to his differences with
K. Sitharamiah on the tactical line~-whether to
follow 'hit and run’ or ‘hit and stay'—~ now he
has started saying that he was expelled becau-
se he was a dalit. But he never accepts that
he enjoying the majority support in the C C of
P W G was undemocratically expelled not beca~
use of belng dalit (of it were so how he could
become even the secretary of P W G) but bec-
ause of the sectarianism in that organisation in
fostering which he had also played a significant
role. After estrangement with P W G he never

tried to bring togther the revolutionary forces -

and to build a proletarian party. Instead’ he
altogother left Marxist-Leninist posttions. Aba-~
ndoning the path of class struggle, counterpos-—
ing caste to class he embraced caste struggle
as the vital issue and rejected proletarian tlass
out look. That is why he joined hands  with a
rabid anti—- Communist like Khanshiram and
became A P leader of B S P.

But this sojourn was very  short
(or expelled from?y B S P on the issue

He lelt
of his

role in selecting candidates to elections! He
formed for some time AP BS P. Butitdid
not clique in any way. So he abandoned these
efforts and is on a new expedition to launch his
Federal Democratic Party (F DP) with an oft
repeated combination of ‘Marx, Ambedkar and
Phule’' as his ideology. His objective capturing
power through the wunity of all S Cs/ S Ts,
backward classes and minority communities in
the parliamentary path, the theme of all those
who talk about social justice from Janatha Dal
to BS P.

If his theme is state, his methods are car-
ning him backers from N G Os and those who
are having doubtful links with imperialist cent-
res. For example his recent trip to Kerala was
promoted by a bureaucrat who has already pla-
ved a significant role in degenerating another
Naxalite group of A P to dalitism. He belongs
to those groups of bureaucrats who are in pro-
minent positions in the state machinery, and at

the same time play important role in N G Os
or have direct or indirect links with the inte'li-
gence agencies of imperialist countries includi-

ng C I A. By denouncing  the history of the
proletarian movement in the country and his
own history, Satyamurthy has become an obed-
ient servant of the ruling classes.

Patents, Parliamentarians and NGOs

Red star has received a report on the
‘National Conference on TRIPS, Patent System
and New Moves on Foreign Investment’ organised

at Delhi on October ~11 from Dr S.K Sharma, a -

participant, which is reproduced below:

The National Conference was organised and
attended by ‘Parliamentarians on Intellectual
Property and National Working Group on Pate-~
nt Laws’. Noted participants and speakers on
various aspects of the subject were Justice
V. R. Krishna lyer, Dr Murali Manohar -Joshi,
Jaipal Reddy, Rabi Roy, Dr. Ashok Mitra, A B.

Bardhan, Dr. Nityanand, Surendra Mohan, Prof. .

Malini Bhattacharjee, Balraj Mehta, B.K. Koyla,
Dinesh Abrol, Ashok Rao and Dr Suman Sa-
hai.

The main issues discussed were Issues
and Challenges, Patents and Plant Variety Prot-
ection, New Moves on FDI, Patent System, and
Science and Technology. Concluding session
was on ‘Focus on Solidarity’ and Joint Statement.

It was a unique assembly of represent-~

atives from BJP, Janatha Dal, CPl, CPI(My,
besides intellectuls from universities, CSIR
and DRDO Laboratoaies, NGOs, and leading

figures' from Associations of Scientists and
Engineers. Implications of new plant regime on
domestic industry, R and D,and Consumers
were circulated {for the over 100 delegates to
the: Conference.

Need for education of public was felt
as not many even in Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha
and Reserch Laboratories are aware aboui the
mythand realities of the implications of the new
policies an Indian economy and R and D activities.

"~ The . report concludes by expressing
satisfaction that the ‘National Working Group
on Patent Laws' and the ‘Forum of Parlia-
mentarians’ have so far successfully created’
awareness on this subject in Delhi. The
Conference wanted to hold such Conferences
at other places also. Report concludes by
stating that an International Conference on
the above issues is also organised at New
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Red Flag Spearheads Movements
Against LD F Regime

The struggle for protection of adivasi land
has taken a new turn in Kerala. When the
LDF government took over due to court orders
a decision had to be taken on the implementa—
tion of 1975 Adivasi Land Protection Bill
which  became anact in 1982 Successive
governments of UDF and LDF had postponed its
implementation surrendering to rich settler's
interests. This time when with the help of
UDF led by Congress, the LDF government
decided to amend the act in the interest of the
rich settlers, it had not expected a mass move-
ment organising the adivasis against it. This
is exactly what CPI (ML) Red Flag and the
Adivasi Land Protection Front did derailing not

Delhi, in November.

This whole exercise shows how the
serious issue of patents and making India a
member of WTO is depoliticised, or the real
political content of the issue is bedting taken
out. First of all CPI,CPI[M}and progressive
intellectuals joining hands ‘in15 BJP and
NGOs shows the extent of ‘opportuuism
exhibited by these forces. Refusal to attack
the ruling class policies under imperialist
dictates which have led to present meocol-
onial enslavement exposes the class coolla-
borationist approach of all these apologists
of necolonialism.

Neither parliamentarians explained nor
the intellectuals asked them why such an
important issue like entry to WTO was
never put to vote in Lok Sabha or Rajya-
Sabha. Did not all the parliamentariens cone-
pired to avoid a serious discussion and
voting on Dunkel proposals, signirg of
GATT Agreement and entry in to WTO
both in Lok Sabha and Rajya sabha? Is it not
a fact that in this Conference and in all
such activities of the participants of this
Conference ‘a clear cut anti-imperialist stand
is never taken?

In fact, these Conferences are not
for educating the people, but to confuse
and disinform the people and divert them
from the path of “antisimperialist struggles.
The  parliamentarians  ranging from JPto
CPI(M), the NGOs and intellectudls collabora-
ting with them are colluding in this heinous.
exetclse. i ' ] i

+ i
(P~ ‘

only the unanimous amendment carried out by
Kerala assembly, but also the Solidarity like
NGOs who were trying to project a few adivasi

leaders to divert the attention of adivasis from

cardinal issues. Contrary to their expectations,
a big mass movement was launched which com—
pelled all to toe the position put forward by
ALPF. The LDF govt. had to become defensive
Even the sectarian hostage-drama staged by
Ayyankali pada, the publicity given to it by
media, and LDF government's police action
against CPI (ML) Red Flag, ALPF and adivasi
masses in the name of catching the four youth
who were set [ree after the d7zma under gover-
nmental orders could not suppress the adivast
and movement. ALPF organised tens of
thousands of adivasis and continued struggle.
It exposed the BJP who tried to champion the
movement spewing communal venom by organi-
sing a march to the burial ground of adivasis
illegally occupied by a BJP leader of Wynad
and occupied it Though RSS goondas attacked
them and police arrested large number of
ALPF activists and adivasis as at other places
the movement is still gaining strength comp-
elling even the all India agricultural workers
union of CPI (M) to criticise the amendment,
and fomenting internal problems within CPI o
CPI (M), and between them.

At this time the police force under CPI
(M) chief minister has hatched a conspiracy to
stage Palghet style actions by Ayyenkali Pada
in Wynad with its backing. An eveninger pu-~
blished widely from '8 centres by the Catholic
church is also behind this conspiracy along—
with some NGO masterminds at Delhi, The
idea is 1o divert the adivasi agitation to secta—
rian path and to suppress it. But CPI (ML) Red
Flag has exposed this conspiracy and hds
organised a campaign against it, with the deter-
mination to continnue the mass movement for
adivasi land. In this process it is trying. te
unite the adivasis with the poor settlers against
the rich settlers and. estate owners in  whose
interest both UDF and LDF parties are united.

Yuvajén;iw}edi prevents auction of' ¢
forest land

- In Kozhikode = district the attempt - by
forest department to auction and self 600 acres
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of prime forest land to vested interests was
picketed and successfully prevented by Yuva-
janavedi volunteers. Vedi has decided to inten-
sify struggle for protecting the remaining forest
land against government policies which give no
importance to ecological issues.

TUCI leads workers struggles

Nearly a lakh of workers of traditional
coir sector are in struggle in Allapuzha district
demanding better wages and service conditions.
In this fragmented industry controlled by major
exporters, the agreement signed by CITU,
AITUC and other major unions with the mana
gement were flonted by the exporters throwing
thousands of small producers and nearly a
lakh of workers Lo wiserable condltlon. Like Its
predecessor UDF government, the LDF govern-
ment is not ready to take action against the
exporters. No major unions are also not ready
to lead workers in struggle. In this situation
TUCI has organised a major agitation mobilising
large number of workers demanding immediate
solution to the crisis in coir sector.

TUCI affiliated Coats india Workers Orga-
nisation is contiruing the struggle for opening
Madura Coats unit at Koratty, Thrissur district.
Contrary to election time promises LDF s
helping the MNC to impose an anti — worker
agreement on workers which if implemented will
make two thirds of the 2600 workers jobless.
Workers have rejected the agreement and have
accepted TUCI leadership in struggle. As a
part of this six month old continous struggle
supported by other trade unions and revolut-
jonary mass organisations on January 4 the
national highway in tront of factory gate was
pricketed blocking the traffic for hours.
The relay huuger strike at factory gate started
in November is still continuing. Inspite of the
refusal of major unions to participate more and
more workers and their family members are
joining the struggle

Fish Workers United Forum (TUCIy has

launched a campaign to intenslfy the struggle

tor cancelling the licence issued to foreign tra-
wlers for deep sea fishing in  Ernakulam and
Alappuzha districts. Besides the front has de-
'manded the implementation of the protection
law for sea ~ shore sclentifically The LDF
government has opposed the law for serving
the interest of the tourism-real estate lobby. It
its agalnst the interest of the fish workers.
TUCI has called for Intensliying these anti-
wworker policles of the LDF government

That the Gosree project at Kochi is against

the ecological interests of the area is explained
by many study reports. Still like the UDF, the
LDF is also going to implementit ignoring
people’s protests. Yuvajanavedi launched a

people's march against this project on Janu-
ary 17.

While in opposition LDF and CP1 (M) in
particular had launched many struggles against
privatisation ~ commercialisation of education
resorted to by UDF  government. Especially
when a capitation fee medical collage was star-~
ted under management of a trust controlled by
K Karunakaran and CMP minister and for
CPI (M) dissident M. V. Raghavan, as a part of
running battle against DYFI blockaded Raghavan
everywhere. At Kuthuparambu during one
blockade five DYFI youths were killed in police
tiring. Now before the blood of these youths
have lost its warmth, LDF is in power and it
has refused to take over this Pariyaram medical
college as declared by till election days. Mor—
eover a number of capitation fee colleges are
given permission, one of them, an engineering
college recently inaugurated by LDF education
minister Joseph. Besides contrary to  earlier
positions preuniversity course is bifurcated and
started as plus two course in schools mostly
as unaided courses. It is nothing but a step to
surrender the education to dominant Catholic
church further. Itis part of LDF's communal
appeasement policy exposing the hollowness of
its anti—-communal words. Focussing these
issues and demanding an end to capitation fee
system and privatisation ~commercialisation of
education a successful march was organised by
KVS and Yuvajanavedi from Par yaram to Tho-
dupuzha where the new capitaiion fee engi-
neering college is inaugurated. At tKuthuparambu
and hundreds of places where meetings were
organised the volunteers got warm reception,
and all the way the 300 KM march was success-
ful. It has given a new flllip to students and
youth movement demanding education for all,
opposing privatisation, and implementation of
free and compulsory education till secondary
stage.

The state wide political campaign launched
by CP1{ML) Red Flag state commitee, and the
exposure of UF government's policies at centre
more and more have become a major blow to
the ambitlons people's planning  programme
launched by LDF to hoodwink the people. ‘It
has lost whatever popular support it received
in the beginning. Even CPI (M) mass organis-
ations are not much active in it now. It has
become a project of the government employees,
teachers and NGOs including Sastra = Sahitya
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Parishad. The role played by Red Flag in
exposing the project has angered CPI (M) Jead-
ership.

These statewide political campaigns  and
struggles by class and mass organisations have
compelled to come out with  the oft- repeated
propaganda that the Naxalites become active
only when they come to power They repeat
this lie inspite of the fact that Red Flag was
very much active during former UDF regime
even organising a very successful Kerala bundh
against GATT treaty. This propaganda is re-
peated by the reactionary media and UDF Jead-
ers with an entively different objective to show
that law and order has broken after LDF
coming to power. Irrespective of these counter—
revolutionary propaganda and repressive
government policies CPI (ML) Red Flag and
the revolutionary mass organisations are becom-
ing polarising centres of the popular forces
2gainst not only LDF and UDF, but also against
BJP and other communal forces. The NGOs
have also lost most  of the glamour here as
they get in other states as a result of this rey-
olutionary campaign, @@

Mumbai:

Diamond workers win struggle
for job security

Seventy workers of Gemlight Diamond
company have won a battle for job security
during December 1996 in Mumbai. The ma-—
nagement of Gemlight Ltd. Guragaon, a diamond
cutting and polishing company decided to close
the company and to shift it to some other place
to restart under a new name. The workers
were told of the decision on 30th November
and asked to collect their dues the next day.
Closing down companies and starting in new
names is a common practice in Mumbai among
small  scale and medium industries to deprive
the workers of their dues like gratuity etc and
to reduce wages. The workers of Gemlight
were told that they would be taken back as
casual or contract workers in the new firm.

The workers having no Unions upto that
time formed themselves into Union under the
!eadership of Com: Dilip Patole and demanded
job security and raise in pay of Rs 500/-per
worker irrespective of the length of service.
The management though tried to -evade ‘the
issue initially, seeing the unity of the workers
2greed to  continuously engage them in: jobs
and to raise the wages by 10%. The unity and
struggle of the workers of Gemlight is seen as
a better model by the workers of similar firms. «

Workers Struggla in S. Korea

South Korea is always projected the world
over as an economic miracle under IMF - WB
sponsored structural adjustment policies. But
during December - January it was in news for
the growing labour strife.

Even when the imperialist media was eul-
ogising the economic leaps of S. Korea It was
no secret that it was achieved by plundering
the toiling masses and depriving democratic
rights. At the behest of US and Japanese
imperialists it was brutally putting down all de-
mands for Korean reunification also. So vearly
revolts by students were a common feature.

South Korea is run by 30 business conglo-
merates very much in the model of Japan.
Using the pretext of its coveted entry in to
OECD, these conglomerate pressurised Kim
Young Sam administration tointroduce liberal
hire and fire laws under recommendations from
OECD. This criminal law was passed in just
six minutes alongwith 10 other pieces of legis-
lation including increasing the power of intelli-
gence services exposing the nature of the
democracy practiced in this country.

These steps have sparked the biggest ever
workers’ struggles joined by students and other
progressive sections. They demand the can-
cellation of the new laws. On many days strike
struggles by more than one million workers
paralysed all industries causing production loss
of # 2.1 billion in December. AsKim is bent
upon imposing fascist measures under a demo-
cratic garb the struggle is bound to continue.

US and UN

US Imperialism and its representative Ms.
Adeleine Albright inUN proved how it can
dictate to the world body by ousting Boutros—
Ghali from the secretary-general ship and gett-
ing its nomination of Kofi Annan accepted
without protest. Now Clinton starting his second
term has assured Annan payment of US dues
so that UN can function for US and its allies
more obedlently than before.

Besides Clinton administration has rewarded.
Adelelne Albright by elevating her as  secretary
of state to continue her notable services to US
imperiallsm In putting down even the slightest
anti-impetrlalist moves anywhere In the world.
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(From P.23)

who have sacrificed everything for the liberat-~
ion of our country from the clutches of
imperialism, comprador bureaucratic bourgeoisie
and feudalism.

Today, though the reorganisation of the
Party has still not reached a significant stage,
both in this process of uniting the Communist
revolutionaries under Party’s banner, and in
initiating the unity of the revolutionary left
based on political slogans we have achieved
limited success. For carrying forward these
tasks it is necessary that we evaluate the
experiences of these 25 years after the mart—
yrdom of C Mand take fessons. Let us utilise
this period for this purpose and to rededicate
ourselves to the cause of the New Democratic
Revolution in our country. )

(From P 2)

dor sections who oppose ‘Soviet threat’. But by
middle 1980s Dengists abandoned this theory,
established good relations with Gorbachov
regime in Soviet Union and abandoned even
the evaluation of Soviet Union as social imp—
erialist itself Once for all, they openly advo-
cated a policy of collaboration with imperialist
system in line with their economic policies.
China was basically turned away from socialist
path in all respects.

The consequences of these counter revol-
utionary changes are clearly visible in China.
The Dengists themselves were compelled to
convene a plenum last year to discuss about
increasing corruption and cultural degradation
Class divisions have surfaced acutely. If the
CPC under the leadership of Mao led a heroic
struggle towards bringing down class divisions
with the longterm goal of a classless society,
under Dengists China is once again turned in
to a class divided society under domination of
imperialist value systen.

In this transformation of China to a counter

revalutionary path imperialists al! over the
world and revisionists of all hues were greatly
elated. At the same time it was a great loss
to the international proletariat after the loss
of Soviet Union, causing a severe setback to the
internationalCommunist movement. Naturally
these two positions are well reflected in the
reactions of the forces of revolution and
counter-revolution after Deng's death.

After the severe setback suffered by the
ICM atter the 1950s due to the sabotage from
within by the Titoists, Krushchevites, Denglsts
and other alien trends from within, and by the
imperialist forces from outside, today once
again the interpational pro!etariat are on the
move to consolidate their forces in each coun-~
try and unite at global level. Let us hope that
the experience of the 25 years of socialist co-
nstruction and the consequences of the two
decades of capitalist path will help the Chinese
people to distinguish socialist path from
capitalist path, to mount their resistance
against the Dengists in power and to rejoin the
revolutionary stream of world people. ®

Caicutta Bookfair:
IMF_-WB Stall Ransacked

On 2 nd February the activists of San-
grami Gano Manch ransacked the IMF-World
Bank stall opened in Calcutia Bookfair to propa-
gate the virtues of these imperialist agencies
All the books and publicity materials were
destroyed. Revolutionary slogans against impe-
rilist. agencies were raised. People responded
warmly. This revolutionary action compelled the
authorities withdraw the stalls from the fare.

Following the militant demonstration on
the occasion of John Major's visit to Calcutta
in January, this revolutionary action by Sangr—
ami.Gano Manch is acclaimed by all patriotic
democratic forces.
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PRESS STATEMENT

A Budget That Accelerates

T SIE

Liberali

The budgect for 1997-98 presented . by
Chidambaram for:the! U’ gbvernment exposes
the reactionary content of the CMP which laud—
ed by all UF parties including the LF a8 pro-
gressive. It not only continues the liberalisation
policy of the Rao government, but dlso accel-
erates it to hectic pace

It has reduced fiscal .deficit’ to 4.5% as
desired by IMF and World Bank,
make Rupee fully convertible on capital aceount
also initiated. Monetarist policies are adopted
at larger scale. As a begining of privatising
the insurance sector the 'health insurance is
opened to private agencies. -As per WTO con-
ditionalities maximum customs duty is reduced
further to 40%. It is reduced in the case of all
items for providing greater opportunities for
FDls, Flls and NRIs great largesse is pravided.
These policies will accelerate the entry of MNCs
on the one hand, and will lead to.collapse of in-
digenous industrial ventures. The liberalisation
policies are extended to agricultural sector also
In the name of promoting petroleum production
big concessions are allowed to speed entry of
MNCs in to this sector also. In the seryjce
sector all facilities are provided for MNCs to
plunder huge profits. In short the budget ¢on-
tains steps to further integrate .Indian economy
with international capital. :

At the same time, the increased fare
charges in railway budget, enhanced postal rates
and numerous indirect taxes, increasing cut
down of welfare measures including PDS, and
increase in the administered prices of consumer
items have imposed unbearable burden aver the

Staps.to.

sation

warking class and vast masses of people. The
proposals included in the name of welfare mea~
sures in the budget will remain illusory as in
the past. Price rises, unemployment and cutting
down of welfare measures will pauperise the
masses further. The threatened hike in petrol-
eum prices will aggravate the situation.

It Is not accidental that this budget is repe-
atedly and profusedly lauded by all richmen’s
clubs like CII, FICCI, ASSOCHEM etc as well
as by all foreign agencies like IMF and WB,
alongwith all bourgeois economists, The jumps
in share markets have enthused them greatly.
They do not mention even the hike in foreign
interest liabilities to Rs. 68,000 crores. In short
the budget shows the consensus arrived at
amang the ruling classes towards liberalisation.

Inspite of certain criticisms by their state
units and mass organjsations CPI (M) and CPI
leaderships have in general defended the budget
proposals. They are following the policy of
running with the hare and hunting with the hou-
nds. The so-called campaighs and agitations
declared by the NPMO led by their mass orga—
nisatlons are proued hollow in the context of
the support of the LF to the budget.

In this situation, we call upon all patriotic
democratic forces to come forward to struggle
against not only the details in the budget pro-
posals, but against the privatisation —liberali-
satign—globalisation policies themselves which
are Intensifying the neocolonisation of the cou-
ntry and pauperisation of the masses.

March 1, 1997. CPI (ML) Red Flag

25th Year of Mé'rtyrd'o_miof Com: Charu Majumdar

The Central Reorganisation Committee of
the CPI (ML) Red Flag has called on the party
organisation at all levels to unite with all Com-
munist revolutionaries, the re\ltolutlonary left
forces as well as progressive democratic forces
1o observe the 25th year of the ' martyrdo:n
of Com
Naxalbari Day, to dJuly 28, the martyrs day

Charu Majumdar from May 25, the

At the time of formation of our organi-
sation in 1979 to initiate the process of reor-
ganisation of CPI (ML), we had called for
observing July 28, the day on which Com.
Charu Majumdar became martyr in 1972, as the
All India Martyr's Day remembering the many
thousands of revolutionary leaders and cadres

== (Contd. P. 22)

‘.n,n:l?
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