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amil Eelam (extreme right) making a

point at a press conference im Banphuonnnnhy.TohhrlghtherMMrChrﬂean,o&u

arms aid

By A Staff Reporter

BANGALORE, May 16: “We
need material help and arms and not
an Indian intervention militarily in
Sri Lanka for we can liberate Eelam
by ourselves,” said Mr Uma Mahes-
waran, sccretary general of the Peo-
gle's Liberation Organisation of

amil Eclam (PLOT), here today.

He told newsmen that India should
recognise the PLOT in the same man-
ner as it had recognised the PLO.

Unity among the various organisa-
tions fighting for “liberation” of
Eelam in Sri Lanka could not come
about due to differences over the
strategy, Mr Maheswaran, said.

UNITY TALKS FAIL

In February-March an attempt was
made to bring together the six leadi
organisations excluding the “Tami
tigers”. However, this effort fell
through after comsiderable ground
was covered as “some forces broke
away from the talks™. Later a spokes-
man of the PLOT said some of the
organisations which participated in
the unity talks wanted the tigers to be
included and “we were not against
it”, ;

Mr Maheswaran said his organisa-
tion was still for unity as there was no
difference of opinion on the need for

&

office-bearers of PLOT.— *‘Times’” photo

a scparate Tamil Eelam.

Mr Maheswaran said his organisa-
tion was against “indiscriminate”
attacks on police stations in the
Tamil-dominated areas as it was pro- -
ving to be counter. uctive to the
cause of scparate Eclam. “Through
guerilla tactics we can’t achieve our
aim”. The PLOT believed in mass
struggle for achievement of separate
Eelam and had an army of 8,000 to
9,000. The organisation had nothing
against the “ordinary Sinhalese”. In
fact, ““we have support from the left-
grogmnive forces dmong the

inhalese.”

Replying to a question, he said his
army personnel were being trained
outside Sri Lanka but not in India.
The armed e has become in-
evitable as the Tamils had to be pro-
tected from the government “‘that is
using racism to supress us”. .

COLONIAL MOVE

The PLOT leader opposed the
move of the Sri Lankan government
to “colonise” Tamil arcas with
Sinhalese population.”
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INDIAN EXPRESS

SATURDAY,

apme

P- <y Express News Service
‘. Bamgatore, May 17: The Peopic’s
‘Liberation Organisation of Tamil
Eelam (PLOT) would ‘continue 10
,.gtrive to bring together the Tamil
3 fighting for a scparate State in
m’; despite the setback to their
- unity efforts. i :
T The general secretary of PLOT, 8
| smajor militant Tnmilp':l:ledbym.

ad.

“Hit and run’ attacks not the .

MAY 18, 1988

‘answer: PLOT

the PLOT and other® groups, Mr. take on the Sri Lankan army them-
L R

Umamaheswaran said individualistic seives

terrorist attacks against police stations

and military convoys would prove almost

“countar-productive in the long run Lanka

though they might temporarily sway often

the emotions of Tamil youth™. £
Asoppoccdtothe“hilmdmn"they

-marmrwrmu-mmlmd_ ¢

lieved in a mass

the particip

of the d

Uma M

‘pere on Thursday that the efforts for
yrognmmuic unity among the Tamil
groups were “spoiled” by certain
forces.

and st

Guerilla tactics would not bring a
nepanleT-milnnionmd'nwsviul [
10 hold on to the territory and fight. |

“As far as the cause is |
we have no differences. The question
is the strategy to be adopted for the
liberation of Tamils™, he said.

-4n -February this year six major
Tamil militant groups — PLOT, the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) led by Prabhakaran, Sabarat-
pam's Tamil Eclam Liberation Orga-
_ misation (TELO), Balakumar’s Eclam

Revolutionary Organisation (EROS)

sad Padmanabhan's Eclam Peopic’s

Liberation Front (EPRLF) met at

Madras several times to map out &

COMmMon amme for the struggle

for Eelam. The LTTE later kept out

bi ¢ c alks. 8

_ Consequently, a liberation ‘coi acil
‘for Tami' Eelam was formed which

even discussed the nature of *he polity

of future Eelam and the delinitation

Lot s the peop s
military attacks, be said.

“There is no alternative to Tamil
Eeclam, he said. “We tried our best
since independence and signed pacts
mbre than. thrice with both Mrs.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike and Mr.
Jayewardene but each time we are the
Josers”. As for the repression of
Tamils both the Governments were
equally ruthless, he said. 4

Explaining that their struggle was

themselves oppressed, he said the
armed struggle was against the brute
powerom\cSmewhichw-dividin‘
the Sinhalese and Tamilians.

Mr. jsyewardene, he charged, was
shamelessly selling out the country to s
US imperialists. Racism had deeply
seeped into the of the
Sinhalese and there was no alternative

of Tamil boundaries. The groups were
scheduléd to meet in the first week of
. March 10 approve the programmc
formally. A couple of days before the
‘tafks, PLOT's military secretary was
kidnapped stalling the unity eorts.
The PLOT leaders who accompe aied
Mr. Maheswaran, said the real im-
pediment to talks however was the
insisteince of some groups to keep out
the Tamil Eelam Liberation Army

M

t0 a separate Tamil nation.
PLOT, he said, had 6000 disci-
plined armed youth, some of them
trained outside Lanka. He denied that
they were Being trained in Tamil
Nadu or in any other part of India. He
said the militant Tamil groups ex-
pected maaterial help and arms from
India but there was no need for a9
direct military intervention on the
lines of what the Indian army did in

(TELA) from the front.
- Explsining the difft

et B o e - T A e

Bangladesh The Tamil groups could

SHIOILD

Cadlw syeuewis | H6

o

3 Express News Service
E Bangalore, 16:" Though
gucrilla raids on army units played
on Tamils' cmotions, they are not
the right tactics. Mr. Uma Mahesh-
waran, general secretary of the Peo-
g_les'. Liberation Organisation of
amil Eclam (PLOT) said in Bang-
lorc on Thursday.
Exvby i St i
tween and ot  Mr.
1ima Mah ---snidmclipi i f

.

UMA MAHESHWARAN

tic terrorist attacks against police

stations and military con
‘counter-productive’ in the

fun.

‘sopposcdiolhe"hilmdm“
attacks of Tiger , PLOT be-
lieved in a mass armed struggle with
the participation of the
workers, pcasants students.
Guerilla tactics would not bring a
scparatc Tamil nation and it was
{ wital 1o hold on 10 l.l:o territory and

i

i

said.

Mr. Uma Maheswaran who is in
the city to mobilise sympathy for
1 Eclam cause told ncwsmen without
il 2ming any group, that unity efforts

) led™. by certain forces.
fdv @hat?", he asked. “'As

‘Guerilla ‘warfare
\won’t get Eelam’

* _have no differences. The question is

the strategy to be adopted for the
liberation of Tamils™.

In February six major militant
pm_?s PLOT, the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) led by
Prabhakaran, Sabaratnam's Tamil
[Eclam Liberation isaton
(TELO). Balakumar's am Re-
volutionary Organisaton %EROS)
and Padmanabhan’s Eclam People's
Liberation Front (EPRLF) met at
Madras several times to chalk out a

icommon me for the strug-
for Eclam. The LTTE later
ed the

s y
il for Tamil €clam was formed
which even discussed the nature of
the polity of future Eclam and the
delincation of Tamil boundaries.
The groups werc scheduled to meet
‘in the first week of March to formal-
ise the programme. But, a couple of
ys before the talks, PLOT’s milit-
ary secretary was kidna stalling
the unity efforts. The PLOT leaders
who accompanicd Mr. Maheswaran
said the real impediment to unity
talks however was certain groups
insisting on kceping out the Tamil
Eelam Libcration Army (TELA)
1 another militant group from the
ront.
. Explaining that their struggle was
mot against Sinhalese who them-
selves were , he said the
armed struggle was agains! the State
which was dividing the poor
fnhahe lﬂithgi.lian:{ Mr.
ayewardenc, rged, was
shamelessly selling out the country
to US imperialists. ism had
seeped into the psyche of
and there was no alterna-
tive but a separate Tamil nation.
plined b ¢ the
i armed youth, some of m
trained outside Sri Lanka. He de-
nied that they were being trained in
Tamil Nadu nor any other part of
India. He niceidlhe ml'lilla:‘c IT.T)L'
groups expected materia a
arms from India but there wpu no
need for a direct mili interven-'
tion on the lines of what Indian
army did in Bangladesh. The Tamil
groups can take on the Sri Lanka

the cause i concerned we ¢ o' army
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