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COMMENT
When history is recorded,

^Vednesday, the 31st of Octo-
ber will be written as one of
the blackest days in the
history of Thamileelam. On
this day, hired mercenaries,
the agents of imperialism and
reaction gunned down, in a
coldly calculated move Shri-
mathi Indira Gandhi, Premier
of India and one of the closest
s'ympathisers of the oppressed
people of Thamileelam.

For approximately 18 years
Shnmathi Gandhi had been
protecting the Indian people
from the evils of imperialism
by joining the progressive
democratic forces arraigned
against the forces of imperi-
alism. Mrs- GANDHI HAS
BEEN KILLED.

The people of Thaileelam
are shocked and angered at
this brutal killing and recog-
nise the bloody hand of the
imperialist power behind it-

To secure peace in the
Indian ocean Indira Gandhi
pressed the case for declaring
the Indian ocean a Zone of
Peace at the United Nations.
As leader of the non-aligned
nations she utilised her posi-
tion to safeguard the right
of poor and small countries.
At the same time she joined
hands with the progressive
countries to protect the
working-class against the
forces of imperialism- NOW
MRS. GANDHI LIES MUR-
DERED.

She felt for the Tamil
people of Sri Lanka and made
every effort to find a solution
to their problems-

For her uncompromis-
ing stand against the
forces of imperialism and
reaction. Indira Gandhi
has been brutally murde-
red. Murdered by the
forces which failed in
their attempts to truncate
the country- Murdered
by the forces which
attempted to create regi-
onalism and factionalism-

The American CIA
stands indicted with yet
another gruesome murder
of the head of a Sovereign
state.

The People's Liberation
Organisation of Thamileelam
joins the working-class and the
people of India in mourning
the brutal murder of Srimathi
Indira Gandhi.

The people's Liberation
Organisation of Thamileelam
condemns the forces of
imperialism led by the Reagan-
Administration and we accuse
its terrorist arm, the CIA of
direct involvement in instiga-
ting the murder.

While anguished at this
brutal and cold-blooded
murder, the people of Thamil-
eelam will never allow this
spurious victory of the forces
of reaction and imperialism
to emerge triumphant.

The death of Mrs- Gandhi
will only strengthen the will
of our people not only to
march forwards to attain
their cherished goal of setting
up a free and independent

state of Thamileelam, but
also to wipe out the menace
of imperialism and its atten-
dant forces of terrorism as
manifested in Zionism., apar-
theid and racism, wherever
they exist-

In this context it is good for
us to remember a favourite
poem of Mrs. Gandhi, which
she quoted to an interviewer
some years ago...

''Moan not the dead...but
rather moan the apathetic
throng, the cowed and the
meek who see the world's
great anguish and its wrong
and dare not speak-••"
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A Free & Just Society
Sri Lanka's Fascist Attacks on the Muslim Community

The vicious attacks of the racist
Sri Lankan ru lers on a helpless
Tamil community are today well
known all over the world. Despite
the m i l l i o n s of dollars the present
regime is spending in western
countries on advert isements to
whitewash its tarnished image, the
b r u t a l i t y of th i s and other preceding
Sri Lankan regimes wi l l never he
erased f rom the minds of all
c iv i l i sed nations and peoples-

However the Tamils of Sri Lanka
have not been alone in thei r
experience of Sri Lanka's chauvin i -
stic policies.

Together with the Tamil commu-
n i t y the Musl im communi ty too has
been at the receiving end of Sri
Lanka's racist policies. The
Mus l im communi ty has been doubly
unfortunate in that the old establi-
shed leadership of the communi ty
has been in the hands of the
Colombo-based Musl ims, who have
fa l len prey to the c u l t u r e of consu-
merism, and lost their identity.
Because of this they also lost
interest for the needs and welfare of
the poor masses of the Muslim
community. As such this leadership
with the i r vested interests has over
the years never given voice to the
d i sc r imina t ion heaped on the
major i ty of the i r community.

In order to mi in ta in their posi-
tions and inf luence with whichever
pol i t ica l party was in power, th is
leadership collaborated with the
rulers of the day and glossed over
the numerous instances of exploita-
tion and injustice, the majority of
the community was facing. Today
because of the numerous indignit ies
heaped on them, as a direct result
of the Sri Lankan state oppression,
and due to a natural desire to better
themselves, 'a new leadership is
emerging wi th in the Muslim commu-
nity of Sri Lanka.

This leadership is not Colombo-
based. This leadership is an integral
part of the poorer sections of the
community in the eastern part of
the country where the Muslim
community is concentrated. These
people are mainly involved in the
agricultural and fisheries sectors.

Today this new leadership has.
begun challenging the stand of the
old established leadership as well as
the fascist rule of the Jayawardene
regime.

In the face of total opposition

from all sections of the M u s l i m
c o m m u n i t y , despi te promises as
recent ly as in February 19S4 t h a t
relat ions would not be established
w i t h the state of I s rae l , today an
in te res t s section has been opened in
I s rae l i Sri Lanka. These and o ther
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y and un jus t acts led
to a growth of a body opposed to
g o v e r n m e n t a l policies . They also
chal lenged the p o s i t i o n of the
M u s l i m Minis te r s in the Cabin:t
of Jayawardene.

The b r u t a l a rmy attack on the
satyagraha organised by the Tami l -
M u s l i m U n i t e d Front a t K a t h a n -
k u d y aga ins t the opening up of an
I s r a e l i i n t e r e s t s s e c t i o n , as we l l as
the presence in the c o u n t r y o f the
i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e r r o r i s t o r g a n i s a t i o n
Mossad, and the more recent near
tota l d e s t r u c t i o n of the town of
Mannar , a p r e d o m i n a t l y M u s l i m
town as w e l l as the s u r r o u n d i n g
M u s l i m v i l l a g e s was Jayawardene 's
r e p l y to th i s r i s i n g t ide of protests .

J ayawardene even went so far aS
to warn the c o m m u n i t y tha t unless
they stopped t h e i r campaign agains t
the presence of the Israel is ' and the
opening up of an Is rae l i in teres ts
sect ion in Sr i L a n k a , a n o t h e r
imssacre l ike t h a t of J u l y 1983
could not be r u l e d out .

However, these two a t t acks are not
i so l a t ed i n c i d e n t s aga ins t t he
M u s l i m communi ty , but are part
and parcel of an ongoing racist
pol icy d i rected aga ins t the m i n o r i t y
c o m m u n i t i e s in Sr i Lanl

As we.have ment ioned e a r l i e r in
t h i s essay, t he c o l l a b o r a t i o n i s t
po l ic ies of the es tab l i shed M u s l i m
leaders played a major role in
suppressing p u b l i c i t y of a l l ongoing
d i sc r imina t ion on the community .

We l is t below a summary of the
major instances of d i sc r imina t ion
and phys i ca l at tacks on the
communi ty .

* In 1974 the armed forces enter-
ed the Mosque at Put ta lam. The
soldiers desecrated the mosqaue
daubed filthy slogans on the
wall and ki l led five members of
the community whi le they were
at prayer.
Though there were Muslim'
Members of Parl iament repres-
enting the government party at
that t ime, the issue was not
raised-in Par l iament by them. It
was left to Mr. S. J. V. Chelva-
nayagam, the Tamil leader to

raise the issue.

* In 1976 a new electorate of
Seruvawi la was carved out by
joining the Miithur electorate
(a. p redominant ly M u s l i m area)
to 3 /5th of the Trincomalee
electorate. In t h i s way the
Mus l ims in the area who were
the second largest communi ty in
Trincomalee have now been
reduced to a minor i ty in t he i r
own areas.
Since the present regime
assumed power, the d i s c r i m i -
nation heaped on the c o m m u n i t y
has increased many t imes over .

* In 1977 soon af te r the carvinJH
out of the new electorate of
Seruvawila , and af ter the
Mus l im communi ty had been
reduced to a minor i ty status,
Servawila was declared a
"sacred city" for Buddhists.

* The area known as Deegawapi
in the Amparai dis tr ic t was a
barren land prior to 1952. In
1952 number of Mus l im
families began colonising the
area. Since the present regime
.came into power in 1977,
Deegawapi was suddenly declar-
ed a sacred city of the Buddhists
and government systematically
evicted all the Muslim f a m i l i e s
who had been l iv ing and
cu l t iva t ing on these lands. The
lands have been given over to
Sinhalese families.

* In Kinn iya which is in the
Trincomalee dis t r ic t a Buddhist
monk together with Sinhalese
thugs has forcibly entered lands
belonging to the Mosque at
Small Bazaar. Tne Buddhist
monk and his Sinhalese thugs
are now int imidating and
attempting to dr ive out the
Muslim famil ies l iving on these
lands. The Buddhist monk and
the thugs have also begun inti-
midating the Small Bazaar
Mosque authorities and are
demanding that these lands
be handed over to the monk so
that he can build a Buddhist
temple on that land.

The Mosque authorities and the
Muslim resident living in these
lands have made complaints to
the police- But the police have
refused to take down their
complaint and no action has
been taken against either the
monk or his hired thugs.

CONTJ) - 14.
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THE BIRTH AND GROWTH
Comrades Rani, and Mary speak to Comrade Jennever of the Voice of

Ti.amileelam (VOTE)

The Womens Libration Movement in Thamileelam was started in November 1981
when a number of progressive-minded Tamil women and girls coming from different
parts of the Northern and Eastern parts of the country bounded themselves together
into the Women's Liberation Movement.

It was the oppression and discrimination the founder members themselves had to
undergo at one stage or the other, which made them feel the necessity to set up their
own body. The aim was to help women" analyse their problems, enlighten them on
the character of their oppression and help organise their own movement to overcome
those problems.

Ml We made it a point said Com'ade
Rani to discuss with our f r i e n d s
in detail, in how far we arc faced
with discrimination and oppression
simply because of being women. On
contacting var ious p r o g r e s s i v e
organisa t ions we were able to
promote our cause at p u b l i c meetings
and to also s tar t women's groups
and seminars at a village level in
the rural areas of the Lastern and
Northern parts of our country. This
contact w i t h the g i r l s and women
from r u r a l background was v e r y
impor tant for the development of
our organisation into one which
would be relevant to the majori ty of
our women. Because of th i s it is
quite different from many a women's
organisat ion which i s c i t y - b r e d ,
based, and run by a smal l g roups of
women from elitist background.
i hese groups are not representative
of the interests of a majori ty of our
women.

Our s ta r t ing point was to ana lyse
the l i f e of Tami l women in our
socie wi th regard to the d i f f e r e n t
types of discr iminat ion and oppres-
sion we are being exposed and
subjected to.

* Discrimination against women
starts at birth. When a new-born
chi ld tu rns out to be a d a u g h t e r ,
the parents , especia l ly the
fa ther , are d isappointed . A
daughter is looked on as an
economic burden to the family.

* The toys small gi r ls or boys arc
given, arc meant to prepare
them for the fu ture role they
are to play in our p resen t -day
society and thereby h e l p to
m a i n t a i n the s ta tus quo. C ; i r l s
are given dolls — a symbol of
their later role as mother —
child-bearer and bringing up of
ch i l d r en . Ki tchen u t ens i l s are
also g iven to prepare t h e m for
a la ter day slavery in the house-
hold.

* Teaching materials and litera-
ture provided at school arc
geared towards conveying
stereotype not ions of man and
woman concerning the i r occu-
pa t ions and func t ions . Females
are depicted in the kitchen or
with children on thei r lap etc.
The man on the other hand is
shown as s tudying and earning
the f ami ly income etc.

* Good and acceptable women
are shown as those who r ema in
indoors and v i r g i n s - Men arc
however admired for being
adventurous, whi le sexual
"escapades" add to their
s ta ture .

* Even religions degrades women.
Women are looked on as being
unclean w h i l e h a v i n g the i r
m e n s t r u a t i o n cycle. Dur ing
these times women are not
allowed to enter the temple and
even certain sections of their
own home. Often they are not
considered clean enough to cook
or p lay musical in t ruments .

Thus the fact of being a woman
and of having monthly periods
is made out to be someth ing
dirty and unclean. Religion
fu r the r discriminates against
women by not allowing them to
participate in certain religious
fasts etc.

* Even recorded history too,
discriminates women and down-
grades the i r role in the his-
torical process. In fact h is tory
makes no mention of the role
played by women, and needs
to be rewritten. This is a
najor challenge facing man/
womankind.

* Up to their marr igc or at least,
u n t i l the i r 2(Vs g i r l s are not
allowed to leave t h e i r home
unaccompanied by elders or
male members of their families
for; "protection". Exceptions
arc few.

* Girls have very limited oppor-
t u n i t i e s of receiving higher
education even though they
may have equal or better results
than thei r brothers, who are
encouraged to continue their
studies. It is not surprising
the re fo re tha t men are in a
privileged posi t ion to receive
a better educat ion and better
employment.

* In profess iona l l i f e , too, men
receive promotions women eas i ly
than men, despite equal eff ici-
ency andjproficiency, especially
in the higher grades. Analysing
the type of jobs allocated to
men, they are of a more respon-
sible nature, where decisions
have to be taken independent ly ,
w h i l e women mostly work under
somebody else, executing orders
given to them.

* While men are able to choose
and select the i r marr iage
par tne r , the woman is bound by
the dowry system. Her mar r iage
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is being decided on, to a large
extent by her parents on whom
she depends economical ly to
provide for the dowry and do-
nation to be given to her f u t u r e
husband. As the parents are
interested to inves t thei r
money (dowry) wel l . they
there fore play a d o m i n a n t role
on the par tner for the i r
daughte r . The woman herse l f
has no choice in the matter .

* Despite many m i d d l e c lass
g i r l s being economical ly r a t h e r
independent i f the are w o r k i n g ,
they are yet forced to f o l o w and
obey t h e i r paren ts .

* At (he marr iage t h i s a u t h o r i t y
is t aken over by her h u s b a n d .
T h i s even i f t h e w i f e is w o r k i n g
a n d c o n t r i b u t i n g s u b s t a n t i a l l y
the f a m i l y income. The h u s -
band's ideas are law t h i s wen.

* in the ease of both the husband
and w i f e w o r k i n g . The woman
iias to no rma l ly do her office.
factory or l abou re r ' s job and
add i tona l l y . i s h e l d respons ib le
for a t tending to a l l h o u s e h o l d
chores , c o o k i n g , c l e a n i n g ,
b r i n g i n g u p c h i l d r e n e tc-

* In tin even t (he h u s b a n d dies,
t h e e ldest son l a k e s on h i s
f a t h e r ' s ro le i n " g u i d i n g " h i s
mothe r , who now depends on
him l'"f any dec i s i ons to be
made i n al I f i e l d s .

•'' As a widow, women are kep t
in i s o l a t i o n f r o m the rest o f
society. They have to dress in
ce r t a in way, are s h u n n e d by
soeicty in genera l and arc not
a l lowed t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n m o s t
f e s t i v a l s a n d c e l e b r a t i o n s . T h e y
are therefore forced to s tay in
the background .

S t a r t i n g w i t h the enormous dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n women arc faeed w i t h ,
i t was our close contact w i t h the
poorer sections of our society
tha t our a n a l y s i s became deeper in
the sense t h a t we were able to get
more clear about the u n d e r l y i n g
cause of our problems and how we
had to face them.
AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE
OVERALL EXPLOITATIVE
SYSTEM

In analysing the oppression and
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n women arc face wi th
since the emergence of the p a t r i a r -
chal era together w i t h coming from
vi l lage background, we were able to
d is t ingu ish the two-fold character
of th i s oppression. On the one hand
women are dependent on men. In
general t h i s dependency is of an
economic na ture . But even in
instances where th is economic
dependence is not there , society
uses social norms and t rad i t ions to

mainta in th i s dependence. On the
other hand women are also faced
wi th the economic explo i ta t ion
which has victimised the whole
working-class-men as well as women
However, even here women are
being exploited to a h igher degree
than men.

Having -come so far, we tried to
find out in whose interest our society
had to keep up these norms and
t radi t ions , and in whose interest
women were paid less wages than
men. We real ized that it was the
p r e v a i l i n g economic system- This
mode of product ion presupposes
that women w h i l e work ing in factory
f ie ld or officer f u l f i l the task of
of b r i n g i n g up the i r ch i l d r en and
a t t end ing to the housework as w e l l ,
w h i l e the husband ' s exclus ive role
is in the p roduc t ion or the admin i s t -
rat ive field. As such, the social
h i e r a r chy is a necessary outgrowth
of t h i s same economic system based
on a social pyramid w i t h a small
e l i t e on top and a vast ' m a j o r i t y at
the bottom - wi th oppressors and
oppressed. This is retlectcd again in
the r e l a t i o n s h i p between men and
women in the role of oppressor and
oppressed to keep the system a l i v e .
The p r e v a i l i n g p o l i t i c a l , social and
c u l t u r a l p a t t e r n s a r e t h u s f o r t i f y i n g
t h i s present e x p l o i t a t i v e system.
R A C I S M - P R E V A I L I N G FACTOR
OF W O M E N ' S OPPRFSS10N IN
THF PRESr .NT-DAY CONTEXT

We r e a l i s e d t h a t racism is in
i t s e l f a r e s u l t of the t h i n k i n g
created by these p r e v a i l i n g economic
s t r u c t u r e s and v,as being used as a
s t ra tegy to d i v i d e the oppressed of
bo th the S i n h a l a and T a m i l comm-
u n i t i e s and keep t h e m a p a r t .

When the oppression of T a m i l s
for the mere reason of be ing T a m i l
increased , w i t h the Sri ' L a n k a n
go\t t a k i n g more and more
recourse to i n d i s c r i m i n a t e s h o o t i n g
and brutal massacring of T a m i l
c i v i l i a n popu la t ion , a r r e s t i n g
teenagers, t o r t u r i n g our men and
r a p i n g our women, we b leame more
a l e r t to the fact t h a t also we women
w e r e being oppressed in the f i r s t
p l ace for being Tamils and o n l y
a f t e r t h i s for being women- In
these c i r c u m s t a n c e s we a lso rea l ized
t h a t o n l y i n s e c u r i n g o u r s u r v i v a l
as an e t h n i c g roup , cou ld we
c o n t i n u e o u r f ight aga ins t t h e
specific oppress ion w h i c h we w e r e
sub jec ted to as women- S ince t h e
u n d e r l y i n g cause of our oppression
as women h o w e v e r is the ecoaomic
and p o l i t i c a l system, the o n l y chance
to end aur oppres s ion as women was
w i t h i n a s o c i a l i s t f r a m e w o r k .
T h e r e ! ore we had to neces sa r i l y
j o i n i n t h e na t iona l l i b e r a t i o n
s tnggle w i t h the goal of s e t t i n g up

a soc ia l i s t s t r u c t u r e w h i l e a t the
same t ime emphas i s ing our specia l
p rob lem as a p recond i t ion to end our
oppress ion as women aswcl l .
ACTIVITIES

Because of our t w o - f o l d pe r spec -
t i v e , our a c t i v i t i e s had to be neces-
s a r i l y t w o - f o l d as well . On the
one hand we were h a v i n g our own
p r o g r a m m e w h i c h w a s s p e c i f i c a l l y
geared t o w a r d s women w i t h a long-
term o b j e c t i v e of s t a b i l i s i n g and
s t r c n t h e n i n g our women wi th , a
l o n g - t e r m ob j ec t i ve of s t a b i l i s i n g
our women's m o v e m e n t .

On the o ther h a n d we j o i n e d
together w i t h o t h e r o r g a n i s a t i o n s
and par t ies i nvo lved in the n a t i o n a l
l ibe ra t ion s t ruggle on v a r i o u s occa-
s ions to protest agains t the oppres-
sion our c o m m u n i t y was b e i n g
subjected to. As such we took
i n fas t s , r a l l y s , sa tyagrahas , demon
s t r a t i o n S etc .
SPECIFIC WOMEN'S
P R O G R A M M E

Our women's programme has the
o b j e c t i v e to p r a c t i c a l l y show the
e x p l o i t a t i v e charac ter o f the
present-day economic system and
t h e p r e j u d i c e s e x i s t i n g a g a i n s t
women in soc ie ty - It is geared to
show the s t r e n g t h e n i n g f a c t o r o f
u n i t y as w e l l as t ha t women are
capable to manage t h i n g s on t h e i r
own. At the same t i m e we t r i e d to
p rac t i ca l l y work out an a l t e rna te
system on a s m a l l scale, where
women would w o r k together on an
equa l bas i s . A l l these a c t i v i t i e s
he lped us b u i l d up our organisa-
t i o n a l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .

* S e t t i n g up f a i r - p r i c e shops at
c e n t r a l p o i n t s where we were
able to o b t a i n 'bet ter p r ices for
i tems l i k e t e x t i l e s a n d h a n d i -
crafts p roduced by d i f f e r e n t
women and r u r a l women's
societies. All prof i t flow back to
the producer societ ies or the
producers a f t e r s e t t i n g aside a
cer ta in amoun t for expending
this scheme in o the r areas.

* We also in i t i a t ed the set t ing up
of model - fa rms which were run
by groups of g i r l s or women.
These f a r m s were looked on by
the c o m m u n i t y as well as by the
Sri Lankan armed forces with
suspicion-

* We helped to run pre-schools in
d i f fe ren t v i l l ages and newly
formed refugee s e t t l emen t s .
Th i s i nvo lvemen t made us
spec i f i c ia l ly rea l i se how the
t r a d i t i o n a l educat ional system
in its self is geared towards
m a i n t a i n i n g the status quo and
common pre jud ices . I t in turn
chal lenged us to try to develop
a d i f f e r e n t approach which t r ies
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The Rev. KENNETH FERNANDO
Ecumenical Institute for Study

and Dialogue
490/5, Havelock Road,
Colombo-6.
Sri Lanka

18—10—1984

Dear Rev. Kenneth Fernando,
We received your letter and the en-

closed statement of the Uni ted R e l i -
gious Organisation on 18 —10—1984.
We thank you for the same.

The People's Libera t ion Organisa-
tion of Thamileelam welcomes all
i n i t i a t i v e s by men of goodwill to
stop the genocidal attacks of the
state on the Tamil people and create
a climate conducive to set t l ing our
common problems through a process
of dialogue and negotiat ions.

We are disappointed however at
the s ta tement of Rev. Walpo la
Rahula , the secretary-general of
the URO which ca l l s on the Tamil
youth "...to r e f r a i n ' f r om acts of

violence and lawlessness and to
participate in the peace process.-"

This is a sad, though common
misunders tanding of the problem
facing the Tamil nation by our
Sinhalese brothers.

It must also be pointed out tha t
the appeal to the government is
only "...not to take any i n i t i a t i v e s
against Tamil youth as long as they
mainta in peace..."

The fact of the matter is t ha t
your government is not facing the
mil i tan t o rgan isa t ions invo lved in
the armed struggle but merely attac-
king and b ru t a l i s i ng innocent
c i v i l i a n s .

We therefore request your organi-
sation to call on your gove rnmen t
in the first instance to stop its
genocidal policies against the
Tamils wh ich w i l l immedia t e ly
create the conditions for dialogue.

Secondly, wi th all due respect to
the secretary general of your organi-
sation and the other monks l i s t ed
as delegates to the proposed dia lo-

GRUMENICAL INSTITUTE FOR STUDY AND DIALOGUE
490/5, Havelock Road, Colombo-6. Sri Lanka. Telephone: 86998

Rev. Kenneth Fernando
Director
Date : 9. - l6—84

Dear
I enclose herewi th a statement put out by the Umt;;d Rel ig ious Organizat ion

after its last meeting on 2nd October.
The U. R. O. has further requested aid author ized me to rrr;ing3 a di::!oque

between rep resen ta t i ve S inhdl r? , Muslim and Tamil persons With a v'.e-w to lom'.ly
seeking a solut ion to our ethnic problem. We have kept the Minister for Na t i ona l
Security informed about this attempt on our part.

I earnestly request you to participate in the proposed conference and to co-
operote with the U, R. O, to solve our problems peacefu l ly .

Out proposal is that the dialogue should be held in a hotel in Simppor;; pr.'baNy
from 2bth to 29fh November. The entire cost including ai r t i c k e t s lot al l pa r t i c ipan ts
vv if bo met by the U. R. O., wish the different religions contributing what they can.

The Sinhalo and Muslim delegates will consist of : —
Ven. Dr. Madagama Vij iranana Mr. Godf rey Goonathilaka
Von. Diviyagaha Yasassi Mrs. Kumori Jayawadana
Ven. Dr. Bellanwilld Wimalaratne Dr. Carlo Fonsoka
Bishop Oswald Gomis Dr, Newton Gunasinghe
Mr. H. L. de Silva Mr Mark Fernando
Mr. Desmond Fernando Dr. Frank Jayasinghe

This list is subject to change.
The Agenda for our dialogue could be the articls "Agenda for a political

solution", which appeared in the '<-nnka Guardian of Jjly 1984. But other issues
are likely to su r face by trio t ime yve meet. Consequently a draft agenda will bo
prepared in consultation with all prospective participants and sent to vou but this
can be discussed and modif ied at the dialogue itself.

I shall be at the Y.W.C.A. Poonemelle High Road. Madras 600-084 from
12-00 noon on October 15th to 12 noon on October I 7th. Please meet ma t h e r e f o r
further discusssions and clarification. The telephone No. thera is 34945.

Inanyevent l invite you to meet me for a discussron at tha Y.W.C.A. at
4-30 p. m, on Tuesday October 16th.

I Shalt be most grateful for your help, advice and cc-operat ion in this very
important effort, in which we are all jointly engaged in solve the problems beK re our
country.

Please accept this invitation to participate in tha dialogue in Singapore and
confirm your acceptance to me.

Yours sinberely.

The United Religions Organization
met on 2nd Oct. IfJ84.

We are heartened by the fact that
nefotiations for peace are going
forward and we appeal to all persons
to participate in the Peace process.

We ask all people to support this
effort by special religious observan-
ces from October 9th to November
18th.

We appeal to the Tamil youths to
refain from all acts of violence and
lawlessness and to participate in the
process of making peace. We also
appeal to our government to order
the armed services not to take any
initiatives against Tamil youths as
long as they maintain peace.

We appeal to leaders of all
communities to meet together for
continued dialogue and discussion,
'j he U R O will be willing to help,
participate and mediate in the dis-
cussions for Peace.

W. RAHULA
Secretary — General , U, R. O.

gue, we must point out tha t it has
always been the Buddhis t clergy
itself who have at a l l t imes blocked
the peaceful r e so lu t i on of the pro-
blems facing Sri Lanka.

In 1958 it was the Buddhis t
monks, who forced Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike to tear up the pact he
made with Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanaya-
gam. Again, during the 1965
regime of Mr. Dudley Senanayake
it was the Buddhist monks who
prevented the implementation of the
Dudley Senanayake-Chelvanayakam
pact. During the black days of Ju ly
1983, the Buddhis t clergy not on ly
played an active role in in s t iga t ing
the bu thcc r i ng of innocen t Tamil
c i v i l i a n s , but several of t h e m even
a c t i v e l y par t i c ipa ted in acts of loot-
ing and murder d u r i n g that govern-
ment-sponsored pogrom.

Unfortunately even today Buddhist
temples all over the country still
serve as breeding grounds for racism
and hatred towards Tamils whether
they be in She south or elsewhere in
the country.

Again, even today Hindu temples
are being fo r ce fu l l y occupied by
Buddhis t monks and converted in to
Buddhist vihares. Some recent
examples being the conversion of
the Hindu temples at Samankulam
and U l u k u l a m in to Buddhist temples
by the in t roduct ion of statues. At
Madhu, a H i n d u temple bu i l t by
the Madhu Road station master
Arulanandam and an overseer of the
highway department 30 years ago,
has now been occupied by a Buddhist
monk. At the Hindu temple at
Thannimurippu Kurun thuma la i in
the Mul la i t ivu divis ion, Cyril

www.tamilarangam.net

jkpo;j; Njrpa Mtzr; Rtbfs;



On Revolutionaries
From its inception the People's

Liberation Organization of
Thamileelam (PLOT), having cor-
rectly analysed the nature of the
Tamil l iberat ion struggle has
been making every effort to
achieve even a minor degree of
u n i t y among the groups involved
in the struggle against Jayawar-
dene's rule . In fact, the People's
Liberat ion Organisation of
Thamileelam in i t se l f is the com-
ing together of three d is t inc t
groups who merged their ident i -
ties in the People's Liberat ion
Organization of Thamiltelam.

Unfor tunate ly , even w h i l e u n i t y
talks have been progressing
between the d i f fe ren t o rgan isa -
tions, EPRLF ( E e l a m People's
Revolationary Libera t ion Fron t )
has suddenly come out wi th a
completely unprovoked a t tack on
the People's Liberat ind Organiza-
t ion of Thamileelam in the form
of a publicat ion. Had the attack
been fac tua l ly correct , PLOT
would have welcomed the c r i t i -
cism however harsh it may have
been. Sadly the en t i re ty of the
attack is pure unadulterated un-
t ru ths . U n w i l l i n g l y we are there-
fore forced to enter into an
exchange with th i s group as the
publ ica t ion has been widely
distributed. Hence this expose.
Recognising the s imi la r i t i e s in

the ''stated goals" of other organisa-
tions who claim to be le f t -or iented ,
the EPRLF being one of them,
PLOT put forward a programme
earliar this year as a basis
on which a common pro-
gramme could be worked out. Un-
fortunately after a common basis
was reached, at the last moment
this "left-wing" group suddenly
pulled out and joined hands with
one Chandrahasan described
by one of his fellow Tamil lawyers
as the greatest mistake the late
Tamil leader Mr. S. J. V. Chelva-
nayagam ever made.

Not satisfied with hav ing thus
betrayed the left movement of
Thamileelam, the EPRLF leader
then - nt even a step fu r the r than
fellow lef t-wing opportunists in the
south of Sri Lanka. Unl ike P h i l i p
Goonewardene who jo ined the UNP-
government in exchange for the
post of Cabinet Minister, the
E P R L F leader accompanied
Chandrahasan like a pet dog around
the world, d u t i f u l l y yip yipping
and wagging his tail and g iv ing him
(Chandrahasan) credibi l i ty among
well-meaning but gul l ib le l iberals
both in Western Europe and a few

Asian countries.
Not surpris ingly the governments

of these countries enjoy very good
relations with the J. R. Jayawardene
government. Even less su rp r i s ing
is the fact that nei ther the marxists
of the EPRLF nor their "marxist"
leader Chandrahasan visi ted or even
dared approach an a even m i l d l y
socialist country.

Despite these "lapses" on the
part of the EPRLF and its fel low
travellers however, the People's
Liberation Organisation of Tamil -
eelam was prepared to overlook the
deviations of the self-styled l e f t
wingers in Eelam politics in the
interests of the people of
Tamileelam, and opposing the
enemy common to all of us-IMPB-
RiALISM and its a l ly , the racist
state of Sri Lanka and the final goal
of setting up the socialist state of
Thamileelam.

In response to the str ident demand
of the people of Thamieelam cal l -

ing for unity among the groups
involved in the liberation struggle,
PLOT once again made a herculean
effort to make common causea
for an united effort to overthrow
the fascist rulers of our land.
However even wh i l e discussions
were in progress, EPRLF came out
with a vitriolic attack not against
imperialism. Not against the J. R.
Jayawardene regime which is pick-
ing up and .torturing thousands of
innocent Tamil youth in Thamil-
eelam, but against the People's
Liberation Organisation of Thamil-
eelam.

The People's Liberation Organi-
sation of Thamileelam disrnisse
the charges of EPRLF out of hand.
EPRLF itself-never was and never
wi l l be a force to be reckoned with,
either in the struggle to l iberate
our land nor ever thereafter, as long
as the present leadership persists-
The aim of PLOT in even coming
to the negotiating table with this
group was an attampt to make best
use of all available resources for the
task of liberating our land. Un-
fortunately the misguided and
ideologically weak leadership of
EPRLF is br inging to nought the
efforts of PLOT and the demands of
our people.

The most dangerous trend today
however is the in fan t i l e analysis of
the group and its attempts to get
cheap publici ty which is turning the
group into an effective tool of

6
imper ia l i sm.

In an effort to change its image
as a group of mediocre armchair
revolutionaries, EPRLF has chosen
an easy path. Instead of action, it
has taken to blatant falsehood and
cla iming responsibil i ty for the
actions of others. The one of these
false claims was the Batticaloa
jail-breaTc where BPRLF "also ran"
so to say. The action EPRLF
was given responsibil i ty for, was
the release of the only woman
prisoner held under the notorious
Prevent ion of Terrorism Act aad
sole pol i t ical prisoner in the
women's w ing of the pr ison—Nir-
mala Ni th iyanan than . Unfor tuna-
tely, our armchair revolut ionaries
got cold feet on their way
and returned without even going
to the women's wing. The other Av
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y given to EPRLF *
was providing t ranspor t for their
own comrades who were also in
prison. Unfo r tuna t e ly EPRLF was
not able to perform even th i s
func t ion . It was because of th i s
reason that the Gandhiyam vehic les
had to be hijacked at the last
moment.

However, to cut the long story
shor t , before the po l i t i ca l prisoners
reached the safety of India , EPRLF
spokesmen announced... , 'We done
it!".

In a s i m i l a r manner dur ing the
LITE offens ive in A p r i l th i s year,
an EPRLF spokesman together with
a n o t h e r whom a Dntceman who was
present on that occasion described
as that"...skinny ex-editor of the
Saturday Review ... " shamelessly
announced that "...our boys have
gone in and w i t h i n ten days you w i l l
hear the good news; that we have

Imperialists
taken power..." EPRLF's false
c l a i m s are therefore not new, but
they are st i l l harmless.

What is dangerous however has
been t h e i r actions, s tar t ing w i t h the
c h i l d i s h k i d n a p of the Allen couple,
no doubt on the advice of the i r
"Marxist" leader t imed to coincide
wi th Jayawardene's American tour
and thereby boost Jayawardene's
image of a harrassed democratic
leader fighting terror is ts . Secondly
and more obvious, the Aliens were
moved freely about Jaffna town
whi le m a x i m u m security was in
operat ion. T h i r d l y , Bishop's House
has been under constant su rve i l l ance
over the past two years. The "boys"
took the couple w i thou t h indrance
f rom the armed forces, left them in
the custody of his eminence and
presto. . .walk f r e e l y out of Bishop's
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Since the defeats it suffered in
Vietnam, Kampuchea and Laos in the
Indo-China region US-imperialism
chose to lay low for a short period
of time. However since its bting
driven out of Iran and its more
recent defeat t in Lebanon at the
hands of the Palestinian peuple, US-
imperialism is on the rise and
aggressive once again. Le irning
from its defeats the US-imperialists
are now concentrating more on small,
weak and yet unorganised areas of
the Third World to impose its will
and dictate terms. In this light we
see the invasion of Grenada. How-
ever basking in the warm glow of its

^fangsterish offensive in Grenada, the
IS is now moving more directly to

positions of offensive aggression in
other countries all over the nor / , /
More recentlygthe US has started
re-arming a champion oj democracy
and freedom"—?-ia ul Haq of
Pakistan.

Dealing a grievous hlow to the
entire socialist movement, the US-
imperialists have apparently reached
a compromise of sorts with the
People's Republic of China. Coming
closer home we also see the manner
in which Bangladesh has fallen
victim to US - intrigues. Under
Jayawardene Sri Lanka moved
quickly and surely into the clutches
of US-imperialism.

At the behest of his masters at the
fMF and World Bank Jayawardene
unleashed the "free market forces"
on the population. To please the
foreign investors he invited into the
country, he began curtailing the day-
to-day freedoms of the people,

"y= ;,'-. ;ally trade union rights and the
righ, 'o protest, 7o take the minds
of itit; people away trom ther
freisii'f; economic problems a.i well as
the loss of freedoms, Jayawardene
unleashed, to use a childish phrase
''a billa'' (a Sinhalese symbol used
to frighten children) on the
Sri Lankan people - the billa of
terrorism. Together with his "billa"
Jayawardene also raised racial
animosity to divert the peopel's
minds away from their real problems
and the issues which were affecting
them. To an extent he has succeeded
in his aim. For he has been able to
take the minds of the Sinhalese
people away from their problems. He
has in addition got ths support of a
large number of them for his fascist
attacks on the Tamil community.

However finding that he could not
suppress the just struggle of the
Tamil people by these means,
Jayawardene is now making despe-

rate efforts to get military help
from his imperialist backers to put
down the legitimate aspiration! of
the Tamil people and maintain his
fascist rule in Sri Lanka. In his
hour of need Jayawardene, the
butcher of Tamils, has turned to a
source which has unfailingly aided
fascist dictators- Jayawardene did
what all dictators and oppressors do
he turned to Ronald Reagan and the
United States.

In his hour of need the US did
not fa i l Jayawardenc. But Reagan
faced a small p r o b l e m — h i s e lec t ion
year was coming up. In elect ion
year Reagan did not want to r i sk
another Lebanon-style fiasco. 'The
President ordered his -'Pals" in the
Mossad and the Br i t i sh SASto come
to the rescue of his "fel low
democrat" Jayawardene. He also
ordered his good f r iends in South
A f r i c a who arc l i k e .layawardenc
f i g h t i n g ' ' terroris ts" to send him
(Jayawardene) s h i p m e n t s of arms
and ammunit ion. In response, a
g r a t e f u l Jayawardene i s of fe r ing the
US the se rv ices of the f inest n a t u r a l
ha rbou r in the wor ld . In t h i s way
Jayawardenee hopes to suit both the
i n t e r e s t s of the US as well as his
own class in t e re s t s .

Today the US has put its tota'
support behind the fascist rule of
Jayawardene and his efforts lo crush
the Tamil l ibe ra t ion struggle and
the jus t a s p i r a t i o n s of the S inha la
masses. Both Jayawardene and the
US have co r rec t ly analysed the
s t ruggle of t h e Tamil people under
the l e ade r sh ip of the People's
Liberation Organ i sa t ion of Tarni lee-
lam as being against the in te res t s of
the i m p e r i a l i s t s as we l l as the
interests of the r u l i n g class. I t is
the re fo re no s u r p r i s e that the US
has alligned itself against the masses
of the people on the side of the
fascist r u l i n g class. Throughout
its h i s to ry the US has a lways joined
the oppressors against the people in
whichever part of the world they
may come f rom.

We tabu la te below a comprehen-
sive list of US crimes against the
suf fe r ing people and sovereign states
a l l over the world:
1945-1949 t Between 4945 and 1949

the US invaded China
to prevent the popular
revo lu t ion ' s v ic to ry ,
The US maintained as
many as 113,000 troops,
upto 600 a i r c r a f t ant}
more than 150 bat t le - -
s h i p s in attempt to

suppress the forces of
progress.

1946-1949 : Between 1946 and 1949
the B r i t i s h and US
landed a mar ine force
of more than 5,COO men
suppor ted by the naval
and air forces (more
than 200 a i r c r a f t ) in
Greece to suppress the
democratic r e v o l u t i o n
and es tab l i sh a monar-
chy in that count ry .

1947 : In 1947 US marines
landed in Paraguay to
suppress a popular up-
r i s i n g and establish
" democracy ". The
American forces helped
set up a m i l i t a r y dic-
t a t o r s h i p the re .

1948-1953: Between 194S and 1953
a 90,000 s t rong US
force helped the reac-
t i ona ry gove rnmen t of
the P h i l i p p i n e s s u p p r e s s
the w o r k i n g people's
a rmed rebe l l ion .

1950-1953: Between 1950 and 1953
the U n i t e d States waged
a war of aggression i n
K o r e a - Some 350,000
troops, 1000 t a n k s , 1600
a i r c r a f t and more t h a n
30') warships were in-
volved in combat .
The A m e r i c a n troops
used p a r t i c u l a r l y b r u -
ta l tac t ics aga ins t the
Korean people l i k e
scorched earth pol ic ies ,
widespread use of
napa lm, bacteriological
and chemical weapons.

1954: In 1954 CIA-t ra ined
mcrccna r ids supported
by US a i r c r a f t invaded
Guatemala. The i n v a -
sion resulted in the
over throw of the
democratic government
of Jacob Arben/ and
es tab l i shment of a
m i l i t a r y regime. The
US i n v o l v e m e n t in the
over throw of a democ-
ra1 i c a l l ye l ec t cdgove rn -
mcnt was because t ha t
government in tended to
n a t i o n a l i s e the lands
w h i c h t h e U n i t e d F r u i t
Comany fa giant US
m u l t i n a t i o n a l ) had i l l e -
gal ly appropr ia ted from
the Guatemalan peasa-
nts- Since thcover throw
of the government and
the ins t a l l a t ion of the
mili tary regime, more
than 59,000 people have
been brutal ly done to
death by the fascist
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PLOT... ON THE NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLE

In a wide-Ranging interview with
Comrade Skantha of the Voice of
Thamileelam (VOTE;, Comrade
Umamaheswaran, Secretary General
of the People's Liberation Organjsa
tion of Thamileelam (PLOT) s^oke
on the p o s s i b i l i t i e s tor the f o r m a -
tion of a National Liberation Fron t ,
Analys ing the mood i n the South.
Sri Lanka Comrade Lima appealed
to the l e f t -wing forces in t ha t coun-
try to stop repeating the mis take of
participating in the farce t ha t is
par l iamentary democracy and cal led
on them to organise the masses

around their day-to-day problems to
over throw the fascist regime w h i c h
is oppressing both the Sinhalese as
well as Tamil masses.
O. : Comrade I'ma, the People's
Liberation Organisation of I h a m i -
leelam and you have been stressing
the need for unity among the group-.
f ighting for the liberation of .Thami-
leelam. Could you specifically
tell as what exact ly you mean b\?
A.: PLOT has always stressed t ha t

the present stage of conflict is
one of na t iona l l i b e r a t i o n .
Therefore it is necessary for all
those engaged in th i s s t ruggle to
jo in together on a m i n i m a l
common programme to over
throw the enemy.

By this do you mean that
PLOT would be wil l ing to join any
group or organisation irrespective of
their ideological standpoint?
A.: I t h i n k I must make a c l a r i f i -

jere. Our struggle while

being one of national l ibera t ion
is at the same t ime an an t i -
imperialist struggle. This is
very important for all of us to
understand. Imperialism is
attempting to use racism to
to divide our masses along
e t h n i c l ines.
Today the Tamil people face
national oppression, the fascist
ru le r s are committing genocide
on our people. We therefore ,
as a f i r s t step, take up the cause
of the Tarail people in their
struggle for national liberation.
When I say we must un i t e with
all those involved in the
national l iberation
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refer to it in this light.
The supporters and agents of
the imperialists are Trojan
horses w i t h i n the l iberat ion
movement. They are not
struggling for national libera-
tion. These people are attempt-
ing to use the nat ional l iberat ion
struggle to further the aims

and cause of their masters in
the US and CIA.
It is not surprising that
Chandrahasan, son of the late
leader of the Tamil people has
been chosen to serve the cause
of the imperialists rather than
that af his own people. The
CIA selects its men carefulfy
especially those who would least
come under suspicion.

In light of what you have just

said, how do you look at the TULF ?
A.: Basical ly the TULF is a

na t iona l bourgoise p a r t y -
Unfor tuna te ly the organisation
has been heavily inf i l t ra ted by
agents of imper ia l i sm. If the
f r u g r c ' S M y e s among the TULF
h: ide r ,h ip enounce and break
their ties with these and other
CIA .agents, we can then
consider w o r k i n g on a common
programme together wi th them
in a na t iona l f r o n t .

Q. : How does PLOT look on the
LITE (-Liberation Tigers of Tharoi-
ieelam) and the role they play in the
Thamilcelnni freedom struggle ?
A.: We have at all times maintained

t h a t the LTTE is an important
component w i t h i n the l iberat ion
struggle. But we do not agree
with the tactics they use in the
attempt to achieve these aims.
We w i l l be happy however, to

come together on a common
programme to help the liberat-
ion struggle achieve its goal.
Regarding the other organisa-
t ions . EPRLF, EROS, and
TELO, tlr;v too , T ? - > S C pub i i ^y
break t h ' i r t:-;s w i t h agents o f
imper ia l i s t ) : ! and j < ; * n in
.nationa; liberation f ront ,

0- ' PLOT hg-s bees constantly
stressing the need of liiasit >B'-"oHed
in the l iberat ion of ThsnsileclatB, to
work together w i t h the progressive
forces in Sri Lanka It appears to
many people that the progressive
forces in Sri Lanka are at i i i strong
in their belief in the parliamentary
democratic system operating there,
what arc your observations on this ?
A.: Af te r the recent e lect ions at

Minneriya and Kundasale the
opposition par t ies in Sri
Lanka true to form, have once
again commenced weeping,
gnash ing thei r teeth and c l a i m -
ing that the election was rigged
etc.
Every election called by J. R.
Jayawar-dene has been a repeti-
t i on of t h i s s tory over and over
again. Unfor tuna te ly even the
progressive opposition parties
have never yet failed to provide
Jayawardene with the cloak of
respectabi l i ty and legal i ty he
gains through the. fake elections,
he calls from time to time.
The greatest crime these parties
arc pe rpe t r a t i ng is on the
i n n o c e n t masses of Sri Lanka.

Q. : What exactly do you mean by
your last sentence ?
A.: Since the President ial Election

and more especially since the
blatant rigging of the referan-
d u m to extend the l i fe of
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PL.OT...
parl iament , the . mass of the
people in the south too had
begun to see the f u t i l i t y of the
bourgoise pa r l i amenta ry demo-
cratic system and the existing
electoral proces. Unfortunately
for the people of Sri Lanka,
the old establ ished pa r t i e s of
the l e f t wing l i k e the Comm-
u n i s t Party, the Lanka Sama-
samaja Party and even Vasu-
deva Nanayakkare's Nava Sama
Samaja Party have fai led in
thei r duty to educate the
electorate. Ins tead they have
c o n s t a n t l y misled the masses on
this point and deceived them
regarding the value of the vote.
Today, once again, at a t ime
when the people themselves have
rejected t h i s disreputable sys-
tem, when opposition to Jaya-
wardeiu- ' s fascist i m p e r i a l i s t
r u l e is crowing in the count ry ,
these p a r t i e s namely theCommu-
nist Party. the Lanka Sama
SamajaParty and theNavaSama
Samaja Party, have been ins t ru -
m e n t a l in b l u n t i n g the m i l i t a n c y
of the people and d i v e r t i n g
the i r a t t en t ion by pa r t i c ipa t ing
in yet another fake election.

Q. : What makes you say at the
Sinhalese people's militancy was
rising ? And why do you say that the
three left-wing parties blunted this
mili tancy?
A. : The answer to that question

l ies in the v, hole socio-economic
s i tua t ion in wh ich Sr i Lanka
finds i tself in today.
A major foreign exchange
earner in Sri Lanka,in the not too
distant past had been the tourist
industry. Tourism provided
employment to thousands of
persons in indirect employment
as well asin direct employment .
Since the government-sponsored
pogrom against the Tamil
people of July 1983, and its con
tinued ger.ocidal policies against
them, tourism in Sri Lanka
is almost non-existent as far as
western tourists are concerned.
This has led, even according to
Sri Lanka's docile press to" mass
lay-offs in hotels and other
agencies involved in the tourist
trade. To those to whom the
tourist trade provided indi rec t
employment, and they form the
majori ty, this drop in tourists
has proved disastrous and led
to large-scale loss of income.
But by this, do not think that
I am a supporter of the orga
nised tourist industry, def in i te ly
not. That is however another
story-
Coming back to the point
almost simultaneously, we have

seen a closure of he US market
vis-a-vis the Sri Lankan textile
industry.
The cornerstone of Jayawar
dene's solution to the unemploy.
rnent problem in the country
has been based on employment
creation in the Free Trade
Zone- The loss of the American
markets has proved disastrous.
Even the Finance Minister made
a special trip to the US to beg
Reagan to increase Sri Lanka's
quota of Textile exports to the
US. These efforts however
failed, and today a number
of firms in the Free Trade Zone
have closed down. This again
led on the one hand to direct
unemployment result ing from
the loss of jobs due to the
closure of the factories. Again,
there are also a good number
of others who indirectly service
the Free Trade Zone by provi
ding meals to employees as well
as hosteljand boardingjfaci l i t ies .
Here we see another body of
people being rendered unemp-
loyed and others who lose their
means of livelihood. Additio-
nally, Sri Lanka was losing
another important source of
fore ign exchange as well.
The biggest loss however of
foreign exchange, as well as a
major source of potent ial ly
l u c r a t i v e employment was the
middle eastern countries. Here
again simply due to the pig-
headed and short-sighted
policies of Jayawardene the
poor masses of Sri Lanka have
been hit hard.
In retaliation for Jayawardene's
warm and cordial relationship
with the state of Israel, the
Middle-East countries have
begun rejecting the applications
of Sri Lankas seeking employ-
ment in the i r countr ies . The
reaction of the Arab wor ld has
been a d i rec t response to
Jayawardene's statement that
Sri Lanka is a sovere ign state
and wil l choose its own f r iends
and re la t ionsh ips . In l i k e
manner the Arab peoples
s u l f c r i n g under the b ru ta l i t i s -
of Zionism and I s r ae l i cxpane
sionism, too, have demonstrated
their own sovereignity in decid-
ing whom they want to employ
and help.
The net result is that the earn-
ings of the expa t r ia te w o r k e r s
in the Midd le East wh ich was
second only to tea in t e rms of
revenue earned by the coun t ry ,
was lost. In addition, it has
left thousands of young men
and women suddenly stranded
w i t h o u t any means of employ-

10
ment.
The loss of these major sources
of employment and foreign
exchage. t h r o u g h tour i sm, Free
Trade Zone (and the Midd le
Last l e f t J a y a w a r d e n e ; at a
loss.
In despera t ion he has now
turned to the latest but worst
form of exploi ta t ion-Free
Agr icu l tu ra l Zones- - w h i c h
op.rate under the Free Trade
Zone laws. Today vast tracts
of the country are being handed
over to g ian t m u l t i n a t i o n a l
companies i nvo lved in agri-
business- These lands compr i se
ent i re v i l l ages as wel l as ind i -
vidual peasant landholdings .
Today government is a t tempting
to evict thousands upon
thousands of Sinhalese peasants^
f rom t h e i r lands in the Mone
gala d i s t r ic t .
These moves of the g o v e r n m e n t
are being s t r o n g l y r e s i s t e d by
the peasants who have f o r c i b l y
stopped, at least temporar i ly ,
these ac t iv i t ies of the govern-
ment as we l l as the compan ie s .
Th i s is why I say today the
m i l i t a n c y of the S inha le se
people is on the rise. All over
the count ry the people had
started protests in one form or
the other. This is also why we
hold the l e f t par t ies of Sri
Lanka responsible for b l u n t i n g
the m i l i t a n c y of the S inha lese
masses.

Q: In what way do yon say that they
are blunting ihr militancy of the
Sinhalese masses?
A - : Without g iv ing leadership to

the struggles of the masses,
without capitalising on the
s i tua t ion and giving d i r e c t i o n
to the people 's pent -up wrath.jr-.
the l e f t par t ies are joining^^
hands w i t h the government to
take the minds of the people
away from the i r problem.
For Jayawardene, the holding
of these elections has u two-fold
purpose. F i r s t l y i t d iver ted the
people's a t t en t i on away f rom
the i r desperate state, caused by
unemployment , loss of f o r e i g n
markets, and fo r e ign exchange
and resultant loss of social
benefits. Secondly, the opposi-
tion which should have been
engaged in using its total re-
sources to organise the people
against the oppress ive p o l i c i e s
of the state, is now w a s t i n g its
t ime and energy on an e l e c t i o n
which even the par t ies them-
selves realised they could not
w i n . Ins tead of c o n c e n t r a t i n g
t h e i r energies on the prv. - - . s ing
p rob l ems of S inha lese masses.
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PLOT- • •
they ended debating the f u t i l e
issue of fighting so-called terro-
rism.
The problems of the people
have as usual been forgotten
altogether. U n f o r t u n a t e l y th i s
has beenthe c o n t i n u o u s f a i l u r e
on the part of the left parties
in Sri Lanka.

Q: What do you think has been
the cause of the failure of these
parties? •
A : I do not be l i eve that these

parties have not as yet realised
the f u t i l i t y of the present
pa r l i amen ta ry system. I be l i eve
that their d i l l icul ty is in taking

the final step. For if they
educate their people and make
them see how the present
parliamentary system only
keeps them in a state of bondage,
the people wil l demand of
them an alternative to the
present system. I t h i n k t h i s is
their main fear.
Therefore even though they
themselves do not believe in
th is system, they are using it to
maintain t he i r own position.
Yet even these positions which
they seem to th ink they enjoy,
are fast being eroded.

Q: Do you bare any special mess-

I I
age to the progressive political
parties in the South?
A : In the name of the suf fe r ing

masses both Sinhalese and
Tamil, I call on these part ies
to give up these o p p o r t u n i s t i c

tactics, organise the masses
around the oppression which
is crushing them, educate
them on the non-feasibility of
the parliamentary system and
join hands with us to oppose
and overthrow the fascist
puppets of imper ia l i sm who are
a t tempt ing to sell our people
and count ry to the imperial ists .

rulers and their Amer i -
can backers .

"*» 1958: In 1958, a 14,000 man
US m a r i n e and l a n d
force , suppor ted hy
the US S i x t h f lee t
landed in Lebanon an
par t i c ipa ted in s u p p -
ress ing t he popular
mass actions of the
people.

1961 : In 1961 A m e r i c a n
mercenaries at tempted
an a rmed i n v a s i o n of
Cuba at Palaya Giron
to overthrow the
count ry ' s r e v o l u t i o -
nary governments.
More t h e n 1500 cut
t h r o a t s t r a ined and
armed in the US, 80
a i r c r a f t and 35 s h i p s
took p a r t in t he act ion

19641 In 1964 the United
States, B r i t a i n and
Belgium sent troops to
the Congo to overthrow
the progress ive reg ime

"* and suppress the
nat iona l l i be ra t i on
movement ihere. Upto
10,000 troops and 60
aircraf t were used in
the in tervent ion .

1964: Inl954Amerjcan troops
massacred c iv i l ions
in the Panama Canal
Zone who demanded the
w i t h d r a w a l of the US
military and the restor-
at ion of the country's
sovereign; ty.

1964-1973 : The United States was
involved in the war
against Vietnam. The
US forces used strategic
bombers to carry out
massive a i r s t r i k e s and
US warships shelled
c i v i l i a n targets.
In tha t genocida! war
the US used chemical
weapons, napa lm bombs

and other barbarous
means of war fa re .
The aggress ion of t h a t
war did great harm to
the c o u n t r y , i t s people,
the economy, the env i -
ronment and the agri-
c u l t u r e - Vie tnam i s s t i l ^
s u f f e r i ng f rom the
a f t e r m a t h of tha t large-
scale aggression.

1964-1973 : Between 1963 and 1973
the United States parti-
c ipa ted in a war of
aggression against Laos
in suppor t of the coun-
t ry ' s reac t ionary regime
in tlie struggle against

the Pathet Lao L ibe r -
a t i o n Front . The US
forces included more
than 50,000 troops,
1,500 a i rcraf t and 40
warships .

1965 : In 1965, 40,000 US
troops invaded the
Dominican Republic
"to protect American
citizens". The US force
was supported by 275
planes and 50 warships.
The popular rebellion
was c r u e l l y crushed.

1970-1975: Between 1970 and 1975
the United States atte-
mpted to suppress the
popular movement aga-

i n s t the reac t ionary
puppet regime in what
was t h e n known as
Cambodia ( K a m p u c -
hea). The US force
i n c l u d e d more t h a n
70,000 troops, 500 pla-
nes and 40 warships of
the US Seven th Fleet .

1971-1973 : Between 1971 and 1973
the CIA was directly
i n v o l v e d i n t h e counter
r e v o l u t i o n a r y coup-de-
etat in B o l i v i a , Chile
and F.I Salvador where,
democrat ic gove rnmen-
ts w e r e replaced wi th
fascis t d ic ta torships .

1983 : In 1983, 800 US mar ines
landed in Lebanon "to
b r ing peace to the
Middle Last". More
than 30 wa r sh ip s patro-
led the seas off the
Lebanese coast.
US warships shelled
and bombed the posi-
tions of the democratic
forces and c i v i l i a n
targe ts . The aim of
the US intervent ion
was to get a permanent
foothold in Lebanon
and t u r n that country
in to a bridgehead for
putt ing mi l i t a ry pres-
sure on Syria and
o the r Arab c unt r ies .

1983: In 1983, the US
l a u n c h e d a completely
u n p r o v o k e d armed in-
vasion in Grenada,
Deposed i ts democratic
government and sat up
a pro-Amer ican puppet
regime. The I . 'S '
now started t : un a
m i l i t a r y br ; . '• 'he
island, and so op to
1984...

...Which country and which u n f o r t u -
nate people are due to feel the
loving kindness of the American
direct intervention?.
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CURRENT EVENTS
COLOMBO Nov. 20.

A police station was blown up in a truck
bomb attack in northern Sri Lanka, killing at
least 40 po1 icemen.

According to reports reaching Colombo the
attack was made with a truck load of explosi
ves driven into yie two-storey police station
by separatist guerillas.

About 45 police officers and constables
were inside the building at the time of the
attack which took place at Chavakachchen,
some 16 km north of Jaffna.

As army convoys rushed to the scene, se-
veral land mines blew up on the road, impeding
their arrival.

Chavakachcheri is one of the big police
posts in the troubled northern region where

?uenllas are fighting to establish a separate
amil state. The police station has been at-

tacked at (east four times during this year.

The attack came even as the Sri Lankan
armed services were today combrig Telhpalai
and its surrounding areas in north Sri Lanka
for suspected militants following the death
yesterday of Brigadier Anyapperuma com-
mander of Sn Lanka army's northern range,
in a landmine-explosion.

At least tojr police comrfiandos were also
injured In a separate incident in Jaffna yester-

day when a group of unidentified persons hur-
led bombs at a security vehicle near the Iccal
railway station

Both incidents led to tension in the northern
peninsula Ufo 'n Jaffna came to a standstill
a^ retoiiations by security forces were feared

The official daily Lankadipa reported today,
quoting the National Security Minister, Mr
Laiith Athulathrrudah that the Government
would launch a massive project to settle Sinha-
lese people in the Tamil dominated district of
.Jaffna

The move was opposed by the Tamil United
Liberation Front leadersnip, but this would not
prevent the Government from implementing its
plan, Mr. Athulathmudali told the paper

Most of the Sinhalese to be settled in the
Jaffna peninsula would be chosen from among
Sinhala fishermen and ex-convicts The Sinna-
lese who would make Jaffna their permanent
home were to be provided with State assi-
stance the paper said.

The Sri Lanka Government is of the view
that more Sinhala settlers in the northern pro-
vince wouid help find short and long term
solutions to inter-racial problems, the report
said.—Lankapuwath, UNI, DPA & PTI.

30.10.1984: Tel l ippala i . In the small vil lage of MaLhamai

the army captured arms belonging to a m i l i t a n t group in a

house. The arms consisted of 1 SMG,' 2 SLR, 1 A K - 4 7 , 1 T-66,

1 exploder. The house was burnt by the a r m y . The army also

captured an A-40 model car with leaflets belonging to TELO.

02.11.1984: At the hartal cal led to mark the death of. Shri-

mathi Indira Gandhi a Musl im student ( 1 7 ) , A j i t h A n v e r . w a s

shot dead by army personnel in f ront of Ja f fna H i n d u College.

The reason for the shooting is that the army opposed people

mourning for M r s . I n d i r a G a n d h i . On the same d a y , a t A r r i y a l a r ,

the army indiscriminately opened f i re on a passenger train.

One person was killed and several were in jured. Nanda Kumar

was the person who died as a result of the shooting.
07.11.1984: At U r u m p i r a i the army detected explos ives on the

road. In retaliation the army went into a neighbouring

house and killed the fa ther of the house, his two sons and

their dr iver . The wife was raped and her thali snatched.The

name of the deceased was Thambipillai Kandasamy. 13 houses

including Kandasamy's was reduced to ashes by the a r m y .

Ja f fna Kachcheri: The army detected two mines on the road and

opened fire. A person working at the kachcheri was killed and

another worker taken into custody.
It is reported that the TELA leader Castro and two of his Com

rades Balu and Murthy were captured by the army.

orry,
Matthew has p lanted a Bikklui and
it is now renamed "Kurun thumaha
Raja Viluira". The l is t is
inexhaustible.

1 must.'at this point emphasize on
behalf of the People's Liberation
Organisation of I hr.mike'.am that
out struggle is not directed against
the Sinhalese people, their language
and their culture.

We recognise that the Sinhalese
masses are also an oppressed people .
Unfortunately racism has today eaten
into the social fabric of the
community and the people arc
fore unable to recognise how the
state is using racism to divide both
our people.

While once again welcoming the
i n i t i a t i v e of your organisation to
in i t ia te a dialogue which could lead
to a peaceful set t lement of our
problem, we ca l l on you, the URO,
and its membership to p r e v a i l on
your g o v e r n m e n t to stop the
genocide it is c o m m i t t i n g on an
innocent Tamil communi ty .

We also call on the Uni ted
Re l ig ious Organisat ion to expla in to
the S inha le se people that the Tamil
c o m m u n i t y does not regard the
Sinhalese masses as their enemy.
Our struggle is against the fascist
state that is oppressing both our
people. Our message to the
Sinhalese people is to join us and
help liberate hoth our peoples, and
country which is being sold tt> the
imperialists.

I t is only w h e n the ord inary
Sinhalese people recognise the
nature and causes of the Tamil
struggle, can there be any meaning-
ful dialogue between us.

However, let me once again thank
you and your organisation on behalf
of the Tamil people and the
People's Liberation Organisation of
Thamileelain for the ini t ia t ive you
have taken. I am hopeful that the
dialogue you have s tar ted w i l l
prove to be f r u i t f u l in the not too
distant f u t u r e . -

Yours Sincerely
(Signed)

K. UMAMAHESWARAN
Secretary General

People's Liberation Organization
of Thamileelam
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Episodes Of The Revolutionary War

Who is t h i s long-haired i i>an
wi th pistol at his belt?
Who is this man in gueri l la
c lo th ing , black beret and long
cigar?
This man is Che-Major Ernesto
Chf, Guevara- He is the son of
a Buenas Aires archi tec t .
On receiving his medical degree
he renounced the comforts
offered by a professional l i fe
and jo ined the 'cause of the
oppressed peoples.
In Mexico Dr. Guevara met
R a u l Castro who introduced
him to h is b ro ther Fidel.
Months later he joined the
Cuban Rebels' h is tor ic Granma

-^ expedition.
•*~ Che fought in the very first

batt les of the g u e r i l l a forces
and was soon promoted to the
rank of major . At the begin-
inp; of 1958 he was ordered by
I-'id el to invade the central
province of Las V i l l a s . He
then led his rebel column to the
Fscambray mounta ins and there
coordinated the efforts of the
an t i -Ba t i s t a forces- He was
the s t r a t e g i s t of the B a t t l e of
S a n t a Clara , t h e c a p i t a l o f l a s
V i l l a s , whose fa l l precipitated
the flight of the ty ran t .
W i t h the v ic tory of the Revolu-
t i o n , Guevara became the m i l i -
tary commander of La Cabana
Fortress. Later he was
appointed President of the
Nat iona l Bank of Cuba, and
t h e n M i n i s t e r of Indust r ies , a
post he held before par t ing for
"other lands that claim the
recourse of my modest efforts."

^ as he wrote in his farewell
™ l e t t e r to Fidel and the Cuban

people-
Commencing with this edition,
PLOT Bulletion wil l serialise
"Episodes of the Revolut io-
nary* War" in which, Major
Gue^ra describes the l i fe and
activities of the rebel forces
from the first moments of the
guer i l la Insurrection in the
Sierra Maestra.

FOREWORD
For some time we had contemplated writing

an account of the Cuban Revolution that
would include all its aspects and phases.
Many of our devolution's leaders have also
expressed this intention - either privately or
publ icly bu tou r tasks are many, the years
pass, and the memory of the insurrectional
struggle g rows dim. making it dif f icult to
pi npoint events that already are part of
America's history.

We present herfl a series of personal
memories of attacks, skirmishes and battles

in which we participated. It is not our
intention that this fragmentary story, based
on recollection and a few hastily ~ written
no:es. should be considered a full account of
tha Revolution. On the contrary, we hope
the subject may be elaborated by many of tho
men who played a role in the struggle.

Our participation in the war was limited to
specific areas of Cuba. Therefore w» could
not possibly describe events and battles that
occurred elsewhere. To help our comrades
to add their accounts in chronological order,
we begin with our first bartle the only one
with Fidel taking part in which our forces
were not victorious: the surprise attack at
"Alegria del Pio".

There are many survivors of these actions
and each is invited to contribute his personal
recollections of these events to the written
records of our history. We ask only that the
narra tor be truthful and that / in an attempt to
c lar i fy his position, he does not unjustifiably
enlarge on his true role or pretend to have
been where we was not. We would ask that
a f te r wri t ing a few pages to the best of his
abi l i ty he make a c r i t i ca l examination of his
e f f n r l s n n d elimina^ every doub t fu l f a c t t S a t
does not comri bute to the .r j thentici ty o f h . o
account. In th is s p i r i t we berj in our memoirs.

-ERNESTO CHE GUEVARA

ALEGRIA DE PIO
ALEGRIA DE PIO is a place in

Oriente province, munic ipa l i ty of
Niquero, near Cabo Cruz- At this
very spot, on December 5, 1956,
Batista's forces discovered our
h i d i n g place.

We were exhausted from a long
p a i n f u l t rek; more p a i n f u l than
long, to tell the t r u t h . We had
landed on December 2, at a place
known as the Playade las Coloradas.
We had lost all our 'cquipmen', and
had trugded for endless hours
th rough marsh lands and swamps-
We were all wear ing new boots and
by now everyone was suffering from
blisters and foot sores, but new foot-
wear and fungus were by no means
our only enemies . We had reached
Cuba f o l l o w i n g a seven-day voyage
across J-he G u l f of Mexico and the
Carribean Sea,without food, plagued
by seasickness and aboard a f a r -
from-seaworthy vessel. We had lef t
the port of T u x p a n on November 25.
at a t i m e when a s t i f f "no r the ly"
was b l o w i n g and al l smal l c r a f t had
been warned to stay in port. All t h i s
had left an indel ib le mark upon
our troop made up of rook ie s who
did not know what the w o r d
"combat'" m e a n t .

All t ha t was lef t of our war
equ ipmen t was our r i f les , cartridge
belts and a few wet r o u n d s of
a m m u n i t i o n . Our medical supp l i e s
had d i sappea red and most of our
k n a p s a c k s had Iven left behind in
the swamps- We had spent the
previous night in one of the cane-
fields of the N i q u e r o Sugar Mill
owned by J u l i o Lobo at the t ime.
We had managed to mi t iga te our

hunger and th i r s t by eating sugar
cane, but due to our lack of
experience we had l e f t a t r a i l of
cane pee l ings and bagasse all over
the place. Not tha t the guards
looking for us needed any t r a i l to
follow our steps, for it had been
our g u i d e - as we f o u n d out l a t e r -
who had betrayed us- We had let
him go the n igh t before - an error
we were to repeat several times
dur ing our long struggle un t i l we
learned t h a t c i v i l i a n s whose perso-
nal records were u n k n o w n to us
were not to be t r u s t e d w h i l e in
dangerous areas- It was a serious
blunder to release tha t man.

By daybreak of t h e 5th we could
barely wa lk . On the verge of
collapse, we would walk a short
distance and then beg for a long
rest period. Orders were g i v e n to
h a l t at the edge of a canefield, in a
t h i c k e t close to the dense woods.
Most of us slept throughout the
morning hours.

At noon we began to not ice
u n u s u a l signs of a c t i v i t y . Air Force
' 'Piper" planes as well as other type
smal l planes together with small
private aircraft began to circle our
hiding place. Most of our men
went on c u t t i n g and ea t ing sugar
cane without real izing that they were
perfectly visible to those flying the
planes which were now circl ing at
slow speed and low a l t i tude . I was
the troop p h y s i c i a n and it was my
d u t y to treat the blistered feet. I
recall my last patient that morning;
his 'name was Humberto Lamotte
and that was to be his last day on
earth. I s t i l l remember how tired
and worn out he looked as he wa lk -
ed from my improvised first aid
sttion to his post, s t i l l carrying his
shoes in one hand.

Comrade Montane and f were
leaning against a tree, eating ou-
meager rations -half a sausage and
two crackers —when a rif le shot
broke the s t i l lness . Immediate ly , a
ha i l of b u l l e t s — a t least t h i s is the
way it looked to us, th is being our
baptism of fire—descended upon our
eighty-two-man troop. My rifle
was not one of the best; I had de-
liberately asked for it because I was
in very poor physical condition due
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A F'rc.e a, J\xa,t . . . .
The complicity of government
in this matter.is clear, as the
mosque authorities have made
representations even to Presi-
dent Jayawardene. But to date
neither President Jayawardene
nor the two Muslim Ministers
in his cabinet havs done any-
th ing to stop the continuing
harassme'nts.

* In July 1982 violence was un-
leashed against the Muslim
community in Galle on a large
Scale. Their houses were burnt,
businesses attacked and destroy-
ed, the mosque was damaged
and the Holy Krfran burnt
In [addition to attacking the
Muslims in the city of Galle,
u n r u l y armed gangs of Sinha-
lese attacked twelve predomi-
nant ly Mus l im viliages in the
Galle d is t r ic t -
In all these- incidents the army
and police personnel ei ther
helped the attacking Sinhalese
mobs or i n i t i a t ed attacks on the
Muslims on their own accord.
To date no action has been
taken against either the a rmy
or pol ice personnel involved in
the attack, or the rampaging
Sinhalese mobs.

* On the 30th of November 1982
government attempted to con-
fiscate 496 acres of land belon-
ging to 108 Muslim famil ies in
Chelvanayagampuram and a
neighbour ing v i l l age and hand
them over to Sinhalese f a m i l i e s
from the Kelaniya electorate
(Kelaniya is approx. 300 miles
away from the area). Wide-
spread protests organised by
both Tamil and Musl im comm-
unit ies temporar i ly halted the
ejection of the fami l ies - It is
not known however, when the
next at tempt w i l l be made to
evict these familes. It is feared
that using emergency powers
and the jarmed forces, govern-
ment wi l l forcibly evict these
people and hand thei r lands
over to Sinhalese families as
was done at Kent and Dollar
farms in the Vavuniya district
recently.

* Another development adver-
sely affecting the Mus l im
Community since the latter
half of 1983 has been the
forcible occupation of tradi-
tional Muslimfishing vil lages by
Sinhalese fishermen. Presently
Sinhalese fishermen are arri-
ving in large numbers and
colonising these areas.
Shortly after ar r ival , these
Sinhalese fishermen begin
distributing racist l i terature

and putting up posters calling
on all Sinhalese to drive the
Muslims out.
Protests to both government
and the police have fa l len on
deaf ears.

* Since the state - sponsored
pogroms _of July 1983 against
the Tamil community govern-
ment set up an organisation
named RAPIA which took over
the affected businesses. The
claim was that RAPIA would
help the owners of affected
and destroyed industries to
either re-start their industr ies
or find buyers for the demo-
lished businesses. Subsequent
events however have revealed
the reason for setting up this
powerful body. RAPIA does
not allow Musl im persons
or business groups to purchase
any of the damaged business
places!
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The attacks on the Muslim

community of Sri Lanka is not a
recent phenomenon. Ant i -Musl im
sentiment has its roots in the
Sinhala revivalist era during the
1880's when the Buddist monks
leading Sinhalese revivalism roused
ant i -Musl im sentiments to ral ly the
Sinhalese masses. Thier vicious
anti-Muslim campaign led to a
widespread ant i -Musl im rioting in
1915, when hundreds of Muslims
lost their lives, and property,
whi le places of worship were
desecrated and defiled-

The People's Liberation Organi-
sation of Thamileelam recognising
the oppression and discrimination
faced by the Muslim community,
calls on it to join hands in the
liberation struggle and
common cause to libetate our
and the mass of our peoples i r res-
psctive of class, caste race or
religion.

THE BIRTH
to fight prevai l ing prejudices
and to create awareness on the
ex is t ing oppress ive structures
and machanisms prevai l ing in
our present-day society. It also
helped us to bu i ld up the contact
and r e l a t i onsh ip wi th the
mothers in these areas. This
contact enabled us to take
up concrete issues of oppression
and d i sc r imina t ion faced by the
chi ldren and mothers, with the
mothers themselves, in an effort
to relate these issues to the
p r e v a i l i n g s t ructures and to
reveal their underlying causes.

* In order to increaseawarertess on.
women's problems, in order to
provide a l i n k between d i f f e r e n t
women's groups as wel l as to
relate the local d i sc r imina t ion
faced by women's groups to the
wider ^issues of exploitation and
injus t ice , we commenced publi-
cation of a women's journal .

* Whenever we get an oppor tun i ty
we par t ic ipa te in meetings orga-
nised by other societies in order
to publ ic i se women's problems
in wider circles and encourage
our members to express their
problems before an audience.

Through our involvement we got
thus engaged wi th most oppressed
section of women of our communi ty
and were able to bui ld up an organi-
sa t ional in f ra s t ruc tu re throughout
the Nor the rn and Eastern regions of
the country.

However, as the genocidal
attacks by government forces on our
c o m m u n i t y became the order of the
day, and as members of our move-
ment themselves f e l l v i c t i m to

harassment and beat ings by the
pol ice for the mere reason of hav ing
par t i c ipa ted in a non-violent action
of pro tes t , we began to real ize that
the non -v io l en t s t rugg le would
never enab le us to overcome state
i n j u s t i c e and state oppression.

Thus we recognized that by jus t
o r g a n i s i n g economic programmes
and exchang ing our problems we
would not be able to change our
pos i t ion in the long r u n . We rea l i -
zed tha t at t h i s moment of t ime our
e m p h a s i s had to be on our p o l i t i c a l
engagement - Aiso we should not iso-
late ou r se lve s as women f rom other
g roups i nvo lved in po l i t i c a l work
f i g h t i n g for a s i m i l a r goal as ours .
We also f e l t i t impor tan t to i n v i t e
men of s i m i l a r t h i n k i n g for our
m e e t i n g s and a c t i v i t i e s , since, if we
want to bu i ld up a new system wf
new values and notions, it is some-
t h i n g concerning the who le of
society - ie. men as well-

VICT\r*S OF VELVETITURAI

ARMY ATTACKS
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CURRENT...
I.II.84» Two boys were killed by the army at

Urumpurai. It is understood that

they belonged to the militant group

TKLA

On the same day Muslim, students

studying at the Jaffna campus were

threatened by the military who sus-

pected them of beirwr terrorists as

they participated in the hartal to

mourn the killing: of the Indian

Premier Indira Gandhi

•8̂  On the same day students at a boys

hostel at Wasawillan were tortured

by the military for participating in

the hartal called to mourn the mur-

der of the Indian Prime Minister

Indira tiandhi.

2.11,84: A military truck was damaged when it

hit a land mine at Velalai, In reta-

liation the military burned down 36

houaea and indiscriminately opened

fir* on the civilian population. One

person was burnt alive and a cyclist

was shot dead.

Prior to setting the houses on fire

the army personnel systematically

looted the homes of all valuables

like radio sets, jewelery and other

articles.

Livestock belonging to the people

too Were burnt by the rampaging

soldiers.
More than 500 persons have been made

destitute as a result of the army

2.II.84; Three yauth were shot dead by the army

Military personnel travelling on the

Jaffna—Colombo train opened fire

fron the passing train at civilians

at Punkunkulam. One person namsd

Shanthan from Chankani was killed as a

result and a number of others were

injured.

at Punalaikaduwa.
Onthe saire day at Nellinddy one man

was shet dead by the military.

At Mullaitivu a youth named Nathan was

killed by the military who late?: claim

ed that he was killed in a raid at a m

military camp.

Revolutionaries...
jf,ou^c. Even a baby would have

Ja l i sed that it was a put-up job
w i t h the compliance of the a rmed
forces and the i r e r s twhi le t rainers ,
the Mossad, who are past masters at
s i m i l a r campaigns.

The master-stroke of EPRLF
however was its a t tempt to embroi l
the government of India and the
state of Tamil Nadu in that ch i ld ish
act ion and prove Jayawardene's false
c l a i m s that India is act ively help-
ing the mili tant Tamil groups. In
fact, nothing could be fur ther from
the t ru th .

Even at that t ime, PLOT pointed
out the weak strategy involved and
did not condemn the act of kidnap.
Nei ther do we do so today, but we
would be fa i l ing in our duty if we
do notclearlyexpose to the ordinary
members of the Front whom their
actions help and into whose hands
they are playing.

"Failures", the Engl i sh proverb
says "...are the p i l l a r s of success".
U n f o r t u n a t e l y in t h e case of EPRLF
f a i l u r e s appear to he successive
p i l l a r s . Fo l lowing on from the i r
k i d n a p fiasco EPRLF exposed to the
Sri Lankan government a host of
v i t a l i n f o r m a t i o n through an inter-
v i ew regarding the liberation
groups, t he i r points of operation
and God knows what not. But the
most cur ious action was another
attempt to embroil the government
of India th rough another false
claim. This time an outrageous
c la im was made regarding Voice 'of
Tamileelam (VOTE). According to
EPRLF, the government of India
confiscated the transmitter belong-
ing to PLOT. Why this l ie? The"
EPRLF leadership is well aware
that VOTE operates f rom well
w i t h i n Sri Lanka and Thami.reelam.
The programme was temporarily
halted due to the need for over-
hauling of equipment.

Was the insinuation that once_
VOTE recommenced broadcasting"

that the government of India had
permitted the broadcast ? ? ?

PLOT takes this opportunity to
reassure EPRLF that while they are
busy je t t ing around the world
mouthing high-sounding nothings
on first-class air t ickets provided
byChandrahasan through his mas-
ters in the CIA, the comrades of
VOTE are involved in the dange-
rous job of broadcasting from
within in Lanka and Thamileelam.

PLOT also calls on EPRLF to
recognise the positive role played by
the TELA in the liberation struggle.
We remind EPRLF that whi le they
prattle on in climes abroad, TELA
is active in Thamileelam.

Final ly PLOT calls on EPRLF to
take serious note of the points raised
in our rejoinder, calls on it to break
its l i n k s with the agents of imperia-
lism as personif ied in S. C. Chanra-
hasan and join with the forces of
of liberatioi and those involved in
the struggle to overthrow the racist
regime of Jayawardene inThamilee-
lam.
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CURRENT...
.II.lB^i Killinochchi was declared a Security

Zone.

At a village of Edeikaddu in the Atchu

vely a bomb blast injured a number of

soldiers. Shortly thereafter the mi-

litary returned in for^.e and began in-

discriminately firing at the civilian

population.

Dhe military then began looting the

houses after they had collected

all valuables such as televisions, ra-

dio sets, jcwelery etc. they began

setting fire to the nauses. Thirty

houses were set on fire and destroyed.

One person died as a result of the

shooting and a teacher b named A.

Fnicnrloc fif Tho the adjoining canefield which could
CplSOdeb VI I I I C . . . be reached by simply crossing a
to an attack of asthma that had path. The surprise attack plus the
bothered me throughout our ocean heavy gunfire had been too much for
voyage and I did not want to be us. Almedia ran back to take charge
held responsible for the loss of a of his group. A comrade dropped

T i-~.^i«rompmher " ~ : * : — " f "u fppt and
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Velapillai was burnt alive. An un-

known number of persons were injured.

The coastal town of nadagal in the

northern province was shelled by

navy gunships for nearly two hours

between 7.00 P.m. and 9.00 p.m.

The population who ran out of their

hones in fear of their lives were

forced to spend the night crouching

amidst the paddy f i eTAs in the
During the course of the week commands

of the LTTK came into confrontation

with A group of soldiers. After a

skirmish the soldiers were forced to

retreat with heavy Tosses.

canefield and disappeared from
view. He was murdered by
Batista's henchmen sometime later.
Perhaps this was the first t ime
I v/as faced with the dilemma
of choosing between my devotion to

voyage and l.f*"?™^ of MsToup. A comrade dropped ^^TnT^nd my d'^ty ls"a r^oluti-
held responsible for the 1°"̂  * box of ammunition at ray feet ana The ^
good weapon I can h a r d y remember when ! reprimanded him for h.s y& ck fu,, of medicine

what followed the initial burst 01 he looked t me with an ammunition. I couldn't
gunfire. Almeida approached us ion of anguish and muttered both of them; they

^*%«?^™«£Z™<\e Sere toe —
^vj^>> ju ic ^anj L.WHI vi ...wxu, ,— ,j

were too heavy. I picked up the box
of ammunit ion, leavingthe medicine,

-lam \ 9R, C. N. K. Road, Madras-600 Oft, lam, A. . - ,
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