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“TIGERS” ACCUSE RAW AND CIA

From Mohan Ram - NEW DELHI

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam(LTTE) has
charged India with splitting Sri Lanka's militant movement to
intervene militarily for securing its diplomatic ends.

It has also alleged a nexus between some high offi-
cers of India's Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) and the
American Central intelligence Agency(CIA).

“India and Eelam Tamil crisis” a document of the
political commitee of the LTIE is primarily an appeal to the
tamil people. It makes startling disclosures about India's
role in arming and training the Tami groups and its objectives
in Sri Lanka.

mong the revelati re;

[ Indira Gandhi entrusted the task of imparting mili-
tary training of India - based Tamil militant groups (after the
unruly 1983 racial holocaust in the island) to the RAW.

o Some of the RAW officers acted independent of the
Indian Government and widened the gap between various
militant groups and prevented the formation of a disci-
plined national liberation movement of the Tamils. The mili-
tant groups were rendered totally dependent on India and
reduced to a slave army of the Indian Government.

¢ An inconsequential group of six exiles the Tamil Eelam
Liberation Organisation(TELO) and later the Eelam People's
Revolutionery Liberation Front(EPRLF) and the Eelam
Revolutionery Organisation of Students(EROS) were deliber-
ately built up through the training programme as a coun-
terweight to the LTTE wich was the only disciplined group
active in the tamil areas in Sri Lanka.
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¢ The LTTE was worried about the growing military
strength of these misguided groups’ and the possibility of
being destroyed by them. Hence when approached by
Indiq, the LTTE agreed to the offer of ‘limited military fraining’
(by RAW).

¢ Unlike the other group, the LTTE got only limited help,
but setup military camps on its own initiative (obviously on
Indian soil) and enhanced its military strength. Without
depending on India, the LTTE got substantial arms from its
own sources, thus rising to become a formidable force to
face the challenge of the RAW.

% When the TELO launched attacks on its cadre the
LTTE retaliated and decimated the group. The RAW was dis-
apointed about this and the conflict between the RAW and
LTTE became acute.

The document says the RAW constituted an impor-
tant part of the Indian Government and reflected its foreign
policy. It functioned directly under the Prime Minister and
was an effective arm of the Indion Government.'Therefore,
we have to interpret the actions of the RAW as that of the
Indian political leadership’.

It says some high RAW officials acted independent-
ly of the Indian Government and afew even played into the
hand of the CIA.

Unnikrishnan, a RAW official now in prison and
charged with acting as an agent of the CIA was responsi-
ble for co-ordinating acttivities of various Tamil groups. But
this official was passing on vital information to Sri Lanka
(such as the type of training and ams given to various
groups, their relrlive strength and fheir strategic plans).
Based on this information, Sri Lanka planned its aftacks
against the LTTE.
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The conclusions drawn by the LITE are as
significant as the revelations.

« Though it wanted to strengthen its association with
India and be its royalty India regarded the LTTE antinational
and had decided to eliminate it.

o India opposed even the minimum demands of the
Tamils and did not want Sri Lanka's ethnic conflici trans-
formed into a national liberation struggle and therefor pro-
moted other militant groups against the LTTE.

< After Sri Lanka clamped an economic blockad on
the Tamil areas and stepped up military operations, India
dragged its feet on LTTE’s request for arms and ammunition,
saying it was being considered.

Unnikrishnan informed Sri Lanka that about the LTIE
was facing an ammunition shortage and this helped Sri
Lankan strategy for an onslaught on Jaffna. India supplied
arms and ammunition to ‘misguided’ groups which were
idling in Tamil Nadu.

¢ Meanwhile, India also threatened Sri Lanka it would
supply modern weapons, including anti-aircraft guns, to the
LTTE to defeat the Govenment forces. This persuaded presi-
dent J.R. Jayawardene to enter the July 1987 agreement
with India.

< The accord did not meet Tamil aspirations but only
advanced India’s commercial political and other interests.

The document ends with a promise to the Tamil peo-
ple that the LTTE will continue to fight for truth and justice in
which no great power can ever conquer the people who
are honest, firm and deeply committed to their cause.

The Indian Post - Bombay THE ISLAND 6 - 4 - 88
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