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Deputy Defence Minister Anuruddha
Ratwatte underlined the government's
beoyant mood over the success of
‘operation Jaya Sikuru' when he publicly
said that the Tigers were nothing but
jackals now.

Addressing a news briefing at the
Ministry of Irrigation, Power and Energy,
General Ratwatte is reported to have said
that heroic forces will Liberate the Tamil
people of the North from the clutches of

terrorists whom I now call Jackals and °

not Tigers anymore.
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"Driving a stake in to the Tigers heart"
"Forces put LTTE on the run"

"Tigers are loosing the war"
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"3000 coffins have been readied by the LTTE"

"Operation 'Jaya sikuru’ promised to deliver the
coup de graoe"

"Operation "Jaya sikuru" to flush Tigers out of
Vanni"
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But unknown to them, from his hideout
somewhere in the jungles of nedunkerny. LTTE
leader, Veluppillai Prabhakaran, was busy
making other plans that were to delay the line-
up. He ordered his confidant Karuna (the

Batticaloa military wing leader) to launch a
counter offensive.

That Monday whilst 'Jaya Sikuru' troops were
taking a well earned rest. Karuna and his men
trekked through the jungles and pathways (west
of the Vavuniya- Jaffna highway) towards
Thandikulam. The move of some 600 heavily
armed LTTE cadres, both young men and
women who towed artillery guns, took even the
intelligence community by total surprise. The
arsenal that moved with them included Rocket
Propelled Grenades, their improvised Arul
Grenades, Machine Guns and double cabs
mounted with Fifty Calibre guns.

As night fell on monday, men at the 55 division
Head quarters at Thandikulam, mostly from
Artillery, signals corps and a few from military
Inteligence, sat down for a hot meal. Radio
traffic on the communication sets at the
Division Headquarters were mostly routine and
less-tense since the troops in the battle field
were resting.

When the night grew, in marked contrast to the
burst of shell and crackle of gun fire that
rendered the air when 'Operation Jaya Sikuru’
began, there was unusual calm not only in
Thandikulam but also in Vavuniya. Hours
ticked by and Tuesday dawned.

Around 2.10 am, loud explosions rendered the
air Artillery Shells began to rain on Vavuniya
town and its environs. Some landed on the Sri
Lanka Air Force Base whilst others fell at the
adjoining Headquaters of Task Force........
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