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ABOUT THE CONFERENCE

The conference is aimed at addressing the immediate
and future energy requwements and to consider alterna-
: i tive sources of energy, rele-
- vant technology and energy
economics pertaining to the
development objectives and
programmes of Tamil Eelam.
®°It is expected that the topics

- : will be considered both from
socio-political and technical /economic viewpoints.

PRESENT BACKGROUND AND IMMEDIATE ENERGY
SCENARIO:

The post October 1995 onslaught on the Tamil civilian
people, by overwhelming Government military forces
equipped with modern weaponry has also resulted in a
diabolical and systematic destruction of the economic
and social infrastructure of their homelands in the
Northern and the Eastern provinces of Sri Lanka.

The energy requirements in the first place will be deter-
mined more by the element of energy input that is con-
sidered necessary to meet the urgent and primary eco-
nomic demands of a devastated society to rebuild roads,
houses, schools, hospitals etc., as well as for rudimenta-
ry domestic and public lighting and transportation; and to
regenerate low-tech labour intensive industry.

THE FUTURE PROSPECTS:

Following a political settlement, the energy growth func-

tion of Tamil Eelam in the further stages of its develop-
ment will have to take
proper account of both the
opportunities presented
as well as the constraints
on economic growth that
result from having to make
hard. choices from com-

’*\ peting social and econom-

|c policy options.

L N "‘ "’
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Imperial_ Collelge {university of London)
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