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Satchithanandan Sathananthan comments from Colombo on the dynamics of

Broker Politics

Most Tamil political
parties in Colombo
arebusy cobblingtogether their

respective electoral platforms
in this election year .

Some are engaged in “consulta-
tions™ allegedly to evolve a com-
mon Tamil position... (The famil-
iar) question is: Which of the ma-
jor Sinhalese parties should the
Tamil parties support? And on what
terms must such support be ex-
tended?

The two major Sinhalese par-
ties, the United National Party
(UNP) and the Sri Lanka Frcecdom
Party (SLFP), are wooing Tamil

Mrs Kumaratunga offered nothing
new. She merely repeated the fol-
lowing platitudes:

1. A political solution to the
Tamil problem could be achieved
based on a form of decentralisation
of authority which includes an in-
stitutional mechanism for centre-
region interaction. Translated into
simple language, she prefers to
reduce the political autonomy of
regional administration in Tamil
areas and increase the powers of
the centre in order to minimise
centre-region friction.

2. Such a political solution must
apply equally to all parts of the
country. In other words, she in-

4. Tamils in the NEP are virtu-
ally exhausted and wish an end to
contlict.In other words, she draws
comfort from the mistaken belief
that counter-insurgency tech-
niques of collective punishment,
have weakened the resolve of
Tamils.

hese banal observations are

being widely quoted by
many Tamil partics in Colombo as
indicative of a new vision of ethnic
reconciliation emerging within the
SLFP; and as justification for Tamil
support for the SLFP.

She spoke mysteriously of a pro-
posal that is being evolved within
the SLFP to solve the Tamil prob-

"a cynical betrayal of the Tamil national stuggle

and Muslim parties. Early indica-
tions are that the Ceylon Workers
Congress (CWC) will support the
UNP. The recent insensitive re-
marks made by the President about
the Tamil problem (Tamils and
Muslims are “vines” upon the Sin-
halese “tree”, etc.) have estranged
most Tamils parties from his rul-
ing UNP. The Tamil United Liber-
ation Front (TULF), Eelam Peo-
plesRevolutionary Liberation Front
(EPRLF) and the Peoples Libera-
tion Organisation of Tamil Eelam
(PLOTE) now seem to favour the
SLFP. The All Ceylon Tamil Con-
gress (ACTC) will support neither
the UNP nor the SLFP. The posi-
tion of other Tamil parties is un-
clear.

he Virakesari (29 May

1994) reported that two
prominent Sinhalese intcllectuals
are engaged in brokering an alli-
ance between the SLFP and the
TULF and EPRLF. ...(It is reported
that) the TULF and EPRLF be-
lieve that Mrs Chandrika Kumara-
tunga “will stand firm” in resolv-
ing the Tamil problem and - that
she is “unlike any other Sinhalese
leader in the past or present”. A
member of the TULF flatly assert-
ed that she is “the best bet for
Tamils” (Island, 29 May 1994).
Informal soundings revealed that
some in the TULF are virtually
gushing over an alleged “under-
standing” reached between the
TULF and Mrs Kumaratunga.

What is the basis of (this) opti-
mism? In her intcrvicw published
in the Virakesari (1 May 1994)

—_——

'Networking to secure international recoqnition of Tamils’ ri

tends to ignore the national ques-
tion in the tradition of Sinhalese
politics.

3. The intransigence of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) is the only obstacle to a
negotiated peace. That is, under
her leadership a future SLFP
Government will pursue a mili-
tary solution against Tamils in
the North-East Province (NEP).
Moreover, she has implicitly set
up the LTTEasaconvenientscape-
goat for her future inability or
unwillingness to achieve a political
solution to the Tamil problem.

lem. This proposal is to be incorpo-
rated in the SLFP election mani-
festo. She failed to say that SLFP
party policy will be changed to
reflect the so called new proposals.
So the SLFP will not be bound by
them... If the assertions of Mrs
Kumaratunga are to be taken seri-
ously by Tamils she must firstly
begin a nation-wide campaign of
perception building among Sin-
halese to make a federal system of
government acceptable to them.
Secondly she must lobby within
the SLFP to incorporate the funda-

continued on page 2

“We launched our struggle for self
determination and political independ-
ence because of the systematic oppres-
our people by the Sri Lankan

.sion of
state...”

- Velupillai Pirabakaran,
Leader of the Liberation Tigers

'When able appear unable”,

orc than twenty three centuries have passed since
- Sun Tzu wrote the Art of Strategy, one of the
. world’s earliest military treatises. He wrote: “A true
. victory can be won only with a strategy of tactical
. positioning, so that the moment of triumph is effort-
less...”” The strategy follows adirect path that escalates until
victory is assured. From analysis and projection, through
planning and positioning, and on to confrontation Sun Tzu
explains such techniques as the use of camouflage, the
creation of illusion and the gathering of intelligence. Tac-
tical paradox is the ability to project to the opponent a
contradictory view of one’s position or plan. Sun Tzu
believed that this was fundamental to a clever strategy.
“Thus when able, they appear unable.
When employed they appear useless.
When close, they appear distant.
When distant, they appear close.
They lure through advantages,
And take control through confusion.
When angry, they appear to submit.
When proud, they appear to be humble.
When comfortable, they appear to toil.
When attached they appear separated.
They attack when the opponent is unprepared.
And appear where least expected.
This is the Strategist’s way of triumph.
It must not be discussed beforehand.

Superior leaders spend their time and effort beforehand,
calculating, estimating, analysing and positioning. Sun
Tzu pointed out: “Skilful strategists put themselves be-
yond attack by becoming invisible, scamless, without
error. At the sametime they gatherintelligence and analyse
it in light of their objectives. They move in the same
direction asthe larger trends in their world, so that they
can harness the timeliness of that momentum. Then
they wait for their opponent to move, for well posi-
tioned Strategists are led to triumph through the
actions of their opponents.”
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That Resolution of the Eropean Poriament!

hristine Oddy, MEP,

Midlands Central, U.K.
commenting on the recent res-
olution of the European Parlia-
ment on the Sri Lanka situa-
tion said: ‘Subsequent to my
visitto Sri Lanka and writingmy
report, the Committec on For-
eign Affairs and Securily pre-
sentcd a report on Sri Lanka
writtcn by Mr.Jas Gawronski
pursuant to resolution by
Mrs.Pollack, Mr.Saby and
Mr.Stevenson. Itisunfortunate
that the report was rushed the
Parliamentary procedure and
was originally tabled for vote
without a debate. It was only by

the pressure of twenty three sig-
natures of MEPs (including my
own) at the 1ast minute that ena-
bled a debate to be held on a
Friday morning when most
MEPs had already left Stras-
bourg for their constituencies.
It is also unfortunate that the
Committee on Foreign Affairs
and Security did not refer the
report to the South Asia Delega-
tion for an opinion. The report
is somewhat flawed because it
lacks a balanced approach. A
more thorough examination
could have removed the lack of
balance from the rcport and in-
scrted a more critical analysis of
the Government’s record.’

In her report made after a visit
to Sri Lanka in November 1993,
Ms.Christine Oddy declared: “At
the time of the visit, Sri Lanka was
still not a signatory to the UN Con-
vention on Torture. Although Sri
Lanka has subsequently signed the
Convention, it is important to en-
sure that the Convention is proper-
ly observed and in particular train-
ing is given on a systematic basis to
the police force on the moral im-
perative against torture. During the
visit, the practice of torture was
widely acknowledged. Further,
there are no minimum conditions
for the prisoners in detention and
pcople spoke of ‘standing room
only’ in some police cells... It can
only be assumed that the quality of

HOIPH CHFUI DOUGTF GFi6)IQH6N

hygiene in the detention camps is
appallingly low and there urgently
needs some form of established
binding minimum standards for
the welfare of detainees. It is unfor-
tunate that during the visit the Par-
liamentary Committee had failed
to produce any workable proposals
for an end to the civil war and that
the new President was treating the
conflict solcly as a terrorist prob-
lem with no ethinic problem. This
gives littlc hope for a negotiated
unlcss some major is made to find
apcacable solution.” Amongst the
recommendations that Christine
Oddy made was that ‘Tamils in
Colombo should not be victimise
and subjected to multi arrests
and dctentions.’

t to sclf determmntlon
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Broker Politics

continued from page 1

mental concepts and principles of
the new proposals into the official’
party policy. She has done neither
although similar inclusion was ef-
fected for example wilh respect to
economic issues. Until she engag-
es in concrete actions along these
lines any positive comment on the
‘Tamil problem’ must be taken
mercly as political posturing in an
election year which carries no
meaning beyond the day on which
clections are held.

hen why has Mrs. Kumara

tunga become the new po-
litical messiah of most Tamil par-
ties in Colombo? Are these parties
naively placing faith in election
promises? Itis instructive to exam-
ine the rolcs played by TULF and
EPRLF which are representative
of this trend.

The approach of TULF and
EPRLF is only superficially na-

ive. It is in fact a time worm strat-
egy which the TULF and later
EPRLF inherited from the Federal
Party (FP). In the mid-1 950s the
FP politicians presented themselves
as political brokers to the Tamil
people in the then Northern and
Eastern Provinces...

ut FP’s broker politics

lacked conviction. Because
if the other, Sinhalese side refused
to listen, then what is the use of a
broker? In fact many Tamils had
criticised FP’s broker politics as a
farce because neither the UNP nor
the SLFP was in any mood to ac-
commodate Tamil demands. In-
deed the policies of the two partics
catered to Sinhalese nationalism.
They are simply Sinhalese par-
ties which dismiss negotiations
as “appeasement”, which cata-
lysed the emergence and growth
of armed Tamil militant strug-
gle. In fact there was no UNP or
SLFP leader who was ready to
change party policy to consider
Tamil demands.

So to make their broker politics
credible in the eyes of Tamils, FP
conjured up a fictitious receptive-
ness tonegotiationsin selected per-
sonalities. In each case the FP de-
scribed the Sinhalese leader as “dif-
ferent”, that he or she was willing
and able to negotiate with the FP.

The first aspect of FP’s strategy
was the absence of mass political
mobilisation of Tamils (except for
token gestures like satyagraha, pro-
test fasts, etc) in the Northern and
Eastern Provinces, FPavoided mass
mobilisation because it inevitably
would release new political forces
and throw up new leaders in those
provinces who in time would chal-
lenge the leadership of FP. This
was especially dangerous for FP
because its politicians came essen-
tially from Tamils in Colombo.
The second aspect isthe emphasis
on individual Sinhalese leaders,
instead of their respective govern-
ments or even parties. The FP al-
leged that Sinhalese leaders as in-
dividuals were somehow above
party politics. It claimed that their
“solemn assurances” given verbal-
ly to solve the Tamil problem were
reliable. This implied the third as-
pect: such Sinhalese leaders would
in due course elevate “talks” to
the level of official negotiations
between the Government and the
FP. Options, if any, open to the FP
if Sinhalese leaders refused to do
so was left unsaid.

I'n each instance, Sinhalese
eaders went through the
motions of holding “talks” in their
individual capacity. This was con-
venient for all concerned. The FP
could defend broker politics as a
viable strategy. Sinhalese leaders
could engage in personal aggran-
disement as peace makers and also
legitimately woo Tamil voters out-
side the Northern and the Eastern
Provinces. At the same time the
policy of the UNP and the SLFP on
the Tamil problem was left undis-
turbed and none of the Sinhalese
leaders formalised the “talks” by
commencing official negotiations;
both of which satisfied the all im-
portant party rank and file.

The Tamils who voted for the
FP in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces and for the UNP or SLFP
outsidc these arcas were the only

HI0pSH BCHHAW DEIWIF FH6)IQH6IT

losers. And the ‘Tamil problem’
remained unresolved.

When each Sinhalese leader
routinely failed to deliver on so
called “assurances”, FP politi-
ciansroutinely shed copioustears
and protested that one or the
other Sinhalese leader had vio-
lated their “trust”..In every in-
stance the Tamil parties were polit-
ically too weak even to induce offi-
cial negotiations at Government lev-
el, let alone grapple with the larger
task of securing the rights of Tamils.

amil parties failed because
broker politics was flawed
in a fundamental sense. By avoid-
ing mass mobilisation Tamil par-
ties forfeited political power. Con-
trary to Liberal mythology, in the

“It is simply non-
sense to allege that
(these Tamil politi-
cal partiesin Colom-
bo) can even induce
the present or future
Government to begin
official negotiations.
They merely serve as
window dressing for
the insincers exercise
of "exploring politi-
cal solutions™ con-
ducted by the Gov-
ernment for the twin
purposes of legitimiz-
ing the military cam-
paign in the NEP and
hoodwinking the in-
ternational communi-
ty that it is seeking a
political solution te
the ‘Tamil problem.'’

real world questions of political
power are decided on the street.
Tamil parties did not draw Tamil
people out on the streets and there-
fore lacked street power, which is
the foundation of real political pow-
er.... it is a fact that Mr.S.Tho-
ndaman and Mr.V.Pirabakaran
are the only Tamil leaders who
enjoy political power because
both have street power. In con-
trast by avoiding mass mobilisa-
tion Tamil politicians sacrificed
political power which alone would
ensure that they negotiated from
aposition of strength. Power con-
ceds nothing without a demand
and those who lack political pow-
er cannot demand; they can only
appeal. Not surprisingly, the FP
then and the TULF and EPRLF
now have proved incapable of
forcing negotiations at govern-
ment level.

litical impotence has re

duced Tamil parties to
merely appealing to Sinhalese
leaders.Naturally neither the UNP
nor the SLFP has taken the grovel-
ling Tamil politicians seriously.

oday the TULF and EPRLF

would like Tamils to be-
licve that their organizations have
reached an "understanding” with
Mrs Kumaratunga. She is being
projected as "new and improved".
““New’’ because she is the new
generation. "Improved” because
SLFP acquired a liberal sheen after
a few Sinhalese intcllectuals began
working with the party recently.
All of which made a Tamil aca-
demic in Colombo speak breath-
lessly of a "new dispensation under
future SLFP rule.

But the TULF and EPRLF are
merely resurrecting broker politics
through the so-called "understand-
ing"... This is a desperate attempt
to keep afloat sinking political for-
tunes; to manufacture a political
role forthemselvesasbrokers where
no scope for such role exists be-
cause the so-called ‘‘understand-
ing" is with Mrs Kumaratunga in
her individual capacity. Like other
Sinhalese leaders before her she
also has not attempted to change
the policies of her party. Any asser-
tion by Tamil parties that she could
impose a change within the first
nine months of an SLFP election
victory by voluntarily initiating
(presumably through sheer altru-
ism) official negotiations at Gov-
emmental with Tamil parties is
self-serving political mythology.

Ms. Kumaratunga has be
un playing peace maker.
Sheis actively wooing Tamilswith-
out compromising the SLFP. But
after the elections SLFP policies on
the “Tamil problem’ will remain
the same and the ‘Tamil problem’
will continue to fester. The Sin-
halese intellectuals who work with
her party will have to either with-
draw their support or become apol-
ogists for its anti -Tamil policies.
When the "understanding” is for-
gotten by the SLFP, the TULF and
EPRLF will ritually beat their
breasts, cry "foul"” and protest that
their trust was betrayed. But before
the bankruptcy of broker politics is
revealed again, the two parties hope
to have persuaded sufficient
number of Tamils to vote for them.

The deep intransigence of Sin-
halese lcaders, who have repeated-
ly refused to initiate official nego-
tiations between their respective
Governments and Tamil parties,
was dramatically exposed by the
growing militant struggle in the
NEP in the 1980s. It also under-
lined the irrelevance of Tamil bro-
ker politics.

M:re importantly, Tamils
re unlikely to forget the
controversial actions of EPRLF and
its associated parties under the pro-
tective umbrella of the military ad-
ministration of the Indian Peace
Keeping Force IPKF in the NEP.
Indeed the fact that most EPRLF
members fled to India with he re-
turning IPKF in 1990 is a damning
indictment of their role. The cred-
ibility of thesc parties and their
broker politics is so abysmally low
that votes had to be gathered for
them in the 1989 Parliamentary
elections held under IPKF admin-
istration

The broker politics of most
Tamil parties in Colombo and par-
ticularly of the TULF and EPRLF
are clearly bankrupt. The present
as well as a future Government will

avoid negotiations with the LTTE
and continue to seek a military
solution in the NEP. But these
Tamil parties, having abandoned
militant struggle, lack political
power to force the Government to
commence official negotiations
with them. They have little choice

_but to "talk about possible talks" in

Colombo in order to justify their
existence and ensure their liveli-
hood.

n the process they have in

ffect provided ammunition

for anti-Tamil propaganda by Sin-
halese dominated Governments.
Successive Governments have ex-
ploited the eagerness of Tamil par-
ties to conjure up illusions of 'ne-
gotiations" in order to claim falsely
that a majority of Tamils disagree
with the ongoing Tamil national
struggle in the NEP. Their aim is to
marginalise the LTTE as a minor-
ity of "terrorists” and to discredit
Tamil resistance as "violence".
Tamil parties in Colombo surely
cannot claim ignorance of Govern-
ment strategy, of the damage they
continue to inflict the Tamil na-
tional struggle through their op-
portunistic search for political sur-
vival through the chimeraof ‘talks’.

.... Genuine negotiations at the
official institutional level dircctly
between the Government and the
Tamil parties and organisations
took place only once during the
entire post independence period of
46 years,at the abortive 1985 Thim-
pu talks. Even that was flawed: it
took place under diplomatic pres-
sure from India.. Tamil parties in
Colombo must accept primary re-
sponsibility for helping to mask
Sinhalese intransigence by foist-
ing the political deception of ‘talks’
at the expense of a generation of
Tamils. They owe the Tamils an
explanation.

The persistence with which
Tamil politicians repeatedly
"trusted" Sinhalese leaders isnot
an accident. It is an intrinsic ,
component of broker politics
which served Tamil politicians to
pretend injured innocence. But
it also revealed ignorance of an
elementary principle of politics:
that politics is decided not by
trust but by interests.

he tragic history of broker

politics demonstrates the
political impotence of Tamil par-
ties. It showsconclusively that they
lack the power to force the Govern-
ment to negotiate. Today these par-
ties are at their weakest politically.
They are no longer a credible polit-
ical force. Therefore, it is simply
nonsense to allege that they can
even induce the present or future
Government to begin official ne-
gotiations. They merely serve as
window dressing for the insincere
exercise of "exploring political so-
Iutions” conducted by the Govern-
ment for the twin purposes of legit-
imizing the military campaign in
the NEP and hoodwinking the in-
ternational community that it is
seeking a political solution to the
‘Tamil problem.’

All of the above amounts to
a cynical betrayal of the Tamil
national struggle by most Tamil
parties in Colornbe. It is a be-
trayal for which no explana-
tion is sufficient.(Courtesy Lan-
ka Guardian, June 15 1994)
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Viduthalai Puligal on Mr.Dixit's Pronouncements

Itisnow four years since the
Indian Forces quit the soil of
Tamil Eelam; the last Indian
seapoy embarked from Trin-
comalee on 24 March 1990.

Following the accord between
the Indian and Sinhala govern-
ments on 29 July 1987, the Indian
Forces made their entry inte Tamil
Eelam without the permission of
the people of Tamil Eclam. It is
now a matter of record that the
Government of India broke off po-
litical and diplomatic relations with
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam after hostilities broke out
between its forces and the Tigers
(in October 1987).

Everybody knows that the chief
architect of the Indo Sri Lanka
Accord, which was the root cause
leading to this rupture was
Mr.Dixit.

Mr.Dixit’s gun boat diploma-
cy, hismyopic, emotionally tinged
political outlook and his obses-
sion with India’s interests even-
tually led to the outbreak of war.
More than 8,000 citizens of Tamil
Eelam were killed as a conse-

and its slighting of the Liberation
Tigers. The person who was main-
ly responsible for India commit-
ting these egregious blunders was
none other than Mr.Dixit. Almost
seven years later this very same
gentleman seems to have seen the

ple’s Leader.Though Mr.Dixit is
no longer in the Indian Foreign
Service, and hence his views can-
not be considered to be the offi-
cial standpoint of the Indian gov-
ernment, they certainly need to
be carefully studied. Especially

If Mr.Dixit’s change of views about the Eelam Tamils’ struggle for
self determination is reflected in Indian diplomatic circles, then it
can help to repair the impaired links between India and the Tigers

quence of this war. Tamil Eelam
has suffered irretrievable losses
of rare invaluables. The Indian
government apart from losing
more than a thousand of its troops,
had to pull back its forces with its
reputation tarnished.The chief
cause of the debacle that India suf-
fered on Tamil Eelam soil was its
failure to take cognizance of the
political realities of Tamil Eelam

light and begun to understand
something of the political realities
of Tamil Eelam.

A recent article by Mr.Dixit in
the ‘Hindu’ gives us a glimpse of
Mr.Dixit’s new outlook. In this
article Mr.Dixit accepts that the
Liberation Tigers are the pivotal
force in the politics of Tamil Eelam
and that Mr.Pirabakaran is the peo-

as Mr.Dixit’s views appeared in
the Hindu which also played a
key role in the formulation of the
Indo Sri Lanka Accord.

If Mr.Dixit’s change of views
about the Eclam Tamils’ struggle
for self determination is reflected
in Indian diplomatic circles, then
it can help to repair the impaired
links between India and the Tigers.

However, Mr.Dixit’s changed
views remain somewhat circum-
scribed; he specifies that the polit-
ical problem faced by Eclam Tamils
should be solved within the frame-
work of a unitary Sri Lanka as that
would best suit India’s interests.

India’s policy makers fear that
the Eelam Tamils’ struggle for self
determinationand its ultimate vic-
tory will pose a grave danger to
India’s interests and its unity. It is
this long standing fear that has led
to India adopting this political
stance. When Bangladesh attempt-
ed to secede from Pakistan this
same bogey was raised by some
Indian nationalists. They argued
that the secession of Bangladesh
would unleash separatist forces in
West Bengal. What happened
ultimately?(Courtesy: Viduthalai
Puligal, Tamil Eelam)

‘Fishy' business

The Colombo based Virakesa-
ri reported in May that the Police
Force has intensified their securi-
ty patrol in the Amparai District
follwing the recent withdrawal of
the Special Task Force for rede-
ployment in the North. On 25
April, the Sri Lanka Police halted
a bus proceeding from Kalaru to
Kalmunai. At Thalavettuvan junc-
tion they asked a woman carrying a
basket of fish to get out. They then
ordered her to cut open the stom-
achs of over 50 fish which she was
hoping to sell in Kalmunai. They
suspected that there were bombs
inside the guts of the fish!

Sinhala attack on
Muslim fishermen

Following an assault on one
Sinhalese fisherman on 10 may
in Puttalam, Sinhala fishermen
in the area went on a rampage,
setting fire and destroying 45 fish-
ing boats, over 100 outboard mo-
tors, several fishing nets and 28
fishermen huts - all belonging to
Muslim fishermen

6.A. tours LTTE
controlled areas

In the last week of April, the
Government Agent of Vavuniya
toured the arcas undcr the control
of the LTTE in this District. His
circuit around Omanthai, Ncdun-
kerni, Puliyankulam, Mankulam,
Kanakarayan Kulam and Killin-
ochchi was to study the situation
of the people there. He also held
discussions with LTTE represent-
atives in these areas.

S.Dhushyanthan, the political
organiser of the quisling Tamil
group EPDP in Trincomalce, has
writlen to President
D.B.Wijctunga complaining
about the appointment of person-
ncl as Grama Scvakayas in Trin-
comalee. His grousc was that
though a Mr.Rajaratnam obtaincd
155 marks in thc March cxami-
nation for the scicction of Grama-

sevakayas, many who got lower
marks have been appointed, but
not Mr.Rajaratnam. Itis notknown
whether Sinhala President
D.B.Wijetunga bothered to reply.

Kopay bombed

The Colombo based Tamil daily
reported on 29 May 1994 that he
Sri Lankan Air Force bombed Ko-
pay North on the morning of 22
May, killing three civilians and
destroying seven houses

Attack on lyakachchi

According to a report from the
Sri Lanka Security Forces, a col-
umn of Sri Lankan soldiers at Iya-
kachchi were attacked by the Lib-
eration Tigers on 28 May. Two
soldiers were killed and six re-
ceived injuries, Two of the injured

for entry to courses. In order to
provide opportunities for every one
who wished to attend, the courses
were conducted in the evenings, at
week ends and during holidays.In
1993, over 3500 attended the var-
ious courses which included horti-
culture, photography, village wel-
fare, and farming. Several addi-
tional courses such as music appre-
ciation, practical mechanical engi-
neering, animal husbandry, poultry
keeping, basic English, dress mak-
ing and physical fitness were added
to the curriculum in 1994.

Food vessels carry
Sinhala troops

It is reported that ships, sup-
posed to transport food supplies to

DUNF to support
Stimavo

The Sirimani Athulathmudali
faction of DUNF has agreed to
support Mrs.Srimavo Bandara-
naike, the Peoples Alliance candi-
date at the Presidential elections. It
is reported this follows a discus-
sion between the Chicf Minister of
Western Province, Ms.Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaranatunga and
Mrs. Sirimani Athulathmudali

Appoint Commission
into father's death
says daughter

Mrs. Dulanjali Jayakody, the late
President Premadasa’s daughter,
has called on President D.B.—Wi-

JVews Yy/atch by Guerilla

are said to be in a critical condi-
tion.

Medicine in short
supply

The Colombo based Tamil daily
reported on 22 May 1994 that all
the hospitals in the Jaffna Peninsu-
la, including the Jaffna University
Teaching Hospital are affected bad-
ly by a severe shortage of medi-
cines, specially anti tetanus vac-
cines for injcctions.

Bombing of Omanthai

The village of Panriku Thaya
Kulam in Omanthai was bombed
on 3 May 1994. Four bombs wcre
dropped which damaged a large
house ncar the roadside

Extra Mural Unit
in Jaffna

AnInstitutc of Extra Mural Stud-
ics was established in the Universi-
ty of Jaffna in October 1992 on
lincs similar to what obtains in the
Extra Mural Studies Units of
Birbeck Collcge, Londor and the
University of Singaporc. No for-
mal qualifications were requircd

Kankesanturai, are bringing in
troops to increase the existing num-
bers already in Palaly.

Yet another
Committee!

The SLFP has appointed a com-
mittee headed by Professer G.L.—
Pieris to study and submit propos-
als for finding a political solution
to the conflict in the North-East.
These proposals are expected to be
published during the forthcoming
clections. One of the proposals
which is under consideration is to
anncx the Amparai District to the
Uva Province and link the rest of
the North-East as one unit.

Stimavo sei to
contest Presidency

Atthe General Council Mccting
of the SLFP on 23 May 1994, Mrs.
Srimavo Bandaranaike was rc-
elected as leader of the SLFP and
will contest as the SLFP nomince
at the forthcoming Presidential
clections. Mrs.Chandrika Bandara-
naikc Kumaranatunga was clected
Dcputy Leader of the Party and
becomes the heir apparent.

jetunga to appoint without further
delay an ‘independent’ Commis-
sion, including foreign experts to
inquire into her father’s death. She
expressed regret that though an
year had passed since her father’s
death, Prcsident D.B.Wijetunga
had made no move to appoint such
an independent Commission.

New Red Cross
Chief

Ms. Mary Perkins has been ap-
pointed ICRC Chicf for the Jaffna
District with cffect from 2 June
1994. Since 1980, she has scrved
earlicr as ICRC Chicf in Kenya,
Cambodia, Afghanistan and the
former USSR.

US gift to Jaffna
Ilnlvmily stolen -
and Found

Books on Scicnce and Mcdicine
worth scveral lakhs of rupces pre-
sented by the U.S.A. to the Jaffna
University were stolen by somc
postal workers at the Gencral Post
OfTice, Colombo. The cuplrits were
later apprehended, the books re-

covered and handed over to the
Deputy Registrar of Jaffna Uni-
versity.

Hameed calls for
settlement - again!

Mr.A.C.S.Hameed, -a Senior
Minister in the Sri Lanka Gov-
ernment has said that the prob-
lems of the North East should be
divorced from the forthcoming
elections. He added that an all out
effort must be made to resolve the
festering conflict in the North
East before conducting the Presi-
dential and parliamentary elec-
tions. Informed observers see this
as a Government ploy to get the
sympathy of Tamils and Muslims
and their votes at the forthcoming
clections.

Change of Ship
oute

Itis rcported that the ship ‘Na-
groma’ which used to ply be-
tween Trincomalee and KKS will
in future sail directly to Point
Pedro from Trincomalee. This
change of route will help reduce
the inconvenience that pcople en-
countered when the ship docked
at KKS.

Sti Lanka Army
slaughters again

Intwo separate incidents,the
Sinhala Sri Lanka Army shot
andkilled fourinnconent Tamil
civilains in thc Batticaloa Dis-
trict. On 29 April, thc Army
ambushcd and killed two mid-
dlcaged men who werc on their
way to fish in thc Waharai riv-
cr. Arumugam (45), the father
of five chldrenand Alagiah (47),
the fathcrofscven children were
the victims. On the nextday the
STF encamped at Kokkadi-
cholai had put to dcath two
young mcn, Thirumal (21) of
Pannamakadu, Akaraipattu and
Thayanthamoorthy (22)of Am-
parai.
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he people of South

East Tamil Eelam
(constituting Trinco, Bat-
ticaloa and Amparai Dis-
tricts) arebecominginured
to the tragedies that are
being enacted there every
day.

The enemy has thrust his
rifle into every aspect of the
people’s life; their festive
days, their occupations, their
education, their cultural ac-
tivities. In fact the enemy has
bound hand and foot the peo-
ple’s daily life.

“Without our permission
even God should not stir a
little finger” seems to be the
enemy’s attitude. From cook-
ing the daily meals to spray-
ing fertiliser in the chena,
everything has tobe done only
after prior permission has
been obtained. Thisisthe law
in South Tamil Eelam; any-
one who violatesitisliable to
be summarily shot.

Whendawnbreaksuneas-
ily, people open the doors of
their houses as noiselessly as
possible; when they peep
through the cracks, they can

e o

see green uniformed men
lined along the fences.
Though they know itis around
up of the entire village, they
dare not step out of doors
until they are ordered to do
so. That whole day, the next
day, thc day after, sometimes
that wholc week, perhaps, the
whole village will be sub-
jected to a drag net search.

fter athorough search

f the huts, some of

them might be torched, de-
pending on the mood of the
searchers, the village will be
ordered to assemble at a
school or a temple and they
will be checked against a list
the searchers have brought
with them. If there is one per-
soninexcessof the numberin
the houscholder’s list, both
that person and the house-
holder are taken into custody.
Very often, that is the last
anyone sees of them. During
the period of the round up the
wholc village is entirely par-
alysed. Schools, shops and
e L
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A Sinhala run Concentration Camp

fields are deserted. There isn’t a
stir of life anywhere. You can just
imagine what the situation will be
like as such round ups occur twice
or thrice a month or sometimes
even once a weck.

There are various kinds of
roundups. The common or garden
round up is one variety. There is
another variety called the ‘search’
which is really terrible. It would
be more appropriate to call it
‘search and destroy’. After the
searchis over, the searchers leave
behind a looted, plundered and
charred village. There may be five
or ten or even more corpses lying
on the roads; fifty or a hundred
people would have disappeared.
Therest of the village would have
been chased away clad only in the
clothes they were wearing.

household should possess

food provisions sufficient
for only one day. That is the law in
South Tamil Eelam. Moreover they
have ordered that there should be
no grocery stores, not even a small
one in the villages. Daily the vil-
lagers have to go all the way to the
town to buy foodstuffs just suffi-
cient for that days’s needs. Sud-
denly the Sinhala army personncl
will burst into the huts, either in
the daytime or in the night. If there

has thrust his rifle info every aspect of
s life; their festive days, their occupe:
fions, their education, and their wltural activities”

is an excess of food, the question
flung at the householder will be: “Is
this food meant for the Tigers™? - and
anything can happen to the house-
holder. If there is any food after they
have had their meals, that too could
prove very awkward; if the army
personnel spot this, the whole house-
hold may be taken away.

There are army barricades on
every street, check points at every
junction. Every mile there are army
camps. Infuriatingly silly questions
are asked of everyone. The objects
the people carry may be something
very ordinary - a frock, a toy, or a
pot. They are asked ‘why’, ‘for
whom’ and ‘isn’t this for the Ti-
gers?’

coplc travelling in vehicles

have to get down 300 yards
in front of the security check points,
watk up to the point and after the
checking is over, they have to walk
back 300 yards and get into their
vehicles. A trader from Kalmunai
angered complained': ‘Earlier it
took only 1 1/2 hours for the run
from Batticaloa. Now it takes 4 to
S hours. If one has to journey 15

_ s

NETWORK

miles, onc has to trudge 5
milesin front of these camps.’

Every moming a person
has to go to a specified camp
and register his or her exist-
ence. One can travel outside
the village only with the prior
permission of the army. Peo-
ple who seek such permission
are grilled about where they
are going, why and when they
expect to return. Ofcourse
travel to the North is out of |
the question. They are aller-
gic to the very word ‘North’.

hen the paddy starts

sprouting it is the
army and not the seasons which
determines when fertiliser
should be used. Similarly the
paddy can be harvested only if
itsuits the caprices of the army.
After the paddy has been har-
vested, threshed and stacked in
bags, the Army sends Sinhala
and Muslim goondas to carry
them away, without somuch as
aby-your-leave.

In south Tamil Eelam, it is
the buyer, a Muslim or Sin-
halese from an adjoining vil-
lage who fixes the price of the
goods he is buying from the
seller, a Tamil. If the Tamil
seller attempts to haggle, he
will be later taken into custo-

dy on some pretext or other
and simply ‘disappear’. So if
you want to stay alive, you
have no option but to accept
whatever amount is given to
you and count it as a big fa-
vour that they are doing for
you.

According to a displaced
teacher the day dawns auspi-
ciously with the sight of grue-
somely mutilated corpses. The
number of murders is too nu-
merous for the memory 1o
contain. For every breath you
draw you will have to give an
explanation to the army. To
add insult to injury the Tamil
traitor groups use this oppor-
tunity to settle private griev-
ances and pay off old scores.

Amretired Govern
ent servant from
Mankerni said: “The Sin-
halese are demonstrating
to us beyond doubt that we
Tamils cannot live with
them. When one goes from
hereto Jaffna,one feels that
one has broken out of pris-

HOIPSH BHFul iel6ewTF

Sti Lanka woos Tamil Expatriates!

here is something strange happening (fishy is the right

word) all over the world. Tamil expatriates living in Western
countries are receiving calls from Sri Lankan ambassadors. The caller
would say, ‘‘thc Ambassador would like to have dinner with you.
Would next Monday evening be alright.?”” We wonder why? These
same embassies used to call us traitors for innocuous activities such
as having a meeting to discuss the plight of Tamils in Sri Lanka or
writing to newspapers about what their government was doing to the
Tamils eic. They also used to exclude us from embassy functions and
events. Now, we can have a private dinner with the Ambassador!
(Courtesy: US based Ilankai Thamil Sangam publication Tamil Voice
edited by Rajan Sriskandarajah)

.. moves from Special Task Force
fo Special Attack Force at home

In the 1980s the Sri Lanka government in its attempt to quell Tamil
resistance, particularly in the SouthEast of Tamil Eelam, set up the
infamous Special Task Force which was at one time hcaded by the
then President J.R.~Jayawardene’s son. Now, in the 1990s faced with
the continuing attacks by the LTTE on Sri Lankan Army camps in
Tamil Eelam, and the severe losscs suffered by the Sri Lanka Army at
Pooneryn and elsewhere, President D.B.Wijetunga has set up a
‘Special Attack Force’. The stated objective is to dampen the actions
of the LTTE in the NorthEast of the island. No less than three
Brigadiers - A.K Jayawardene, A.S.Pieris and Nalin Augamana - will
be in charge of the Special Attack Force Units in Jaffna, Vavuniya and
Manal Aru/Trincomalee. Besides these three units, a Reserve Attack
Force Unit has been set up under the command of Brigadier Lal
Weerasuriya. The Sri Lanka Army has also created a new post -
Assistant Chief of Staff and Major General Thaluwatte has been
appointed to this post.

.oo& abandons Trinco Free Trade

The Sri Lanka Government has been compelled to abandon its plan
too create a Free Trade Zone in the Trincomalee area. Earlier, 600
acres of land in the Trincomalee District, which belonged to Tamils
had been ear marked fora Free Trade Zone. But the unrest caused by
the conflict in NorthEast has resulted in foreign investors showing
little interest in the proposed Free Trade Zone.

Food for Political Thoughr
Self - Determination is not a dirty word

ic Macelellan from Northcote writing in the Australian

daily ‘The Age’, on 12 May 1994, focused on some home
truths which are not without relevance to the Tamil struggle for
self determination led by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.
He wrote: ‘“‘For nearly two decades, sections of the Australian
media have been repeating the official line from Jakarta and Canber-
ra that the East Timorese accept Indonesia’s rule. Over the past few
years following the trial of Xanana Gusmo and the Dilli massacre, it has
become even more clear that this is untrue: a new generation of East
Timorese, as well as those who originally suffered invasion and
massacre, want to determine their own future and most oppose Indone-
sia’s rule. Now the new line is that the East Timorese have rights, but
they have to accept ‘reality’ and give up those rights. Why must we
accept that might isright? Although there are many unique features
to the East Timor situation, the principles of international law
remain the same, especially the right to self determination.

Instead of Australian journalists deciding what is reality, why
can’tthey supportprinciples of international law that allow a people
to freely determine their own future under international supervi-
sion? Such votes on self determination, with choices such as integra-
tion, autonomy or full and sovereign independence, have occurred
in Africa in recent years. Independence became reality for the
Nambibians and FEritereans, who fought for thirty years (longer
than the Timorese) to create this new reality.The other strand of
‘reality’ is the old canard that East Timor will not be economically
viable. Which brings us back to oil exploration in the Timor Sea. Maybe
the Australian Govemnment should spend more time talking to the
leaders of the East Timorese people instead of BHP, Santos, Petroz and
other Australian corporations developing Timor’s oil.”

ic Macelellan’s remarks serve to further underline that

which Tamil Eelam leader, Velupillai Pirabakaran de-
clared on Maha Vererar Thinam in November 1993:¢‘Our
struggle for self determination ... is lawful in international
law...(but) we are fully aware that the world is not rotating on
the axis of human justice. ...International relations and diploma-
cy between countries are determined by the self interest of each
country. .. In reality, the success of our struggle depends on our
own efforts, on our own strength, on our own determination...”’
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