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R:cent reports by Am
esty International ex-
pose the Sri Lanka govern-
ment’scontinued violations of
human rights. At the same-
time, they also high light the
failure of Amnesty’s endeav-
ours in Sri Lanka during the
past ten years. It used to be
said unkindly of Rotary:
‘Whither Rotary? To Lunch.’
It may well come to be said of
Amnesty in Sri Lanka: ‘Whith-
er Amnesty? To more fact find-
ing missions.’

The weakness of Amnesty’s
approach is that it chooses to
address symptoms rather than

Nadesan Satyendra

to be unlawfuly detained, tortured,
subject to indiscriminate aerial
bombardment, and thousands sim-

ply ‘disappear’.

David Selbourne was right
when he said in the 1980s: ‘It is
evident that one of the most diffi-
cult points for commentators to
grasp... is that the Sinhalese, as I
have maintained since I first be-
gan to write on Sri Lanka, have
no intention whatever of reach-
inga ‘negotiated’ settlement with
the Tamils.”’

eanna Hodgin from Insight
was more direct than Am-
nesty has ever had the courage or
inclination to be. She declared
forthrightly in 1990: ‘‘Human
rights is not an idea with much

www.tamilarangam.net

have difficulty in establishing the
whereabouts of detainees and in
recent months over 180 are report-
ed to have ‘disappeared’, the au-
thorities having denied any knowl-
edge of their detention... Al knows
of nocase inrecent yearsin which
police or security personnel have
been prosecuted for acts of tor-
ture or deaths in custody of polit-
icaldetainees held under the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act...

he following types of tor

ture have been reported to
AL 1.prolonged hanging upside
down while being beaten all over
the body, sometimes for the dura-
tion of one night and sometimes
with the head tied in a bag in which
chillies were burning, making the

PIEE. 10 victim feel
nesty is qui— o o & close tosuf-
wnn THe real politick .
out, thatits 2 .pro-
remit does of ‘h - ts’ longed
not extend u‘.lall beaupglls,
to address- z:l:l‘::;lcz
InEIbe nES of the feet

hts and wrongs of an armed
conflict. Amnesty says that it
does not take sides.

But if you do not take sides
where a government has so op-
pressed a people that that people
have, as a last resort, justifiably
taken arms to resist that oppres-
sion, then you end up by making
pious pleas to the very same gov-
ernment which is intent on sub-
jugating that people. -

Your pleas, by implication, rec-
ognise the right of that Sinhala
dominated Sri Lanka government
to continu€ to govern a people it
has systematically oppressed for
several decades. Your pleas also
promote the myth that the Sri
Lanka government is genuinely
concerned with protecting the hu-
man rights of the Tamil people and
securing a ‘negotiated’ and just
settlement of the ongoing armed
conflict The Sri Lanka govemn-
ment then seizes upon your ap-
peals, to give assurances about its
future conduct and buys time to
continue its oppression and ad-
vance the assimilative and so called
‘pacification’ process. You then
make further reports saying that
the Government has not kept its
undertakings and you make fresh
appeals to the same government.
In the meantime, Tamils continue

currency for the SriLankan gov-
ernment. Quiet diplomacy is not
an option for our policy in Sri
Lanka...”’

Though Amnesty recently took
full page advertisements in the
London press to protest against the
‘quiet diplomacy’ stance adopted
by Government delegations at the
Geneva UN Commission on Hu-
man Rights, on the East Timor
question, Amnesty itself has often
appeared to be a prisoner of the
same ‘quiet diplomacy’ syndrome.

Lets face it. It will be difficult
to pretend that Amnesty’s re-
ports on Sri Lanka during the
past ten years have inhibited,
leave alone prevented, Sinhala
Buddhist chauvinism’s attack on
the  Tamil people. Incidents of
torture and unlawful detention
have multiplied rather than de-
creased. Impunity is the new buzz
word at the UN Commission on
Human Rights and the Sri Lanka
authorities continue to torture
with impunity (and apparent rel-
ish) whilst Amnesty continues to
report.

Nine long years ago, Amncsty
reported in 1985: ‘Al has repeat-
edly informed the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment that special lcgal provi-
sions,especially those in force since
1979 facilitate torture.. Relatives

while lying stretched outonabench
or while hanging by the knees from
a pole; beatings on the genitals and
other parts of the body with sticks,
batons and sand filled plastic tubes.
3.insertion of chilli powder in the
nostrils, mouth and eyes and on
genitals. 4.electric shocks 5.inser-
tion of pins under fingernails and
toenails and in the heels. 6.inser-
tion of iron rods in the anus 7.burm-
ing with cigarettes 8.mock or
threatened executions... In view of
persistent reports of torture in Sri
Lanka in recent years Al recom-
mends that the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment implement the following
measures as a sign of its commit-
ment to eradicate torture and ill
treatment.... Please write courte-
ously worded letters urging the Sri
Lanka authorities to take effective
measures for the prevention of tor-
ture, as indicated below:

1.The Sri Lanka government
should issue clear public instruc-
tions to the army, police and other
security forces personnel that tor-
ture is a criminal act and will not be
tolcrated under any circumstances.
All rclevant officials should be in-
structed too refuse to obey any or-
der (o use torture

2 Relativesand lawyersshould be
informed promptly of the wherea-
continued on page 2

Nctworkina to secure international recoanition of Tan

“We launched our struggle for self
determination and political independ-
ence because of the systematic oppres-
sion of our people by the Sri Lankan
state...” :

- Velupillai Pirabakaran,

Leader of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam

To Our Neighbours

O’Mount Sooriyakanda
Grief has darkened you

My thin younger sister
Much like my dear mother
Went from hither

Never to return from thither

They suspect my brother

To be a tiger

His eager hands that wipe our tears
Are handcuffed and led yonder

My heart is aching
With pain I am grieving

The shawl that adorned the shoulder
Of my father, on which I did slumber
Is found on the forecourt floor
Soaked in blood you will wonder

Life’s great river

I believed would never dry
But now the river is frozen
In great despair

Close by to all the army camps
We searched in bushes and wells
Broke open recent mounts

In search of our dear lost ones

The reflection of the enemy’s hearts
Is reflected in the deep broad crevasse
Found in every street to perceive
Come, come and see to believe

Shedding blood and sweat alike

Our house built with dreams and hope
The broken walls would display

The cruel face of our enemy away

Unknown foreign and unfamiliar faces
Could be seen on our forecourt floors _
b

Staring at our family members

It is not fate, my neighbour

With tears to search the graves of yonder
Sooriyakanda mount greatly grieving tender
Even Buddha was once buried for you to wonder

-Subba- (translated from the original in Tamil)

ils’ riaht to sclf determination
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continued from front page
bouts of detainees. No one should be

held in unacknowledged detention.

3.When it is found that torture
has been committed by or at the
instigation of a public official, crim-
inal and disciplinary proceedings
should be instituted.

number of ‘courteously
worded letters’ were, no
doubt, sent by Amnesty mem-
bers committed both to securing
human rights and to remaining
courteous. But with what result?
Amnesty’s recommended action
may well have appeared to the
Tamil people somewhat like
sending courteouslettersto the fox
to look after the ‘human rights’ of
chickens in the chicken pen.

Again, that was nine years ago.
Since then, Amnesty has reported

every year without exception on
torture by Sri Lanka authorities -
and Sri Lanka has continued to
torture, year in and year out, again
without exception.

In January 1986, Amnesty Re-
ported: “Amnesty International
was concerned about reports of
arbitrary killings of many hun-
dreds of non combatants by gov-
ernment security forces in north-
ern and eastern Sri Lanka and of
many ‘disappearances’. Wide-
spread torture of political de-
tainees was reported... The or-
ganisation also remained con-
cerned about long term deten-
tion without charge or trial of
many hundreds of Tamils.”

mnesty reported again in

January 1988: ““The (Sri
Lanka) police and armed forces
continued to kill non combatant
Tamils... Of particular concemn
were reprisal killings by the secu-
rity forces and reports that Tamil
suspects taken into custody were
shot or tortured to death and
their bodies disposed of in se-
cret.”’

Amnesty reported yet again
in January 1989:“Thousands
of people were detained with-
out charge or ftrial, and doz-
ens ‘disappeared’ following
arrest by the Sri Lankan se-
curity forces and by the In-
dian Peace Keeping Force
(IPKF) deployed in the
northeast. The fate of hun-
dreds who had disap-
peared in previous years
remained inadequa—tely
investigated. There were
many allegations of
torture.””

less people had been deliberately
killed... Victims included babies
and their mothers, children and
elderly men and women.

nd now in February 1994,

(and countless ‘courteous’
letters later) Amnesty has once
again reported at length on torture,
Sri Lanka style in 1993: ‘‘Some
Tamil people have been arrested by
groups of armed men in military or
civilian dress, blindfolded and tak-
en to secret places of detention
where they have been held at least
aweek,

‘disappeared’ in the south between
1988 and 1990, by police or army
personnel who sought to hide their
identitiesin order to evade account-
ability for their actions.

Torture or ill treatment is a
routine method of forcing detain-
ees to confess to involvement with
the LTTE. In particular, Amnes-
ty International has interviewed
anumber of Tamil detainees who
were beaten by CDB officers dur-
ing interrogation. Prisoners held
in secret detention by the army
or other grdups suffer more se-
vere forms of torture.

mnesty International has

also collected several first

hand accounts of prisoners being

beaten in local police stations, in-

cluding those in Dehiwela, Kota-

hena and Peliyagoda. Sometimes

prisoners are beaten while being

questioned. On other occasions

police randomly kick and punch

prisoners in police cells for no

apparent reason or ostensibly as

a punishment for some per-
ceived misdemeanour.

Victims are often too
frightened to complain
about the treatment or do

not believe their complain
would lead to proper in-
vestigation and action.
The DIGP-Colombo told
Amnesty International
that no investigations
havebeenlaunchedinto
beatings because he had
not received any com-
plaints about specific
incidents. .”’

Amnesty recom-
mended yet again,
in terms remints-
cent of its 1985

report, that
‘the govern-
ment sh-
ould imme-

‘“As the story
goes, a chicken and a pig passed a man in a restaurant
enjoying his bacon and eggs. The chicken pointed to the
eggs and spoke of its commitment to food production. The
pig replied, pointing to the bacon,: ‘You are only involved
- I am committed.” The Tamil people have been at the
receiving end of Sinhala Buddhist chauvinism for several

In January 1991,
Amnesty reported:
*‘(During 1990)Th—
ousands of people
disappeared or were
extra judicially exe-
cuted in the north-
east; many were tor-
tured and then killed

diately end
the detention
of people in
secret places
’and that ‘the
government
and le—-aders
of the securi-

i SO decades and they have put their lives on the line in the ty forces
known number of defence of their homeland and of their near and dear. To should pub-
licly state and

others were detained
inthe area... Govern-
ment forces in the
northeast were re-
ported to have extra
judicially executed

report on human rightsin the island of Sri Lanka without
admitting to the justice of the demand for a Tamil
homeland and the right of the Tamil people to govern
themselves, is to speak the language of the chicken -
involved perhaps, but, certainly, not committed.”’

issue orders
that torture
and other il
treatment
willnotbetol-
erated.’

thousands of de-

fenceless civilians in areas they
had regained..Victims were re-
portedly shot, bayonetted,
stabbed or hacked todeath;some
were said by witnesses to have
been burned alive.”’

*“Victims bodics were regularly
left in the open. The identities of
many remained unknown; others,
presumably killed in custody, were
identified as people who had been
detained by security forces days
earlier. Some had been burncd be-
yond recognition or mutilated. In
Amparai, where the Special Task
Force, a police commando unit,
was especially active, bodics - some
without heads - began Lo be washed
up on the beaches from September.

... Both the security forces and
the government refused to ac-
knowledge that many defence-

interrogated and torture to make
them confess to involvement with
the LTTE. Families have no idea
who has taken their relative nor
where their relative is detained.

Under Emergency Regula
tions 19(8) it is a criminal
offence to detain any person in an
unauthorised place of detention,
which reflects one of the recom-
mendations made by Amnesty In-
ternational and accepted by the
Government in 1991, It is there-
fore very disturbing thatonly a few
months after the Defence Secretary
gazetted a list of 343 authorised
places of detention in Sri Lanka,
people were being abducted, held
in secret, unauthorised locations
andinterrogated under torture. This
is reminiscent of the manner in
which thousands of people were

After ten years of Amnesty Re-
ports, the Tamil people may be
forgiven if they feel that these
Reports have served only todem-
onstrate that the answer to forty
years of consistent and systemat-
ic human rights violations by the
Sinhala dominated Sri Lanka
government cannot be another
ten years of Amnesty Reports. It
is true that facts concerning viola-
tions of human rights need to be
ascertained and published. But in-
formation on human rights abuscs
isnotanend initself. Human rights
is not some self sufficient industry
concerned simply with providing
employment for researchers.

he non governmental or
ganisation, International
Educational Development took a
more rounded approach at the
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UN Sub Commission on Protec-
tion of Minorities in August 1990:
““The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights states that all per-
sons... have the right to the full
realisation of their human rights
and to an international order in
which their rights can be real-
ised. The Sri Lanka situation has
shown that for the past forty years,
the Sinhala controlled government
has been unwilling and unable to
promote and protect the human
rights of the Tamil population, and
the Tamil population has accord-
ingly lost all confidence in any
presentor future willingness or ability
of the Sinhala majority to do so.

Are people in this situation
required to settle for less than
their full rights. Can the interna-
tional community impose on a
people a forced marriage they no
longer want and in which they
can clearly demonstrate they
have been abused? We conclude
thatinorder for thehuman rights
of the Tamil people and others in
a similar situation to be realised,
the international community
must invoke the principle of self
determination as it arises from
persistent non fulfilment of the
rights of minorities who have been
subsumed into larger states.”

t the end of the day, the

question that Amnesty
may well need to ask is: what is
the extent of its commitment to
human rights? As the story goes,
achicken and a pig passed aman
in a restaurant enjoying his ba-
con and eggs. The chicken point-
ed to the eggs and spoke of its
commitment to food production.
The pig replied, pointing to the
bacon,: ‘You are only involved -
Iam committed.” The Tamil peo-
ple have been at the receiving
end of Sinhala Buddhist chau-
vinism for several decades and
they have put their lives on the
line in the defence of their home-
land and of their near and dear.
To report on human rights in the
island of Sri Lanka without ad-
mitting to the justice of the de-
mand for a Tamil homeland and
the right of the Tamil people to
govern themselves, is to speak
the language of the chicken - in-
volved perhaps, but, certainly,
not committed.

It is, perhaps, all this and more
which impelled Tamil Eelam lead-
er, Velupillai Pirabakaran to say to
the Tamil people on Maha Veerar
Thinam in November 1993:¢...we
are fully aware that the world is
not rotating on the axis of human
justice. ...International relations
and diplomacy between countries
are determined by the self inter-
est of each country. .. In reality,
the success of our struggle de-
pends on our own efforts, on our
own strength, on our own deter-
mination...”’

he Tamil people know

that they cannaot afford
the luxury of crying helplessly
about thecynicismofreal poli-
tick. They haverecognised the
need to marry principle with
power and the Liberation Ti-
gersof Tamil Eelam represent
an open manifestation of that
recognition and that marriage
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TEEDOR Reports from Tamil Eelam

DisTRIBUTION OF CADJU

PLanTs IN MuLLAmivU

The Mullaitivu District Branch
o TEEBOR (the Tamil Eelam
Economic Development Organi-
sation) distributed free cadju plants
to people in the district from its ten
acre nursery farm. Also 2000 coco-
nut palms have been sold. These
plants are now being grown by the
people in their own lands.

FisHiNG NETS GIVEN

ON LOAN

Eighty fisherman in the Mul-
laitivu District have been provided

Chir Char

JOBS FOR THE

BOYS?

““Ex SLFP now UNP, An-
ura Bandaranaike inter-
viewed by the Sinhala owned
Sri Lanka Sunday Times on
the UNP defeat in the South-
ern Province elections in
March: Q.Some say that the
abduction of Franciscu
(SLFP member in the old
Provincial Council) back-
fired on the UNP? A. Noone
can say just because Francis-
cu was abducted the Peoples
Alliance won the election.
Though President Jaya-
wardene suspended the civic
rights of Mrs.Bandaranaike,
which was seen as a grave
injustice, he still won the next
election by a million votes.
Q. Now Franciscu has lost
hisseat. Won’tthe UNP help
him? A, We can give him a
Government job. I have not
met him. When I meet him
I should talk about it’> -

Sinhala owned Sri Lanka
Sunday Times, 3 April 1994

THE MIDDLE PATH?

UNP General Secretary,
Senior Minister and ex Pres-
ident Premadasa stalwart
Sirisena Cooray interviewed
after the Southern Province
election defeat: Q.Are you
saying that when Mr.Diss—
anayake was taken back,
your personal opinion did
not matter? A. I took the
middle path. I acted on the
ground that we should get as
many members as possible to
the party. Q.Are you imply-
ing that you are against
Mr.Dissanayake’s re-en-
try? A. Yes, it could be. Q.
Are there any factions in the
UNPtoday? A.Idon’tseeany
factions. There can be people
faithful to certain others Q.
How would you compare
President Wijetunga with
President Premadasa? A.
All leaders have their own
style of working Q.Who is
the more talented of them?
A. Everyone knows that.
You needn’t ask me.

with fishing nets worth Rs.277,000/
- on a loan basis. The costs of these
nets are repayable by the fishermen
in instalments during a period of
20 months.

VETERINARY SERVICES

TEEDOR has provided veteri-
nary services by opening an Ani-
mal Health Centre at Kumilamun-
ai in the Manal Aru area. The
Centre provides services such as
disease prevention, drugsand treat-
ment of diseased cattle.

SESAME CULTIVATION

Several Village Production
Committecs of TEEDOR within
the Killinochi District have each
started a two acre farm for growing
sesame, a grain widely in use
amongst the Tamil people.

SELF SUFFICIENCY
IN SaLT

Due to the efforts made to attain
self sufficiency in salt there is now
sufficient salt for consumption. At
the outbreak of the war in June

1990, a kilo of salt cost Rs.30/- as
it had to brought from Colombo.
Now, there is no shortage and a
kilo costs Rs.10/- in the retail mar-
ket.

DousLE BURNER
Economy OVEN

The double burner economic
oven, in wide spread use in the
Jaffna Peninsula has now been
introduced in the Killinochi Dis-
trict as well to prevent cutting
down trees for firewood. Already
117 such ovens have been or-
dered from TEEDOR for Killin-
ochi.

ViLLacge UpLIFT

SCHEMES

Under TEEDOR s village uplift
schemes, poultry farms have been
opened atRamavil and Kodikamam
in Thenmadaratchy and in Alavi
and Karanavai in Vadamaratchy.
A fruit processing centre has been
opened at Meesalai. 30 families
have benefited by this scheme.

January 1993)

Hor Springs Weekly from Tamil Eelam: 1

A long way to go before a
just peace can be achieved

true and sincere desire for peace and settlement of

he Tamil national question seems to be still far away
from the minds of the Sinhala leadership - political or
otherwise. This is the general opinion amongst people in
Jaffna. They ask: ‘‘Has any Sinhala politician called for anend
to the war unconditionally and the commencement of peace
processes?Notasingle politician whetherofthe Govemment or of
the (Sinhala) Opposition has expressed such a view thus far...”’

..after the Poonakari (Pooneryn) battle, it has not been possible
for the Government to hide from the Sinhala people that Sinhala
soldiers also die - and that too, in large numbers in the war in the
NorthEast. The Poonakari battle has exposed the Government’s
utterly false propaganda. Tamil civilians who are not involved in
combat are killed in large numbers by aerial bombardment and
shelling. Hardly a single Liberation Tiger has ever died in these
aerial bombings and artillery shellings. But the Government man-
ufactured false propaganda to deceive the Sinhala people that it was
killing large numbers of so called ‘Tiger terrorists’. For the first
time, after the Poonakari war, the Sinhala people found out that more
Sinhala soldiers died than Tigers. Not only that, the Government
also lost heavy weapons to the Tigers which naturally increases the
fire power of the Tigers...The death at one and the same time of
Sinhalese soldiers much in excess of the Tigers who died in the same
battle clearly showed the Sinhalese people that the Government was
lying. They did not know what had happened to their children.
Whether they were alive or dead was not known to them...

It is this agitation that began in the minds of the ordinary Sinhala
villager that in turn began to worry the Government and the Sinhala
chauvinists.The Sinhala chauvinists - the so called ‘national press’
and ‘intellects’ - were worried that a realisation by the Sinhalese
people that their children were laying down their lives in alien soil
without the ‘enemy’ having come to attack them in their homes,
could lead 1o the Sinhalese people relusing to participate in the war..
In an effort therefore to pacify Sinhala popular opinion they began
10 speak of peace and militarily weakening the Tigers at the same
time. This self contradictory theory clearly shows that Sinhalese
politicians, press (including the so called ‘national’ English press
based in Colombo) and ‘intcllects’ are really not keen on peace and
a just Settlement of the Tamil national question but are only
interested in appeasing angered Sinhala public opinion. The Sinhala
leaders are talking differently at different times with intrinsic
contradictions. This shows that there is a long way to go before a just
peace can be achieved. (Hot Springs Weekly, Tamil Eelam,23
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Schalk hits out

P rofessor Peter Schalk of Uppasala University, Sweden,
in a hard hitting letter to the Swedish Minister of
Immigration Affairs,in March 1993, has protested against the
attempt to deport Tamil asylum seekers which led to one of
them,Vickramaraja Tissaiveerasingham setting fire to him-
self in the streets of Ensobing in Sweden.

Professor Schalk said: “‘On March 2 1994, an Eclam Tamil tried
to kill himself by setting fire to himself, having poured petrol on his
clothes. He is still living but he is struggling for his life in the
Academic Hospital in Uppasala. His full identity and background is
known to me.You have received anumber of letters regarding this case
and you have kindly instructed your secretary to answer on your
behalf. I find however that your secretary throughout has misinter-
preted the spirit of these letters and I therefore kindly ask you to
instruct him to answer in an adequate way.He interprets these letters
falsely as a request to you to interfere in the legal process of decision
making... Now this is a complete misunderstanding of the request that
is put forward to you. The request is that you as a law maker change
the immigration law in Parliament so as to make it more humane. You
are responsible for the present Immigration law, and the Immigration
Board and the Aliens Appeal Board only execute your will, or still
better, our will that you on behalf of the Swedish people formulate in
Parliament. Your protecting Secretary wants to hide you behind a
curtain of non responsibility...””

“Tamils exposed regularly to racist
progroms in Sinhala dominated areas”

“‘Coming to the present case of the Eelam Tamil who burnt
himself you should see it in a series of events. In October 1993 you
were responsible for giving orders to the Swedish Immigration
Board and the Aliens Appeal Board tostart a wave of deportations
back to Sri Lanka. You gave millions of kroner to the police to
chase refugees in hiding. These institutions executed your will
promptly and perfectly but it led to a reaction by the Tamils. They
started a hunger strike in the St.Peters Church in Rebro and six
of them were determined to die as a result of fasting.... Many
Eelam Tamils move about with thoughts of committing suicide.
One of them now has made a serious attempt to kill himself. You
must understand their situation correctly. They are victims who
have been pushed into a situation of no alternative. Their lives have
been made impossible by the Sri Lankan government.. the Tamils
have been exposed regularly in the modern history of Sri Lanka to
racist progroms in Sinhala dominated areas. Having been weakened
in their social position they are economically exploited by sharks.
Then they try to get a future for them and their children in Sweden.
Here, you make laws that instruct our executive administration to
deport them. Finally they are left with no alternative...”

““‘We want a humane and multi cultural Sweden and we can afford
it. We have elected you to accomplish that. The first thing you can do
is to instruct your Secretary to answer letters in a proper way. What
he writes in conscious misunderstanding. His letters read like ‘goddap
yaskait’ (no rhyme or reason). The letters you get (from Tamils) are
written by people who are deeply concerned about their individual and
collective survival as a cultural group and they deserve a serious,
sensitive concerned and individualised reply. What (your Secretary)
writes, he has copied hundreds of times from his computer. I feel
deeply embarrassed and ashamed on behalf of my Tamil friends by his
answers. You are responsible for what he is wriling. You are also
finally responsible for the Immigration laws. You cannot escape that
responsibility. I want to know how and when you intend to reform the
present immigration law for the benefit of immigrants and refugees.’”

~
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President, Tamil Society of City University says:
“Marry culture with political freedom”

The Tamil Society of City University, London presented its Annual
festival of Tamil Arts and Culture at the Great Hall of the University
on 9 February 1994. The Hall was crowdcd with hundreds of Tamils
and non Tamils. The President of the Tamil Society, Moses A.S.Thasan
addressing the audience, spoke of thc need 1o marry culture with
political freedom. He said that no pcople or nation can dream of
developing, maintaining or preserving its cultural heritage unless it
has control over its destiny. Professor Kopan Mahadeva spoke on the
history of the Tamil Eelam struggle. The Chief Guest at the function
was Professor R.N.~Franklin, the Vice Chancellor of the University.
The classical Tamil music for the afternoon was presented by the
students of the London Veena Group led by Mrs.A.Sris—kantharajah.

HOIPH CHFUI DLOUGTF GFi6)IQH6N
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Australasian Federation of Tamil Associations tells Human Rights Sub
Committee of Australian Parliament on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade:

"Quiet diplomacy is not enough”

ustralasian Federation

f Tamil Associations
gave evidence before the Hu-
man Rights Sub Committee of
the Australian Parliament on
Foreign Affairs, Defence and
Trade recently. The evidence
was given at the inquiry into
Australia’s international ef-
forts to promote and protect
human rights. Mr.Ana Parara-
jasingham, Secretary of the Aus-
tralasian Federation of Tamil As-
sociations and Mr.V—.Sureshan,
Secretary of the Eelam Tamil
Association, New South Wales
appeared before the Committee.

Mr.Pararajasingham called
upon the Sub Committee

on Human Rights (of the Joint
Standing Committee of the Aus-
Forei

tralian Parli t Af.

LiseraTioN TIGERS

Derence CoLLEGE

*“The LTTE women’s
wing publication ‘Sunt-
hathirap Paraivagal’ car-
ried an article recently on
Lt.Col.Pama who had died
after “being critically
wounded in the Pooneryn
attack. She had joined the
¢ LTTEin 1989 and had par-
! ticipated in defensive op-
erations around Palaly in
¢ 1990. Later she had fought
n the battle for Elephant
Pass and in the jungles of
Weli Oya against the ad-
vancing columns of the (Sri
Lanka) army. She was tak-
en into the women’s wing
of the Sea Tigers when it
. was established in March
1992 and in due course be-
came deputy commander.
In the days before she was
sent off to participate in
preparations for the Poon-
eryn attack, Soosai, Spe-
cial Commander of the Sea
Tigers, had put her in
charge of Kilali - a com-
plex and difficult duty ...
whatmakesLt.Col.Pama’s
case noteworthy is that
among her merits the write
up on her recounts the fact
that she had been to the
LTTE’s Defence College
for training of officer corps.
Soosai mentions.. that he
had first seen Pama at this
Defence College.

The establishment of the
LTTE’s Defence College for
training an officer corp is
one of the most important
developments in Eelam War
Two... the large scale opera-
tions which Pirabakaran was
aiming at in Eelam War Two
required leaders who could
coordinate manoeuvre and

lated a substantial body of military

fairs, Defence and Trade) to assistin
bringing about a political settlement
of the conflict in the island of St
Lanka by firstly impressing upon
the Sri Lankan govemment the in-
ternational community’s desire for a
negotiated political solution.

He said that this could be done
not only by direct government to
government communiques but also
by endorsing the views expressed
at sessions of the United Nations
Human Rights Commission.

r.Pararajasingham point

ed out that at the 48th
Sessions of the UN Human Rights
Commission, the Commission had
reiterated the need for a negotiated
political solution ‘based on princi-
ples of respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms leading
1o a durable peace in the north and

into battle... that it was necessary
to devise drills for large bodies of
men (and women) to achieve tacti-
cal mobility in the field and to
effectively large scale operations
involving major advances in gath-
ering and processing military in-
formation, planning, logistics and
supply...

The scale of the operation and
the degree of tactical advantage
which was swiftly achieved at Poon-
eryn was among other things due
to a trained officer corps... A sig-
nificant contribution must have
been made by Pirabakaran himself
who was a voracious collector of
military literature from his earliest
days as the leader of the Liberation

A VIEW FR

Tigers. The
publications unit of the LTTE
has engaged in a massive effort 1o
translate into Tamil a wide range
of writings on military affairs in-
cluding articles on the Sri Lanka
army..Thus far they have produced
18 volumes for compulsory reading
among cadres.

Therefore the average recruit is
already familiar with many central
precepts of military theory and prac-
tise by the time he reaches officer
level... How can they (Tigers) pro-
duce an effective officer corps?
There are two reasons. One, they
identify and subject a selected
number of recruits to an education
program or send them to school or
in special cases for higher educa-
tion. There are currcntly a large
number of such boys and girls who
attend school while living in Tiger
camps under military regimen.
Some senior cadres who are in
charge of technically advanced
units such as communications,
maps and ordnance development
are regularly pulled out from their
respective positions and scnt for
higher education. Two, Tigers have
produced their own or have trans-
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assistance in calling for suspen-

He added:*“In February 1993,
at the 49th Sessions of the UN
Commission on Human Rights,
15 Non Governmental Organi-
sations had declared that the
Tamil population of the north-
east of the island of Sri Lanka
are a ‘people with the right to
freely choose their political sta-
tus.” We would like the Sub
Committee to endorse these
views and we believe that that
would go long way in persuad-
ing the Sri Lanka government
to enter the negotiating proc-
ess. We also believe that publi-
cising the fact that the Sri Lan-
ka government has consistently
refused to respond to interna-
tional mediatory efforts would
be another method... We would
also seek the Sub Committee’s

knowledge... the reading material
is in Tamil. This has to be viewed
in the light of the problems faced
by armies of the sub continent that
were essentially British forces led
by an officer corp which even after
the demise of the empire remained
British in everything but its na-
tionality....

The LTTE’s potential, it should
be evident now, is also derived
from the fact that it has been able to
evolveasystem of military thought
unhindered by the legacy be-
queathed on the armies of South
Asia by the West. (Ex Plote ideo-
logue, now turnedregular column-
ist in the Sinhala owned Sri Lanka

M THE EN

Sunday Island, 3
April 1994)

HumaN RiGHTS? WHaT

Human RigHTs!

“‘Following an NGO attempt at
Geneva to push through an anti Sri
Lanka resolution at the Human
Rights Commission session, the
Sri Lanka government has decided
to closely monitor the activities of
all NGOs operating in the island.
Though a disclosure in due course
was announced, the identity of the
NGO involved was not revealed. A
Government spokesman said that
‘foreign elements’ backing the
LTTE were also behind this
NGO.” - Sinhala owned Lanka
Guardian, 1 April 1994

SPEAKER
M.H.MonameD: ‘I can
TRUST LTTE’

Sri Lanka Speaker
M.H.Mohamed interviewed by
Sinhala journalist Daya Lankapu-
raabout his cancelled visit to Tamil

Democracy,
Sti Lanka Style

sion of all economic assistance
to the Sri Lanka government
and the implementation of eco-
nomic sanctions.”’

Responding to a question from
the Chairman of the Sub Commit-
tee on HumanRights asto how the
Australasian Federation saw ‘a
peace process unfolding progres-
sively and a solution being
achieved that could endure’,
Mr.Para-rajasingham said:

Eelam: Q. Didn’t you have any
security problems? And were’nt
you scared? A. No. I can trust
them. I know Anton Balasingham.
I (have) even met Pirabakaran...
there was no reason for me to be
scared. I hear that they had made all
arrangements to give me a grand
reception., had I been able to there.”
- Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday
Island, 10 April 1994

CHINA TO RussiA FOR
ARMS -
AND COMMISSIONS?

‘A delegation of senior defence
officials (headed by Defence Min-

it

istry Secretary

General Hamilton Wanasinghe)
leave to Moscow today (Sunday 10
April) for talks to purchase upto
100 surplus Russian Army BMP
tracked infantry fighting vehicles
for the Sri Lankan Army’s new
mechanised infantry brigade, in-
formed sources said. The machines
are being offered by the Russian
firm Voentech, a private company
which deals in second hand ex
Soviet military equipment... Cur-
rently the army’s tracked armour
consists of T-55 battle tanks and
Chinese built T-85 infantry fighting
vehicles...Lastweek the Navy signed
a deal with China 10 buy a warship,
two gun boats and a landing craft. A
recent proposal to allow the Chinese
armaments firm, NORINCO to set
up a bonded warehouse of arms here
to supply the needs of the security
forces has run into controversy...
The contract with NORINCO is for
five years and it apparently allows
for prices 1o be revised annually.
NORINCO meets 60% of the mili-
tary’s needs. *’ - Sinhala owned Sri

Lanka Sunday Island, 10 April 1994

=
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“eral pattern has been to pub

““Asrecently asin March 1993,
in a BBC interview, Mr.Pirab—
akaranstated thathe is preparedto
consider even the concept of fed-
eralism provided it acknowledges
the autonomy of the Tamil home-
land and self determination. Giv-
enthis stance, we believe as a first
step, the Sri Lanka government
mustbe persuaded into the negoti-
ating process. We do not think
that quiet diplomacyis enough.”

ComMON SENSE
AND GOEBBELS

‘‘Common sense suggests
that communicators want to
be believed... Yet observa-
tion of the media in Sri Lan-
ka flies against these com
mon sense assumptions. In
Sri Lanka the major media ;
organisations, particularly
the government owned Lake ;
House and the electroni
media, seem to be singular
ly unconcerned about cred
ibility. Even the privatel
(Sinhala) owned media d
not seem to care that muc
about credibility.. the gen

lish/broadcast, credibility b
damned. Is this a case of fol
lowing Goebbel’s rule of th
big lie, or are there specifi
cally Sri Lankan factors a
work?’’ - Sinhala writer Ro
han Samarajiva in Sinhal
owned Lanka Guardian,
April 1994

EXPLOSIVES FREELY

AVAILABLE

‘“The bomb blasts at four
{Colombo) Hotels on Frida
night (8 April) and the Dehi
wela Zoo on Saturday cam
as an explosive curtain raise:
to the festive season... Th
authoritics have blamed th
LTTE for the incidents an
while destabilising the tour
ist industry cannot be rule
out as the motivating factor
business rivalries and othe;
personal factors too will hav
10 be considered in any wel
rounded anaylsis of the
blasts... With the free availa
bility of weapons and explo
sives it is easy for anybody
with ultcrior motives Lo smug- i
gle these in anywhere... >’
Editorial Comment, Sinhala
owned Sri Lanka Sunday Is
land, 10 April 1994
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