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Swiss Federation of Tamil Associations

"TAMILS WOULD 60

HOME IF THEY COULD"

he Swiss Federa

tion of Tamil As

sociations has ap-
pealed to the Swiss author-
ities in Berne to reconsider
their decision to forcibly re-
patriate Tamil asylum seek-
ersto SriLanka. The appeal
was presented on 14 April
1994 at the conclusion of a
three day sathyagraha fast
by Tamil asylum seekers.

Earlier, on 9 April, the Swiss
Federationof Tamil Associations
participated in amass anti racist
rally organised by around 25 po-
litical and human rights organi-
sations at Beme to protest against
the recent regulations introduced
against asylum seekers in Swit-
zerland. Speaking at the Rally,
Mr.Anton Ponraj from the Swiss
Federation of Tamil Associa-
tions and the UN Section of the
International Federation of
Tamils said: ‘ ‘Inthe name of all
that is just, all that is compas-
sionate, please express your dis-
gust and revulsion at the efforts
being made to send back Tamil
asylum seeckers to Colombo to
face arrest, detention, torture and
possible death at the hands ofthe
Sri Lanka authorities. Atthe same
time, please help to remove the
underlying causes which have
led to the influx of Tamil asylum
seckers in Eurgpe - that surely is
the effective way, the humane
way of stopping and reversing the
flow of Tamil asylum seekers.”’

He addcd: ¢“Countriesin Eu-
rope have had to bear the cost
of genocidal actions of the rac-
ist Sri Lanka government.But,
it is this very same racist Sri
Lanka government which is of-
ten propped up by some Euro-
pean governments with aid and

arms. This foreign aid to racist
Sri Lanka not only spills Tamil
bloodinSriLankabutalsobrings
Tamil refugeesin Europe.”’

Mr.Ponraj concluded: “‘In-
stead of sending back Tamil asy-
lum seckers to face dctention,
torture and death in Sri Lanka,
there is aneed for Western gov-
ernments to stop foreign aid and
arms to Sri Lanka.”’

“Instead of sending back
Tamil asylum seekers to face
detention, torture and deathin
Sri Lanka, there is a need for
Western governmentsto open-
ly recognise the right of the
Tamil people to live in their
own land, free from the op-
pressive rule of a racist Sri
Lanka government.”’

‘“These are the steps that will
help to persuade the racist Sri
Lanka government that the world
will not watch silently and con-
done its genocidal attack on the
Tamil people. These are the steps
that will impress upon the Sri
Lanka government the need to
seek a'political solution to the
conflict and create the climate
for the rctum of Tamil-asylum
seekers to theirhomeland.”’

I: the twenty page appeal

.....

A presented by the Swiss
Federation of Tamil Associa-
tions to the Swiss government
authoritieson 14 April,the Fed-
eration said:

‘“Weunderstand that the gov-
emments of Switzerland and Sri
Lanka signcd an agrccment on
12 January 1994 in Colombo to
forcibly repatriatc Tamil asy-
lum scekers in Swilzerland and
that in the first instance, upto
3000 asylum scckers who ar-
rived after 1992 and whosc asy-
lum claims had been rejected were

to be targeted. It is also reported
by the British Refugee Council
publication, the Sri Lanka Mon-
itor, that another 16,000 Famil
refugee cases, still undetermined,
have beenrcopened and most are
likely to be refused.

May we respectfully
point out that the
proposed forcible repatriation
of Tamil asylum seekers of-
fends the fundamental provi-
sions of the UN Convention
on Refugees and that Tamils
sent back in this way to Sri

Lanka will
continued on page 3

“We launched our struggle for self
determination and political independ- |
ence because of the systematic oppres-
sion of our people by the Sri Lankan |

- Velupillai Pirabakaran,
Leader of the Liberation Tigers

'I'Iiey wolcl

of Tamil Eelam

‘? .

If they could.

Courtesy: Amnesty International Journal

Tamil asylum seeker in Sweden sets himself on
fire rather than face forced return fo Sri Lanka

On 2 March 1994, a 36
year old Tamil asylum
seeker, Vickramaraja Tis-
saiveerasingham, living in En-
sobing in Sweden set himself on
fire and suffered serious burn
injuries.

Tissaiveerasingham who had
come from Mullativu in the North-
East of the island of Sri Lanka had
been told by the Swedish Immigra-
tion Ministry that his permission
to stay in Sweden would end on 14
March and that he would thereaf-
ter be kept in custody pending de-
portation back to Sri Lanka.

He had thereupon set himself on
fire and attempted to commit sui-
cide at about 10.40 a.m. He was
seen in flames in the strect in En-
sobing and was rescucd by a Swede
and admitted to the teaching Hos-
pital at Uppasala. 63% of his body
was burnt and he remained uncon-
scious on the following two days.

The International Federation
of Tamils in a Press Release
dated 9 March said:“The action
of this Tamil asylum seeker in

Sweden in preferring death, even
by fire, to a forced deportation
to Sri Lanka shows in stark
terms the oppressive ground re-
ality in Colombo and other ar-
eas controlled by the Sri Lanka
government.

he Sri Lanka government

seeks to pretend in interna-
tional fora that conditions in the
island resembles that presented in
its tourist brochures. The harsh
truth is that indiscriminate acrial
bombardment of the North has
continued 'with incrcasing intensity
even as the UN Commission on
Human Righits sits in Geneva and
dcliberates on whether the Sri
Lanka government has honoured
the commitments it gave in March
1993 10 obscrve the norms of hu-
manitarian law and uphold human
rights standards.

Hundreds of Tamils continue to
be arbitrarily arrested in the East
in those arcas within the control
of the Sri Lanka armed forces.
Many ol thosc arrested have sub-
scquently ‘disappearcd’. In Co-
lombo, during thc past ycar, morc
than 15 thousand Tamils have been

arrested at random and many have
been tortured.

mnesty reported in Feb

ruary 1994: “During this
period (since the beginning of
1993) thousands of Tamil people..
were arbitrarily arrested and de-
tained, solely on account of their
ethnicity, especially in Colombo..
Torture and ill treatment in cus-
tody continued .. The indiscrimi-
nate round ups of people solely
because of their ethnic origin,
and reports of their treatment in
custody, is making many members
of the Tamil community fearful
that they are not safe to walk the
streets of Colombo...”

The International Federation
of Tamils expresses its dismay at
the decision taken by some gov-
ernments in the West to repat-
riate Tamil asylum seekers to Sti
Lanka.. we urge those govern-
ments who have decided to repat-
riate, even small numbers of
Tamil asylum seekers, to recon-
sider their decision and honour
their obligations under the UN
Convention on Refugees, both in
letter and in spirit.”
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at went wrong for
the UNPin the South?
The SLFP led People’s Alli-
ance victory with 54% of the
votes and, in Parliamentary
electoral terms, 20 out of 21
seats, reportedly sent the Co-
lombo stock market into a tail
spin. But why did the UNP
which had so easily ‘won’ in
the East lose so badly in the
South? After all in the East,
Jjust three weeks previously,on
1March, ballot boxeshad been
stuffed withimpunity. Why was
the UNP unable to stuff the
ballot boxes in the South?

For one thing, itis always easier
to stuff ballot boxes where the reg-
istered voters have been either driv-
enby thearmy into ‘refugee camps’
or have fled from their homes to the
North for safety. For another, in
the East, where the Sri Lanka army
is waging war against the Tamil

s 5

Nadesan Satvyendra

people, the Sinhala army and Sin-
hala goon squads had litle com-
punction in using theirarmed force,
quite openly, on what was aftcr all
an alien Tamil people. John Stuan
Mill put it rathcr well many ycars
ago in 1872:

“‘Free institutions are next (0
impossiblc in a country made up of
different nationalitics... the grand
and only effcctual sccurity in the
last resort against the despotism of

of two years, it should not be too
surprised if the relations and
friends of the dead harbour a deep
seated grievance against the ruling
party and all that it stands for.

I n the Provincial Council elec
tions in early 1993, the oppo-
sition vote was split between the
Peoples Alliance and the DUNF.
This time round, the Peoples Alli-
ance polled the DUNF vote as well,
leading UNP General Secretary,

of the SLFP win, the first JVP
insurrcction broke out. The SLFP
victory in the Southern Province
may well be a sign that the JVP is
regrouping with intent to settle old
scores.

It is not that the JVP loves the
Peoples Alliance (led by Vijaya
Kumranatunga’s wife and which
includes its old enemies the CP
and the LSSP) but that it loves
the UNP far less. JVP strategists

“Inthe end itis Sinhalese, not Tamils who must answer
the question: Is Tamil Eelam worth dying for?"

the government is in that case want-
ing: the sympathy of the army with
the people. Soldiers to whose
feclings...the subjects of the same
government are foreigners, will
have no more scruple in mowing
them down, and no more reason to
ask the reason why, than they would
have in doing the same thing
against declarcd encmies’’

n the South, however, there

were limits to which a Sin-
hala security force could be used
against its own Sinhala people.
It was the same limitation which
prevented President Premadasa
from resorting to aerial bombard-
ment of the Sinhala South, even
at the height of the JVP insur-
gency. Here, the comment by the
unsuccesful UNP Chief Minister
candidate M.S.Amarasiri tells its
own tale. He said that one of the
reasons for the UNP defeat was
“‘the way ‘some’ police officers
were behaving in the South dur-
ing the elections!”’

Again, a week before the elec-
tions, the SLFP General Sccretary,
D.M.Jayaraine, in a 6 page lctlcr
tothe Election Commissioner (cop-
ied o Buddhist rcligious lcaders,
and newspaper editors) had threat-
encd a mass uprising if the elec-
tions were tampered with, He said:

*‘In the Eastcmn clcctions on
March 1, we are aware that fully
armed highly placed UNPers with
the help of certain Police officers
have gone to police stations, intim-
idaled the polling staff, placed a
cross against thc Elcphant (thc UNP
symbol) and forcibly put thcm into
ballot boxcs... We carncstly appeal
to prevent attempts being made
unfairly to win the Southern Pro-
vincial Council clections by the
violations of laws... which othcr-
wise would provoke the masscs to
act against the abusc of power by
the govermment™’

So it was that the UNP which
‘won’ in the East was routed in the
South. Afier the results, UNP Gen-
cral Sccretary, Siriscna Cooray
said: ‘What surpriscs mc is that in
a predominantly Sinhala South the
UNP lost.’

But il a government has presid-
cd over the liquidation of 60,000 of
its own Sinhala pcoplc (many of
them from the South) over a period

Sirisena Cooray tocomment: ‘“The
return of Gamini Dissanayake to
the UNP did not help’. But, then,
neither did the discovery of the mass
graves in Suriyakanda, in early Jan-
uary, further the UNP cause.

However, the state controlicd
Sri Lanka Sunday Observer was
not altogether wrong when it said,
a week before the elections: ‘“The
deep south may be radical in com-
plexion, but it is also Sinhala terri-
tory where Sinhala Buddhist senti-
ment forms the bed rock of the
political discourse.”

After all, the deep South was
JVP territory and Rohana Wijew-
ecra was not always backward in
pitching his appcal to Sinhala
chauvinism. But, in the event, Pres-
ident Wijetunga’s brand of Sinha-
la chauvinism was not enough to
erase the memory of 60,000 kill-
ings and bridge the increasing al-
ienation of the Sinhala rural voter,
from the ruling Sinhala elite ‘liv-
ing it up’ in urban Colombo.

urthermore, SLFP’s

Chandrika Kumarana-
tunga was careful not to offend
basic Sinhala chauvinist senti-
ment. She stated repeatedly: ‘We
are against Eelam. We are for
devolution without Provincial
Councils’.

The sophisticated Sinhala voter
in the South had enough political
savvy to know that devolution
(with or without provincial coun-
cils) was, ofcourse, the ‘run around’
that Sinhala political parties had
given the Tamil people for more
than 40 years. Again the voters
were well aware that the SLFP had
a respectable Sinhala Buddhist
chauvinist pedigree dating back to
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike’s Sinha-
la Only and Eksath Bhikku Pera-
muna days.

Also, the unsuccesful UNP
Chief Minister candidate, M.S.-
Amarasiri’s assessment that the
UNP defeat was due to ‘residual
JVP elements being involved in
the Peoples Alliance campaign’
was significant.

In the 1970 Genceral Election,
for instance, the¢ JVP backed
Mrs.Bandaranaike’s SLFP as the
‘softer’ option and within an ycar

may well have felt that 17 years
in office had consolidated the
UNP stranglehold on the levers
of patronage and power and that
the immediate need was to defeat
the UNP and loosen that grip.

Be that all as it may, the
election results also
showed that as the unwinnable
war against Tamil Eelam has pro-
gressed, the intcrnal contradictions
in the Sinhala body politic have
begun to fester and surface. It was
not only a matter of the colossal
annual defence budget of Rs.25
billion rupces and the soaring cost
of living that the Sinhala rural
poor have had to facc. AsPooneryn
showed, it was the Sinhala rural poor
who have had to offcr their children
as cannon fodder in an unjust war
against the Tamil pcople - and it has
become increasingly difficult to hide
this truth from the Sinhala pcople

What then of the immediate
future? Asiaweek commented in
September 1991 : ‘In theend it is
Sinhalese, not Tamils who must
answer the question: Is Tamil
Eelam worth dying for?’’ Pre-
sumably, the 15,000 Sinhala
youth who deserted the Sri Lan-
ka Army last year also asked the
same question and gave their
answer with their feet.

ut, those in the ruling Sin
halaestablishment whose
children are not in the line of fire
in the Wanni, may look at events

differently from the kith and kin
of the Sinhala foot soldiers, from
rural homes and who are putting
their lives at risk at the front.

gain, the UNP may find

it difficult to cat its own
jingoism without furtherloss of
political credibility and it may
preferto foolitselfinto believing
that a military adventure in the
NorthEast is the answer 1o its
poor showing in the Southemn
Province. And, ofcourse, politi-
cal partics facing predictable
defcat atthe pollsusually change
pillows to cure the prospective
headache and President Wijetun-
gacannot be sleeping too sound-
ly these days.

Here, the words ofthe Central
Committee of the Liberation Ti-
gers in an open letter to the Sin-
hala pcople, more thantwo years
ago,on22 Septcember 1991, con-
tinue to retain their relevance
and force today - perhaps, even
more so todaythantwo years ago:

*Our liberation struggle is
the armed struggle of an op-
pressed people against thetyr-
anny of a Sri Lankan regime
which has sought to subjugate
them...We have no hatred to-
wards the Sinhala people...We
are opposed to all forms of
domination - internal or exter-
nal. We are committed to na-
tional liberation and to democ-
racy... The prolongation of this
war of aggression and the
spread of anti LTTE and anti
Tamil sentiments are the
‘trump cards’ used by the Sri
Lanka government to maintain
and consolidate its oppressive
rule over the Sinhala masses.
The government seeks to ‘blind
fold’ the Sinhala masses witha
pervasive form of racism so
that it may continue to rule
and exploit them. We view the
oppressed Sinhala people as
our allies... We appeal to all
the progressive forces in the
Tamil and Sinhalanationsto...
pave the way for true democ-
racy, liberation and a free and
fruitful association between
two free nations.’’

B(rain) W(orking)

D.B. t0o D.B.W.!

In early 1990 when the late Ranasinghe Premadasa was
elected President, the joke that was retailed in political
circlesin Colombo was that in selecting his Prime Minister,
Premadasa had picked one who would neither see nor hear.
Those close to Lalith Athulathmudali and Gamini Dissanay-
ake, the Prime Ministerial contenders who had been over-
looked, unkindly pointed to the newly appointed Prime
Minister Wijetunga’sinitials - D(eaf) and B(lind)! But after
President Premadasa’s death in May 1993, it appears that
then Prime Minister and now President D.B. Wijetunga has
donned the K(andyan) G(oigama) B(uddhist) robes in the
style reminiscent of ex President J.R.Jayawardene. His
publicutterances have become so similar to Junius Richard
(Dicky) Jayawardene, that the current joke doing the rounds
in Colombo political circlesisthat D.B.W.stands for D(icky’s)

<,
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Smhala chauvinism’s two fmger salute to Geneva Conventlon

Gilldi Qillngs & Rein of Devtor

he Geneva Convention re

lating to non international
armed conflicts provides that
medical units and transports
shall be respected and shall not
be object of attack; that the
civilian population as such, as
well as individual civilians, shall
not be the object of attack; that
acts or threats of violence the
primary purpose of which is to
spread terror among the civilian
population are prohibited; that
starvation of civilians as a meth-
od of combat is prohibited; that it
is prohibited to attack, or de-
stroy objects indispensable to the
survival of the civilian popula-
tion, such as food stuffs, crops,
and livestock; and that it is pro-
hibited to commit any acts of
hostility against places of wor-
ship. However Sri Lanka contin-
ued to breach these provisions of
international humanitarian law
with impunity in January and
February this year:

The British Refugee Council
Publication, Sri Lanka Monitor
reported in its January 1994 issue.

““At least 41 Tamil civilians
were Killed in Jaffna in January
1994 by Sri Lankan air attacks and
indiscriminate shelling from mili-
tary bases in Palaly and the islands
west of the peninsula said Jallna’s

Another Tamil Eelam
Police Station

A new Tamil Eelam Police
Station was opened at Manku-
lam on Sunday, 9 January.
Mr.Ravi, the LTTE’s Special
Commander for Vanni cere-
monially opened the new sta-
tion. Mr.P.Nadesan, Head of
the Tamil Eelam Police Unit
and Mr.Para, the Head of the
Administration of Justice Unit
also participated in the cere-
mony which was presided over
by Mr.Pon Thiyagam, the
Head of the Heroes’s Office.

scnior civil servant Government
Agent K.Manickavasagar in a ve-
hement protest to President Wije-
tunga. Hundrcds morc were inj—
urcd. Two youths, Arasaratnam 18
and Sivaranjan 19 were scriously
injured when a helicopter gunship
strafcd their bicycles loaded with
firewood at Thenmaraichy on 6
January. From midnight most
nights, Jaffna town is shelled from
Mandativu... At Killinochi, dam-
age 10 the hospital after Novem-
ber’sairattack exceeds $200,000.”

eanwhile, Hot Springs,

the Tamil Eclam Weckly
rcported that on Saturday, 15 Jan-
uary at about 6.15 a.m., two Sri
Lanka Navy Dvro spced boats that
came from the dircction of Kanke-
santurai {ircd shells along the coast
of Valvettiturai-Polikandy-Thik—
kam. The historic Kanthavanam
Kanthasamy Temple was damaged.
A private medical institution ncar-
by was also damagcd. Thirunavu-
karasu Sinnapillai (fcmale, 65) who
was sleeping in her house was in-
jured and warded at the Point Pedro
Hospital. A fishcrman named
P Kurukulasingham rcceived in-
jurics on both hands and was ward-
ed at the Valvettiturai Hospital.
His rafi and ncts were damaged.

Again at midnight on 15 Janu-
ary two shells launched by the Sri
Lanka Army exploded in the bus
stand adjoining the Jaffna Hospital
within the Safcty zonc under ICRC
control. Four shops on Hospital
Street were damaged. Four persons
were scriously injurcd and were
admiticd to the Jaffna Hospital.
The injurcd were PJeyaraj (28),
Rajalingam (32), Ramiah (55) and
Thiyagalingam (57)

The Sri Lanka Army cncamped
at Palaly carricd out a shell attack
for over two hours on Wednesday,
19 January. The attack was dircct-
cd towards the residential arcas of
Kattuvan, Erlalai and Chunnakam
in the Jaffna Peninsula. At Mylani
in Chunnakam an cntirc family of

six suffered injurics and their house
was damaged. The injured are
S.Poomagal (fcmale 46), S Jayanthi
(femalc 20), K.Rasanthan (male
6), T.Rasathie (fcmale 35), E.Raj—
athevi (female 30) and S.Thayalini
(femalc). AL Erlalai, a boy aged 10
namecd T.Gavaskar was injured.

Alter the latest attack on Tamil
civilians at Killali on Saturday, 27
Fcbruary the BBC (British Broad-
casting Corporation) reported:

““The new head of SriLanka’s
airforce, Oliver Ranasinghe, said
this month that his planes would
only attack ‘correct’ targets. De-
spite his statement, this (latest)
incident is unlikely to embarrass
the security forces. Over the past
two years, they have yet to ac-
knowledge or accept any respon-
sibility for the numerous attacks
on the lagoon, which have claimed
the lives of some two hundred
(Tamil) civilians.”

mnesly International in its

Report in February 1994
concluded: ““In the north scores
of civilians were reportedly killed
during the year by the security
forces, some apparently victims
of extra judicial executions, as
they attempted to cross the Kila-
lli lagoon from the Jaffna penin-
sula to the mainland... In some
cases, navy personnel reportedly
boarded boats and deliberately
killed civilian passengers who of-
fered no resistance. Civilians were
also reportedly targeted in repris-
al bombing raids on Jaffna.”

These systematic violations
of humanitarianlawby Sri Lan-
ka’s armed forces have been
coupled with thecontinued eco-
nomic blockade of the north
and pronouncementsby the Sri
Lanka President there is no
ethnicconflict. He hasdeclared:
“When a war is continuing
there is no law. What exists is
the race to kill.”

[ Swiss Federation of TamilAssociationsintervenes... |

continued from front page

facc detention, ill trcament,repealed arrests, torture and cven
dcath at the hands of the Sri Lanka authoritics.

You arc, no doubt, awarc that scveral non governmental organi-
sations rcaffirmed their opposition to returning rejected asylum
scckers Lo Sri Lanka at a special UNHCR mecting in Geneva on 29
Scptember 1993, Again on 6 Oclober 1993, an European Parliamen-
tary delegation which visited Sri Lanka told the Colombo Press that
“‘the current sitwation in Sri Lanka was not conducive for Westem
governments (o retum asylum scckers™

These views give the lie direct to the claims sometimes made on
behalf of the Sri Lanka government that ‘ the widespread human
rights abuses of the last few years have sharply declined and that
the Sri Lanka Government have taken measures to protect the
human rights of all its citizens as a result of pressure from bodies
such as Amnesty International and donor governments,” and
further that ‘“some 300,000 Tamils are resident in the Colombo
area and they together with other Tamils who live outside the
conflict zone of the north and east, are generally able tolive peacefully
without harassment from the majority Sinhalese population.”

he fact is that the human rights performance of the Sri Lanka

authoritics, far from improving, has dcteriorated during the
past scveral months. May we bring to your attcntion that Amnesty
Intcrnational itsclf, in a Report published in February this year (Al
Indcx: ASA 37/10/94) had this to say about the current situation in
the island:

““Thousands of Tamils are being arrested every month in
Colombo,most without any valid reason..The indiscriminate round
ups of people solely because of their ethnic origin and reports of
their treatment in custody is making members of the Tamil
community fearful that they are not safe to walk the streets of
Colombo.”

gain...Amnesty International has commented: *‘Little progress
was made in the prosccution of sccurity forces personncl

"It is legitimisation and negotiation
that unll rovide the Jaihwavs to a just
peace in the island of Sei Lanka - and
it isa just peace that will ereate the
climate for the return of Tamil asylum
soekers to their homeland"

allegedly responsible for committing human rights violations during
previous years... A former senior police officer who had left Sri Lanka
in 1992 returned in June 1993. He had becn wanted for questioning
in connection with the dcath from torture of a (Sinhala) lawyer,
Wijedasa Liyanaratchi in 1988 and had been summoned to appear in
court in April 1992. After his return, however, he was not required to
attend the court; instead he was given a senior position in government
service..”..

he continued failure of the Sri Lanka government to

take action against security forcesin respect of human
right abuses hasled to the well founded fear amongst Tamil
asylum seekers that the security forces can do whatever they
want and there is nobody to question them..

’

It has also been somctimes put about recently that ““the Sri Lankan
government has cooperated with UN bodics dealing with human
rights and has committed itsclf to a comprehensive programme of
human rights work at the March 1993 Scssion of the UN Commission
on Human Rights” and that this has crcated a climate for the return
of Tamil asylum scckers. But, again, may we say, respectfully, thatthe
facts arc otherwise. In its Fcbruary 1994 Report (ASA 37/09/94),
Amnesty has pointed out:* Many of the specific undertakings made
(by Sri Lanka) 1o the intcmational community for the protection of
human rights have yet to be implemented...”’

ay we respectfully say that instead of sending back

Tamil asylum seekers to face detention, torture and
deathin SriLanka, the Swissauthorities should use their not
inconsiderable influence and power, to persuade the Sri
Lanka government to address the underlying causes of the
conflict and recognise the right of the Tamil people to live in
their own home land, free from the oppressive rule of a
Sinhala dominated Sri Lanka government.Itis legitimisation
andnegotiation that will provide the pathwaystoa just peace
in the island of Sri Lanka - and it isa just peace that will
create the climate for the return of Tamil asylum seekers to
their homeland. Because unsurprisingly, Tamils, (like any

Lother people) would go home if they could.”
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Democracy continues in Sri Lankan Style [T ETT"
at Kathankkudy - stuff the ballot boxes!

AMuslim correspondent,A.H.
Macan Markar writing in the
Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sun-
day Times on 13 March 1994
about the local government elec-
tions held on 1 March in the East
- elections which were described
by Rev.Father Miller as a ‘joke’-
exposed the grim farce:

booth to line up in a corner. They
wercasked to stand with theirhands
up and [aces to the wall. And there
was no resistance offered as the

In the next 20 minutes the
policemen went about marking
ballot papers and stuffing them
into the ballot boxes. This same
police routine was carricd out in

g e niCoEe Nl et two more polling stations nearby.

ers were still waiting to cast their
ballot, a police jeep drove upto the
booth. (in Kathankudy)The con-
stables who got out were in uni-
form and were armed. They pro-
ceeded to fire a round of shots in
the air, the result of which led
many men and women wailing to
vote to disperse. Thereafter the
policeman got the presiding, the
junior presiding officer and the
rest of the people working at the

And in one of them, there was a
presiding officer who fclt it was his
duty to protest. His question to a
policeman as to who had sent them
resulted in an answer socommonly
heard these days: ‘Orders from
the top.’

When cven after that the Presid-
ing Officer stood his ground and
objected to the impersonation of

police guns werce pointed at them.:

the votes, he was told by one of the
policeofficers that his family would
be harmed if he stood in the way.
The officer gave in. The policeman
marked more voles...

Ofcourse a problem surfaces
at this point, if one was to ask the
government to inquire into the
deeds of these policemen. And
why this is so is because of the
latest contribution by the United
National party in what it means
by good government: the recent
pardon by President D.B.-Wije-
tunga of two men found guilty of
attempting to kill a person; and
the Attorney General’s Depart-
ment dropping a case against a
politician now that he has joined
the ruling party... Soit is difficult
to expect democracy to be saved
by those in power.”’

or simply a Circus?

REeALPOLITIK OR THE LiMITS OF THE
‘New WorLp ORDER’?

“The LTTE’s world view today is one which has been
shaped by its experience firstly with India and secondly with
the West. Both experiences have taught the Tigers that all
direct and indirect intervention in the Sri Lankan ethnic
conflict would be designed to ultimately serve or strengthen
the unity and territorial integrity of the Sri Lankan state..

Itseemsto have become quite clearto them the West was very
keen to see the UNP government stabilise itself through the
successful prosecution of the war supplemented ofcourse by
regular political initiatives... the LTTE’s present world view ..
was succinctly expressed by Pirabakaran in a speech he made to
the Black Tigers.

Hesaid: ‘... We stand alone. We stand firm on our own feet.
Powerful enemies encircle us. They stand with great determi-
nation to destroy us... we must use all means and all powers

wage a war of defence. We cannot afford

toignore thisneed and necessity...’ ... The ramifications of the
LTTE’sstand are quite clear. The most important of whichis
going to be the inevitable tendency as the conflicts drags on
unresolved, to turn more and more towards theregion and to
explorethe possibility of exploiting itsentrenched contradic-
tions on the one hand and cultivating cross border Tamil
nationalismon the other.It may well turn out to be another case
where the writ of ‘the new world order’ may be utterly irrclevant
in determining the course of events.”’ (Taraki, ex PLOTE
ideologue, now turned regular columnist for the Sinhala
owned Sri Lanka Sunday Island, 13 March 1994)

TIGERS INTENSIFY OPERATIONS
IN NORTHERN THEATRE

““Tigerslast week intensified operations against the securi-
ty forces with a wave of attacks in the northern theatre of
operations. At lcast ten soldiers and policcmen werc killed and
over two dozen personnel wounded, some of them scriously, in
separate attackslate last weck. Defence analyst firmly belicve the
raids on Mannar island and the Kayts island were carricd out by
seabome Tiger special forces. At Tharapuram in the Mannar
island, Tigers stormed an isolated police post and shot dead
four personnel and wounded another dozen on Wednesday, 9
March... The ncxt day Tigers biew up an army vehicle close (o
Kayts island jetty, killing [our soldicrs and wounding 13 others
including four junior officers. Defence arialysts belicve that a

small Tiger unit had infiltrated the Kayts island to set up the
claymore mine which ripped apart the army vehicle Thursday
morming... Analyst speculate that the Tiger high command may
order a series of sea borne raids on Karaitivu, Eluvativu, Anala-
tivu, Nainativu, Mandativu, Kayts and Mannar island to harass
the security forces. While Tigers fought with the police on
Mannar island, separate groups of rebels struck Palaly and
Gemenupurakilling two more soldiers. A few others were wound-
ed. Military officials said that Tigers commenced serious attacks
against the army last month. The killing of six soldicrs and the
blowing up of a South African built Buffcl armourcd personnel
carrier (APC) in the strategic Weli Oya region late February was
the beginning they added. Last week another three soldiers were
killed in a skimmish in Pooneryn... Lack of sea patrols in the
disputed Jaffna lagoon has allowed the Tiger high command
to induct and deinduci men and material from and to the
Jaffna peninsula. The destruction of the Nagaventhurai navy
base last November had put an end to sea patrols.’’ (Sinhala
Journalist, Shamindra Fernando writing in the Sinhala owned Sri
Lanka Sunday Island, 13 March 1994)

A VIEW FROM THF ENEMWS CAMP

SRiI LANKA
ARMY IS GROWING LARGE IN SIZE BUT

NOT IN EFFICIENCY

‘‘The recent attack on the Brigade Headquarters of Weli
Oya (Mullaitivi) symbolised two important aspects of the
ongoing ... war, The inability and the unwillingness on the part
of the security forces to move out of their camps and conduct
anti-LTTE operations and Velupillai Pirabakaran’s presence
in the Weli Oya area. Wcli Oya isthe Sinhala tcrm given to the
Mullaitivu area. Last week the Sri Lankan security forces suf-
fered casualties in the districts of Mannar, jaffna, Vavuniya and
Weli Oya..itis clear that the army is growing large in size but
not in efficiency. Today whatis necded s forthe officers and their
men to break out of the camps in the north and conduct operations
or remain in the camps and suffecr casulatics. The history of the
northern theatre has been tragic where the northern theatre
commander has waited watching his camps from Mankulam
to Janakapura and Pooneryn and forward defence lines from
Katupota to Idaikadu being overrun by the enemy. If the
military leadership isunable to commence the war against the
LTTE particularly in an election year, the public are bound
to find fault with the political leadership of the country.’’ (A
Special Correspondent writing in the Sinhala owned Sri Lanka
Sunday Island, 13 March 1994)

HLOIPH  CHFUT DLOUGTF ~ F6)IQ 6N

Food for
Political
Thought

hc Economist News
paper Ltd. publica-
lion ‘Foreign Report’ said
on 27 January 1994:

¢‘Sri Lanka has called in
the American Secret Serv-
ice, which is charged with
the security of the (US)
President, to advise on pro-
tection for President Din-
giri Wijetunga. Britain’s
Scotland Yard, which the
Sri Lankan’s called to in-
vestigate the assassination
of a former security minis-
ter last April and was
thought by many in Colom-
bo to have botched the job,
was not asked.”

M:anwhile,] N.Dixit,
x Indian High Com-

missioner inColombo, ex Indi-
an Foreign Secretary and re-
garded by some as ex Indian
Viceroy of the Indo Sri Lanka
Accord, has now turned writ-
erinrctirement. Hiscomments
inthe Brahmin owned Madras
Hindu as retailed by the Sin-
halaowned Sri Lanka Sunday
Timeson 13 March 1994, pro-
vide some more food for polit-
ical thought:

Dixit oN
PIRABAKARAN

*“The overarching reality is
that... the LTTE has consoli-
dated its political position and
hold over Tamil politics in the
North and East. Whatever
one’s critical reactions to the
LTTE leader, Pirabakaran., he
has transformed himself from
being a leader of a guerrilla
separatist force, to a folk
hero.. The military compe-
tence and effectiveness of the
LTTE have been sustained.”’

Dixit oN
WIJETUNGA

‘‘President Wijetunga
scems tobe resuming the stance
which the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment had between 1983 and
1986, giving lip service to the
necd for a political solution
while in substantive policy as-
suming an asscrtive military
and political stance against the
Tamils. There is a repetition of
the cliche of a ‘two track poli-
cy’ which most governments
often articulate in such a situ-
ation and try vainly 1o imple-
ment. One track is to take deci-
sivc military aclion against the
Tamil opposition, the second
track being that as the first op-
tion succeeds the pressure will
makc the Opposition willing for
a compromisc. This approach
is not likely to succeed.”’
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