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' “We launched our struggle for self
determination and political independ-
ence because of the systematic oppres-

our people by the Sri Lankan

‘sion of
state...” :
- Velupillai Pirabakaran,
Leader of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam |

Amnesty Slams Sri Lanka

A AR

March 1994 Published by the International Federation of Tamils

S

| Sti Lanka Government sources teII Sunday Observer:
| Canadians should solve
 their problems first

he Sri Lanka state controlled Sunday Observer reported on ,'
: 6 March 1994 on its front page under the banner headline
% ‘Canadians should solve their problems first’ that Sri Lanka
. President D.B.Wijetunge had told Cabinet Minister Thondaman
- that the North-East problem was ‘an internal matter’ and that
i ‘there was no useful role that foreign mediators such as the
& Canadians could play in this matter’. The Report continued:
& ““Government sources told the Sunday Observer that the Canadi-
. ans were themselves facing a serious ethnic problem in Quebec. ‘If

(IThousands of Tamils in Colombo arbitrarily
arrested by police & plain colthed personnel

CTorture & ill treatment of Tamils in custody
CITamil civilians in the North targeted by
Sri Lanka airforce

OSri Lanka Navy personnel deliberately killed
Tamil civilians at Killali

OJExtra judicial killings in north-east & south
[Harassement,death threats to journalists

ClLittle progress in prosecution of security
personnel for violations during previous years

OJUndertakings made by government for
protection of human rlghts not implemented

mnesty Internation
al in four reports re
easedin Januaryand

February (and widely circulat-
ed at the 50th Sessions of the
UN Commission on Human
Rights at Geneva in February/
March 1994) expressed its
grave concern at the human
rights situation in Sri Lanka.
Amnesty said:

"

The ase of Arulappu Jude, rulrajah

““Arulappu Jude Arulrajah was arrested on 2 October
. 1993 at about 1.30 a.m. from his lodge at Bambalapitiya, '
Colombo by armed men in civilian dress... Amnesty Interna-
. tionalinterviewed him during a recent visit to Sri Lanka and
. collected evidence suggesting that he had been held in two
. unauthorised places of detention in Colombo until he was
| transferred to the custody of the CID on 15 December 1993.
It also found that he had been tortured and ill treated at his

_ firstplace of detention which is though to be an army camp
by the sea, off Galle Road, Kollupitiya, Colombo. During
most of the two months he was held at this first place of
. detention, Arulrajah was blindfolded, with his hands and
Jeet chained and he was kept in a darkened room usually i
5* naked. He was regularly beaten and on one occasion he was .
. hung from a wooden pole suspended between two tables and §
= his genitals cut, possibly with a hacksaw... Arulrajah was
never told the reason Jor the detention nor was he brought
before a court or accused of having committed any crime.”’

‘“Thousands of Tamils are be-
ing arrested every month in Co-
lombo, most without any valid rea-
son. The government says there
were 15,000 arrests in Colombo
under emergency legislation be-
tween 1 June and 31 December
1993.. ..The true number of ar-
rests may be higher if people were
arrested without the necessary
paper work being completed.. The

AR
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«  ‘““Amnesty Internationalis calling for an end to secretand small number of cases in which
. illegaldetention of peoplein SriLanka. To date, the Govern- there appears to be any evidence
& ment has not responded to reports received by Amnesty i of wrong doing is high lighted by
é International that people have been held at a secret place of #; hcfactthatoutofthetotal 15,711
. detention located by the sea off Galle Road, Kollupitiya, arrests in only 17 (0.11%) cases
. behind the Indian High Commission and the American have charges so far been laid..

&2 {nformation Centre, thought to be an army camp. Nor has ?g In many cases families who
. it responded to reports that he was tortured in military : havenotbeennotified of the arrest
% custody during his period of illegal detention.’’ (Amnesty g dcsperalcly search for their miss-
; Report, ASA 37/13/94, February 1994) ingrelative, fcaring they have ‘dis-

B appcarcd’ The army and armed

e

Networking to sccure

laureates in August 1983.

& they cannot solve their own problems, we are sceptical about
i their help to us,’ a senior government official said.”’

his latest rejection by Sri Lanka of a mediation offer
follows upon its rejection of the offer made by four nobel

STt

groups working with the govern-
ment have abducted some pcople
and held them in secret places of
detention for uplo two and a half
months, where they have been tor-
tured before being dumped on the
side of the road or transferred to
police custody... Some agencies
routincly beat dctainecs to extract
confessions... Afllerbeingreleased
theyarc atrisk of being repeatedly
re arrcsted, most likely to be re-
leased each time without charge
and without ever knowing why
they were detained..

he indiscriminate round

ups of people solely be-
cause of their ethnic origin and
reports of their treatment in
custody is making members of
the Tamil community fearful
that they are not safe to walk
the streets of Colombo.

The way in which people are
being arrcsted and detained is rem-
iniscent of the manner in which
thousands of pcople were detained
in the south between 1988 and
1990... The way in which pcople
have been recently abducted in
Colomboby army inciviliandress,
blindfolded with their own shirts
andtaken away in unmarked vehi-
clestoscerctlocations where they
have been tortured is a particular-
ly chilling ccho of the pasit...

..impunity remained a major
obstacle to the long term im-

mternatlonnl rccogmtlon of Tamils’ right to seclf detcrmmntlon

HI01DH BHFUI DT FiallgH6iT

provement of human rights.
‘‘..impunity remained a major
obstacle to the long term improve-
ment of human rights. Little
progress was made in the prosecu-
tion of security forces personnel
allegedly responsible for commit-
ting human rights violations dur-
ing previous years.

..A former senior police of-
ficer who had left Sri Lanka in
1992 returned in June 1993. He
had been wanted for question-
ingin connection with the death
from torture of a (Sinhala) law-
yer, Wijedasa Liyanaratchi in
1988 and had been summoned
toappearin courtin April 1992,
After his return, however, he
was not required to attend the
court; instead he was given a
senior position in government
service..

any of the specific un

dertakings made to the
international community for the
protection of humanrights have
yet to be implemented...

Although the government un-
dertook to remove from Emergen-
¢y Regulations any regulation
which has no bcaring on public
sccurity concemns, ithas since prom-
ulgated new recgulations with no
apparcnt conncction 10 public se-
curity... The government has said
that changes made to the Emer-
gency Rcegulations in June 1993

continued on page 2
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Arulappu Jude Arulra

jah was arrested on 2
October 1993 at about 1.30
a.m. from his lodge at Bam-
balapitiya, Colombo by armed
men in civilian dress.

Arulrajah was never told the
reason for the detention nor was
he brought before a court or
accused of having committed
any crime - because the only
‘crime’ that he had committed
was that he wasa Tamil. During
most of the two months he was
held at this first place of deten-
tion, Arulrajah was blindfold-
ed, with his hands and feet
chained and he was kept in a
darkened room usually naked.
He was regularly beaten and on
one occasion he was hung from
a wooden pole suspended be-
tween two tables and his geni-
tals cut, possibly with a hack-

Nadesan Satyendra

Arulappu Jude Arulrajah was,
ofcourse, not the only Tamil to
suffer in this way at the hands of
the Sri Lanka authorities. Amnes-
ty reported last month that ‘‘thou-
sands of Tamils are being arrested
every month in Colombo, most
without any valid reason...The way
in which pcople have been recently
abducted in Colombo by army in
civilian dress, blindfolded with
their own shirts and taken away in

strafing and more, the Defence
Minister told me it was a pity I
had not been shot. That’s the
mentality you are dealing with -
human rights is not an idea with
much currency for the Sri
Lankan government. Quiet di-
plomacy is not an option for our
policy in Sri Lanka...”’

he British Refugee Council
publication Sri Lanka Mon-

Timor - comments which are
equally applicable to the situa-
tion of the Tamil people in the
island of Sri Lanka:

““When governments pretend
not to notice suffering, to whom
can peoples.. turn for help?

The United Nations? Alas, the
deeper you delve, the redder the
faces. The cynicism of realpolitik

The cynicism of realpolitik

unmarked vehicles to secret loca-
tions where they have been tor-
tured is a particularly chilling echo
of the past..."”

B ut, then again, recent events
in Colombo are nothing
new. As long ago as June 1983,
Mr.Timothy J.Moore of the Aus-
tralian Section of the Intemational
Commission of Jurists wrote:

“The author accepts that it is
the almost universal practice of
the (Sri Lanka) military author-
ities to physically assault and mis-
treat those persons who have
been in their custody... (and) that
this treatment is.. carried out on
a systematic basis...”’

Today, whilst Tamils in Co-
lombo and other Sinhala areas are
arbitarily arrested and tortured, Sin-
hala forces who dare not setfooton
the Tamil homeland in the North,
have taken to the skies to rain
terror on the Tamil people. Here
again, there is no lack of reports
and statements by Amnesty and
other independent observers.

n 7 November 1990,

Deanna Hodgin, a jour-
nalist from Insight Magazine
wrote to Congressman Gus Yat-
ron, Subcommittee on Human
Rights, Washington:

‘I attended a press conference
where (Sri Lanka) Defence Min-
ister Ranjan Wijcratne told the
press that there had been no civil-
ian casualties despite heavy bomb-
ing. When I volunteered that I
had seen many bomb-blasted
bodies, and many hundreds of
people injured by helicopter

itor commented in July 1993:
“Over 1,000 civilians have been
killed in the three years bombing of
Jaffna.. Daily life in Jaffna is
conditioned by the distant drone
of aircraft engines and the run to
the bunkers behind almost every
house. There were no warnings,
no air-dropped leaflets announc-
ing operations. Why should there
be? After all no one is watching
... There will be no international
protest or outcry’’

This year on February 28 at the
50th Sessions of the UN Commis-
sion on Human Rights 18 Non
Governmental Organisations in-
cluding Intemnational Educational
Development, Pax Romana, Cen-
tre Europe Tiers Monde, Survival
International,and Organisation
Mondiale Contra la Torture, de-
clared in a joint statement:

“‘For the past ten years this Com-
mission has heard hundreds of
statements raising grave concer...
During recent months the Sri Lan-
ka government has intensified its
indiscriminate aerial bombardment
of the North of the Tamil home-
land and the three year old eco-
nomic blockade continues.”’

undreds of reports by hu

manrights organisations
and hundreds of expressions of
concern - but to what end? More
reports and more expressions of
grave concern?

Amnesty in a full page adver-
tisement in the London based
Guardian on 12March 1994 com-
mented on the cynicism of real-
politik in the context of East

Amnesty

continued from front page

were madc taking into consideration the recommendations of the Centre
of Human Rights at the University of Colombo and other human rights
organisations. However, the regulations have not yet been completely
revised and many of the recommendations for revision of arrest and
detention procedures made to the government by international and local
human rights organisations have not been incorporated..

In the north scores of civilians were reportedly killed during the
year by the security forces, some apparently victims of extra judicial
executions, as they attempted to cross the Kilalli lagoon from the
Jaffna peninsula to the mainland... In some cases, navy personnel
reportedly boarded boats and deliberately killed civilian passengers
who offered no resistance. Civilians were also reportedly targeted in

reprisal bombing raids on Jaffna..

There were continuing reports of harassment and death threats issucd
to journalists in the south. Igbal Attas reccived repeated death threats
afier he criticised (Sri Lanka’s) military operations in the north in
October.. Two further journalists were threatened after publishing on the

samc¢ matter”’

HI01pdH BHFUI eNeF FiallgHeiT

extends even to the UN Commis-
sion on Human Rights...

When Amnesty attended the
Commission in Genevalastmonth
to urge action on Indonesia and
East Timor, we met only embar-
rassment. The governments to
which we spoke repeated what
they have been promising us for
thirty years: they will pursue a
policy of ‘quiet diplomacy’”’

o Amnesty’s question, to

whom can a pcople turn
when governments (around the
world) pretend not to notice their-
suffering, Tamil Eclam leader Ve-
lupillai Pirabakaran provided the
answer on Maha Veerar Thinam in

November 1993 when he said that
they can only turn to themselves.
His words bear repetition yetagain:
“..we are fully aware that the
world is not rotating on the axis
of human justice. ...Internation-
al relations and diplomacy be-
tween countries are determined
by theself interest of each coun-
try. Therefore we cannot expect
an immediate recognition of the
legitimacy of our cause by the
international community. But at
the same time we must agitate for
that recognition... In reality, the
success of our struggle depends
on our own efforts, on our own
strength, on our own determina-
tion...”’

It was the late Sathasivam
Krishnakumar, the charismatic in-
tellectual and man of action of the
LTTE, who used to say with a
smile: ‘“You know, you can wake
up someone who is asleep, but it is
much more difficult to wake up
someone who is pretending to be
asleep.” The Tamil people, by
their untiring efforts, by their
strength born from their suffer-
ing, and by their steadfast deter-
mination, can (and will) make it
moreand more difficult, for those
who pretend not to see, to persist
in their pretence with any degree
of credibility. And there will
come a time when the same real
politik thatrenderssome ‘blind’
today, will press upon them the
need to ‘wake up’ to the justice of
the Tamil cause.

18 NGOs rebuke
Sri Lanka at UN

18 Non Governmental Organisations including International

Educational Development,Pax Romana,Centre Europe Tiers Monde,
Consejo Indio Sud America, ,Internet, Survival International, ITW-
GIA, Organisation Mondiale Contra la Torture, and American
Association of Jurists commented on Sri Lanka’s continued intran-
sigence in a joint statement at the 50th Sessions of the UN Commis-
sion on Human Rights on 28 February this year:

““The Sri Lanka government has rejected a number of offers
to mediate including one made in August 1993 by four Nobel
laureates. The government continues with its military operations
against the Tamil people and the Sri Lanka President continues
to insist that there is no ethnic problem.”’

The 19 NGO Joint Statement added: ‘‘For the past ten years
this Commission has heard hundreds of statements raising grave
concern at the failure to resolve the armed conflict in the island
of Sri Lanka. Yet the conflict continues and innocent lives
continue to be lost.

During recent months the Sri Lanka government has intensi-
fied its indiscriminate aerial bombardment of the North of the
Tamil homeland and the three year old economic blockade
continues. Since the last session of the Commission, several
hundred Tamils have been arrested in the East of the Tamil
homeland by Sri Lanka’s military and para military forces and
many have ‘disappeared’. Recent Amnesty reports confirm that
in Colombo thousands of young Tamils have been arbitrarily
arrested and detained.

Al the samctime the Sri Lanka government plans to hold local
government clections in the East on 1 March at a time when scveral
thousands of Tamils have ben displaced from the East (sce Report E/
CN/4/1994/44/Add.1) and have sought refuge in the North of the
Tamil homcland.

In our view the situation in the island is extremely serious and
demands the urgent attention of the Commission. Werequest the
Commission to adopt a resolution calling upon the two parties to
the conflict, the Government of Sri Lanka and the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, to enter intoa ceasefire and to commence
negotiations with a view to establishing peace in the island and
securing the right of self determination of the Tamil people.

_—
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Parliamentary Rally

rranged for 19 Janu-
ary, 1994 by the Tamil Expa-
triates British Parliamenta-
ry Campaign, was cancelled a
few days before the event.
Mr.A.C.Shanthan, Secretary
of the International Federa-
tion of Tamils, wrote on 21
January 1994 to key mem-
bers of the UK Parliament,
inviting their support for the
Tamil struggle for self deter-
mination. The letter read:

‘““We send herewith an Ap-
peal which we had intended pre-
senting at the Parliamentary Rally
which had been organised for 19
January by the Tamil Expatri-
ates British Parliamentary Cam-
paign. Weregret thatin the event,
the Rally was cancelled.

We are mindful that there
are many ongoing conflicts in
the world today and the ques-
tion may well arise in some
minds as to the extent to which
Members of Parliament in the
United Kingdom may usefully
concern themselves with issues
in an island more than 7000
miles away. We suggest that
there may be three frames in
which you may want to consid-
er the matters connected with
the conflict in the island of Sri
Lanka.

At one level, Tamils living in
thiscountry, even those who may

have become British citizens,
have a natural concern about that
which is happening to their rela-
tions and friends back in the is-
land. Again, even those Tamils
who arrived in this country many
years ago may have planncd to
g0 back and retire in their land of
birth and they may be concerned
that the conflict in the island has
rendered it impossible for them
to return. All this contributes to
a legitimate constituency level
interest by Tamil voters - interest
which finds expression in the
representations they makcto their
Members of Parliament.

here is a second level.

The arrival of more than
150,000 Tamil asylum seekers
in Europe is matter of concern
to the British government and
to other governments in the Eu-
ropean Community. The con-
tinuing conflict in the island
has led to an increase in the
number of asylum seekers and
their continued presence in
Europe. Unsurprisingly, in re-
cent times, member countries

of the Community have evinced
an interest in exploring ap-
proaches to a just resolution of
the conflict in the island.

There is also a third level. The
influx of asylum seekers is but an
illustration of the larger political
reality of inter locking structures
in an increasingly small world.
Instability anywhere tends to threat-
en stability everywhere. It is the
recognition of this need to secure
stability that has led the Aid Con-
sortium, meeting annually in Paris
during the past several years, to

prop up the Sri Lanka government

by granting aid - recently to the
tune of 30 billion rupees. This is in
the context of the Sri Lanka gov-
emment’s defence budget this year
of 25 billion rupees. Again, con-
flicts and large defence budgets are
not without theirattractions to those
concemed in the world wide arms
trade.

e also believe that it

would be wrong to look
at the conflict in the island of Sri
Lanka as one of a kind. It is not.
The conflict in the island is not
dissimilar to emerging struggles
for self determination in the In-
dian sub continent and for that
matter in many other parts of the
globe. During a 30 year period
from 1945 to the mid 1970s, the
United Nations expanded from
around 50 members to around
150. This was the result of the
success achieved by several colo-

nial struggles for independence.
Since then we have been seeing
something somewhat different.
Nations which had been joined
together and ruled by the coloni-
al conqueror, to suit his adminis-
trative convenience, now strug-
gle for their own independence.
The 1990s may well come to be
seen as the decade of post coloni-
al struggles for independence.
National identities have proved
to be enduring. We believe there
is a need to address the issue of
putting in place new constitu-
tional structures which on the
one hand recognise existing na-
tional identities and which on the
other hand address the question
of how these separate mational
identities may associate with one
another on equal terms.

he island of Sri Lanka is a

case in point. In 1879, the
British Colonial Sccretary, Sir
Hugh Cleghorn in a Minute said:
“Twodifferentnations, from a very
ancicnt period, have divided be-
tween them the possession of the
Island: the Sinhalesc inhabiting

International Federation of Tamils writes to key UK MPs

“Legitimisation and negotiation will
provide the pathways to peace”

the interior in its Southern and
Western parts from the river Wal-
louwe to Chilaw, and the Mala-
bars (Tamils) who possess the
Northern and Eastern Districts.
These two nations differ entirely
in their religion, language and
manners.” Though the British
arrived in the island in 1795 it
was only in 1833, that the Tamil
homeland was amalgamated for
the first time with the rest of the
island for the administrative con-
venience of the ruler.

With the departure of the Brit-
ish in 1948, the emergence of a
separate Tamil national identity
was consolidated by the actions
of a Sinhala majority which re-
garded the island of Sri Lanka as
the exclusive home of Sinhala
Buddhism and the Tamil people
as ‘outsiders’ who were to be
assimilated within the confines
of an unitary Sinhala Buddhist
state.

t is not our purpose to re

er in any great detail to
the rise of the Tamil armed
resistance as a response to dec-
ades of oppressive rule by a
dominant Sinhala majority
within the frame of an unitary
constitution. This will appear
from the annexures to this Ap-
peal which we trust that you
will have the time and the incli-
nation to peruse.

Here, we would like to invite
your particular attention to the
Joint Statement made by 15 Non

"“Large defence budgets are not without
their attractions to those concerned in
the world wide arms trade"

Governmental Organisations
with consultative status at the
United Nations Commission on
Human Rights on 8 February
1993.. We seek your support for
the views expressed by these 15
NGOs that ‘’the Tamil popula-
tion in the North - East of the
island of Sri Lanka are a ‘peo-
ple’ with therightto freely choose
their political status”™.

We believe that such rec
ognition will pave the
way for direct talks between
the two parties to the armed
conflict, namely the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam and the
Government of Sri Lanka and
for the resolution of a conflict
which has taken an increasing-
ly heavy toll in human lives and
suffering during the past ten
years and more - and which
threatens to take an even great-
er toll in the months ahead.

We believe that it is legitimi-
sation and negotiation that will
provide the pathways to peace
in the island of Sri Lanka.

Tomil Eelom Justice Division infroduces
revised Thesowalamai Code

he Administration of Justice Division of Tamil Eelamhas
introduced arevised ‘Thesawalamai Law of Tamil Eelam’
with effect from 1 December 1993.

Mr.S. Thiagarajah writing from Tamil Eelam says: ‘“Thesawalamai is
acombination of two words - ‘thesa’ means country and ‘walamai’means
custom ... Dutch Governor Simons in 1704 instructed Claasz Isaacsz to
inquire into the customs of the Tamil inhabitants... as it existed and to
compile them... In 1708 these customs were promulgated by the Dutch
Governor as law... After the Dutch settlements were ceded to Britain, by
Regulation 18 it was declared that the Code of Customs commonly
called Thesawalamai should be considered to be in full force... Since then
the Code of Thesawalamai remained unchanged inspite of many changes
in customs.. (However today ) socio political, economic and cultural
changes (have)... necessitated changes... to the law of Thesawalamai.”’
Some of the changes introduced in the new law .. relate to the long felt
need to give independent status for women. Section 19 of the new Law
states that married women are independent like men and that they can
dispose of their property and their half share of property acquired during
the subsistence of the marriage (thedia thetam) , without the consent of
their husband. Earlier, once married, any sale, mortgage or donation of
any property belonging to the wife required the consent, in writing, of the
husband. Again Section 21 of the amended Thesawalamai law entitles
a woman 1o sue in any court of law without joining her husband, as was
required in the past.”’

.and Tomil Eelom’s 6th District Court
established at Mullativu

he 6th Tamil Eelam District Court was opened in early

January at Puthukudiyirrupu in the Mullativu District.
Mr.Para, the Head of the Administration of Justice Division, presid-
ed over the function. The national flag was hoisted by the Special
Commander of the LTTE for Mullativu, Mr.Solomon.

.whilst, ‘Rule of Law’ in the Sinhala
South confinues in Sri Lanka Style

wo men who had been found guilty of attempted homicide

were recently pardoned by Sri Lanka President D.B. Wije-
tunga. The two men, one of them a politically inclined businesman with
influence at the Kuliyapitiya Police had ignored or blatantly defied a
series of warrants from the Kurunegala High Court Judge. The Kuliya-
pitiya Police reportedly took little or no action to arrest and produce them
before court to face justice for the attiempted murder of an ayurvedic
physician. In the light of reports that the two convicted men were openly
moving around Kuliyapitiya while police tuencd a blind eye, the High
Court Judge who was hearing the appeal, directed the Registrar of the
court to write to the Inspector General of Police regarding this bid to add
insult to injury. But events therealter took a different turn when it was
announced that the two convicts, whose appeal was still being heard in
court, had been granted a free pardon by Presidential decree. Rule of
law? What rule of Law?

US bosed llankai Thamil Sangam fells President
Clinton, key US Senate & Congress Leaders:

"“Recent intensified air raids on
Tamil civilians are revenge attacks"

Dr.N.JeyaIingam, President of the US based Ilankai Thamil
angam in a letter dated 9 February 1994 to US President
Clinton and several key US Senate and Congress leaders said:
*‘During the last few months the army offensive on the Tamil civilians
has intensified... You are aware of the recent setbacks that the Sri
Lanka armed forces suffcred at the hands of the Tamil rebels (LTTE).
Thesc intensificd recent raids on civilians are belicved to be revenge
attacks.... this being an clection year, we belicve that the Sri Lankan
government will incrcase military actions to sccure southern (Sinha-
la) volcs.... The Sri Lanka Government refuses to have direct talks
with the LTTE... (it) has also rcjected several offers of international
mcdiation. I am enclosing herewith a copy of the statement made
at the annual hearings of the UN Commission on Human Rights by
agroup of 17 non governmental organisations, which describes the
| situation well.”” )
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ev Fr.Harry

Miller says in Batticoloa:

Times

ight win"

“I keep telling people this election i
a joke, but nobody is laughing”

he Indian Express Cor

respondent visiting Bat-
ticaloa in the East of Tamil
Eelamreported in the Sinhala
owned Sri Lanka Sunday
Timeson 27 February: ‘I keep
telling people this election is a
Joke, but nobody is laughing,’
says an angry Rev Fr.Harry
Miller wholeft hisnative Amer-
ica over half a century ago to
teach atthe local collegein this
Eastern coastal town. Today
very much a part of the local
scene, Fr.Miller hitsout at what
he describes as a ‘travesty of
democracy’, an election he sees
as ‘another danceon the stage.’

The Reportcontinues: ‘Nowhere
in the eastern province is the local
poll scheduled for March 1 being
criticised as in Tamil dominated
Batticaloa, sadly berefet of a lead-
ership. ‘The good men have all run
away (o escape being forced to par-
ticipate’ says a local citizen.
Fr.Miller agrees dismissing the
candidates in the fray as being of
no significance to provoke LTTE
reprisals. People, he says, will be
pressured by the army to vote and
therefore unlikely to be termed an
unfriendly act by the LTTE...”

During the last week of Feb
ruary, the Quisling EPRLF
Secretary General, who some
months ago declared that the Sri
Lanka government was ‘our only
hope’, (unsurprisingly) complained
to the Sinhala Sri Lanka Election
Commissioner that the Sinhala Sri
Lanka Amy and the Sinhala Spe-
cial Task Force were attempting to
influence the electoral process in
the East in the run up 10 the local
governmentelections scheduled for
1 March - presumably in the hope
that the ruling Sinhala establish-
ment will somehow heed his cries
for help.

The Quisling EPRLF memoran-
dum stated: ‘‘Last weck a senior
army officer while addressing the
grama niladaris in Batticaloa in
the presence of the Additional Gov-
ermnment Agent acted in an intimi-
dating manner accusing them of
being supporters of the LTTE. This
was widely reported in the media.
He threatcned them with punish-
ment if polls did not take placc in
their respective grama niladari di-
visions... In the districts of Batti-
caloa and Trincomalee, thc army is
directly involved in assisting UNP

candidates and in doing everything
in ensuring their victory...

In many arcas in the Batticaloa
District, search and cordon opcra-
tions are immediately followed by
the UNP candidates securing the
release of those rounded up by the
army. This is clearly a drama stage
managed to gain popularity for the
UNP candidates...

BALLOT PAPERS IN
ARMY CAMP!

In Muttur a significant por
tion of ballot papers have
not been distributed and are be-
ing kept in the army camp. The
local populace have been instruct-
ed to report to the army camp on
the moming of the polls and to
collect the ballot papers. The in-

HI01pdH BHFUI eNeF FiallgHeiT

tention is stark clear and needs no
further elaboration... In addition to
the above, you are no doubt aware
of the theft of thousands of ballot
papers in certain areas of Vavuni-
ya, Batticaloaand Chenkaladi. Here
again the intentions are obvious.”’

otto be outdone, the TULF

Administrative Secretary
instead of appealing to the Sinhala
Commissioner of Elections, com-
plained to the Sinhala owned Sri
Lanka Sunday Times on 27 Febru-
ary that the security forces and the
police were compelling the people
to cast their ballots and that most
people might do so due to fear of
reprisals (from the security forces).
He accused the UNP of trying to
manipulate the majority Tamil vot-
ers who were against the polls.

VOTE FOR THE
LESSER ROGUE!

Meanwhile, the Sinhala owned
Sri Lanka Sunday Times urged
editorially on 27 February under
the heading ‘Sunrise for East’(!):

‘“We callupon the right think-

ing people of the East to be calm
and excerise their fundamental

rights for the common good of
all. Even if all are bad, there is a
moral duty to vote for the lesser
rogue because otherwise the big-
ger rogue might win...”

This, after all, was Sinhala
perception of sunrise for the east!

GuUARDIAN REPORT
And after the polls,Sinhala

journalist, Amal Jayasing-
he dutifully reported in the London

Guardian on 3 March:

““Sri Lankan voters defied the
separatist Tamil Tiger guerillas and
elected other Tamil groups to run
councils that are to take over from
the military. The polls held on
Tuesday were to elect 431 repre-
sentatives to 40 local councils in
the east and north. Results yester-
day showed that three Tamil mili-
tary groups won 13 councils, The
ruling United Natioanl Party won
18 councils while the opposing
SriLanka Freedom Party of the
former Prime Minister, Srimavo
Bandaranaike, won three.”’

Amal Jayasinghe’ssilenceon
the way in which the elections
had been conducted, served
only to undermine the credibil-
ity of the Guardian.

LITE releases two
Sri Lanka POWs

n Thursday 24 February, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil

Eelam released two Sri Lanka prisoners of war who had been
held in custody in Jaffna since June 1990. The two policemen, A J.M.—
Chandrasekera and E.W. Thilakaratna Bandara were handed over to
Rev.Fr.Alfred Alexander, a special representative of Dr.Nicholas Mar-
cus Fernando the Archbishop of Colombo. Rev.Fr.Alfred Alexander
arrived in Point Pedro on Wednesday, carrying a letter from the
Archbishop to the LTTE leadership seeking the release of the prisoners
of war. The Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday Island reported on 27
February 1994 that Rev.Fr.Alexander said: ‘“They were given to me by
Mr.Anton Balasingham’’ . The Island report continued: ‘‘Asked wheth-
er the Tigers imposed any conditions prior to the release he replied in the
negative. Rev.Fr. Alexander further said that the Tigers have said that
any fresh peace talks between the government and them must take place
in Jaffna. “They ruled out negotiations outside the peninsula’ he said
while adding that the Tigers have indicated their willingness to welcome
any person arriving in Jaffna for talks... Police Constable Chandrasek-
eratold theIsland that he was captured on June 13 199(.. He said that
he was treated well (in captivity).”’

Sti Lanka’s continues to
breach Geneva Convention

he Geneva Convention relating to non intemational

armed conlflicts provides that medical units and trans-
ports shall be respected and shall not be object of attack; that
the civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians,
shall not be the object of attack; that acts or threats of violence
the primary purpose of which is to spread terror among the
civilian population are prohibited; that starvation of civilians as
amethod of combat is prohibited; that it is prohibited to attack,
or destroy objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian
population, such as food stuffs, crops, and livestock; and that it
is prohibited to commit any acts of hostility against places of
worship. However Sri Lanka continues to breach these
provisionsofinternational humanitarian law with impunity:

The Kodikamam Hospital came under fire from a Sri Lanka
Air Force helicopter on 11 January at about 8.00 a.m. The
helicopter fired at random at the Mirusuvil-Kodikamam main
road, hitting the hospital as well. Some houses in the area and
the hospital were damaged.

On the same day, two Sri Lanka Puccaro planes bombed
Nedunkerni in the Muilativu District. Many houses and trac-
tors were damaged. A husband and wife, parents of four
childrendied on the spot. The deceased are M Jeyanathan (44)
and hiswife N.Vasantha (40). Another woman suffered serious
injuries. Harvested crops of tobacco and chilles worth around
Rs.200,000 were destroyed.

On 13 January, three Sri Lanka naval boats shelled the
Vadamaratchy coast from Munai to Valvettiturai for one hour
from about 5.45 a.m. Canon fire and 50 calibre gun fire were
directedwere directed indiscriminately at the sea shore and on
coastal residential areas. Fisherman abandoned work and
swam for safety to the coast. The Point Pedro Rural Hospital,
the Valvettiturai Hospital, several houses, a community centre
and some office buildings were damaged. Other villages along
the coast also suffered damage. Two persons died and five
others were injured. The injured were taken to the Manthikai
Hospital.

Meanwhile the Sri Lanka Army High Command has
Jorbidden the Red Cross from running vehicles in the night
Jrom 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. The Red Cross has to transport the sick
and injured, attend to health hazards in refugee camps and
undertake other humanitarian services in the wartorn North.
There areanumber of instances when aerial bombardment of
civilian dwelling areas has been carried out by the Sri Lanka
airforce. Shelling and helicopter strafing are a common
occurrence in the night and many Tamil civilians have died.
Itappearsthat the banimposed by Sri Lanka on the Red Cross
isadeliberate attemptto ensure that victims of indiscriminate
aerial bombardment and shelling in the night do not receive

proper medical attention.
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