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“We launched our struggle for self
determination and political independ-
ence because of the systematic oppres-
our people by the Sri Lankan

sion of
state...”

- Velupillai Pirabakaran,
Leader of the Liberation Tigers

of Tamil Eelam

T

World Council of Churches, American Association of Jurists, International Educational Development , International Association of Educators for

World Peace, International Indian Treaty Council,Consejo Indico de Sud America, Comision de Deeches Homonas de El Salavador, Commission for
the Defence of Human Rights in Central America, International Movement against all Forms of Discrimination and Racism,Action des Christians
Pour L'Abolition de la Torture,FIMARC, International Council of Women, Centre Europe-Tiers Monde, Servieiv Pax Justica America Latina, Pax
Romana, International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples, and World Christian Live Community, declare-

Tamils are a ‘people with the
right to self determination’

eventeen non govern

mental organisations

with consultative sta-
tus at the UN, including the
World Council of Churches,
the American Association of
Jurists and International Edu-
cational Development, de-
clared in a joint statement on
February 4 at Geneva:

““A social group, which
sharesobjective elements such
as a common language and
which has acquired a subjec-
tive political consciousness of
oneness, by its life within a
relatively well defined territo-
ry, and by its struggle against
alien domination, clearly con-
stitutesa ‘people’with theright
to self determination and in
our view, the Tamil population
of the north-east of the island
are such a ‘people’.”’

Earlier, Mr.Anton Ponraj of
the Swiss Confederation of Tamil
Associations and the Swiss Sec-
tion of the International Federa-
tion of Tamils presented a 50

page appeal by the Internation-
al Federation of Tamils to the UN
Commission on Human Rights.

The IFT Appeal detailed the
recent systematic aerial bom-
bardment of the Tamil homeland
and pointed out that during the
past two years and more the Par-
liamentary Select Committee
mechanism had been used by the
Sri Lanka government as a way
of avoiding direct talks with the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam.

The Appeal also pointed out
that the constitutional reality was
“‘that the unitary character of the
Sri Lanka constitution cannot be
changed except with a referendum
- and, this, Sinhala chauvinism
will not permit to be done’’ and
furthermore that the ‘‘Parliamen-
tary Select Committee prevari-
cates when it pretends to offer ‘fed-
eralism’ (with a nod and a wink)
without using the term ‘federal’ in
‘any manifest sense’!”’

The IFT Appeal quoted the
comment of the British Refugee
Council publication, the Sri Lan-
ka Monitor that ‘‘President
D.B.Wijetunga’srepeated assertion
in early September that there is no
ethnic problem in Sri Lanka only a

“It is our view that the peaceful and just
resolution of the conflict in the island
will not be furthered by a blanket catego-
risation of the armed resistance of the
Tamil people which arose in response to
decades of oppressive alien Sinhala

rule as ‘terrorism’.

....17.NGOs at UN in Geneva

Nctworking to sccure international reco

terrorist problem, already signalled
a new hard line consensus in the
South topursue the military option.”

IFT told the Commission ““that
recent events show that the Sri
Lanka government is, in truth,
engaged in creating a legitimis-
ing framework for a further gen-
ocidal onslaught on the Tamil
people’’ and urged the Commis-
sion to support the call made by
15 NGOs at the 49th Sessions last

year, for recognition of the right
of self determination of the Tamil
people in the north and east of
the island of Sri Lanka.

In a separate Appeal dated 1
February 1994 presented to the UN
Commission by the Australasian
Federation of Tamil Associa-
tions through its Secretary,
Mr.Ana Pararajasingham, the
AFTA urged that in order for the
human rights of the Tamil people

and for others in a similar situation
to be realised, the international
community must invoke the prin-
ciple of self determination as it
arises from persistent non fulfil-
ment of the rights of peoples who
have been subsumed into larger
states.

The 17 NGOs made their Joint
Statement on 4 February 1994 un-
der the agenda item on ‘The right
of peoples to self determination

continued on page 2

During recent months,
in retaliation for the

reverses suffered by the Sri
Lanka army at Pooneryn and
elsewhere, the Sri Lanka air
forcehasintensified itsaerial
bombardment of the Tamil
homeland. Temples, church-
es, hospitals and public offic-
es have been systematically

WE ARE COMMITTED
T0 WIPING OUT

TERRORISM!

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka bombers
rain terror on Tamil homeland

targeted. These attacks evi-
dence theintent of the govern-
ment to let loose a reign of
terror in violation of all legal
norms of armed conflict.Some
nine months ago,In July 1983,
the British Refugee Council
publication Sri Lanka Moni-
tor, commented that ‘over
1,000 civilianshave been killed
in the three years bombing of
Jaffna.’ Since then, hundreds
more Tamil civilianshavebeen
killed or injured.

WHAT DOES
HE MEAN?
HE MEANS THAT
1994 1S AN
ELECTION YEAR
- SO THE TAMILS
ARE GOING TO GET
HAMMERED AGAIN!

On the 12th of November
1993 the Jaffna Secretariat was
bombed. One person was killed
and over 25 injured. On the
13th of November, Sri Lankan
bombers attacked St. James
Church, one of the largest and
oldest Roman catholic church
in Jaffna. Ten persons were
killed and over 30 injured.

continued on page 3
- S e A
// - ~
/" “How
/ many deaths will \
[ it take till he knows \
| that too many people |
| have died? ... ‘
The answer, my |
\ friend, is blowing in
the wind. The answer /
\ is blowing in the
\ O wind.
\_  BobDylan //

nition of Tamils’' ri

ht to

self determination
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he battle of Waterloo

may have been won
on the playing fields of Eton.
But it will beidle to pretend
that the struggle for Tamil
Eelam will be won on the
playing fields of the UN Hu-
‘man Rights Commission in
Geneva.

Nevertheless, the Joint State-
ment by 17 non governmental
organisations at the UN Com-
mission on Human Rights on 4
February 1994 represents a wel-
come step forward in the long
marchto secure international rec-
ognition of the Tamil struggle
for freedom. The 17 NGO Joint
Statement succinctly spelt out the
legitimacy of the Tamil struggle :

““A social group, which shares
objective elements suchasacom-
mon language and which has ac-
quired a subjective political con-

e
:\$

Nadesan Satyendra

sciousness of oneness, by its life
within a relatively well defined ter-
ritory, and by its struggle against
alien domination, clearly consti-
tutes a ‘people’ with the right to
self determination and in our view,
the Tamil population of the north-
east of the island are such a ‘peo-

9

ple’.

f particular significance

was the Joint Statement’s
reference to the 1879
Cleghorn Minute
which recognised the
existence of two states
in the island prior to
the imposition of British rule.

In 1972, when the representa-
tives of the Sinhala people met
outside the Sri Lanka Parliament,
in Navarangahala and gave them-
selves an autochthonous constitu-
tion they broke the legal continuity
with the past. The result in law was
thatsovereignty reverted to the Tamil
people in their homeland. It was on
this issue that the Tamil leader
Mr.S.J.V. Chelvanayagam resigned
his seat in the Sri Lanka Parliament
and thereafter won a mandate from
the Tamil people for the establish-
mentof anindependent Tamil Eelam
state - a mandate later reiterated at
the 1977 General Elections.

n 1983, Mr. Timothy J.Moore

from the Australian Section
of the International Commission
of Jurists commented: “The propo-
nents of Tamil Eelam argue that
the northern and eastern of the
nine provinces of Sri Lanka coin-
cide with the historic boundaries of
the kingdom of Jaffna and argue a
case that seeks to establish that
sovereignty over these territories
was never ceded to any conqueror

Power and Principle

and that, even if such concession
had been made at any time in the
past, the unilateral renunciation of
links with the United Kingdom
which took place at the assumption
of Mrs. Srimavo Bandaranaikes’s
government in 1972, resuscitated
the Tamil sovereignty which had
merely lain dormant until then...
In the abstract theory of interna-
tional law, it would appear that the
Tamils have, at the very least, an
arguable case, and possibly, a sus-
tainable one...”

Mr.Moore was ofcourse right
to emphasise the ‘abstract’ and
‘theoretical’ nature of making a
case in international law. The

leader of Tamil Eelam, Velupillai
Pirabakaran, speaking on Maha
Veerar Thinam, in November 1993
addressed the concrete and practi-
cal political reality. Hesaid: ‘“‘We
are fighting for a just cause...
Our people are entitled to the
right to self determination... Un-
der international law this right
cannot be denied... (But) we are
fully aware that the world is not
rotating on the
axis of human
justice, ...In-
ternational re-
lations and di-
plomacy between countries are
determined by the self interest
of each country. Therefore we
cannot expect an immediate rec-
ognition of the legitimacy of our
cause by the international com-
munity. But at the same time we
must agitate for that recogni-
tion... In reality, the success of
our struggle...depends on our own
efforts, on our own strength, on
our own determination...”’

he Tamil struggle for free

dom is just because it arose
inresponse to decades of ever wid-
ening and deepening oppressive
alien Sinhala rule. It is lawful be-
cause every people have the right
to freely choose their political sta-

tus - and no people may seek to
rule another. It is lawful also
because Tamil sovereignty which
had lain dormant during the peri-
od of successive British and Sin-
hala rule, was resuscitated with
the break in legal continuity in
1972. The Tamil struggle for
freedom is principled because
the Tamil people do not deny the
existence of the Sinhala nation
butseek to associate with it freely
and on equal terms.

But, we have learnt on
the hard anvil of experi-
ence thatprinciple without pow-
er is powerless. We are not a
people of servile pleaders for
fairplay and abject supplicants
for justice. The armed resist-
ance of the Tamil people led by
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam reflects the marriage of
principle with power and lights
the way forward, difficult
though the path ahead may be.
But, history does not record
thatfreedom was ever served to
a people on a silver platter.
Again to seek change without a
willingness to suffer to bring
about that change, is but to is-
sue airy ultimatums without
sanctions. The success of our
struggle will depend on our own
efforts, on our own strength,
and, above all else, on our own
determination - and every
Tamil has a contribution to
make, however small or large
that may be.

At UN: Tamils are a ‘people with
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and its application to peoples un-
der colonial or alien domination or
foreign occupation’. Itfollowsupon
theJointStatementmade by 15NGOs
including Pax Christie and the World
Confederation of Labour in Febru-
ary 1993 which declared that “any
meaningful attempt to resolve the
conflict (in the Island) should ad-
dressits underlying causes and rec-
ognise that the armed struggle of
the Tamil people for self determi-
nation, arose as a response to dec-
ades of an cver widening and deep-
ening oppression by a permanent
Sinhala majority, within the con-
fines of an unitary Sri Lankan
state”.

TeXT oF 17 NGO JoINT
STATEMENT

“The armed conflict in the is-
land of Sri Lanka and the continu-
ing violations of humanitarian law
cause us deep and grave concern.

In March 1987, the Commis-
sion in a Resolution on Sri Lanka
called upon all parties to the armed
conflict in the island to respect
fully the universally accepted rules
of humanitarian law.

Six years later in February 1993,
at the 49th Sessions of the Com-
mission, 15 non governmental or-
ganisations in a joint statement
under agenda item 9 declared that
there was an ‘urgent need for the
international community to recog-
nise that the Tamil population of
the North and East of the island
were a people with the right to
frecly choose their political status’
and further that such‘ recognition

would prepare the ground for the
resolution of a conflict which had
taken such a heavy toll in human
lives and suffering during the past
several years.” However, today, an
year later, the economic blockade
imposed on the Tamil homeland
continues and Tamil civilians con-
tinue to be subject to indiscrimi-
nate aerial and artillery bombard-
ment by the Sri Lanka armed forc-
e K

The attacks on the Tamil
homeland have been coupled with
the declared opposition of the Sri
Lankan Government to the merg-
er of the North and East of the
island into a single administra-
tive and political unit.

After morc ithan two years
of deliberations, the Parliamentary
Select Committee mechanism has
failed to resolve the conflict and in
August 1993, Sri Lankarejected a
peace initiative submitted by four
Nobel Laureates.

Furthermore, the President of
Sri Lanka has declared in recent
months, on more than one occa-
sion, that there is no ‘ethnic prob-
lem’ in the island, but that there is
only a ‘terrorist problem’.

It is our view that the peaceful
and just resolution of the conflict
in the island will not be furthered
by a blanket categorisation of the
armed resistance of the Tamil
people which arose in response to
decades of oppressive alien Sin-
hala rule as ‘terrorism’. Itisalso
our view that there is a need to
recognise that the dcep divisions
between the Sri Lanka government

and the Tamil people cannot be
resolved by the use of force against
Tamil resistance.

The Tamil population in the
North and East of the island, who
have lived from ancient times with-
inrelatively well defined geograph-
ical boundaries in the north and
east of the island, share an ancient
heritage, a vibrant culture, and a
living language which traces its
origins to more than 2500 years
ago.

The 1879 minute of Sir Hugh
Cleghorn, the British Colonial
Secretary makes it abundantly
clear that:

“Two different nations, from
a very ancient period, have di-
vided between them the posses-
sion of the Island: the Sinhalese
inhabiting the interior in its
Southern and western parts from
the river Wallouwe to Chilaw,
and the Malabars (Tamils) who
possess the Northern and East-
ern Districts. These two nations
differ entirely in their religion,
language and manners.”

Before the advent of the British in
1833, scparatckingdoms existed for the
Tamil arcas and for the Sinhala areas in
the island. The Tamil pcople and the
Sinhalapcople were brought within the
confincs of onc statc for the first time by
the British in 1833. After the depar-
ture of the British in 1948, an alien
Sinhala people speaking a language
different to that of the Tamils and
claiming a separate and distinct her-
itage has persistently denied the rights
and fundamental freedoms of the
Tamil people.

SHOIPH CHFUI DLOUGTF GFi6)IQH6N
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defermination’

It was an alien Sinhala domination
which found expression in the disen-
franchisement of plantation Tamils, the
enactment of the Sinhala Only law, dis-
criminatory employment policies, ineq-
uitable allocation of resources to Tamil
areas, exclusion of eligible Tamil stu-
dents from Universities and higher edu-
cationand in genocidal pogromsin1958,
1977 and again in 1983.

At the sametime systematic state
aided Sinhala colonisation attempt-
ed to render the Tamil people a
subject minority in parts of their own
homeland. In 1946, there were 23,400
Sinhalese in the Eastern Province
constituting 8.4% of the population.
By 1981 this number had increased
tenfold to 234,000 and constituted
25% of the population of the Eastern
Province.

A social group, which shares objec-
tive elements such as a common lan-
guage and which has acquired a subjec-
tive political consciousness of oneness,
byitslife within arelatively well defined
terrizory, and by its struggle against alien
domination, clearly constitutes a ‘peo-
ple’ with the right to self determination
and in our view, the Tamil population of
the north-east of the island are such a
‘people’.

It is also our view that the
Secretary General should con-
sider invoking his good offices
with the aim of contributing to
the establishment of peace in the
island of Sri Lanka through re-
spect for the existence of the
Tamil homeland in the North-
East of the island of Sri Lanka
and recognition for the right of
the Tamil people to freely deter-
mine their political status.
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On the same day, in the after-
noon bombs were dropped within
the safety zone of the Jaffna Hos-
pital within the control of the
ICRC. Four persons were injured.
The Nanthavil Hindu temple at
Kokuvil was targeted on 13 No-
vember and the Vairavar Hindu
Temple at Varany bombed on 14
of November. More than 15 per-
sons were injured. The Killinochi
Hospital was bombed on 15 No-
vember. The maternity ward was
badly damaged. On the same day,
the Mullativu District hospital was
attacked by the Sri Lanka air-
force.

On 17 November 1993 in a
Joint statement, threereligious
heads in Jaffna, Bishop D.J.
Ambalavanar, Bishop Tho-
mas Saundranayagam and
Nallai Thiru Sampandar
Atheenam protested: “These
events are not just sporadic
occurrences but have beenre-
peated so often in the past that
we cannot but conclude it is
part of state policy against the
Tamils. A close statistical
study of the air raids carried
out by the Sri Lankan air-
force in the North will show
that the victims of the raids
have almost always been in-
nocent helpless civilians...
Whenthisisthe casehow could
any one avoid concluding that
thisis organised State terror-
ism.?”

However, despite these
protests,Sri Lanka’s acts of
‘state terrorism’ have contin-
ued without respite.

MANAL ARU BOMBED ON
29 DECEMBER

At about 8.40 a.m on Monday,
28 December 1993, two Sri Lanka
Airforce bombers dropped five
bombs in Alampil, a village in the
Manla Aru area. Five houses were
damaged. The Multi Purpose Coop
Society building was completely
destroyed. Siyamani Komala
(aged 4) and her brother Siyama-
ni Theepan (aged 12) were killed.
Another young girl Priya (aged
18) was also killed by the attack.

Sri Lanka bombers rain terror on

Tamil homeland...

Siyamani Jayaranjani (aged 8), a
sister of the deceased Komala and
Theepan, and who was taken to the
Killinochchi Hospital, later suc-
cumbed to her injuries and died.

CHURCH & SCHOOL BOMBED
IN CHAVAKACHCHERI ON
30 DECEMBER

Atabout 5 p.m. on Thursday 30
December 1993, Sri Lanka Air
Force planes attacked the centre of
Chavakachcheri town where the
market, Drieberg College and the
CSI Church are situated. As the
planes flew into Chavakachcheri,
they fired rockets in quick suc-
cession giving no time for people
to escape. Heavy damage was
caused to shop buildings. The
ThirukanthaPress which prints ala-
mancs was burnt. Having fired
over 15 rockets, the planes van-
ished over the horizon. Thereafter,
the people around and the Tamil
Eelam Police rescued the injured
and despaiched them to hospitals
in carts and bicycles.

The Church in the centre of
the town adjoining Drieberg’s
College was attacked. Mrs.Pamela
Indranee Lawrence, wife of the
Vicar of the Church, was killed in
the attack. Her husband who had
gone to Varany at the time of the
rocket attack escaped. The Church
building and the Vicarage were
badly damaged. Drieberg’s Col-
lege which is the oldest English
School in Thenmaradachy was
also attacked. The Principal’s of-
fice and a number of other school
buildings were badly damaged.

Six persons died on the spot
and three on admissiom to the
hospital. Their names are R.Aru—
mugam (60, male, goldsmith),
P.Balakumar (12, male, student),
R.Balan (60, male, cobbler), Valli
(55, female, gramseller), Pamela
Indranee Lawrence (48, female,
vicar’s wife), K.P.Perambalam (40,
male, shop employee) Munusami
(53, male labourer), Mohan (34,
male, farmer) and S.Krishnapillai
(70, male, farmer). Over 60 were

injured. Later,on 1January, one of
the injured, Athputharajah
Thileepan (aged 4) died at the Jaff-
na Hospital. His father, brother
and sister who were also injured in
the attack were still in hospital at
that time. On Thursday, 6 January,
S.Namasivayam, owner of the
Ambika Dispensary at Chavakach-
cheri and President of the Then-
maradachy Traders Association
succumbed to his injuries and died.
All were civilians.

KUMILAMUNAI BOMBED ON
31 DECEMBER

At about 10.15 a.m. on Friday,
31 December 1993, a Sri Lanka
Air Force Argentine made Pucca-
ro bomber dropped four bombs on
Kumilamunai in the Manal Aru
area. A young woman, Sutsuth-
ananthy was killed on the spot.
Two houses were razed to the
ground.

Meanwhile, on Wednesday, 29
December 1993 at the Jaffan Hos-
pital, a woman victim of the Sri
Lanka Airforce bombing on 5 De-
cember , succumbed to her injuries
and died. She was Aseerwatham
Ranee of Gurunagar, aged 43. died.
Twenty five civilians died in that
attack on Gurunagar and Passai-
yoor on 5 December. More than 70
were injured.

JAFFNA BOMBED AGAIN ON
5 JANUARY

Two Sri Lanka Argentine made
Puccaro planes flew into Jaffna on
Wednesday 5 January at about
10.30 a.m. and bombed the village
of Thavady. Three women and an
infant were killed. Their bodies
were torn and limbs and flesh were
strewn all over. The deceased were
S.T.Saras—wathy (aged 39), her
niece Santhini (aged 23),
Mrs.P.Selvaramam (aged 65) and
her grand daughter, M.Logiga
(aged 3). They were all displaced
person Thaiyiddy. Three houses
were completely destroyed. Sever-
al other houses were damaged. The
Thavady Sub Post Office and the
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office of the Grama Sevaka were
also badly damaged. A school was
in session within a hundred yards
from where the bombs exploded.
Fortunately no splinters hit the
school and the children escaped
without injuries.

ATCHUVELY SCHOOL BOMBED
ON 7 JANUARY

At about 11 a.m. on Friday, 7
January, a Sri Lankan helicopter
fired many rounds from 50 calibre
guns on the Atchuvely Maha Vidy-
alayam. The school was in session
at the time of the attack. As the
helicopter launched its attack, there
was pandemonium - students and
teachers ran to find shelter. Many
of the school buildings were dam-
aged. A bullet pierced the leg of a
GCE (0/L) girl student named
M.Rameenarani. She was taken to
the Jaffna Hospital.

THONDAMANARU STRAFED BY
HELICOPTERS ON 7 JANUARY

On the same day, at about 10
a.m. there were helicopter strafing
at Thondamanru in the Vad-
amartchy area. The Veerakathipl-
lai school was attacked. The chil-
dren and teachers escaped without
injuries but the school building
was damaged. Heli attacks also
took place in Navandil, Udupiddy,
Valvettiturai, Putur and Avarangal
villages on 7 January.

PRESIDENT WUETUNGA:
“WHEN A WAR IS CONTINUING
THERE IS NO LAW. WHAT
EXISTS IS THE RACE TO KILL.”

These systematic violations
of the Geneva Convention by
SriLanka’s armed forceshave
been coupled with the contin-
ued economic blockade of the
north and pronouncementsby
the Sri Lanka President there
isno ethnic conflict but simply
a ‘terrorist’ problem. He has
declared: “When a war is con-
tinuing there is no law. What
exists is the race to kill.”

hy
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Rajan Sriskandara]ah
comments editorially in
US based Tamil Volce:

WE roto
You SO

ight along we have

maintained that the In-
dian ordained Thirteenth Am—
endment to the Sri Lanka con-
stitution cannotresolve the eth-
nic conflict in the island. We
said this because Sri Lanka, as
constituted and designed by the
Jayawardene Constitution can-
not, even if they wanted to
(which ofcourse they do not)
transfer any power of govern-
ance to the Tamil people.

Section 2 of the Sri Lanka con-
stitution states, “The Republic of
Sri Lanka is a Unitary State”,
thus precluding any form of fed-
eralism. Section 3 states that “in
the Republic of Sri Lanka sover-
eignty is in the People (of Sri
Lanka)” and is “inalienable”
(cannot be transferred by them to
anybody). And section 83 makes
any change to these asphyxiating
clauses - IMPOSSIBLE! Any
change or alteration, requires a
“two thirds majority of the whole
number of members (of the Cen-
tral Sri Lanka Parliament) - in-
cluding those not present’” AND
“approved by the (Sinhala) Peo-
ple at a Referendum” AND “en-
dorsed thereon by the President.”

Thus came the Thirteenth
Amendment to satisfy all these
strangulatory provisions - and to
maintain the choke-hold of ma-
Jority (Sinhala) domination.

Nowthe Provincial Council sys-
tem, under this much touted but
toothless Amendment, is being
played out in Sinhala Sri Lanka,
mercifully without the Tamils hay-
ing to suffer its pain.

When the Southern and North-
Western Provincial Councils elect-
ed Chief Ministers not to the lik-
ing of those in power at the Cent-
er, their elections went unac-
knowledged by the quisling Gov-
ernors, whose mere existence, even
legally, was at the whim and fancy
of the almighty President. These
democratically elected assemblies
had to go the Supreme Court to
have their elections validated.
When they finally assumed office,
their funding was withheld, their
legislation annulled, and their

wia | executive directives nullified. In
4 short, all efforts, by those elected

to govern these Provinces, were
thwarted at every possible turn.
And now, as a final stroke, the

{ Southern Council has been dis-

solved by this almighty President.

If they would do all this to
theirown people, imagine what
they would have done to us.
Mind you, these are the very
same people, who would’nt
bomb or shell Sinhala towns or
villages even when they re-
belled, but are wantonly doing
it to us on a daily basis.
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Tamil civilians, both
young and old, men and
women, who bore the
brunt of the attack by Sinhala
thugs in 1958, 1977 and again in
1983, in Colombo and elsewhere
willremember the raised sarongs
of the gang leaders who led the
cowardly attacks. Today, in an
election year, Tamil bashing has
once again reached a crescendo -
it is, after all, the tried, tested
and time honoured way for Sin-
hala political leaders to stay in
power in Sinhala Sri Lanka.

On the one hand, Sri Lanka
bombers rain terror from the skies
on hospitals, churches, and schools
in the Tamil homeland, in revenge
attacks for the routs suffered by the
Sri Lanka armed forces at Poon-
eryn, Janakapura and elsewhere.
Sinhala thugs who dare not set foot
with any assurance of safety on
Tamil land, have now taken to the
skies to carry out their cowardly
carhage.

On the other hand, Sri Lanka
President D.B. (Ethnic Problem?
What Ethnic Problem?) Wije-
tunga is bent on feeding Sinhala
chauvinism with what it wants to
hear. His recent speeches indi-
cate that he is relishing the pros-
pect of riding Sinhala chauvin-
ism to UNP victory in the polls -
with his sarong metaphorically
tucked up.

In early January President Wi-
jetunga expanded on his theme of

SINHALA CHAUVINISM EXPOSES ITS TRUE FACE

"Our children should be able to claim that this country
is the Sinhalese land (Sinhala Deshaya)... every
country has a majority race... the majority community
in (Sri Lanka) are Sinhalese - therefore the Sinhalese
should govern the country”

says Sti Lanka President Wijetunga

Sinhala supremacy in an interview
reported in the Indian Express on 7
January. “Sri Lanka President Wi-
jetunga has dismissed the possibil-
ity of a special devolution of power
to the troubled north-eastern re-
gion of the island.. “I cannot allow
two or three classes of citizens. I
cannot agree to making minorities
super class citizens and the major-
ity second class citizens...”

erhaps not unnaturally,
Sinhala chauvinism,which
claims the right to rule the Is-
land, also regards devolution of
power to the North-East as mak-

TO LOOK OVER MY

COMMANDER

A VIEW EROM THE E"EMY,S MMP

SHOULDERS’’ SAYS SINHALA ARMY

““As an Armoured Corps Officer who commanded the Ar-
moured CorpsI felt thoroughly ashamed that my men from the
Armoured Corps permitted two of the best battle tanks to get
into enemy hands... Unfortunately whilst fighting the war I also
had to look over my shoulders and engage in other extraneous
issues outside my control which was a continuous source of
distraction..”” - Lt.Gen.Cecil Waidyaratne, from farewell speech
in Sri Lanka state controlled Sunday Observer, 2 January 1994

¢‘EXTRAORDINARY SITUATIONS REQUIRE EXTRAORDINARY
REMEDIES’’ - WHAT, AFTER ALL, IS A MASS GRAVE OR TWO!

‘“Mass graves and killing fields were generally associated with
the horror stories of the Hitlers, the Idi Amins, the Pol Pots and
other mad men. What a calamity that our thrice blessed land is
being branded in world headlines as a killing field, with the
discovery of mass graves at Suriyakande recently. It is a shocking
indictment on our whole society... . but.. the J.V.P. rebellion had to
be overcome. Extraordinary situations require extraordinaryrem-
edies.”” - Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday Times, 16 January 1994

¢*SINHALA SOLDIERS BEING TURNED OUT OF A
SAUSAGE MACHINE WITHOUT PROPER TRAINING”®

*“A former army chief, Dennis Perera says security forces suffer
from a chronic lack of political direction and soldiers are being
turned out of a ‘sausage machine’ without proper training...”’
London Guradian report on 19 January 1994

¢ A SEPARATE TAMIL HOMELAND WILL BE REALITY BY TURN
OF THIS CENTURY’’- FORMER SINHALA AIR FORCE CHIEF

‘““‘We seem to be bungling along’> Mr.Gunatileke (a former
Sri Lanka airforce chief) said. ‘“Our peace intitiatives have
failed. If we can’t sort this out by ourselves a separate Tamil
homeland will be a reality by the turn of this century.”
..Mr.Gunatileke says that the military has failed to maintain its
defences inside Tiger held territory let alone go on offensive
operations ...Prime Minister Wickremasinghe ... admits that the
lack of training is a problem...Defence spending in the coming year
is estimated at £285 million up from £259 million this year.’’-
London Guradian report on 19 January 1994

ing the Sinhala majority second
class citizens i.e. no longer first
class rulers.

Whatismore, according to Pres-
ident Wijetunga, ‘if the majority
race seeks the assistance of minor-
ity races for power, no fruitful ac-
tivity can take place.” President
Wijetunga expanded on this thesis
at a meeting at Kurunegala with
recent DUNF convert ex Minister
and Sinhala supremacist Premach-
andra by his side. Making a fer-
vent plea for the Sinhala people to
umite behind the ruling United Na-
tional Party he declared: “The
majority race should be safeguard-
ed for the livelihood of the minor-
ity races. When the tree is safe,
the vines can get entangled in it
and grow. If the majority race is
divided and it seeks the assist-
ance of minority races for power,
no fruitful activity could take
place.” (Sinhala owned Sri Lanka
Sunday Times, 30 January 1994)

So much then for sharing pow
er in a multi ethnic plural
society! President Wijetunga went
even further when speaking at An-
uradhapura, the old Sinhala capi-
tal. He told a UNP convention on 2
February: “Our children should
be able to claim that this country
isthe Sinhalese land (Sinhala De-
shaya). There are no races ac-
cording to Buddhism, but every
country has a majority race.
However much I try I can’t be-
come the Prime Minister of Eng-
land. Neither can I be the leader
of Japan, India or even Tamil
Nadu. They have their majority
races. In our country the major-
ity (Sinhala) race is divided be-
cause of elections. The major (Sin-
hala) political parties trust mi-
nority races and pledge to offer
them everything, whether it is
good or bad... Thousands (of
Tamils on the plantations) were
given citizenship due to thisbond-
age.” (Sinhala owned Sri Lanka
Island, 3 February 1994)

In February 1985 the United
Kingdom Parliamentary Human
Rights Group Reported: “We do
not accept... that there is any justi-
fication for denying civic and po-
litical rights to the million or so
Tamils of Indian descent who work
on the tea plantations.”

But to Sinhala chauvinism, the
citizenship rights granted belated-
ly, during the past few ycars, L0
Tamils on the plantations reflect

the ‘bondage’ of dependency of the
majority community on minority
voles to win power.

On 5 February, at election
rallies at Udunuwara and

Gampola in the Sinhala Central
Province he asserted aggressively
what has come to be known as the
KGB line (the Kandyan Goigama
Buddhist line): “The Presidential
election is due to be held. The
powerful UNP has selected me as
its candidate. I am watching in
which direction the people are
moving....The majority commu-
nity in this country are Sinhalese.
Therefore the Sinhalese should
govern the country. They gov-
erned the country in the past and
will do so in the future. The minor-
ities should assist and guide them.”

He threatened without too much
subtlety: “If we say that Eelam
should be given to the North and
the East and ask the Tamil people
in the South to go there what would
happen? What would they eat?
Only the sand of the earth. What
are the sources of revenue there?
North is not a fertile area, Every-
thing has to be sent from the South.
If food items were not sent there for
one day all theresidents there would
starve. Are there rivers and canals
in the North? Is there rubber, spic-
es, electricity, medicines in the
North? All this has to supplied
from the South.” He concluded
with a return to to his ‘clinging
vine’ theme: “Ifthe majority (Sin-
hala) community is not divided
the minority communities would
twine around the majority like
the vines around a sturdy tree.”
(State controlled Sri Lanka Sun-
day Observer 6 February 1994)

resident Wijetunga’s com

mentsaboutelectricity, food
and medical supplies to the North
expose the genocidal intent of the
economic blockade imposed on the
Tamil people by the Sri Lanka gov-
ernment during the past three years
and more. His espousal of the
‘clinging vine’ model for minor-
ities exposes the underlying psy-
che of Sinhala Buddhist chauvin-
ism which lays claim to the island
as a Sinhala Deshaya (land) and
which perceives the Tamil peo-
ple as ‘twining’ round the ruling
Sinhala majority.

That the executive head of the
so called democratic Sri Lankan
state should openly and brazenly
claim that the Sinhala pcople, be-
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cause they are a majority, have the
right to rule, gives the answer
direct to those non governmental
circles in the West and aid donors
who believed that the conflict in
the island may be resolved on the
basis of structures for a ‘multi eth-
nic plural society’. The harsh polit-
ical reality is there for all to see -
there is nothing multi-ethnic or plu-
ral about Sri Lanka’s body politic.

But ofcourse, President Wije-
tunga’s recent speeches do not say
anything new. Aslongagoas 1953
arch Sinhala Buddhist chauvinist
D.C.Vijayawardene wrote:*“ The
history of Sri Lanka is the history
of the Sinhalese race... The Sin-
halese people were entrusted 2500
years ago, with a great and noble
charge, the preservation... of Bud-
dhism.. The nation seemed de-
signed, as it were, from its rise,
primarily to carry aloft for fifty
centuries the torch that was lit by
the great World-Mentor (the Bud-
dha) twenty five centuries ago...”

In 1957, then Sinhala Opposi-
tion leader, J.R.Jayawardene de-
clared: “...The time has come for
the whole Sinhala race which has
existed for 2500 years, jealously
safeguarding their language and
religion, to fight without giving
any quarter to save their birth-
right... I will lead the campaign...”

President D.B.Wijetunga’s
recent statements there-
fore serve only to underline the
political reality that in the island
of Sri Lanka there are two peo-
ples, the Tamil people and the
Sinhala people; that each of these
peoples have a separate national
political consciousness; thateach
trace their origins to different
sources; and that it was continu-
ing oppressive alien Sinhala rule
thatled tothe rise of Tamil armed
resistance.

And, here, the words of the
leader of Tamil Eelam, Velupil-
lai Pirabakaran on Maha Veer-
ar Thinam in November 1993
will provide food for political
thought for all those concerned
with securing a lasting and just
peace in the island of Sri Lanka:
“I do not believe that there will
be a radical change in the hard-
ened attitude of Sinhala chauvin-
ism... Because of the rigid and
hardline attitude of Sinhala chau-
vinism, the creation of an inde-
pe'ndent state is the only path
open to the Tamil people. We
have no alternative other than to
proceed along that path.”
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