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_ Sri Lankan supersonic jets bomb
temples, hospitals, homes and
offices in Tamil homeland -

If this is not State
terrorism what is?

he military complex

built by the Sri Lanka
government at Pooneryn and
Nagathevanthurai to economi-
cally strangle the Jaffna Penin-
sula by blocking all communi-
cations between the peninsula
and the mainland wasover run
by the LTTE in the early hours
of the morningof 11 November.

Inretaliation, the Sri Lanka
airforce bombed purely civil-
ian targetsmilesaway fromthe
scene of battle. Supersonic jets
and other bomber planes at-
tacked the Jaffna Secretariat
buildings which house the
Kacheri and other offices.
Churches, temples and hospi-
tals were also targeted.

Hot Spring, the Weekly pub-
lished in Jaffna commented on 21
November: ‘‘The continued at-
tacks on selected targets where
civilians converge evidence the
intent of the government to let
loose areign of terror in violation

of all norms of the laws of armed
conflict.”’

Secretariat bombed
on 12 November

On the moming of 12 No
vember at about 8.30 a.m.

Sri Lanka supersonic planes
bombed the Jaffna Secretariat
premises. The first bomb hit the
Kacheri and splinters caused in-
jury to Mr.K.Manickavasagar, the
Government Agent who was at his
desk attending to his duties. As the
shrapnel hit Mr.Manickavasagar
he ran out of his room and down
the stairs to reach the lower floor.
While he was still on the stairs, a
second bomb hit his office and it
came tumbling down. Mr.Mani—
ckavasagar told pressmen that it
was fortunate that he ran out of his
office because had he delayed, he
would have been killed by the sec-
ond bomb which brought his office
down. Mr.Manickavasagar was
admitted to hospital for treatment.
One person was killed and over 25
injured in the attack on the Secre-
tariat. Some of the injured were

-

“Daily life in Joffna is condifioned by the distant
drone of aircraft engines and the run to the bunkers
behind almost every house. ..Over 1,000 civilians
have been killed in the three years bombing of
Joffna..Another 1,000 children died needlessly in

‘|

staff attached to the Jaffna Hospital
whilst the others were members of
the public who had gone to the
Kacheri.

Catholic Church
bombed
on 13 November

On the following day, 13 No-
vember , Sri Lankan supersonic
bombers attacked St.James Church
at Gurunagar at about 7.30 a.m.
St.James is one of the largest and
oldest Roman Catholic churchesin
Jaffna. The church was completely
destroyed. A nursery school nearby,
two shops and ten houses in the
neighbourhood were also destroyed.
Ten persons were killed and over
30 injured. Of the dead three be-
longed to the same family. The
bodies of the dead were torn and
charred. The blown up parts of all
the bodies were collected and bur-
ied together.

Jaffna Hospital attacked

n the same day at about

2.30 p.m. Sri Lankan su-
personic jetsbombed the safety zone
around the Jaffna Hospital. The
bombs were dropped within 50
yards of the main entrance to the
Hospital. This area is under ICRC
control. Doors, windows and tiles
of the Hospital were broken and
fell in pieces. The outer wall of the
OPD came tumbling down. Glass
shutters of some vehicles within
the hospital were shattered. Two

“We launched our struggle for self
j determination and political independ-
| ence because of the systematic oppres-
our people by the Sri Lankan

7

i sion of

| state...”

! - Velupillai Pirabakaran, |

‘ Leader of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam |

i
\

Bishop D.J.Ambalavanar, Bishop

Thomas Saundranayagam and Nallai
Thiru Sampandar Atheenam protest :

“A close statistical study of the air raids carried
out by the Sri Lankan airforce in the North will
show that the victims of the raids have almost
always been innocent helpless civilians... When
this is the case how could any one avoid conclud-
ing that this is organised State terrorism.?”’

n a joint statcment made on 17 November 1993, Bishop

.J.Ambalavanar, Bishop Thomas Saundranayagam and

Nallai Thiru Sampandar Atheenam declared: ‘“We religious

leaders from the North, belonging to the Hindu, Christian and

Catholic religions... strongly protest against the actions of the

Sri Lankan Air Force which seems guided by the sole motive
of revenge and striking terror among the Tamil people.’’

Thestatement added: ‘‘Following on the recent Pooneryn
operations, the Air Force has used its supersonic bombers
to bomb the Jaffna Secretariat killing and injuring several.
The Government Agent of Jaffna, Mr.K.Manickavasagar
being one of those injured. It has bombed a place of
worship, the St.James Catholic Church in Main Street,
Jaffna destroying that large and venerated house of God
and killing and injuring several innocent citizens. It has
dropped its bombs within the protected zone around the
Jaffna General Hospital damaging the hospital and striking
panic among the patients and the public. We have reports
that the hospitals in Killinochchi and Mulaitivu have also
been bombed. The market block in Chavakachcheri has
also been bombed and destroyed. ’

All these buildings used exclusively for sacred worship
and public services are such large and prominent structures
that no Air Force can pretend innocence about the targets
being struck....

These events are not just sporadic occurrences buthave been
repeated so often in the past that we cannot but conclude it is
partof state policy against the Tamils. A close statistical study
of the air raids carried out by the Sri Lankan airforce in the
North will show that the victims of the raids have almost
alwaysbeeninnocent helpless civilians... Whenthis is the case
how could any one avoid concluding that this is organised State
terrorism.?

We wonder whether massacring innocent civilians can
bring any honour or credit to an Air Force. We would
therefore appeal to the Government to control its Air Force
and not permit it to be an instrument of State Terrorism

1992 because Jaffna hospitals lack basic drugs and |  sccurity guards of the nospital, a | Our desire s for Peace and a Just Peace.” J

outcry. .

medical equipment fo save them... The Sri Lankan
airforce lack the technology and advanced infelli
gence fo pinpoint legitimate targets..There were no
warnings, no air-dropped leaflets announcing op-
erations. Why should there be? After all, no one is
watching. There will be no international protest or
says British Refugee Council
publication, Sri Lanka Monitor, July 1993

Red Cross volunteer worker, and
an infant in the hands of a woman
who rushed into the hospital for
safety were injured.

Nanthavil Amman Temple
attacked on 13 November

On the evening of the same day,
the Sri Lankan supersonic bomb-
ers targeted the Nanthavil Amman
Temple at Kokuvil but the bombs
fell on a land on the rear side of the
temple. Damage to the temple was
averted but six houses in the neigh-

bourhood were damaged - one of
which was completely destroyed. 8
persons were injured.

Vairavar Temple bombed
on 14 November

On the cvening of 14 No
vember, the Sri Lanka
airforce attacked the Vairavar Tcm-
ple at Varany. The icmple was
completely destroyed. Seven per-
sons were injured. A number of
houses were also damaged.

(Networking to sccure international recoanition of Tamils’ right to self determination

Killinochchi Hospital
targeted on 15 November

Sri Lankan bombers tarhetted
the Killinochchi Hospital on No-
vember 15 at about 11.15 a.m. The
hospital camein for adirecthit.The
Colombo based Virakesari reported
on 21 November:

““As a supersonic bomber flew
over our hospital, those inside
fearing that bombs may fall be-

continued on page 3
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' Nadesan Satvendra

E appears that the Sri
anka government has
embraced the tactics of Jeff
and Mutt in its continuing ef-
forts to avoid direct talks with
the Liberation Tigers.

Prime Minister Ranil Wickrem—
asinghe plays the soft spoken rea-
soning Jeff role.

The state controlled Sri Lanka
Sunday Observerreported on Janu-
ary 16 in its front page, that Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremasinghe
had extended an open invitation to
the LTTE and its leader, Velupillai
Pirabakaran to make representa-

tions to the Select Committee on
Constitutional Reforms.

““The Select Commiittee will ob-
tain public representation at the
widest possible level and the LTTE
can make their own representa-
tions to it’’ he said.

At the same time, Sri Lanka
President D.B.Wijetunga cast in
the role of the tough talking Mutt
continued to reiterate that there is
no ethnic problem but only a ‘ter-
rorist’ problem.

Reinforcing the tough Mutt
approach, the Sri Lankan
airforce systematically bombed
hospitals, .churches, temples and
other civilian targets in the Tamil
homeland.

Three religious leaders in the
North, Bishop D.J.Ambalavanar,
Bishop Thomas Saundranayagam
and Nallai Thiru Sampandar
Atheenam protested on 17 Novem-
ber 1993:

Government is not intransigent.
The pressing bottom line is that the
Sri Lanka Government needs to
replenish the Rs.750 million losses
incurred in the recent Janakapura,
Killali, Devro and Pooneryn deba-
cles. But some Western Aid Do-
nors may have begun to question
the wisdom of pumping in more
arms to secure stability in the is-
land. Again, the Sri Lanka Army’s
recent track record may not have
engendered much confidence in its
ability to secure the so called ‘mili-
tary solution’.

At the same time, it appears that
President D.B.Wijetunga’s tough
Mutt act, is intended to secure
victory for the UNP at the forth-
coming polls by out doing the
other Sinhala political parties in
the Sinhala Buddhist chauvinism
stakes.

he point made by the late
Sathasivam Krishnakumar,
the charismatic head of the Inter-

eral opportunities were given for
the LTTE to come for discussions
with the Government. But the
LTTE has failed tocome forward.’’
The Sri Lanka Sunday Observer
went one better and headlined the
news story: ‘‘Ranil invites Prabha
for talks’’!

hough the political com

pulsions which led the Sri
Lanka Sunday Observer to mislead
its readers may not be without sig-
nificance the fact remains that
Prime Minister Wickremasinghe
was being economical with truth
when he declared that ‘several op-
portunities were given for the LTTE
to come for discussions with the
Govermment.’

The truth is that the Sri Lanka
government has, at every turn,
refused to sit and talk with the
LTTE on equal terms. The truth is
that the Sri Lanka government has
used and continues to use the Par-
liamentary Select Committee

Sri Lanka's Jeff and

Mutt Act

““A close statistical study of
the air raids carried out by the
Sri Lankan airforce in the North
will show that the victims of the
raids have almost always been
innocent helplesscivilians. When
this is the case how could any one
avoid concluding that this is or-
ganised State terrorism.?”’

Roman Catholic Bishop
Thomas Saundranayagam told Sri
Lanka President Wijetunga:

‘‘Please instruct your forces
to abide by international law and
respect civilian population cen-
tres and sacred places of wor-
ship.”

lri Lanka’s new Army Com
mander, Lt.General Gerry
de Silva weighed in with his own
aggressive contribution. He de-
clared in the Sinhala owned Sri
Lanka Sunday Times on 16 Janu-
ary: ““We have made our plans and
discussed them with the Ministry
of Defence... The thrust of our ap-
proach, I can say, is two fold. The
short term strategy is immediate
offensive action... Certain (long
term) strategies are (also) being
worked out. Ofcourse this needs a
lot of material, arms, ammunition,
vehicles.”

It will not be surprising there-
fore if Prime Minister Wickrem—
asinghe’s ‘invitation’ to the LTTE
to join the general public in mak-
ing representations to the Parlia-
mentary Select Committee for Con-
stitutional Reform will be seen by
many as a disingenuous propa-
ganda ploy.

It appears that whilst the Sri

it is also anxious to show the inter-

dcpendent for ‘matcrials, arms, am-

Lanka government prepares for a
military onslaughton Tamil Eclam,

national community on which it is

munition and vchicles’’, that the

national Secretariat of the LTTE in
July 1991 bears repetition yet again:

‘“Whilst Sri Lanka talks peace
it continues with its military ef-
forts. If we look at the past we can
see why. Sinhala Buddhist chau-
vinism has been institutionalised
in Sri Lanka and today it has be-
come more powerful than the poli-
ticians themselves. Indeed even if
some Sinhala politicians seek to
settle the conflict, Sinhala Bud-
dhist chauvinism will seek to pre-
vent such a settlement... This
Sinhala chauvinism which was nur-
tured by Sinhalapoliticians for their
electoral advantage, has grown into
aFrankenstein monster which now
has the power to destroy and make
Sinhala politicians. This we un-
derstand very well.”’

For three long years, the Sri
Lanka government put forward the
Parliamentary Select Committee on
Ethnic Affairs as the forum for the
resolution of the conflict. Before
that it was the All Party Confer-
ence. Now it is the Parliamentary
Select Commiittee on Constitutional
Reforms.

he true intent of Prime Min

ister Wickremasinghe’s “in-
vitation’ was revealed by the place
where he made it - to a Sinhala
audience at a public meeting in
Marambe, Akuressa ini the deep
Sinhala South! And presumably
Prime Minister Wickremasinghe
wanted to be taken seriously.

He said it was a canard spread
by the LTTE that the *‘government
is not interested in a political solu-
tion after Mr.D.B.Wijetunga took
over as President.’”’ Prime Minis-
ter Wickremasinghe even tried to
pass off the ‘invitation’ to the
LTTE to join the general public to
make representation to the Sclect
Committee as ‘discussions’ with
the Government. He said: “‘Sev-
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mechanism as a way of avoiding
direct talks with the LTTE.

The trouble, however, with the
tactics of Jeff and Mutt is that,
though directed to serve the same
end, they are mutually contradic-
tory.

f there is no ethnic problem,

what is the so called Select
Committee on Constitutional Re-
forms about and why invite the
LTTE to make representations to
it? On the other hand, if the Gov-
emment cannot or will not enter
into direct talks with the LTTE
because it categorises the lawful
armed resistance of the Tamil peo-
ple led by the LTTE as ‘terrorism’,
why does it invites the very same
LTTE to make representations to
the Select Committee? Is it that,
that which is so called ‘terrorism’
to Sri Lanka’s President, is not
‘terrorism’ to Sri Lanka’s Prime
Minister?

The Sri Lanka government is
naive if it believes that the ‘tactics’
of Jeff and Mutt will not be seen for
what they are: tactics meant to
avoid direct talks with the LTTE
and at the same time, further Sri
Lanka’s continuing genocidal on-
slaught on the Tamil people.

The words of Velupillai Pira-
bakaran on Maha Vecrar Thinam
on 27 November 1993 will focus
Tamil minds and hearts on the task
ahead:‘‘I donot believe that there
will be a radical change in the
hardened attitude of Sinhala
chauvinism. Without such aradi-
cal change there is no hope for a
peaceful resolution of the prob-
lem. Because of the rigid and
hardline attitude of Sinhala chau-
vinism, the creation of an inde-
pendent state is the only path
open to the Tamil people. We
have no alternative other than to
proceed along that path.”

Gi6)19 & 61T

- Sri Lanka’s
Killing Fields
Exposed

‘ ‘ /hilst theSriLankan

airforce continues
its terrorist attacks on civil-
ian population centresinthe
Tamil homeland, Sri Lan-
ka’skilling fieldsin the South
were exposed to world at-
tention in early January
1994. Molly Moore and John
Ward Anderson reported in
the Washington Post on 11
January 1994: “The discov-
ery of the mass gravesite (in
Suriyakanda) came as hu-
man rights groups and in-
ternational organisations
have voiced concerns about
new crackdowns on minor-
ity ethnic groups (Tamils)..
renewing old fears of wide-
spread human rights
abuses...”’

The news report added:
““High on a cloud shrouded
mountain top in southern Sri
Lanka, authorities last week dis-
covered two mass graves filled
with skulls and bones of dozens
of broken bodies that many local
residents believe may be evi-
dence of one of the most brutal
government crackdowns in the
island’shistory... The grave was
uncovered after a tip from an
unidentified informant who said
as many as 300 bodies are bur-
ied along the mountain summit
just yards from two heavily
guarded state owned communi-
cations and television towers (in
Suriyakanda)... Mothers, fathers
and siblings sobbed and wailed
as the grave diggers lifted skulls
with dirty rags still tied across
mouthsand eye sockets, the blue
shorts of a school boy according
to witnesses who helped recover
the first bones found on 3 Janu-
ary. .. Tensof thousands of young
men were abducted and presum-
ably killed between 1987 and
1990 including the 48 young
men from the nearby town of
Embilipitiya...”’

“In the past few weeks,
human rights organisations
have criticized the government
for indiscriminate detention of
members of the Tamil ethnic
group living in the capital,
Colombo; for imposing emer-
gency laws on the news media
thatban publication or broad-
cast of anything critical of the
President; and: for taking a
new hard line stance against
separatist guerillasengaged in
civil war in the northern and
eastern sections of the country
where the militant Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam want to
establish a homeland.”’

‘Ithasbeen the accepted wis-
dom for over a year that the
human rights situation in Sri
Lanka has been on the mend.
But recent developments bring
out the deceptive nature of this
position’’ a Sri Lankan Human
Rights Group reported re-
cently.”’

.
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If this is not State
terrorism what is?

continued from front page

came very agitated. There was
pandemonium. Many of the pa-
tients lay down under their beds
in fear. Some went outside and
laid themselves face downwards
on the verandah and on the
ground. I remained inside my
office in the ward. Everywhere
large swirls of dust and debris
were deposited. I felt as if my
uniform and belt was being
ripped out by somebody in a twin-
kling of an eye. After that I did
not know what happened.”’

‘““This is how Acting Matron
Sinnathangam Mahendrarajah,
who was injured in the aerial bom-
bardment of Killinochchi Hospital
on (15 November) Monday mom-
ing at about 10.30 am. described
the incident. Sinnathangam Ma—
hendrarajah made the statement
from Vav—uniya Hospital where
she had been taken for treatment.”’

“In this bombardment, the
maternity ward and the out pa-
tients department of the Kill-
inochchi Hospital were badly
damaged. As a result a mother
and child who were in the ward
died. Many others were injured.
At the time of the bombardment
the maternity ward had 14 moth-
ers and seven babies. They es-
caped with minor injuries.”’

‘“The Acting Matron describ-
ing her shock at what had hap-
pened went on: ‘‘Aerial bombard-
ments have occurred several times
in the Killinochchi District. But
the Hospital had not been attacked
before this. That is why I had not
taken any special precaution.’’

Mullaitivu Hospital

On the same day, about 2.30
p.m. Sri Lankan supersonic air-
craft attacked the Mulliyawallai
Hospital in the Mullativu District
in the Tamil Homeland. The hos-
pital was deserted as the staff and
patients took to their heels in panic.

School bombed on 26
November

n Friday, 26 November

Sri Lanka Airforce jet
dropped two bombs at Kalasalai
Road in Thirunelvely. The houses
of Sivapatham and Vijayaratnam
were badly damaged.

Immediately after this attack the
supersonic jet targeted the Sri
Ramakrishna Saratha Ladies Col-
lege in Kokuvil. The Vice Princi-
pal of the school , Mrs. T.Sri
Pathmanathan, a teacher and some
students, six in all, were injured.
The Science laboratory was dam-
aged.

The Principal of the college told
reporters that when the sound of
the plane was heard, the teachers
and children rushed out of the
school building to take shelter un-
demneath nearby trees. The tcach-
ers and students who were the last
to rush out were injured.

Jaffna Town bombed
again on 5 December - 26°
civilians die
affna Town was bombed
again on 5 December. The

Colombo based Virakesarireported
on 12 December:

‘“Reliable sourcesin Jaffnasay
that on Sunday 5 December
1993, Sri Lanka airforce carried
out heavy bombing of Jaffna
town. The bombardment which was
directed to several parts of the town
resulted in the deaths of 26 civil-
ians. 71 others were injured. It is
learnt that the air raid was carried
out between 8.30 and 9.00-By the
Sri Lankan airforce Puccara planes.
Gurunagar, Pasayur and Chinn—
akaddai were amongst the areas
that were attacked. The vicinity of
the St.James Refugee Camp where
persons had sought refuge: from ear-
lierbombardments was also attacked
during the Sunday raid.”

*“The details of the personskilled
by aerial bombing on 5 December
in Jaffna, Gurunagar, and Pasayur
are as follows:

S.Priyan Mary Pauline (age 26),
S.P.Riyan Nadarajah (age 5), Cyril
Ranee (age 52), Patrick Anth-
onypillai (age 42), Suwikin Thomas
(age 60), V.Nagarasa (age 50),
Yogarajah Rosamalar (age 48),
A.Charles (age 35),Patrick Selv—
aranee (age 40), Visvarayar Ranee
(age 35), Anton Ranee (age 35),
Chilomen Rosari (ag 10), Maan
(age 70), M.Mayuran (age 18),
Selvaraja Rajansi (age 4), Kandiah
Vigneswaran (age 46),Stansilaus
Prakasiamma (age 51), P.Kiru-
pairatnam (age 65), William
Jeyarasingham (age 66), Cyril
Augustine Santhan (age 11),
Christopher Suwakin (age 67),
Raviriyansi (age 3), Maruthappa
Balasingham (age 68) and M.
Sithathurai (age 45).”

¢Over one thousand
civilians killed in air raids
in last 3 years”

The recent bombings serve to
underline the comments made by

_the British Refugee Council publi-

cation, Sri Lanka Monitor in July
1993:

““At8 am on 26 July, out of the
blinding blue of Jaffna’s skies, two
Sri Lankan air craft dropped four
bombs behind Thirunelveli Dairy
Farm killing Shanmugam, trader,
and his four grandchildren. His
house wascompletely destroyed and
four othersbadly damaged. At mid-
day on a second bombing run at
Kopay six civilians including three
schoolboys died and eight were
injured close to the Irupalai Alu-
minium factory building. A Hindu
temple and a young girl sheltering
there were smashed to pieces.

There were no warnings, no
air-dropped leaflets announcing
operations. Why should there be?

After all, no one is watching.
There will be no international
protest or outcry. Daily life in
Jaffna is conditioned by the dis-
tantdrone of aircraft enginesand
the run to the bunkers behind
almost every house. ...Over 1,000
civilians have been killed in the
three years bombing of Jaffna
and almost 1,500 have died from
gruesome injuries. Another 1,000
children died needlessly in 1992
because JalTna hospitals lack ba-

sic drugs and medical equipment .

to save them.

...The Sri Lankan airforce lack
the technology and advanced intel-

- ligence to pinpoint legitimate tar-
. gets. The LTTE for all their inge-

nuity lack anti-aircraft defences.
When defence sources say two
LTTE arms factories were de-
stroyed in another air raid on 30
July in Vaddukkottai, it means
Jaffna student Thayaparan Muh—
unthan, 20, was blown apart and
ten others including two-year old
Suntha-raram badly injured.”

Killali Killing Zone

he actions of the Sri Lanka

armed forces constitute a
clear violation of the humanitar-
ian laws of armed conflict and
are genocidal in intent.

In September 1993, the British
Refugee Council Publication, Sri
Lanka Monitor pointed out: *
Sri Lankan military authorities say
the (Kilali ferry) crossing is illegal
and travellers will be shot on sight.
Over 200 have been killed in air
and navy attacks this year. In one
attack in January which killed 50,
a man feigned death while sailors
boarded boats mutilating dead bod-
ies to steal jewellery. Another 17
people drowned in August when
their boat capsized during shell-
ing. Defence sources in Colombo
usually describe the attacks as
clashes with the LTTE.”

Sri Lankan Presidential Ad-
viser Bradman Weer—akoon in
Geneva recently for an Interna-
tional Conference on the Protec-
tion of War Victims eloquently
insisted that governments must
take responsibility for the ac-
tions of their agents and deny
them immunity. He said nothing

however about Kilali.”’

Sri Lanka Army
Vacates Camps in

Mannar

The Sri Lankan Army va-
cated two of its camps from the
mainland of the Mannar Dis-
trict on Friday 26 November at
around 4 p.m. The camps had
been sited at Chilvathurai and
Kondachi. Earlier the Sri
Lankan Army had closed down
its camps at Nanattan and
Adampan areas after the fall of
the Sri Lankan Camp at Mank—

| indimalai.

J

Roman Catholic Bishop tells Sri Lanka President: “all of
usare convinced beyond doubt thatthe attack (by the Sri
Lanka Airforce) . was a direct and clear hit at the Church
and all that was around it ...... Please instruct your forces
to abide by international law and respect civilian popula-
tion centres and sacred places of worship.”

t.Rev.Dr.Thomas Savundranayagam in a sepa

rate letter to Sri Lanka President Wijetunga
about the attack on St.James Church said: ‘“We have
already informed you through the ICRC on Saturday
13 November about the death and destruction caused
by the aerial bomb attack on St.James Church,
Gurunagar, Jaffna Town on the that morning at 7.20
a.m’’,

¢‘Of the two supersonic jets flying over the Town, one dived
suddenly above the church and released two heavy bombs which
directly hit the main body of this big Church. Poor and helpless
people filled with fear of aerial and shell attacks usually take
refuge in the Church trusting that the Forces will respect the
sacred places of worship. The massive explosion of two heavy
bombs at its centre was too much and in a split second this big
and ancient church, not smaller than any Catholic Church that
you see in Colombo or Negombo, was a heap of rubble burying
undemeath several mutilated bodies and injuring seriously
several who were inside the Church and in the adjoining house
of the Priest.

It was not only this big Church but also the big Mission
House, the Parish Hall and the Nursery which were completely
damaged. Limbs of the dead were strewn all overthe area. ... In
pouring rain and without proper utensils or machines, people

“The Church stood so mmesﬂcullr with three huge
domes, that any pilot with normal sight would have
easily seen this sacred place from miles away”

struggled hard to dig the heaps insearch of the dead bodies... Ten
are already confirmed as dead. Among the 30 seriously injured
are elderly women, girls and children.. The Church stood so
majestically with three huge domes, that any pilot with
normal sight would have easily seen this sacred place from
miles away. Besides there were neither Tiger camps nor any
suspicious activity anywhere near this Church. Hence all of us
are convinced beyond doubt that the attack .. was a direct and
clear hit at the Church and all that was around it. We can only
conclude that it was probably a retaliation for what had hap-
pened 25 miles away at Pooneryn.

Your Defence Secretary Mr.Hamilton Wanasinghe has
tried to explain it away as an unfortunate miss of target. But
it is unacceptable to any sane citizen of Jaffna who knows
how it happened and where it happened.Itisour sincere and
humble opinion that the Government should accept respon-
sibility for this dastardly act of the Air Force ..

All those dead and wounded are very poor people who had not
even the means to bury their dead. We vouch that these victims
areinnocent and very poorcivilians. We request that the families
of the victims be given reasonable compensation to survive in
their handicapped situation. The damage to the 132 year old
Church comparable to any of the biggest churches in Colombo
is irreparable. A church of that beauty and size cannot be built
for even Rs.50 million toady. But for the thousands of believers
around this destroyed Church, we need to put up a fairly large
hall of prayer, a shed for a school etc. Nothing, not even a
window was spared in this destruction. Hence we need at least
Rs.10 million as compensation.

As I write this letter I get the sad news that another Catholic
Church, St.Theresa’s atKillinochchi hasbeen heavily damaged
by acrial bombing.

Hence our appeal to you to stop these aerial bombings
which have gone on in spite of our protests. Please instruct
your forces to abide by international law and respect
civilian population centres and sacred places of wor-
ship.”
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More than 12,000 Army deserters
says Sri Lanka Army Commander

he Defence Correspond

ent of the Sinhala owned
Sri Lanka Sunday Times reported
on 16 January 1994:

““Therearemorethan 12,000
Army deserters, a sizeable
number of them having aban-
doned their posts in the past
one year. The staggering fig-
ure surfaced following a ques-
tion asked by the Maha Nayake
of the Asgiriya Chapter, Ven.
Palipana Sri Chan-dananda
Maha Nayaka Thera from
Lt.General Gerry de Silva (the
newly appointed Sri Lanka
Army Commander) when he

he attempt of the Sri

Lanka Government to
holdlocal government elections
in certain districts in the East
of the island has put the quis-
ling Tamil groups in a quan-
dary.

Quisling TELO and Quisling
PLOTE who have been working
as paid mercenaries for the Sri
Lankan armed forces in the
Vavuniya District have decided
to rely on the gun and contest
elections in that District. Since
they are also contesting each
other there is a growing fear of
violence in the Vavuniya District.
On the other hand, the quisling
EPRLF together with the other

paid a call on him after assum-
ing office...”

TheReport continued: ‘‘Already
the Military Police are busy trying
to track down deserters. The police
who are assisting them in this ex-
ercise have passed down to policé
stations countrywide the identities
of the deserters and the addresses
inthe Police areas where they lived.
More than 20 of them had been
arrested in recent weeks a Military
Police official said. Besides prob-
lems for the Army, the deserters
have posed a serious threat to Po-
lice. They have found that small
groups of them have got them-
selves involved in crime including

emment will try to use the forth-
coming election in its lobbying ef-
forts at the UN Commission on
Human Rights sessions scheduled
for February to show that the claim
of the LTTE that the Tamil home-
land spans the North and the East
should not be supported.

t last year’s sessions of the

UN Commission on Human
Rights, much to the annoyance of
the Sii Lanka Representative at
Geneva, 15 non governmental or-
ganisations in a joint statement
declared:

*“...despite the sustained attacks
of Sinhala dominated governments
over a period of several decades,
the territorial integrity of the Tamil

robberies and hold up... Lt.General
Gerry de Silva is examining the
possibility of offering an amnesty
to deserters... He told the Sunday
Times, ‘“We can show the desert-
ers some form of leniency... Cer-
tain penal action has to be taken.
That includes pay deductions for
the period of absence... But when it
comes to punishment, we will have
to think of it.”’

Informed sources point out that
the Sri Lankan Army’s recent at-
tempts to recruit have not met with

.success so much so that the Army

had been compelled to reduce the
minimum age to 17 and the height
requirements to 5 ft.

to sign nomination papers(for the
Batticaloa District local govern-
ment elections). He said that they
had reluctantly signed fearing for
their lives.

‘“‘Similar incidents took place
at the same camp when five other
members of the public were forced
to sign a document purported to be
nomination papers’” he said... *‘If
this is the method adopted by
government personnel to bolster
their own party, one can imagine
as to what dirty tricks will be
adopted by the security forces
upto the date of polling.’” he said.
‘“The simple truth is that the
government is trying to hold the
election against the wishes of the

"'Sri Lanka army secures nominations at gun point”’

near defunct Tamil groupings
such as the TULF and the Tamil
Congress have boycotted the polls
fixed for March 1inthe Amparai,
Batticaloa, Trincomalee and
Vavuniya Districts saying that
conditions did not permit a free
poll. According to them despite
the claims of the government that
the East had been ‘cleared’, the
LTTE is dominant in the rural
parts throughout the day and in
suburban and urban areas after
nightfall. Therefore by going for
polls in these areas, they con-
tend, the government is putting
the cart before the horse. For
what the government should do is
to resolve the conflict politically
and then go for polls. To make
matters worse, in a naked appeal to
Sinhala Buddhist chauvinism, the
ruling UNP has nominated two
Buddhist priests to contest seats in
the Trincomalee District.

Informed sourcesin Geneva said
that it appeared that the Sri Lanka
Government was determined to
show that it has control of the East
and gain some political milcage in
the Sinhala South in an election
year. They point out that the gov-

homeland in the North and East of
the island has remained...we re-
quest that the delegates to the 49th
Session of the Commission on
Human Rights... accord open rec-

‘ognition to the existence of the

Tamil homeland in the North and
East of the Island.”’

However, informed sources say
thatithas become increasingly clear
that the elections scheduled for 1
March are a sham and will fool
nobody. They point out to reports
in the Colombo Sinhala owned
Press about nominations (which
closed on 12 January) being made
at gun point. For instance, the Sin-
hala owned Sri Lanka Sunday Is-
land reported on 16 January 1994:

‘‘ Referring to certain incidents
which had taken place in the
Batticaloa Districtrecently, EPRLF
Secretary General Mr. Suresh
Premachandran said twelve per-
sons, believed to be LTTE sympa-
thisers, who had earlier surren-
dered to the security forces and
who were directed to regularly re-
port to the Batticaloa prison camp
after their release, had been forced

people’’ he alleged. ‘‘If members
of the public are forced to sign
nomination papers in this man-
ner, then what is the guarantee
that the voters will not be forced
to cast their votes for a particular
party on the polling date’’ he
queried.”’

eanwhile, the Sinhala
wned Sri Lanka Sunday
Times reported on January 16 un-
der the headline ‘Nominations at
Gun Point - MP’: “‘Batticaloa
Parliamentarian P.Joseph said he
had received complaints from re-
sponsible constituents in his elec-
torate about them being forcibly
taken in state vehicles and pro-
duced before law enforcement of-
ficers in charge of the elections in
the East and asked to sign nomina-
tion papers against their wish as
UNP candidatcs. He says the act by
the law enforcing officers to can-
vass candidates for the ruling party
not only violates the individual’s
freedom but also makes democracy
a mockery.”’

Democracy, it seems, con-
tinues in Sri Lankan style!

TheReportofthe Court of Inquiryinto the Pooneryn
debacle has served to expose the rifts within the
hierarchy of the Sri Lankan Armed forcesas well asits
low morale and lack of training.

The Court of Inquiry was appointed by the previous Com-
mander of the Army, General Cecil Waidyaratne whose com-
mandended on 31 December 1993. The Inquiry Report which was
made on January 5 was not handed over to the new Commander
Lt.General Gerry de Silva but to General Waidyaratne who had
retired by that time. What is more, the contents of the Report were
leaked to the Press evenbefore the new Commander had accepted
the findings in the Report.

The Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday Times commentedon 16
January: ‘“‘Reportedly Lt.Gen. Gerry de Silva kept his cool in
spite of the inexplicable conduct of the Court of Inquiry, all
members of which are serving officers of the Army. Not only
was the new Army Commander unaware about this episode but
the Ministry of Defence was also equally in the dark until both
establishmentsread the Sunday Times of January 9 which exclu-
sively reported the matter... Reports that some officers were
responsible for the Pooneryn disaster... caused other repercus-
sions. One of the wives of an officer (referred to in the Report)
was abused and threatened with bodily harm by the families
and kith and kin of soldiers who had lost their lives at
Pooneryn.”’

In Pooneryn, in the dark, Sri Lanka troops
did not know who was friend or foe

The Report named the following officers as responsible for the
defeat at Pooneryn: Maj Gen Rohan Daluwatte, Brig Jaliya
Mamuni, Brig.L.P.Balagule, Brig.G.P.Kulatunga, Col.T.T.R. de
Silva, Brig. Shantha Kottegoda, Lt.Col.S.W.L. Daulagala. The
Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday Island reported on 16 January
1994: ‘“The report states that the (Pooneryn) attack had
begun at 1.30 a.m. on the 11th of November and within
around 15 minutes the whole command structure had broken
down and there were no platoons, companies or battalions.
There were only men and officers running around in confu-
sion. The troops did not know who was friend or foe. There
was no way of identifying anyone in the dark as no pass word
system had been put in place. The LTTE had used white arm
bands to identify themselves and they also used green torchlights
and yellow flags during daytime. By 6 a.m. on the 11th, the
forward defence lines had fallen... >’

Sti Lanka troops fought only
for theie survival - and in fear

‘“The Court was of the view that around 400 LTTE infiltrators
would have entered the camp through undefended lines before the
attack. The report notes that Tamil villagers who were living as
refugees within the defence lines also had provided a base for
infiltrators... the T55 battle tanks were the first to fall into the
hands of the enemy.. The tanks had been abandoned without
offering any resistance. The tank troops had lost even their
personal weapons in the melee with a tank troop leader losing even
his radio set. The Court of Inquiry found that with the first assault,
the troops haddispersed in confusion, small informal groups were
formed. These broke up into even smaller groups as the attack
continued and ultimately it had been every man for himself. The
troops had fought only for survival and a distinct lack of
motivation... and a fear of the enemy was detected. According
to the Court of Inquiry, troops which had got detached from
command.. had been firing into the night more out of fear than at
any target. Thereby ammunition had been exhausted... The day
immediately after the attack the LTTE went about the defences of
Pooneryn camp attending to their casualties.... In his statement to
the Court of Inquiry, Maj. General Daluwatte had charged that
fire battalion had been withdrawn from Pooneryn and sent to the
East to boost the Eastern Commander. According to sources this
decision was made by the Secretary, Defence in the preparation
made forholding elections in the East...Radio contact broke down
during the attack due to lack of serviceable batteries.’’
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