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“We launched our struggle for scif
determination and political independence
because of the systematic oppression of
our pcople by the Sri Lankan state...”

- Velupillai Pirabakaran,
Leader of the Liberation Tigers

Published by the International federation of Tamils of Tamil €clam
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LTTE International Secretariat replies to Sri Lanka Statemgn_t in Geneva:

"Peaceful resolution of the conflict in the
island will not be furthered by Sri Lanka
categorising the lawful armed resistance of

the Tamil people as 'terrorist’ activity"

The International Secretariat of
the LTTE in a press release dated
16 August 1993, hit back at the
statement made on 11 August, by
the Leader of the Sri Lanka Dele-
gation, Mr. Tilak Marapane, at the
49th Sessions of the UN Sub Com-
mission on Prevention of Discrim-
ination and Protection of Minori-
ties in Geneva.

The LTTE International Sec-
retariat said: ‘It is a matter for
regret, though not a matter for
surprise, that the leader of the
Sri Lanka Delegation to the Sub
Commission failed to addressthe
underlying causes of the contin-
uing conflict in the island, and
failed to recognise that the armed
struggle of the Tamil people for
self determination, arose as a re-
sponse to decades of gross and
systematic violations of their hu-
man rights under successive Sin-
hala dominated governments,
within the confines of an unitary
Sri Lankan state. The peaceful
and constructive resolution of the
conflict in the island will not be
furthered by the Sri Lanka rep-
resentative categorising the law-
ful armed resistance of the Tamil
people, which arose from dec-
ades of oppressive rule by an

alien Sinhala majority, as ‘ter-..

rorist’ activity.”’
The Press Release went on:

*“We note the statement of the
leader of the Sri Lanka Delegation,
Mr. Tilak Marapane, that his gov-
ernment ‘is of the view that inter-
national isolation and rejection of
the LTTE would certainly force the
LTTE to reassess its position’. It
appears that the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment, concerned with the increas-
ing support that the Tamil struggle
for self determination has received
in the international arena, and ag-
itated with its failure to crush Tamil
resistance on the ground, secks to
enlist the assistance of the dele-
gates to the UN Sub Commission
to further its unjust war against the
Tamil people. And to this end, the
leader of the Sri Lanka delegation
has not hesitated to be economical
with the truth. Mr. Marapane
states: “A Select Committee of

Parliament composed of represent-
atives of all political parties in
Parliament has been working to
reach agreement on a just and last-
ing solution to the ethnic ques-
tion..” What Mr.Marapane does
not say is that his government has
for the past three years and more
used the Parliamentary Select Com-
mittee mechanism as a way of
avoiding direct talks with the Lib-
eration Tigersof Tamil Eclam. The
Select Committee has deliberated

“The Sri Lanka government has
for the past three years and more
used the Parliamentary Select
Committee mechanism as a way of
avoiding direct talks with the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.
The Select Committee has deliber-
ated for more than three years and
the government is content fo allow
this farce to continue, in the full
knowledge that a Select Commit-
tee consisting of Sinhala political
parties who are at each others
throats and. who are intent on
positioning themselves to capture
power at the next elections will do
nothing fo-resolve the conflict.
The Select Committee mechanism
provides the Sri Lanka government
with a useful cover of ‘reasonable-
ness’ for international consump-
tion, whilst it continues its geno-
cidal military operations against
the Tamil people.”

for more than three years and the
government is content to allow this
farce to continue, in the full knowl-
edge that a Select Committee con-
sisting of Sinhala political parties
who are at each others throats and
whoare intent on positioning them-
selves to capture power at the next
elections will do nothing toresolve
theconflict. The Select Committee
mechanism provides the Sri Lanka
government with a useful cover of
‘reasonableness’ for international
consumption, whilst it continues
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its genocidal military operations
against the Tamil people.

Again the blatant untruths ut-
tered by the Representative for
Sri Lanka concerning the nego-
tiations for the removal of the
economic blockade imposed by
his government on the Jaffna Pe-
ninsula and the opening of a safe
passage for civilian traffic, shows
the extent to which the SriLanka
government is prepared to go in
its efforts to crush the Tamil
struggle for self determination.

Mr. Marapane alleges that the
LTTE rejected the mediatory ef-
forts of the UNHCR to open safe
passage for civilians to travel to the
Jaffna Peninsula. This allegation
is wholly false.

Onthe contrary, the LTTE wel-
comed the initiative taken by
UNHCR to get the route along
Poonakari opened for the move-
ment of civilians. In fact, the LTTE
suggested that civilians pass
through the route under the super-
visionof UNHCR. However, given
that the Sri Lankan army operated
a checkpoint at Vavuniya for civil-
ians travelling to the North, the
LTTE objected to the Sri Lankan
Army operating another check
point at Poonakari, which was
well within Tamil territory.

“Mr. Marapane also alleges that
the LTTE rejected the mediatory
efforts of the UNHCR for the ‘trans-
port of essential requirements for
the people ’ in the North. This
allegation too is wholly false. Mr.
Marapane fails to disclose that the
negotiations between Sri Lanka
and the LTTE, for the transport of
essential requirements, took place
in connection with the request for
the release of 39 Sinhala prisoners
of war held by the LTTE. The facts
are as follows:

InJune thisyear, in consequence
of a fast undertaken by the Sinhala
prisoners of war held by the LTTE
Sri Lanka’s Brigadier Weer—
asekera came to Jaffna. The LTTE
requested Brigadier Weerasekera
to give a list of the Tamil prisoners
of war held by the Government of
Sri Lanka. The LTTE told him that

continued on page 4
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British me Minister rs nds fo
International Federation of Tamils:

"..We have reqularly said that
our good offices are available to
help talks start - unfortunately
negotiations are no closer...”

British Prime Minister Rt.Hon. John Major, has
responded to the letter sent by the International Feder-
ation of Tamils on the occasion of the march organised
to mark the 10th Anniversary of the July’83 genocide
of Tamilsintheisland of Sri Lanka. The text of the reply
from the British Foreign & Commonwealth Office
dated 9 August 1993 and addressed to Mr.A.C -
Shanthan, Secretary of the International Federation of
Tamils, read:

*“Thank you for your letter of 24 July to the
Prime Minister. I have been asked to reply on his
behalf. I have read your analysis of the back-
ground to the conflict in Sri Lanka carefully. It is
tragic that the fighting continues after so long. It
is clearly the people of the North and East who
are hardest hit. Their conditions are undoubtedly
difficult. The British Government’s policy is quite
clear. We along with our European partners,
believe the only way to achieve a lasting peace in
SriLankais through a negotiated, political settle-
ment reached by all parties to the conflict. We
have long urged this course of action as the only
way forward to a lasting solution which recognis-
es the rights of all the peoples of Sri Lanka. You
will be aware that we have regularly said that our
good offices are available to help talks start.
Unfortunately negotiations are no closer.”

The IFT, in its letter of 24 July 1993, had urged the
UK Government to support the call of 15 NGOs for
international recognition of the Tamil population in the
North-East of the island as a ‘people’ with the right to
freely choose their political status.

The IFT letter (the full text of which appeared in the
July issue of Network) pointed out: ‘“The gross consist-
ent and continuing violations of the rights of the Tamil
people, by the Sri Lankan government and its agencies,
have been well documented by innumerable reports of
human rights organisationsand independent observers
of the Sri Lankan scene and the record shows:

that the attack on the human rights of the Tamil
people commenced morethanforty years ago; that the
attackwasinitially resisted by the Tamil people by non
violent means together with a parliamentary cam-
paign for a federal constitution; that this non violent
resistance was met with planned Sinhala violence
directed to subjugate the Tamil people to the will of a
permanent Sinhala majority within the confines of an
unitary state; that the armed resistance of the Tamil
people arose as a defence against decades of oppres-
sive rule by an alien Sinhala majority;
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Thyagam defies direct trans-
lation into English. The closest
English word, martyrdom, has
too rough an edge toit. Thygam
has a more rounded feel.

A thyagi knows thathenot only
has a duty but that he also has the
right to act. At the same time he
knows that he has no right to the
fruits of his action. In the action
lies the reward. A thyagi knows
that to seek change withouta will-
ingness to suffer to bring about
that change, is but to end up mak-
ing impotent pleas for fairplay and
Jjustice and issuing stultifying ulti-
matums withoutsanctions. A thyagi
isno impotent pleader. He does not

plead for fairplay and justice. He
demands it. He does not beg for
freedom. He is free. The cyanide
capsule in the hands of the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam is
evidence not of a simple minded
willingness to die but of a fierce
determination that cries out: “‘I
will not lose my freedom except
with my life.>

It is this determination and this
cry which has found an answering
response in the hearts and minds of
the Tamil people everywhere, liv-
ing today in many lands and across
distant seas. Itis this thyagam, it is
this willingness to suffer to bring
about change, which has made
Velupillai Pirabakaran and the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam not
only the leaders of the Tamil
national liberation struggle, but
also its undying symbols.

The words of Velupillai Pira—
bakaran uttered on the occasion of
the Maha Veerar Thinam in No-
vember 1992 bear repetition:

“The strength of our struggle
arises from the fierce determina-
tion of our fighters. Their firm
commitment and their courage to
act without the fear of death are the
force and resource of our struggle.
The whole world is providing arms
and funds to our enemy. We arenot
begging from the world. We stand
firm on our own legs, on our own
soil, with our own people and fight
with our own hands. Since we are
firmly rooted in our own strength
we stand upright without bowing
to the pressures of others. Today,
our liberation struggle is situated
in a complex historical conjunc-
ture faced with new challenges and
new crises. Our enemy, having
firmly closed down the doors of
peace, has embarked on a course of
escalating the war... We are not war-
mongers who love violence. We
want a permanent, stable and hon-
ourable peace. One day, when our
enemy knocks at our doors for
peace, we will extend the hand of
friendship.”

The Tamil national struggle is
no aftemoon tea party. The new
balances that are being struck in
the emerging multi—polar world
are not without relevance to the
struggle in Tamil Eelam. It used to
be said that states have permanent
interests but do not have perma-
nent friends. This may be even
more 5o in the case of nations strug-
gling to become states.

Sometime ago, the Harvard Uni-
versity Graduate School of Busi-
ness Administration, sent out a
letter secking new subscribers for
one of its publications. The letter
read;

"The professional practise of
management is as challenging and
complex as the practices of medi-
cine and law. Yet we never hear of
a 1-minute trial lawyer. One minute
is about how long the physician or
attorney who tries it will last. The
quick fix, The toq simple solution:

The latest fad. They have no more
place in your office than in the
operating room or the court room."

That which is true in relation to
the office, the operating room and
the court is perhaps even more true
inrelation to anational struggle for
freedom. Answers to the deeper
issues which confront the Tamil
national liberation struggle are un-
likely to come from those who
devote a few moments of their un-
doubtedly busy lives to suggest the
‘quick fix', which they believe has
somechow escaped the attention of
those who have taken the struggle
forward on the ground during the
pastseveralyears. Abusyexpatri-
ate Tamil professional in Australia
once remarked to a Tamil activist:
““You know, the trouble is that the
‘boys’ have brawn but no brains’’.
e = il el

“The cyanide eapsule in
the hands of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam is
evidence not of a simple
minded willingness to die
but of a fierce determina-
tion that cries out: “l will
not lose my freedom except
with my life.” It is this
deteemination and this cey
which has found an answer-
ing response in the hearls
and minds of the Tamil
people everywhere, living
teday in many lands and
across distant seas. It is
this thyagam, it is this
willingness o suffer to bring
about change, which has
made Velupillai Pirabakaran
and the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam not only the
leaders of the Tamil nation-
al liberation struggle, but
also its undying symbols."

The reply from the Tamil activ-
ist was perhaps, overly sharp but
it was telling: * ‘My dear friend, the
trouble with you is that you have
neither the brawn nor the brains -
neither the brawn to go to Tamil
Eeclam and join the struggle nor
the brains to look deeper into the
issues that confront the struggle
and make a useful contribution from
outside. Ifyou had done the latter,
you would have hopefully, begun
to learn that to a leadership which
has gone through the university of the
liberation struggle on the ground,
much of what you say will seem to
come from the kindergarten”’.

The 1-minute ‘political adviser’
is not very different from the 1-
minute brain surgeon or the 1-
minute trial lawyer. One minute is
about how long he will last in the

struggle before succumbing to the
forces ranged against it.

Every Tamil, wherever he may
live, will need to ask himself where
he stands in relation to the Tamil
national struggle in Tamil Eelam.
He needs to ask whether he sup-
ports the struggle of the people of
Tamil Eelam for self determina-
tion. He needs to ask whether the
Tamil people in the island of Sri
Lanka were subject to an ever wid-
ening and deepening oppression
under successive Sinhala dominat-
ed governments for several dec-
adesand whetheran oppressed peo-
ple have both the moral and the
legal rightto take to arms to resist
that oppression.He needs to ask
whether the armed struggle of the
people of Tamil Eelam is not only
just but also lawful.

He also needs to ask himself:
‘“What does that struggle in Tamil
Eelam mean to me ?°° Is it some
struggle ‘out there’ unrelated to his
own existence? Or is it a struggle
that is inextricably linked with his
own natural identity and that ofhis
children and his children’s children?

If he does not seek to deny his
own past; if, onthe contrary, he
feels enrichened by his Tamil
heritage; if he shares the pain
and suffering of his brothers
and sisters in Tamil Eelam be-
cause he has known something
about the nature of that pain
himself; if he knows that wher-
ever he may live, his environ-
ment will continue to remind
him, even on those occasions
that he may forget, that heis a
Tamil; if he believes that the
culture of a people will die with-
out the political power of a state
committed to preserveit; ifhe
recognises that to live with dig-
nity as a Tamil in any land and
not as a wandering nomad with-
out a land, Tamil Eelam must
take its place amongst the na-
tions of the world - if he knows
all this, then he will know that
he has not simply the duty but
also the right to involve himself
in the struggle for Tamil Eelam
and take it forward. He will
know that he has not simply the
duty but also the right to sup-
port the leaders of that strug-
gle, the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam. He will know that
he has the duty and the right to
support, not blindly, but with
eyes open, not only with his heart
but also with his mind, reason-
ing, purifying and strengthen-
ing the struggle, at every stage,
in its onward lawful progress -
but at the same time howing his
head in all humility before the
thyagam of those on the ground
who have given so much of them-
selves so that we, as a people,
may live in freedom. - ...

New Delhi
‘Democracy’

Whilst New Delhi contin-
ues with its offorts to manage
the Tamil struggle in such a way
as to serve its own internal and
foreign policy objectives, the
corruption that bubbled to the
surface during the recent no
confidence motion on the
Narasimha Rao government
served to expase not simply the
goverament's tenuous hold on
power but, more importantly,
the rotting core of ‘democeacy’,
New Delhi siyle.

Indis Abroad reported on 8 Au-
gust on what it describeed as the
‘scens of bribery and chicanery':

“An incbriated lawmaker, an
injured damsel and a clutch of
opposition MPs vulnerable to the
ruling party's blandishments, came
to the rescue of a fottering
Narasimha Reo government last
week. Together they made for an
unappetizing and sometimes un-
seemly spectacle. There were open
allegations in Parliament of money
changing hands and members of
parliament being plied with liquor
and other temptations to influence
their votes. Journalists reported
having spotted businessmen with
bulging briefcases roaming inside
parliamentary corridors as a con-
tingency measure for sleventh hour
manipulation. There were accounts
of lawmakers being shadowed by
armed guards to prevent their being
lured away by ruling party touts.

The Economic Times, a serious
newspaper that is a favourite of the
business community said, ‘The po-
litical grapevine has been abuzz
with the current rate of gatting one
vote. It was being put at
Rs.500,000 for absenting, Rs.
One Million for abstaining and
anything from Re.5 million to Rs.20
million for opposing the no confi-
dence motion.’

Even during the debata, one of o
four member faction from Bihar
bargained that his group would vote
with the goverament if Rao looked
favourably on it demand for a
separate state for the tribal popu-
lation. Rao agreed and his govern-
ment survived as seven members of
the Janata Dals’s Ajit Singh fac-
tion switched loyalties at the last
minute in the ruling party's favour.

Rao's defence of himself and his
government was an anticlimax. He
skirted the corruption issue, the
main focus of the opposition motion
.. (and) ended by meandering through
amorass of dry statistical data...in
such non controversial areas like
fartlilizar, oilseed and textiles.”

Significantly, Me.Jayalalitha's
AIADMK voted with the opposition
and supported the no confidence

motion.

HLOIPH CHFUI DLOUGTF  Fi6)IQH6I




Page 3

www.tamilarangam.net
NETWORK

August 1993

Savifri comments on Nobel Prize W inners’ Peace Plan:

"Sti Lanka and LTTE should invite
UN Secretary General to mediate”

Four Nobel Prize Winners,
George Wald of USA, Malread
Corrigan-Maguire of UK, Ilya
Prigogine of Belgium and Jan
Tinbergen of Netherlands pre-
sented a ‘peace plan for Sri Lan-
ka’ to the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment and to the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam in early

August.
The basic proposal of the ‘peace

plan’ was that the Sri Lankan gov-

ernment and the LTTE should in-
vite the United Nations Secretary
General to send a special envoy to
mediate a negotiated settlement.

This agreement could include
the following provisions:

(a) A ceasefire verified by the
United Nations. Precedent for such
intervention is found in Security
Council Resolution 186.

(b) The establishment of buffer
zones through mutual agreement
by the disengagement of military
forces in selected areas, such as
parts of the North and East.

(c) UN observed elections in the
North and East.

The peace planalso argued fora
federal form of government as a
way of satisfying the “aspirations
in the North and East’.

The peace plan was initiated by
the World Council for Global Co-
operation in Toronto, Canada. The
four Nobel Laureates have won
prizes in their specialities. Prof.
George Wald was awarded the
Nobel Prize in 1967 for his insight
in discovering the underlying
chemical processes of human vi-
sion. An awowed pacifist, he cam-
paigned against the Vietnam war
and all forms of nuclear testing. He
also served on the Peoples Tribu-
nal established in 1985 to inquire
into the genocide of Armenians by
the Turks. Ms. Mairead Corrig-
an-Maguire of Northern Ireland
won the award in 1977 for her
efforts to end the violence in Bel-
fast between Catholics and Protes-
tants. Prof. Ilya Prigogine was
awarded the Nobel Prize for Chem-
istry in 1977 for widening the scope
of thermodynamics. He was born
in Moscow at the start of the Rus-
sian Revolution. At the age of four,
his parents fled with him as exiles
and wandered through Lithuania
and Germany before settling in
Belgium. Prof. Jan Tinbergen
won the prize in 1969 for Econom-
ics. He has been a pacifist since his
youth. Asa matter of conscience he
refused to serve in the Dutch army.

Sri Lankan President D.B. Wij—
etunge’s immediate response was
anattempt to play down the signif-

“ jcance of the-Peace Plan. -He 1e- -

portedly told a foreign news corre-
spondentin Colombo thatthe peace
plandid not have any official status
because it was from a non govern-
mental body.

However, President Wije-
tunge and his government have
enough political savvy to know
that a peace plan supported by
four Nobel Prize Winners, and
that too, residing in four differ-
ent countries, did not materialise
from thin air.

The state controlled Sri Lanka
Sunday Observer of 8 August 1993
carried aphoto of the UN Secretary
General Mr. Boutros Ghali togeth-
er with Ms. Mairead Corrigan-
Maguire and Mr. James Nicholas,
the International Secretary of the
World Council for Global Co-op-

government should give first pri-
ority to this conflict. If anyone is
willing to do this, DUNF will sup-
port such action to the hilt.”’

This, ofcourse, was the familiar
Jeff and Mutt act of Sinhala poli-
tics. In this instance, President
D.B.Wijetunge played the soft spo-
ken reflective Jeff. DUNF General
Secretary Premachandra was the
tough talking brutish Mutt feeding
Sinhalachauvinism with that which
it wanted to hear.

Unsurprisingly, the Sri Lan-
ka government rejected the
Peace Plan suggested by the four
Nobel Prize Winners and reject-
ed any UN intervention. The
state controlled Daily News gave
prominence to the strong opposi-
tion by the army top brass to any

ofthe plantation Tamils, systemat-
ic state aided Sinhala colonisation
of the Tamil homeland, the enact-
ment of the Sinhala Only law, dis-
criminatory employment policies,

inequitable allocation of resourc-
es to Tamil areas, exclusion of
eligible Tamil students from Uni-
versities andhigher education, and
arefusal to share power within the

Jrame of a federal constitution.”

Political observers in Geneva
have pointed out that the true na-
ture of Sri Lanka’s ‘strong demo-
cratic tradition’ was exposed by
the comments of Senator A.L.—
Missen, then Chairman of the Aus-
tralian Parliamentary Group of
Amnesty International, inthe Aus-
tralian Senate in March 1986 :

“Democracy in Sri Lanka does
not exist in any real sense. The
democracy of Sri Lanka has been
described in the following terms,
terms which are a fair and accu-
rate description: ‘The reluctance
to hold general elections, the muz-
zling of the opposition press, the
continued reliance on extraordi-
nary powers unknown to a free
democracy, arbitrary detention
without access to lawyers or rela-
tions, torture of detainees on a
systematic basis, the intimidation
of the judiciary by the executive,

... political observers have welcomed the basic proposal of the Peace Plan that
the Sri Lankan goverament and the LTTE should invite the United Nations Sectetary
General to send a special envoy to mediate a negotiated settlement. This is regarded
as an important first step in any move towards peace in the island.

eration. The message of the photo-
graph was not lost on the Sri Lanka
Government.

Sri Lanka knows well enough
that it cannot pursue its waragainst
the Tamil people without foreign
aid and the support of aid donors.

At a recent school prize giving
function, President D.B.—Wije-
tunge declared: “’ The ongoing war
costs the government a staggering
Rs.25 billion every year Govern-
ment spending allocated for educa-
tion was Rs.15 billion. The gov-

UN intervention. In tones remi-
niscent of ex President J.R.—Jaya-
wardene, the Sri Lanka government
responded tothe International Secre-
tary of the World Council for Global
Co-operation:

“*As you know, Sri Lanka is a
country with a strong democratic
tradition. Governments have been
elected by universal adult franchise
since 1931. Therefore any proposed
solution to the present problem has a
chance of success only if it is accept-
able to the generality of the people.
Such a solution can emerge only

the disenfranchisement of the op-
position, an executive President
who holds undated letters of resig-
nation_from members of the legis-
lature, an elected President who
publicly declares his lack of care
Jor the lives or opinion of asection
of his electorate, and the contin-
ued subjugation of the Tamil peo-
ple by a permanent Sinhala major-
ity, within the confines of an uni-
tary constitutional frame, consti-
tute the reality of ‘democracy’, Sri
Lankan style.’”

Again, whilst President Wije-

«..this month, individuals and erganisations sympathetic to New Delhi, including s
tepresentative of a Tamil quisling group, surfaced in Geneva and were busy lobbying
to prevent the passing of a Sub Commission Resolution recommending that the UN
Secretary General intervene in the conflict in the island on the basis of ‘the recognition
of the right of the people in the NorthEast to freely choose their political status'....The
tactic of the lobbyists was to suggest an alternative watered down resolution excluding
the invitation to the UN Secretary General...

ernment could have increased
spending on educationifnot for the
prolonged North-East war. As an
immediate end to the war is not in
sight the government has to allo-
cate another Rs.25 billion next year
as well.””

At the sametime the General
Secretary of the opposition DUNF,
Mr.G.M.Premachandra was all for
the direct ‘gung ho’ approach and
urged the Government to stop eve-
rything else for sometime and use
all the resources at its command to
go ahead with the north-cast war.
In a statement to the press he said:
‘’Mrs.Bandaranaike (of the SLFP,
the other Sinhala opposition party)
had also urged the government to

.take this course of action: ' The

through an internal political process. >’

President Wijetunge’s ref-
erence to Sri Lanka’s ‘strong
democratic tradition’ musthave
raised eyebrows in Geneva
where, in February this year, 15
non governmental organisations,
including the World Confedera-
tion of Labour, declared at the UN
Human Rights Commission:

“..the armed struggle of the
Tamil people for self determina-
tion, arose as a response to dec-
ades of an ever widening and deep-
ening oppression by a permanent
Sinhala majority, within the con-
fines of an unitary Sri Lankan
state... it was an oppression which
ducluded the. disenfranchisement

tunge wasinsisting that a ‘solution
can emerge only through an inter-
nal process’, the Leaderof SriLan-
ka’s Delegation to the UN Sub
Commission on Protection of Mi-
norities was not averse in seeking
some outside help to further that
‘internal process’. He declared in
Geneva on 11 August:

It is the view of the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka that internation-
al isolation and rejection of the
LTTE would certainly force the
LTTE to reassess its position.”’

His further complaint that “’the
mediatory efforts of the govern-
ment of India °* were rejected by
the LTTE was seen by diplomatic
observers as an attempt to rein-
force thebridges Sri Lankais how
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building with New Delhiasa coun-
terpoise to the influence that foreign
aid donors may seek to wield.

Political observers have com-
mented that the belligerent tone
of Sri Lanka’s statement reflect-
ed the support that it has re-
ceived from New Delhi to block
international recognition of the
Tamils’ right to self determination.

Both Sri Lanka and India ap-
pearto have been concerned that in
February this year, 15 influential
NGOs called upon the UN Human
Rights Commission in Geneva to
(a) accord open recognition to the
existence of the Tamil homeland
in the North and East of the Island;
and (b) recognise that the Tamil
populationin the North and East of
the island constitute a ‘people’ with
the right to self determination. On
that occasion, Sri Lanka’s Repre-
sentative resorted to bluster, dis-
missing the NGO statement as
‘baseless propaganda’’ and threat-
ened that any action that the Com-
mission may take to recognise the
Tamil homeland and the Tamil
right to self determination will ‘put
the future of the Tamil population
living outside the Northern and
Eastern Provinces in jeopardy’.

Now that President Premada-
sa is no more, New Delhi’s links
with Colombo have grown clos-
er. It believes that it can go back
to its influential old friends, ex
PresidentJ.R.—Jayawardene and
Gamini Dissanayake with their
links in the Sinhala Buddhist
Goigama establishment. The
trouble ofcourse is that J.R. is no
longer President and Gamini has
not yet become one. But New
Delhi reasons that its clout, as a
regional power, will be an influ-
ential factor in determining the
outcome of the next Presidential
stakes in Sri Lanka. Even with-
out Gamini, Ranil (plus the Wi-
jewardene family including JRJ)
may also do as well, so far as New
Delhi is concerned.

At the sametime New Delhi also
knows that without the Tamil strug-
gle to keep Colombo off balance,
Colombo may, in the end, tilt
towards its aid donors. After all it
was to prevent that tilt and to push
Colombo towards New Delhi, that
New Delhi and its agents secretly
and later, openly gave material
assistance to the Tamil guerilla
movement in the 1980s. That sup-
port, ofcourse, stopped well short
of recognising the Tamils’ right to
self determination. Apart from
any constraints that the interna-
tional frame may have imposed on
its freedom to so do, New Delhi
alsofeared that such recognition of
the Tamil struggle may have a
domino effect on other struggles
for self determination inside India.
Then Indian Foreign Secretary,
Romesh Bhandari (reputedly, the
bull who carried his china shop
with him) put it bluntly to the
Tamil delegation at Thimpu in
1985: ‘How can we recognise your
right to self determination? If we
do that then we will have to recog-
nise the right of each of the prov-
inces of India to self determina-
tion.”’

New Delhi’s preferred policy is
tomaintain a foot hold in the Tamil
cause through a merged NorthEast

conitinued on.page 4. . .



August 1993

www.tamilarangam.net
NETWORK

Page 4

LTTE International Secretariat replies to Sri Lanka:

continued from page 1

it would exchange 39 Sinhala pris-
onersofwar for 39 Tamil prisoners
ofwar. But Brigadier Weerasekera
said that the Government was not
willing to hand over a list of pris-
oners because that was a defence
secret!

Sinhala prisoners of war are
held by LTTE in accordance with
international humanitarian law.
They are presented to the ICRC.
The ICRC makes monthly checks
on the food and medical services
provided to them. But the where-
abouts of the Tamil prisoners of
war are not known. The ICRC does
not visit the Tamils held by the
Government as prisoners of war.
Exchange of prisoners of war is an
international norm. But the Sri
Lanka Government refused to rec-
ognise this.

1t was faced with this refusal,
that the LTTE made an alternative
suggestion. It requested Sri Lanka
to lift the economic blockade to the
Peninsula in return for the release
of'the prisoners. After some nego-
tiations, it was agreed with Brig-
adier Weerasekera that as a first
step, the ban would be lifted on
some of the items, and that these
items would be sent to Jaffna pe-
ninsula, as a condition for the re-

lease of prisoners. However, the
Sri Lanka Government later resiled
from this agreement.

The falsity of the allegations
made by Sri Lanka to the UN Sub
Commission serve to expose the
Government’s true intent. The Sri
Lanka government is engaged in
awarforland in the Tamil home-
land. In the East, whole villages
have been emptied and driven out
by the army from their homes and
occupations and turned into refu-
gees. At the same time Sri Lanka
has increased the pace of settling
armed Sinhala people in former
Tamil areas. It is clear that the
Government’s objective isto make
the Tamils in the east a minority
in their own homeland.

The statement of Mr.Marapane
to the Sub Commission that
‘ground conditions in the Eastern
Province indicate that a referen-
dum could be held in the course of
this year’ to determine the ‘will of
the people whether the Eastern
Province should be continued to be
joined to the Northern Province’
serves only to confirm that objective,

Mr. Marapane states : “The gov-
ernment continues to hope that the
LTTE too would see the merits of a
negotiated settlement”. However,
Mr. Marapane chooses to ignore

the fact_that the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam have, for several
years, consistently declared their
willingness to enter into talks with
the Sri Lanka Government Healso
chooses to ignore the fact that the
Sri Lankan government has not
seriously responded to the many
proposals for cease-fire and peace
talks, even when presented by oth-
er concerned governments; that it
rejected the Canadian Human
Rights Mission, composed of mem-
bers of Parliament, religious lead-
ers, a lawyer and a journalist as a
mediating body; and that this was
followed by a failure to respond to an
offer by the government of Australia
to mediate.

The leader of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, Velupillai
Pirabakaran, has declared that
the LTTE was prepared to con-
sider afederal structure with the
NorthEast forming the Tamil
homeland. But it is clear that the
Government of Sri Lanka is bent
on dividing the Tamil homeland
in the NorthEast. The Libera-
tion Tigershave repeatedly made
their position clear - if the Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka persists in
its determination to subjugate the
Tamil people, the Tamils will
have no alternative but to contin-
ue to fight to restore their own
sovereign state.’’

Savifri comments on Nobel Prize Winners Peace Plan...

continued from page 3

Provincial Council and also secure
Sinhala support by taking a stand
against Tamil self determination.
Its message to the Sinhala political
leadership is: ‘If you do not play
ball, then we will back the Tamil
struggle - however, we will do all
we can to help you play ball with
us, even if that means having a
Sinhala appointed executive gov-
ernor for the Tamil province(s)’’

Itis to put this policy into effect,
_that New Delhi needs Tamil quis-
lings willing to play the support-
ing puppet role in the North-East -
and Sinhala agents who will doits
bidding in Colombo. To this end,
NewDelhi has Provincial Council
Chief Minister-in-Waiting, Quis-
ling Varadarajah Perumal ever
ready and willing in the wings in
Orissa, as well as the rump of the
TULF and other sundry Tamil quis-
lings hanging around for crumbs
in Colombo. But the supply of
‘credible’ Tamil quislings may be
running out. New Delhi may be-
lieve that with the Chengleput show
trial against the leader of the LTTE
being kept on the boil, it has yet
another lever to wield at the appro-
priate stage.

Be that all as it may, this
month, individuals and organisa-
tions sympathetic to New Delhi,
including a representative of a
Tamil quisling group surfaced in
Geneva and were busy lobbying
against a draft Sub Commission
Resolution which recommended:

> that the Secretary General
consider invoking his good offices
with the aim of contributing to the
establishment of peace in the is-
land of Sri Lanka, through recog-
nition of the existence of the Tamil
homeland in the North and East of
the island and recognition of the
right of the Tamil people in the
North and East of the island to
freely choose their political status
taking note of the principles of self

determination enshrined inthe UN
charter and UN covenants.”’

The tactic of the lobbyists was to
suggest an alternative watered
down resolution excluding the in-
vitation to the UN Secretary Gen-
eral.

That new Delhi’s foreign policy
is directed to minimise, if not ex-
clude UN (code for US) involve-
ment in Sri Lanka and generally in
the Indian Ocean region may be
understandable. That new Delhi is
intent on pursuing Foreign Secre-
tary Dixit’s celebrated ‘calibrated’
approach to making New Delhi’s
own deals with the US and the
West, and in this way enhance New
Delhis’s influence on the world
stage is also understandable. But
the extent to which New Delhi,
which is not a super power, can act
like one is another matter.

The tragedy of New Delhi’s
foreign policy is its continued
myopic refusal to recognise that
support for the Tamils’ struggle
for self determination will lead
not to the break up of the Indian
Union but to a strengthened free
association, of the peoples of the
Indian region. It is a tragedy that
appears rooted in the weak politi-
cal leadership at the helm of affairs
inNew Delhi, concerned only with
‘short termism’ and lacking the
political vision to grasp the politi-
cal force generated by struggles for
self determination.

However, notwithstanding the
international frame and the deals
that may be struck from time to
time between the contending
‘powers that be’, and notwith-
standing the sayings of Sinhala
political Jeffs and Mutts, polit-
ical observers have welcomed the
basic proposal of the Nobel Prize
Winners’ Peace Plan viz. that the
Sri Lankan government and the
LTTE should invite the United
Nations Secretary General to

send a special envoy to mediate a
negotiated settlement. This is
regarded as an important first
step in any move towards peace
in the island. The terms of the
joint invitation by Sri Lanka and
the LTTE would also have pro-
vided the terms of reference for
the UN intervention.

But in the run up to the next
Presidential elections scheduled for
end 1994, and the pivotal role of
the Sinhala army and its Goigama
Buddhist political backers, it is not
surprising that President Wijetunge
should prefer to persevere in his
efforts to keep western aid donors
happy with talk, whilst at the same
time securing New Delhi’s assist-
ance to isolate and weaken the
LTTE and in this way ‘manage’
Tamil resistance.

Here, in the words of the LTTE
International Secretariat Press Re-
lease of 16 August 1993, “‘the Par-
liamentary Select Committee
mechanism provides the Sri Lanka
government with a useful cover of
‘reasonableness’ for international
consumption, enabling it to avoid
direct talks with the LTTE and also
continue its genocidal military op-
erations against the Tamil peo-
ple.”’

But it is a moot point as to how
long tactics such as these will be
effective in the face of continued
determined resistance by the
Tamil people led by the LTTE.
The words of its own Cabinet-
Minister Thondaman in a press
interview on 23 March 1992,
should serve as a useful reminder
to the Sri Lanka government:

““If you mean defeating the
LTTE, it could in my opinion be
equated to defeating every single
Tamil in the North-East. One
thing is clear. You cannot isolate
the LTTE from the rest of the
Tamil people. Wiping out the
LTTE means wiping out the

on Serbian terms.”’

a people not without wisdom.

Food for thought in the real world

Martin Woollacott commenting in the Guardian of 23 Au-
gust on the Bosnian Geneva talks referred to Lord Owen’s
press conference on the latest peace plan:

*“The war has always been a struggle both for territory and for
legitimacy. For a long time Serbia has been a victor on the ground
and a loser diplomatically, while Bosnia’s position has been the
reverse.. (Lord Owen) knew, he signalled by his mein - and the
reporters knew - what the real world was like, what was possible
and what was not. At one point he said he ‘wasn’t born yesterday.’

Nobody involved in this war, in fighting it or in trying to stop
it, was born yesterday. What matters most in any agreement,
is territory, what matters secondly is international legitimacy,
what matters thirdly are constitutional arrangements and what
matters least are human rights provisions..

Here then is an agreement which legitimises Serbian conquests,
which hands territory to the Croats.. and which under cover of UN
administration could lead to the partitioning of Sarajevo itself.
Against this, it gives the Muslims a block of 1and and some access
tothesea... If they get a lot of economic help from the West and the
Islamic countries - and that is a big if - they might survive... Once
Europe and America had decided against military intervention in
Yugoslavia, it was inevitable that any peace plan would be largely

Fools, itis said do not learn evenfrom their own experience.
Wise men learn from the experience of others. The Tamils are

British Prime Minister responds to IFT...

continued from page 1

that international lawrecognisesthat the armedresistance of the Tamil
people is lawful and just; that Sri Lanka has committed systematic
violations of the humanitarian law of armed conflict in its effort to quell
thearmedresistance of the Tamil people; that Sri L anka’s sustained attack
on the Tamil people amounts to genocide; that international law
recognises the combatant status of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelamwhotoday leadthe struggle of the Tamil people for national self
determination ; that the territorial integrity of the Tamil homeland
continues to be defended by the Tamil people against the planned and
determined attacks of the Sinhala dominated Sri Lanka government;
and that Sri Lanka’s continued refusal to recognise the claim of the
Tamilpeopletotheright to self determination constitutes a continuing

breach by Sri Lanka of a peremptory norm of international law.

human rights and justice’.

Book Release

INDICTMENT

AGAINST SRI LANKA

The gross, systematic and continuing violations of the
rights of the Tamil people, by the Sri Lankan government
and its agencies, have been well documented by innumera-
ble reports of human rights organisations and independent
observers of the Sri Lankan scene.

The Legal and Human Rights Division of the International
Secretariat of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam has
brought together extracts from some of these reports in a
publication entitled “Indictment against Sri Lanka”.The book
is priced at £10 (inclusive of postage), and is available for
purchase by mail order fromIFT, 17 Birchview Close, Yateley,
Camberiey, Surrey GU17 7DL

This 126 page book is an invaluable addition to the
armoury of all human rights activists engaged in furthering
the Tamil cause - a cause which was described by one such
activist in 1984 as being ‘the very essence of the cause of

Tamils. Until there are Tamils
there will be a LTTE hard-core.
Remember that the LTTE... is
seeking to express the aspira-
tions of the Tamil people... In the
context of the Tamil people, it is
ultimately only the LTTE that is
holding the fort.”’

Martin Woollacott’s comments
in the Guardian of 23 August on
the Bosnian war will also help to
focus the minds of everbody on the
priorities of the real world: *‘No-
body involved in this war, in fight-
ing it or in trying to stop it, was
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born yesterday. What matters
most.. is territory, what matters
secondly is international legitima-
cy. what matters thirdly are consti-
tutional arrangements..."’

The last word may be, appro-
priately, left to Velupiliai Pira-
bakaran who said in December
1991: *’It is the Sri Lanka gov-
ernment that has failed to learn
the lessons from the emergence
of the struggles for self determi-
nation in several parts of the globe
and the innovative structural
changes that have taken place.”’
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