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Savifricomments on Sinhala chauvinism’s growing need for foreign aid

Sri Lanka loses 300 million
rupee gun boat in sea battle

he Sri Lankan

Navy lost a 300

million rupee
DVRO fast attack patrol
craft in a sea battle with the
LTTE off the coast of Point
Pedro on August 29. The
Liberation Tigers seized the
weaponry on the DVRO be-
fore it sank. This follows
upon the Sri Lanka army’s
loss of more than fifty mil-
lion rupees worth of weap-
ons and ammunition to the
LTTE in the Janakapura
Camp attack on July 24.

The Israeli built super Dvro
fast patrol craft, one of the
most efficient vessels in the Sri
Lanka Navy’s fleet was surround-
ed by four Sea Tiger boats off the
N-E coast near Point Pedro in the
Indian Ocean, on Sunday, 29 Au-
gust 1993 at about 9.30 a.m.

’I‘he four Sea Tigerboats were
mounted with fifty calibre
(five zero) guns. In the gun battle
that ensued, one of the Sea Tiger
boats, packed with explosives, and

“The current joke doing
the rounds in informed
circles is that Sri Lanka
needs foreign aid not only
to finance its own war
effort but the resistance
of the LTTE as well!”

with two Black Sea Tigers, Major
Puvindran and Captain Manirasan
on board, surged ahead and
rammed the super Dvro and blew
it up. The two Black Sea Tigers
died as martyrs in the Tamil
struggle for freedom.

rished with the Dvro were
its captain, Lt. Wimalaweera, his 8
member crew and four other offic-
ers including Lt.J.G.Punch-ihewa
who was the Captain of a sister
Dvro craft The weaponry seized by
theLiberation Tigers from the DVRO
included two 23 mm cannons, one
fifty calibre (five zero) gun, person-
al weapons and ammunition..

I;eis reported that those who

The front page of the Tamil
tabloid Eela Natham pub-.

lished in Jaffna on the following
+'4y, 30 August, carried a photo-
graph of the LTTE leader, Velu-
“The DVRO debacle,
however, was not without
benefit to the growing
number of Sinhala busi-
ness concerns with vested
interests in the prolonga-
tion of the war ...Colombo
Dockyard (Pvt)Ltd plans
to obtain the technology
and build two more FACs
and deliver them to the
Navy early next year...”

pillai Pirabakaran inspecting the
captured weapons on Sunday af-
ternoon. This was the second Dvro
to be sunk by the LTTE. The other
was blown up by sea mines last
year. This latest sinking comes in
the wake of the sinking of two
other Sri Lanka inshore Patrol
Crafts during the previous week.
The Defence Correspondent
of the Sinhala owned Sri
Lanka Sunday Times commented
on 5 September:

‘“The past month of the Eelam
War II appears to have taken a
somewhat serious turn compared
to many previous months. This is
particularly (sic) in terms of the
prohibitively costly losses for the
security forces and the corre-
spondingly high gains of weap-
onry for the (LTTE) ... First it
was on the ground at Janakapu-
ra Camp on 25 July. An estimat-
ed Rs.50 million worth of mili-
tary hardware and other materi-
al were lost... And now the loss of
the super Dvro alone is over
Rs.300 million not to mention
the cannons, fifty calibre guns,
personal weapons and the patrol
craft...”’

he current joke doing the

rounds in informed cir-
cles is that Sri Lanka needs for-
eign aid not only to finance its
war effort but the resistance of
the LTTE as well! The more
serious question that is being in-
creasingly asked by certain non

governmental organisations is
whether foreign aid and arms to
Sri Lanka will secure stability in
the island.

The DVRO debacle, however,
was not without benefit to the grow-
ing number of Sinhala business
concerns with vested interests in
the prolongation of the war.

e Sinhala owned Sri Lan
ka Sunday Island reported
on 5 September ‘‘The Navy which
lost three patrol vessels last month
will take delivery of two French
built Fast attack Craft (FAC) with-
in the next six weeks. The two
vessels built by a private French
ship building firm in a joint ven-
ture with Colombo Dockyard (Pvt)
Ltd will be delivered to the Navy...
Colombo Dockyard plans to ob-
tain the technology and build two
more FACs and deliver them to
the Navy early next year.”’

hose Sinhala business in

terests who feel that they
have not had a fair share of the
lucrative defence contracts have
not hesitated to blow the whistle
on those who are on the inside
track of the gravy train..

“Speaker M.H. Mo-
hamed told a news confer-
ence this week that some
bureaucrats, politicians
and business men were
like vultures thriving on
the bodies and blood of
the North-East war...
Shady deals ... have been
plaguing this country ..
with ‘AIDS’ acquired ille-
gally and deposited in
Switzerland... ”

The Sinhala controlled Sri Lan-
ka Sunday Times, commented ed-
itorially on 5 September:

‘“Speaker M.H. Mohamed
told a news conference in the
Parliamentary complex this week
that some bureaucrats, politi-
cians and business men were like
vultures thriving on the bodies

continued on page 3

Nctworking to sccure international recognition of Tamils’ right to sclf determination

“We launched our struggle for self
determination and political independ-
ence because of the systematic oppres-

sion of our people by the Sri Lankan
state...”

- Velupillai Pirabakaran,

Leader of the Liberation Tigers

of Tamil Eelam

%ﬁ ThiIagar-Thon&a Meeting

~  Lawrence Thilagar, LTTE Central Committee Mem-
¢ ber, speaking from Paris, told India Abroad (report of 10
. September) that he met with Tourism and Rural Industrial
Development Minister, Savyamurthy Thondaman during
the Minister’s recent visit to Europe. ‘“We discussed new

: He told India Abroad that he had not put forward any :
. peace proposals as such. He had suggested that Minister :

i Lanka state controlled Sunday Observer on 22 August, said that
he was in a catch 22 situation. continued on back page
’:_‘g_’s\_ ' s i s

uth..... “The sad truth is that even when a Parlia

mentary Select Committee was appointed to go #
: into the matter, neither the UNP nor the SLFP -
2~ placed their proposals before the Committee...The Select
Committee which has been deliberating for more than two
years was 1o meet on Friday August 27, 1993 to finalise its
report but in a sad indictment to the ongoing process, no more
than 9 of the 44 members turned up for the meeting, resulting #:
in the meeting being postponed for the lack of a 14 member &
quorum... Of the 44 members of the Committee, 24 are from
= the Government benches.”

-Political Correspondent of the Sinhala controlled Sri
Lanka Sunday Times, 5 September 1993

iction..... "A Select Committee of Parliament com

posed of representatives of all political parties in

Parliament has been working to reach agreement on
: a just and lasting solution to the ethnic question which would
&= satisfy the legitimate aspirations of all communities inhabiting
= the country. The government has stated that it will implement
the recommendations of the Select Committtee.”

- Mr.Tilak Marapane, Leader of Sri Lanka Delegation
speaking at the 45th Session of the UN Sub Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities on
11 August 1993

olitical Reality..... “The Srl Lanka government
has for the past two years and more used the
\ Parliamentary Select Committee mechanism as
.= away of avoiding direct talks with the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam. The Select Committee has deliberated for
. more than two years and the government Is content to allow
. this farce to continue, in the full knowledge that a Select
~ Committee consisting of Sinhala political parties who are at
each others throats and who are intent on positioning
themselves to capture power at the next elections will do
hothing to resoive the conflict. The Select Committee
: mechanism provides the Sri Lanka government with a
useful cover of ‘reasonableness™ for international con-
sumption, whilst it continues its genocidal military opera-
tions against the Tamil people.”

- Press Release of International Secretariat of Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, 16 August 1993
S s e
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Nadesan Satvyendra

I:ealcenajn circles where a
ch is on for a solution to
the armed conflict in the island,
the oft repeated mantra is that Sri
Lanka is a ‘multi ethnic plural
society’. It is a mantra which the
Sri Lanka government has also
found useful to chant from time to
time. The mantra has a nice med-
itative ring to it. It conjures up the
soothing vision of a society where
all ethnic groups are equal and a
plurality of view points is encour-
aged and secured. But mantras
intended to resolve an armed polit-
ical conflict, must fit the political
reality on the ground - and not the

e political reality is that
there is nothing ‘multi eth-
nic or plural’ about the society
over which the Sri Lanka govern-
ment seeks to impose unitary rule.
If nothing else, forty years of gross
and consistent violations of the
human rights of the Tamil people
have seen to that. That these vio-
lations were no accidental happen-
ings is evidenced by the state-
ments of Sinhala political leaders
and opinion makers during the past
several decades:

"The history of Sri Lanka is the
history of the Sinhalese race” -
D.C. Vijayawardhana, The Revolt
in the Temple, 1953

“*...The time has come for the
whole Sinhala race which has ex-
istedfor 2500 years, jealously safe-
guarding their language and reli-
gion, to fight without giving any
quarter to save their birthright... I
will lead the campaign...” -
J.R.Jayawardene, Sinhala Oppo-
sition Leader reported in SriLan-
ka Tribune. 30th August 1957

“If we are ruling, we must rule.
...Let us rule as a majority commu-
nity”. Mrs. Wimala Kannangara
M.P., Sinhala Minister for Rural
Development, in Sri Lanka’s Par-
liament, July 1981

“I am not worried about the
opinion of the Jaffna people... now
we cannot think of them, not about
their lives or their opinion... the
more you put pressure in the north,
the happier the Sinhala people will
be here... Really if I starve the
Tamils out, the Sinhala people will
be happy.” - President J.R.Jay—
awardene, Daily Telegraph, July
1983

““The majority in this country
are Sinhalese. Without the consent
of the majority no one can come
intopower” -Ven.Galaboda Gnan-
assara Thera, the Chief Incumbent
of Gangaramaya, January 1992

It was the Sinhala attempt to
subjugate and assimilate which
led, eventually, to the rise of the
armed resistance of the Tamil peo-
ple, led today by the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

The Tamils of Eelam are not
simply an ethnic group. Their to-
getherness is not only a cultural
togetherness. There are many rea-
sons for this. The Tamils are a
people who have lived within a
relatively well defined territory for
many centuries. It is here that, in
the past, they established their own
separate and independent state and
defended it against alien invaders.
It is here that they founded their
families and it is here that they
soughtrefuge, in more recent times,
from attacks launched by Sinhala
goon squads. These historical
memories are a part of their polit-
ical consciousness today. The
Tamils are a people whose feel-
ings of togetherness have been con-
solidated by over 40 years of ever
widening and deepening Sinhala
oppression. It is a political togeth-
emess which has been cemented

through their participation in a
political struggle against that op-
pression. Their willingness to suf-
fer and if necessary die in that
struggle serves to underline the
poignant strength of the national
political consciousness that they
have acquired.

e words of Hugh Seton-
Watson in Nations and
States are apposite: “A nation is a
community of people, whose mem-
bers are bound together by a sense
of solidarity, a common culture, a
national consciousness...a nation
exists when a significant number
of people in a community consider
themselves to form a nation, or
behave as if they formed one. It is
not necessary that the whole of the
population should so feel, or so
behave, and it is not possible to lay
down dogmatically a minimum
percentage of a population which
must be so affected. When a sig-
nificant group holds this belief, it
possesses ‘national conscious-
ness’... The belief that every state
is a nation, or that all sovereign
states are national states, has done
much to obfuscate human under-
standing of political realities..”

ifteen Non Governmental

Organisations put it suc-
cinctly at the UN Human Rights
Commission in February this year:
‘A social group, which shares ob-
jective elements such as a com-
mon language and which has ac-
quired a subjective consciousness
of togetherness, by its life within a
relatively well defined territory,
and its struggle against alien dom-
ination, clearly constitutes a ‘peo-
ple’ with the right to self determi-
nation.”’

y any and every test, the

Tamils today, constitute a
nation. But, ofcourse, definitions
are not ends in themselves. In
Tamil we say: Ettu Churakai Cur-
riyuku Uthavuthu - ‘the word
churakai written on an ola leaf
cannot be used to make a curry’’.
Simply because, by definition, the
Tamils are a people with the right
toself determination does not mean
that they will somehow be recog-
nised as such by the intemational
community, leave alone by Sri
Lanka.

Martin Woollacott’s recent
comments in the Guardian, on the
Bosnian conflict offer food for
thought about the real world:

‘‘Nobody involved in this war,
in fighting it or in trying to stop
it, was born yesterday. What
matters most in any agreement,
is territory, what matters sec-
ondly is international legitima-
¢y, what matters thirdly are con-
stitutional arrangements and
what matters least are human
rights provisions..”’

he Tamils, too, were not
born yesterday. They
know that it is because the armed
resistance of the Tamil people
led by the Liberation Tigers has
succeeded to the extent that they

hold territory in the North-East
that Tamil rights is on the inter-
national agenda. They know that
if that resistance fails, Sri Lanka
will have no further use for Tamil
quislings. They know that if that
resistance fails, they will be left
with the pleaders of the TULF
rump (and perhaps the Tamil
Congress) whose efforts during
the past forty years and more did
little to stop the omslaught on
Tamil rights and Tamil lives.

rritory, international le
gitimacy, constitutional
provisions and human rights are,
ofcourse, inter connected. With-
outhumanrights, legitimacy may
be more difficult to achieve.
Without legitimacy, it may be
more difficult to hold territory
over a period of time. But with-
out territory, a people will cease
to exist - and in the end it is this
which is fundamental. And it is
this which the SriLanka govern-
ment understands only too well
when it prevaricates on the merg-
er of the North-East, when it
seeks to divide the Tamil home-
land and when it launches its
genocidal military operations in
the North-East.

’I11e sooner that informed sec
tions of the international
community openly recognise that
Sri Lanka is engaged in a war for
land in the Tamil homeland, that
there is nothing ‘multi ethnic or
plural’ about the society over which
the Sri Lanka government seeks to
impose unitary rule, the more
quickly will the search begin for a
political solution where the Tamil
people and the Sinhala people may
freely associate and cooperate with
each other on equal terms.Self-
determination is not a dirty word.

he words of PLO leader

Yasser Arafat at the signing
of the Palestine-Israel Declaration
of Principles on 13 September bear
repetition here:

“‘Our people do not consider
that exercising the right to self
determination could violate the
rights of their neighbours or in-
fringe on their security. Rather,
putting an end to their feelings of
being wronged and of having suf-
fered an historic injustice is the
strongest guarantee to achieve
coexistence and openness be-
tween our two peoples and fu-
ture generations.”’

“The armed struggle of the
Tamil people for selt determi-
nation arose in response to
decades ot oppressive Sinha-
la rule within the confines of

an unitary state. Itis a strug-
gle that is not only just - it is
also lawful.”

Infernational Secretariatot
the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam

“On the night of May 25
(1958) one of the most heinous
crimes in the history of Ceylon
was carried out. Almost simul-
taneously, on the Government
farms at Polon—naruwa and Hin-
gurakgoda, the thugs struck re-
morselessly. The Tamil labour-
ers in the Polonnaruwa sugar
cane plantation fled when they
saw the enemy approaching and
hid in sugar cane bushes. The
goondas wasted no time. They
set the sugar cane alight and
flushed out the Tamils. As they
came out screaming, men, wom-
en and children were cut down
with home made swords, grass
cutting knives and Kkatties or
pulped under heavy clubs.

At the Government farm at
Hingurakgoda, too, the Tamils
were slaughtered thatnight. One
woman in sheer terror embraced
her two children and jumped
into a well. The rioters were
enjoying themselves thorough-
ly. They ripped open the belly
of a woman eight months preg-
nant, and left her to bleed to
death.

First estimates of the mass
murders on that night were
frightening: 150-200 was a quick
guess on the basis of forty fam-
iliesonanaverage of foureach...
A gang of goondas rushed into
the Hindu temple and attempted
to set fire to it. In their frenzy,
they were clumsy and failed to
get the fire going. But they had
a more interesting idea. They
pulled an officiating priest out
of the Kovil and burnt him to a
cinder...

What are we left with (in
1958)? A nation in ruins, some
grim lessons which we cannot
afford to forget and a momen-
tous question: Have the Sin-
halese and Tamils reached the
parting of ways?”

- Tarzie Vittachi in Emergen-
cy 1958: The Story of the Ceylon
RaceRiots,Andre Deutsch, Lon-
don 1958
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Sri Lanka’s loses 300 million rupee gun boat...

continued from front page

and bloodof the North-East war.
These fortune building individu-
als and vested interests do not
want the war to end and will
invoke hell-fires to further their
devilry... Shady deals and dubi-
ous transactions have been plagu-
ing this country .. with AIDS
acquired illegally and deposited
in Switzerland... ”

Sinhala SLFP Chief Minister
of Western Province, Ms. Chan-
drika Bandaranaike Kumaranatun-
ga, with an eye on the next General
Election was quick to exploit the
situation. Ina speech reported in
the Sinhala controlled Sri Lanka
Sunday Times, on 5 September
she said: -

‘‘Forty percent of foreign aid
is used for corrupt and wasteful
practices.”

Thc response of those in pow
er in Sri Lanka to all this

was predictable. On the one hand,
President D.B.Wijetunge as Com-
mander in Chief, upbraided the top
army brass and made it clear that
he was not amused. The Lanka
Guardian reported on 15 August:

From the horse’s
mouth?

“The cost of living (in the
Sinhala South) has become
unbearable for most people...
This is a society bursting at
the seams. Our educational

_ policy is a mess. The public
service is not functioning. The
private sector is rigged ...
Crime and contract killings
are rampant.. With all this
the political structure suc-
ceeds in erecting an artificial
atmosphere that all is well...”
- Sinhala DUNF leader Gamini
Dissanayake.

“In a one and a half talking to
after the July 25 debacle at Jana-
kapura, President D.B. Wije-
tunge told the services chiefs that
he was not happy with their per-
formance.”’

n the other hand Prime

Minister Ranil Wickremas-
inghe sought to pre empt the ad-
verse publicity of any future deba-
cles by turning soothsayer. Speak-
ing to the Foreign Correspondents
Association in Colombo on Thurs-

day 2 September he said: ‘“We can
expect another Janakapura, anoth-
er attack on another navy boat in
the next three months.”

Q t the same time, the gov
rnment threatened to

attack Point Pedro. Brigadier

From the horse’s
mouth?

“Forty percent of foreign aid
is used for corrupt and waste-
ful practices” -Sinhala SLFP
Chief Minister of Western Prov-
ince, Ms. Chandrika Bandara-
naike Kumaranatunga

Nalin Angammana used the ex-
cuse of the DVRO debacle sever-
al miles off the coast of Point
Pedro to declare; ‘““We have told
the ICRC that if there are at-
tacks 'in the area’, we might have
to respond.”’ In consequence, the
ICRC was compelled to suspend
operations at Point Pedro pier.
Brigadier Angammana exposed
the intentions of the government
when he added: ““If the ICRC is
pot in Point Pedro, government
food ships might not want to go
there.”” After all, some ten years
ago, a Sinhala President had giv-
en expression to his perception
of the feelings of the Sinhala
people: ‘“Really, if I starve the
Tamil people out, the Sinhala
people will be happy.”” The im-
plied threat was that unless as-
suranceswere givenbythe LTTE
that thatthere would benoDVRO
type attacks, food ships may no
reach Jaffna. :
he Government also
launched a freshrecruitment
drive urging Sinhala youth to join
the army. In June, the Sri Lanka
Parliament passed a Bill approv-
ing conscription. The Bill was pro-
posed by the opposition SLFP and
adopted by the ruling UNP, dem-
onstrating yet again that though
Sinhala political parties may have
their differences and conflicts, they
do share a common purpose, and
that is to crush the Tamil struggle
for freedom. Indeed when they
joust with each other to capture
power in the Sinhala South, it is to
anti Tamil, Siinhala chauvinist sen-
timent that they always appeal.

I_I:re it is not without inter
st to note that, when the
SLFP moved the conscription Bill
two years ago, the Govemment
rejected it. At that time, the Gov-
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World Tamil Cricket Tournament 1994:

at Warren Farm Sports Centre
Windmill Lane, Southall, London
commencing Saturday 2 July 1994

Teams from Australia, Canada, UK.
and other EEC countries will participate.

Entry fee: £35 per team

Contact for further information:
Dr.T.Theivendra - (0) 081 342 0330 (E) 081 366 5137;
Mr.S.Mylvaganam (Myl)-081-366 5137;

Mr . N.Navaneetharajah (Navanee) - 081 646 4664;
Mr.T Naveenathayalan (Thayalan) - 081 578 3807
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ernment was wary of the political
complexion of the Sinhala youths
who may join up. Now that it has
secured the disappearance of
around 60,000 Sinhala youth in
the South during the period 1989
to 1991 it believes that it can
recruit without risk of subversion.
Also, 3 years after the commence-
ment of Eelam War II, the Govern-
ment has found that thousands have
deserted the armed forces. But
whether conscription and fresh re-
cruitment drives will stop the de-
sertions is, ofcourse, another mat-
ter. And weapons in the hands of
deserters may serve to_increase
instability and the threat of con-
tract killings which has become so
much a part of the Sri Lanka
political scene.

Yet another Sinhala con
tender for power, Sinha-
la Opposition DUNF leader
Gamini Dissanayake in his anxi-
ety to exploit the Government’s
predicament uttered some home
truths in the Sinhala controlled
Sri Lanka Sunday Times on 5
September :

*“The cost of living (in the Sin-
hala South) has become unbeara-
ble for most people. Housing and
accommodation is not available to
the needy. This is a society burst-
ing at the seams. Our educational
policy is a mess. The public serv-
ice is not functioning. The private
sector is rigged and interfered with
at every level. Decision making is
very slow, if decisions are made at
all. Crime and contract killings
are rampant. The privatisation
program including that of the plan-
tations has been handled without
taking the macro socioeconomic
factors into account. It has been

From the horse’s
mouth?

“We can expect another
Janakapura, another attack
on another navy boat in the
next three months.” - Sinhala
Sri Lanka Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremasinghe

adhoc and slipshod. With all this
the political structure succeeds in
erecting an artificial atmosphere
that all is well... I do not think the
government has a strategy at this
stage to solve these problems. The
coming year is election year. What
is possible is to make readjust-
ments in the hierarchy of priori-
ties.”’
I;lformed sources say that
oreign aid donors are in-
creasingly sceptical about asser-
tions that stability in the coming
election year will come from so
called ‘readjustments in the hi-
erarchy of priorities’ - Sinhala
chauvinism’s euphemism for al-
locating all resources to an all
out effort to quell Tamil resist-
ance. They are well aware of the
fate of ex President J.R. Jayar-
wardene’s grandiloquent order to
the Army Commander in June 1979
to quell Tamil resistance in six
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Irritants to calibration

he celebrated calibrated approach of Indian Foreign Sec

retary Dixit to New Delhi-US Relations has engrossed
diplomatic observers during the past year or so. During a visit to
Cambridge University in July, Foreign Secretary Dixit speaking-
to reporters, put it rather bluntly: “Anybody with any compre-
hension of the context, nature and substance of US-Pakistan
relations will know that US is not likely to declare Pakistan a
terrorist state.”’ Dixit went on to describe this ‘nature and substance’
as the cosy relationship between the Pentagon and Pakistani armed
forces, the rapport between the Pakistani and American intelligence
agencies, and the American perception of Pakistan as a geostrategic
entity in the Gulf that could be essential for American interests.

From the US side, a recent study undertaken by the in house
US Congress think tank (the Congress Research Service)
says that the biggest burden that impinges on ties between
Washington and Delhi is the ‘long standing India-Pakistan re-
gional rivalry’. (A New Delhi insider remarked: ‘But then, they
would say that, would’nt they?) The CRS Report which was
released this month notes that US and Congressional attitudes have
been particularly affected by the ‘deepening bitterness in ties be-
tween India and Pakistan over the Kashmir dispute and the ongoing
Indian preoccupation with China as a long standing source of
strategic threat.” It notes that the human rights sitnation in Kashmir
had worsened since late 1992 and that several international human
rights groups have ‘cited Indian security forces for escalating the
level of violence in 1993, including firing on demonstrators, burning
large sections of the towns of Srinagar and Sopore and allegedly
killing several prominent Kashmiri human rights activists.” The
Report was written by Barbara Leitch Lopoer, a South Asia specialist
in the CRS’s foreign affairs and national defence unit. The CRS
functions under statutory charter and works exclusively as a research
arm for Congress members and committees to support their legisla-
tive and other functions.

he CRS Report says that the end of the bipolar world has

made India’s ‘traditional, though often symbolic, role as a
leader of the non aligned world essentially obsolete.” Compound-
ing these developments have been °‘rivalries with neighbours,
separatist tendencies and sectarian tensions’ which continue to
‘divert attention and resources from basic needs of economic and
social development.” Consequently, the Report notes, ‘fall out
from these unresolved problems-particularly nuclear arms pro-
liferation and human rights issues-present serious irritants in US
- Indian relations.’.

ignificantly, the Report points out that the heads of Russia,

Germany and Britain, who visited Delhi in early 1993, called
upon India to sign the Nuclear Non proliferation Treaty and to scale
back its military spending. Meanwhile the study adds ‘Japan which
is the largest aid donor for both India and Pakistan’ announced stricter
foreign aid guidelines, ‘particularly for countries that engage in
excessive military spending and questionable nuclear activities.’
Meanwhile, it is reported that the third round of the long delayed
nuclear talks between India and US scheduled for mid September
will be ‘testy’. Apparently as a softening up process, it has been
put about, that State Department officials have been irritated by
Delhi’s recent anti-US rhetoric, judged ‘harsh by even Indian
standards.’ Foreign Secretary Dixit may not be amused.

\ J
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i First knock on the door?

The usually knowedgeable Lanka Guardian editor, Mervyn :
I de Silva’s comment (in the 15 August issue) on the Peace Plan of 0
the four Nobel Prize winners was intriguing for two matters:
I Firstly for the headline under which the comment appeared: ‘‘Inter- I
I vention: First knock on the door”” - the pregnant suggestion was that
I other knocks may follow. Secondly for Mervyn’s advice that the |
| Peace Plan and the ‘‘meeting with Secretary General Boutros Ghali |
] should be studied along with the recent CIA projection of a 50 |
] million dollar operation in Sri Lanka which would involve a 5,000
strong peace keeping force’’. Kite flying is always an absorbing
I past time - whether Delhi found this particular kite of interest is I
another matter.
L----------—_-——_—---J
months! 14 years later Tamil re- the Sri Lanka government rec-
sistance has grown to such propor- ognises the Tamil struggle for

tions that the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment’s writ does not run in the
North and with difficulty and in-
termittently in the East.

he hard political reality
is that stability will not
come to the island without jus-
tice and justice demands that

self determination, sit and talk
with the leaders of that strug-
gle, the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam and structure a
polity where both the Tamil
people and the Sinhala people
may freely associate with each
other on equal terms.
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INSIDE REPORT

Tamil Eelam News Round-Up

Sinhala POW exchange - the FACTS
h

In June this year, some Sinhala prisoners of war, in LTTE
custody since 1990, began a fast unto death demanding that the
Sri Lanka Government negotiate with the LTTE and obtain
their release. The Sri Lanka Government’s initial TESponse was
silence. After the fast had lasted for abouta week, and relatives of
the Sinhala prisoners had visited them in Jaffna, and when the
prisoners were in a critical state, the Government sent Brigadier
Ananda Weerasekera to Jaffna to negotiate with the LTTE. The
LTTE told him that it would exchange 39 Sinhala prisoners of war
for 39 Tamil prisoners of war and requested him to give a list of the
Tamil prisoners of war held by the Government. But Brigadier
Weerasekera said that the Government was not willing to hand over
a list of prisoners because that was a defence secret.

Sinhala prisoners of war are held by LTTE in accordance
with international humanitarian law. They are presented to the
ICRC. But the whereabouts of the Tamil prisoners of war are
not known. The ICRC does not visit the Tamils held by the
Government as prisoners of war. Exchange of prisoners of war
is an international norm. But the Sri Lanka Government refused
fo recognise this. Faced with this refusal, the LTTE requested Sri
Lanka to lift the economic blockade to the North in return for the
release of the prisoners. It was thereafter agreed that the embargo
would be lifted on certain specified items. Brigadier Weerasekera
went back to Colombo for discussions. He returned to Jaffna and
confirmed the Sri Lankan Government’s decision to lift the embar-
go on the agreed items and handed over a copy of the Government
Gazette notification removing the ban on the items in question.

As a settlement was reached, the LTTE forthwith released 5 of the
prisoners and wanted the Government to send to Jaffna the ‘un-
banned’ goods, before the release of the remainder. Though the
Government had loaded some of these goods on a ship which left
Colombo harbour for Point Pedro, before the goods arrived at Point
Pedro harbour, the Government latejg.cjrdered the ship not to proceed
to Point Pedro and directed it to go to Kankesanturai which was
manned by the Sri Lanka armed forces. It was said that it was the Sri
Lankan army which had led the opposition to the agreement from
within the Sri Lankan Government ranks. It was in these circum-
stances, that the LTTE refused to hand over the remaining Sinhala
prisoners of war.

The government however, alleged falsely that the LTTE had
made new demands. But, its own Brigadier Weerasekera denied
that the LTTE had made any new demands. The state controlled Sri
Lanka media later questioned the role of the International Red Cross
in the negotiations. The fact was that the talks were between the Sri
Lanka government and the LTTE. The ICRC merely facilitated the
talks. For instance, due to the lack of telecommunication links
between Colombo and Jaffna, at times Brigadier Weerasekera used
the services of the ICRC to convey messages.

Sri Lanka seems intent on getting rid of the ICRC from the
North-East and the extent to which it is prepared to go was
underlined by the attack published recently in the state control-
led Sunday Observer. (see below)

Red Cross denounces allegation of so
called ‘University of Jaffna Teachers

Group for Human Rights’ as ‘absurd’

Mr. Pete Switcher, the Resident Representative of ICRC in
Jaffna has denounced as “absurd’’ the report in the Sri Lanka
State controlled Observer that the reliability of the ICRC had
become doubtful and that the LTTE had infiltrated into it.

The Observer report carried the allegation of the so called
‘University of Jaffna Teachers Group for Human Rights’ that: ““The
reliability of the ICRC has become something to be doubted and the
LTTE too had infiltrated into it. Therefore we have to look at the
ICRC from a different angle. All the expectations and reliance
placed on it have now become untenable as it had not acted as a
straightforward intermediary with regard to the entanglement be-
tween the Sri Lanka government and the LTTE.”

Mr.Pete Switcher described the allegation of the so called
‘University of Jaffna Teachers Group for Human Rights’ as
‘‘complete nonsense’.

This latest instance of the efforts of the so called ‘University of
Jaffna Teachers Group for Human Rights’ and the wide publicity
given to its pronouncements in Sri Lanka’s state controlled press
suggests that the “University of Jaffna Teachers Group for Human
Rights’ is a quisling body which is being used by the Sri Lanka
government to undermine the Tamil struggle for self determination.

In the same way as the Sri Lanka government has used Tamil
quislings on the ground as intelligence gatherers and as a para

Ana Pararajasingham
reports from Sydney
Australasian Tamils
callforarmsembargo

Representatives of the Aus-
tralasian Federation of Tamils
met with Mr. Andrew Peacock,
the Shadow Minister for Foreign
Affairs at Canberra on 6 Sep-
tember, having met Australian
Foreign Affairs Departmental of-
ficials earlier.

The Tamil delegation urged that
Australia recognise the Tamil’s
right to self determination. They
urged that Australia should take
stronger measures to persuade Sri
Lanka to talk directly with the

A VIEW EROM THE ENEMY’S CAMP

national political parties

continuing to grope in the dark on how

to approach the ethnic issue, the Liberation Tigers of

Tamil Eelam once again seized the opportunity to confound
their adversaries by calling for a negotiated political settle-
ment.... The Government itself has been at sixes and sevens in
the recent past in coming to grips with the issue, not only
because it has failed to arrive at a consensus or a package of
devolution to end the conflict but also due to the string of
military set backs it has suffered with very little, if any,
success to show in return...The ongoing war with little head-
way being made is not only bleeding the human resources of
the country but also the economy which could only portend
additional problems in the months to come...”” - Political
Correspondent of the Sinhala controlled Sri Lanka Sunday
Times, 5 September 1993

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.
Such measures could include the
use of diplomatic and economic
sanctions, imposition of an arms
embargo and direct humanitarian
assistance to the beleaguered Tamil
nation. The delegation suggested
that Australia should invite repre-
sentatives of the LTTE and hear
their views in respect of a negoti-
ated political settlement.
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Thilagar-Thonda meeting

continued from front page

“In arecent Supreme Court judgment in a fundamental rights case,
the Court while upholding the petitioner’s complaint that she had been
unlawfully arrested and detained at the Seeduwa Police Station on a false
charge of theft criticised the police for the ‘high incidence of unjustifi-
able arrest and detention of persons’ at police stations. The Court
observed that despite several judgments reprimanding the police
‘over and over again, the incidence of unjustifiable arrests and
detentions continue at police stations’ and it was time that the

Inspector General of Police took steps to arrest this trend.”’ - Reported

He said: ‘I am in a very diffi-
cult situation. I cannot take sides.
If I ask the government to settle
it,the government will feel I want
them to hand over a part of the
country to the Tamils, and if 1
request the LTTE to stop the
fighting and accept some sort of
devolution, the Tamils will say
that this fellow is asking us to
stop when we are about to win
what we want. What can I do?”’

‘Only LTTE & Govt
can deliver the goods’

In a later interview reported in
the Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sun-
day Times on 5 September,
Mr.Thondamanreferring toa meet-
ing with Tamil expatriates in Lon-
don said: ‘I expressed my opinion
that the only parties concerned

September 1993

Friday, 3 September 1993,

ment on the one side, and the
LTTE on the other... I believe
that no other group can deliver
the goods. After all what have
they all done so far?... In these
matters I am speaking as the

in finding a solution to the North-  President of the CW_C;, I am
East problem were the Govern- SPeaking also as a Tamil

Quisling at UN Sub-Commission

Quisling DPLF (ex PLOTE) frontman, Dharmalingam Sith-
adthan surfaced in Geneva in August to canvas support for the Sri
Lanka government amongst delegates at the UN Sub Commission
sessions. The state controlled Sri Lanka Sunday Observer dutifully gave
wide publicity to his ‘efforts’ in Geneva. Some NGO circles in Geneva
were openly laughing at the Sunday Observer report of 22 August that
Quisling Sithadthan, had ‘addressed the UN Sub Commission’. To their
knowledge, he had done nothing of the kind. His comment as reported
by fellow ex PLOTE man, now turned journalist Taraki, in the
Sinhala owned press was revealing. Said he: *“...the Tigers rarely
miss any forum where they can lobby their cause through propagan-
da and argument. The Sri Lanka diplomatic corps is in no position to
match their work in terms of propaganda output and organising.”’ The
message was clear: ‘So, send me again to Geneva to do the needful’!

military support force for the Sri Lanka army, it appears that the Sri
Lanka government has also mobilised disgruntled sections of the so
called Tamil intelligentsia as a ‘Human Rights’ support force for its
diplomatic offensive against the Tamil struggle. The Group seeks to
give authenticity to its allegations by passing off as the ‘University of
Jaffna Teachers Group for Human Rights’ - a label which is patently
false. A few months ago, the Vice Chancellor of the University of
Jaffna stated in no uncertain terms that no such ‘Group for Human
Rights’ exists in the University. To seek anonymity is one thing - to
attempt to give legitimacy to its pronouncements by using a false
and misleading pseudonym is quite another. People, they say,
prevaricate when they have something to cover up. What does the
so called ‘University of Jaffna Teachers Group for Human Rights’
seek to cover up - its connections with the Sri Lanka intelligence
services?

HIONDGH - BHF Ul DYeITTF  FolIgH6IT

in the Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday Island, 5 September 1993

‘‘Although President D.B.Wijetunge came from the upcountry,
he had been raising his hands for the last 16 years in support of the
murderous UNP regime... People like that could not be trusted’’ -
SLFP Chief Minister of Western Province, Ms.Chandrika Kumrana-
tunge reported in Sri Lanka state controlled Sunday Observer, 5

*“...I was ripped of my civic rights..The UNP tried all tricks to oust
me .. J.R. was afraid of me. Premadasa tried his best to do the same.. I
am not scared of any threats on my life. In fact attempts were made
on my life on three occasions...”” Mrs. Srimavo Bandaranaike, Leader
of the Sinhala Opposition SLFP at Public Meeting near Kandy on

Book Release

INDICTMENT

AGAINST SRI LANKA

The gross, systematic and
continuing violations of the rights
of the Tamil people, by the St
Lankan government and its agen-
cies, have been well documented
by innumerable reports of human
rights organisations and inde-
pendent observers of the Sri
Lankan scene.

The Legal and Human Rights
Divisionofthe International Sec-
retariat of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam has brought to-
gether extracts from some of
these reports in a publication
entitled “Indictment against Sri
Lanka”, The book is priced at
£10 (inclusive of postage), and is
available for purchase by mail
order from IFT, 17, Birchview
Close, Yateley, Camberley, Sur-
rey GU17 7DL

This 126 page book is an inval-
uable addition to the armoury of
all human rights activists engaged
in furthering the Tamil cause - a
cause which was described by one
such activistin 1984 as being ‘the
very essence of the cause of hu-
man rights and justice’.
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