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A.8. Balasingham tells Anita Pratap

" AS. Belasingham is the official -
a

spokesman and a theoretician of the
beration Tigers of Tamil Eelem
(LTTE), the org:uiudon thar is ack-
nowledged to the most pow
in jes armed & e against the
«chauvinist Sinhala regime® to
achieve thair of an indepeandent
Tamil state, V. Prabhakaran (29) is
the lesder and military commander
of the LTTE. It may be recalled that
the LTTE staged the ambush that
rosulted in the death of the 13 Sri
Lankan soldiers in Jaffna on 23 July.
Mr Balasingham is a social scientist
who has come from London to make
Madras the base for the LITE’s
propaganda cumfa n and other
acuvities. The Following is the
LTTE’s first exclusive interview to
an |ndian journaiist.

: Have not the innocent
amils wll over Sri Lanka
paid dearly fer your
ambush where 13 army sol-
diers were killed?

A: Lot me tell you something. Six
months ago we asked il tha Tamils
Yving in the south (southern Syi
Lanks which includes Colombo) to
evacuste because we suspected an
imminent genocide. We had advance
information that ministers were

lanning » genocidal onslaught. Our
goyn went from house to house to
wamn the Tamils in Colombo about

the planned genocide. We told them .

thst this time nobody would be

spared. But they did not listen. They
d not belisve us.

. Were only a few ministers in-

* volved in this planned fanocx'dc or

were there other
tions?

A: Apart from a few ministers in
the (the United National
Party) cabinet there were right
Buddhist organisations involved in
this plan. Fascist Buddhiat groups
held secret meetings. We came to
know of the treacherous plot and ouir
boys identifying themselves as Li-
beration Tl%fx's warned all the
Tamils. But they could not believe
that such a thing would ever happen.
We had sdvance information that
attacks were being planned in Col-
ombo and Trincomaile.

Q: Why do you think Mrs Gandhi is
hesitating to take up this issue in the

T IArs

& organisa«

holds the trump card: Trincomalle.
Sri Lanka g}oans to hand over the
natural harbour in Trincomalle. to
the US. nevel bmse. During World
War I, Britein had their central
naval base in Trincomalie. The Brit-
ish built up facilities for refuelling
tanks and others here. In 1956, it was
handed over to the Sinhala govern-
wment. Sri Lanka has warned India
that if the matter is raised in the UN
and international pressure {s built
up against Sri Lenka regarding
Tamil Felam, it will hand over the
harbour t0 the Americana, thus abet-
%;he US nuclearisation of the
In Oceen, This will vitiate the
concept of the Indian Ocean being &
zone of peace. If the US iz allowed
into Trincomalle, the balance of pow-
er in the Indizn Ocean will be upset.
And such a step would affect indie
the most. Naturally, Mrs Gandhi's
hange are tied as there will be faral
repercussions. The Sri Lanka govern-
ment has alwaye wielded Trincomal-
le as & trump card, They hed sarlier
arfreed to keeg it & free zone pro-
vided Indix heiped to crush the Li-

.“,'beradon Tigers.

; But you cannot say that India
helped to crusk the Liberation T¥-
gers. Despite & lot of pressure fiom:
the Sii Lankan uuthorities, the ndi-
an. government did not extradite.
Prabhakeran, Maheshwarin and
others who were arrested hore.

A: The restraining force has been
the massive upsurgs in Temil Nadu
and the pressure exerted by political
parties here (in Tamil Nadu).

Q: What would be the numerical
atreafrh of your arganisation?:

A: 1 would not lke to give an exact
figure. But I would like o exiphasise
that we are militarily the smn&g:

oup fighting for Tamil Eelam.

part from our military wing we also
have a political wing with revolution-
ery intellectuais. We have sym-
pathisers in vagious nations, cu
farly Furope. We are collabérating
with saversl major liberation move-
ments in different pares of the world.
We have Tiger comunittess all ovar
westers Europe. After the recent
racial holocaust, we want our armed
s to extend into a wsss strug-
fge‘ @ want to build up » psople’s
ibaration army under tne direction
of oure organisation,

¢ Thnoe mnr shio manlisneinn movre

e

—

g]e’s Libsration Orgsnisation for
emil Nadu) and other similar orga-
nisaticas like GUES (Geaeral Union
of Eslam Students) sad EROS
Eelem Research QOrganisayas).
ven your ideologicai differelices
soem to be narrowing down. °

A: There is unlqi_in an objective
sense: we all want Tamil Eelam. We
ure aiso united inst the TULF
Tamil United Liberation Front)
which repressnts the wishes of Presi-
dant Jayewurdene. Where we differ
is the means to achievinﬁ"the end. A
cominon {deology and politicel prog-
ramme is important for unity. We are
the moat owerful extra-

arliamentary liberation moveraent
8ri Lanka. We have evolved effoc-
tive guerrilla warfare tactics. When
the PLOT and EROS advocate a
meass-involvement in the s &
they include the unity of the working
clagses, including the Sinhalsse. But
how is this possible when the
Sinhalese proietariat are butchering
our people? Claas unity is im sible
as long ux there is ethnic conglict,

Q: Why is that ail the Temil mili-
tants fsel betraysd by the TULF and
ere todsy extromely hostile to Amir
thalingem’s leadersdip?

A: Amirthalingam no lo repre-
sents the people of Tamil Eelam. In
1977, he was voted to power on the
g:nk of Tamil Eoiam. Now his term

expired. In May, we gave a call

for & boycott of the bysiections. Now,
if the MPs resign we will again
ive a call for e boycote and this time
re will be a 100 per cent boycott.
After this vime’s racial holocaust
co-existance with the Sinhalese is no
ionger possible. Our people are now
dete ad to t for national in-
dependence. The TULF continues to
reinvoke dead propossls. Our cam-

: ggﬁ@ for a federal state that lasted

sars was rejected by successive

‘Sinhals governments. The right-wing

Sinhalese fascists will never agres to
the concessions demanded Dy the
‘Tamtls. )

- Q: Do you expect myn‘ungtangf
ble to emerge from the negotistions
to be seld between India and Sri
Lanks regarding this issue?

A: The negotiations will collapse.
India'is going to learn soon that they
are desling with senile pathology.
They will realise thur they can’t have
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not sincere and is not committed 10 & massive support hete. -
genuine settiement of the problems _ Q: Do you think

. : ore is a possibil
of the Tamils. They only want to if India accepts our rightsto| ity of a coup & etat in Lanka?

;t:jbi;sa‘tl; :‘llleﬁmpgsr‘ !;Zsﬁggsé exter. self-determination then Ectml) l;:ltlm'tc gli;c:auix;; th:n %os:(i)\ﬁitliigi
nate 1ble. andhi, : o
on her own, will soon realise that ¢ other countries ot the UN instability will force Sri Lanka to

Amirthalingam is not the man of ‘Wm acknowledge our ﬂght. seek American military and econo-
destiny. He came here with the con- Third WOﬂd COUﬂtl’iBS will mic assistance. Ministers take deci-

nivance of President Jayewardene. sions with the collaboration of the
Amirthalingam is the safety valye of also be prepared 10 8CCEPt | army behind the Presidents back.
the o L o portray o the us. Once this The army, bas okt ed milic o
%‘mrld1 that they are being just to the th h'apt‘\)tatgs, we :ave d . emnient lcag_a%ways take ovclalr. ortu-
amils. . . erg secede and - nately, India's f;essure as pre-
Q: If you feel that the TULF is ' - vented the Sri Lanka governnient
betraying your cause, why don’t you form an mdependent om accepting massive military aid. -
try to Jnitiate a dialogue with the state. Q: What is it that India can do to
Indian guthor‘i‘nes s0 &}t the step; L : reaok’e ‘;13; Cd::f;h 4 .
that India takes arée effective an ""—"_——. : ia co ave done a lot.
constructive and which .will be in The . . . For instance, India should have ex-
) ACA They have been invesung all their d ;
%r:ﬂ;ﬂotfrsgria Zﬁx;aaomvof the  oney in the couth (Colombo). They pressed a serious note of protest

‘ hen they realised that the racial
funded the UNP, But then, racism w
always goes beyond clase interest. holocaust was not a burst of com-

munal violence but that it was @&
Weknewtheywouldbeanacked one lanned attempt Bt ienocide.

A: We want 10 give time to the
Indian government. Before we force
ourselves on them b::and aro:se t};leir day ed A should o
suspicions, it ‘i rter that they " gar: N Secondly, ia sho ave int-
:jhemselve; realise the funlity of sg}f%.lfhy :’};‘é ;’g gggﬁigggn”z‘;oizg rl)l‘atefl o 31\2 S:xk Ladl:ka govemmt‘alx:t

eah‘ng with the Sri Lanka govern:  rafygees? tU ﬁt ‘Ste wou tCoe cii ml:gier ﬁ) e
: mz,:;;.end the TULF. Let t}(x)e 'e*‘l“;a' A: Most refugees have relations In - yqral acr:g‘l‘ey lr‘il:ht to da g d:iss'i:
ue i ceme (‘1’“ 113 0“3; nee ‘ﬁ Jatfna. The rea) problem will be the & violation of human rights andalso
realisation, ¢ A e, plantation workers. We will rehabili-  Jodia has 8 meral and legal respWnsi-
%‘e 2 15 1S d‘ ; ust “‘l“" }““ Fate them. 1t is important that money  biliry towards the Tamﬁs of Indian
India e arin Sri positively o s collected here for the relief fund ik :
there have L=en seven or eight holo- ﬁ%’ 'ég:,gf“ﬁ:;g irectly to the Sr1 ng:g::te Aux:}zrtbaﬁngam also wants
causts 1n ‘;‘eb!’}‘“’ 1“%“‘ hasl Dy | & Bu isn’t the influx of refugees  A: Amirtha ingam kas not re
intervened befure. Yrom "W€C R in Jaffna going to send the economy  quested the governmert of India to
r‘,’.‘e";’?"‘“‘* xéé;aunpoggx}r&p;oceeb _ of ‘the province skittering: recognise our right to self-
Sem e/ gional i pxg ,22"A: . the. morthern and eastern _ determination, But we will. And I am
em not a regiona ‘a“edm."“ Ut provinces, we have a <eli-sustaininig * sure india will concede to this as ‘
cne that is going to explode int0 80 gconomy based on agriculwre. Rice, they accepted the PLO' right to
mternational 1ssue. fish and vegetables are available in selty-determina(ion. :

Q; In your fight for Tamil Eelum, lenty. As a last resort we can supply Q: Even if India does recognise

are you net chasing a mirage? ood from south India. this, it does not represent a solution.
A: No, we will get it one day. We Q: What is the significance of the It is only one more hurdle crossed.
will get it by driving away the occu- atrack on Tamils in Trincomalle? A: If {ndia accepts our rights to
pied forces. The Tiger guerrilla war A: Trincomalle is the capital of  self-determination then other coun-

Ymits are now being strengthened Tamil Eelam. They want to drive  qries of the UN will acknowledge our
ihd extended. It will have a people’s  aWay the Tamils from this region. In right. Third Wotld countries wi
liberation army. Already a lot of the past, they have indulged in  be
Tamil youths have joined our move- .apggressive Sinhala colonisation in
ment after the recent carmage. No this area. '
oiore hit-and-run tactics for us. We Q: What do you have to sy about
vili stage massive assaults on army .Thondaman’s threat that he will b other nations will foilow suit. Once
camps. Right now the smaller army forced to take the planptation work-  this happens, we have the right to
canps have been amalgamated to ' €r3 back to India if President secede and form an in ependent
form two big army camps in Jaffna. Jayewardene does not concede to his  state.
There is a lot of military indiscipline. demands? ) Q: What do you have to say about
Moral degeneration has set in the A: Why should he brms them back  Tamil Nadu’s political parties want-
army ranks because they are afraid to India? JLEY SOOUC be made ing military intervention in Sri
k. Their killing of civilians is a  CACES of [Sr;_TLanka] Thondaman  Lanka? )
mmanifestation of the fact that they should bring them 10 the northern A: You can’t just send in troops
are morally defunct. We have the and eastern provinces. like that because there is a re ular
sympathy of the national liberation : Do you feel thar Tamil Nadu diplomatic rocedure. First o all
organisations of socialist countries.  politicians are genuine in champion-  India should recognise our right to
We will drive away the occupied ing the cause °f the Tamils in Sri self-determination. Second, lIndia
forces and then we will have our Lanka? : should register a stro protest.
Tamil Eelam recognised by the UN. A: We are glad that there is @ mass Third, India should raise the matiexr
Sri Lanka is economically and mili-  upsurge in India particularly in  inthe UN. Fourth, India should raise
rarily weak now. Our armed struggle  Yamil Nadu. This, as 1 said earlier, it in the UN Security Council. 1f
has already weakened them. Ihey acts as 8 kind of restrainin force on  everything fails, then India could
don’t have the means to enpage ina the central government. We are not comemplate send‘yﬁg troops. Mrs
i

prepared to accept us. In fact,
these nations are asking us to pressu-
rise India to recognise our right to
self-determination. Once India does,

protracted warfare with us. willing to comment on whether ~ Gandhi's image Wil suffer in the
Q: What do you have 1o say about Tamﬁ.Nadu_po.hncxam are exploit- international forum if she goes in for
the Colombo-based Tamils? ing this patriotic sentiment for their @ violent interference with a neigh-

A: Yes, they were opposed to our personal gains. As long as they sup- bouring nation. Such a step would
struggle. They represent the portour national liberation struggle, provoke a major international con-

bourgeois aspirations of our people. we are happy. Our Tigers have a  flict.

K}

Snln.ﬂﬂkﬁ}—-ﬁ Srvd Renp B3 TRMIL BELAM :




