
~w.R.SOTHINATHAN (ORGANISER OF THE STUDENTS CONGRESS AND FOill~ER SECRETARY 

OF"COMiUTTEE FOR THE Dor,UNION OF EELAr·i UNDER COMMONWEALTH 

AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOl.Y 

OF TAMILS AND OTHER MINORITIES OF EELAM". 

ALSO THE FORMER SECRETARY OF "EELAM LIBERATION FRONT".) 

LADIES ,GENTLEMEN AND FRIENDS, 

IT GIVES ME A RESOUNDING CONFIDENCE AND RESTORING FAITH TO SEE YOU 

ALL IlliRE TODAY AT THIS ASSEMBLY. MY INNERMOST BELIEF AND HOPE FOR A UNIFIED 

APPROACH BY US IS BEING REHABILITATED TODAY.I i,lEAN THE COLLECTIVE AND CO-CR­

DINATED ACTION BY TAMIL STUDENTS PRI~tARILY AND PEOPLE AT LARGE. 

IT IS NOT MY INTENSION TO GIVE YOU A NOTE ON MY BACKGROUND OR ABOUT 

MY PARENTS.BUT GENTLEMEN,I WILL FAIL IN MY DUTY IF I AVOID MENTIONING SOME OF 

THEM. 

SURELY,MANY OF MY FRIENDS AND CmmADES WILL BE AWARE OF THOSE DAYS 

\ffiEN im ~~RE BACK IN CEYLON AS STUDENTS AT JAFFNA HINDU COLLEGE,THIS WAS IN 

1969.1 M~ A SERIOUS STUDENT IN WATCHING THE ACTIVITIES OF OUR FELLOW STUDENTS 

SINCE THEN. 

AS THE SPEAKER WHO SPOKE BEFORE ME MENTIONED,IT WAS THE RESTRICTED OPP­

ORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR US FOR FURTHER EDUCATION IN CEYLON THAT BROUGHT US 

HERE.I DO NOT WA~IT TO DUEL ON THOSE DETAILS AS THE PREVIOUS SPEAKER HAS ENill~­

ERATED THEM. 

BUT FRIErms, IT 1$ DIFFICULT FOR SOME OF US TO FORGET THE FUNDN~ENTAL 

CAUSE, \'JHICH IS NOTHING BUT POLITICAL THAT FORCED US TO cons IN SERCH OF MERE 

"O"LEVELS AND "A" LEVELS. 

NOW TOU CAN APPRECIATE AS TO HOW THE STUDENTS ~JHO SHOULD BE PRlbffiRILY 

CONCERNED OF THEIR EDUCATION 'ffiRE FORCED TO THINK ABOUT THE POLITICAL DEPRIVATION 

THAT CASTIGATED ON THEM. 

I AM SURE YOU \'IILL ALL I NAGINE AS TO HOW \'ffi TANILS STUDENTS \'ffiRE FORCED 

TO BE POLITICALY CONCIOUS AS ~ffi LL . 

IT \lIAS IN THE WAKE OF OUR ARRIVAL HERE FOR HIGHER STUDIES, SOME OF OUR 

FELLOW STUDENTS \'JHO STAYED BACK HOME \'ffi RE TORTURED FOR POLITICAL PARTICIPATION. 
-, 

IT IS NATURAL FOR US TO, NOT ONLY GET CONCERNED ABOUT THIS BUT TO GET 

ORGANISED OURSELVES TO GIVE THE MORAL SUPPORT TO THOSE INCAPACITATED IN SRI LANKA. 

THIS IS IN EARLY 70'S AND r.IQST OF US trffiRE YOUNG, \&IE HARDLY REALISED OUR 

ROLE AS STUDE~ITS. BUT BECAUSE OUR CONCIOUS FEELING FOR OUR FELLOW BROTHERS, ~ffi 

\IIANTED TO ORGANISE SOMETHING. 

I Mil SURE NOT A SINGLE r<iEMBER OF THIS ASSEr>IBLY WI LL DARE TO QUESTION f'lE 

IF I SAY THAT, THERE WAS NOT A SINGLE ORGANISATION THAT WAS CONCERNED ABOUT THE 

TAMILS. 

OFCOURSE FRIENDS, THERE l'ffiRE sons "GOING CONCERNS" CONDUCTING A~m PROMOTING 

MATRIMONIAL WELFARE Arm RELlmJSUS ACTIVITIES. 

I WILL FAIL IN MY DUTY, IF I DO NOT ADMIT THE FACT, THAT THERE t'lliRE ll~POR­

TANT INDIVIDUALS WHO \mRE REALLY CONCERNED WITH TIlli PROBLEMS OF THE TMoULS. 

TO ' JHQI.l ~ 1IJE OFTEN TURNED TO ADVISE NOW AND THEN. 

BUT THERE ~lli RE FEWOTHERS ~JH O FOillJED THE FIRST ACTION co r~IITTEE BACK IN 

LATE 50'S SOON AFTER THE 1958 RIOTS. BUT VJHEN THE RIOTS VffiRE OVER AND THE SITUAT­

ION NORNALISED IN CEYLON, THE ACTIVITIES OF THE SO CALLED ACTION GROUP TOO PARAL­

Cont ••••••
ISED. 
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I AM SURE IT IS NOT NECESSARY FOR ME TO EXPLAIN AND ENLIGHTEN THE DIFFE­

RENCE BETWEEN THE SIIIlPLE vlELFARE FUNCTIONS AND THE ROLE OF STUDENTS FOR THEI R 

OWN RI GHTS. YOU ARE ALL A ~ARE OF THE MOUNTI NG SCHOOL FEES, EVERY YEAR.IT IS A STUD­

ENT BODY vIHI CH CAN AIR THIS VIEWON BEHALF OF THE STUDENTS. AND SI NCE IS THE PROB­

LEM OF THE STUDENTS, I T IS NO LONGER LIMITED TO THE TAMILS. 

IT I S PART OF THE STRUGGLE OF GENERAL STUDENTS NO MATTER WHO THEY ARE; 

THEY MAY BE ARABS,AFRICANS,PAKISTANIS,OR ENGLISH. 

IT IS A JOI frr STRUGGLE AND ~m MUST HAVE SOLI DARIT Y. IT I S BECAUSE OF THIS 

SOLI DARIT Y THAT i'IE HAVE ESTABLISHED, I'm HAD SPEAKERS FRQr.1 OTHER NATI ONALITI ES AS 

l:JE LL. 

THAT IS \ifHY w~ NEED THIS CO NGRES S AND A STUDE NT BODY. 

IF SOME VESTED I NTEREST THAT OPERATE "GOING CO NCERNS" OBJECT TO THIS, IT 

IS I BELI EF BECAUSE THE I NCAPACITY TO UNDERSTAND AND APPRECI ATE . I N~ SURE THI S CO­

NGRESS VITLL ENABLE THEM TO Uf DERSTAND OUR POI pIT OF VIEW. 

VIE ARE STUDEfrrs AND OUR ROLE "\'IHETHER I N THE CO IDNITY LIFE; OR POLITICAL 

LIFE OF OUR CQI.n.mi'IITY" IT WILL BE A SUPPORTING ROLE AS STUDENTS. 

BUT AS THE PRESI D E~~ OF THI S SESSI ON QUOTED JOHN.F.KENNEDY IN HI S ADDRESS 

"TODAYS STUDENTS ARE TOMORRO\,IS LEADERS". 

\'m ARE DETERMINED TO CREATE LEADERS, BUT NOT THE LEADERSHIP• 

I N THAT COrITEXT THIS CONGRESS, YOU WI LL AGREE WI TH ME HAVE IlliLPED ENo m~o u s ­

LY TO UNDERSTAND AND APPRECI ATE THE PROBLE IS OF THE TAMILS I N THE CORRECT PERSPECTI­

VE. 

FINALLY,I i'JOULD SPELL OUT MY VIEi'1 NOT ONLY AS A STUDEr.IT , BUT AS A TAMI LIAN 

ro 'fHE PROBLE'IS AFFECTING OUR PEOPLE BACK HOME. 

THOSE 'IHO ATTENDED THE SEMINAR YESTERDAY ON "SOCIO_POLITICAL EMANCI PATION 

OF TAHILS I J'I SRI LANKA" \IIT LL NO DOUBT HAVE COME TO THE CONCLUSI ON THAT "EE ·1 I S 

THE ANSUER TO THEIR PROBLEI/iS". 

SO IT I S NOTHING BUT PROPER FOR US NOT ONLY I DENTIFYING OURSELVES \'lITH THAT 

CAUSE, BUT IT HAS BECO',IE NE CESSARY TO PROMOTE AND PROJECT THE EELAM CHARACTER IN THE 

I rITERNATIONAL SCENE. 

BECAUSE AS HI GHLIGHTED I N Trlli SEMI NAR THE PEOPLE OF EE LM~- THE EELAVAR COM­

PRAISE OF NOT ONLY WORKERS FRor.r UPCOUNTRY, PEASANTS FROM THE NORTH AND EAST,BUT COM-. 

PRAISES OF H1PORTANT RELIGI OUS SECTS;CHRISTIANS,MUSLH1S,AND HINDUS , 0 ALL SPEAK 

TArUL AND LIVE I N TAMILIAN 'vlA Y• 

I N ORDER TO AVOID SECTARIANISI NG AND FACTI ONALI SI NG BASED ON BOTH SOCI AL 

AND RELI GI OUS GROUPS I tITERNALLY,LET US BUILD THE TOTALITY OF ONE NATI ON OF PEOPLE AS 

EE LAVAR AND EELAJ'.l . 

I T IS I N THIS CONTEXT I PROPOSE AND CALL UPON THE ORGANISERS OF THIS CON­

GRESS AND THE STUDENTS 1'0 RE SOLVE THE N.l\.ME OF OUR STUDEr-IT BODY AS "GENERAL UNI ON OF 

EELAH STUDENTS" I N U.K,EUROPE, U.S.A, AND CANADA. 

THANK YOU. 
* * .***.n-*** 
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