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This is a curious tale of the Tamils of Sri
‘Lanka, and how they are being exploited
" in Europe. It starts with the fact that at
deast 11,000 members of Sri Lanka’s mi-
nority community, which is having a diffi-
cult time in_jts home island, have now
moved to West Germany. Most have
come to Germany by an odd route, flying
first to Vienna, Copenhagen, Zurich or
Amsterdam, ‘then taking the East Ger-

man airline Interflug to East Berlin. From

‘there they cross the border into West
Berlin, which accepts them because, un-
~ der West German law, nobody claiming
asylum can be turned away without an
investigation, which can take up to two
years; longer, if an appeal against the
decision is made. After three weeks the
Tamils are moved from Berlin to other
parts of West Germany. g
' West Germany, which has problems of
its own, including 2.6m unemployed, is
getting fed up with the Tamils. It has
asked the Sri Lankan government to help
stop the traffic, but Sri Lanka says it does
not want to interfere with the free move-
ment of its citizens. West Berlin officials
have complained to East Germany about

its role in bringing the Tamils into Ger- -

many in the first place, and talks are
going on between the authorities in the
two parts of the city which may, or may
not, produce aresult. .~ ¢ :
The "exodus “started in 1981. In the
whole of 1980 only 253 people of all
nationalities sought political asylum in
West Germany. More than that number
of Tamils are now entering the country
every week. During the first three months
of this year 4,790 Sri Lankan Tamils
entered West Germany. The next largest
group, numbering 680, came from Gha-
na. Smaller numbers have come from
Lebanon, Iran and Poland, all
from which one might reas
e, - ov L T
Some of the Tamils are prg
genuine refugees, frightened away from
Sri Lanka, where guerrilla groups—the
so-called Tamil Tigers—are fighting for a
separate state in the north and east of
the island. Quite a lot of civilians have
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guerrillas and the security forces. In some
areas tension is high between the coun-

try’s 11m Sinhalese and its 2m Tamils.

"Those leaving the country may argue
that, although Sri Lanka has political
freedom, they are afraid to exercise their
political rights. -« « ;&% ~5pe-]
; So far, according to the West German

. interior ministry, more than 8,000 Tamils

of the 11,000 known to be in the country

. have formally asked for political asylum.

. But one estimate puts the number in West

¢ Germany as high as 30,000. Some Tamils,
while claiming political refugee status at
the frontier, may not have gone through
the formality of registration. Also, while
the head of the family may register, his
wife and children may not consider it
necessary. g

West Germany is convinced that al-
most all of the Tamils in the country have
been told that they will live better there

than at home. Mr Ginther Britz, the

head of the aliens department in West
Berlin, said on April 15th that Tamils
have been lured to West Germany by
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“fantasy stories” that the e;)untry isaland

of easy money. Many Tamils are living in
-poverty, but some have got work, doing

. menial jobs that Germans do not want.
= Others have turned to crime. Six Tamils
- were -accused of -drugs™ offences fast

month. ‘% jedw bt ¢ sdcsl n?® o

2,5 AN INOWESTGERMANY . -Nevertheless, <although some Tamils
the fighting between ‘the

write dispirited letters to relatives in Sri

- Lanka, there is no sign that the flow of
- arrivals is diminishing. Many of the Tam-
.ils in Germany are young, in their twen-

ties. Few are over 35. They believe the
advertisements in Tamil newspapers that

‘promise golden opportunites in West

Germany, and happily sell their posses-
sions to raise the fare. .- . -, - -

... Mr Britz criticises Sri inhka‘s nat'ionzlll

airline, Air Lanka, for transporting Tam-
ils to Europe on one-way tickets without
visas. A Sri Lankan flying to a West
German airport would be allowed entry
only if he had a return, or ongoing, ticket
and a visa. The East Berlin route avoids

-these formalities. Air Lanka, which is not

one of the world’s busiest airlines, has
done well out of the Tamils. According to
Tamils interviewed by Mr Britz’s staff,
they pay $2,000 for the whole trip, Co-
lombo to Berlin, a ‘substantial part of
which goes to Air Lanka.

Interflug and the Soviet airline Aero-
flot, which also carries Tamils to Europe,
are making money from the Tamils too.
More important, West Germany believes

-that Russia and East Germany are using

the Tamils to make political mischief.
-Having brought so many Tamils into
West Germany, they can claim that Sri
Lanka is in chaos, although in reality
there is communal peace in much of the
island. The Russians and their allies prob-
ably do not believe that the Tamil guerril-
las will achieve their aim of an indepen-
dent state, but it would suit them if it did

. come off, ‘since they believe a Tamil

government would be sympathetic to
Russia. The Soviet fleet would like a base
at Trincomalee, in the north-east of Sri
Lanka. Meanwhile, the insurgency is an
embarrassment to the pro-western gov-
ernment of President Junius Jayewar-
dene. Money from some of the Tamils
who are managing to make a living in
Germany is being sent home to support
Tamil separatism, according to Mr Britz.

- The Russians and their friends, on his -

argument, are grateful for anything that
causes 2 nuisance to West Berlin and to
West Germany generally. As a bonus, the
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