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IN JULY 1983, 2,000 TAMIL PEOPLE WERE MURDEREft^ l̂tofc^770^^^
CHAUVINIST MOBS SUPPORTED BY THE SRI LANKAN ̂ W^X^M^r Paradise kle
WHICH LED THE MASSACRES WERE ORGANISED BY MINI&TEftS*N'THE' SW^/'. -/„//./„,>
LANKAN GOVERNMENT reserved exclusively for Air Lanka

passengers.
IN THE SAME MONTH, 53 TAMIL POLITICAL PRISONERS WEREMM$Sm$WS>ver Holiday
INSIDE WELIKADA HIGH SECURITY PRISON. can cost as little as US$16 a day*

inclusive of modern hotel accommo-

nfl tmnfersh,»
IN APRIL 1984, THE ARMY WENT ON THE RAMPAGE
HUNDREDS OF TAMIL CIVILIANS WERE ATTACKED AND

ON 6th AUGUST 1984, THE PEOPLE OF VALVETTITURAI, A
TOWN, WERE BOMBARDED FROM THE SEA BY A SRI LANKAN QOHBOpafe decreasing
1500 HOMES WERE DESTROYED. MORE THAN 700
RANDOMLY ARRESTED. THEIR WHEREABOUTS ARE

ON 11TH AUGUST, THE TOWN OF MANNAR WAS
WHO BURNT HOMES AND SHOPS AND RANDOMLY

SINCE THEN PEOPLE HAVE BEEN KILLED BY THE ARMY IN JAFFNA"'
VAVUNIYA, CHUNNAKAM AND OTHER TOWNS ALL OVER THE TAMIL
NORTH OF SRI LANKA.

Tourism is the industry which keeps Sri Lanka's
US-controlled dictatorship alive
ALREADY TAMIL PEOPLE HAVE PAID THE PRICE OF DEATH TO KEEP SRI
LANKA AMERICA'S PRIVATE PARADISE
DON'T SUPPORT THE MURDERERS— STAY
AWAY FROM SRI LANKA

www.tamilarangam.net
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THE TAMIL PEOPLE OF SRI LANKA: The P.T..
A HISTORY OF OPPRESSION AND STRUGGLE Terrorisr

The persecution of the Tamil people by a Sinhalese regime is not
something new. The Tamils of Sri Lanka have a long history of
oppression and struggle.

Ceylon to Sri Lanka:
Exploitation and
British profits
For 150 years, up until 1948,
S r i L a n k a was a B r i t i s h
colony. The British destroyed
S r i L a n k a ' s s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t
economic system and forced the
p e o p l e t o g r o w on ly t e a ,
c o f f e e a n d r u b b e r , w h i c h
B r i t a i n t h e n so ld a t huge
p r o f i t s . It was the Bri t ish
w h o o r i g i n a l l y a n d q u i t e
arbitrarily unified the island
into one count ry , which they
called Ceylon.

Yet while Britain ruled Sri
L a n k a a s o n e c o u n t r y f o r
e c o n o m i c c o n v e n i e n c e t h e y
deliberately created hostility
between the Sinhalese and the
Tamil communities, in order to
weaken the people as a whole
and retain their own power.

T h e s e ' d i v i d e a n d r u l e '
policies sowed the seeds of
a n t i - T a m i l v i o l e n c e in Sr i
Lanka.

At official independance in 1948
the British handed over power to
a small Sinhalese ruling class.
Since then this class has only
maintained the support of the
mass -of the Sinhalese people,
who are themselves oppressed, by
whipping up a fascistic Sinhala
chauvinism against the Tamils.
The Tamils have been effectively
d e n i e d the r igh t to h ighe r
education and jobs : the 1972
constitution installed a Sinhala
Buddhist state and Sinhala alone
was made the official language.
The Tamil areas of the North and
E a s t we re d e l i b e r a t e l y l e f t
under-developed by the State.
Peaceful protests by Tamils were
ruthlessly crushed.

1956, 1958, 1961, 1974, 1977,
1979 and 1981 were years in
which the Tamil community faced
horrifying massacres. Thousands
of Tamil people were murdered
and hundreds of thousands made
homeless..

Meanwhile Britain is continuing
to profit from the oppression of
Tamils : although Sri Lanka is
nominally independan t , Br i ta in
still controls the market for
tea.

The Ceylon tea which is on
sale in B r i t i s h
produced by Tamil
workers who have to
a p p a l l i n g a n d
conditions.

shops is
plantation
work under

d e g r a d i n g

The plantation workers have no choice
but to accept these conditions since
the Government has made them
officially 'stateless'. This means
that they are denied all citizens
rights.

AMERICA'S PRIVATE
PARADISE
T o d a y Sr i Lanka i s c o m p l e t e l y
controlled by the United States and
its Allies, including Britain. As the
army uses murder, rape and torture to
brutally suppress the Tamils in the
North and East of the country, more
and more American multinationals are
moving to Sri Lanka and establishing
themselves in the South, hoping for
even greater profits in a country
where land, labour and life itself has
become cheap.
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MURDERED BY THE ARMY

Testimonies to Torture

The testimonies recorded by the
Amnesty International mission
indicate that people arrested under
the Prevention of Terrorism Act
have been tortured in the following
ways:

- by being hung upside down and
beaten;

- by prolonged and repeated
beatings with heavy sticks, pipes
and fists especially on the soles
of the feet, around the head and
shoulders, on the stomach and
back, so badly that in some cases
bones were broken;

- by being stripped naked and
beaten on the genitals;

- by having needles inserted under
the nails of fingers or toes or
in the arms;

- by being forced to lie on the
floor as long as six months while
being chained to the wall.

Tamil Women and the
Sri Lankan State
Tamil women have faced some of
the most brutal attacks made on
the Tamil community by Sinhala
chavinists and by the State.

In last year 's massacres, there
are reported to have been more
t h a n 200 cases of sexua l
violence. Pregnant women,
young girls and elderly women
were raped.

Women are also being arrested,
imprisoned and tortured in the
mass arrests of Tamils now
taking place. Of ten soldiers
a r e a r r e s t i n g w o m e n a s
'hostages' if they are unable
t o a r r e s t the i r h u s b a n d s ,
Women who are pregnant or who
have small babies have been
held as hostages.

But Tamil women are also being
arrested (under the Prevention
o f T e r r o r i s m A c t ) s i m p l y
because by aspiring to freedom
f o r t h e i r p e o p l e t h e y
themselves are seen as a threat
to the regime.

Tamil Eelam Support Committee
BM Box 5973, London WC1 N3XX
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"A PEOPLE'S STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM AND JUSTICE
—OUR STRUGGLE FOR LIBERATION"
Officially the days of colonialism are over
but in reality Sri Lanka like other
neocolonies is more under the control of
Western interests than ever. As more and
more Western multinational companies move to
Sri Lanka, the imperialist powers are merely
tightening their economic stranglehold on
the country. These multinationals are
establishing themselves in the fertile south
of the country: in the Free Trade Zone near
Colombo all restrictions have been lifted.
This means that the companies pay no taxes
so their profits can go straight out of the
country and the workers, who are mainly
young women from the villages, can be paid
extremely low wages and be forced to work
under exploitative, unsafe and exhausting
conditions•

Perhaps the clearest evidence of Western
control in Sri Lanka is the tourist
industry. Huge luxury hotels like the
Holiday Inn and the Intercontinental
dominate the coast. All are owned by
foreign companies. Sri Lankan culture and
history is seved up in a packaged and
distored form for the benefit of Western
tourists.

But Sri Lanka is a country of
struggle-although the Unions inthe South
have been crushed, the workers are
continuing to try and organise. In the Free
Trade Zone women workers are now resisting
while in rural areas peasants are beginning
to organise. However the strongest and most
advanced challenge to imperialist domination
now comes from the Tamil people of the North
and East who are increasingly uniting to
fight oppression. In order to maintain
'stability' for western investment the
government has launched a military attach on
the Tamils.

So while economic exploitation continues in
the South, the North and East is facing the
full force of a military onslaught. The
situation is these areas is that of a
country under occupation.

As the brutality of army methods increases,
more and more people are participating in a
liberation struggle against the occupying
forces. The majority of Tamils now support

the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, who
believe that the only alternative is the
establishment of an independant socialist
Tamil state (Tamil Eelam) in the North and
East of the country.
Apart from the general economic exploitation
of Sri Lanka, America has a specific
interest in the Tamil homeland. The port of
Trincomalee which is in Tamil Eelam is the
site of a planned U.S base. If this base
was established it would enable the United
States to dominate the whole of the Indian
Ocean.

TAMIL EELAM

*M OF JtNGAL

In this situation the U.S and its allies
have rallied round the Sri Lanka Government
in its attempts to crush all resistance.
The Sri Lankan armed forces are now
receiving training from the Israe^"
Intelligence Service Mossad and from
Britain's own SAS.

The Israeli Mossad is notorious for its acts
of 'international terrorism' in support of
U.S backed regimes all over the world; now
there is evidence that South Africa has
joined the forces who are backing the
terrorism of the Sri Lankan state.

Inspite of this, resistance is growing. For
the British in colonial times, Sri Lanka was
the "granary of the East' - today it is sold
to the tourists as 'Paradise Island*.
Behind these images lies the continuity of a
people's struggle*

'Your military option will bring your own disaster. You cannot find and identify
us since we are everywhere, immersed in the sea of the masses, or rather, we are
the people'.

(open letter to the Minister for Internal Security
from the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam)

www.tamilarangam.net

jkpo;j; Njrpa Mtzr; Rtbfs;




