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We as individuals, friends, and women’s organizations are planning to translate
the following statement into English and send it to the United Nations and other
international human rights fora. We request you to endorse the statement as an
individual or as an organization and become a signatory to this document if you
agree with it
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AN URGENT APPEAL

Tamil civilians are indiscriminately victimized by the Sri Lankan government
headed by Rajapakse who declares that the 30-year-old war is coming to a close.
But in the pretext of ending the war, the Sri Lankan government is successfully
committing an ethnic genocide. The innocent people and civilians are the most
victimized by this inhuman war.

These indiscriminate attacks by shelling and bombing are aimed at civilian
targets. Further, there are instances in which whole families are killed in the
attacks. This trend is increasing day by day.

On the one hand, thousands of people including children are facing death by
military attacks and hunger. People live a terrorized life in a situation where
there in no food, shelter or medical help. They are hiding in the forests and
fields and are anticipating the advance of the army and its shelling and bombing.
Each gunshot and bombing terrorizes them to the extremes of agony. We
strongly concern the Sri Lankan fascist government which deliberately
organizes this ethnic genocide.

When the LTTE left Mullaittivu, the people of that region accompanied them.
That region is a forested area of 300 sq. kms. The military attacks of the
government in this region will result in the loss of thousands of innocent lives.
Dr. Jayalat Jayawardana of UNP, the opposition party of Sri Lanka, has
observed that in this region controlled by the LTTE, there are still four lakhs of
people. Among them are two thousand pregnant women. He has asked to deal
carefully with these people in a press meet in Colombo.



The security zone drawn out by the government is not up to the mark. Those
who left the LTTE controlled areas to reach this place have been
indiscriminately attacked by the army. This has been observed by the
International Red Cross and the spokesperson of the human rights organization
of the United Nations. While it is the duty of any government to protect its
rightful citizens, the Sri Lankan government is deliberately and systematically
conducting its programme of ethnic genocide.
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Many who enter the so-called ““security zone” are killed by suspicion. Women
are kidnapped, raped and killed in the name of enquiry.

The few remaining hospitals that care for the injured are damaged by shelling
and bombing. On February 3, within a short span of two hours a hospital in
Pudukkudiyiruppu was attacked by shelling four times. A spokesman of the
International Red Cross has observed that this has badly damaged the operation
theatre of the hospital and that the injured are forced to leave that place in a
situation of insecurity and despair. The Amnesty International has pointed out
that the use of cluster bombs on civilian targets is an act that violates the
international human rights regulations. Further Mr.Sam Sheriff, Asian Regional
Director of the Amnesty International, has stated that the use of cluster bombs is
a war crime.

Crisis Watch, Belgium has noted that Sri Lanka is among the nations most-
affected by war. UNICEF has observed that the Tamil children are the worst-
affected by the war. We vehemently condemn this inhuman war.

o We demand that the Sri Lankan Government stop this deliberate war
against civilians and ensure the safety and security of innocent lives.

o We ask the Sri Lankan Government and the United Nations to give top
priority to protect the 2'% lakh civilians caught up in the war to avert a
massive genocide.

o We ask the United Nations to immediately intervene in the situation and
do the needful.

o We ask the Sri Lankan government to permit the international human
rights organizations to give safe shelter to the people suffering in the war-
torn areas.

o We also ask the LTTE to ensure the free movement of the people who are

caught up in the war-affected areas.



We demand that the international community exert pressure on the Sri
Lankan Government and the LTTE to immediately stop the war and
announce a ceasefire in view of the huge loss of innocent civilian lives.



