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TAMIL REFUGEE ACTION GROUP

Telephone: 01-809 4630 62 WEST GREEN ROAD
01-802 9369 SEVEN SISTERS
LONDON, N15 5NR
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Thank you for your help and support for Tamil Refugees and ihe
issue related to ihem.

Ve will be very grateful if you can send a sol idarity message
; for Tamil Refugee Action Group Annual Genmeral KMeeting on
—— e 25ER -April 1087. R - } , L

Thanking you,
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Yours Sincerely

Rajes Hala
Chair Person.
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TAMIL, HIGHYS GROUUP

CONSTITUTTON

The name of the committee shall be Tamil Rights Group.

Aims and Objects:

(a) To support the right of the Tamil people to determine their own future
and their right to self-determimation in their lands as laid down in
Article 1 of the U.N. Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

{(b) To publicise the conditions of the Tamils in Sri Lanka and to monitor
developments affecting their human rights;

{c) To arouse the awareness of the Sinhalese people of the situation of the
rights of Tamils;

(d) To support programmes to bring relief to the Tamils who are suffering
from under-development oxr as a result of natural or man~-made disasters;

(e) To advise aid agencies in the U.K. and Burope of the political implications
of the schemes they support in Sri Lanka, including in particular those which
involve land allocation in the Tamil areas and to press them to support
programmes aimed at the development of the indigenous people;

(£) To press for the full right of a c;t;zenshlp to be conferred on the
Tamils who were made stateiess in 194d.

Composition of Committee

The commitico shull bo opon Lo ull who cupport Lhe adms and objects bn &a nbove.

.

(1) Officerss: Yhe Annual Genorud Meeling shaldl elect sonunlly Lhe Pollowing:

The Chairpersons
Vice Chair(s)
Treasurer
Secretary

(ii) IBxecutive Committee

{(a) The above officers and such other person as the committee shall elect,
vhich shall not exceed twelve (12) persons in total, shall constitule the
Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall be clected on an

annual basis in April each year by members who attend the AGM including members
of other committees as defined under sub-paragraph {iv). The Committee shall
have power to £ill any vacancies which arise during the course of the year,

and to co-opt members from the General Committee, provided that there is a two-thirds

majority in favour, and co-opted members do not exceed three in number.

(iii) Psatrons

The Executive Committee shall have power to appoint persons who support the
aims and whose association will further its objects as Patrons.of the Tamil
Rights Group.

/contioued « «
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3 (iv) Sub-committees:

The Execcutive Committee may from time to time set up sub-committees. and/or
working parties to further its work. Any sub-committee must have at least
cne Executive Committee member presenta

L, Meetings of the Executive Committee

(i) Quorum a quorum for the Executive Committee shall consist of not less
that eight (8) members, including the Chairperson of the meeting.

(ii) Frequency - the frequency of meetings shall be determined by the Executive
Committee, but shall not be less than once each quarter.

(iii) In the absence of the Chairperson at meeting the Executive Committee
shall elect a Chairperson.

(iv) All decisions of the Executive Committee shall be by a majority vote,

5e Finance:
(a) The Executive Committee shall have power to raise and receive such monies
as may be needed to further its aims and cobjectives.
(b) Bank Account: The Tamil Rights Group shall have its own bank account.

(c) Payments made on behalf of the Executive Committee shall be authorised
by the Treasurer up to the sum of £50.00. Payments exceeding £50.00 should
. __receive the authority of the Treasurers and one other officer. In the Treasurer!'s

“absence, the ‘Chairperson shall authorise cheques,

(d) Signatories to cheques: All cheques shall be signed by at least the Treasurer
and/or in their absence , one other officer, and one or two other signatories
agreed by the Executive Committee.
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Tamil Ri gh‘ts Group 87 Gower Street, London WCIE GAA

Telephone 01 ~ 380 - 0654 Hone Secretary : Diane GCrammer
Chairman - Dafydd Wigley, M.P. '

SECHETARY'S REPORT 1980-81

Since the inaugural meeting of the Tamil Rights . Group at the
House of Commons (March 2%th, 1980), members of the Lxecutive
Committee have been meeting approximately every six weeks during
the evening to work on a number of issues and events. .

lMuch ¢f last year was spent in the preparation of a report

by Raveendran Salvadura, which documenis the developments of the
Tamil struggle, both in its historical context and current

day events. We have been anxious to include within the report

a section on the Sansoni Commission findings and the recommended
Bill for the District Councils, supposed attempis by the Sinhalese

. Government to be seen doing 'justice' to the Tamil grievances.,

F

It is hoped that the report will be published in the near future,
and it is intended to circulate it both to agencies and selected

“Parliamentarians, to groups and individuals both within the U.X.

and abroad. The TRG would hope to co-ordinate a wider meeting
of people who share our concern, so that we might attempt to ‘
evolve a stirategy for action from.the wider international community.

A regular newsletter is now underway, the first issue appearing

in PFebrunry, and the second one just released. Ve are developing
Tinks with individuals and groups, particularly abroad in kurope

and the United States, and are drawing up a wide circulstion list
for the newsletter, which will cover both longstandings and recent
developments within Sri Lanka. Wle have reliable information sourcesn
within the country, and have been receiving a steady stiream of
material and information that is obviously important to disseminate
as widely as possible. "The newsletter shnall be published every

two months, and people will be invited to subseribe to it, in
efforts to help keep production costs down. The Group also recognises
the importance of developing wider contacts in the media in the

U.K. and is in the process of doing this.

Of prime concern has been the problem of amil refugees, mnany

having left Sri lanka to seek political asylum abroad. Ve have

made contact with groups in West Germany, Denmark and France

in attenpts to assess the situation within each country. In Brituain
we had an earlier case of a young Tamil student who did not wish

to return to Sri Lanka beecause of his politieal involvement there,
and who wished to seek political asylum in this country. ‘The
response of the Home Office illustrated the British Government's
ignorance on the Tamil situation and the internal tensions

within Sri Lanka. The situation in -France - is particularly critical
for Tamil refugees. Following a visit to Paris in May of 198G,

Mary Dines prepared a paper on behalf of TRG on the refugee situation.
At the request of Tamil groups within Paris, this paper was translntod
inte french (Tamils en Crise) and forwarded to Ilrance for circulation.

continued . R
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2. . Secretary's Report.

The refugee problem is obviously going to be a long term one,

~and one TRG must expect to face for some time before any

solution can be reached.

The TRG has also been pleased to welcome into its membership
members of the Tamil students community, who have made a valid
contribution to the work of the Group. Their Presence has also
highlighted the problems faced by Tamil students Within the
United Kingdom. We know that the Sri Lankan High Commission
has approached various colleges and bodies of higher education
asking for informstion on Tamil students. We are also aware
from newspaper articles published :in Sri Lanka that Tamil students
Studying with the U.K. are seen as political dissidents. ‘
These issues must be raised through the various international
student bodies, and also at parliamentary level.

A fundraising evening was organised on 21st Pebruary, 1981, at ~
publicise the.pligpt of the Tamil people,

and a talk, followed
by a discussion on the situation; delicious Tamil food, and a

dance and music recital. Everyone enjoyed the evening, and
considerable hard work was put in to organising the programme
by the members of the Executive Committee., It is hoped that

a similar evening might be organised sometime later in the

Sumimer,
— AT Ihe eh&qofvdufﬁf?;ét_yeéf; we are pleased to welcome -
Mr. Dafyad Wigley, M.P. for Plaid Cymru, as our Chairman, and look
forwari to working alongside him in the future. Vie are hoping

to engage further parliamentary support, and have approached

three M.P.s who we feel may be sympathetic to the aims of our
Group, and would be brepared to take up the vice~-C
In particular, with the recent uprisings in
important to recognise the significance of the TRG's role as a
pressure and campaigning body, in efforts to support the Lamil

people in their struggle for self~determiration and freedom ‘,\
from racism.

Diane Grammer,
Secretary,
FMay 19:1,
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Minutes of the Annual General Méeting’of the Tamil Rights Group, held on Tuesday,
12th May, 1981, Room 16, House of Commons, Westminster, S\l.

Present: Chairman: Mr. Dafydd Wigley, M.Pa.

Diane Grammer, Mr. A. Ampalavanar, Mrs. Mary Dines, Mrs Padma Perinpanayagam,

Mrs. Adele Balasingham, Mr. R.V¥. Ramachandran, Mr. S. Sathiamcorthy, MNr. . Nehrujie,
Mr..8. Kalamthy, Mr. N.S..Krishnan, Mr. C. Antonidas, Mrs. . Antonidas,

Mr. K. Balasekaram, Mr. K. Vaikunthavasan, Mr. V. Varadakumar, Rev. Michael Scott.

14~ Opening remarks by Chairman Mr. D. Yigley opened the Annual General Meeting

of the Jamil Rights Group and spoke of the very difficult situation within 5Sri lanka.
He spoke of the role of the Tamil Rights Group in drawing attention to the plight

of the Tamils, and informed the meeting that a report on the current situation

would be given later on in the meeting.

2 Blection of Executive Officers

~—The Meeting re-elected Mr. D. Wigley as Chairmon of the Tamil Rights Group for the

' forthcoming yeara
It was proposed and agvreed that the posts of Vice Chairmen should be honorary posts
outside the fifteen Executive Committee posts.
The Chairman propesed that the Executive Committee should be empowered to co-opt
the Vice~Chairmen to the Executive Commitiee. This was agreecd.
The Meeting proposed that. Mr. James Kilfedder, Mr. David Alton and Mr. Russel Johngtone
should be nominated for the Vice Chalrmen posts. . .. A .
The Chairman informed the Meeiting that Mr. Russel bohnsteu‘ a?d hr. Da kd Alhcn hod

indicated their willingness to take up the posts of Vice Chairmen. ‘“he liceting
welcomed this.

.

It was proposed and agreed that Diane Groammer should be elecled Secrebary  of Lhe
Tamil Rights Groupa

A3

It was proposed and agreed that Mr. A. Ampalavanar should be elected Treagurcer of the
Tamil Rights Group.

The 2eollowing twelve members were elected as members of the hxecutive Committee:

Mrg. Maxy Dines Mra 5. Sathmomoorthy
Mrs. Padma Perinpanayagam kr. P. Nehruje

Mrs. Adele Balasingham Mr. K. Bolasekoram
Rev. Michael Scott Mr. R.V. Ramachandrun
lMr. Charles Antonidas Fire e Voradoalkuig
Mr. K. Vaikunthavasan 3 Miss Michelle 2osso

3. Sccretary's Report

The Secretary's Report was agreed and adopted by Lhe liceting.

Lk, Treasurer's Report

The Treasurer's Report was agreed and adopted by the lMeeting.

S5« Resolutions

It was proposed that: the Tamil Rights Group should prlorltlse fundraising during the
next year. Thisc was agreed by the Meeting.

O ., oo o P
N——— S — oGSt 65T —Sro S 6t



’l www.tamilarangam.net

S

5« lkesolutions

it was proposed that: 'this Meeting expresses its very grave concern for the reports
that bave come out of Sri Lanka and calls upon the DBritish Government to take up with
the Sri Lankan authorities the issue of one million disenfranchised Tamils,

and to urge Her Majesty the Queen not to take part in the opening of the pending
exhibition for adult franchise because of the plight of those one million who lost
the right to vote following independence.?!

This was agreed by the Meeting.

6. Any Other Business

Current situation in Sri Lanka. A report was given on the current situation in

Sri Lanka, where some 87 people were arrested, and 37 of this number held in custody.
The local police have been conducting intimidating house to house searches in the
northern provinces, and there is general concern and fear amongst the Tamil community,
as the situation deteriorates. The presence of outsiders visiting the country and
observing the current situation has brought aboult inevitable repercussions.

For ex:mple, the authorities rounded up and questioned those local people who
assisted a German film team visiting Sri Lanka.

The Chairman said he would write to the Foreign Secretary requesting a meeting

to see if the British Government can exercise pressure on the Sri Lankan Government. 7
Amnesty International should also be approached. Yhere was discussion about
approaching Panorama to see if they would be initerested in researching a programme

on Sri Lanka.

It was agreed that members of the Tamil community in the U.K. should be encouraged

to write to their M.P.s urging them to file an Larly Day Motion in the House

of Commons expressing concern about the worsening situwation in Sri Lanka, and
requestlng the British Government to take up the problem of Tamils there.

i —— et Bt e e P St S e MW-WM,Mi. ———— -

Constitution. The Chairman outlined the importance of a formal Constitution

to set out the procedure of meetings and statutory requirements for General
Meetings, and to establish procedures for future meetings of the main supporters.
It was agreed that the Executive Committee should prepare a draft Constitution
at the earliest convenience.

Membership. It was agreced that a memberchip subscription of 52.90 per jear should -
be paid by members, and that the amount should be £1.00 for OAPs and claimants. ’

New Nationality Bill. The implications of the new Nationality Bill were discussed,
; in relation to Tamils: Three main groups would be eifected b, the Bill:

1, Uhose Tumils living, bul not born in the U.K.
- 2. Those Tamils who were disenfranchised as a result of indpendence
| 5+ Those Tamils who were previously 3ritish Oversecas Citizens in lkalaoysic
: and Singapore.

It was agreed that a drafi memorandum should be drawn up for the next lixecutive Committee
Meeting on June 9th. The Meeting empowered a small working group to draw up
the memorandum on the Bill.

The Meeting closed at 8.00pm. “The Chairman thonked people for coming.
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amil Rights Group 87 Gower Street, London WCIE 6AA
lephono «0L = %00 = 0654. ' - lion. Sooxoiary : Diano, Grawmox
aimwan: Mr. Dafydd Vigloy, MePa ’

¢o Chair: David Alton, M.P.
Sheila Wright, M.P.

INCOME AND EXFENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE 2 MONTHS ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 1981

£ £
Donations, Membership and Subscription for News Letter 280.10
~Donations for Tamil Protest 271.26
551.136
Exrenses and Payments
Stamps 150.3h
Photocopies of News Letters 8A.70
Tamll Protest Leaflets & Notices 177.3%
Institute of Communal Studies 10.00
Donation io Tamil Refugees Re-Settlement in Sri Zanka 300.00
Hire of Projector 5.00
Bank Charges 3.50
732.89
EXCESS OF EXFENDITURE OVER INCOME = 181.53
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST DECEMBER 1901
/ash at Bank 1,321.49
Less Chegues drawn
228186 Adhesive Labels 11.00
228187 Rights & Justice 2h6.0h
228188  Typesettine for Lenflet 38.00
228189 Institute of Commnal Studies 10.00 335.0h 986.1h5
REPRESENTED BY
Accumilated Fund
Balance at 1st April 1901 1.167.98
Excess of Expenditure Over Income (as above) # 181.53" oR6.1hS
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Tamil Rights Group 87 Gower Street, London WCIE 6AA
Telephone -01 ~ 380 -~ 0654. - Hone Secretary : Diane. Grammer
C.h;airman: |

Vice Chair: David Al‘hon, M.P.
Sheila Wright, M.P.

www.tamilarangam.net

Mr. Dafydd Wigley, M.P.

PUBLIC MEETING

on TAMILS ARRESTED IN S. TUDIA

40 be held at Little Hall,
Wimbledon

on Swday 20th June at 6.00 p.me
Chaired by Mrse. Mary Dines

AIMS OF MEETING

le

2a

P28

To provide support for legal facilities for
the axrested freedom fighters in India

To uxge unity among the freedom fighipxs

To pay tribuie to the marityrs of Tamil Bslam.

All those whoare interested in the Tamil Eelam strugysle

are invited. :
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TAMILS IN BRITAIN FACE DEPORTATION

The hostile environment in which many Tamils live in Sri lanka
today has led. many people living abroad to feel germine fears about returning -
home, where they will face discrimination and possibly political
harrassments Already this is causing problems, especially in Britaina

In the past fow months a rumber of Tamils have heen picked up in
o Britain for immigration offences. These have included working "illegally”
an afudentn and overstaying their permits. Yot others have heen faced
with deporlation on completion of their studies hereo At this siage
some have asked for their cases to be considered under the internmationally
agreed rules for asylume '

Some of those who have taken part~time jobs have done so because of the
steep rise in overseas students fees which have not been matched by
similar increases in the income of their pavents or others vhohave sponsored
their studies and they are, therefore, unable to manage without
supplementing their allowancese. It is a fact that the increases in fees
have meant that only those who are sponsored by their govermments or come
from wealthy backgrounds can now afford to study in Britaine.

Criginally the British Govermment®s insistence on overseas students
obtaining permission from the authorities for part~time work was based on
educational grounds -~ the argument being that studies suffered if a
disproportionate time was spent at worke Now, apart from courses where
work is part of training, the general Home Office view is that those who

' work are usually in Britain under false pretences and that their studies are
only a blind for secking employment. In the case of Tamils, this view
has been encouraged by the Sri Lankan Govermment which is openly telling
forecign governmments that Tamils are migrating for purely economic
reasons and want to enjoy the "good 1life" in Europe.

Many of those arrested have been picked up in police "sweeps” on
supcrmarkets, restaurants and other cstablishments. Businesses run by
Asians are particularly vulnerable to such raidse. There is therefore a
strong likelihood that those working without a permit or not "settled”
in Britain will be charged. If students get inbo fimancial difficulties,
therefore, they are advised to get in touch with one of the coungelling agencies
or their college welfare departments immediately.

The possibility of remaining in Britain after studies have been
completed are remote, if not non—exictente Those who entered after 1st January,
197%, cannot, as previously, apply for their conditions to be revoked after
five years and cannot obtain residential status. Nor can they change from
one status to another (e.g. student to worker, visitor to student ).

1o
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At the same time Tamil students and others who fear they will face
harrassment - if not worse - should they return to Syi lanka feel that they
should qualify for asylume. This is not easy. It is not sufficient to show
that an applicant has a generalised fear of discrimination or assault or
that he would face economic hardship. He has to show that his personal
history is such that he will face persecution ~ at least, imprisonment -
because of his past activities, his associations or membership of a particular
£XUDe

“Previous membership of legally recognised groups in Sri lanka is
unlikely to satisfy the Home Office that an applicant is a bona fides
refugee. The T.U.L.F., for instance, is an officially recognised
party, whose leader is also leader of the official opposition, and active
participation in the T.U.L.F. by itself would not be deemed to constitute
a threat to an applicant?s safety.

The difficulties of providing proof of arrvest, imprisonment ox the
fact that an applicant is wanted by the police in Sri Lanka means that
those applying for asylum need to get advice and work on their cases before
their situation develops into an emergency. Those who believe that
they bave a case should, therefore, get advice before their permit to- ™
remain in Britain expires, so that if their application is unlikely to
succeed they can make other arrangemenits. If they leave things until
they ave faced with a deportation order they are unlikely to find
another country to take them even if they have skills that would
normally make it possible for them to work in, say, Middle Lastern
countries.
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Publicly the U.N.P. Government claim that they want a peaceful
solution to the Tamil problem. If this is so, one would have thought that
they would be looking for ways of promoting harmony and reconciliations
they would be reassuring the Tamils that they have a secure place in
Sri Lanka and that there will be mutual respect beiween all races.

It is surprising, therefore, to find that the Government should act in a
way that is bound to provoke the Tamil population. The removal of the Sri
Lunkan paclizment to Kotte, lhe conlre of the old DBuddhist
kingdom, mast be seen as one of their most insensitive aclions. It may be
that the old Parliament was unsatisfactory. But, even seo, why did they
have to chose Kotte for the new site, when it was bound to reinforce
Tamil fears of Buddhist-Sinhalese domination?

A munber of other nations have rebuilt their Parliaments or moved
their veme after independence. They have usually selected as neutral a
place as possible so as not to arcuse old feelings and rivalries. So, the
Anstralian Federal Parliament is in Canberra and Pakistan moved its
Parliament from Karachi to Islamabad. '

The U.N.P. Government, however, has chosen the most contentious
site possible. Changing its name from Kotie to Jayavardhamapura is
turely cosmetic and will do nothing to persuade Tamils that the U.N.P.
is not being provocative.
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BUDDHISTS DECLARE WAR

In April 2 Buddhist monk, Gopitha Nayakathero,declared that 18,000
Buddhist monks had declared war. He said that "The time has come to defend
our Sinhala race. We will never be slaves 10 anyone. Tor the last 2,500
years only Buddhist monks have safeguarded the religion"e.

He claimed that "The war could start at any time. The army of monks are
already prepared for it. We don't care whether we live or die".

Behind the scenes, the U.N.P, Government also seems to have declared
war secretly on the Hindu religion.

According to local people, Hindu statues among the ruins at Xurunthan
Malai in Mullaitiva were taken away in Army trucks in November, 198l1. Since
then, employees from a local tile factory have been unobtrusively
building a Buddhist vihare there. Local people who have shown interest

in what is going on have been chased away and some young people taken in
for questioning.

The old site housed both Hindn and Buddhist archaelogical remaing,
although the local population is predominantly Hindu/Tamil. They fear
that the desecration of the Hindu site is the first step in a process of
Sinhalege colonisation of the areae.

The Murugan temple opposite the Polgwela Railway Station is .also

being transformed into a Buddhist sités “On Tth'May it was whitewashed and
the foundations for a Buddhist vihare are being laid.
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Harrassment by Govermment forces continues

On Tth March police smashed up and looted shops in Pnllliyar&éodal and.
Valanai. Some members of the public were assaulted.

Two days previously Chelliah Rajendram, aged 20, was shot and seriously
wounded. by an army patrol when he was walking ‘outside his house in Stanley
Road, Jaffpa. There was no curfev in force at the bime.

On 19th March schoolgirls in the Muslim town of Kalpitiya wexe being
harrassed by naval personnel and one man tried to molest a 1l3-yeax old gixle
He was beaten up by the crowd which gathered and then left and came back witn
reinforcements. ‘They assaulted everyone in the neighbourhood, demanding the
survender of the girl's brother who had attacked. the molester. Although the
girl was rescued her parent's house was burnt down on the same night and they
lost everything. No action was taken by the authorities.

Students demand release of university student

Winalarajah, a student at Jalfpa University, was arvested at 4.0 a.m. on
24th April, a few hours before he was due to take his cxams. Although a chronic
asthmatic he has been kept in detention and no charges have been preferred against
him. His fellow students have mounted a campaign for his release and, in spite
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of a bhan on demonstrations, have marched publicly in his support. Some students

caucht distributing leaflets were arrested and this led to a rapid extension

of the campaign, bringing in high school students as well as those at
universities throughout the country.

There are now a total of 43 Tamils in detention without being
charged in Sri Ianka.

Iolice fail to appear in court

Warrants have been dssucd Tor the arrent of 17 police officors

who failled Lo appear in court in connection with charges of murder,
robbery and arson during the rampage by the security forces in Jaffns
in May and Junc lacst years Another officer informed the court

that he was unable to be present.

It is believed that the police department themselves are
carrying out a deparimental inguiry into the cases of 189 other
policemen who are alleged to have been involved in acts of violence
in the NMorth during the same period.

B R S SR S S PP
CHRISTMAS CAHDS

, A Lullocolour card, chowing Tamil refugees, i now available. -
This was printed in Sri Lanka for the Central British Fund for Tamil
RefMipeest Rehabilitation. '

The card, with envelope, costs 25p. Please order now from
the ToRaGo office.

TAMLIL RIGHTS GROUP
87 Gower Street
London WC1E 6AA
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My dear uesley,
Just recd your letter of 07.12. So [ thought the best is to straight
away reply. Thank you for this and the Peace card. Seasons yrsetings and ali tha best
, te yourself, the family and all our comrades there.
- In fact I was mentioning you to a Sarath WNarangala who saw mew this -
morning about seeing to our roquzremenr of a press. He is the man who runs the mono unit
at Star Press. He has permanent business interests in UK and has glven me 2 pr0p051tlons
re second hand presses from there. These are -
. Heidelberg Letter Press; Model KSBA; size 18 x 22%; price CIF E&ODO xmgz
Inclusive of duty this he says should cost us in all about Rs400 000
Tabldd size.

L ' 2. Nebule (?) letter press; cylinder (Italian}; size 22 x 30. Price may cost
. a little above No. 1. R o
; e says we will receive the press here within 20 days of opeiing of LC.. :
r!e is himself a seller of printing machinery and with your own knowledgﬁ of the tr‘ade .
. we should be able to strike a bargain. He is in almost daily contact w1th hIS _partner 3
<~——~-ﬂ%asp “addrdsSis-as foltows: S o - T T T T
John Liggins
2 St Alban Rd, Leicester, :ngland
Please get in touch with Liggins 1mmed1atm1y, examine the machinery and get in ‘touch:
with me. Narangala says shipping is no problem because we can use a container of his
as he himself is an importer. I have given all this information to you because my
! understanding of these matters is wholly that of an outsider to the trade of printing,
? shipping etc. Please also let us know how you all can help in the purchase. We can manage
the money féb everything at this end. N
I think the Heldleberg letter press should serve our purposes because in any case we %
-~ will not be printing anything m&x larger than tabloid size. It can be convanlently used .
for commercial work like book prlnting too. E
A good press commercially well run should give us all the money we need for party work. -
No other Party except for the UNP and the SLFP has the faciities we have in this regard -
premises in Maradana, existing press machinery, and a mono unit which can be used as our
own though it does not as yet belong to us. We can purchasékhls too at some stage. .
As tok the papers you have mentioned 1 am fully in agreemnt with you. 1 am confident we:
could get up the Sinhala weekly at least by May day. We are thinking of an English waekly o
too, and 1 am trying to get persons outside the Party but with left inclinations to-come
- together mg with us for a broadbased English weekly. Much of all this will ofcourse 4
..-depend on a viable press.
- 1 must apologise to you for not having written earlier. Problem was - I was in uenava in
Genzva-4a August-September on the Richard de Zoysa case. That was the time .of the UN sub-!
Commission on Human Rights. I had got accredttatlon from the International Commission. of.k‘
Jurrs*s~‘um—50yza’s»mwthar;—ur Saravanamuittu who was_then in_Londop<also.came _to Geneva, - E
~and our joint work in Geneva, her work wlth Al etc in London and curope and my work: here.
resulted in the 12 European a1d donors mention the de Zoysa case in a letter tﬁey 301nt1yé
qwrote to the SL govt., just before the Aid Weptlng in Partfs on 25th October, expre531ng“ﬁ
‘;hthelr dissatisfaction with the slow progress in the Richard de Zoysa case.vrﬁereafter I
~ had to spend a large amt of my time getting up. the joint-Opposition motion in Parlxamentt
calllng on the President to appoint a Commission of Inquiry on the circumstances of de
Zoysa's death, and the police investigation held into it. Please contact Al and gt yoursel1
briefed on thzs Bernard met Mrs 8 about the motion and she agreed to steer it - that is
how ifh came in time to defeat the move of the Govt. aimed at preventing it from getting
into the Order Book of Parliament. We got it in the Order Book on the 25th September. The
Govt. were instrumental in getting the suspect Ronnie Gunasinghe and another to file~
civil actions in the DC claiming damages from Mrs S'muttu for naming them in the Maglst. ;
- Court. This was done in order to block the motion from getting into Parliament. But in %
this they were late, and therefore the Govt. tried to block discussion’on it on the ground
- that the matter was sub judice. Atha and others fought this out and thereafter the Speaker
ruled that any objection to the motion on the ground that it is sub judice should be
raised on the floor Hﬁ the House, and this was fixed for Dec. 9th -Sunday. I had quite a
job on this - getting the necessary material from the House of Commons etc and briefing
our MPs. This was well wotth it for our Opposition chaps did a marvellous job and the
Speaker has just given his ruling permitiing the discussion of the motion.: So now I have
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“the tisk of getting the MPs roady for that debate. There is no doubt the uovt.fwnmll 24

e defeat the motion - but we must make full use of the debate to give publicity :
‘ 1. this case being the one single instaace which reveals the entire govt. apparatus 54

- that is used for extra~ Jud1c1a1 &1111ngs 4

2. that this is linked to the govt's handling of the plot which Ranjan W said he had
discovered in an announcement he made to Parliament on the 23rd Dec. 1989.

3. the cover-up nature of the police lnvnstlgatlon. s

4. The AG's role in frustraing the MC inquiry, and his repori to Parliament miseading it.{
ABRMX about the MC proceedings on it and his own role’in it. '

5. the President's proved reluctance to appoint a Commission and the possxble reasons for*
this.

6. the relation of thls to the Govt's obllgatlon to uphold. human rlghts eic

_g.
%
- F

I am enclosing in this a letter I wrote to Bradman Ueerakoon You can use it any
way you want.

Nhlkgst attending to all this I had to lead a CFL delegation to .the Peopies Republlc of %
Chine, responding to an invitation from their TU Federation. Siriwardene and Rassedin went w
with me. That took two weeks. Itwas a very useful and fruitful trip..0n.our return ‘the: ¥
..~ Chinese Re Embassy hosted us and the PB to dinner. Their human rights. SItuatlon too was stud:
—~—~6%&d&°d» and the”bare facts were sifted from what was-almost wholly Yeice of Amevrice f%ep-- \
-aganda. I think the VOA, which had been given quite a free hand in China, did -a greas
disservice to the pro- democracy movement which came from within the Party itself. American

agents had infiltrated it and birought about its suppress;on. Now it is a centre-left party
faction that is in control. TU and worker rights in the workplace are respected. But:what
is most interesting however is the economic change they are bringing.about DspeCIally in
the Eastern half of the country. Foreign tochnology ‘and capital are extensively used-and
very much in demand. The present leadershlp is 1°vertheless careful to see that. ‘the basic
"Socialistic" property relations subsist . in the najor areas of the economy. Thereis. ng- i
‘. privatisation as is being made out as happening in China by our medla, I thlnk I shall R
write somethlng on thlS and send it to you. : |

Now you would see how. busy we. have been. S RS '3ﬂ; , ._',Quf;ﬂ:53-é’“

As to party work - it.is quite clear that the LSSP is af present the major factor o
trying to bring -about am alliance. of all progressive forces against the UNP:" =~ ‘in Fact for i
the ouster of the Premadasa.govt. Our p051t10n on this should have been’ cicar to you from -
the the LC resclution which-Rassedin would have sent: to’ you, “We are in & SItuatlon in whlch
we work both as the Five party alliance as well as the 3 party alliance.-It7is #kx as the =}

.3 party alliance that we have started the on-going picketting campaign against thdrlslng
cost of living, repression etc. When the police interfered with the pickets in Maharagana S
{in which others too had joined }*Bernard protested to Ranjan W and he wrote to-Bernard < .
aSSURING him that peaceful picketting will not be interfered with and that xx%b will-

accoraingly instruct all police statlons We tested thlS\OUtkEWICe'ln Golombe\;} nce: oppOSIU

,———-qeux HQ, and the nexi with all 3vpartjes at Lipton sqg arg n& rganlsed a. pgcket -and Sath;g
' -raha last week and at this Bernard, KP, Rajitaa otﬁéﬁsﬂﬁererr§§éﬁ *ﬁ@y werée all— 3~
3 beaten up by the police. Steps are balng taken in Pespect~gﬁuth3$¢3lﬂe picket and s'graha
' h:llsigread to other areas too. The attempt -will be made tofbrlng in others too - esoec1aal”
the i
in the TU front too we have taken the lead in the Joint Committee in respect of plckets-
in the private sector, opposite workplass, demanding for them too the 200/- 300/- wage - g
increase promised to govt. workers ~ lower paid grade- in the Budget. In the joint-front =
the CP and the SLFP have agreed on this, but nhot the NSSP. Fer some abstruse reason their
man - linus- is. standing against it. erhaps this is because they have concluded their
Collective agreements, and they do not want to go against the no-strike clause. Even tnls
is no explanation because we have advanced only the idea of a picket and not of a. strike.

He have now appointed District full time organasers in accordance with NM's will. This
should do a lot for our organisation work. TU work is also being decentralised on a dlstrlc
basis. NM's residence too Bs being used after a minor rcpalr the Trust has given it.
3ernard's lecture on the Budget - the English one, was given there. The Sinhala one was at j
the Public library auditorium. Highly appreciated.

We have not neglected our cther work either. The NM Memorial lecture - in Sinhala by the-;
econ don Tilekeratne of Vidyodaya went off very well. After that we had lectures for Doricd
and Karlo. Ye are just now preparing for Colvin's on Feb 14th. His birthday Feb 17th. He %
died eb 27th. '
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The Party tried its utmost to bring the NSSP to some working agreement with us. About 2 months
ago we Mmet Vasu and W'bahu at my place. As the 5party allianceg is geared to. the Presidential
electicn on which P'dasa can take us unawares we took up with them the question of the single
opposition candidate. But both of the HSSP said that even though they would support a single
opposition candidate (who they agree would be ¥rs 8) thay want to be free to put forwar
nominally a candidate of th2ir own and campaign for their own programme. They said they weould +
not even ask the people to vote for their candidate! It is clear from this that they want to
make the best of both worlds. Get full milage from the Sparty allianceﬁnd at the same time

. carry on their own campaign even if it cuts across our own positions. Party is in'nox mood
to allow such low pranks. .

It is clear to me that the NSSP fight is neither with the UNP nor even with the SLFP. They
are trying to outwit the CP and ourselves in order to be able to say that we betrayed the
flag whilst they did not. :

We have gone a long way tc accomodate the MEP too within the5 party alliance. Those of the Sikf
SLFP who do nct want the alliance with us try to emphasise differences on the Provincial dauewd
issue. In orderto take .the wind off thesk sails we 3 parties formulated our position on this
stating our commitment to the devolution as adopted in the Constitution and to its expansion
£as far as powers are concerned) so as to give tc the Tamil people in the North and .the Tamia—
Muslim-and Sinhala pecple in the Fast one or more viable units of administreation, and that

“on-the basis of the experience of the PCs we agree that the unit itself may be reviewed. This
should placate ‘Tamil opinion too because dominant opinion . there at present is for a regional

- unif; as opposed to a provincial unit. The MEP. {and the SLFP) do not appear to be opposed to

~ giving to those areas even one or more regional units- but espcially the MEP is very hostile

?D devoiution elsewhere on the PC scale. Well, we have set the ball rolling; lets see what hesg
happens. _

At present we are carrying on with our 3 party seminars too. This is in addition to our
oun district level discussions. All this should certainly bring us to the level of the regional
me:etings you have suggested in your letter. - ' : _

I had to leave this letter uncompleted in order to attend P8. Bernard had not recd. the letter
which T am replying. He read my copy, and he recalls.ithat Tissa had been asked to reply the 4
letter which you had sent to all of us. I told him about the peess machinery 1 have mentioned
nere. He too was happy with the idea. If you can raise part atleast of the money there he

- thinks we too, could supplement the cost. So please act guick and write to me.

.
SN

Hg;had a very successful 55th anniversary meeting on the 18th. Today was the pola.
. OSH Seneviratne told me last night that Champa (Visakha) was here but I have-not met her.
: .Pleas%_giye my personal regards tc Kandane and wish him and the family well.

Q. el
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