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News Review EELAM/SRI LANKA

The atrocities of the Sri Lankan armed
forces in the Northern and Eastern part of
Sri Lanka is on the increase. Every day inno-
cent Tamils are being harrassed, killed, their
properties destroyed and made refugees in
their homeland. Recently, the Armed
Forces, the most undisciplined in the World
according to the Time magazine went on
killing sprees in the North and East of the
island. Following the attacks on army con-
voys in Karavetti, Thikkam and various
other places the armed forces have increased
their retaliation against the innocent Tamils.
In one village alone seventy youths between
the ages of 16 and 25 were packed
in a community centre and burnt alive.
Similar attacks on innocent Tamil Speaking
People had also been reported.

Following the attack on Karainagr Naval
Base in which both the militant youths and
the navy suffered high casualty, more than
2500 houses were reduced to ashes in
Karainagar, 50 innocent Tamils killed, and
more than 20,000 people made refugees by
the actions of the armed forces.

The pressure put by the militant youths on
the armed forces has acquired a new dimen-
sion. The attacks on army camps, naval
bases, and the ambushes on army convoys
are becoming more daring and the in-
dividual military operations are more suc-
cessful than ever before. While this so, the
retaliatory measures by the army, and the
collective punishment" the army imposes on
innocent Tamils are also on the increase.
Within three weeks more than 300 people
were shot dead by the army. This is causing
concern amongst the Tamil Speaking Peo-
ple. People are being alienated and made
pure spectators by the modus operandi of
military actions by some of the major
Liberation Organisations and the "collec-
tive punishment" that follows them. Many
wonder if the present strategy adopted by
these Organisations is correct.

Commenting on the present situation, the
spokesman for Eelam Revolutionary
Organisers says "We do not believe in 'hit
and run' tactics as the only way to mobilise
the people. In fact, instead of mobilising
and organising the people it has demobilised
them. This is the bitter experience that we
draw from the state of our revolutionary
struggle for Liberation. We, too, believe
that means justify the end. But the end
should be the people and not the institutions
or organisations or military operations. Our
aim should therefore be to carry out military
actions which should act as agents to
mobilise people, disperse the enemy, not
allowing the enemy to concentrate its forces
in one area. Our objective must be to create
self-defence centres, fortified villages, no-
go areas, and self-sufficient economy — in
essence to create alternative power centres.
This needs time, effort and organising. In
the meantime our military strategy should
be to cause striking blow to the economy of

the enemy and to bring about a psycholog-
ical set back to armed forces. In essence our
political and military tactics should be
subversion and sabotage. Considering the
developing changes in Eelam and Sri Lanka,
we belive there is an urgent need for a coor-
dinated military activity between all the
Liberation Organisations. We believe in this
firmly and are working towards its fulfil-
ment. Our activities are in accordance with
our strategy as it would be clear from our re-
cent SPRING CAMPAIGN."

Second explosion in Colombo
within a month
A bomb exploded near the Sri Lanka army
headquarters in Colombo on Monday night
30th of April, shattering window panes of
several buildings in the vicinity including a
luxury hotel. The bomb blast damaged the
accounts and legal department at army
headquarters. It should be noted that this
area has been designated as high security
zone. The explosion was heard 7 miles away.
A new building in the neighbourhood had
two gapping holes on its walls. This bomb
blast came within 48 hours of National
Security Minister Lalith Atulathmudali's
statement in parliament that EROS was
planning to explode bombs in the capital.

This was the second explosion in the city
in April. On April 10, a bomb exploded in a
railway station near the international air-
port on the eve of British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher's visit. The bomb blasts
occured in spite of the tight security, accor-
ding to government officials.

Army attack on Eelam
Revolutionary Organisers'
camp thwarted
It is reliably understood from the
spokesman for Eelam Revolutionary
Organisers that a commando attack on their
camp at Koduvamadu, Maddakalappu was
successfully repelled. Commando unit of a
strength of 45, led by S.I. Veeratunga in two
military trucks descended on the camp on
April 3, 1985. The first truck was blown to
bits by the mines placed strategically with
the safety of the camp in mind. The second
was ambushed by the revolutionaries and
Mr. Veeratunga was arrested. Together with
the three informers who led the security
forces to that attack, 36 commandos were
killed, without any casualties to the revolu-
tionaries. A number of weapons of the types
S AK47 and M16 and enough ammunition
were captured. It should be noted that this
was the first time a camp of this nature was
successfully defended without any casualties
to the civilians or any Tamil militants. This
is because it was not a planned attack but an
'opportunity ambush' in self-defence and
the location of this confrontation was in
forest not a village or town.

... Operations to relieve
tensions in the Eastern Province
While government instigated violence bet-
ween Islamic and Hindu Tamils was raging
in the Eastern Province, Eelam Revolu-
tionaries were actively engaging themselves
in defusing the situation.

Since Mossad and SAS trained in-
telligence security forces were found to be in
the forefront of this deep-seated conspiracy,
to divide the Tamil speaking people, the
Eelam Revolutionary Organisers have
directed their campaigns in dislodging the
fears and tensions created in that region.
Apart from bringing the local Hindu and
Islamic leaders together to discuss and to ex-
pose the government intentions, they have
also carried out military operations in order
to create conditions for such a process. The
ambush on a police commando unit at
Koamari, Ampharai — a Sinhala enclave
created by the government through armed
colonisation programmes, aimed at
isolating the Tamil people — was one such
operation.

This ambush happened on April 25,1985,
in the forests which surround Koamari, on
the highway to Akkaripatthu — around
which armed Sinhala colonisers are firmly
entrenched. Police commandos lost 26 in
their ranks and the revolutionaries returned
their bases without casualties and with cap-
tured weapons and ammunition.

Against the tourist industry in
the east coast
In a carefully thought-out military opera-
tion Eelam Revolutionary Organisers
managed to put a certain end to the tourist
industry in Trincomale — once a British
naval base, of which facilities are now used
by the USA.

Trincomale is being developed since 1945,
as the bastion of Sinhala colonisation into
Tamil areas, to bring about the necessary
demographic change to this strategically
located place, in order to cut-off the Nor-
thern Tamils from those in the East. Armed
Sinhala settlers, paid informers and the
stranglehold of the armed forces have been
hindering any political work by the Tamils.
Tourism is part of that Sinhala chauvinist
strategy, catered for by the hotels and
businesses built on the lands confiscated
from the Tamils. Most of the tourists come
from Australia, USA and Europe searching
for coves and attols for exotic sports such as
scuba-diving, surfing, etc; but the beach
resorts have become popular among the
normal tourists as well.

The military operation though targetted
at the tourist industry, it was also designed
to deliver a psychological blow to the
repressive forces and further, as a tonic to
the Tamil people who have been harrassed
and terrorised. The attack was carried out at
Kuchivelli, on May 9, in which 4 police com-

continned on page 11
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mandos were killed and more than 10 in-
jured. Later, the explosion caused by the
revolutionaries caused extensive damage to
the properties near by and created a crater
big enough to bury a whole truck.

Eelam revolutionaries disrupt
massive Sinhala colonisation
programme
The rational and constructive strategy of the
Eelam Revolutionary Organisers, employ-
ing sabotage of the Sri Lankan economy as
the primary military tactics, while organis-
ing the masses and creating a revolutionary
rear, though promised much with the
Oberoi bombing, while receiving set-back in
an attempt to blow up the oil refinery at
Sapugaskande, is now clearly emerging
sucessfully in pointing the correct path to
follow to all freedom fighters to forward the
Eelam struggle. The attacks on the tourist
industry in Tricomale and the Zachary-
Dillingham irrigation projects have
rendered the frequency for their strategy, to
present itself as the correct form of ap-
proach, when all the conditions of our strug-
gle are considered.

Zachary-Dillingham project is a section
of the Mahaweli Development Scheme, to
colonise Eelam areas with 200,000 Sinhala
settlers — many of them would no doubt be
armed — and located between Polonnaruwa
and Manampitiya. It received its name from
the US consortium Zachery-Dillingham,
which undertook the project, with the ap-
proval of its government, even though US
officials knew of the Sri Lanka's real inten-
tions and the conflict of Eelavar with that
inherent chauvinistic design.

In a two-pronged attack on May 19,
against the field camp of the construction
team, which was made up of 49 Americans,
their 51 dependants and 22 others of Euro-
pean origin, no casualty was caused to the
team itself, but, to the security force, of
whom several died. The foreigners were
'persuaded' to leave the area and are now
said to be in the consortium's guarded base
camp, located 10 miles south-east of Polon-
naruwa. The project and all machines were
destroyed soon afterwards.

For logistical purposes a security post
near Al 1 road at Manampitiya was attacked
by another unit of the revolutionaries, who
overran the post and held it until it was
necessary, during, 6 security forces died and
8 seriously injured. Revolutionaries also
captured and secured the nearby rail bridge
across the Mahaweli River. All participated
in the attack returned to their bases safely.
On the following day 11 more soldiers died
and several were injured, while pursuing the
revolutionaries into Eelam.

The continuation of the project now
depends on the Sri Lankan government's
determination to pursue its policy of bring-
ing demographic changes to that area and
also of the willingness of the consortium to
participate in that conspiracy, perhaps while

endangering the safety of its individual
members.

West German built propaganda
macninery blasted
The importance of the media in a Ceylonese
life and the governmental control over it, is
well understood by all, especially by
Eelavar, since the powerful disinformation
campaign waged against their struggle for
justice and peace has an unprecedented
adverse consequence. The majority of the
newspapers are either owned by the govern-
ment or its UNP supporters and the opposi-
tions' papers either closed down or silenced
through various means, while the news itself
is entirely censored by the government. The
radio and TV networks are also owned by
the state, thus, the whole of the media
becomes a monstrous tool for its propagan-
da purposes. This situation is further aided
by the western governments, especially by
West Germany which built the Deutchwelle
radio station in Trincomale, for it, which
has spent several million Deutchmarks. The
propaganda activities are further heightened
and internationalised by the Sri Lankan
government's agreement with the USA in
allowing the Voice of America to build yet
another radio station in the same vicinity, to
bring yankee imperialism with its coca-cola
civilisation to the nations in the Indian
Ocean and to destablise the region.

Preventing such imperialistic designs
and countering the Sri Lankan govern-
ment's vicious disinformation campaign
and severing its organs — whoever have
created and maintained them — are respon-
sibilities of Eelam revolutionaries who are
also true internationalists. Thus, the distruc-
tion of this West German sponsored pro-
paganda machinery should have been well
anticipated by many. In an attack on the
radio station on 6 June 1985, Eelam Revolu-
tionary Organisers completely destroyed the
tower and the buildings and took away
transmitting equipments worth thousands
of pounds. All those participating in the
operation returned to their bases safely.

Kaluthurai alcohol refinery burnt to the
ground
Eelam Revolutionary Organisers further in-
creased their activities against the Sri
Lankan economy and have dealt a severe
blow to it, by causing fire with incendiary
devices to the alcohol distilling factory com-
plexes at Kaluthurai near Colombo. The
factory produces millions of bottles of
alcohol, widely known in Sri Lanka as
Arack, for export as well as internal
markets.

The fire started by the devices on 7 June
1985, completely gutted the main factory
premises causing damage worth 3 million
pounds or more according to the officials. It
is the major attack on a Sri Lankan
economic installation and a successful one,
resulting in a major fire in a region near the
capital.

An operation to cut-off an armed
Sinhala enclave

At this present stage of our peoples' struggle
many have attached a label — revolutionary
— a terminology they have taken it for
granted, just because they carry a gun and
prepared to die, but, without a proper
understanding of the conditions of our
struggle, a rational theory, philosophy and
well thought-out strategy.

There are those with new-found Tamil
machoism set about in ejecting the Sinhala
occupying army, without a care for the con-
sequences to the people and the adversities,
constrains on the conditions of the struggle
itself, as though it is a matter of courage and
will to 'liberate' an empty land, with armed
'boys', casting the people aside; there are
those who prepare an army of thousands
like our old Tamil kings of Sholas and Pan-
diyas, waiting for an opportune moment to
do the same 'job', while talking vociferously
about mass, peoples struggle; and there are
those who say everything everyone else says,
hoping to be 'popular' by any means, hitting
the same target again and again without any
relation to what they copy from others
around them. But, there are also those who
believe in what they say and do, staying
steadfast to the principles, philosophies and
strategies, not wavering to pressures for
greater, exaggerated publicity for their cor-
rect actions, thus, believing in the truths and
the ultimate qualities of the people
themselves, therefore, creating revolu-
tionary villages, alternative power centres,
etc., while mobilising them into various
fronts and further trying to prevent the total
erosion of the conditions of our struggle and
care for the people — the victims of chaos
and defend the gains with reoluteness.

That is, when Eelam is fast becoming a
nation of empty lands, its people driven out
to all corners of the world and to refugee
camps, one who could fortunately think
should question oneself: "Is the Palestinian
tragedy going to be repeated to our people in
Eelam?".

However, as revolutionaries we should
carry-on with our correct activities, defen-
ding our land and people from further ag-
gression of the Sinhala chauvinists, accor-
ding to the strategies we have put forward.
Eelam Revolutionary Organisers carried out
an attack on the security forces on 26 May
1985, in a Sinhala colonised area near the
village of Kiran, situated between Muthur
and Batticola, killing 37 of the Sinhala arm-
ed forces. Several weapons and enough am-
munition were also captured, before the
revolutionaries returned safely to their
bases.
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Thatcher
airport
bomb blast

By JAMES MacMANUS
in Colombo

TVTRS THATCHER flew
into Colombo, the Sri

Lankan capital, last night
on the most difficult stage
of her Asian tour, hours
after Tamil secessionists
had detonated a bomb in
the grounds of the inter-
national airport.
The explosion at a railway

station 200 yards from the main
terminal killed an airport
worker and wounded several

others. Armed troops ringed
the tarmac yesterday as Mrs
Thatcher arrived in the highest
security of her tour so far.

Tamil guerrillas fighting for
an independent state in the
north of the island have vowed
to mark the Prime Minister's
two-day visit by stepping Tip
their terror campaign.

On Wednesday evening Tamil
guerrillas launched a six-hour
attack on the main police
station at Jaffna, in the north
of the island,'burning down the
building and damaging several
others in toe city, according to
independent sources.

The Government -announced
last night that four policemen
and 20 secessionists had died
in the fighting, but other
sources placed the death toll
at 40:

Rousing reception
Mrs Thatcher, who is to in«

augurate a British-funded dam
on the island today, will hold
talks with the Government
about the security situation and
political moves to meet Tamil
demands for a greater say, jn
the running of the island.

Britain has given more than
£110 million for the dam across
the Mahaweli river near Kandy,
designed to irrigate thousands
of acres, help settle hundreds
of families in new cultivable
land and generate 210 mega*
watts of power. '

Earlier yesterday Mrs
Thatcher was given the most
rousing reception of her Asian
Continued on Back P, Col 5

Thatcher
By JAMES MacMANUS

Continued from Page One
tour when thousands of flag-
waving . schoolchildren and
cheering students mobbed her
during a visit to Bandung, in
the highlands of Indonesia/

Shouting "We love you,
Maggie," and less to the point
" Liverpool, Liverpool," the
students at the town's Institute
of Technology threatened to
sweep the Prime Minister of!
her feet.

With little police protection
from the boisterous crowd/the
British party was at one point
cut off in a sea of young
Indonesians all reaching out to
touch the Prime Minister.

MrsTlhatcher, looking slightly
shaken by the most disorderly
scenes of her 11-day tour, was
escorted to her car by her
three British bodyguards 'and
four Indonesian military police-
men.

Signs of fatigue
During the Prime Minister's

visit, Mr John Andrews, a Brit-
ish lecturer on attachment from
University College, London,
Wined her that promoting
British products abroad was not
enough. -

Mr Andrews in Bundling on
a four-year contract under a
World Bank programme, said
"The British Government has
not woken up to the fact that
it must sell the country's aca-
demic services and get more
overseas students into Britain
if we are to promote trade suc-
cessfully abroad."

Later Mrs Thatcher, who
showed signs of fatigue on the
eighth day of her seven-nation

INDIA:

f Anuradhapura==

A-fcllJ* -M Vll" —™*
iSRFLANKA

•Kandy

y> Miles

tour, watched an aircraft dis-
play and toured a factory
where a state-owned company
manufactured planes and heli-
copters in association with
Spain, West Germany and
France.

Mrs Thatcher praised her
exuberant welcome in the city
but tine So-minute flight back to
the Indonesian capital brought
the fourth major Press confer-
ence of her tour and revealed a
tired and imritable Prime Mini-
ster.

Under pressure from British
correspondents,, she twice
refused -to answer questions
about Opposition criticism of her
anti-union remarks in Malaysia
and Singapore.

Sharp response
To her first questioner she

snapped: "" I have not come all
the way to Indonesia to discuss
comments about me by someone
at home."

When another questioner said
he wished to rais* the issue of
the sustained Labour party
attack on her tour tihis week, the
Prime Minister cut short the
question, saying with evident
anger, "I don't see why you
should. We are 'in Indonesia and
we are having a Press confer-
ence with our Indonesian
guests."

That sharp response effec-
tively ended British partdcipa-
tion in tiie Press conference
and left Indonesian journalists
free to elicit the view from the
Prime Minister that " I am con-
fident a resurgent Britain will
develop doser relations with
Indonesia. I am sure trade will
increase—we are the best of
friends."
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Terror alert as
Thatcher keeps
date in Colombo

By Eric Silver in
Colombo and David McKie

Security Forces were put on
alert last night after" two
:errorist attacks on the eve of
Urs, Thatcher's two^day visit to
Sri Lanka.

Armed police were posted
along the 20-mile route from
the airport to the president's
palace when the Prime Minis-
ter arrived from Jakarta.

Twenty Tamil guerrillas and
four policemen were klled
when insurgents attacked Jaffna
jolice station in the Tamil nor-
thern peninsula and a woman
died and four other people
were injured in a bomb attack
on a train near Colombo air-
port, both incidenits happened
on Wednesday.

Before leaving Jakarta Mrs
Thatcher refused to be drawn
on the controversy after Labour
attacks on her as the enemy
abroad. " I did not come all the
way to Indonesia to discuss
comments about me by someone
at home," she said.

" My interest at the moment
is not in the Labour Party and
I don't think there is anything
constructive I can say about
it."

She was under fire again yes-
terday when the Liberal leader
Mr Daivid Steel ridiculed her
insistence that the Government's
student grants fiasco occurred
while she was out of the
country.

Speaking in his constituency,
Mr Steel said: " Mrs Thatcher
has confided to us from the
safe distance of Jakarta that
things only go wrong in this
country when she is away. In
the House of Commons she
used the same alibi over the
Ponting prosecution, claiming
she had been in Switzerland at
the time.

"When the cat is away the

mice obviously get up to all
sorts of mischief. Perhaps the
Prime Minister could check
her diary and let us know
where she was on other occa-
sions — when house building
ground to a standstill; when
the teachers were converted
from mild moderates to angry
radicals; and, above all, when
unemployment trebled to 3}
million.

" I wonder what is going
wrong at this very moment as
the victor of the picket lines
tells her personal story of tri-
umph all over south-east Asia.

"I wonder if she told the
Chancellor or the Employment
Minister that she had com-
manded inflation to come
down to 3 per cent. I notice
that she had no similar in-
struction for a reduction in
unemployment"

Mr Steel said Mrs Thatcher's
" one-woman government" had
become ridiculous. Britain had
a cabinet, not a presidential,
system of government. The
Prime Minister might have be-
come enamoured of doing
things the American way but
she ought not to forget how
the British constitution
worked.

In Colombo, security sources
suspect that the rail bomb-
ing was timed to coincide
with Mrs Thatcher's visit,

Buses ferrying passengers in
both directions between Jaffna
and Colombo for this week-
end's Tamil new year were
reported last night to have
been delayed by intensive se-
curity checks, but President
Jayewardene issued strict
orders that there were to be
no army reprisals against
Tamil civilians, who he be-
lieves are turning away from
the guerrillas.

Leader comment, page 12

g The Daily Telegraph, Saturday, April 1$, 19SS

MTI-TERKOR
TROOPS GUARD
THATCHER

By J43£KS MacM-iFUS in Ken/fy, Sri Lanka

EAVILY^UARDED against guerrilla
attack Mrs Thatcher inaugurated the

Victoria Dam, Britain's largest single aid
project, in the central hills of Sri Lanka
yesterday,

The Prime Minister and her husband flew by
helicopter from the capital, Colombo, to the British-
built dam, where she told President Jaywardene:
" Together we have created this mighty work, which
will stand for decades as a
sure sign of what friend-
ship and co-operation can
achieve."

whether the Victoria Dam which
the Labour Government bad in-
dicated it wanted to go ahead
should do so. The . actual
decision to go ahead was, indeed
ours."

During the drive to Kandy,
the spiritual xapital of "Ceylon,
from the dam, .the .Sri Lankan

Troops were posted in the
forested hills > around the
dam, which 'was built:with
£113 million of British aid, j , - . the British Prime

ject was formally opened in se^'rSatfsts whofe6struggle with
swelteriag-heat: ^hg authorities in the north of

No further guerrilla incidents the island has set in train a
were reported yesterday, but.cycle of violence .against cm-
reliable sources disclosed that toans for which both sides are
during last Wednesday'si attack" responsible,
on a police station at Jaffna, Mrs Thatcher repeated
in which at least' 20 people in- Britain's view that the violence
eluding four policemen died, js an internal matter,
nine police -commandos were Sne will flv to New Deihi to-
abducted. • . : , day for talks with Mr Rajiv

Mrs Thatcher was criticised at Gandhi the Indian Prime
the ceremony; by another British Minister, There is little doubt

that she will discuss her briefing
on the guerrilla war in Sri
Lanka with her Indian host in
a' possible effort to bring India
and Sri Lanka closer together
about 'an issue that deeply
divides them.

Irony in Delhi
At the fourth press con-

ference of her Asian tour the
Prime Minister emphasised that
Britain supported the demo-
cratic government of Sri Lanka
in its fight against terrorism.
She would not be drawn on
Britain's reluctance to sell
heavy weapons to Colombo.

guest, Mrs Betty Boothroyd, M P Delhi" will have5 a™
for West Bromwich and a mem- irony since Mr Gandhi's"con-
ber of the Labour-Natioual cern about the fund-raising
ixecubve Committee. and propaganda activities of

She said that " it was a bit of Sikh extremists in Britain is
a cheek" for the Prime Minis- n<rt matched .by any desire.to
ter to claim credit for the d-nr. curt> the fund-raising, propa-
since the Labour party had eanda and training activities of
sanctioned the project before Tamil extremists based in the
the Conservatives came • to Indian city of Madras,
power hi 1979. It is unlikely that Mrs

At a Press conference, the Thatcher will make this point
Prime Minister retorted: Tcan f.lnce> Judging .by recent, hard-
assure you it was our decision. •» Indian statements, she
Every single thing we looked at ^L^L a*vdlllciil-t
afresh when we came into gov Pfrsuadmg the Indu
eminent " tnat more cannot be
ernment, prevent Sikh -activity in

"One was the question of London..- .
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Prime Minister's seven-nation tour

24 die in Tamil rocket
attack as' Thatcher
arrives in Sri Lanka

From Michael Hamlyn, Colombo
Mri Margaret Thatcher flew

into- Colombo last night but
before she arrived, Tamil rebels,
•who are conducting a terrorist
campaign to force the establish-
ment of a separate state in the
north and cast of the island,
-marked the occasion with a
series of vicious attacks in
which 24 people - including
four policemen - died.

The -strife-torn north of Sri
Lanka was subjected to the
worst attacks when a number of
rockets were fired at the
complex of offices housing the
Deputy Inspector General of
Police, Northern Region, in
Jaffna. The attacks began at
9.30 on Wednesday evening
and continued until 2.30 yester-
day morning, by which time,
reports say, the complex was
razed to the ground.

Jaffna pofice station close by
was also damaged, and so were
the town hall and other
buildings in the area. The
rockets were fired from a mile
away.

After the attacks there were
also fears that a number of
senior -officers had been ab-
ducted as their colleagues were
unable to contact them.

Yesterday young men armed
with rifles openly toured Jaffna
advising people to beware of

reprisals by the Sri Lankan
armed forces and to return
home. Most inhabitants com-
plied and by nid-morning the
town had the air of a ghost city.

A government spokesman
said that the 20 civilians who
died were all Tamil terrorists.

The airport at which Mrs
Thatcher landed was also
subjected to an attack when a
bomb exploded in a train at the
airport station. The train was 10
minutes late arriving but had it
been on time it would have
been crowded with around' 500
young women working at the
port's free trade zone!

A beggar woman was killed
and three railway employees
were injured in the incident.

It was supposed that the
extremists planned the attack to
create a sufficient outrage to
cause Mrs Thatcher's visit to be
cancelled at .the last minute, or
at least to embarrass the Sri
Lankan Government.

As it was, Mrs Thatcher was
greeted at the airport by Mr
Gamini Dissanayake, the Min-
ister in charge of the huge dam
on the Mahaweli River which
she is due to inaugurate today.
She was taken to the residence
of the British High Com-
missioner for a briefing on the
situation.

, At the time of its inception
the Victoria Dam represented
the largest single British aid
project anywhere in the world.
British companies have built it
and provided the power station
equipment. All in all it rep-
resents £113 million of British
money donated by the Govern-
ment.

The dam, set in a beautiful
steep-sided jungle-clad moun-
tain valley in the heart of the
central highlands, will provide
both hydro-electric power and
irrigation.
• Mrs Thatcher will meet
President Jayewardene in
Colombo today (Henry Stan-
hope writes).

She will then deliver an
address to the Sri Lanka
Parliament tomorrow before
flying to Delhi for talks and
dinner with the Indian Prime
Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi.

The final call on her Eastern
odyssey will be on King Fahd of
Saudi Arabia, who invited her
to stop at Riyadh during her
return flight to London for
discussions on the world scene
in general and the Middle East
in particular. The Gulf War will
figure prominently

The Prime Minister arrives
back at Heathrow airport later
on Sunday.
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Sri Lanka mine blast
wrecks tourist season

By VILMA WIMALADASA in Colombo

A LAND MINE set off by Tamil separatist terrorists
close to holiday hotels in the seaside resort of

Trincomalee—once a British naval base—has almost
certainly put an end, at
least temporarily, to
tourism in the area.

According to unconfirmed
reports at least two poiice-
men died and some others
were seriously injured as

' their jeep travelled along the
KuohaveUa-Trincomailee road
near the hotels.

Sources from the NUawdi
Beach hotel, one of the largest
botels, said that even now there
are only about 100 tourists
among all the hotels in tbe
area.

They panicked at the new
developments and most of them
wanted to return to Colombo.

This is the east cost tourist
season and until recently
Trinconialee was one of tile
most popular beach resorts.

The Navy, Army and other
security forces who moved into
the areas following the incident,
are directing operations from
the hotels, according to the
source.

This has added to the general
panic among the guests.

Trincomalee ,whieh Coasts «
natural harbour, also has the

, recently-built Deutshwelle radio
station, which cost several mil-
lion Deutchesmarks, some males
along the road from where the
mine went off.

Tamil
blast
shakes
hotels
FRom Roland Edirisinghe
in Colombo

Tamil •guerrillas, fighting to
set up a separate state in
northern Sri Lanka, have trig-
gered a. huge explosion near
the army headquarters com-
plex in Colombo signalling
their ability to strike at will
when and where they choose.

Army headquarters are in
Baladaksha Mawatha, next to
Colombo's five-star hotels —
the Hotel LanKa Oberoi, the
Taj Samudra, the Holiday Inn
and the Galle Face Hotel. The
bomb went off while a party
was going on at the officers'
mess of the Sri Lanka army.
The explosion caused minor
damage but no one was in-
jured. Some of the tourist ho-
tels also suffered vibration
damage with windows
shattered.

Galle Face, the city's marine
drive, is to be the venue for
today's May Day rally orga-
nised by the ruling party —
the United National Party —
at which President
Jayewardine is expected to
preside. There was speculation
in Colombo yesterday that the
bomb may-have been meant to
compel the President to aban-
don the rally on security
groiswls.

He has an enviable reputa-
tion for not scaring too easily,
so today's rally will go ahead.

The authorities said yester-
day that the explosion was
caused by a parcel bomb
which had been left at the
roundabout leading to
Baladaksha Mawatha. There
was no explanation as to how
it could have got there, in an
area of maximum security.

Meanwhile, the State Minis-
try announced that one officer
and five soldiers were killed at
Polkandi in the Jaffna Penin-
sula on Sunday when an army
detail was engaged in a comb-
ing out operation. They were
killed when a land mine ex-
ploded in their path.

Vincent Tulloch adds •from
Kingston, Jamaica : Sri Lanka's
Prime Minister, Mr Ranasinghe
Premadasa yesterday cancelled
a press conference without giv-
ing reasons, but not before
news circulated of a threat on
his life.

Mr Premadasa, here on an
official five-day visit addressed
the opening session of the UN
Commission on Human Settle-
ments (Habitat) under tight
security.
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TAMIL TERROR
FIRE ON

By IAN WARD in Colombo

fPAMIL terrorists opened fire yesterday on
I ~ an American aid project attached to Sii
Lanka's giant Mahaweli irrigation scheme,
Forcing the-entire expatriate construction
team and their dependants to flee to safety.
J There wrere -no casualties among the foreigners
jvho were ^fulGldy withdrawn from the field to the
tonsortium's^giiiarded base camp^ located 10 miles
fouth'east Q| «P«ionnamwa, the famed city of ruined
temples:- ^-;•*-.----.-
» An American Embassy
Spokesman confirmed that
plong .with 49 American
members of the *team, their
$1 dependents and 22 others,
i%iere was a Briton whom he
identified as > Mr David
|Jurnie. ^
\e attack against the
'.aohary-Dillingham section of
he downstream works repre-
lented a major shift in terror-
ist tactics. It was the first time
•A«i^fUrge-0^ bad attacked a motives for suddenly switchingoreign project. their attentions to- the Maha-

1' A t- ' r*t 'Gunships fly in well downstream project.
As no casualties were inflic-

_,„.. _.. Sri ted among the expatriates, the
Lanka's High Command ordered terrorists' intention may have
•several helicopter gunships into been primarily one of unnerv-

Soori after, the attack

the area and launched a ground ing the • workers.
sweep — '
.band.

against the terrorist On the other hand, the mili-
tants might be trying to disrupt

I understand the helicopters government plans for settling
are to be used to protect both 200,000 Sinhalese farmers in

•Camp personnel and machinery the region which the Tamils
from further, possible terrorist regard as an important and in-
action. " ' ' tegral part of their claimed

In an apparently co-ordinated separate state of Eeelam.
ac.tion. another Tamil terrorist Britain provided an outright
unit attacked the nearby All grant of £10° million to con-
road and rail bridge across the struct the upstream Victoria
Mahaweli River at Manampitiya, Dam segment of the Mahawcli
close to Polonnaruwa. scheme. The Dam, near-Kandy,

They straffed a guard post was opened by Mrs Thatcher
and killed four policemen. Four during her visit to Sri Lanka!.
other security troops were re- . .
ported injured. * . „ « . , » » , »

The terrorists actually held MASSACRE CLAIM
the bridge for some time until
security reinforcements fought
back and eventually gained
control.

Hi* own prawn*"§ own graws
Reports from Sri Lanka's

Eastern Province last night
claimed that members of the
government's elite police com-

the mando unit, operating in
8 a m Attack

Zachary-Dillingham
American- consortium handrimr several -seaside villages, forced
the project which is introducing Tamil youths to dig their own
specialist irrigation technique1; graves before they were exe-

. to the north-central dry zone of cuted from 32 up to 62, were

. the island. Historically it was flatly denied by the High
once one of the world's richest Command in Colombo^
rice-growing areas. . :Different sources claimed that

The two-pronged attack the execution squads from the
against the nisdominahtly. Special Task Force had taken
American construction team young Tamil terrorist suspects
took place around 8: am. • ' :Jrom their homes early in the

A kev factor in the decision morning. They were lined up
on their future will inevitably o nthe beaches in front of the
be the American Embassy's shallow, trenches they, had dug
assessment of the terrorists' and, shet de6a>' ,'tf • '''

Tfa Daily Telegraph, Wedaetday, May H, 19SS

Foreigners become a
target in Sri Lanka

By IAN WARD in Colombo

SRI LANKAN leaders feel confident the danger
has now passed of a bloody racial backlash

from the Anuradhapura massacre of 146 Sinhalese
civilians by Tamil
separatist terrorists last
Wednesday.
But terrorist attacks and

hierarchy is calling for direct
negotiations with the terrorist
leaders, who up to now have
been portrayed by Buddhist

road minings in the Tamil- linonks"as Common criminals.
dominated northern and c Blaming increased terrorism
oaetorn eort/irs nf Sri T anka Sn Lankan authorities orderedeastern sectors of Sri Lanka al] fte island,s wiidiife parks off
are keeping security forces 1̂ 5 to tne public last nignt.
under heavy pressure. dedsion

Five policemen of a special the Yala game sanctuary in the
task force died and three were «ourh, the Wilpattu national
seriously injured when a mine park in the north-west, and the
was detonated under their Kumana bird reserve in the
patrol vehicle on the Batticaloa- east, effectively blocks out Sri
Eravur road in -the eastern Lanka's one remaining tourist
province yesterday. attraction.

In the same general area The heightened terrorism of
pursuit was stepped up of the past three months, culmi-
Tamil terrorists who attacked nating in the Anuradfaapura
the Manamnitiva road and rail massacre has had a serious
bridge on Monday. effect on tourism,

Two-pronged attack • • ' '
Also nearby, security force*

continued to hunt the terrorists
who made a two-pronged attack
on Monday on a United States
aid project within the giant
Mahaweli downstream irriga-
tion devekxpment scheme.

No casualties were suffered by
the workers, but according to
Government sources last night
the American Embassy has
ordered all expatriates and
their dependants attached to the
project to return to Colombo
until security improves.

Western military observers
regard the attack against the
United States aid project as an
Important new direction for
Tamil insurgents.

For the first time foreign
nationals became a target, and
It was also the first terrorist-
attack on the vital Mahaweli
scheme consisting of the up-
stream Victoria dam and hydro-
electric power complex and the
downstream irrigation works.

Mr Lalith Athulathnrudali,
Minister for National Security,
emphasised yesterday that the
slaughter of civilians in
Anuradhapura was also a new
dimension of Tamil terror.
" Here they kill innocent

civilians in areas they do not
claim." he said. Military experts
are speculating meanwhile that
there may have been a broad |
reassessment by the terrorists ;
of targets and tactics if not of |
political philosophy as well.

Against. this background Sri
Lanka's influential Buddhist
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Tulf accuses the army of killing 40 youths

Workers flee fron%
US camp as Tamils
raid police station

From David Pallister
ta Colombo

Tamil guerrillas struck deep
Into Sri Lanka's Eastern Prov-
ince yesterday, attacking a
police station close to a US

•agricultural development camp
where 49 Americans and their
families live.

: The US embassy in Colombo
said that the Sri Lankan work-
ers at the site fled from the
shooting, but with the poor
communications, it was not
known whether anyone was
hurt or whether the camp it-
self had been the object of the
'attack.

An embassy spokesman
agreed that the project at
Polonnaruwa was potentially a
target because the irrigation
work was part of the Govern-
ment's strategy to resettle Sin-
halese farmers in areas
claimed by the Tamil
Separatists. " There have been
no incidents yet of foreign na-
tionals being attacked, but we
will have to wait for a clearer

. report before we consider pull-
ing our people out," the
spokesman said.

Two policemen guarding a
bridge at Polonnarwa were
killed yesterday in a Tamil at-
tack. A third was wounded.

The attack on the
MannamDitya police station, 30
miles inland, has demonstrated
again the ability of the Tamil
guerrillas to operate outside
their strongest areas of sup-
port in the northern district of
Jaffna. But repercussions and
retaliations for the massacre of
146 Sinhalese civilians near
the Buddhist shrine in Anura-
dhapura last week, allegedly
by guerrillas, still dominate
events on the island. In partic-

• President Jayewardene
called a meeting

ular, President Junius Jaye-
warden is under increasing
criticism and pressure for the
apparent absence of security
forces in the towns, although
fears of a Sinhalese backlash

appear to have receded.
Nevertheless reports per-

sisted yesterday that a group
of army commandos had
rounded up and killed more
than 40 Tamil youths in the
Eastern Province coast town of
Kalmunai at the weekend.

According to the local orga-
niser for the Tamil United
Liberation Front — the moder-
ate political Tamil party —
the youths were arrested in
three villages and then made
to dig their own graves before
being shot.

The organiser, rep9rting by
telephone to one of his leaders
in Colombo, said he had col-
lected the names of 22 young
men who had disappeared. But
when be and some of their
parents went to the army
camp, the command was un-

able to confirm their
whereabouts.

The Government's chief pro-
vincial administrator for the
area denied that the killings
took place. He claimed that in
a sweep by members of the
police Special Task Force five
Tamil terrorists had been
killed and a further 20 escaped
by boat

Commenting for the first
time on the Anuradhapura
massacre, the minister for
national security, Mr Lalith
Athulathmudali, claimed that
he had intelligence reports to
suggest that the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, one of
the main guerrilla groups, was
responsible. However, all five
Tamil groups under arms have
disclaimed responsibility.

The relative restraint of the
Sinhalese community after the
massacre was praised at the
weekend by one of the coun-
try's three leading Buddhist
monks, Palipane Chantananda,
who made a rare political in-
tervention by calling together
representatives 9f all the polit-
ical parties to discuss the secu-
rity situation.

There was some suggestion
of setting up a security advi-
sory committee headed by
Buddhist leaders, but no for-
mal decision was taken except
to hold a further meeting on
June 4.

President Jayewardene, who
may have given the meeting
his tacit approval, did not send
a representative from his rul-
ing United National party.
And, as if to capture the ini-
tiative, it was announced yes-
terday that he had called for a
meeting of all religious groups
for tomorrow.
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Sri Lankan conflict

Rebel attack cuts Hayden tour
From Michael Hamlyn, Colombo

While charge' and counter-
charge between the Sri Lanka
Government and the Tamils of
the Eastern Province were being
exchanged yesterday over the
deaths of a large number of
young Tamil men, an attack on
a bridge on the main road to the
provincial capital, Batticaloa,
has curtailed the plans of Mr
Bill Hayden the Australian
Foreign Minister, to visit the
area later this week.

At the same time the mutual
kidnapping of Tamils and
Muslims in the area as not been
resolved. Muslims kidnapped
by Tamils have not been
released, and as many as 60
Tamils are still being held by
Muslims.

According to a number of
Tamils who got away, the
kidnapped people are being held
on an island in Batticaloa
lagoon. They have been tied,
and the tendons in their calves
have been slashed to prevent
them from escaping.

The bridge at Manampitya, a
few miles outside Polunnaruwa,
was attacked by extremists
yesterdy, though they were
fought off by the police picket
guarding it. Two policemen
were killed.

Mr Hayden was to visit
Polunnaruwa, the site of ancient
ruins of a former capital of
Lanka, and a famous archaeolo-

gical and tourist resort. He
arrived in Colombo last night
for two days as part of his swing
through the Indian subconti-
nent. He has already visited
India, Pakistan and Nepal.

He will no longer be able to
visit the town, and a substitute
programme is being hurriedly
arranged. Sri Lanka is running
out of places of archaeological
significance for him to visit
which are not in areas threat-
ened by terrorists.

Two members of the citizens'
committee of the eastern town
of Kalmunai spent yesterday in
Batticaloa giving evidence
about the murder of as many as
60 young men from their area
by members of the Special Task
Force, a police commando
trained in counter-insurgency
techniques by former members
of the British SAS.

As reported in The Times last
Saturday the committee .alleged
that 23 young men were
arrested by the commandos in
the village of Natpaddmunai,
were taken away and shot and
buried in shallow graves near
Akaraipattu.

The committee now alleges
that another 19 were arrested in
the village of Tambiluvil, near
Tirrukovil, and buried in the
cemetery there. Other young
men were arrested and killed
elsewhere in the district The

local militants exhumed the
bodies, photographed them and
rcburied them.

According to a local religious
leader, the Special Task Force
became uneasy after this and
exhumed the bodies again. They;
transported them across the
lagoon and burned them away
from the eyes of the inhabitants.

The Government is now
saying that a group of young
militants was surprised at a
camp in Kallar, near Kalmunai,
and scattered. According to a
Government source, five young
men were killed on the spot.
One was captured but commit-
ted suicide by swallowing a
cyanide pellet. Twenty other
guerrillas made their escape

While these disturbances
continue in the east, the
political situation in Colombo
also remains uneasy. Many
people in the south are blaming
the Government of President
Jayewardene for failing to
control the terrorists, thus
allowing the Anuradhapura
massacre to take place.

The discontent was shown in
plans by one of the most senior
figures in the Buddhist church,
the Mahanayake Thero of
Asigiriya, the Ben Palipane
Chandananda, to explore the
possibility of forming an
alternative government of an-
tional unity.

jjrrsg)jftj
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GID BRIDGE KEY
TO STRUGGLE IN
SRI LANKA

By IAN WARD
at Manam-pitiya, North Central Province, Sri -Lanka

JUST as surely as Sri Lanka's Tamil rebellion
will unhappily grind on into the months

and probably years ahead, the bridge at
Manampitiya, pot-holed, pitted and pathetic,
is destined to become of vital psychological
significance to both sides of the struggle.

Already the Tamil terrorists have signalled their
interest in the dilapidated, colonial-British, concrete-
and-iron structure with a probing attack last week
which left two Government security troops dead and
several wounded.

High command planners,
whose level of defensive pre-
pareredness at the bridge
had seemed to characterise a
somewhat cavalier attitude,
were suddenly forced to
think in -terms of its strategic
significance. There followed a
decidedly sobering exercise.

Quite clearly the bridge at
Manatnpitiya holds the key to
the terrorists' land supply routes
between, their strongholds in
the island's northern province
and their target areas for fur-
thering the insurgency within
Tamil townships and villages
that dot the Eastern Province's
coastal belt.

Deny the Government side use
of the bridge at Mnampitiya,
which spans the broad, muddy-
brow waters of the Mahaweli
river. Sri Lanka's largest inland
waterway, and the terrorists win
virtual control of the jungle
and scrub-covered flat hinter-
land approaches to the Eastern
Province's central region.

Sole rail link
Across the bridge at Man am-

pitiya.runs the main East-West
trunk route designated A-ll. to-
gether with the sole rail link
to Barticaloa, largest population
centre on the east coast. So
narrow is the bridge's passage-
way that road traffic must stop
if- 'a tram is using the single-
gauge'track.

Thus , a -relatively simple
terrorist act would throw mili-
tary logistical support and civil-
ian supplies throughout the
Eastern' Province: into chaos. ,

... MAIAMPITIYAS
••'* Bctticaloo-;

Equally important, f>om the
terrorists' point of view, would
be the effect such sabotage
would ,have on the security
forces' capacity to rush rein-
forcements to the comparatively
sparsely populated ftatlands on
eirhenside of: the Mahaweli.

If last week's probing attack
needed something more to jolt
the, thinking of Government
military strategists back in
Colombo, thes did not have long
to wait.
• The days that have followed
have demonstrated an unsually
intense pattern of terrorist field
action throughout this general
north-eastern region to as far
north 'as "Tnncomalee. the
coastal port city which figures
large .in the development
fantasies of Tamils committed
to the creation cf a separatist
state called Eelam.

Certainly nobody can accuse
the 'Colombo high command of
pa'̂ c over-reaction to the
thrust on the bridge at Man-
anrpitiya. -Eight days after the
probing attack the western
approaches are defended by a
handful of .Army troops who
man a road block by day and

retreat to a sandbagged bunker
by night.

On the eastern approaches,
where the main guardpost is
situated there is a slightly
larger Army unit, which has
taken the unusual defensive

: measure of leaning huge slabs
of plate steel against the sides
of the guardhouse, thereby
effectively c o v e r i n g the
windows from incoming fire.

How they will fire out of the
guardhouse to repel an attack
is difficult to imagine, and.
there appear to be no other
forms of defensive position
associated with the bridge.

If the Government is slow to
; react, the people in the area
are not Many Tamil families
have shut up their houses and
shops and fled, f e a r i n g
reprisals.

At Polonnaruwa, the fabled
city of ruins, a few miles back
along Route A-ll, the situation
is the same.

At the Polonnaruwa guest
house, where they built a
special wing on a rock levee
jutting into the lake especially
to accommodate the Queen and
Prince Philip on their 1954
tour, the manager awkwardly
admits that tourist business has
dropped to a trickle since
Tamil and Moslem communities
on the coast began arson raids
on one another's villages some
weeks ago.

Political sandwich
Tamils allege .that the

Government purposely incited
the Moslems to -violence to
demonstrate a level of local
antipathy towards the idea of
Eelam, and at the same time
to punish the Tamils for their
continuing anti - Government
ac t ions : • The Government
describes such' accusations as
nonsense. . • •

The Moslems, for their part,
s'eem 'baffled' and unquestion-
ably unnerved by their position
as the latest filling in the east-
coast political sandwich.

Tie the east coast's racial
p r o b l e m s , its plummeting
security situation and its con-
comitant economic depression
to the increased Tamil terrorist
activity in the island's north-
east and the result is indeed
potentially disastrous.
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