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NORTH & BAST

NEWS AND VIEWS IN MASS MEDIA

This 1s an attempt to provide an account
of the current situation in our homeland.
We have collected these news and views
from a variety of newspapers and
magazines. We hope that this will help
our . readers to get most of  the
information ‘necessary to understand the
conditions &prevailing 1in our country.
Almost all of them are just mere copies
of their orginals. We have provided onmnly
an opportunity for an eas¥ access to
them. Therefore, by no means, they give
our own opinion. Instead, they will only
help the reader to look at the different
aspects of the current situation.

Vhile our people are suffering, we hear
lots of nice-sounding pronouncements made
by the governments of Sri lanka and
India, which suggest that they have
sympathy for our cause. But do we know
their actual desire? This is the time to
be more vigilant so that no one cheats us
the victory we desefve. Qur <courage,
determination and sacriflices of the past
should not be allowed to amount o
nothing. The blood of our people should
not have been shed in vain.

Finally it will be of no use if we Just
know the truth, without showing an
interest to relieve the suffering of our
people. Therefore, we will be satisfied
if  this could help you, as & supplement,
to clarify different lssues and to think
the feasible ways to go forward in the
process of our struggle to -achieve self-
determination, freedom and peace.

Ve welcome your suggestions and
constructive criticisms.

BACK COVER: The sources utilised to
prepare this lssue.

SIS CaHrFl LauewIF &iegHel

L




www.tamilarangam.net

@OLTTE receives message from Indian leader

Rajiv wants to
meet Prabakaran

Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi

has indicated that he is willing to meet

LTTE leader Velupillai Prabhakaran for
discussion aimed at resolving the current

conflict.

" A message to this effect has been conveyed
to the LTTE office in Madras on behalf of Mr.
Gandhi informed Tamil Nadu sources toid “The
Isiand™ yesterday,

.According to these sources New Dethi is
keen -on %y-ing the LTTE leader to India in a
special Indian plane for talks with Mr. Rajiv
sandhi and the Tamil Nadu Congress Commit-
tee Chairman, Mr. G. Karuppiah Moopanar. If
the talks prove successful a mass rally is sche-
duled to be held at the Marina beach in Madras
where both Rajiv Gandhi and Velupillai Prabha-
karan are to appear together on the platform.
The Tamil Nadu Congress Chief Mr. Moopanar
is expected to be associated. Elections to the
Tamil Nadu assembly is also likely to be
announced on that day, the sources said.

Political observers feel 'that Mr. Gandhi's
flexibility is a direct result of the forthcoming
elections in Tamil Nadu. The Indian role in Sn
Lanka is expected to be the primary issue in the
election campaign. The Congress which is ruling

at the centre has been criticised severely in Tamil .

by D. B. S. Jeyaraj

Nadu over developments in the North and East
of Sri Lanka.

Recent developments suggest that the pre-
dicted alliance between the Congress and the
Jayalalitha {action of the ADMK is a non-starter
because of differences over the allocation of
seats, The Congress insists on two-thirds of.the
state assembly nomination which Jayalalitha is
not prepared to concede., Her faction is willing to
give twa-thirds of the Tamil Nadu parliamentary
seats to the Congress but not in the State.

Rajiv Gandhi however is very keen on
capturing power in the Tamil Nadu state. The
transfer of Mr. Karuppiah Moopanar from all
Indian politics as the party general secretary to
state politics as' Tamil Nadu Congress Chief is

‘seen as a move to win Tamil Nadu. The question’

of winning elections in Tamil Nodu is of vital
importance to Rajiv Gandhi both in terms of
political expediency and prestige. )

In that context political observers sy that
the only possible chance for the Congress to
counter the growing popularity of Karunanidhi
and the DMK is to effect a settlement with the
LTTE. Rajiv appearing with Prabhakaran on the
same platform and announcing a Congress —

LTTE "undesstanding will take the wind out of

the opposition party campaign it is [elt. The
Congress is not ruling a single southern state ‘at
present and is determined to rc-capture Tamil
Nadu which it lost in 1967. ’

The LTTE leader in Madras. S. Krishnaku-
mar alias Kittu whiie confirming that reconcilia-
tory moves are on has toid a Tamil Nadu journai
that the Tigers are waltching the situation closely.
We know that New Dethi's change of heart is due
to the Tamil Nadu elections and we are prodked-
ing slowly, he said. .

" The reconciliatory moves suffered a setback
last week when former Tiger deputy-leader of
Jaffria Johnny was “accidentally™ shot dead by
the Indian .army in Vavuniya. Johnny and
~Raheem. .wese—flown in an- Indian plane from
Madras to convey the message to Prabhakaran.
Johnny ventured out on a motorcycle ta muke
contact with Prabhakaran and was killed by the
Indian forces who were appurently ignorunt of
Johnnys “Emissary™ status. The Tigers have
issued a statement in Madras condemning Indian
inelficiency as the cause of Johany's deuth,

Despile the setback, sources said that New
Delhi is still keen on talks and that a high-ranking
Indian intelligence official is in constant com-
munication with the Madras LTTE branch.

The LTTE's representatines at the 1985
Thimpu talks Luwrence ulias Thilagar and Siva-
kumar alias Anton arc also in Madras now.

Ti.3.27

.

T'wo LTTE men attempt suicide

Centre not after

LTTE chief’s life,
says Moopanar

MADRAS, March 19.

The Tamil Nadu Congress(l) Committee President,
Mr. G. K, Moopanar, said here today that it was not
the Intention of the Central Government to “kill" the
LTTE leader, Mr. V, Prabakaran, or to take over Sri
Lanka tself. If that were the case, there would not
have been the need to send a large peace-keeping
force. A small force with orders to selze would have
been enough. .

The Centre only wanted to help the Tamiis of the
Island and get as many concessions as possibla from
the President, Mr. J. R, Jayewardene, he added.

Mr. Moopaner, who was spesking at a two-day
workshopfor Congress( pro WndistsheldatSathya-
murthl Bhaven, sald the 8 President, Mr. M.
Karunanlidhi, and certain aothers sought to distort the
Govarnment's palicies and create an Impression that
Indla was out to destroy the Sri Lankan Tamlls. This
was becauss, they did not have any other Issue be-
fore them, he sald. TH.3.20

TWO LTTE TERRORISTS swallowed
cyanide capsules alter being arrested for
throwing hand grenades at the Indian
Peace-Keeping Force (IPKF) at Kokkuvil
in Jaffna Peninsula during search oper-
ations last week, a spokesman of the Indian
High Commission said in Colombo.

While ane of the militants died, the other
was rushed to hospital in a critical condi-
tion, the spokesman said.

One more militant was killed in an
encounter with the IPKF in northern Kili-
nochchi District on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, reports from Pankulam in
northern Mullitivu District said that the
LTTE terrorists killed Amaldasan, a 16-
year old Tamil, for being a *“traitor”. His

body was found with gun shot injuries tied
to a tree, the spokesman said.

The national news agency, Lanka
Puvath, said that Amaldasan had earlier
been taken for questioning by the IPKF
and then reieased.

In Jaffna, an LTTE political wing leader
named Shiri was arrested on Wednesday
last week while 45 other suspects were detai-
ned in Trincomalee for interrogation by the
IPKF.

The IPKF also recovered a large cache

‘of arms and ammunition including three

rounds of ammunition of various kinds,
bombs and mortars during a cordon and
search operation in Batticaloa.

1W.3.18

23 terrorists
arrested

‘Indian * troops
arrested 23 LTTE ter-
rorists during cordon
and search operations
in the Balticaloa district
yeslefday ST.3.20

Rumunun, Kala and
Chuti discribed as three
prominent LTTE fi--
gures in Ampara und
eight other “Tigers” of

‘Tigers’arrested by IPKF

Kalawanchikudy in But-
ticioa . District were
arrested by. IPKF on
Thursday., Police
‘sources said yesterday.

T1.3.20
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LTTE strikes back in Jaffna

By Our Jaffna Correspondent.

A warning has gone out from the LTTE to the
Tamil public in Jaffna against having any unwar-
ranted relations with the IPKF.

This is the first time after the IPKF's October
operation that.the LTTE, under its own emblem,
has issued printed notices addressed to the Tamil
public.

Headlined “WARNING” the notice carries the
following instructions and a threat of the extreme
punishment of death;

“The Indian Army, trying to blind the Tamil
public from seeing the Army’s despicable acts of
rape, torture and so on is also indulging in humbugs,
such as Indian Soldiers managing Tamil women.”

In this state of affairs, some traitors of our race
among us, urged by motives of personal profit, are
not only betraying the Tamil race, but are also

operating as the paid agents of the Indian Forces of -

Conquest. _

“We would like to have it known, that prompt
action ending in death sentence will be taken against
those among us engaging especially in the following
activities, namely :-

a) Persons furnishing information to, acting as
paid agents of, or having needless relations or
connections with the Indian Army of Conquest.

b) Persons needlessly establishing family - rela-
tionships or any other relationships with the Indian
Army of Conquest or members of the families of
such persons.

¢) Persons, who making themselves out as leaders
of the people, collaborate with the Indian Army of
Conquest.

“The thirst of the Tamil Tigers to recover the
Tamil homelands.”

LTTE terrorists hlast
lorry: 19 killed

By Panduka

Nineteen Sinhalese

Senanayake

ity spokesman, the vil-

villagers including six
women and two children
were killed and 18 others
wounded when LTTE
terrorists blasted the
lorry in which they were
travelling at Sittaru,
Trincomalee yesterday
afternoon.

According to a secur-

3 Muslim

fishermen
shot dead

Terrorists shot dead
at least three Muslim
fishermen off the coast
of Muttur in
Trincomalee early
yesterday and critically
wounded a fourth in
attacks on  several
fishing craft. g7.3.27

lagers from Trincomalee
were returning from a
market in Kantalai when

“"the incident occurred at

about 2.30 p.m. Fifteen
of the wounded persons
rushed ta the Anuradha-
pura hospital were re-
ported to be in serious
condition. 50.3.13

In the meantime, with the successful five day
hartal over, the Jaffna bazaar has once again
assumed its normal activities. Schools too reopened

"after the short break.

However, the government offices including the
Jaffna Kachcheri remain closed and inactive.’

After a lapse of several months, the development
lottery tickets have flooded the streets of Jaffna.

Continuously attuned for some years past by losses of
various kinds on all fronts, the people of the peninsula
too are probably trying to find solace in treasures by
scratching the face of these shining lotlery cards.

§T.3.27

Woes of Eelanadu

The ink was hardly dry on our issue of last
Sunday, where we condemned the destruction of
the Jalfna newspaper “Murasoli” by the IPKF,
when the news was received of the destruction of
the best known of Jaffna’s regional newspapers,
the “Eelanadu™.

Those responsible this' time were the armed
terrorists of the LTTE. They had obviously gone
about the work of laying explosives and blasting a
well-established and popular voice of the people of
Jaflna as systematically as the IPKF was in the
destruction of the Murasoli. Once again with our
belief in the necessity to defend the Freedom of the
I’ress we would protest most emphatically at this
action.

If the LTTE is continuing its armed conlronta-
tion with the IPKF hoping to impress anyone that
they remain the sole deler sers of the Tamil people,
the destruction of the Eeianadu will only prove
that they are certainly no better than those whom
they claim to fight.

Ou the other hand the destruction of these
newspapers in the North, and the continuing
threuls to newspapers in other areas, poinls to a
more serious crisis. That of the refusal to allow the
public o come to decisions based on the free
interplay ‘ol opinion.

The defence of Freedom of the Press is in its
essence the defence of the Freedom of Thought
and Expression, these remain fréedoms which
should be protected at all costs from the maraud-
ing elements of peace keeping forces, as well as,

gun toting terrorists of whatever hue and stripe.
ST.3.6

Boats,
arms

seized

Indian naval officials
seized three boatsand i
large number of
firearms from huts in
the Vadelai coasjer of
Rameswuaram, accord-
ing to a Press despatch.

The report in the In-
dian daily *Hindu’ states
that the naval officials
seized three fibre glass
motor boats, guns,
rackets, books on mod-
ern warfare and training
and communications
equipment from two
huts on Thursday.

The Port of Rames-
waram has been one of
the favourite poiits of
the LTTE for their sur-
reptitious arms and per-
sonnel ferrying opera-
tions [rom Tamil Nadu
to Northern Sri Lanka
— LANKAPUVATH

Tl.3.20

‘Tigers'
burn
buses

Twa passenger trans-
port buses were burat
by Tigers in Jaffna
yesterday, reports
reaching Colombo said.
" The reports, however-.
did not indicate
whether they were
state-owned or private

buses.
According to reports

the buses were hurnt
because the operators
defied orders by the Ti-
gers not to ply in sup-
port of a hartal in force
in Jaffna now (J.I1.)
T1.3.20

Two Army Officers shot dead and vehicle burnt

Two Sri Lankan Army Officers were shot dead and
their vehicle burnt by terrorists believed to be from the
LTTE at Adampan in Mannar yesterday.

According to security sources, the two officers, 2nd
Lt. V. A. T. Senaratne of 6th Artillery Regiment and
2nd Lt. M. M. Amarakoon of the 5th Artillery Regi-
ment had just driven out of the army detachment at
Adampan when their vehicle was ambushed about 400
yards from the camp.

The two officers who left camp at about 11.30 am
were driving towards Minikulam -when they were kil-
led. Soldiers from the camp who were sent out on a
patrol to investigate the source of some gunfire and a
long column of smoke rising skywards had found the
bodies of the officers beside their still burning vehicle.

A search of the nearby area has revealed signs that
some persons had lain in ambush for a long period.
Sources said that the LTTE is suspected of responsi-
bility. S0.3.13
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Thoughts of Kittu

Sathasivam Krishnakumar alias Venkat alias
Kittu is very much in the Tamil Nadu news again.
The Ex-Commander of Jaffna district does not hold
any official designation in the LTTE hierarchy now.

Kittu who lost part of a leg in a mysterious bomb
explosion went to Madras with the view of proceed-
ing to Britain for artificial limb restoration pur-
poses. The outbreak of hostilities between India and
the Tigers saw Kittu playing a mediator role
between the warring factions. He was placed under
house arrest by the Indian authorities. Yet from his

residence at a house in the outskirts of Thiruvan-
miyoor “Kittu™ managed time and again to speak to
enterprising members of the Tamil Nadu press. His
latest interview published in a magazine belonging
to the Anunda Vikatan group of publications is
extremely interesting.

According to Kittu the Tigers do not want the
Indian forces to leave Sri Lanka. The LTTE would
not make a demand like that.

“We realise that India has to station its troops
in Sri Lanka for its geo-political securily reasons.
We will not allow the north-eastern part of Sri
Lanka to be mortgaged to any force that is hostile to
India’s interests,” says Kittu. Excerpts {rom bhis
interview are as follows.

" We did not want this fight. We consider India
as a friendly force. The Indian leadership does not
seem to realise this.

The Indian forces need not leave our mother- .

land. Let them be there. But if Indian forces are
stationed in residential areas in the midst. of
densely-populated areas how will peace evolve?
How can people move freely? How can there he
tranquility under military occupation? That is why
" we are requesting the Indian troops to move back to
the pre-October 10th position and close down new
camps opened in residential areas after October 10.

Q: If the Indian Government says first hand
over your weapouns thereafter the Indian troops will
return to pre-October 10 positions will you surren-
der your weapons then?

Kittu: Certainly. If India announces this public-
ly we are prepared to accept the terms. But India
does not seem inclined to negotiate with us. The
Indian Government considers the whole issue of
negotiating with us as a matter of prestige. Kittu
goes on to say: There aré many tales regarding the
conduct of the Indian troops. Not all the soldiers are
bad. They have been of service to Tamil women on
severual occasions.

Before holding elections in the North and East
Sinhala colonization schemes in the East have to be
stopped.

There is the question of how persons already
settled there could be evicted. My response-to that
is a counter question. If Indian Tamils living in the
up-country for 150-200 years could be stripped of
their citizenship and reputriated to India why cannot
the State-sponsored Sinhala settlers in the Tamil
homelands be’ evicted?

India’s position is that-its lorces will leave Sri
Lanka once the Sri Lankan Tamil problems are
resolved. The Sri Lankan Government's position is
that the Indian troops will return once the LTTE is

crushed. Both positions are not accurate. We know

definitely that India has firmly resolved to stay in Sri
Lanka for’several years. India is deliberately foster-
ing many prickly issues to ensure and necessitate its
long stay. Our movement cannot be destroyed by
anyone?

The conditions in the North and East have
prevented the public from knowing the LTTE
view-point on the current situation for several
months now. Since Kittu's is the [irst interview
emanating from an LTTE high-ranker in recent
times the above excerpts may be of interest.

Tr.3.20

Terrorists
protest in
Ampara

Around one hundred
policemen travelling
from Kalmunai to
Ampara f(rom the
Samanthurai police sta-
tion were shot at by
armed terrorists staging
a hartal at the Malwatte
junction near Ampara *
on Saturday. The Indi-
an Peace Keeping Force
which was present at
the scene did not inter-

vene.
Since they could not

proceed beyond the
point where the hartal
was being staged the
police returned to Kal-
munai. They did not
fire back at the demon-
strating terrorists. %=

The hartal was held
in protest of the killing
of three members of the
LTTE at Malwatte
junction by police on
Thursdav, ST.3.6

AIDS test
for refugees

Refugees returning to
the island via Talaiman-
nar Pier are to be tested
for AIDS  sT.3.27

ALL THOSE WHO HAVE DIED ARE TRAITORS WHO DESERVED TO DIE

Our motherland cannot be rescued
from slavery .except by overthrowing
the illegitimate, reactionary fascist
dictatorship of the India-dominated
puppet Jayewardene clique and of
various traitors in disguise who are
supporting him.

The people recognise these as the

traitors in service of reaction today:
The Vijaya Kumaranatunga clique
which split the SLFP at the behest
of Jayewardene and then embraced
Tamil Eelamist terrorist murderers;
the Communist Party, the Lanka
Sama Samaja Party and the Nava
Sama Samaja Party leaders who sup-
ported the betrayal of our mother-
land; the Independent Students’
Union which is the associate of Tamil
Eelamist murderers; various soclal
servica, human rights, women's art-
ists groups and associations which

are the instruments of the Catholic
Church. These are the reactionaries
and traitors who supported the so-
called peace agreements, who be-
trayed the country, who supported
the Indian aggression. .

These traitors have now organised

themselves to assist the Hitlerite

Jayewardene clique against patriotic
forces. They have brought to Colom-
bo and are conspiring with Uma
Maheswaran, an Indian stooge and
a Tamil murderer. They have trained
some persons in Batticaloa in one
of his camps; armed by him and with
‘the blessings of the Jayewardene
clique, they are now set to attack
the patriotic forces. .. ..

James Athugala, who was punish-
ed recently, was one of these trained
persons. Nandana Marasinghe was
one of their organisers and a police

‘informer. The activists of the Vijaya
Kumaranatunga clique, of the Com-
munist Party, of the Janata
Sangamaya located at Devasaranaya
which is now part of the reactionary
Catholic Church, opponents of so--
called chauvinism, are the other part-
les to this.

Patriots

Do not be deceived by these trai-
Jtors.....we have correctly recogni-
sed the enemy. We shall punish them
as they deserve. In the struggle for
the liberty of our motherland and our
people, no traitor can be forgiven.

-Patriots, Unite :

Sweep away all traitors and their
supporters.

THE NATIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR
PUNISHING TRAITORS
1988-01-18.
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gosters query
Dixit’s entry

My last week’s letter ended on a note of wonder-
ment whether Jalfna, a part of Sri Lanka yet
continues to be such a part or whether it was a part
of India - Its 26th state.

Now there is a development of sorts from two
angles.

One - The Jaffna Town Commandant’s Office is
contemplating the incorporation in its Indian
embiem reflected on motor vehicle passes. some-
thing essentially to do with the Jaffna peninsula -
namely the palmyrah. For this purpose. they have
selected various photographs of the Jaffna palm
(not the Indian palmyrah) and are trying to select
the most suitable one, from the local photo-
graphers.

Alongside this is the other development, on the
part of the LTTE. With a view to foiling the IPKF's
pass systems, the LTTE had already started counter
activities.

The LTTE has imposed a ban on fuel supply by
all petrol filling stations in the peninsula. The
enmployees of the Petroleum Corporation office in
Jaffna have been debarred by the LTTE from
attending office.

The net result of all these steps is a shortage once
again of fuel in Jaffna.

It may be recalled that there were no claimants

for the Eelanadu Newspaper office bomb-blast in

my Jast weeks’s letter. But, now we see posters in
Tamil and in English on every road notably at
junctions close to IPKF Posts, that the LTTE has
claimed responsibility.

According to these posters, the main charges
against Eelanadu are that it collaborated closely
with the RAW - the intelligence agency of India -
and published news and views tending to hush up
the atrocities of the IPKF. '

The posters further add, that the Eelanadu has
been banned by the LTTE from the 29th of
February, 1988 — that's the day it was blasted.

The next development in the political arena is the
important discussion the LTTE spokesman Mr.
C.V.K. Sivagnanam (Municipal Commissioner -
Jaffna) had with the new General Officer Comman-
ding of the IPKF in Palaly Major General Sardesh
Bande. :

The detailed talks went on for two hours at the
Town Commandant’s office. At the conclusion of
the pow wow, Mr. Sivagnanam handed over a letter
to Major General Bande for his consideration. Mr.
Sivagnanam has stressed here, that the Indian
Govt., had best conduct the talks with the LTTE,
and that they should be held in Madras, and not in
any part of Sri Lanka.
~ Mr. Sivagnanam pointed out that talks should be
held without any pre-conditions whatsoever.

Though no categorical reaction has been
observed, the sudden departure of the erstwhile
Town Commandant of the IPKF Brigadier Khalon's

flight to New Delhi last Monday, could have been

connected with this stipulatiion.
This is the speculation in this peninsula.

The notable feature in Jaffna these days are the
multi-coloured anti-Dixit’s posters 1o be seen every-
where.

No cut in defence

By J. S. Tissainayagam'

There is no reduction of the defence component
in the budget though the Indian Peace Keeping
Force is in charge of the operations against the
Tamil guerillas in the North and East of Sri Lanka, a
finance ministry source told the Sunday Times.

He said the reason for this was because strong and
well equipped armed forces were needed to take

- over security operations in the North and East once

the Indian Peace Keeping Force was withdrawn.
Coupled to this was of course the problem of
containing the JVP menace in the South, he said.
The source said that though there had been cuts
in the allocation for defence in the last budget the
defence costs was inevitably as high as the preceding
years. This was because of the increasing intake of
personnel-and equipment and the cost of maintain-
ing the armed forces which includes feeding and
paying salaries to the soldiers. Only the operational
costs of the Sri Lankan forces had been reduced by
the _presence of the IPKF. :
l’fg said the presence of the IPKF was beneficial
to Sd Lanka since much of the cost, both in terms of
men and money, in eliminating terrorism was
passed on to India. The entire cost, including fuel,
was borne by the Indian Government. The only cost
in the area of operations in the North and East to
the Sri Lankan Government was the transport of
officers for consultations and so on, he said.

Reports from India last” week said the cost 0 .

India of maintaining the IPKF in Sri Lanka was Rs
225 million a day or Rs 8 billion, equivalent to Sri
Lanka’s total budget. ST.3.6

- University

Explosives
at Ruhuna
Varsity

The palice recovered
subversive literature,
chemicals, ammunition
and weapons when they
searched .the Ruhuna
premises
yesterday.

Police said they
moved in after the Uni-
versity was clpsed and
made out of bounds to
the students.

The police also found
nitroglycerine and sul-
phuric acid used in the
manufacture of bombs
in the Student’s Action
Committee room.

A senior police offi-
cial told ‘The Syaday
Times' that they “also
recovered a large num-

ber ‘of threatening let-

ters addressed to va-
rious people and a hit
list allegedly prepared

_ by the J.V.P ST-3.20

helicopters Counter insurgg
Transport ¢ 1 squagxg

DH Heron, 3 Ce

1 Helicopters : 1 sqji

1 armed in 2 §
Training : Incl.
Reserves : Air

(L3

8T.3.13

“Who is this Dixit to condemn the talks in Sr
Lanka between Sri Lankan Ministers and the
LTTE?" asked these posters.

“We conduct talks in our sovereign soil with our
govt.Who is this Dixit to grumble about this?" they
say.

These anti Dixit posters now become companion
posters so to say, beside the IPKF's posters appeai-
ing to the general public to extend their cooperation
to eliminate (errorism.

There are two important junctions in the Jaffna
Town, where Mahatma Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi and
Nathuram Godse are referred to. '

‘Gose killed Gandhiji; Not Gandhism - But Rajiv
kills Gandhism’, is the slogan, written in out size red
letters at Palaly Road - Ariyakulam Junction, and

the Stanley Road - K.K.S. Road Junction.
ST.3.13

Security for
Left leaders

The government has
provided security to some
Left leaders who have
rececived threats recently,
apparently from the out-
lawed JVP.

The JVP's threats have
not been restricted to
prominent figures from
the traditional left par-
lies.

. Among those who
have been threatened

‘belong  to  strongly
Sinhala-socialist parties.
S0.3.6
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INDIAN PEACE KEEPING FORGE
qrdtn snfA TRE "R
MOTOR CAR PASS

Dixit’s attitude
shocks
Jafina

By a special correspondent in Jaflna

The mood in Jaffna, al a low ebb these past weeks,
seems to have been replaced now with quickening activ-
ity of a different kind.

The new mood started with Indian High Commis-
sioner J.N. Dixit’s shock and surprise at reports of talks
between the Sri Lanka govt. and the dominant militant
group, the Tigers.

Dixit’s reaction has shocked the people of Jaffna.

Possibly as a sequel to this, top officials of the IPKF
iniliated ‘indoor’ discussions with some local bodies in
Jaflna.

Last Monday, there was a discussion of sorts between
the Citizens Committees and ‘Mother’s Front on one
side, and the Town Commandant of the IPKF, Brigadier

.Khalon on the other. The topics of the talks were cer-
tainly hush hush. But one thing known is that thay have
paved the way for further talks.

It is undertood that a Senior Sri Lankan Government
Servant from the North, who is a close associate and
spokesman of the LTTE too had some discussions with
the same officials, separately. :

Mr. Dixit had mentioned that the LTTE accepted in
their latest talks with Sri Lanka Gowt. officials that they
will give up the East, and form an interim administration
in the North alone, for three to five years. ’

However, this has been denied in Jaflna.

Mr. C.V.K. Sivagnanam Municipal Commissioner,
Jaffna, who was the LTTE nominee for the Chief Ad-
ministrator post to the Interim Administrative Council
last September, has issued a statement to the local daily
‘Uthayan’ to this effect!

“The LTTE has rejected the Interim Council for the
north and east on the grounds that ils representalion
from the cast therein was inadequate. It is hard to believe
that LTTE has now gone ahead and dropped the East
entirely from.its hands. [ can't believe that that is what
Dixit said”.

" Another notable incident in Jaffna during the past
week was the blasting of 'EELANADU’ pewspaper
office.

This too happened on Monday. A few persons had
marched into the quarter century old EELANADU
premises, ordered the employees to leave, laid bombs
and blasted it, in broad daylight.

150 fishermen lost
at sea every year

By Sarasi Wijeratne

At least 150 fishermen
are lost at sea every year.

Ministry of Fisheries
sources said that 3040 fi-
shermen are on an aver-
age lost at sea every three

. months. The numbers lost’

have shown a marked in-
crease since last year.
The “majority of fi-
shermen who are lost are
from the South ‘of Sri
Lanka.- Unlike fishermen
in other parts of the is-
land, fishermen: in this

area tend to stay outatsea

for longer time, generally
for two days or more.

Meanwhile Miaister of
Fisheries Festus Perera
said air-sea rescue systems
are to come into effect
soon to save fishermen in
distress.

Under this system,
boats are to be filted with
transmitters which will
emil’ signals when the
boats run into trouble and
which will be picked up

' by the patrol aircraft and

boats on duty. g1 3.,

Although no one has officially claimed responsibility
All India Radio, BBC, and some other Foreign.News,
Agencies have announced that this was the work of the
LTTE. The editorial of the EELANADU, of the day it
was bombed said that the LTTE relying on talks with
the Sri Lankan Gowt, is akin to an attempt to ford a river
on a horse made of sand. It went on to suggest that we
should rather trust India more. The talk in this peninsula
is that it is this particular editorial was the main cause for
the bomb blast.

It should be mentioned here that the announcement
of Provincial Council Elections has had very little -
impact on the people of Jalina. .

The very da¥ of the announcement of the nomina-
tions, the peaple here knew that there would be a
postponement of the nominations at the last moment,
As predicted, the posiponement announcement did
come on the night of March 1. '

IF' more proof was needed that such an election would
never take place in Jaflna, we have it. There is no
election office, no voters registers and no Elegtion Chief
as things are today. Mr. Tharmabalan, the Assistant
Commissioner of Elections for the Jaffna District is
missing from Jaflna for serveral weeks now,

Aftertwo jawans of the IPKF were shot in their hands
in the Central Bus Stand, Jaffna, the checking and
screening of the ordinary public at road juctions has
been on the ‘increase . Youngsters and middle aged
men, innocent passers by being stopped by the IPKF
and made to sit on the ground for hours till the masked
man arrives is a daily sight on the Jaffna roads.

This has seriously affected school attendance tuition
classes and people going about their legitimate day to
day activities. .

The road pass for the use of vehicles is issued not by
the RMYV officials, or Kachcheri officials or by the local
police, but by the Town Commandant of the IPKF.

As for motor bikes the pass is issued for only C-50,
and scooters, C-70, C-90, 125-C.C. and 200 C.C..

‘| motor bikes have to be locked up at home.

The pass had nothing to identify it with Sri Lanka. All
that one finds on i, is the Indian National Emblem
(Three Lions). The languages used are English and
Hindi only. The official languages of Sri Lanka Sinhala
and Tamil have no place at all in the road passes.

All these goings on lead one to wonder whether
"Jaffna, 8 part of Sri Lanka, has gradually come to
acquire the status of being the twenty-sixth state of
Republic of India. ’ ST.3.¢

Seven
IPKF men
killed

(by Shamindra .Ferdi-
nando)

. Tamil terrorists on
Wednesday exploded a
pressure mine Kkilling’

- seven Indian soldiers

and injuring four others’
on a routine patrol at
Kadiraweli, on the
Batticaloa-Trincomalee
border.

The rest of the patrol
too had come under
small arms fire after the
mine explosion and the
Indian soldiers were re-
ported to have retali-
ated with heavy guns at-_
a hilly position used §¢"
the terrorists to mount
the attack, security
sources said.

later the IPKF in a
search operation ques-
tioned several Tamuls in
connection with the
mine explosion, they
said.

In a search operation
conducted at Chawama-
du, 12 miles off Vavu-
niya IPKF arrested 12
males on Friday, but
the citizens committee
sources alleged that the

arrests were indiscri-

minate and unwanted.

At Nedunkerni, 27
miles off Vavuniya two
Tamil civilians both
aged over 50 years were

. allegedly assaulted by

the Indian soldiers after
an Indian patrol came
under terrorist firc in
the area, last week. Six-
teen Tamils were also
taken in by the Indian
soldiers after this
attack.

. The Vavuniya
Citizens Committee
alleged that although
the Indian army prom-
ised to deploy Sri Lank-

.an policemen at

Puliyankulam, in Vavu-

* niya. Mullathivu road

after they complained
about indiscriminate
arrests by the Indians,
the deployment was not

done.
T1.3.6
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Time and Indian pride are not on our side

l By Qadri Ismail '

he Indian government has now transformed
Tamil Eelam into a vast military camp in which
100,000 Indian soldiers are carrying out a policy
of murder, rape and pillage on an unprecedented scale.
Press censorship has been impiemented. All meetings
have been banned. A curfew has been imposed. With
such undemocratic measures the Indian government
hopes to crush the Tamil liberation struggle. Under the
cloak of so cailed peace enforcement India is advancing
its own reactionary political ends and the attempted
destruction of the entire Tamil nation in Sri Lanka.
Those are the opening words of the latest press re-

lease, dated Tuesday, of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil"

Eelam. Its tone is notably different from what the Tigers
have been saying previously. Where there once was an
atternpt at conciliation, there is now anger; where there
once seemed to be an opening for a compromise, there
now appears to be a hardening of stance. Where, [roma
political analysist's point of view, there was a straw to
clutch on to, now the confusion is only more com-
pounded.
‘ No hue and cry

Take the contents of the message Velupillai Prabhak-
aran sent the 44th session of the U.N. Commission on
Human Rights in February. It raised no hue and cry
about Human rights abuses in the Tamil areas either by
the IPKF or the Sri Lankan forces; it said nothing about
the inadequacies of the accord. Rather, they conveyed
their acceptance of Geneva Conventions governing
treatment of civilians and prisoners during war and then
said, “We repeat our pledge to the Goverament of India
that we will co-operate with it to implement the Indo-S-
ri Lankan accord to protect the honour, interests and
safety of the Tamil people.” :

This was a significant concession from the LTTE. All
the more so because, at the end, it called upon the
UNCHR to “assist us and the Government of India to
alleviate the profound suffering of the Tamil people.”
Coming in the wake of failed private attempts to
mediate between the Tigers and the Government of Sri
Lanka, this was a clear signal to India that the guerillas
wese prepared to throw in thier lot with New Delhi.
Indian officials in Colombo, however, dismissed this
move out of hand. They said it contained nothing new.
. Less than two weceks later, Mr Prabhakaran wrote

"again to Rajiv Gandhi. “I officially inform you,” he said,

*“Of our readiness for unconditional talks to resolve all
the matters...” In the letter to the U.N., he had indicated
what the issues were: handing over of arms and “fulfil-
ment of the basic aspirations of the Tamil people”. The
Indian position over the surrender of weapons has
changed {rom an insistence that all be given over before
negotiations to one that says the Tigers must make a
“firm” commitment” to do so. Mr Prabhakaran’s letter

~to the U.N. could be interpreted as such.

The Indian dilemma can be understood. They signed
an agreement with the LTTE once which was not ho-
noured. And the Tiger argument for not keeping their
word - that their real nominee for head of the interim
council was not appointed - does not hold much water.
Granted that the confusion over this was a result of the
Tigers’ sheer inexperience in the ways of diplomacy

- which their supporters say the Indians made use of; still,

the LTTE must realise that they cannot have everything
they want. While they continue to call the north and east
“Tamil Eelam’ in their propaganda, that was a concept.
that was buried in a hotel in the Himalayas way back in
1985.

-

b2 o

Since Thimpu, all Tamil militant organizations were
talking in private about a federal solution. None of them
was happy with the accord, but, apart from the power-
hungry Tigers, the rest accepted it since they knew there
was no alternative. Given a tremendous amount of
control over the Tamil areas in the September 28th
agreement, the Tigers said they would play ball too.
Then came the unnecessary move to bring Kumarappa,
Pulendran and company to Colombo.

Water under the bridge

All that is water under the bridge. Since October
10th, the number of Indian troops bere has, according to
Indian analysts, multiplied by ten. (The Russians have
barely got a few more men in Afghanistas whom they
want to remove as soon as possible.) A receat visitor to
Jaffna spoke of the place literally crawling with Indians.
Thesituation in Batticaloa is getting similar. Also, over
the last two weeks, reinforcements have been sent to
Vavuniya and along the road up north to Elephant Pass.
Despite all this, the kachcheris are not functioning in
any of the towns in the Tamil areas, including Jaffna.
“The.Tigers don’t move around that town armied, but
are still otherwise extant: not only do they occasionally
kill 2 “collaborator” or bomb a printing press unfavou-

rable to it; when an issug arises which they want publici-

ty given to, posters go up through the night in a town
where IPKF sentries and jeeps patrol all the main roads!
In Vavuniya, journalists are able with astounding ease to
make contact with the Tigers just a few kilometers from
the town.

Add to this a few more disturbing facts. In Batticaloa,
Tiger local level leaders are released within two weeks
of them being arrested. While Jotyindra Nath Dixit
raves against the Mothers’ Front fast, the son and two
daughters of Anamma David complain to the IPKF that
their mother is being forced to continue with her protest
" which is not heeded. Until, in an unexpected develop-
ment, Mrs David is forced to end it. Add to all this the
IPKF allowing PLOT, TELO and the ENDLF to con-
tinue its harrassment of Tamil civiliansin the Vavuniya -

Prabhakaran with the Indians: the agreement was not honoured

IPKF
~makes big
haul of arms

COLOMBO, March 26
(Lankapuvath) - The In-
dian Peace Keeping
Force (IPKF) in search
operations conducted in
the Jaffna sector yester-
day made a detection of
arms, ammunition and
explosives, official sour-
ces told Lankapuvath.

They said that at San-
dilipai in Jaffna the
IPKF recovered 100 ki-
logramns of shotgun pel-
lets, 500 grams of explo-
sives and a sufficient
quantity of wax to ma-
nufacture twenty, high
velocity claymore mines.

Mecanwhile the -Sri
Lankan Security Forces
in cordon and scarch
operations  conducted
yesterday, apprehended
10 subversives at Polon-
naruwa, one at Kurune-
gal and another at Min-
neriya, official sources
told Lankapuvath.

50.3.27
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I counted 17 skeletons...

The'stench of burning
flesh- was nauseating at
the scene of tragic vio-
lence on Friday, where
17 people were shot,
chopped and burnt on a
lonely stretch on the
Horawapathana road,

46 miles from Anur-

adhapura. °

The withering of the
leaves in the shrub
jungle on the side of
the road is ample testi-
mony to the intensity of
the heat generated
when the private bus,
bearing number 22 Sri
2128, was set on fire

“and 17.people burnt to
cinders. The incident
occurred around 3.30
p.m. on Friday.

Only skeletons ~and
charred bodies remain,
some still sitting in the
seats occupied by them
while en route to Trin-
comalee. Who is re-
sponsible for the crime,
has yet to be discovered
and Police and Armed
Forces are now trying to
Erobe the events of that

lack Friday.

Well fried vegetables
litter the bottom part of
the bus, the mangled
steelbeing ‘all~that Te-
mains of what was once’
known as the “KKR
bus™.

* Two more passengers

died in hospital while
seven injured persons
are lying at the Anur-
adhapura hospital.

K. Sathyaseelaraiah,
48, whose blind son is
part owner of the bus
one of those in hospital.
The mob who set upon
the bus chopped off his
right finger. “1 was
asleep when the bus was
stopped,” he said.
“There were a number
of ' people with black-
ened faces with shot

guns and swords. I

knew there was going to
be trouble and crept
under the seat. After
the firing, [ pretended
to be dead. But they
chopped off my finger
when they boarded the
bus and I had to stifle
my, cries. I must have
passed out. Then the

.March §

bus was set on fire. I felt
that | should get out.
Luckily by then, the
-mob-had left and-1 was
able to drag myself to
the jungles and hide
there™.

* Sathyaseelarajah
works in the Ports Au-
thority in Trincomalee.
Twenty  year old
Thayapalam was also in
the ill ~ fated bus.
Though a Tamil, he said,
he was a Sinhalese.but
in the excitement he
spoke in Tamil. The mob
then shot him on the left
hip and knee,

The other survivors
are three Sinhalese, two
Muslims and a police-
man who were not kil-
led when they identified
themselves. :

Many believe it
was a retaliatory killing
by some Sinhalese for
the brutal killing of the
villagers of Morawewa-
and the land-mine
which killed 25 at Sit-
taru on the Kantalai
Kalaruwa road on

ST.3.13

The burnt bus was still smouldering yesterday. F orAl.nore ‘exclusive pictﬁ;'es see pa‘ge' .

PSP

¥ iy

" Only the skeletons remain of the 17 passengers who never completed their journey.
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130,000 Indian troops here soon

The overall total of In-
dian troops in Sri Lanka
will shortly exceed
130,000 an  Indian
weekly news magazine
has reported. '

Another two divi-
sions, possibly the 18th
and 22nd are in the pro-
‘cess of being sent, to
reinforce an estimated
100,000 Indian soldiers
already deployed in Sri

Lanka, Ravi Rikhye
says in the latest edition
of “WEEK".

Rikhye reports in his
cover story that “the
reasons for this enor-
mous deployment are
beyond the ken of this
discussion. More to the
point should be ques-
tions of why the Minis-
try (External Affairs)

has not realised, after
four decades of inde-
pendence that it is only
a servant of a democra-
tic state, not a master of
a colony, and why the
Ministry "is  being
allowed to get away
with its lies”.

Another correspon-
dent V.S. Jayachandran
observing that the au-
thorities insist that the
number of troops is less
than half the numbers
reported,  comments
that “they seem to be
applying the currency
exchange rate in this
numbers game”. - )

“Onue Indian rupee is
equal to a little more
than two Sri Lankan
rupees. When New De-
lhi says there is one

Indian soldier in St
Lanka, there could
actuaily be more than
two"” he adds.

He also reports that
Defence Minister K. C.
Pant has already stated
that there is no question
of withdrawing the Indi-
an Peace Keeping Force
from Sri Lanka in the
near [uture. “Signifi-
cantly, Pant did not say
that the IPKF would be
in Sri Lanka till Presi-
dent Jayewardene
asked for its return. He
said the IPKF would
remain there till peace
returned. Peace is yet to
peep in" he pointed
out.

The report ' categor-
ically states that “there
are at least one lakh

Indian uniformed per-
sonnel in Sri Lanka.
The figure is inclusive
of naval, air force,
CRDF, * Indo-Tibetan
border police, and
National Security
Guard assisting  the

_IPKF™.

Rikhye explains that
“the troop (Eploymcnt
at the end of the fourth
induction was estimated
depending on how
many support troops
were: assigned for the
planned force of 17 bn-
gades and four division-
al HQs.

The Ministry
has been explaining that
the total is around

“It is an insult to the
public to pretend that a
17 brigade force can be
maintained with 50,000
troops and the Ministry
is guilty of an outright
lie which it has repeated
with unimaginative reg-
ularity”™.

The wriler estimates
that the force itself
should total 114,000
men, but since itisnot a
wartime situation, the
realistic total may be
91,000.

To this he adds
a further 10,000 men
from the CRPF, ITBP.
Railwa;y  Protec¥bn
Force, National Secur-
ity Guard, air detach-

50,000. How do we ex- mepts, navy, coast
plain the discrepancy?” guard and marines
afloat. ST.3.13

THE ONLY ROAD TO PEACE

There is no peace loday either in
the North or the South. The Jayewar-
denes and the Amirthalingams. must
bear the responsibility for this situ-
stion. The people in lhe North are,
in addition, subject to the military
terror of a foreign army. Alter signing
the secret pact with Gandhlt, the Jaye-
wardene-Digsanayake fascist clique
is acllng to repress the people’'s op-
position by inurderous assauits on
patriots. .. .The violence of the pa-
triots is only a reaclion to the State-
sponsored fescist violence of- the
Jayewardene-Dissanayake clique.

The monopoly in violence that the
Jayewsrdene regime enjoyed is now
st an end. Being frighlened, they are
now escalating violence sgainst the
people. This will bring them to their
Inevitable end. All those who talk
about pesce must understand one
thing: peace can be obtained only
by chesing away the illegilimate, trea-
sonous, fascist clique of Jayewar-
dene-Dissanayake-Thondaman.

* In order lo bring pesce to Sri
Lenka, the traitor Jayewardene, an
avatar of Hitller, must be removed
from power

* In order to bring peace lo Sri
Lanka, the stooges of Jayewardens
— Digsanayake, Ranil Wickrema-
singhe, Ananda Tissa de Alwis and
oll other trattors — must be thrown

" out.

* The Indian aggressor forces

must be sent out of Srl Lanka.

* The Secret Jeyewardene-Gan-
dhi Pact must be totally rejected.

* The Provincial Councils legisia-
tion, which is a betrayal of the rights
of the majority of the people and
which actuelly increases Inequality,
must be repesied.

* The anti-democratic legislation
must be repealed.

* Eelamist terrorism must be de
feated.

* The Stale terrorism of the Jaye-
wardena clique must be ended.

* All foreign intervention in the
alfairs of Sri Lanke, including that
of India, must be ended.

* The territorial integrity of Sri
Lanka, the sovereignty of its people
and full democracy must be reaffirm-
ed and restored.

We do not want today a provincial
council election. What the country
requires 1s a general election and
a presidential election. Therefore, slf
opposition parties must boycolt the
provincial council elections, and agl
tate end struggle for general elec-
tions. In order lo achieve the objecti-
ves mentioned, the opposition forces
must ask the people for a two-thirds
majority power in Parllament. We are

confident that a united opposition can -

win this power. All patriots, all true
opponent parlies, ali groups must
realise this.

Central Committee of the
JANATA VIMUKTI
PERAMUNA
November 18, 1987 '

Tamils want to
live in peace

Why is there no peace in north and east today?

We believed the Indian Peace Keeping Force had
come here to safeguard the interests of the Tamils.

But to our surprise the Indian staoce is against the
interests of the Tamil speaking people.

Both Sri Lankan and Indian governments have their
own interests which do not necessarily correspond to the
interest and well-being of the Tamils.

Mr. R. Dileepan (of the political wing of the LTTE)
who sensed the great danger, resolved to see an end to
this, He started a death fast in the premises of the historic
Nallur Temple to back up five minimum demands put
forward by the LTTE.

No one seemed to care what he was striving for. He
died for the rights of the Tamil people. Our hearts were

- full of grief, but not a stone was placed to mark the spot,

no lines were inscribed to tell his story. Only his glorious
actions keep his memory fresh.

‘The liberation struggle of the Tamils in Sri-Lanka
began when they were forced to take-up asms because
no one paid heed to their demands. The Tamil people
have not forgotten the dedication and sacrifices of these
youths and are always grateful to them. -

The traumatic experiences of the Tamil people con-

- not be casily forgotten. They can be expiated only by

definite and meaningful steps to allow them to live in
and without [ear.

Past injustices need to be forgiven and forgotten in
order to lay a foundation leading to peace in the future.
Udless these attitudes of deep-rooted prejudice and
resentment can be overcome, a lasting solution to the
ethnic conflict will not be forthcoming.

How many politicians and leaders today recognise
this reality in the Sri Lankan ethoic crigis?

“Pursue peace with all mea and be at peace among
yourselves™ g7 3. 3

Miss T. Indu
Jaflna
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Jaffna: how normal is normal?

There -is much talk,
nowadays, about nor-

malcy in the Northern

Province.  Newspapers
and magazipes, both for-
cign and local, try to
show that the North is
returning to normal
Journalists come to the
north, take two or three
photographs. at  the
crowded bazaar or at the
co-operalive stores, in-
terview people at the
higher levels of society
and go back to tell the
world that Jaffna is re-
turning to normal. But
theré is no normal life in
the northern province.

How is it possible? How
can one say that there is
pormal life when the

on? Can anyone say that
fighting is going on
somewhere though nor-
malcy has returned else-
where?

The Government ra-
dio and other instru-
ments of the mass media
daily give pews about
incidents in North and
East. The same sources
announce that normalcy
is returning to the north.

The way that the
IPKF started on the 10th
October last year is stiil
on. They are occupying

" bouses and government

offices.

Camps and sentries
are found in every nook
and corner of the north.
Jeeps, trucks and other

along highways, and
lanes. Searches, surprise
checks and night patrols
continue. Sudden cur-
fews are clamped while
the arrests of youths con-
tinue. Houses are force-
opened. Inmates, men,
women and children are
terrified. Fences are
burnt. Barbed wire fen-
ces are cut. All this on
the pretext of searching
for terrorists.

Any outsider visiting
Jaffna  should travel
along K.K.S. Road, from
Kokuvil to Kankesantu-
rai and Point Pedro and

‘along Palaly Road and

then to Chavakachcheri
to view the war-ravaged
houses, buildings, tem-
ples and the poor man’s

Houses damaged by
shelling are a terrible
sight. They are not re-
paired yet. They are not
in ‘reparable condition.
Many of the damaged
houses are used as sentry
points by the IPKF.
Bunkers are made of the
concrete blocks from the
damaged houses.

Hindu temples were
shelled. Their Kopu-
rams-beautiful art works-
are now a pathetic sight.
One wonders: are these
army people actually
from a land that is
famous for ancient Hin-
du temples?

How can there be
pormalcy, when even a
place of worship is de-

IPKF’s operation is still —army vehicles  speed

huts. nied the common man?

Soldiers, soldiers everywhere...

-

By Rita Sebastian

Time was when we travelled the North and East at
will, come morning or midnight, our only fear being of
wild elephants. We came upon them occasionally in the
jungles off Habarana, and once on the Medawachchiya
Maghar road on our way to the famed jungle shrine in
Madhu.

As children we were petrified. As adults we watched
fascinated, giving the elepbants the right of way as they
took an unhurried walk across the road.

- ‘Those roads became the most familiar things in our
lives. Every town we passed through, every landmark
easily recognisable, easily remembered, during child-
hood and adolescence, and then as grownups we jour-
neyed to see ‘family’ in the north from the valleys of the
central highlands where my father went to practise his
profession, and where we were born, all four of us.
Later, when my father decided it was time tocall it a day
where his profession was concerned, and retire to the
land he loved, “to watch things grow” he built a home
for himself and my mother in a village in the north. It
‘was hom to us, too, when time permitted.

That home is now in “terrorist” territory. Training
camps and militant hideouts have invaded that once
tranquil landscape. Fortunately, my parents moved out
‘before they could become captive to forces they were far
removed from.

In the late seventies our travels to the north became
less frequent, and in the early eighties we hardly went at
all.

Today it is a very different landscape you encounter.
Driving from Habarana on the Trincomalee road re-
cently, we suddenly saw brown-clad figures in the dis-
tance. They seemed to merge with the landscape. As we
drove close they turned out to be Sri Lankan soldiers in
jungle fatigues manning the roadway.

Almost within sight of each other, at regular intervals,
Sri Lankan soldiers and police, in twos and threes,
armed with guns are now a familiar sight. :

Mentally you begin to accept them as part of the new
scenario, with every mile you drive becoming a hazard-
ous exercise. Although landmines are targetted for ser-
vice personnel and vehicles, what you cannot forget is
that civilians, too, bave become victims of the continu-

iing violence. Driving past army camps, stopping at

check-points, negotiating your way through road
blocks, and seeing sentries atop buildings and soldiers on
foot patrol, you begin to wonder whether you have
accidentally strayed into a battle zone. SR
. But there is no feeling of security here because “ene-
my activity” is no respector of persons or places.
‘Yousit all tense up, gripping your seat wondering
whether there is danger lurking in the next bend in the
road, or feeling thankful that the manager of the hotel
where you put up for the night took time making up the
bill, for otherwise you would have been only seconds
away as we were, f[rom the army vehicle hit by a
landmine.

Never before have [ looke down the barrel of so many
guns. Never before have I been hassled by a bunch of
young men who identified themselves as PLOT and
TELO cadres. They surrounded the car a colleague and
I were travellig in, at the petrol station in Vavuaiya, and
warned us that we ran the risk of being kidnapped by the
“Tigers® if we travelled north to Jaffna.

Having known what it was to be held up by men
brandishing guns, on a lonely stretch of road near Man-
kulam at midnight, not many months ago, I chose not to
tun the same risk and retuned to the comparative safety
of colombo.

Coward, did you say?. Not really, but then ] am no

s, ’
adventurous ‘war correspondent. ST.3.20

Tea boutiques, cycle
repair shops and other
small business centres of
the poor man were burnt

- to ashes. No one has

heiped them to rebuild,
so far.

Some rehabilitation
centres -are functioning
there. People are seen
crowded at these places,
holding affidavits in their
hands, expecting some
relief. But no one seems
to have received any
compensation so far.

What about the go-
vernment’s promises?

The former Finance
Minister announced that
many millions of dollars
of foreign aid would B¢
used to rehabilitate the-.
north and east. This tune
is still going on. More
aid is coming for this
purpose, according to the
mass media.

But not a single pro-
ject has been started in
the north except for the
filling of the holes in the
main roads in the heart
of Jaflna town. Damage
to the Chavakachcheri
Drieberg Coliege was
repaired by the IPKF.
But there are many other
schools that lie unre-
paired where classes are
conducted uader no roof.

Where is the normal-
cy?

Why don’t they start
work at least on essential
services - hospitals, tem-
ples, market buildings
and roads, if they have
the foreign aid in hand?

We have a fine herit-
age of promises and
cheatings - forty years of
such experience.

Everyone knows why
the Tamil youths turned
to violence. Non-violent,
democratic,  methods
adopted by Tamil politi-
cians since 1947, to win
our rights were in vain.

The [PKF is still fight-
ing the terrorists in the
North and East. So how
can there be normal life
in the midst of this war
situation?

By hiding the facts no
one can find peace.

ST.3.13
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Bullet proof vests

for Govt

Government  politi-
cians will soon be issued
with bullet proof vests
as a security measure,
Around thirty of these
vests have already been
cleared from a Customs
bonded warehouse by
the State Trading
General  Corporation
Customs sources said.

The issue of vests be-
came necessary follow-

Kalutara

politicos

ing the JVP threats on
government politicians
and officials of the rul-

ing party.
' When contacted
however, the STGC

sources said that they
had indented about two
thousand " bullet proof
vests for the use in the
North, but that these
vests were of no use
since they were “un-
comfortable to wear”
ST.3.27

will live

on half a bridge

(By Javed Mansoor)

Construction worki “ont

he new Kalutara bridge has

been stopped following the refusal of the World Bank to
make any [urther monetary allocations to proceed with

this undertaking .

Informed sources told “The Sunday Times” that the

-World Bank had expressed dissatisfaction with claims
by the foreign construction company, Skanska, for
[urther financial allocations. Skanska was given the
cohtract for the construction of this bridge. '

Having accepted the contract on the estimate it had

submitled the company had then made subsequent:
claims for a further Rs. 60 million for the construction of -

Voice of America foothold in
| Lanka

LANKAN FOREIGN MINISTER A C S
Hameed has said there will be no change
in the original number or in the capacity

_of the transmitters to be installed in the

Voice Of America (VOA) broadcasting sta-
tion on the island, which “will be solely
used for public broadcasting”’.

Hameed was answering an adjournment
notice by the Chief Whip of the main
opposition Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP), Lakshman Jayakody, in parlia-
ment last week asking whether the power
of the VOA transmitters was going to be
reduced.

He stressed that the VOA station would
be used only for public broadcasting and
not for any military or intelligence purposes
and any added equipment would be mon-

itored continuously to ensure that the
agreement was not violated.

The present agreement provides for the
setting up of two transmitters — one of
250 kilowatts strength and the other of 500
kilowatts, Hamid said, adding the VOA
will pay $80,000 annually for lease of 1800
acres at Anamaduwa in the Puttalam
District, 80'kms north of Colombo.

The annexure to the Indo-Lanka Peace
Accord stipulates that *‘Sri Lanka’s agree-
ments with foreign broadcasting organis-
ations will be reviewed to ensure that any
facilities set up by them on the island are
used solely as public broadcasting facilities
and not for any military intelligence
purposes.”’ IW.3.18

Sri Lanka — biggest

beneficiary of

Israeli training

Sri Lanka has been the biggest benefici-
ary in Asia of Israeli training programmes last

year.

According to official Israeli statistics 64
Sri Lankans had been trained in different
courses conducted in Israel in 1987 followed
by 54 Philippinos, 48 Thais and 14 Nepalese.
Percentagewise Sri Lankans had obtained
27.57 percent of the training courses offered

to Asians.

Crowds
attack

two trains

by Jehan Haniff
Two- trains were
slightly damaged and a
few passengers injured
when unknown persons
attacked these trains
with stones and sticks at
Ihala: Watawala and

Watawala yesterday.

the south carriageway, which needed new pylons.

With half the bridge ‘in place, Skanska then de-
-manded a further Rs. 124 million to complete the
bridge. World Bank officials at this point refused to

oblige with any further allocations.

ST.3.27

Impersonators
carry off home

guards'weapons

by Jehan Hanpilf

Subversives ®in *uhis

forms posing off “as
senior army officers last
svening carried away
the arms of the five
home’ guards guarding
the Karandeniya MP's
residence at Uragaha.
Galle.

“*Let us see your
weapons,” the men had
told the home guards
‘who ‘quite, dutifully
obliged.

The impersonators
had threafter walked off
Jwith:thesweapons'which

consisted- of thiree shot.

guns and two repeater
shot’ guns. '

It took some time for
the home guards to
realise. what had hap-
pened. T1.3.27

Vijaya’s death:

" three arrests

- Three persons have
been arrested in Nuge-.
goda in connection with
the murder of Sri Lanka-
Mahajana Party leader,

" Vijaya Kumarana-
tunge, police sources
said. ST.3.20

Nationals from a total of 15 Asian coun-
tries had benefitted from Israeli training
programmes during the year including seven
from iIndia and five from Japan,

On a world-wide basis Mexico was placed
first with 70 nationals trained in Israel fol-
lowed by Ghana 66 and Sri Lanka 64.

‘ TI.3.20

Informed sources
said that Hatton police
had taken into custody
six persons for ques.
tioning in this connec
tion. TI.3.6

Sinhala Homeguards of Dehiwatte: Their targets so far have. been"tlle storks that
stand in their paddy fields. “But we are ready to fight for our village," they say.
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New council for rehabilitation
of Sri Lankan repatriates

MADRAS, March 5.

The National Council of Rehabilitation for
Sri Lankan Repatriates was formed here today
to improve the living conditions of those repatri-
ated to India under the Lal Bahadur Sastri-
Sirimavo Bandaranaike pact of 1964.

Briefing presspersons about the formation
of the National Council, the former Union Minis-
ter, Mr. C. Subramaniam, said the members
of the council feit that there should not be
any fresh attempts at repatriating the Indian
Tamils from Sri Lanka to India tiil the living
conditions of those already repatriated were
improved. Many of the repatriates in india had
very poor housing facilities and attempts should
be made to provide them with decent accom-
modation. They should also be given employ-
ment and the first priority should be to find
obs for them in the existing plantations in
amil Nadu, Kerala and Karnataka. Uninhabited
islands with a potential for development in An-
daman and Nicobar and Lakshadweep archipel-
agos should be identified and repatriates could
be settled there with help from the Government

of India, the National Council felt.

Mr. Subramaniam said voluntary agencies
should be used as far as possible in the rehabili-
tation process. The Nationai Council would
identify such voluntary agencies and recom-
mend them to the Government of India for
using them in rehabilitating the repatriates.

The Council was constituted with Mrs.
Sarojini Varadappan as the Chairperson.

An executive committee was also formed
and its members included Swami Agnivesh,
Mr. C. Subramaniam. the former Supreme Court

judge, Mr. V. R. Krishna lyer and the Chairman.

of the Madras Institute of Development Studies,
Dr. Maicolm Adiseshiah. The National Council
has 33 members at present and more persons
would be coopted.

In the discussions leading to the formation
of the Council, Dr. Adiseshiah stressed that
voluntary agencies should play an important

role in rehabilitating the repatriates. The Coun- -

cil's main work should be to administer the
rehabilitation programmes itself and it should
receive finance from the Government of India

JVP terrorists
rounded up

A HARDCORE ACTIVIST of the
outlawed Janatha Vimukti Peremuna
(JVP) was gunned down in a police encoun-
ter early on Thursday last week in Daran-
gala village of Sri Lanka’s southern Matara
District, Lanka Puvath said quoting the
deputy inspector general of police (southern
range).

Some 323 JVP extremists and hundreds
of its members have been arrested by the
police throughout the island during the past
few months, the report said.

The arrested extremists included seven
central committee members of the party.

Hunger

Continued from Page-6

Paranthan stretch and only one question remains. Do
the Indians know what they are doing?

In theory, yes. They know there can be oo restoration
of the democratic process in the Tamil areas without the
Tigers (an ironic thing, that) and Mr Dixit has made
almost overt statements to that effect. In practice, they
are following a policy - assuming, that is, that the various
instruments that apply the policy are acting in co-ordi-
nation — that is not only confusing everybody; it is
contradictory. The EPRLF complain that they, who
have become virtual lackeys of India, are not enjoying
the fruits even of servitude. PLOT, interestingly enough,

_ complain that the Tigers are not being brought into the
mhainstréam - without which PLOT is sensible enough to
realise it cannot do politics. And the Tigers complain
that their pleas are not being heard.

*When the latter happens, the LTTE react in charac-
teristic fashion - with barbarity. There is no other word

to describe their latest series of attacks on Sinhala civili-
ans in the Trincomalee area. But then, the analyst also
has the responsibility to understand the frustration that
leads to these attacks (which the latest Tiger statement,
of course, vehemently denies). The LTTE has shown
time and again - and will show again and again - that
resettlement of Sinhalese chased away from the east
cannot take place before the Tigers are given-a political
role.

Characteristic fashion

So the question must be posed: is it only Indian pride
that is standing in the way of a new deal? In relation to
Punjab, Mr Gandhi only recently released five extremist
Sikh priests, in the hope that this would lead to talks and
a settlement with Sikh militants. Then, in characteristic
fashion, he postponed the urgent necessity for such an
agreement by allowing New Delhi’s rule over Pumgab to
be prolonged by a couple of years. This kind of measly
carrot and big stick attitude in Delhi towards a pressing
domestic wrangle does not inspire hope in Colombo of a
solution to another country’s disasters, however in-
volved Dethi may be here.

Last week’s talks in Deihi were not centred on the

restoration of the political process. Rather, the problem
has narrowed details of how to contain the Tigers.
When the Tigers attacked Sinhala civilians before July
29th, the instant Indian reply to any query was “political
solution™, Where is such thinking now?

_ Talk to any Tamil from the north and east and he or
she will tell you that the only priority for them is a
restoration of normalcy - they almost couldn’t care less
about provincial elections. Talk to any Western diplo-
mat and he or she will tell you that the vast sums of
money that were specially voted by their governments
for rehabilitation would be given to other needy coun-
tries if things were not speeded up. Talk to anybody on a
Colombo street and all you will get is varying amouants
of despair.

All this is not intended as an apology for the Tigers.
Let alone undemocratic, they have been bestial in their

*approach. But we must also have the courage to ask
.ourselves the question as to what earthly alternative we

have to the anarchy they are even now encouraging. We
have to lead the Tigers in again - and put all the pressure
we can on Delhi to do so. India may be a timeless
culture. Time , however, is not on our side. )

Expatriate academic
explains

The expatriate
academic from the
U.S.A. who was in-
volved in preliminary
tripartite talks between
the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment, Indian Govern-
ment and the LTTE,

has issued a clarification
regarding the story
“Talks begin with
LTTE” which was ex-

clusively carried in °

“The Island” of 28-2-88.

The academic con-
cerned says that he does
not hold any formal
office in the LTTE
hierarchy and therefore
cannot be described a

leader.
¢ Also -he says

that the objective of his
endeavours was to be of
assistance to the Mad-
ras branch of the LTTE
which has been dele-
gated full authority for
neggtiations. T1.3.13

 strike®
The Democratic Peo-
ples Liberation Front’
(DPLF) by which name
the PLOT led by Uma

-Maheswaran is now

known, stayed a hunger
strike in Vavuniya town
on Friday to seek the
release of the Sinhala,
Muslim. and Tamil de-
tainees at Boosa. A
memorandum .- Wwas
handed over to the
Government Agent ab-
out this’ demand.
Many persons includ-
ing school children were
taken by luxury coaches
to participate in the
fast. Meanwhile Indian
Air Force helicoplers
were hovering around
the Mullaitive,  Kili-
nochchi, ° Vavuniya
area, where LTTE lead-
er Prabhakaran is now
believed to be hiding,
informed sources said.

S§T.3.20

STF may move
to Ampara

The Special Task For-
ce may move out of
Batticaloa into Ampara,
according to official
sources. .

At present about a
1, 000 strong force of
this police para military
unit is deployed in the
Batticaloa District in 10

camps $0.3.27
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Sir

HUNGER - STRIKE OF_PoriTicks PRISONERS DEMANDING
RELEASE (nDER INDDO- SAILANKA PEACE AccoRD
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Tamil prisoners
to begin fast

Tdmil prisoners detained under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act will start a fast unto death in the New.
Maghzine Prison from the 17th of this month to
achieve their demand for the release of all prisoners
as provided for in the Indo-Lanka peace accord.

In a statement signed by S. Thangavadivel. P. K.
Sabanathan, M. Kalimuthu and A. R. Gunasingam,
they say they took this decision on the 12th day of
their hunger strike which they have undertaken on

.arotation basis. The strike was launched on the 26th

of February.

A They add that they have already sent a memoran--

dum stating their request to President Jayewardene

and the Prime Minister of India, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. -

Since no action had been taken in furtherance of
their request, they were, they state, compelled to go
ahead with plans for a fast-unto-death which they
hope will bring some relief to their fellow prisoners.
. Commissioner of Prisons H. P. Dharmadasa,
contacted by the Sunday Times, said “We have
forwarded all their requests. But these are natters
of government policy over which the prison author-
ities have no control.”

Asked what steps the prison authorities would
take about the fast-unto-death in the prison premis-
es, he said.“Wewill cross the bridge when we come
to it.”

“These are not new things. ‘There have .been

H ”»
_hunger strikes before. ST.3.13

@ Trincomalee

The events in the Eastern Province, particulur-
ly in Trincomalee. are perturbing. The heteroge-
neous population of the district where all three
commuiiities are of near-equal proportions, the
strategic importance of the Trincomalee air buse
and. harbour, the political importance of Trinco-
malee district contiguous to the Northern Province
and the town which is tipped in some circles to be
the capital of the North-Eastern Province are all
factors that have contributed to the violent mix
prevailing theye.

In recent times many people are puzzied over
the seeming helplessness of the Indian Peuce-
Keeping Farce in the wake of a series of civilian
massacres allegedly by the LTTE. Some even allege
that there is a tacit understanding between the
Indians and-the Tigers,

The importance 8 Trincomalee vis-a-vis India
has heen expresséd by K. M. Panikkar's thesis
which argues that the British of all western nations
were able to scize India because they had coutrol of
Trincomalee. In earlier times there was the saying
of the famous Frenchman — “He who holds

‘Frincomalee holds the whole of the Indian Ocean.™

Recently there appeared in the Indian press a
point of view that reiterated Trincomalee's import-
ance to India. M. J. Akbar, the editor of the
Calcutta “newspaper “Telegraph” is a journalist
considered close to Rajiv Gandhi and is also tipped
to be appointed to the Rajya Sabha. In an article
entitled “Why we are in Sri Lanka"™ which appeare
-in the “Sunday” magazine Akbar adduces a number
of reasons rationalising. and defending the Indian
_role in Sri Lanka. The most important reason
according to Akbar is ‘Trincomulee. Here are
relevant extracts. “What is it that has made us all so
very conveniently forget that the last invaders of

Lanka forces active again in Trinco

$ri' Lankan. security
forces willshortly move
into positions ‘in .the
Trincomalee town, as
part of 4 major effort to
ease ftensions In this
strategic eastern  dis-
trict,

The move, a direct
outcome of talks.in New

Delhi between a-gov-
ernment delegation led
by Minister Gamini
Dissanayake and Indian

ministers and officials, -
will enable police per-.

sonnel - to resume
routine operations.

“It is also expected to
infuse confidence in-the

town's vastly - réduced
Sinhala’- - population,
thereby creating the en-
Vvironment for the reset-
tlement and rehabilita-
“on of refugees.
Towards the same
end, Sri_ Lankan secur-
ity ‘forces based in

“Sinhala areas™ in the

The importance of sell-relianee: Trincomalee’s Government Agent .M. Ariyieatne
and Coordinating Officer Brigadier Denzil Kobbekaduwa address a “samagl" (unity)

comuuitiee in Dehiwalle,

India, the British, came not from the Khyber Pass
but from Madras via Trincomalee. In a very real
sense. British expansion would not have ~been
possible without the control of Trincomalee for this
became the sale base from which operations could
be launched or where the smpire’s forces could fall
back in times of pressure. If for instance the British
were ever pushed back into the sea from Madras or
Calcutta, then there was always Trincomalec to fall
back on. v

But lets bring the problem to a more specific,
more detailed level. How can Trincomalee be used
“against India at this moment if it goes under hostile
influence? Sri Lanka, do remember. has been used
against Indian interests and during a war when
Colombo became the stopover point for Pakistani
troops all through 1971. Let us assume that Presi-
dent Jayewardene had invited the Pakistani Army
to help him fight the Tamils and the Pakistanis had
control of the Lanka coast line. How long do you
think would it have taken for- small boats to start
ferrying arms into India to help insurrectionist
groups continue their wars against the Indian State?

There are enough minority groups in the
country, small but dedicated and fascist and seces-
sionist, who would be only too delighted to obtain
helo from a power.inimical to India.

We did it well ecnough when we were arming the
Liberution Tigers. Why should not someone else arm
a Tiger which wants tv maul India? Have we pol
some divine protection?

In the light of Akbur's comments defining the
relationship of, Trincomalee with the Sinhalesc,
~Tamils as well ‘as the Indians. will help greatly ine
understanding disturbing developments in that dis-

- Trincomalee

trict.

ST.3.20

peripheries will also be
given more freedom to
de-escalate violence by
the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam.

The Sri Lankan
Army, confined (o. bar-
racks since the signing
of the Indo Lanka
accord on July 29 last
year. were allowed to
protect the Sinhala vil-
lages from attack, but -
prohibited from engag-
ing in. offensive opera-
tions.

Following the talks in
New ' Delhi however,

- the Lankan troops are

expected to be permit-
ted to take whatever
steps  needed 1o
apprehend  militants
who indulge in acts of’
violence.

The New Delhi talks
hitve also kesilted in the
Sn Lankan and Indian
ground commanders in
) - being
‘piven the chance to ex-
ertise théir initiatives o
tackle the outbreak of
violence with more flex-
dbility than before.

ST.3.20
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History repeats itself in the North

The recurrent phenomenon of history repeat-
ing itself is by its own merits interesting. When
.history repeats itself in a manner where protagonist
forces imitate each other that development becomes
more interesting.

The events of the past few weeks left one with a .

sense of convoluted deja vu. In the aftermath of the
1983 July violence Tamil undergraduates com-
menced a death fast. Their objective was that all
Tamil faculties in other parts of the country should
be transferred to the Jaffna University. Six males
and three females started fasting and after a few
" days one girl's health was adversely affected.
Suddenly one night with the connivance of senior
office-bearers of the Undergraduates Union the

LTTE 'struck. They forcibly abducted the fasting

undergraduates, for¢e-fed them and whisked them
away to India. One of the girls subsequently became
Mirs. Velupillai Prabakaran. The Tigers also issued
a statement that it was pointless losing one’s life
through a death fast. If the people wanted to

. challque an intransigent government the only way

was 1o join the “Tigers” and take up arms, said the
statement. .

Last week the Indian Army also known as the
Indian Peace-Keeping Force followed the LTTE
when they disrupted the Mothers Front’s death fast.
The Indian forces had a legitimate motive. The
children of the fasting mother, Mrs. Annammah
David had given the Indian Army a letter stating
that (a) their mother was being forced to fast unto
death against her will, (b) she was originally
required to fast only for six days, (c) they were not
atlowed to see their mother. Therefore they wanted
the IPKF to rescue their mother. .

The IPKF struck like the LTTE. The President
of the Mothers’ Front Ms. Subendradevi, the
Secretary Mrs. Selvaratnam and its Patron, Mr.
Kingsley Rajanayagam were summoned to the
Batticaloa rest-house camp by Brigadier I. P. Dhar
for the ostensible reason of discussions on the fast.
"Even as the talks were on Indian soldiers went to
the Maamangam Pillayar temple premises, fired
shots in the air, pushed a few women who resisted
‘and carried away the bed on which Mrs. Annammah
David was lying on. Eye-witnesses claim that the

~ feeble lady was seen clutching the bed-post. The
Mothers’ Front representatives were presented with
a “Kashmiri-Brahmin” fait accompli by Brig. Dhar.

, The Indians were not taking any chances. It
was only a few weeks ago that the Indian High
Commissioner, Mr. J. N..Dixit told the press that
although it was possible for Indian troops to seize
the fasting mother and feed her by force they were

refraining from doing so because they did not want

anything to happen to the mothers while in custody.
So Mrs. David is now valuable property and the
Indians are doing their best to revive her. Il
something happens to her while in Indian hands the
issue will turn explosive. .

Meanwhile the Mothers’ Front office-bearers
found themselves detained by the IPKF and then
“transferred to Batticaloa Prisons.

@ Eelanadu

The other development which occurred a few
weeks ago was the blasting of the Eelanadu news-
paper in Jallna. Again the repetitive element was
there.

On October 10 the Indian Army went to the
premises of two Tamil newspapers published in
Jaffna The Eela Murasu” and the “Murasoli”. They
rounded the employees, burnt the’ newsprint and
then left with a [éw employees in their custody.
Within minutes there were two massive explosions

k

and the printing machinery was destroyed.

An Indian spokesinan described the action as
that of “ncutralising™ two anti-Indian newspapers,

Likewise in February the Tigers followed suit.
The explosives: were smuggled into the premises
wrapped in bundles of newspapers. The security was
lax thinking that these were newspaper returns.
Four Tigers slipped in through the Indian sentry
points with small-arms and cntered the “Eelanady™
premises. They rounded up the employees. set in
position the explosives and went away. The printing
machinery was destroyed and so the “Eelanadu™

was “neutralised” by the LITE. The LTTE claiined:

credit through posters.

_ The “Eelanadu™ was not functioning for some-
time after IPKF — LTTE clashes. Sometime ago an
Indian General told newsmien that the IPKF would
activate a newspaper in Julfna. Shortly thereafier
the “Eelanadu™ was' given permission to resume
publications. Soon there were a few “scoops” and
“inspired leaks” in the “Eelanadu” which even
Indian newspapers missed, The Tigers got it into
their heads that the ‘Eelunadu’ was the IPKF
mouthpiece. So in the finest IPKF tradition the
newspaper had to be neutralised.

_Reading the past copies of the “Eelanadu™ one
finds that it had adhered to its basic tradition of
sober. balanced reporting. During the period "85 to
‘87 where most Jaffna-based newspapers were bent
on sensationalising’ the “Eelanadu™ struck to its

tradition of sober presentation. It had been in.

existence for over 20 yeurs. In 1981 its building was
burnt by indisciplined policemen. I was back on the
streets in four days. Today only the “Uthayan™ is
published in Jaffna. -

The events of the past weeks have shown two
clear things. The freedom of democratic dissent
articulated through non-violent forms is taboo; the
freedom of expression through newspapers is also
not o, Be it a newspaper ur be it a protest fast if it
15 not acceptable to the L1TE or the IPKF then jt
would not be allowed. AuJust is broken up by the
LTTE in 1983; the'IPKF docs so in 1984: newspap-
ers are blown up by the IPKF in [Y87; o newspaper
is blown up by the Tigers in 1988, History goes on

repeating itself. Imitation they say is the best form
of flattery. The IPKF and the LTTE continue to
“llatter™ cuch other by imitating each o&!ller.a 20

' A doctor, shown altending un the death fast mother

Police on

alert in

southern
coast

By Premakumar
RaJapakse

A surveillance zone is
to be set up in the
Southern coastal belt
covering a large part of
the southern province
in a bid to stall what is
believed to be a major
gun running operation,
involving Southern Su
versives. . - :

A senior police officer
told The Sunday Times
that intelligence reports
have indicated that
arms are being smug-
gled to the southemn
subversives by the
fishermen who alleged -
ly have links with the
Northern tervorists.

Airport to
be expanded

By our Ampara Corres-
pondent,

The IPKF is to ex-
pand the Ampara air-
port - to accommodate
more aircraft, airport
sources said.

Most weapons, food
and other needs of the
IPKF are unloaded
here.
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By Qadri Ismalil.

Representatives of Tamil organisations in Madras
have been invited for discussions in New: Delhi this
week with officials of the Ministry of External
Affairs.

The groups asked include the TULF and the
LTTE, apart from other militant organisations,
“The Sunday Times' reliably understands. Indian
High Commissioner in, Colombo, ' J.N. Dixit, is
currently in New Delhi for consultations with the

- Prime Minister and other Indian authorities in-

volved with Sri Lankan affairs.

The new round of talks-is expected to centre on
the restoration of the political process in the north
and the east. Nominations to Provincial Council
elections in those two provinces were postponed last
week. The Indians do not feel that the conditions:in
the Tamil areas are still ripe enough for polls. Ten
days ago, at a press conference, Mr. Dixit
announced that, following the operation of the
IPKF in and around Batticaloa town, Indian milit-
ary.moves had been halted to allow the LTTE to
rejoin the political process.

The Indian position on the LTTE has shifted
somewhat. Following the October 10th offensive,
the Indians insisted that the Tigers would have to
surrender their weapons and publicly accept the
Indo-Lanka agreement before any negotiations
could take place about their future role in the north
and east. The new Indian position, enunciated by
Mr. Dixit two weeks ago, is that if the LTTE make a
“firm commitment” to surrender weapons, negotia-
tions could take place. Political analysts associate
this change with Rajiv Gandhi’s desire to do well in
the Tamil Nadu State Assembly elections.

“The Sunday Times" learns that the Indians are
very keen that a common slate of candidates from
all the major Tamil organisations - LTTE, TULF
and leftist groups - is formed to contest Provincial
polls. This would prevent a division of the vote
among Tamil groups and also provide the LTTE
with certain guarantees of their security from other
groups if peace returns to the Tamil areas.

A U.S. based academic, who was down in Sri
Lanka recently, had gone to Madras and canvassed

Tigers, TULF invited
for talks in New Delhi

an, told *The Sunday Times" in' Colombo recently
that, if experience was-anything-to go by, Mr.
Prabakaran would eventually do a deal and keep
some power, since the alternative is to lose every-
thing. The Indian thinking on the subject, “The’
Sunday Times” learns, is that no peace .can be

-achieved without the co-operation of the LTTE.

The last time it issued -a press release on the
subject, at the-end of February, the Tigers said they

had -“all along clearly- indicated to India.... its. -

willingness to have talks” and that “LTTE" Com-
mander “Kittu”, in Madras, was “willing and
available” for them. On the question of ‘arms
surrender, the statement said that the LTTE, a
revolutionary organisation waged an armed struggle
“10 protect the people and defend the people’s basic -
rights” and- therefore surrendering weapons was
“unacceptable as long as the freedom and rights of
the people of Tamil Eelam are not safeguarded.”

Among the issues Mr. Dixit is expected to raise
while in Delhi is the recent settlement of 2,000
people in the Amparai district. Indian High Com-
mission officials in Colombo, when asked about the
visit, said it was “routine”. Reacting {0 yesterday's
landmine incident in the Trincomalee district,
where 19 civilians were killed, a senior Sri Lankan
military official said that more such attacks could be
expected. “With refugees returning and the ques-
tion of electoral registers coming up,” he said. “The
Tigers will do their best to chase out all Sinhalese

from the area.” ) .
Meanwhile, the February issue of *Ginipupura’,

journal of the JVP's UK branch, in an article by

.JVP leader Rohana Wijeweera, denies that the JVP

has any alliance with the LTTE. “We are a -
Marxist-Leninist party and not terrorists,” says M.
Wijeweera. He opposes the division of the country
“along communal lines” and says that, “in the final

analysis.... the oppression of national minarities (is

this idea with' senior members of other Tamil

organisations. These_ groups had said they were
willing in principle to accept such a scheme if it was
initiated. by the Tigers.” This_academic had held
discussions in Jaffna ‘with Tiger Deputy-Leader
Mahaththaya and members of the LTTE Political
‘Wing and in Colombo with senior Indian High

Commission officials and a Cabinet Minister in

order to work out a scheme whereby normalcy is
returned to the Tamil areas. The Minister con-
cerned told “The Sunday Times", when asked, “The
intermediaries seem more keen than the Tigers (o
make a deal.” While the initial round of contacts
failed to result in anything concrete, the mediation
glfort is expected to resume in two weeks lime.

PLOT leader, Uma Maheswaran, once a very
close associate of Tiger leader Velupillai Prabakar-

a) manifestation of capitalism and (can) oaly be.
eliminated under sacialism,” ST.3.6

’s former

‘-head
refused
entry

Mr. Martin Ennals

ex-chief of-the Interna- .-

tional Amnesty Orga-
nisation and the present
Secretary-General of
the world-wide orga-
nization “International
Alert” was refused en-
try into Sri Lanka. Mr.
‘Ennals was turned back
to Madras when he
attempted to dis-
embark at Katunayake
International Airport
on Wednesday night. -

Mr. Ennals a British
citizen was according to
informed sources on a
fact-finding mission into
alleged IPKF atrocities
in the.North and pur-
ported Huraan Rights
vivlations in the South.

The head of Interna-
tional Alert is former
British Cabinet Minis-
ter, Judith Hag_t.

Firearms
robbed

Unidentified persons
eritered the residence of
the MP for Karande-
niya Mrs. Daya Sepali
Senadheera at Uragaha
and got away ' with
several _firearms = and-
ammunition police said.

ST.3.27

Fivet'i'nj_ured in Kalmunai
“hospital incident

Dr. Mohanathan, a
dental surgeon attached
to the base hospital in
Kalmunai-was seriously

were also injured in an
incident allegedly in-
volving Indian Army
personnel on Friday.
According to Kalmu-

‘from the IPKF camp .at

the Kalmunal rest

‘hurt and four others.

.nai sources, -soldiers”

house had gone to the
residential quarters of
the Kalmunai medical
staff, about 7.30 p.m.
on Friday. The Indian
soldiers were looking
for another doctor S.
Sasendran of the same

-hospital for questioning

regarding a chdrge that
he had been  giving
treatment to LTTE
men, Dr. Sasendran

was not in the medical
uarters at that time.
Thereafter the Indian
soldiers had assaulted
Dr. Mohanathan and
three others who were
taying bridge with
Firp. A fourth was also
injured. The others

‘were Messrs Selva-
nayagam,

pathy, Mahendran and
Nadenalingam,

1.3.13
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Tissahamy under
‘house arrest’

By Javed Mansoor
Veddah chief Tissahamy has been isolated in a bid to
pressurise him to move over to lands being developed'
runder the Mahaweli scheme. s
o R(_:Hable sources told the-Sunday Times that wild life
officials had put up a barrier to prevent visitors including
foreigners from meeting Tissahamy. :

" They hope this will effectively cut off Tissahamy's -

sources of revenue and persuade him to move out. At
present he lives inside the Maduru Oya National Park
-along with 15 or 20 close relatives. :

The barrier was eracted nearly eight months ago and.

even:Mahaweli-Ministry officials are‘permitted.to enter!
only after obtaining special permission in Colombo.

. Foreigners who go to meet Tissahamy are known to
give him gifts and large sums of money for performing
for.them.,

A beat officer posted near the barrier, however, said
the barrier was erected to discourage poachers. :
There is one range officer, two assistants and about 15
-beat officers to cover the 228, 000 acres large National
Park which was started around eight years ago. Tissah-
‘amy has refused to move over to another place saying he
wants to die in his birth place. Most of the other veddahs
have moved to Henanigala. ST.3.20

Terrorists
attack
forces

Six Tiger terrorists
were killed in two sepa-
rate incidents in Man-'
nar and Vavuniya when
they attacked a Sri
Lankan: military route
clearing patrol and an
Indian detachment on
Friday security sources
said. '

In Mannar town five
terrorists died when In-
dian soldiers repulsed a
'TeTfonst attack without
suffering any casualties

“In Vavuniya Dis-
trict a Sri Lankan milit-
ary route clearing patrol,
was attacked between
Avaranthalawa and
Pawankulam by a group.
of 20 terrorists and one
terrorist was reported

SLFP strategy if
polls postponed

By Romesh Fernando

The SLFP is consider-
ing calling a meeting of all
recongnised - Opposition
political groups to decide
on a common coutse of
action in the event of
another referendum being
held by the government to
circumvent a general elec-
tion.

The SLFP Central
Committee is at present
having an internal-debate
on how an extra—parlia-
Hmentary struggle ought to
bg launched-in the event
.0f the parliamentary and
presidential elections be-

‘yrg postponed informed
political sources told ‘The |

killed when soldiers re-
turned ‘fire. t11.3.07

@ Seven parties request President

Lift proscription on JVP

. Seven political parties have requested Presi-
dent J. R. Jayewardene to lift the proscription on
the JVP unconditionally to enable it to joiri the -
democratic political process. - :

Leaders of the So Lanka Freedom Party,
Eksath Lanka Jathika Party, Mahajana Eksath
Peramuna, Tamil Congress. Sri Lanka Muslim

Dinaresa (Sinhala) March 23, 1988

“Democracy exists because people have the right’
of the vote and therefore the people must protect
that right. If there is no vote there will be a.
dictatorship”, said Prime Minister Premadasa at a.
meeting the other day." .

From this observation people have begun 1o
wonder whether something ominous is going to
happen to the right to vote.in this country. .

The government, through a referendum post-
poned the general election.It is a good thing if the
Prime Minister has even belatedly admitted the sin
of contributing to this fraud. The Tamils, Muslims.
and Sinhalese all over wanted the elections held and.
not a referendum. The report of the Elections
Commissioner clearly indicates what a massive
fraud the referendum was. After this fraud terror
Jism in the North and East escalated. -

Young persons who had an opportunity to cast
their vote for the first time lost it. Some of them also
lost faith in the TULF that never catered for their
needs. Fhe ordinary people of the North who weré
waiting to express their discontent with the econo:
mic policies of the government lost that opportun-
ity, in consequence of the referendum fraud. Young:
persons who lost faith in the vote took to the gun
and this has now spread to the South.

There are once again talks of postponing general
elections and another fraud is reportedly being:
prepared for the Presidential Election. One of these
moves is the Provincial Council election.

Congress, Democratic Workers Congress and the
Liberal Party have signed the letter containing
this request to the President.

The parties have also called for the uncon-
ditional lifting of the proscription on Trade
Unions and student organisations. :

Outlining eight demands they have also
called for the repeal of the prevention of Terror-
ism Act and requested the government to refrain
from using the state of emergency except as a
short term measure for particular incidents and
-areas. .

The other demands madé are:

a). Stop further arbitrary arrests and extra
legal killings, -

b). Release all political prisoners uncon-
ditionally, .
" - -c). Gazette names of persons who have been
detained and if any have been released, dates of
such release, ) )
' d). Establish a Parliamentary Select Com-
"mittee on Human Rights to inquire into allega-
tions of disappearances,

e). Setting up a Human Rights Commission
of representatives of all recognised political
parties and human rights organisations, . -

f). Dissolve ad hoc institutions of state such
as Home Guards, National Auxilliary Force,
National Task Force, Special Task Force and
function only through duty established security
forces. '

A spokesman for this seven party group told,

. “The Island” that the‘ United Socialist Alliance,
- (USA) comprising the'SLMP, LSSP, CP and the

{NLSSP were invited to participate in the discus-
sions but had not attended anv meetings. (LW)
TI.3.20

- Sunday times',

The SLFP intends in-
itially to discuss the possi-
bility ofa non-violent civ-
il disobedience campaign
with the ELJP, MEP and
the Liberal Party. The-
realter, invitations would
be sent to all Opposition
political groups including
the Left parties and the
Tamil parties. A section
of the SLFP Central
Committee is of the view
that a unified Opposition
challenge is neccessary if
they are to launch a mass
agitation campaign.
These sections pointed
out that, like in South Ko-
rea, if the Opposi¥6n is
divided the atlempl
would [ail, the sources
said.

This section of the Cen-
tral Commijlttee is also of
the view-that the civil dis-
obedience campaign
should begin now in order
to pressurize the govern-
ment lo have immediale
parliamentary and presi-
dential polls. It was the
“people’s power” cam-

paign launched alter the,

assassination of Benigno
Aquino in 1983 that led
to Ferdinand Marcos hav-
ing elections three years
later. A Philippines-type
situation can only arise if
the Opposition begins ils
non-violent agitation

now. Otherwise the mo-

mentum for elections
cannot be buill, these
sources said.

The other section of the
SLFP Central Commit-
tee, however is 'of lhe
opinion that the mass
struggle should be
launched only if and

when the presidential and”

parliamentary elections

-are postponed. If an ex-

tra-parliamentary strug-
gle is launched now-it
could jeopardise the
chances of the elections
being held. Nothing
should be done to give the
government an excuse {0
postpone elections, was
the view of this group.
ST.3.20
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PUNISHMENT TO ALL ENEMIES OF THE MOTHERLAND

* All those who supported the so-
called Jayewardene-Gandhi
Peace Agreement which betray-
ed our motheriland and our
people to the Indian imperialisis
and the legislation to establish Pro-
vincial Councils,

* All those who are supporters of

the traitor Jayewardene fascist cliv

que and its murderous policies.

* All those who support the pres-
ence of the aggressor lorces and
who attempt to whitewash its des-
tructive actions.

* All those who altempt to betray
the patriotic forces that enter the

* struggle to protect the mother-
land from the Indian aggressor
forces and their puppet, Jayewar-
dene. = -

* All those who kill, torture or
harass the patriotic forces in ac-
cordance with the illegal repres-
sive laws enacted by this illegiti-
mate government in order to re-
press the patlriotic forces.

* All those who organise terrorist cli-
ques of various forms and assist
the trailor Jayewardene to re-
press the palriotic peoples organi-
sations  (Deshapremi  Janata
Viyaparaya).

* All those who engage in aclivity

" of any kind against the patriotic
forces and who seek lo mislead
the people on behalf of the enem-
ies of the motherland.....

Patriots

We shall fight against Jayewar-
dene, against his fascist clique,
agsinst his fascist killers, against the

Green ‘Tigers that he has organised. .

Woe shall climb over mountains of cor-
pses: we shall swim across lakes of
blood: we shall sacrifice our lives;
wae shall fight for the independence
of our motherland. This we swear to

you.

However, allied with this apen
enemy and fighting agalnst the patrio-
tic forces are many enemies in disgu-
ise. These enemies, directed by the
traitor Jayewardene and reactionary
international organisations, appear
before the people as progressives,
social workers, human rights activi-
sts, artists. peasant leaders. or trade
union leaders. Backed by secret
funds from the’UNP or from suspect
organisations of the Catholic Church
like SEDEC or Devasaranaya, acling
in concert wilth Eelam lerrorist organi-
sations, they have already brought.
‘into being terrorist gangs, sometimes
armed by the Stale, in order to terror-
ise and kill patriotic forces.

We can only protect our mother-
land by sweeping away not only the.
foreign aggressor, not only the open
traitors but also this third force of trai-
tors in disguise. _

Who are these enemies, this third
force?

The Lanka Sama GSamaja Party
which from its birth on December 18,
1935 has misled the working class,
has betrayed the working class at
every critical juncture, has in effect
worked for the UNP in return for pri-
vileges, honours, etc. for the re-
aclionaries.

The Ceylon Communist Party
which from ils inception on July 3,
1948 has fed itself from the World
Socialist Movement but has acted as
slooges of the UNP, betrayers of the
entire working class movement in
1980 and has in elfect betrayed the
revolutionary movement in Sri Lanka.,

Vijaya Kumaranatupga who enter-
ed the SLFP through marriage only
in order to split what was then the pri-
ncipal anti-UNP force In the country,
who spawned a bogus Naxalite con-

spiracy In order to allow Jayewar-
‘dene to postpone the general elec-
tion of 1983. who has now embraced
Eelam terrorist murderers and is
acting in all respects as the obedient
acolyte of Jayewardene.

Vasudeva Nanayakkara who has
acted In a similar fashion and a num-
ber of so-called trade union leaders
who fatten themselves on the move-
ment but refuse to lift a finger against
the repression of the working class

by Jayewardene.

The Janata Sangamaya which bat-
tens on support from SEDEC and
Devasaranaya and other suspect
foreign organisations and is a re-
aclionary tiger in the disguise of a
peasant organisation.

A clique of various human rights
and women's aclivists who receive
assistance from reactiondky " inter-
national organisations and are active
in disseminating leaflets and pam-
phlets.

The Indpendent Students' Union
which is only a catspaw of the Eelam-
ist lerrorist organisations.

These are the enemies of those
who are true enemies of Jayewar-
dene, of the real opposition to him.

At this critical juncture, all those
have taken a stand on behalf of
Jayewardene, on behalf of reaction.

All these are lhe enemies of the
motherland and therefore deserve to
be punished. Independence for the
motherland and peace and liberty to
the people requires that all these
should be swept away.

Death to all enemies of the mother-
land.

Liberty and Peace lo the People.

JOINT HEADQUARTERS OF
PATRIOTIC ARMED FORCES.
January 25, 1988.

USA declares...
Only political

By Romesh Fernando

The United Socialist Alliance comprising the SLMP
.LSSP, CP and the NSSP have only a political alliande
.With the EPRLF and PLOT. It does hot by any means

tiavé aiiy military links with these revolutionary groups:

The JVP allegation that the USA was forming mil-

itary squads to attack them with the help of Uma Ma-
heswaran's PLOT and that these squads were being
trained and armed in'Balticaloa was totally false,Mr. Y.
P. de Silva, General Secretary of the SLMP told The

Sunday Times.

ties with PLOT, EPRLF

The USA ir}gends 1o contest the provincial polis even
-though one of:its candidates Has been’ dssassinated in
Minneériya. The provincial polis must be regarded by the
Opposition as the first step in bringing down the present

UNP regiine.

He added that if and when provincial council elec-
tions were held in the North and East the USA might
_have 10 come to an electoral arrangement wilh the
PLOT andEPRLF. The other possibility would be for
the PLOT and EPRLF, who now have a working
relationship with the Alliance, to join the USA. .

JVP suspects
arrested

Ten rcrsons sus-
ed of being mem-
rs of the proscribed
JVP were arrested by
the Sri Lankan forces
during a search opera-
tion in Minneriya and.
Hingurakgoda in the
Polonnaruwa District.

.3.27
ST.3.27 ST.3
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No protectorate
big brother !

Last two weeks teports from New Delhi and Madras have
ominous undertones for Sri Lanka. Our big brothers across the
Palk Strait appear to have got the impression that the Northern
and Eastern provinces are under their suzerainty and Sri Lanka
got to get the permission of the so-called Indian Peace Keéping
Force if it is to move its troops to protect its own citizens.

This point of view is well articulated in “The Hindu”, the
Indian national newspaper which has been the flag ship for the
terrorists (pre-July '87) and now is attempting to get a reprieve
for Vellupillai Prabhakaran from Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. In an
article by a special correspondent on the “Challenge in Sri
Lanka” it is said: “It is easy to understand why India cannot
consent-— under this agreement which certainly does not
provide for this — to the Sri Lankan Army's coming out of
barracks as an army and conducting anti militant operations in

* competition or in concert with the IPKF. That would be

contrary to the whole purpose and the spirit of the Agreement
aside from the question of treading on the emotive feelings in
India and among the Sri Lankan Tamils”.

What this potty anonymous typewriter strategist. should

- understand is that even the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement —

which is now in tatters — does not stipulate anywhere that
India’s consent is required for movements of Sri Lankan troops

~in the North and East.

The agreement itself is very clear about the confinement of
Sri Lankan troops to barracks. Section 2.9 of the agreement
says: “Consequent to the cessation of hostilities and the*
surrender of arms by militant groups, the army and other
security personnel will be confined to barracks in camps as on
May 25, 1987". .

~Those who think that they have a right to dictate on troop
movements of the Sri Lanka security forces should realise that
the agreement stipulates that the troops wouldshe confined to
barracks only consequent {o cessation of hostilities. It is quite
ciear that the cessation of hostilities — the responsibility of
India — has not taken place evén nine months after the
agreement '. Do the Indians think that with the basic obliga-
tions on their part unfulfilled, Sri Lankans should be good bays
and be silling in their barracks as the “Tigers™ sluughter
hundreds of Sinhalese and Muslim peasants?

What the Indians shoulid realise is that the Indo-Sri Lanka
agreement pivoted on specific conditions which India was.
obliged to implement. There was to be the cessation of
hostilities within 48 hours and the surrender of arms 100 within
72 hours, ’

That has not happened after nine months und thereupon a
greater part of the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement has become
inoperative. ‘The basio':objectives — A referendum before

‘December 31, 1987 o' decide on the unification of the North

and East, holding of Provincial Council elections too by the end
of last year has not taken place. ’

What happened is well known. The mighty Indian military
received a severe drubbing by a band of few thousand terrorists
whom the Indians’ themselves created. Despite Velupillai
Prabhakaran having rubbed the proud but bloodied Indian
noses in the Jaffna sands, the Indians have not realised their
limitations of- military power. Instead with their estimated

125,000 troop strenglh they appear to have assumed that the

North and Eastern Provinces are theirs and Sri Lanka got to get
their permission to” move their own troops.

This is also a point of time to remember that the Sri Lanka
armed forces in a few weeks had Prabhakaran and his cronics
cornered in Jaffna with a mere five thousand troops and it was
the indians by blatantly violating international law who saved
the “Tigers™ from extinction.

If there are any delusions about “confinement of Sri
Lankan troops to barracks™ the Indians should re-read the
agreement. §t is clear that the confinement was merely a
transilional provision, An independent and suvereign state does
not agree to keep its security forces in barracks in perpetuity.

Itis time that Sri Lanka said this loud and clear lest our big
brothers get the impression that we have now become a
protectorate. ' ' TI.3.27

Ampara Muslims say

Stop IPKF-EPRLF
joint operations

by M. Ismeth
Muslims-in the
Ampara district have

vehemently- protested.

against the [PKF con-
ducting joint search op-
erations with the
EPRLF in Muslim vil-
lages and this matter
has also been brought
to the notice of General
Cyril Ranatunga during
Yis recent visit there.

These Muslims claim
that as.they did not har-
bour any tiger-terrorists
there was no need for
EPRLF members to
join in search opera-
tions in their villages.
They allege that during
these search operations
EPRLF members make
a note of wealthy Mus-
lim houses for robbing
later on.

TULF will return to
Lanka soon: Amir

By J. S. Tissainayagam

The Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF)
leadership, at present residing in Madras hopes to
return to Sri Lanka shortly, the General Secretary
of that party Mr. A. Amirthalingam told the Sunday
Times. He however said that the exact date of their
return had not been fihalised.

Mr. Amirthalingam said that their return did not
mean that they were going to participate in the
Provincial Council or any other elections till the
Northem and Eastern provinces of Sri Lanka were
merged in keeping with the Indo-Lanka Peace:
Accord.

The main purpose of the TULF’s arrival in Sri
Lanka would be to have discussions with other
Tamil and Muslim political parties in order to'achieve
.unity and broad based consensus on political mat-
ters, :

He said that the discussions with the Muslim
political parties would centre on Tamil-Muslim
unity in the Eastern Province and on the safeguards
for the Muslims in terms of their representations in
the Eastern Province. He said that he would hold
discussions with the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress and
the Muslim United Liberation Front on these
matters. He said by and large it would be a
continuation of the discussions begun in, Madras
. when Mr. Badi-ud-din Mahmud of the SLMC met
the TULF leadership last year.

Speaking of the Tamil groups, he said that he
hoped he could have discussions with the newlj
recognised Eclam Peoples Revolutionary Libera-
tion Front (EPRLF) and other political parties.

The TULF General Secretary said that there was
no truth in the reports that the Indian Government
had asked them to return to Colombo, ST.3-13

No’ to Trinco coal plant

The Director Coast
Conservation, Mr. S.
R. Amerasinghe has re-
jected the application
by the Ceylon Electric-
Uty Boards for a permit

to build a coal plant in
Trincomalee. “The per-
mit was denied because
of deficiencies in the
Environmental Impact

Assessment (EIAT,
. ST.3.20

“The Muslims of the
area are 100 percent
willing to co-operate
with the IPKF in their

‘house to house search-

operations, but they do

~not want the IPKF to.

bring the EPRLF along
with them” Muslim
sources said. ‘

The IPKF could al-
ways tell the Muslim
elders of the areas and

‘the Katheebs of the

mosques that they want
to cohduct_search op-
erations arfg+they will
be only too willing to
co-operate with them,
sources added.

1t also learnt that dur-
ing the recent visit of
General Cyril Ranatun-
ga to Kalmunai, Mus-
lims of the area had

" apprised him of the lack

of security provided 1o
the Muslim villages by
the IPKF and about the
harassment uadergone
by government servants
subjected to strict IPKF
checks at their work
places:

*On a proposal made
bv the Muslims to form
vigilante committees in
Muslim villages, Gener-
al Ranatunga had said
that he would ¢nsult

President Jayewardene

and ipform them as
soon al possible.

Rajiv, PM
to meet

Indian Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi will mect
Sri Lankan Prime Minis-
ter Ranasinghe Premada-
sa during the latier’s trip,
to India. Mr. Premadasa

. leaves for India this week.

‘The Sunday Times'
understands that the Go-
verament of India will be
going all out to make Mr.
Premadasa’s visit as com-
forlable as possible. This
will include providing
military helicoptgs [or
the Prime Minister and
his entourage 1o gel lo

their destinations quicker,
: ST.J3.27
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SRI LANKA

Separate Strategy

Colombo tries to cut New Delhi's role

INdiplomacy—asis the
case in medicine—ex-
treme complications

sures. Thus, the Jaye-
wardene Government
= in Colombo has em-
barked, since the start of this year, on
what can only be termed bypass surgery
in its attempts to find a cure for the
island’s terminal ethnic problem. But as
every doctor knows, such operations
often create additional complications
and, in the context of the Sri Lankan
situation, they could be [atal.

For one, Colombo’s decision to hold
direct and secret talks with the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam (1.rTE) has
glven theimpression that the objectiveis
to sidéline New Delhi, its partner in the
Indo-Sd Lankan accord, and thus regain
the dipiomatic advantage. If the opera-
tion was a success, it would allow Jaye-

‘wardene to ask the Indian Peace Keep-

Ing Force (1PK¥) to quit the island rather
than leave New Delhi with that option.

But the end-result is that Colombo
and New Delhi have taken different forks
in the ethnic road and are busy trying to
trump each other's high cards. Having
realised, somewhat belatedly, the game
Colombo was playing, New Delhimoved
quickly to sabotage it. Its High Commis-
sioner in Colombo, J.N. Dixit, an-
nounced that any attempt to keep India
out of the picture *“can be misunder-
stood”. Simultaneously, New Delhistar-
ted holding its own direct, secret talks
with the 1118 to broker a political settle-
ment. Admits Minister of State for Exter-

call for extreme mea-

_ curity, are back in posi-

nal Affairs Natwar Singh: “We have
been talking to them (the vrrr) almost
every day for the past two weeks.”

But what that indicates is that the
righthand nolongerknowswhat thelelt
hand is doing. It also

any deal it strikes with Colombo will be
doomed. “The LTTE has a Jalfna-based
cadre and they might be tempted to
accept the deal. But without Indian
support, they cannot hope to achieve
their political ends. Their mistrust of the
Sri Lankan Government has deep psy-
chological roots,” says a top External
Aflairs Ministry official.

New Delhi is thus hoping to strike its
own deal with the Tigers by persuading
them to participate in the electoral pro-
cess for the postponed provinclal council
elections—without LTTE participation,
the elections will have nostanding. New
Delhi’'s intermediary hasbeen Kittu, the
LTTE's Jafflna commander, now recover-
ing from a leg amputation in Madras. He

" Is in radlo contact with Mahatiya, the

number twoman in theTiger hierarchy.
But New Delhi’s bargaining position-
has been weakened. Despite an eﬁa
mated 1PKF strength of 70,000 in
Lanka, the Tigers are far from whipped.
Now, with both Colombo and New Delhi
desperately wooing Pirabhakaran, the
LTTR Is In a position to dictate its terms.
This is precisely what is happening. The
initial Indian stand was that any talks
with the rLTTE would be

means that India-baiters
like Lalith Athulath-
mudali, the Sri Lankan
minister for national se-

tions of influence in Co-
lombo. According tosour-
ces in Sri Lanka,
Athulathmudali and Sri
Lankan Lands Minister
Gaminl Dissanayake have
been negotiating with
LtTE chief Pirabhakaran
through three key inter-
mediaries—Dr Selvaku-
-mar, a Tamil expatriate in

:
%

N
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unconditional and entail
laying down all arms.
Now, Pifabhakaran has
made it clear that any
talks with the Indian Gov-
ernment can take place
only if the 1pkr withdraws
to lts  “pre-olfensive
positions” and ensures
the establishment of an
interim administration in
the northern province
with majority representa-
tion to the Tigers.
Pirabhakaran hasalso re-
fused to hand over all LTTR

the US and a classmate of
Pirabhakaran, D.B.S. Jeyaraj, former

" Colombo correspondent of The Hindu

who has wide contacts with the Tiger
leadership; and Kumar Ponnambalam,
general secretary of the All-Ceylon
Tamil Congress Party in )allna.

What Colombo Is offering Is a pack-
agedeal whereby the Tigerswillbe given
control of the northern province
through an LrrE-dominated interim ad-

ministration on condition that they -

abandon their claims to the eastern
province. They have reportedly been
promised more devolution of powerthan
that laid down In the accord.

New Delhi, meanwhile, has let the
1118 know that without Indian support,

arms, Insisting that a cer-

tain amount of weaponry be retained by
the Tigers for their protection.

What this really means is that the

LTTE s now in a position to play one side

_ agalnst the other. That situation has

been made possible by the fact that
Colombo and New Delhi have started
marching to different drummers. The
prospect that the process could end in
some sort of an agreement with the

.Tigers Is welcome. But that also means

thatthemuch-vaunted Indo-Sri Lankan
accord Is now becoming locreasingly
meaningless—as will be the sacrilice of
the 400-odd Indian soldlers who have
died on Sri Lankan soll.

—DILIP BOBB

INDIA TODAY @ MARCH 11, 1984
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INDUSTRIES FORI SELF RELIANCE

KENYA

ERITREA: IN THE HORN OF AFRICA

. As with many countries in the Sahelian

climatic zone, Eritrea has long experience

"~ of droughts and poor harvests. The loss of

one harvest can usually be covered with
stocks put aside in the good years, or
perhaps supplemented with cash from
migrant labour. The difficulty arises when
drought occurs over consecutive years
such as 1980 to 1983. This is when famine
sets in, food stocks are depleted and
harvests fail, eventually people have to eat
the seed that they would otherwise sow,
people and animals become weak and
diseased, and recovery becomes an
increasing struggle. Harvests have failed
yet again in 1987. At present there are more
than a million people, in Eritrea alone, who
are in need of food assistance.

The war has also had a serious effect an
food production in Eritrea. Ethiopia's
seventh offensive in 1983 caused havoc to
farmers in the Barka and Senhit provinces
and many fled to safer areas. Air
bombardment has destroyed a vast number
of livestock, burnt crops and grassland and
fimited food production to small plots tended
after dark. Trading and fishing in coastal
regions is heavily restricted by naval patrol
boats. The nomads’ movements are limited
by the fighting, resulting in overgrazing and
lack of water.

Such severe disruption of Eritrea’s food
production capacity means that hundreds
of thousands of people are hungry. The
Eritrean Relief Association (ERA) operates
an extensive international infrastructure to
bring relief grain and milk powder to peopie
throughout the liberated and semi- liberated
areas. In addition to this, several tood
processing plants have been established:

flour mills, bakeries, pasta production and
DMK (durrah, milk powder and chickpeas).
‘The DMK plant serves the dual purpose of

producing lifesaving . nutritional.

supplements for victims of malnutrition, and
augmenting the Eritrean's efforts to be self
reliant in the sphere of food production.

DMK is just one of the successful small
scale industries buiit from scratch in the
liberated area of Eritrea. There are various
other industries, brief histories and
descriptions of which can be found in the
following pages. Remarkable progress has
been made with minimal resources. For life
to improve in Eritrea these industries must
be sustained and grow. All assistance is
welcome. Details of how you can help us
can be found on the back page.

FOOD PRODUCTION :
DMK

During 1979, in refugee camps around the
borders of Sudan, a nutritionist, Azeb, and
her colleagues were studying solutions for
mailnutrition, especially among children,
They started by mixing ground durrah and
milk powder by hand. The process was slow
and supplies limited, but there was notable
improvement in the healith of the children it
reached. Production continued on this small
scale at Solomuna Camp until 1984 when it
was decided to establish a DMK factory in
the area.

Project construction work was started in
the second half of 1984. Machines,
equipment and construction materials
arrived in Eritrea in November 1984,
Construction work and installation of the
machines were completed in April 1985 and
the factory became operational on 25th
April 19885. ’

The ingredients of DMK have developed
and changed with results from research and
access to different food substances. At
present it consists of 55% wheat, 20%
chickpeas, 10% egg powder, 10% skimmed
milk powder and 5% sugar. To further
improve the protein content and flavour it is
hoped to add sesame and groundnuts to the
mixture, but this will not be possibie until a
roasting machine has been purchased. The
ingredients are ground and mixed, resulting
in a fine yellow powdar which is added to
water and cooked as a porridge.
Approximately 1.6 tons can be produced

per 8 hour shift. The DMK is sealed in 1 kilo
bags and distributed to children between
the ages of 6 months and 5 years. DMK is
fed to children every other day and the daily
ration is 0.33 kg. During the months that
DMK has been operational an average of

8000 children have been reached per .

month.

The project slafied with ﬁ peogle and
now has 50 staff: 2 supervisors, 10

operators, 6 ration workers, 28 workers and’

4 demonstration and evaluation workers. A
shilt requires about 25 workers. A new
aspect of work began at the DMK factory in
June 1887 with a large demonstration
kitchen equipped for lessons on nutrition,
diet and preparation of food. This is an
important step towards improving heaith
from a primary level. In many cases
sickness can be avoided with good

" nutrition,

The DMK factory is one of the most vital of
the cotltage igdustries and expansion of
production is essential. A further 18,000
children are known to be'in need of DMK.
Lack of certain machines, lack of spare
parts and lack of proper maintenance are
the main limiting factors to greater
production. Specifically the factory is in
need of: a roasting machine, a sieving
machine, tools and equipment for the
demonstration unit and iaboratory,
wheelbarrows, sieves for the hammermills,
equipment catalogues and plastic bags.
Sufficient supply of ail these wouid make it
possible to produce enough DMK for those
most vuinerable to famine - the young
children.” :

WEIGHING OUT INGREDIENTS FOR DMK.
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SHOE FACTORY

One strong identifying feature of the peopie
in the liberated areas of Eritrea is their black
plastic sandals. A smail factory was set up
in the base area in 1980 with equipment
bought by support groups in ltaly. The
factory generally works one ten hour shift,
and if everything is going smoothly can
produce 1000 pairs of sandais per day. The
Italian injection-moulding machine is
completely automatic and takes just five
people to operate it; two to remove the
shoes, one to sort pairs, one to check the
supply of raw material and ons to care for
the overall running of the machine.
Formerly, only aduit sizes were produced
but this is now expanding to five children’s
sizes and two sizes in a new women's style
shoe.

Like many of the base area factories,
workshops and laboratories, the design of
the shoe factory incorporates a rapid
removai option, in case of air raids. At the
sandal factory the 7 tonne machine is
mounted on a steel framework, and a large
doorway provides access for a truck to back
in under the machine and movs it whenever
necessary.

In a second section of the factory a
granulation machine is making good use of
the excess plastic from the shoe moulds,
the reject shoes and the old worn out shoes
which are all returned for recycling. PVC is
expensive and difficult to transport from the
European suppliers, sotherecycled and the
new are mixed half and half.

THE SHOE FACTORY.

Since 1980 the sandal tactory has
succeeded ' in supplying most of those
people living in the liberated areas of Eritrea.
This is a great improvement from the days
when people depended on an adhoc supply
of shoes from Sudan and Ethiopia.

SANITARY TOWEL
FACTORY

Providing everyone with locally produced
sandals is an important step towards selif
reliance, but providing women with a free
supply of sanitary towels where before it
was a matter of making one's own, is
revolutionary in terms of the relative
freedom it gives. For some it is an even
greater change. Some of the nomadic
women, following traditional taboos, would
sit in a tent over absorbent sand when
menstruating. They would prepare food for
the family in this tent and pass the prepared

meal under the flap of the tent to the men
outside.

The machine for producing the sanitary
towels was bought in italy with funds raised
by the National Union of Eritrean Women in
exile, who continue to provide the raw
materials. Production started in 1984 and
the machine is capable of producing 10,000

towels per hour, fusl permitting. Rate of

production also depends on demand and

the supply of raw materials. The towels are

distributed throughout the liberated area.
Usually there are about fifleen workers in
the factory, two or three operating the
machine and the rest packing the towels
and sealing the bags.

oy 1 . _ 3
PACKING THE SANITARY TOWELS.

The Department of Hygiene which is
responsible for this factory also has plans to
develop local soap production. In June
1987 they were virtually ready to start
production.

PRINTING WORKSHOP

The printing workshops, along with the
photographic and cinematographic
workshops, is a sub-section of the
Information Department. it forms an
essential part of the literacy campaign,
producing approximately 80% of the
educational materials. This is a remarkable
achievement; text-books, exercise books
and magazines are supplied to ail the
schools, including night school and
technical school: the auto-mechanics have
an excellent handwritten and illustrated
technical manual, the POW's their own
magazine and educational books. Other
useful items such as petrol coupons,
medical cards and marriage certificates are
also produced.

1970 witnessed the humble beginnings of
this workshop with the installation of one
duplicating machine. The growth of the
workshop led to alithographic system being
adopted in 1977. Ten years later the
workshop includes sections for
photolithography, lyping, duplicating,

binding, compaosition, registration/distribution
and training. Publications can now be
produced in at least seven different
languages chosen according to their
purpose. The languages include Tigrinya,
Tigre, Ambharic, Arabic, English and
languages of paricular cultural groups
such as Afar and Kunama.

PRINTING WORKSHOP.

There are 120 staff with about equal
numbers of women and men. Print runs are
usually in the region of 10,000 to 30,000
copies. All the paper, ink and machinery are
from Europe and the USA, although some
equipment, such as typewriters, has been
captured from the Ethiopians. Paper is a
major requirement and it is hoped to
establish a recycling plant to reduce
dependence on external supplies.

ARTIFICIAL LIMB
PRODUCTION

Since the beginning of 1987 there has been
a vast Improvement in the production of
artificial limbs. Patients can now have an
individually fitted limb rather than a
makeshift adaptation from a limited supply
of second hand prostheses.

it is a heart-rending result of the war that
there is an ever increasing number of
amputees, most of the injuries being caused
by land mines. However, these people are
usually young and fit and certainly do not
want to sit still, and there remain many ways
in which they can contribute to the struggle.
In fact throughout the industrial sector one
finds a high number of amputeses. It is a
saying in Erilrea that ‘only the dead lie
down’,

Talbot, who has lost both his legs. has
returned from the Clinic in Port Sudan to
help set up the new workshop and, along
with two others, to train the staff. Currently
there are about fifteen staff, who are
producing, on average, thity limbs per
month. At present bilateral amputees are
being given priority and many are travelling
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from Port Sudan for fittings and alignments.
Artificial arms are not produced as there are
far fewer upper limb amputees, most of
whom would not bother with a prosthesis. All
the funds for equipment and materials have
come through ERA. The workshop is well
equipped with sanding machines, bandsaw,
driil, balancing apparatus and more.
Material supplies are at present imported,
with the exception of wood.

In:a well camouflaged workshop tucked
into the mountainside one finds a fairly
elaborate process of manufacturing
prostheses underway. First the patient
comes for a mouid o be made of her or his
stump, used to make a positive impression
of the stump. Thus, the new limb fits
pertectly reducing discomfort and sores,
and improving gait. The section fitting onto
the stump is made with a rubber sheath,
moulded while warm and supported by
laminated interlayered PVA and stockinette.

ARTIFICIAL LIMB MANUFACTURE.

The middle section is made of wood and
directly joined to the shoe. At this stage the
patient returns so that the wooden section
can be made the-right length and shape,
and aligned with the good leg.

Metal legs are stronger and more
adjustable but expensive. The workshop
would welcome any second hand supplies.
The wood is local and light but tends to
absorb moisture and is a resource under
much demand.

The prosthesis workshop is an extremely
important addition to the small-scale
industries.

DRUG PRODUCTION
UNIT

The largest and most impressive
manufacturing unit is In the Pharmaceutical
Department at the Central Hospital. War
Injuries, malnutrition, chioroquine-resistant
malaria and TB are just some of the
challenges that the Eritrean Public Health
Programme faces. Drugs occupy nearly
60% of recurrent expenditure on health
care; there may be delay or failure in supply;
prices are high and transport expensive. For
the Eritreans it made sense to start
producing their own medical supplies.
Discussion regarding the drug production
unit began in 1977, in conjunction with the
Eritrean Support Committee in Belgium. For
children and babies with severe
dehydration due to diarrhoea, infusions

PRODUCING MULTIVITAMIN TABLETS.

were identified as the most needed product.
Infusions can also be used for war injuries
when fluids cannot be taken orally, and for
surgical operations that invoive high blood
loss. At the same time it was decided that
productien would include the most
frequently usedtablet drugs, such as asprin,
paracetamol, sulphonamides, ephidrin,
penicillin, and the anti-tubercular drug INH.

The construction and instailation of
equipment for infusion production was
completed in May 1983. After extensive
performance tests full production began in
July 1984. These intravenous fluids are
produced by processing the sandy, polluted
well-water through various stages of
filtration, distillation and sterilisation. After
mixing with salt and sugar it is siphoned into
imported bags using aseptic techniques.

Four types of infusion are produced: two
types of dextrose, normal saline and
Ringer's lactate solution. Each bag is
tested for clarity and each batch for assay,
pyrogen and sterility. In December 1985 a
new, more effective water treatment unit
was installed. Output was increased by
400% and processing time decreased by
70%. As with all the industries the standard
of equipment has a crucial influence on
productive capacity. Progress, however, is
never perfect. With the upgrading of the
water treatment there are now other areas
which cause bottienecks in production. In
the infusion unit the autoclaves and bag
sealer are of inappropriate design, and their
replacement will bring further improvement.
Production is impressively high despite
technological drawbacks. In 1987 it is
planned to produce 90,000 of these 1 litre
life-saver bags.

Tablet production commenced soon after
the infusions and has been expanding ever
since. A seven-roomed unit was built to
cover the functions of washing, weighing,
storage, tablet production, capsuie
production, packing and maintenance. As
with the infusion production, dust and
humidity control are important, an air
conditioner is essential. Most of the
equipment is from West Germany, including
a mixer, a wetand dry granulator, a vibration
sifter, drying ovens, a tablet press and a
generator. At first, sufficient power for the
tablets and infusions was a problem; only

200,000 to 400,000 tablets were bseing
produced per month when capacity was
thought to be 1 million. The power situation
has now improved and 2 million tablets are
being produced per month, although this is
still below the maximum attainable. Every
batch of pills undergoes quality control tests
for assay, disintegration, waeight variation,
friability and hardness.

Detailed’ records are kept of all the
pharmaceuticals, dressings, syringes,
surgical instruments and hospital supplies
used by the health service. Overthe last few
years the pharmacy has drawn up an
Essential Drug List, reducing the number of
drugs used. Guidelines were taken from
WHO considering such factars as safety,
quality, efficacy, cost, disease pattern etc.
By concentrating on a basic list, scarce
resources can be used more efficiently,
donors can see what is needed, and therais
a higher chance of covering the baianced
range represented by the full list.

The Essentiai Drug List runs to 187 items.
14 different tablets have been produced so
far and it is planned 1o expand this range to
32 in the near future. Capsule produgtion of
three types of antibiotic startedthis year. itis
anticipated that 14 million capsules of
Tetracyclin, Ampicillin and Chioramphenicol
will be produced annuaily. This will hugely
increase the capacily to freat infectious
diseases.

Drug production has. not soiely

-concentrated on modern medicine. A

survey is underway investigating Eritrea's
traditional medicines and the potential of
local plant resources. Some samples have
been coilected, such as, senna (a laxative)
which is prevalent in the base area, and
atropine {(a detoxicant and useful for
treatment of gastric ulcers).. At the
pharmacy there is an Ointment, Solution
and Syrup section which was the first
production unit, providing various

medicines made mainly from local sources.

FILLING INFUSION BAGS.

Expansion in production has brought with
it staff increases. From an initial 14
pharmacists, there is now a staff of 62 and
this number will continue to grow. At least
30% of the staff are women. Training, as in
all areas of Eritréa’s work, is of high priority.
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Classes are taken sacn morning by the
staff. and they rest in the afternocon before
starting production work at Spm. There are
two training courses at present. one to be a
pharmacy dispenser and a maore advanced
course to be a pharmacy technician.
Courses last between three and six months
and are taught by pharmacists within the
Department.

Since the early days (only four years agoi
of aiming {0 suppiv just the CentraiHospita:.
this industry is now disinbuting medicines to
eight regionat hospitals, scores of heaith
centres and ciinics and over 40 mobiie
health teams. Achievement such as this is
outstanding, especially when it has been
developed using minimai resources in an
area deeply affected by war and drought
The deveiopment of the drug production
unit will continue apace f not hindered by
lack of resources. Foresight has led the
Eritreans to create a policy framework for a
fuli-scale, commercial arug industry, whicn
would biossom fuity after the war . {tis hoped
that Phass One wiil be ccmpiete by 1380
Apart from those enterprises aireadv
started, there are pians for production of
gauze. bandage and cotton: improved
packaging: a medicinal herp garden: and a
fully equipped microbiological faboratory

HISTORY & OBJECTIVES
OF ERA

The Eritrean Reiief Association (ERA) was
created in 1975 by a group of Eritreans
concerned with the plight of their
compatriots. It is- a non-political, non-profit
making, private voluntary organisation
engaged in humanitarian work inside Eritrea
and among refugees abroad. |t is the only
humanitarian agency with direct access to
those areas of Eritrea - more than 85% -
under the control of the independence
movement. In Sudan ERA works among
Eritrean refugees. This agency is registered
with the governments in the countries in
which it operates and contributions may be
tax deductable according to the specific
rules and regulations in the country from
which such funds originate. Details will be
supplied upon request.

ERA’s goal is to provide for the needs of
victims of war and naturai disaster, whether
inside Eritrea or in neighbouring countries as
refugees. ERA seeks to achieve this goal
through pursuing the following objectives:

B publicising the plight of displaced and
affected people and Eritrean refugees;

B soiliciting reilef aid from humanitarian
organisations, governments and
individuals;

B distributing such relief aid fairly and
equitably according to need;

M ensuring that the rights of Eritrean
refugees are respected and protected:

| undertaking development and

rehabilitation projects that assist

- displaced and affected people and

refugees to achieve a self-reliant
existence;

B assisting in creating a favourable socio-
economic climate within Eritrea as a
means of stemming the outflow of
people encouraging the return of
refugees to Eritrea.

To achieve these objectives ERA
sponsors activities and programmes among
needy people inside Eritrea and among
refugees in Sudan. Most of ERA’s activities
are among the former and the provision of
relief assistance for the war and dsgught
victims inside Eritrea still constitutes ERA’s
major activity.

THE ERITEARK PEOPLE'S LIBERATION STRUGGLE IS THE LONGEST IN AFRICA

The people have
colossal
self-reliance in

transformations.
rights to hold land,

significantly,

different periods, by both superpovers.

the Eritean peaple have a

fought against an "AFRICAN" colonizer backed at
The price paid has been
in both human and material fterms, but the commitment to their
right to self-determination and liberation remained undeminished.
process of thelr struggle,

In the
ttempted to develop

a hostile environment, undertaking a number of social
They have istituted land reform, gu

aranteed women's

organized a national primary health care programme
and established a new and more relevant educational system.
in the liberated areas which constitute 80% of Eritrea

Most

the Eritrean Peoples Liberation Front has organized the people up to the
level of village and regional assemblies which have the right to take

political, judicial and community decisions.

These

excercised through a democratic process.

SOURCE ABBREVIATIONS

ST - The Sunday Times
Tl - The Island

IW - India Weekly

TH - The Hindu
cSO - Sunday Observer
Fl. - TFront lLine

IT - India Today

[B - India Abroad

The Way Forward

The Eritrean people resorted to armed
struggle for liberation only after all
attempts to achieve a political solution
had failed. Even now, to the Eritrean
people, it is stifl a valid option. Since

November 1980 the EPLF proposed that a

referendum be held under the auspices of
the United Nations or Organization of
African Unity to allow the Eritrean people
to choose between regional autonomy
within Ethiopia, federation with Ethiopia
or independence. The military junta has
not yet taken it seriously. It still remains,
encouraged by its patron, committed to a
military solution.

The UN had a responsibility to deal with
appeals submitted by the Eritrean people

about Ethiopian violations of the terms set

forth in the Federal Resolution which
recognized the Eritrean right to self-
determination. The UN did not intervene
when Ethiopia forcibly annexed Eritrea in
1962. Therefore the responsibility lies

rights are

squarely with the UN. It can still
intervene.

All historical facts and international law
support the Eritrean people's cause of
freedom. The Eritiean case is a corner-
stone to peace in the Horn of Africa,

Eritrea must be free!!!!

> ot : B
‘Challenge Road’ — Part of EPLF’s thousands
of miles of newly constructed road system
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amriesty
international

INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT
-1 Easton Streel London WC1X 8DJ.
United Kingdom

ASA 37/17/817 17 December 1987

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL STATEMENT ON THE SITUATION IN SRI LANKA WITH RESPECT
TO THE RETURN OF TAMILS TO SRI LANKA.

Since the 29 July Indo-Sri Lankan agreement, Amnesty International
has kept the situation of members of the Tamil community in Sri Lanka under
constant review. The agreement incorporates provisions that the Indian and
Sri Lankan governments will ensure the safety of Tamils and others living
in the north and east.

Some provisions of the agreement are in the process of being
implemented but there is delay in the implementation of others. For
example, the State of ‘Emergency remains in force all over Sri Lanka, ~
despite a provision in the agreement that it would be 1ifted in the north
and east by 15 August. Furthermore, the release program of prisoners
announced by the government has not been fully implemented. Despite a
provision in the agreement for the disbanding of the Home Guards, who along
with the Special Task Force have been reported responsible for
extrajudicial ki1lings and for “"disappearances”, 650 of which have been
recorded by Amnesty International to date, Amnesty International
understands that many of its members still continue to operalte in eastern
Sri Lanka, especially in the Trincomalee area. At the same time, the
current fighting between Tamil militants and the Indian Peace Keeping Force
in the north and east of Sri Lanka raises fresh concerns about the safety
and security of the Tamil population as a whole.

In the present circumstances, therefore, it is not clear to what'extent
the accord's provisions will be implemented and there must be considerable
uncertainty about the safety of Tamils in, and returning to Sri Lanka. -

In view of the present uncertain situation, Amnesty International
considers it 1s reasonable to conclude that the conditions do not yet exist
for the safe return to Sri Lanka of members of the Tam11 comnunity now
abroad, at least for the time being.

% 01-833 1771 Telegrams: Amnesty London WC1 Telex: 28502

JAmnesly inter 118 anind dent worldwide movement NO""ﬂn "'wl'lll"y lor the release ol alt prisoners of conscience. lair and prompl trials
lor pohtical prisoners and an end to loriure and it d by d lrom it and supportars Invoughoul the world. It has
lormal relations wilh the United Nauans, Unasco, the (‘.ounal ol Ewropa, the Organization ol Alrican Unity and the Organizalion of Amencan Slales.
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