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. MEWS ANQ YVIEWS IN MASS MERIA'

This 1s an attempt to provide an account
of the current .situation in our homeland.
We have collected these news and views
from a variety of newspapers and
magazines. We hope that this will help
our . readers to get most of the
Information 'necessary to understand the
conditions prevailing in our country.
Almost all of them are just mere copies
of theilr orginals. We have provided only
an opportunity for an easy access to
them. Therefore, by no means, they give
our own oplnjion. Instead, they will only
help the reader to look at the different
aspects of the current situation.
" 7

While our people are suffering. we hear
lots of nice-sounding pronouncements made
by the governments of Sri lanka and
India, which suggest that they have
sympathy for our cause. But do we know
their actual desire? This is the time to
be more vigilant so that no one cheats us
the victory we <deserve.  Our courage,
determination and sacrifices of the past
should not be allowed to amount ¢%o
nothing. The blood of our -people should
not have been shed in vain.

Finally 1t will be of no use 1f we Jjust
know the truth, without showing an
interest to relieve the suffering of our’
people. Therefore, we will be satisfied
if this could help you, as a supplement,
to <clarify different issues and to think
the feaslble ways to go forward in the
process of our struggle to -achieve self-
determination, freedom and peace.

Ve welcome

your suggestions and
constructive criticisms.

BACK COVER: The sources utilised to
prepare this lssue.

_ pbips Cadlu euamd Fiellgael




www.tamilarangam.net

id fo deal?
LTTE bid for secret deal:

Tamil militants have been talking secretly to certain “If this is true, Sri Lanka and the LTTE should
members of the Sri Lankan Government, but any jointly demand that the IPKF should withdraw”, Mr.
attempt to circumvent India would not be accepted, bixit added.
the Indian High Commissioner, Mr. J. N. Dixit, said
here on Saturday. Mr. Dixit said according to reports received by

"No unilater_a?l decision by any part?/ can be impos- him, some of the proposals being discussed were
ed suddenly on India. which has lost nearly 400 that the LTTE would vacate all claims to the Eastern
soldiers”, he told reporters here. But., he said the Province and move to the North, in return for being
Sri Lankan President, Mr. Junius Jayewardene, was allowed to set up an interim administration there
not involved in any negotiations with the Liberation for a period of three to five years without holding
Tigers of Tamil Eelam. elections. The Eastern Province would be divided

“We are taken aback”, he said, referring to the into Sinhala, Tamils and Muslim areas under the pro-
alleged talks between the dominant Tamil militant posals, he said.
group and certain members of the Sri Lankan Govern- There_was no immediate reaction from the Sri
ment whom he did not identify. Lankan Government, but Mr. Dixit, who met Mr. Jaye-

While the discussions between LTTE and the Sri wardene yesterday, said both New Delhi and Colom-
Lankan Go\r/‘emment leaders h?‘d be?an g&ingDon. LTTdE bo were committed to the Indo-Sri Lanka peace pact.
emissaries had been meeting him also. Mr. Dixit said. , . . - .

He had also received a telggram calling for a three- Aﬂ:hle ti" Lgnilgan I\Ilan%na:_Secunty Minister, Mr. Lalith
day cease-fire by the IPKF. ulathmudali, told Parliament yesterday that the

Mr. Dixit said Is being bandied about i LTTE was having informal talks with Indians in Colom-

r. Uit sald proposais Deing bandiea about in bo and the Sri Lankan Government”. but gate no
the alleged talks amounted to “scaling down™ Tamil details -
aspirations. "Some of the proposals are extraordi- ’ v
narz," he said. Mr. Dixit said all parties involved in the agreement,

‘Proposals”: The LTTE had been told (by the Sri including India, would have to agree to end the fight-
Lankan Government) it would have to “vacate” the ing between the IPKF and the LTTE. An indefinite
island’s East, but could keep arms in the North and hunger-strike by two Tamil women in Eastern Batticz-
run the local administration there without facing any loa district would not force India to order a ceasefire
elections, he said. against the LTTE, he said.

- Name Games
® Sometimes, South

OPERATIONS IN EAST

Indian troops continued their search operations in
Batticaloa yesterday to neutralise the Tamil Tigers in
what appears to be the fina!l phase to clear the decks
for political devélopments.

Friday's house-to-house searches by heavily armed
Indian troops, some of them drawn from crack units
specially ferried from India for the operation, which
netted 97 suspected hardcore Tigers, were extended
yesterday as the military manoeuvres intensified, in-
formed sources said.

-Little or no direct confrontation between the Indian
troops on the offensive and Tigers was reported as the
separatists resorted to the classic guerrilla tactic of
melting away into the jungles ahead of the search
operations.

While Batticaloa town area was the centre of con-
centration at the beginning of operation cleanup, In-
dian troops were deployed north of Ampara and have
been conducting searches in Kalmunai, Akkaraipattu
and some other areas, ‘

Batticaloa residents said 1,500 to 2,000 Tamils
some carrying rice in plastic bags and water in
whisky bottles, lined up at the town’s stadium on
Sunday to let an informer attempt to spot Tiger
rebels.

Five men suspected of belonging to the group
were detained after the informer, hidden inside a
tent in the stadium, pointed them out to Indian

military officials during an identification parade.

A thousand soldiers were seen walking on Sunday
morning near the lagoon dividing the town of 150,
000 people. The soldiers fanned out into groups of
six to 15 men each.

“Our group has completed 55 houses today,” said
one Indian searcher. Another said there were about
20 search teams spread out in the town.

16,000 Indian troops

Nine LTTE targets in the Trincomalee district and
six in the Batticaloa district had been earlier identified
and Indians have been pouring in troops to take these
targets through a ‘saturation’ strategy.

About 16,000 Indian troops have been thrown into
the opcration in the east and another brigade was aue
to be deployed in Vavuniya yesterday.

While military analysts said it was difficult to esti-
mate the strength of the Tiger fighting units in the east
because they kept fluctuating, they were concerned
that the Tigers might retreat to the Trincomalee district
and attack isolated villages there.

The ‘tongue’ of land between the Batticaloa and
Trincomalee districts provides an escape route and if
the Tigers decide to pull back from the Batticaloa area
they could begin looking for civilian targets to hit back
at in anger.

Block's sensitivity to public
opinion in Tamil Nadu on its
Sri Lanka policy can take the
most ridiculous forms. Since
July 29, when Indian troops
first set foot on Sri Lankan soil,
they have been officially re-
ferred to as the [ndian Peace
Keeping Force (1pkF). But sud-
denly, Doordarshan and All
[ndia Radio have started refer-
ring to the 1Pkr as'the Peace
Keeping Force (pkF). The rea-
son, however, Is disappoin-
tingly banal. Some bright
spark’ in the Ministry of In-
formation and Broadcasting
pointed out that ipks, when
translated into Tamil, sound-
ed “more poetic” and less sin-
Ister without the prefix. The
Tamil translation of exr Is
PaduKappu Padai whereas 1pke
translates into Bharata Padul
appu Padai. On such minor
Issues is policy made.

But that is not the end of
the re-christening. Now, the
Indian Army top brass has
suggested another change of
name. They would prefer it to
be called the Accord Imple-
mentation Force since they
view that as their primary role
in the troubled island.
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Bid to join Police

16 Tigers
held

By Premakumar
Ra japakse

The Indian Peace
Keeping Forces took
into custody in Vavu-
niya Friday . 16 sus-
pected Tigers who were
coming to Colombo- to
appear for interviews
for the recruitment of
Police personnel for the
Provincial Police Force,
Police sources told the
Sunday Times.

Police had received
nearly 40,000 applica-
tions following the
gazette notification call-
ing for applications for
the Provincial Police
Force. Senior police
officers fear that there
could be many mem-
bers of the
among the applicants.

Police had received
information regarding
the 16 suspected Tigers
from other applicants
from the North. They
are now being interro-
gated at the Vavuniya
army camp.

Explosives
dumped

Giving de-
tails of opecrations in
Jaffna, official sources
said that on information
received from three cap-
tured LTTE terorists,

Indian troops. unearthed .

a cache of weapons at
Tellipalai  comprising
three AK 47 rifles, thrce
AK MS rifles, one MMG
7.62, three SLR (lost by
IPKF), 400 .03 rounds
belted, 400 7.62 rounds
belted, 500 7.62 rounds
and two AK47 maga-
zines.

Three killed

Three civilians were
reported killed in Kal-
munai yesterday morning
when LTTE attacked an
IPKF patrol which was
taking a LTTE suspect
for questioning.

LTTE"

IPKF pincer probe Vavuniya

Indian troops yesterday prepared for a third major thrust against the LTTE,
this time in the Vavuniya district, on the border of the north-central and

northern provinces.

Heavy troop movements in this sector were re-
ported yesterday. There were indications that the
IPKF was receiving further reinforcements, to en-
sure that this operation continued simultaneously,
with no troop withdrawals from the eastern pro-
vince where a massive search was reported to be still
in progress yesterday.

On Saturday, LTTE gunmen killed a member of
the left-wing Eelam People’s Revolutionary Libe-

ration Front (EPRLF) in Vavuniya district, the
spokesman said, adding the Tigers also killed social
worker, Shanmugam in Jaffna overnight.

Also in Vavuniya, 10 members of the People's
Liberation Organisation of Tamil Eelam (PLOT)
were arrested by the Indjans Saturday shortly after
three other PLOT men were handed over to the
by.local officials. -

IPKF poised for B’caloa thrust

With all evidence indicative of an imminent,
major anti-terrorist thrust by Indian troops in the
Batticaloa district, civilian apprehension mounted
to fever pitch in the more thickly populated areas of
the town yesterday.

Military sources in Colombo, who confirmed that
a major action was being planned by the IPKF,
were certain however that fears expressed by civi-
lians of a repetition of the hardships experienced in
Jaffna last October, were largely unfounded.

“There can be no comparison between the two
districts. The density of population in Jaffna is
nearly four times higher than in Batticaloa. ' If
anyone has cause to be apprehensive it should be
the Indians themselves”, a military observer said.

Although the warring LTTE and EROS cadres
out in tlfe.2,464-square kilometers of Batticaloa
district have Jost a formidable quantity of their
arms and’ ammunition to searching Indian troops,
the landmine is still a major factor to be reckoned
with, observers said. .

Officials said the IPKF, which has been in re-

House-to-house search

Sri Lankan security forces yesterday began a
systematic house-to-house search for Tamil sep-
aratist subversives in Colombo, following intellig-
ence reports that a number of the senior cadre of
the LTTE had fled to the metropolis, evading arrest
by the Indian peace-keeping forces in the east.

Officials said their information indicated that the
LTTE cadres in Colombo had brought their arms
with them, and a close search was therefore neces-
sary. '
In an official release yesterday, the government
called on all youth from the north and east who

15 Tamil males rounded up

gular consultation with Colombo, has expressed a
nigh degree o1 mindfulness for the satety of the
civilian population should an all-out-campaign be
mounted against terrorism. - .

Batticaloa district measures to 2,464-square ki-
Jometers in comparison to Jaffna’s 2,072%q. k.m.
Jaffna’s population however is around 830,000, as
against Batticaloa’s 331,000.

Population density in Jaffna is 400 per sq. km. to
Batficaloa’s 104 per sq. km.

Citizens contacted on the telephone yesterday
voiced tising fears of a full scale thrust which they
believe will be launched *‘any moment now’.
Troop deployments and the steady drone of Indian
aircraft arriving and departing from the Batticaloa
airstrip with increasing frequency in the last 48
hours or more, providgd evidence of a major rein-
forcement of the 8,000-odd I'KF force in the sec-
tor.

Military observers acknowledged that reinforce-
ments were being flown into Batticaloa - “but not
on the exaggerated scale some people have clai-
med”, an official said.

for Tigers in Colombo

have taken up tcmporary residence in the city of
Colombo, to call at the nearest police station or Red
Cross centre for protection:

“The government will provide food and accom-
modation and ensure their protection till such time
as the situation in the northern and eastern districts
of the island normalises”, the release said.

The release said that the presence of a large
number of youth who had sought safety in Col-
.ombo had come to light during the investigation of
several acts of violence which occurred recently in
south Sri Lanka.

Fifteen Tamil males
from the north and east
of the island who could
not explain their presence
in Colombo were round-
ed up by the Wellawatte
Police on Friday night.

According to Chief
Inspector Lalith Lekam-
ge, OIC of Wellawatte
Police the .men, between

the ages of 20 to 40 years
were rounded up from a
lodge and boarding hou-
ses in Boswell Place,
Nelson Place and W. A.
Silva Mawatha. None of
them had registered
themselves with the au-

thorities as requested
sometime ago.

Detectives are now

questioning them to as-
certain whether any of
them have any connec-
tions with the LTTE and
have sneaked into Col~
ombo to escape the
ongoing IPKF operations
against terrorists in the
north and east.

UNPer shot

A prominent suppor-
ter of the United
National Party a male
nurse was shot dead at
Blackpool, =~ Nuwara
Wliya on Friday night.
He was feeding his dog
when ke was shot dead.
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70,000 IPKF troops to
saturate Nerth and East

By J.S. Tissainayagam

The strength of the
IPKF in the Northen
and Eastern Provinces
is to be boosted to ab-
out 70,000 this month,
according to informed
sources.

Planes flew in IPKF
troops into Batticaloa
following what is de-
scribed as an all out
offensive against the Li-
beration  Tigers of
Tamil Eelam in the Bat-
ticaloa and Amparai
districts, sources told
the Sunday Times.

Up to thirty thousand
troops are now in the
Eastern Province in the
wake of a policy of
saturation to flush out
the LTTE there. The
saturation policy was
also carried out in the

northern  areas %0
achieve the same pur-
pose.

Meanwhile the Li-
beration Tigers of

Tamil Eelam killed a
girl of ten years in Sat-
turukondan one mte
north of Batticaloa on
Friday. On Friday two

-people were killed in

Arandichenai when the
IPKF retaliated after
two of their men were

. killed by -3 landmine.

* LTTE in

*ing to

Batticaloa citizens
expect the IPKF to
launch a Jaffna style
operation against the
the East
soon. In a bid to pre-
vent large scale suffer-
the civilian
population 500 women
belonging to the Batti-
caloa Mothers Front
are staging a fast and
- prayer campaigr: call-

ing on the LTTE and
the IPKF to observe
an immediate cease-
fire as the first step
towards arriving at a
peaceful solution, Bat-
ticaloa citizens com-
mittee sources said.

The Indian Peace
Keeping Forces (IPKF)
moved into -the Battica-
loa hospital a few days
ago and are in. occupa-
tion of the hospital
now. Troops are patrol-
ing the corridors and
are stationed outside

wards of the hospital

Indians want to get the
hell out of here’

National Security Minister Mr Lalith
Athulathmudali and Mahaweli and Land
Minister Mr Gamini Dissanayake accom-
panied President Jayewardene on his
recent trip to India as Chief Guest at the
Republic Day celebrations. They had
important discussions with Indian lead-
ers and officials and Vijitha Yapa sought
their views on what implications there
are as a result of the trip and tke
discussions. .

Q. Some have criticised the recent visit as a vassal
state paying tribute to India.

LA - No way. It was an honour on Sri Lanka. No Sri
Lanka leader has been honoured like this on India’s
biggest day.

The visit has helped to create better understand-
ing and better apprecation of what can be done
militarily and otherwise. There is a sense of urgency"

on both sides. There is conviction that ultimately

what is néeded is an activation of the political
process.-. -
G.D- A vassal state is an anglophile concept. It is not
manifest in the eyes and minds of the people. Some
were expecting the US to bail us out even though
they were not interested in Trincomalee. The
Americans are no fools to get involved in “bush
wars’ to borrow a phrase from Henry Kissinger. So
are we to presume that being a vassal - of US would
have been OK? '

No, India is our neighbour and whatever the

party, whichever the Government, no one denied
that good relations with India was a key factor.

Trinco is no longer the important port it was in
the second world war. It is good if you are fighting a
traditional war. But who fights wars with 200 or 300
naval craft today? Its anachronistic to think of
Trinco for a strategic war. One doesn't become a

" vassal state merely because one enters into an

agreement. Does an agreement with the Maldives

_make it a vassal state of Sri Lanka? No.

Sri Lanka cannot spend large sums on defence.

We can't afford it. This is why a reciprocal
agreement with India will be helpful. India is willing
to structure a treaty with reciprocity.
Q. Was the President able to give a detailed picture
of the situation in the island? Has the Indian
perception of the complexities of the Sri Lanka
situation changed?

L.A. India now talks of the aspirations of ail Sn
Lankans, which is a good thing. The President did
give the full picture and Rajiv Gandhi now knows
the intricacies. What was seen.merely as a Tamil
problem has now become more complex and more

- difficult. The Muslim factor, the Indian factor, the

JVP factor... -

G.D. India looking at only the Tamil aspirations was
a more recent phenomenon. There have been issues
before, like the disfranchisement of the upcountry
Tamils in the early fifties, etc. where they felt it was
an issue for Sri Lankans to solve. But the nexus
commenced in the last few years. One was the MGR
factor. The other was the TULF leadership deciding
to go to Madras and openly saying that they wanted
the Government of India to guarantee their secur-
ity. This is also why Prabhakaran was accepted.
(Continued on page 16

5390 new
settlers
in East

A total of 5,390 Sinhz-
la families other than
those displaced in the re-
cent disturbances will te
settled in the Trincomalee
and Batticaloa districts in
the next few months.

“Mahaweli Develop-
ment Minister Gamin: -
Dissanayake told the
Sunday Times that this
would be done with the
full knowledge and ap-
proval of the Indian go-
vernment. [t was one of
the issues on which
agreement was reached
during the recent visit to
New Delhi by President
J.R. Jayewardene ¥

Apart from persons
displaced by the recent
violence in the Eastern
province, the new en-
trants who will be drawn
from al! ethnic communi-
ties, will be settled under
the Mahaweli Develop-
ment Programme. A total
of 31.390 new families
are to be settled in systems
A.B. and D, in the Trin-
comalee and Batticaloa
districts.

Of new allotments,
17,000 will be for Tamils
and 8,100 for Muslims.
The 5,390 new Sinhala
families being resettled.
therefore comprise only
17% of the total of 31,390
new families being re-
settled in the Trincomalee
and Batticaloa districts.

The settlement of new
families is expected to
take place along with the
resettlement of displaced
persons who anow live in
refugee camps. Of a total -
of 101,480 new allot-
ments in the dry zones
26,980 are for Tamils and
Muslims.

IPKF Kkills a
LTTE leader

Prasad. a-high rank-

ing LTTE léader be-

longing to the organisa-
tion’s political wing was
killed in an encounter
with the IPKF at Chulli-
purum in Jaffna yester-
day. Arms and
ammunition were reco-
vered from him.
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LTTE ready

for talks

The Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam are
prepared for negotia-
tions with either the Sni
Lankan or Indian Gov-
ernments following an
unconditional ceasefire,
said Sitta the leader of
the political wing of the
LTTE in Batticaloa.

He told the Sunday
Times that the LTTE
envisaged a three stage
process to establish
peace in the troubled
Northem and Eastern
regions. The first step
would be the estab-
lishing of a ceasefire
without conditions
which would have to be
honoured by both sides.

This would be fol-
lowed by setting into
motion a process of
direct negotiations be-
tween the LTTE and
any government that
was prepared to have
discussions with them.
These talks wit not be
conducted through
mediators he said. iIn

these discussions among
other things the future
role of the Indian Peace
Keeping Forces and of
bringing .the IPKF be-
fore a court or tribunal
of inquiry to answer
charges of torture, loot-
ing. rape etc. could be
discussed.

During the discus-
sions the final stage of
the process of setting up
an Interim Advisory
Council of twelve mem-
bers could be negoti-
ated. The twelve mem-
bers would comprise
seven of the LTTE one
of the EROS one from
the TULF and others to
represent government
interests. The Council
would e similac to the
onc pruposed by the
LTTE before the IPKF
offensive in October
last vear. However, the
militant  organisations
which had accepted the
Peace Accora would be
excluded from the seats
in the Council, he said.

New law to cover
emergency rules

By Romesh Fernando

The government is
considering the enact-
ment of new national se-
curity legislation incorpo-
rating emergency regula-
tions in respect of arrests,
the detention of persons,
and procedures related to
court trials. A senior Go-
vernment Minister {fold
the “Sunday Times” that
the new law would cover
emergenicy situations such
as riots, ethnic clashes and
insurgent activity. At

present, once the state of .

emergency lapsed, eme-
gency regulations related

to court procedure, deten- -

tions and arrests cease to

operate. Informed sources
said it had been found ne-
cessary to incorporate
emergency regulations
governing arrests, deten-
tions and court procedure
in the permanent laws of
the country.

At present emergency
regulations are made
under the Public Security
Ordinance provided for
Article 155 of the Consti-
tution. The government is
examining the.provisions
on Public Security set out
in chapter 18 of the Con-
stitution which may have
to be amended if the new
national security law is to
be enacted, these sources
said.

De Mel May Enter Race

COLOMBO — Sharp differences have
split the ruling United National Party
(UNP) as it is preparing to seek a popular
mandate for the India-Sri Lanka pact on
Feb 18.

Ever since the accord was signed by
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Presi-
dent Junius Jayewardene on July 29,
there have been differences in the party.
They came into sharp focus during a
debate on the accord in Parliament on
Jan. 21.

Prime Minister R. Premadasa openly
criticized the Indian Peacekeeping Force
(IPKF) and made a number of allegations
of excesses committed by it.

Don’t Need Stepfathers
- Premadasa said, “The people of the

North and East (Tamils) who at one time )

condemned the actions of the Sri Lankan
security forces are today saying that they
need ‘fathers’ and not ‘stepfathers’, im-
plying that they wanted Sri Lankan
security forces and not the IPKF”

He referred to a case of a 79-year-old
woman having been raped in the Tamil-
dominated northern part of the nation.

“1 do not have words to describe that
act” he said. “After incidents of that
nature, the people are asking for ‘fathers’,
They have experienced the treatment
meted out by ‘'stepfathers. ”

The National Security Minister, Lalith
Athulathmudali, 'who opposed
Premadasa at one time, used harsher
words not orlv against the IPKF but also
against the sponsors of the India-Sri
Lanka accord.

Security Forces Lauded

Without naming individuals, he said
“Mahadanamutta” (foolish pandit or
*Popat Rajah”) was critical of our forces,
while The New York Times in a writeup
had lauded Sni Lanka's security forces for
their bravery.

Athuiathmudali alleged that the
“achievements of our forces™ had afford-
ed the Indians a chance to step in.
“Mahadanamutta” at one stage told the
President that he himself had invited the
Indian forces to Sri Lanka, he said.

He alleged that the person tried to act
over the head of the President. “Maybe
he had dreams about being President,
but there were village lads who put up
a good fight to save the country”

Obviously he was referring to the
resignation of Ronnie De Mel as Finance
Minister on Jan. 18.

The resignation of De Mel has pro-
mpted opposition speculation that he
might be fielded as a ruling party can-
didate for the presidential election with
India’s backing.

The official organ of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party called it a “conspiracy”

by the ruling United National Party to
“pull the carpet from under the feet of
Prime Minister Ranasingh Premadasa.”

The paper, Dinarasa, said in its lead
story that two strong supporters of
Premadasa — Colombo District Minis-
ter Mallawarachi and Colombo Mayor

"Cooray — were not renominated to the

UNP's working committee to prevent
Premadasa’s name being proposed as
presidential candidate.

The working committee is likely to
decide on the party candidate to succeed
Javewardene for the presidential election
scheduled for December.

According to an opposition MP, De
Mel's candidacy has the full backing of
India. He pointed out that the Indian
High Commissidner, Jyotindra Nath Dix-
it, had a three-hour session with De Meli
on the day before the resignathg@ was an-
nounced.

Meanwhile a controversy has arisen
over De Mel's performance as Finance
Minister during his 10-vear tenure.

While he boasted of the large volume
of foreign aid. in his farewell address to
the employees of his ministry. several rul-
ing party politicians, who wished to re-
main anonymous. said that securing
foreign loans and grants were not a great
achievement.

They said that De Mel had failed to
keep his promise to make the Sri Lanka
rupee one of the strongest currencies in
the world. In the past decade. the Sn
Lanka rupee had depreciated by nearlv
100 percent against the United States
doliar.

In another development, the Sn
Lankan Parliament on Jan. 22 passed the
provincial election bill by an overwhelm-
ing majority. paving the way for early elec-
tions to the proposed council under the
India-Sni Lanka accord.

Replying to the debate on the bill, the
Lands Development Minister, Gamini
Dissanayake. said the measure provided
an opportunity to the people of the North
and East to elect their representatives.

In Vicw of Sacrifices

He said certain organizations had said
that in recognition of the sacrifices made
by the people of these areas they should
be afforded this opportunity.

Dissanayake. who gave a detailed ex-
planation, said a country like Sri Lanka
could not afford to spend huge sums of
money on war even if victory was assured
at the end. Therefore, a political solution
had to be found. he added.

He said the government was ready to
hold talks with any organization that was
prepared to accept the peace accord and
lav down its arms.
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Niranjan’s arrest
cripples LTTE
arms run east

The LTTE's main arms supply line to the east
crumpled on Friday with the arrest of the group’s
commander of this area - Joseph Kingsley alias
_Niranjan, reports said.

Niranjan, according to intelligence reports, was
responsible for the ferrying and distribution of the
LTTE armoury from points on the northern and
eastern coastline to camps on the main front. He
fell into IPKF hands by a pure stroke of luck, an
official said.

The 27-year-old militant was hiding in a house in
Batticaloa and peeped cut just as an Indian search
“'patrol passed by. They called him out the moment
he was spotted and Niranjan, who believed he had
been identified. called out: ‘Don't shoot! [ am Ni-
ranjan". ‘

Soon after he was apprehended, Niranjan made
an attempt to reach for his cyanide capsule, but an
Indian soldier seized him by both wrists.

Born in Jaffna but educated in Batticaloa, Ni-
ranjan is known to be fluent in Sinhala, Tamil,
English and German.

Other important members of the LTTE's front-
line, now captured, include Ponnadurai Wijeyan, a
law student who has acted as the group’s chief in-
doctrinator in recruiting camps, and Ratnaiyah
Narendrakumar, believed to have been Batticaloa
town leader Sitta’s second in command.

Interrogation of these key men led to the dis-
covery of a number of sizeable arms caches in the
Kalkudah sector of Batticaloa. reports said.

Sri Lankan Forces
to guard villages

' While the Indian troops will be deployed in numbers
over u wide area which will be under review, Sri
Larkan troops will provide static security to villages
particularly in the Eastern Province to guard them
ugm'nst separatist attacks, the sources said.

* Adready lecal troops in battalion strength is being
moved out and around 20 villages particularly in the
Trincomalee district are being provided protection.

1tis expected that two more battalions of Sri Lankan
‘troops will be deployed to guard the villages from
where thousands of residents fled after the Tamil
Tigers re-luunched hit-and-run raids late last year.

Thousands of Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim residents
who fled later said they would return only if Sri

Lankan troops provided them with sccurity.

‘Return of refugees

“Since the return of “refugees™ to their original sett-
lements is a precondition for the holding of the Pro-
vincial Council elections, it was agreed between Sri
Lanka and India that Sri Lunkan troops be deployed to
protect villages.

Under wne tndo-Sri Lanka Peace Accord. the local
troops were confined to barracks while the Indian
soldiers took over the task of disarming the Tamil

B'caloa mothers

launch fast

Hundreds of onlookers, mostly
women of the ‘Mother's Front', in Batticaloa town
today began an indefinite relay fast demanding an
immediate ceasefire between Indian troops and the
LTTE. The front. known to be sympathetic to the
militants, also pressed for resumption of negotiation
with thé LTTE to bring normality back i the North

and East Provinces.

The venue is the Manmagam Pulliyar temple within
the municipal limits of Batticaloa town. — Reuter,
PTI '

Fasting mothers

itical

The health of the
fasting mothers Nesam-
ma and Annamma of
the Batticaloa Mother's
Front continues to be
critical, sources in Bat-
ticloa told the Sunday
Times

They said they were
very weak and that
“anything can happen
in the next two days”.

The mothers, identi-
fied as voices of mod-
eration trying to bring
about an end to hostili-
ties between the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil
Eelam and the Indian
Peace Keeping Force
was watched” by many

people at Mamang
where they are staging
their fast.

Meanwhile  Indian
officials were getting
ready for the Provincial
Council elections
announced by the Gov-
ernment. The [IPKF
headquarters have been
moved from Mandressa
to the Batticaloa Rest
House and the Indian
Army's Military Police
have taken Mandressa.

Also many of the lar-
ger buildings in Battica-
loa have been taken
over by the IPKF

to house Indian
officials

Tea workers plan
fast today:

Feb. 27. — Hundreds of tea plan-
tation workers in the island will go on a day’s hunger-
strike tomorrow to demand the release of 144 col-
leagues arrested on charges of being linked to Tamil
militants, the organisers said today. - ’

Nearly 3,000 relatives and friénds of the detainees
will stage the 12-hour fast at Talawakele town, 160
km east of Colombo a leader of the Ceylon Workers
Congress, Mr. Chandra Shekharam told AFP by tele-
phone from Talawakele.

separatists and providing security to all communities.

Mobile security for villagers leaving their settlements
on business or work will be provided by both the local
police and the IPKF, sources said.

Some of these details were thrashed out during talks
between Indian and Sri Lankan authorities here and
more recently in New Dethi.

Although many displaced persons have returned to
the Eust, there are still thousands who have to be res-
cttled before elections can be held.

Seminary
take-over

The Batticaloa semi-
nary may be taken over
by election officials
from India.

A source from Batti-
caloa told the Sunday
Times that the negotia-
tions were going on
with the Joint Opera-
tions Command of Sri
Lanka to prevent the
Indians from taking
over the seminary.

- The taking over
of the Catholic Semi-
nary means that up to
forty to fifty students
studying at the semi-
nary would bg dis-

.

_ placed. AlteRrative

accommodation is diffi-
cult to come by since
buildings are not easily
available.

Special
attendants

Injured police officers
who have to be hospi-
talised will be assisted
by special attendants in
hospital. Police say this
has been made neces-
sary by recent events.

-If a police officer is
injured and warded all
that would be needed to
obtain the services of a
special attendaat would
be a certificate from a
medical officer. looking
after the police officer
to the effect that a spe-
cial attendant is neces-
sary.

IN such circumst-
ances the state will bear
the cost of hiring a spe-
cial attendant.

Journalist
released

The IPKF have released
M.S.M. Gopalaratnam,
the editor of ‘Eelamur-
usu’ in Jaffna. His con-
tinued detention since
November was spot-
lighted in the Sunday
Times on January 17
and he was released on
January 25.
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By Qadri Ismail h

It was Che Guevara, no less,who said that a revolu-
tion cannot succeed in a country that is even in some
measure democratic. “It must always be kept in
mind”, he says in his classic ‘Guerilla Warfare’, “that
there is a necessary minimum without which the es-
tablishment and consolidation of the first centre (of
revolt) is not practicable... Where a government has
come to power through some form of popular vote,
fraudulent or not, and maintains at least an appear-
ance of constitutional legality, the guerilla outbreak
cannot be promoted, since the possibilities of peaceful
struggle have not yet been exhausted.”

For those who do not think Che knew what he was
talking about, just a glance at places where revolu-
tions have been successfully carried out will give his
statement the status of fact. For instance, there were
autocratic monarchs in France and Russia; nearer our
own day, there were terrible despots in Nicaragua and
Iran; those governments were all overthrown. On the
other hand, elections have immeasurably set back the
progress of guerillas in El Salvador and the Philip-
pines, who were flourishing under dictatorships. We
will do well, as a people, to keep this in mind. .

Take our own case. Velupillai Prabakaran dates the
beginning of his battle against the state at 1972, with
the promulgation of the First Republican Constitu-
tion. He has said many times that it was only then -
despite ‘Sinhala Only), standardisation and so on in
the preceding vears - that a section of the Tamil youth
decided, with successive parliaments and costitutions
in Colombo only worsening their grievances, they were
forc2d to think in terms of constitutions and parlia-
ments of their own. To Prabakaran’s generation of
Tamil youth, virtually excluded from the system, de-
mocracy became a dirty word.

Peaceful struggle

At that time, just two years after a General Elec-
tion, Prabakaran had negligible support among the
Tamil people. Support which had not increased very
much by 1977, when the Tamil people were granted
a vote. That was the year when, out of deep frustra-
tion, they signalled to the centre that they were pre-
pared to go to the extent of secession if their rights
were not granted. Despite which, nothing much hap-
pened for four years.

Then came the introduction of District Councils.
With it, it seemed the Tamils would be finally granted
a limited amount of control over their own affairs.
But even before they were created, those councils
were not given a chance. The elections for the Jaffna
DDC were disrupted; from there it was only logical
that they would be denied the resources necessary to
function. Many senior Tamil militants put 1981 as the
date when the possibility of peaceful struggle absolute-
ly exhausted itself.

From there, with an insurgency growing steadily, a
major race riot was inevitable. It took just two years
10 occur and predictably swell to bursting point the
ranks of all resistance groups. The DDC election in
Jaffna, net July 1983,was the water-shed. The riots
only convinced the Tamils in the south that they were
not wanted; those in the north and east had been con-
vinced for some time. Thus the process of national
disintegration that commenced in 1947 picked up
pace. It is one of the many nasty ironies of our time
that an external power had to intervene to prevent
this country from bifurcating itself.

~ Gentleman in politics

Ink-blob strategy

At this very moment, that external power is consol-
idating 'its hold over the Northern and Eastern Pro-
vinces. By beginning the second round of its operation
to defang the LTTE in Batticaloa, they prevent access
to the final stretch of beach the Tigers enjoyed. Hav-
ing already lost Valvettiturai (during Vadamaradch-
chi), Mannar north (south is with PLOT) and Mullai-
tivu, the Tigers are no longer in a position to unload
large quantities of arms and ammunition from ships

They will have to melt into the jungles, draw the
Indians into unfriendly terrain and pick them off. In-
dian High Commissioner J.N. Dixit has said to inter-
viewers that the IPKF would not stop at controlling
the'towns and highways but would follow the gueril-
las into the scrub. Alternately, the IPKF could sur-
round and starve the Tigers. Either way, the guerillas,
will try hard to survive until Provincial Council elec-
tions are scheduled and then try even harder to dis-
rupt them.

This will not be very difficult. One of Mr Dixit’s
aims is to get the civil administration, halted since
Thai pongal by the Tiger disruption call, functioning
agam. Mr Duat maybe being a tritle over-optimistic.
A visitor-from Jaffna last week said that the Kachche-
i was functioning there until the killing of the Man-
nar Government Agent, whereupon, through fear, ev-
en Jaffna govermment servants stayed away from
work. This only serves to confirm the view of a top
Marxist Tamil militant that all the Tigers have to do is
wait and kill a few people - something quite easily
done-just before the poll. “Unless you can prevent
communication from village to village,” he said, “this
will make sure that most people will not go to vote.”

Therefore, unless a deal is made with the Tigers,
even after they are militarily broken, they will retain
the capacity to.make a mockery of the elections.
Nominations were called for them this week, but they
cannot be held for some months yet. The pace of the
IPKF's current offensive - intelligently slow, following
the nedr disastrous rush in Jaffna - shows that they
will take time to control the two provinces

.in a three day operation in Batticaloa, they caught
some important leaders and set up fifteen new mini-
camps; then they decided to strengthen before expand-
ing. What military men call the ink-blob strategy.

They will only gradually spread out over the Tamil’

areas. And even Mr Dixit is not sanguine enough to
believe that his army can prevent the occasional
landmine or sniper-assassin. Thus, one can only keep
one’s fingers crossed about peace

And in the south. We may be a long way off from
landmines in the south, but assassins we have plenty.
And the JVP has given us no doubt now that we will
have plenty more. Without much reason, too.

An argument could be made that the JVP felt it
necessary to kill top UNP’ers because they sent the
party underground. Vijaya Kumaranathunga, though,
had done nothing to physically affect the JVP. He was
only a political, an ideological, opponent. By killing
him, a symbol of ethnic unity, the JVP can no longer
pretend that it is not a racist organization - let alone a
democratic one.

This was known by all but the wilfully blind many
months ago. The JVP has now proved something else:
that they do not intend to capture power by convinc-
ing the people of the -supericrity of their ideas. They
do not have any. They intend to capture power by

{Contlnued on page 7

Prisoners

condemn
JVP

A group of political
prisoners  from  the
‘Vikalpa Kandayama’
currently in Welikada
Prison have issued a
statement strongly con-
demning the “brutal
Murder” of the SLMP
leader, Vijaya Kumar-
antunge. It not only
blames the “racist and
fascist” JVP for the kill-
ing but states that the
government must also
take some part of the
fesponsibility because it
did not completely im-
plement the accord.

The statement con-
cludes by urging “all
democratic and prog-

ressive forces toRgpite in
order to politically iso-
late defeat . . . the

forces opposed to peace
and democracy through
the granting of regional
autonomy to the Tamil
people.” '
Uma Maheswaran,
leader of the People’s
Liberation  Organisa-
tion of Tamil Eelam,
came down to Colombo
last week to pay his last
respects to the slain
SLMP leader, Vijaya
Kumaranatunge.

5000 elected
members under
new system

Education,.Employ-
ment and Youth Af-
fairs Minister, Ranil
Wickremasinghe, on
Saturday said that
under the proposed fu-
ture electoral changes
expected to.take effect
soon, there will be
nearly 5000 elected re-
presentatives of the
people in various as-
semblies.

He said there would
be 225 members of
parliament, 225 muni-
cipal councillors, 410
urban councillors, 3695
pradeshiya sabha
members and 445 pro-
vincial council memb-
ers.
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Peace accord
~ with India
will be
re-negotiated

Lakshman Jayakody, SLFP member of
Parliament for Attanagalla and former Deputy
Minister of Defence and External Affairs

The SLFP is conscious of the fact that Sri Lanka
cannot fight India all the time. Certainly not in the
military sense. Before 1977 however we fought with
them on many issues through diplomacy. When the
SLFP was in power our main line of defence was a
balanced foreign policy adhered to by the Bandar-
anaike governments. We were friends with all
including the Western countries.

Our non-aligned stance resulted in Sri Lanka
receiving aid, economic as well as military, from the
United Kingdom, United States, Soviet Union,

"China, India, Pakistan, Egypt, Yugoslavia and a

host ‘of other countries. Today the Western coun-
tries whom we assidj usly courted have ignored our
request for help in the hour of our greatest peril.
Therefore the present has now come to rely solely
on India. )

It is ironical that out foreign policy establishment
considered Tamil Nadu to be more important than
the central government at Dethi. Therefore our
relations with Delhi were neglected with the result
that India did nothing to prevent the terrorist
operating from Tamil Nadu. In the hasty attempt to
improve relations with Dethi we conceded too much
of our freedom of action in the peace accord.

In the exchange of letters between the Sri Lankan
President and the Indian Prime Minister which is

“part of the accord, we bartered away our sovereign-’

ty. Today Trincomalee and other ports in the North
and East are virtually under Indian control. Sr

Lanka cannot take foreign policy decisions in its -

own interest without Indian acquiesence. In the
defence sector also India is now calling the tune.

Very soon in the economic sector too India will
intervene to gain monopoly over various sectors
such as trade and monetary policy. Already there is
a new fiscal policy for Indian goods coming into the
‘country. It is unlikely that Indian interference in our

* internal affairs will stop until we prove that Sri

Lanka is not a threat to India’s security. At present

“our status as a sovereign nation is questioned by the

world. . :

~ The péace accord that we have signed with India

_ also denies the concept of Sri Lankan identity. It is
. acknowledged that Sri Lanka is a multi-lingual,
" multi-religious, society. By this is meant that we are

divided into various communities and groups such
as Sinhala Buddhists, Tamil Hindus, Burgher
Christians and so on. If we are to regain our status
as an independant nation with a foreign policy of
our own we must think as Sri Lankans.

As ‘for the future the SLFP believes that the
strained relations with India must to healed. If the
SLFP is re-elected we will renegotiate the peace
accord to regain our sovereignty. There is however
no need for a friendship treaty. A friendship treaty
with India is needed only if we consider that country
to be an enemy. Perhaps the government should
sign anon-aggfession pact with India if it considers
India an enemy.

Passport rule :
dons may go to court

University staff are
considering taking legal
.action in respect of the
“recent decision of the
government to issue
restrictive passports to
academics - who gr
abroad on scholarships.
The decision was taken
in an effort to check the
‘brain drain.

Professor ~ Osmond
Jayaratne, President of

ombo Teachers Asso-
ciation, said that uni-
versity staff had reacted
strongly to the
announcement. )

He -expressed the
view that the ruling was
an infringement of the
fundamental rights of a
person and that serious
thought was being given
to the question, of
whether. a fundamental
rights case should be

the University of Col- filed.

silencing all those with ideas. Then the only thing left
will be the JVP - and its guns; for the only option left
for Wijeweera now is to kill all those standing in his
way - even if some of them are now his -allies and

sympathisers,
Celluloid hero :

The move to claim responsibility for the killing
through the Deshapremi Janatha Viyaparaya was ex-
tremely smart. Vijay was extremely popular and had
never harmed anyone; people were angry that he was
murdered. Wijeweera turned the tables by calling him
a traitor. Except that,of course, Vijay was one of the few
true patriots this country possessed; he was one of the
fe\sj who, in his person, focussed the desire of the ma-
Jority of people of this country, whatever their race, to
live in ethnic peace. For, if he had died at a time of
peace, all % Lankan political leaders of all communi-
ties wouldn™t be bowing their heads at Independ-
ence Square today.

Sitting outside his house and watching the many _

thousands of mourners pass by, one wondered what
went wrong. The vast majority of those who came to
say goodbye were young. Yes, they came not to salute
a po!itlcal leader, but a celluloid hero; but they came
despite the fact that they may have disagreed with his
politics. Which meant that they did not agree with the
JVP"s politics either. If there are so many young peo-
ple"m this country who have not been corrupted by
Wijeweera, who had the guts to defy his death squatls
and mz;ke the trek to Polhengoda, why are we in such
a mess?

Because the anger will soon pass. And because, ev-
en if someone steps up to pick up the mantle, even if
-she has the charisma and the sincerity and the dedica-
tion, she will not be given the chance to display it.
What this country needs now more than ever is the’
breathing space that only a General Election allows.

Lets us not forget - in our anger or in our fear - that
the JVP is a product of the post-1947 process. Let us
not forget that, if it was not proscribed after the riots
of 1983, things may have turned out very differently.

If ... History has no room for the word in its the-
saurus. This is not the place to discuss the failure of the
left to meet the forces of chauvunism with that of rea-
son. The left was caught in the vice of history,
trapped, and pushed into a blind alley. Its failure can
only be understood in the larger context of the failure
of democracy in this country. Let all that be as it may.
The gentleman in Sri Lankan politics has been killed.
For the crime of threatening to unite this country.

Meanwhile. a meet-
ing of the Sri Lanka
Federation of Universi-
ty . Teachers Associa-
tions, consisting of 22
unions in all nine of the -
country’s universities is
being convened to con-
sider whether legal ac-
tion is necessary.

The University of
Colombo Teachers

" Association, too. is to

summon an emergency
meeting to discuss the
tssue.

The Professor y said
that discriminatiod of
that nature against the
entire university com-
munity was not
appropriate when only
to a certain sector had
flouted the rules.

DJV plan
to attack
green tigers

The Deshapremi
Janatha Viyaparava
plans to organise a cam-
paign of  violence
against the ‘Green Ti:
gers' in the South,
according to secunty
sources.

Leaflets recovered by
a police team Which
raided an insurgent
hideout in Angunukola-
palessa  Monday indi-
cate that the DJV
blames the *Green Ti-
“gers’ for the campaign
against suspected sub-
versives.

Posters with hcad-
ings. such as “Death to
Green Tigers™, “This is

—what happens to Green

Tigers™. and “This is
where the battle against
the ‘Green Tigers' be-
gins”, were found by
police during the raid.
Another set of posters
bearing the slogan “We
salute the Green Ti-
gers™ was also found.
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Keeping alive the spirit of
in......... dependence

celebrations - haven't we seen them one too

_ many times before? So how did they manage

to make this year's pageant seem different, even
quite extraordinary?

Forty years of recurring Independence Day

That slightly dazed expression you noticed on
people’s faces - | attribute it to February Fourth and
the Aftermath. First of all, this has been a most
confusing week. True, we are a country interna-
tionally renowned for its public holidays but this
week takes the cake, so to speak. It even completely
baffled those folks who routinely scan the year
ahead for long weekends.and suchlike for what can
you do with holidays that interject themselves

~ between weekdays so haphazardly?

A new nation

Forty years ago, the Bnritish, having had enough
of eolonial rule to prevent them from ever collecting
together an Empire again, left us. Good. And look
what they gave us - a “unified” country by the name
of Ceylon (which certainly wasn’t our name for
ourselves!), some alien system of government called
a Parliamentary democracy (heaven knew what that
meant as we certainly had no taste of any such thin
when the Brits were here) and a few odds and ends
like Tea, the English Language and some nice
buildings.

What a simply spiffing way to begin a new Nation!
For that, we have been so grateful that we parade
around every February Fourth to keep alive the
spirit of independence in our little hearts. And just
in case the Brits ever doubted the extent of our
jnnovativeness we have gone one better.Or is it two?

Well, no ong calls us ‘Ceylon’ anymore. Even
better, we have completely modified that outmode.d
leftover called Parliamentary Democracy until it
now bears no vestige of British influence at all - so
there!

Sri Lankan identity

Every February Fourth, we pat ourselves on the
back for having got rid of the British. (even though
we know that they didn't really care to stay). We

" also applaud ourselves for having succeeded a few
‘more inches up the greasy pole of nation-building.
Of course, every government has its own definition
_of nationhood. But this year, we may have actually

" caught a glimpse of the top - of the greasy pole, |

mean.

No-one watching the Kotte pageant (which most
of us did, thanks to television) would ever remain in
the dark about that elusive thing called a Sri Lankan
identity. For there on the screen, on float after
float, band after band, troupe after troupe, was
arranged the totality of the Sri Lankan experience.

Gone was the old gung-hoism, the exclusivism,
the chauvinism, the puritanism. In its place was
pluralism, cosmopolitanisin, modernism. From

swashbuckling Arabs, flashing swords and all, ta
breakdance and disco (whatever that means), we
had them all. For isn’t it a truism that a truly living

nation, like a living language, must absorb like a -

sponge in order to stay alive (or stay afloat, I hear
my friends, who suffer from fear of being pushed
into the Indian Ocean, say.)?

So, Ves dancers strode beside ballerinas (who
unfortunately unlike their western counterparts
could not dance and wore socks.}, Kafringa rhythms
blended with nagasalam and East and West'and did
in fact meet in a clashing, blending sort of way.

Now can you understand why the nation is
suffering from Aftermath? We aren’t quite sure
what being a nation means anymore. Nothing seems
to fit with what they've been telling us all these
years. So, what now? Pick up and carry on as if
February 4th, 1988 did not happen? Or wait for
some more pointers on the New ldentity, only in the
future with a little more taste and finesse?

What one missed
in the Parade

On February 4th Sri Lanka celebrated 40 years of
independence from colonial rule. The pageant held that
day had a special section on Disco and Break Dancing
as part of contemporary culture. On the same day
Dhamma Jagoda passed away.

Dhamma tried hard and achieved much success in
combining traditional and modern dance and theatrical
forms. He was among the few responsible for the vitality
of Sinhala theatre in the sixties and the high quality and
basic decency of Rupavahini teledrainas, demonstrating
skill in a medium he had easily mastered. :

His death in the early hours of February 4 may have
spared him the agony of sceing Disco Dancing present-
ed in a Freedom Day parade as a contemporary dance
form in this country.

Vain attempt

We are now used 10 the spectacle of independence
day pageants which use cheap gimmickry and descend
10 a total lack of artistic form in a vain attempt to depict
national unity. More and more, the idea seems to be
dominant in some inds that the depiction of difference
is the mark of unity. Unity in diversity is certainly a
laudable goal to reach, but when the emphasis on differ-
ence transcends the diversity of reality, then it is the goal
of unity which has to suller.

Some people are obviously thrilled to see school
children depict as many walks of life as possible. or as
many things as people do, often dressed in costumes
which evoke laughtey when humour is the least in-
tended. ’

High Anxiety

® During the recent visit of
SriLankan PresidentJuniusR.
Javewardene to New Delhi,
the foreign office had its diplo-
matic fingers nervously cross-
ed. For. the old fox. asthe wily
SriLankan leaderiscalled. has
a habit of shooting from the
hip while making statements

in public. And quite often. he
does not care about whom he
offends or which diplomatic
niceties he transgresses when
he gets going.

So. in order to avoid any
kind of embarrassment. the
foreign office had to tread an
extremely sensitive line. In-
dian diplomats in the capital
discreetly informed. senior
members of the Sri Lankan
delegation to impress upon
their leader the supreme im-
portance of keeping away
from prying members of the .
press. And the visiting delega-
tion. having given its word.
dodgedthe mediamen atevery

_ opportunity.

What  was worrying the
foreign office most of all. one
insider confided. were reports
they had received that Presi-
dent Jayewardene, in talking
to journalists, might openly
call for the withdrawal of the
Indian Peace-Keeping Force.
Such a statement from the Sri
Lankan leader on Indian soil
would have been a diplomatic
disaster for South Block. But it
all ended well and the foreign
officeis still sighing with relief.
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SRI LANKA

Running out of Time

Delhi talks focus on a new treaty

Sri Lankan political scientist Ralph
Buultjens, a close friend of the late
Indira Gandhi, concludes that “India
and Sri Lanka are like a husband and
wife who can marry or divorce but can

" never separate.” The allegory could not
be more apt. With the initial, stormy

IN his latest book, Windows on India,

SouthBlock'sofficial standhasto be seen
as one of total support for Jayewardene.
But having burnt its fingers somewhat,
the Indian Government wantsto take its
time before entering into a broader and
more binding agreement. *“We have no
objection in principle to the signing of a
treaty.” says a senior External Affairs

PRASHANT PANJIAR

to push it through is yet another gamble
that rests on whether conditions in the
northern and eastern provinces will be
conducive to the conduct of a poll.

To ensure that, New Delhi has
launched a two-pronged offensive. By
theend ofthe fortnight, the rPkFstrength
in Sri Lanka is expected to be around
60.000 troops. One additional brigade
(over 3,000 men) moved into the east-
ern province just before Jayewardene
arrived in New Delhi. Another is sched-
uled to be flown into the province—
where the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LtTE) have regrouped and caused
considerable insecurity. Once the troops
are in place and have been prop-

ardour of their regional matrimony last
July having cooled considerably, the
pressure is now on for a re-examination
of the nuptial contract.

Sri Lankan President Junius Jave-
wardene, during the latest round of
official talks between the two countries
recently. made it abundantly clear that
with the July accord under domestic
attack, Colombo wants a long-term
friendship treaty with New Delhi to
salvage prestige at home and counter
the charges of a “‘sell-out”.

Thetimingiscrucial: 1988 is goingto
be an election year in Sri Lanka. Co-
lombo has announced that the all-im-
portant Provincial Council elections will

take place in March or April. This will be '

followed by general elections—the first
in 10 years—and presidential elections.
Jayewardene. under intense pressure
from his nervous ruling United National
Party colleagues. is thus running out of
time in his attempt to convince the
electorate that the accord will ultimately
bring peace to the troubled island.

For New Delhi, the treaty twist has
posedsomedelicate diplomatic problems
though Colombo’s desire for additional
dowry has been obvious for some time.

(From right) Gandhi. Javewardene,
Athulathmudali and Natwar Singh

Ministry official. “What we are con-
cerned with is that it does not dilute the
provisions of the July accord.”

That concern is understandable. It is
essentially the fine print in the original
accord that has forced Colombo te now
go in for a friendship treaty with India.
The anti-accord forcesin Sri Lanka have
been harping on thelack of “‘reciprocity™
in the exchange of letters between Rajiv
Gandhi and Jayewardene last July
which form the annexure to the accord.
The key phrase is in Rajiv's letter which
reads: “Trincomalee or other portsin Sri
Lanka will not be made available tcr
military use by any country in amanner
prejudicial to India’s interests....” Do-
mestic Sinhalese opinion feels that New
Delhi should.make an equivalent com-
mitment in return.

South Block's strategy is to stall the
treaty discussions till after the crucial
Provincial Council elections—a make-
or-break issue as far as the accord is
concerned. In fact, the success or failure
of the elections is more dependent on
Indiathanitison SriLanka. Thedecision

erly briefed, New Delhi hopes to
launch acombing operationthat
will “secure” the province in
time for the elections. ]

At the same time, India’s¥
overworked High Commissioner
in Colombo, J.N. Dixit. has flown
into Jaffna and Batticaloa where
he hashad discussions with local
citizens' committees and promi-
nent people to convince them to
participate in the election
process.

Ofthe two, Dixit'sis the trick-
ier mission. If the LTTE boycotts
the elections, its validity will be
in question. Similarly, if the Ti-
gers lie low for now and strike when the
elections are on, they still have the
capacity to render it inoperable. The
Tigers also have the capacity to threaten
prospective candidates and prevent
them from taking part in the process.

To counter that, New Delhi has used
the recent talks to convince Jayewar-
dene that a few additional concessionsto
the Tamils. in the devolution package
agreed upon under the accord. will go a
long way to swing Tamil opinion solidly
for elections. The Sri Lankans have
agreed to look into the matter without
making it seem that the Jayewardene
Government is giving in to Tamil-—or
Indian—demands.

There are also feelers being sent to
the LrrE for some sort of compromise
whereby the LTTE will be given political
control of the northern province on the
condition that it abandons its claims to
the eastern province. Having lost its
northern stronghold to the 1pkF and
under increasing pressure in the east.
the LTTE just might be agreeable to the
conditions—or so New Delhi and Co-
lombo are hoping. The problem is
whether Tigers can change their stripes.
—DILIP BOBB

g -
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Terrorists
discourage
rebuilding

By M. Ismeth

Terrorists  roaming
around Muttur have
made thousands of re-
fugees both Sinhala
and Muslims now in
camps. to decide
against rebuilding their
houses in Muttur.

17.492 Muslims and
Sinhalese were ren-
dered homeless  late
last-year when terror-

ists set ablaze the en-.

tire- township and
houses of the residents
of Muttur. Since then
they are confined to
refugee camps and
have been living on
subsidies the
Ministry of Rehabilita-
tion was providing
them. But this too had
got delayed during the
last few days following

terrorist  campaign o
disrupt civil adminis-
tration, refugee
sources said.

They said that the
Ministry of Rehabilita-
tion was going to pro-
vide them with
7.50). for rebuilding
and reconstructing
their houses but now
“we have second

. thoughts of rebuilding

our homes with terror-
ists roaming the streets
of Muttur. We want

hundreds percent

security from
forces.

our

Only then we
would start rebuilding
otherwise many of us
who have been living
here for generations
would leave Muttur for
good, they added.

Half the robbed weapons
recovered from the JVP

Thirty seven of the 65
automatic weapons
taken by the JVP in
raids on Army and
Police establishments in
the last 6. months have
been recovered, accord-

ing to security sources.
This is more than half
the quantity and the au-
thorities are confident
of getting back at least

another 15.

Suspect arrested

Police have arrested one suspect in connection
with the killing of Sri Lanka Mahajana Party leader

Vijaya Kumaranatunge.

The suspect was taken in for questioning when he
was standing close to the body of Mr. Kumarana-
tunge at the Art Gallery, where his body was lying

in state, on Friday night.

Police believe the person is one of the six suspects
also wanted in connection with the killings of
Counter Subversives Unit chief DIG Terrence
Perera and United National Party Chairman Harsha

Abeywardena.

Rs.

Recommendations to
solve NCMC issue

By Prema de Mel

The Senate of the Un-
iversity of Colombo has
made a series of recom-
mendations to solve the
North Colombo Medical
College (NCMC) issue
reliable source said.

On the recommenda-
tions of the Senuate the
Council has agreed to
award the degree as
MBBS (NCMC) provid-
ed‘that steps be initiated
by the Faculty of Medi-
cine and Senate to enable
the MBBS (NCMC) to be
registered for medical
practice in Sri Lanka.

It has also recom:

Indian troops
sink Tamil
guerrilla boats

— The Indian Peace
Keeping Force sank
two fibreglass boats
belonging to the LTTE
and apprehende
three senior LTTE
is not known how
many LTTE cadres
were on board | and
whether they were car-
rying any arms and
ammunittion.

[~

Since
both the boats were
sunk. the men on
board are presumed to

leaders in the course of

its operations in Batti-
caloa in Sri LanKa's
eastern province dur-
ing the past 24 hours.

The boats were fired
upon from helicopter
gunships off the coast
of Batticaloa town. it
have been killed.

An officiai spokes-
man today identified
the three apprehended
leaders as Joseph
Kingsley alias Niran-
jan. Punathurai Alias
Vijayan and Rath-
naiah  Narendra
Kumar

mended that the Medical
practitioners Ordinance be
amended to make the
MBBS (NCMC) accept-
able.

Among the other rec-
ommendations are:~

1. The bye-laws of the
University of Colombo
be amended to make
various sections consis-

. tent.

2. A separate bye-law
to deal with the MBBS
(NCMC). -

3. Make all benefits
applicable to all six bat-
ches at present in the
NCMC.

4. To amend the Post-
graduate Institute of
Medicine Ordinance, if
necessary, to enable the
MBBS (NCMC) accept-
able for postgraduate
degrees.

5. As suggested by the
Dean of the Faculty of
Medicine to issue a
document certifying that

the MBBS (Colombo)
and the MBBS (NCMC)
are equivalent.

6. That the results of
both examinations be
released simulatencously.

7. Recommend to the
Ministry of Health that a
common merit list be
adopted.

University sources said
that the various authori-
ties of the universities
were performing their
functions in keeping with
their autonomy and aca-
demic freedom and the
teachers of the Medical
Faculty must
now accept, adopt and

implement the Cetincil
decision.
They said that no

outside body like the
University Grants Com-
mission, Ministry or
trade union like the
GMOA can dictate to a
University what acade-
mic freedom means.

Batticaloa prison closed

The Batticaloa Prison
which can officially hold
150 prisoners has been
closed.

Of the 55 prisoners
who were there last, only
ten remain in custody
still, but in a police cell,
after being re-arrested
following the forced
evacuation of the pri-
soners by the LTTE on
January 19.

A squad of IPKF per-
sonnel who moved into
the prison after its in-
mates were chased out by

Tigers kill

Tamil Tigers killed a
40-year-old woman and
a school girl in the Bat-
ticaloa district on Friday,
informed sources said.

Kodayamma of Kan-
nankuda whose husband
is in the Middle East used
to talk with the IPKF
personnel off and on

the Tigers, have now left
th prison, firmly locking
its gates behind them.
The 60-odd prison staff
including officials and
guards have been unable
to resume work due to
fear of reprisals by the
terrorists. '

According to Prisons
Chief Mr. H. G. Dhar-
madasa, arrangements
are now being made tc
take over the ten prison-
ers in police custody and
transfer them to another
prison.

woman, child

when she passed their
barriers.  Tigers who
considered it harmful for
their cause killed her,
informed sources said.

The second victim was
a 16-year-old school girl
who had a brother who
cseaped from Tiger cus:
tody recently.
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Appoint Commission to
probe I PK F activities

India is a great country.
It is a subcontinent vast-
ly developed with the
fourth largest army in
the world. It has a long
spiritual tradition, hav-
ing- produced the Bud-
‘dha, Adi Sankarach-
chariya and a long line
of saints and sages in-
cluding =~ Mahathma
Gandhi.

It is, therefore, most
unfortunate that India
should have . used its
might on the Sri Lanka
Tamils, iits own people
apparently to disarm a
handful of Liberation
Tigers whom India had
nurtured, trained and
armed.

The worst sufferers in
this brutal military op-
eration have been inno-
cent citizens of the
North and East and not
the militants. Rajiv
Gandbhi said that the op-
eration will take one
week or the most two.
But even after three
long months of furious
military operations all
arms have not been rec-
overed. They are every-
where merrly killing
the army and innocent
civilians who do not
favour them. in spite of

the Indian army being -

everywhere with check-
points everywhere. The
public continue to suf-
fer. Neither India nor
Sri Lanka seems to
wOrTy.
" The problem should
have been  solved
through diplomacy. In-
. dia had many opportu-
nities when the Tiger
leaders went for talks
with the Indian High
. Commissioner, ~ who
said that 70% of the
arms had been taken
away. Did it take three
months to take the ba-
lance 30% or is India
finding an excuse to
stay on indefinitely?
The ILP.K.F. was
welcomed by the people

who thought they would
get rid of the Sri Lanka
army which had com-
mitted “atrocities. The
remedy has been worse
than the disease. The
people want the Indian
army to go. Reports of
the capture of arms are
issued periodically but
the people have no way
of verifying them.
The [.P.K.F. gave no
warning to the public
before launching this
massive attack. The

. people did not prepare

themselves for a long
period of agony. No
foodstuffs were stored.
At the beginning all
shops were looted by
the army and other loo-
ters. When all this was
over there was starva-
tion. The army did not
take steps to supply
food for about _two
months. Even the Sri
Lanka government
stopped its supplies.
There was widespread
starvation. The army
fired shells everywhere
indiscriminately,  des-
troying houses electric-
ity supplies and water
services. People ran
from place to place.
Many were killed and
almost all  buildings
were damaged, partially
or fully. Refugee camps
were filled to capacity.
There were over 25,000
refugees at the Nallur
temple. At the Kokuvil
Hindu College there
were about 8,000 re-
fugees. This refugee
camp was shelled mer-
cilessly. Over 100 died
and were buried in the
school playground. The
commander of the army
there, did not permit
medical treatment even
to the injured. There
was no justification for
such brutality by the In-
dian army towards-a
people whom they say
they came to protect.
The Jaffna hospital was
attacked and about 12>

were killed including 3
doctors. nurses and pa-
tients.

At Urumpirai tanks
moved about through
lanes, destroyig build-
ings and entire families.
Such brutality was ex-
perenced by almost all
villages. Among those
killed were two sons of
Sir -Waitilingam
Duraisamy both over
60, the sister and
brother-in-law of Chief
Justice  Sharvananda,
Auormey G.V. Bala-
singam and his family,
district Land Officer
Sambanthan and hun-
dreds of others.

At the hospital
and the University,
valuable equipment was
destroyed.

Was all this necessary
to disarm the Tigers and
arrest their cadres?
Newsweek  magazine
once described the Sri
Lanka army as the most

JAndisciplined in the

world. The Indian army
is the most brutal and
most disgracetul 1n the
world. It is meaningless

for Indian leaders and
the people of Tamil
Nadu to praise them.

They have destroyed all

they touched.

All newspapers were
suppressed and their
presses destroyed. The
world outside does not
know what is happening
in the North and East.
Indian news medid give
false news. We are
thankful to some Cal-
ombo newspapers for
publishing at least some
part of the truth. In
fairness to the people of
the North and East they
must report all that the
Indian army did.

Why does the Indian
High Commissioner ob-
ject when the papers
publish facts? He has
never visited Jaffna af-
ter the operation was
commenced. The peo-
ple of Jaffna demand
that the army be with-
drawn. They do not
want anyone to go ab-
out armed. They also
want the L.T.T.E. to
give up violence and
surrender their arms.
They have caused

Refugee youth in Colombo

Register with police
or the Red Cross

The government yester-
day advised all youth
who have taken up tem-
porary residence in Col-
ombo to register at the
nearest Police station or
the Red Cross Centre.

In a press release
issued yesterday the
government said - In
the course of investiga-
tions into recent acts of
violence in the District

- of Colombo it has come

to the notice of the

"Police that there is a

large number of youth

who have taken up tem-
porary residence in the
District of Colombo for
their own safety.

In order to avoid in-
convenience, all such
youth who have taken
up temporary refuge
are advised to register
at the nearest Police
station or the Red Cross
Centre, and if they so
desire they may apply
to such Police station or
Red Cross Office at 10.
Dharmapala Mawatha,
Colombo 7, for protec-
tion.

hardship to the people.
Extremists of the North
and the South have

- ruined a beautiful coun-

try. This must stop.

The Tamils accept
the -Accord as a prog-
ressive step. The cry for
Eelam must be given
up. Provincial Councils
with full powers must
be established. The
Tamils must be allowed
to live with self-respect
and -with full security.
All military operations
must stop. To s-
tion by Venkat N%‘\'Szgfean
as to whether he fore-
sees the I.P.K.F. refus-
ing to go even when
asked by him, the Presi-
dent said he couldn’t
dream of this, and that
he had full trust in Rajiv
Gandhi. The [.P.K.F. is
reported to be leasing
houses for 5 vears. The
danger of their remain-
ing here will always re-
main.

The Tamil people de-
mand the appointment
of a commission to in-
quire into the activities
of the LP.K.F. in the
North and East of Sri
Lanka.

A Jaffna Tamil

LTTE shoot

at informer

An EPRLF infor-
mer travelling with an
Indian Army patrol in
Kalmunai was ‘shot at
by LTTE gunmen at
Kalmunai yesterday.
The informer escaped
unhurt though three
civilians were seriously
injured by the return
fire of the Indian sol-
diers. The injured civi-
lians are now lying in a
critical condition at
Kalmunai base hospit-
al, Batticalea citizens
committee sources
said.
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The cult of Assassination

The killing of SLMP
leader Vijaya Kumar-
anatunge and today's
cremation of his re-
mains would. as these
lines are read, have
brought about a cataly-
tic change in the Leftist
political circles of the
country — and among
the considerable voter
backing enjoved in the
aggregate by the newly
formed United Socialist
Alliance (USA). The
toll of political killings
over the past eight
months in the wake of
the Indo-Lanka Accprd
keep mounting.

ELJP

To what extent is the
assassin to be blamed or
condemned?

“Basically as a demo-
cratic party we are
against all forms of vio-
lence. We believe that
astempts to solve our
problems should be
democratic in nature.
This™ cult of violence
that is spreading and
taking hold of even our
daily lives, we believe,
is due to a youth over-
burdened with frustra-
tion at their aspirations
been reduced to myths
with unemployment
staring themn the face,
being penniless in the
face of a spiralling cost-

- of-living. It can take its

toll of .most human
beings” said Dr. Gami-
ni Wijesekera of the
ELJP. Most of this
overflow of their frus-
trated aspirations stems
from their not being
afforded a democratic
channel to express their
feelings and opinions at
a timely poll that is de-
void of any semblance
of being a ‘doctored

poll”. There must be an
immediate lifting of the
proscription on the

JVP. We feel it was the’

proscription that chased
them underground to
simmer in anger and de-
cide to resort to vio-
lence. If the govemn-
ment can go for a Pro-

vincial Council election
we cannot see why it
cannot also call an im-
mediate general elec-
tion backed by an
acceptable monitoring
mechanism. Govezn-
ment has to accept the
fact that a wide section
of society feels that the
referendum was rigged-
that it stays on in Power
on borrowed time. [f it
continues this way,
things can turn out to be
positively macabre
within the next sixteen
months and general
elections could then be
an extremely difficult
thing to handle. The
JVP obviously has come
to an unshakeable con-
clusion that democracy
is a non-starter as far as
attaining vouth aspira-

tions is concerned. This"

is a serious social fact
and has to be handled
as such™, he concluded..

What about the vio-i
lence in the four corners
of the country from a
national political stand-
point?

LSSP
LSSP leader Dr. Col-
vin R. de Silva assesses
it from the Socialist
angle:

“The reaction to the
killing of Mr. Kumar-
anatunge has evoked a
different and altogether
deeper and wider public
outcry. He is perhaps

the only politician over.

the past decades of in-
deperndence who has
been seen to have very
firmly moved left —
taking with him an ex-
tremely considerable
voter support base
which testifies to the
quantum of support for
his policies. It is also
seen as a turning upon
the Left by its enemies.

But to those who for so
long saw in the SLFP
the only alternative to
this government, to the
UNP, the killing of Mr.
Kumaranatunge I sup-
pose is inexplicable.
The big difference in

the killing of this leader -

as opposed to other kill-
ings is that people want
the killers caught —
such is the magnitude of
the depth of grief and

loss they feel. This is
now not just a cult of

violence that the coun-
try is facing on an
islandwide basis — it's a
manifestation of a new
political line, a new
policy. It first showed
itself in the Tamil upris-
ing North and East. Its
a well-planned opera-
tion of creating disorga-
nisation and ntimida-
tion. People misread
these events as smack-
ing of a Marxist revolt.
Nothing can be farther
from the truth. The
give-away is that those
responsible, judging
from the creation of
subtie links, with Right-
ist forces. do not mind
joining forces with
them. It is felt by many
that in the killings sus-
tained by the UNP the
victims have all been
from a particularly
identifiable group with-
in the UNP.

This form of political

action is more accurate- -

ly termed Putschism
and not Marxism. It’s a
weapon that its political
adherents believe can
be used more effective-
ly than the democratic
processes. Hence the
uprising of 1971 and the
operations by the ‘Ti-

gers’.
Cp

The nutshell assess-
ment of the phrase that
is catching on in politic-
al circles as told to these
columns by the Com-
munist Party leader Pie-
ter Keuneman was. that
in a broad sense the
violence both north and
south underscored the
fact that the devotees in,
the cult had no mass
support base — “If you
do, you certainly do not
need to resort to terror-
isn‘f’. was his succinct
opinion.

In Mr. Keuneman’s
opinion the killing of
Mr. Kumaranatunge

“the

had two objectives:

“One was that those
who stood opposed to
the whole cause of
national unity, a settle-
ment of the ethnic issue
and the Indo-Lanka
Accord of which Mr.
Kumaranatunge was a
very strong advocate
had to eliminate him
because they perceived
in him an immense
threat. The other is that
these forces got scared
at the creation of the
United Socialist
Alliance of which he
was a dynamic and
charismatic founder
member”,

Revealing a hitherto
guarded secret Mr.
Keuneman said he and
other and all Alliance
leaders had received
threats to their lives for
quite sometime. The
ultimate formation of
merger had
obviously infused some
panic into its opponents
thinking".

But what led to the
formation of the
Alliance which has
already suffered a gut
blow.

“w

The govern-
ment’s and (before it
and even now as is evi-
dent), the SLFP’s poli-
cies had become bank-
rupt, creating such
problems of untenable
magnitude” among the
educated and unedu-
cated youth and the ru-
ral masses that a viable
political alternative to
these two parties be-
came a matter of utterly

indispensable urgency.

Events and circumst-
ances — and attitudes
to these events and cir-
cumstances dictated the
necessity for an im-
mediate alternative.

The ground work was
already in place, minds
met and merged in con-

cern and anxiety —-

agreement was reached
— and a new manifesto
was born. But it was not
this that played a solit-
ary role in the upsurge
of violence because vio-

lence had already been
— and continues to be
— levelled against cer-
tain factions in the gov-
ernment and the

SLEP _ The govern-
ment, he feels, original-
ly resorted to violence
at least some of its ele-
ments did — and the
dallying with violence
that emerged over two
decades ago grew to the
proportions of a cult.

Not merely the govern-
ment, now and then,,
but also those who kept
silent in the face of vio-
lence enveloping the
country, contriited by
their passivity as effec-
tively as those who did
actively — in promoting
the growth of this cult™.

One hopes, said Mr.

'Keuneman, that at least

now, those opposed to
violence would stand
together and fight it, for
here was a man who
was loved by gvervone
and admired byeven his
opponents”

Four
JVPers
killed

Four JVPers were kil-
led and one captured in a
combined army and air-
force operation carried
out on Friday in the
thick jungles south of
Moneragala.

In an operation remi-
niscent of the Vietnam
war, about 100 soldiers
were airlifted by heli-
copter at first light to
about 30 miles insidc the
jungle to carry out their
assault on the JVP hi-
deout. Dropped at two
clearings in the jungle
close to a hill identified
as Chiminigal Kanda, the
troops scaled a cliff to get
at their quarry hiding in
a cave situated atop the
hill, a spokesman said.
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Threats thwart varsity reopening

By J.S. Tissainayagam

Moves to reopen the
University of Colombo’s
Arts, Law and Science fa-
culties by tomorrow the
15th were stalled when a
group of Law students be-
lieved to be associated
with the DJV met a senior
staff member of the Fa-
culty of Law and threa-
tened to disrupt examina-
tions unless the six stu-
dents taken into custody
by the police are either re-
leased or charged in
courts.

A senior member of the
staff of the University of
Colombo told the Sunday
Times that unofficial dis-
cussions on holding ex-
aminations once the Uni-

versity reopened had been
held. The faculties in-
volved were all of the Co-
lombo University except
for the Medical Fuculty,
which is on strike over the
NCMC issue. Though the
substance of the discus-
sions was not made pub-
lic. the students seemed to
have learned of the tenta-
tive decisions before they
met the member of the
staff from the Law Fa-
culty and issued the
threat.

The plan, he said, was
to go into examinations
almost as soon as the uni-
versity reopened since all
the teaching for the aca-
demic year 1987/88 was
over. “The fact that we're

going straignt mnto exams
in hampering”™ he said. If
the academic year was in
progress even if the stu-
dents boycoued the lec-
tures, the University

could remain open, he
said. On the other hand if
there was a boycott of ex-
aminations or disruption
of the conduct of these
examinations, the author-
ities would be left with no
option but to close the
Campus. Furthermore, it
was the right of every stu-
dent to sit the examina-
tion and this was being
cited by the Action

Commutige as a reason for
boycotting the examina-
tions since their six col-
leagues who were in cus-

Search for elusive
PC candidates

he announcement by the Go-

vernment that nominations

for the Provincial Councils
will be accepted from March 2 - 9
has caught many by surprise, includ-
ing some in the UNP. Deputy Minis-
ter of Justice Mr. Shelton Ranarajah
said he was surprised by the an-
nouncement. “We are still not pre-
pared,” he said. adding that to date
no one in the Central Province had
“told him that he or she wishes to be a
candidate..

“The members of Parliament have
not been consulted on the matter,”
he said. “The Secretary of the UNP
has asked us to write to the party
high command about candidates but
we have not had any meetings so far
in our arcas to decide who the can-
didates should be.”

The UNP head office is receiving
applications, says a UNP official.
“We don’t know the numbers but
they are . pouring in. We haven’t
counted them yet”, he said. The
SLFP and MEP will boycott the
polls saying that the provincial coun-
cil bill and the 13th amendment were
not placed before the people at a ref-
erendum. The United Socialist Al-
liance is expected to participate, but
the TULF says it will not. (see separ-
ate story).

But those who want to contest are
not making a song and dance about
it, 2 UNP source said. The fear of
LTTE reprisals in the North and East
and JVP reprsals in the south are
strong and people do not want to at-
tract too much attention to them-
selves by premature publicity, he
said.

The Eelam Peoples Revolutionary
Liberation Front (EPRLF) which ob-
tained recognition from the Commis-
sioner of Elections is expected 10
field candidates in the North and
East. The Peoples Liberation Organi-
sation of Tamil Eelam (PLOT)
whose application for recognition
was late by a few days are also ex-

pected to participate though disap-

pointed by the non-recognition,

But the unknown quantity remains
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE). There is speculation that
they will sponsor independent candi-
dates and try to influence voters to
elect their nominees to the District
Council.

The elections will be the first held
under the Proportional Representa-
tion system in Sri Lanka but unlike
at the general election, there will be
no cut off point. The Provincial
Council elections are expected to be
held in May or June.

tody were bcxhg denied
that night.

The threat has resulted
in a standstill at the cam-
pus and the University
will continue to remain
closed. The faculty source
said that the Campus was
further hampered by the
absence of the Vice-
Chancellor, which made
decision making on im-
portant issues difficult.

Soon after the students
were taken into custody,
the Chairman of the Uni-
versity Grants Commis-
sion, Dr. Stanley Kalpage
appealed to the police
either to charge them or to
release them.

IFraud Bureau
cracks racket

in forged
passports

The Colombo Fraud
Investigation Bureau
believes it has cracked a
big racket in forged
passports and visas,
following Saturday’s
arrest of four young
Tamils, including two
girls, who were at-
tempting to travel to
Germany on forged
papers.

The airport arrest
was  followed by _a
swoop on a Slave Island
premises and the arrest
of two men allegedly
involved id forging
passports and visas %+

Attack on police
station foiled

A joint Police - Spe-
cial Task Force (STF),
Amiy and Airforce unit
consisting of nearly 300
personnel took into cus-
tody 20 persons in an
operation launched to
thwart an attack on the
Beliatta police station
yesterday.,

Earlier police
arrested 120 persons at
a village fair in the area
and released them.

The operation was
launched on receipt of
information from two
sources that subversives
were planning an attack
on the Beliatta Police
Station.

The operation was
led by Mr. Richard Wi-
jesekera, Co-ordinating
Officer Air Commod-
ore A.B. Soza and SSP
Udugampola.

Two civilians

hit in

crossfire

Two civilians, in-
cluding a woman,
were seriously injured
when they got caught
in a crossfire between
Indian troops and Ti-
gers at Pandirippu in

Kalmunai yesterday..

police said.

They said the civi-
lians, along with two
injured Tigers were
rushed to the Battica-
loa hospital for treat-
ment.

The gun battle fol-.

lowed off after the Ti-
gers ambushed an In-
dian patrol on a search
operation, police said.

They said there
were no casualties of
Indian troops in the
one and a half hour
long shoot-out.

At Senakudiruppu
in Kalmunai, Indian
troops on Friday shot
at a group of Tigers
who were attempting
to attack a state-run
bus which was plying
from Madha-Ur to
Kalmunai town.

A Tiger whom

police identify as Sel-

varaja alias Thurni is
reported to have died
when the Indian
troops fired.
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Indian Ocean—- a Peace Zone!

The -Baltic and
Greenland seas are
literally poles apart
from the Indian and

Pacific Oceans but .

they are now being

grouped together’

under one subject:

Zones of Peace. The -

Soviet leader Mr.
Mikhail Gorbachev in
QOctober last year in a
speech made in the
Arctic Port of Mur-

mansk called for the -

creation of nuclear

free zongs and zones of

peace in the region.
This call, wasof course
in line with the support
given to other Zones
of peace called far in
the Indian and Pacific
Oceans. But convinc-
ing as Mr. Gorbachev
may seem in some of
his peace offensives his
Jatest move in “leas-
ing” out a nuclear sub-
marine to India has
considerably dimi-
nished his credibility
on his proposals for
peace zones.

The Soviet built nuc-
lear submarine now re-
named INS *“Chakra"
was inducted into the
Indian Navy on Febru-
ary 4 in a bout of not
so convincing sophistry
by Mr.. Gandhi.
Obviously having the
image of India as the

er_of the non-
aligned and crusader
of disarmament in
mind Mr. Gandhi went
on to reiterate India’s
commitment to peace
denuclearisation and
of course her deter-
mination to defend In-
dia at all costs from
threats to Indian
sovereignty and in-
tegrity etc. Mr. Gan-
dhi’s speech however
failed to mention any
specifid threats that In-
dia faced or how a
“leased”™ out soviet
submarine could help
in the defence of India
for it to have “full con-
trol of the water
around us (India) and

the thousands of
kilometrs of shoreline
that stretch along the
Arabian Sea and the
Bay of Bengal™ — as

he said on February 4.

There are reporis
however that two more
Soviet nuclear sub-
marines are to be in-

ducted. According toa’

report appearing in the
‘Pakistan Times' India
has shown interest in
acquiring two more
~submarines although
there has been no offi-
cial announcements.
New Delhi believes

in finance and smear
its image as a peace-
loving nation by ac-
quiring one nuclear
submarine. There is

every likclihood;” that In-

dia will go ahead to
build a fleet of nuclear
powered submarines
as a part of its blue
water navy.

While it could be
argued that India
needs such a defence
specifically because as
Mr. Gandhi claims
“the Indian Ocean has
been militarised and
infested with nuclear

India not voted against
the Pakistan proposal
for a nuclear free zone

‘in South Asia. It has

abstained from voting
— the implication
being that it is for the
nuclear non prolifera-
tion treaty but does
not want to go against
India on a matter New
Dethi feels so strongly
about.

It could be pointed
out that the nuclear
submarine in question
does not carry nuclear
weapons but that it is

only nuclear prop--
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that these will be arriv-
ing soon. Each second
hand submarine the re-
port says, would cost
around two billion
rupees and a further 5
billion for spare parts.
repairs and mainte-
nance incurring at least
Rs. 21 billion on the
three submarines
pushing up the Indian
share of the Navy in
the Indian defence
budget from 13 per-
cent to 25 percent.
Even though the re-
port of 3 submarines is
not confirmed there
appears to be little
reason why India
should invest so much

-weapons” — it is a fact

that every war

mongering nation has

built up armaments on
similar excuses. Kaiser
Wilhelm of Germany
in World War [ did so
precisely for the same
reason. But neither

Mr. Gandhi nor Mr. -

Gorbachev can get
away with such excuses
for both are strong
supporters of the Indi-
an Ocean Peace Zone
gmposal — Mr. Gor-
acheyv ‘wanting - more
peace zones.
Soviet Union has even
gone further than In-
dia for at the United
Nations, it has unlike

The

elled. But as a senior
Sri Lankan diplomat
points out nuclear po-
wered submarines are
not the best examples
of the peaceful uses of
nuclear energy. Pakis-
tan Prime Minister
Mohamed Khan June-
jo had already said it
would seriously affect
the balance of power
in the region and urged
the Soviet Union not
to supply such sophisti-
cated weapons to In-
dia. India the biggest
country in South Asia
faced no threats from
its neighbours, .he has
said. A threat, if any,
India will perceive will

be from China which
has nuciear powered
submarine but India is
reluctant to admit any
perceived threat from
China for a threat from
Pakistan has a far grea-
ter political clout in the
Indian constituency.
The acquisition of nuc-

lear  submarines of the
Soviet Union by India
certainly brings ina total-
ly different dimension to
the “proposed Indiani
QOcean Peace Zone where!
the concern was  super
power presence. But-Sri
Lanka had eovisaged the
emergence of naval pow-
ers fromethe region itself.

Gamini chru?@‘.’lﬂa. Lee-
- turer of the Peradeniva

University in a paper ti-
tled Sri Lankan Re-

. sponses 10 Super Power

Rivalry in the Indian
Occan 1970 — 77 (pre-
sented to the recent seni-

- par on Regional conflicts

in South Asia conducted
by the International Rela-
tions programme of the
University of Colomba)
refers to the develop-
ments at the UN after the
proposal was accepted by
the UN Generid Assem-
bly in 1971, He says: “The
original proposal made by
Sri Lanka in the Fimst
Commitiee wis very com-
prehensive and it related
as much to the naval
forces of the littoral states
as to the forees of outside
‘powers. 1t envisaged the
exclusion of armaments,
defensive and  offensive
and military instailations
from the prescribed
arcas. As Philip Towle
(Australian Analyst )
pointed out the strong In-
dian countrics brought
pressure on the Sri Lank-
ans behind the scenes to
slant their resotution only
against the Great Pow-
ers.” Keerawella  quotes
Sri Lanka Permancent
Representative in the UN

* Shirley Amcrasinghe as

follows: ‘In the course of
our consultations it be-
came apparent that mem-
bers of the committee
were not ready for such a
comprehensive scheme
for uemilitarisation of the
Indian Occan and our
propesal and our
approach have therefore
undergone a radical
change in deference to
restrictions expressed by

(Contlnued on page 15

14

SIDsH Capdl reuemd sieUQ 86l




www.tamilarangam.net

IPKF men marry Tamilwomen

In addition to the story
of a Jaffna Tamil (Sun-
day Times, February
14) 1 have more in-
formation on the acts of
brutality of the IPKF.
When the IPKF came
to Sri Lanka, what hap-
- pened? They came with
the 3 stars. Do you
know what the flag of
the 3 stars or ENDLF
is? The 3 stars flag and
the Indian RAW flags
are the same, no diffe-
rence
If the IPKF came to
disarm the militants,
why is it that their offic-
€rs marry women in the

North and East? The
IPKF Neervely camp
commander, for inst-
ance, married a Tamil
woman at Chempadu
Pillayar Temple. About
a  hundre people
attended this wedding. 1
am informed that the
marriage was registered
and that the deed of
dowry was also ex-
ecuted. The officer in
charge of the IPKF at
Chunnakam has mar-
ried the daughter of a
well-known  ayurvedic
physician of the area.

The OIC of the Koku- °

wil, IPKF detachment

married the daughter of
an Appeal Court Judge.
About a hundred such
marriages took place

within  onc  month,
Why?
The Tamils fought for

a separate state and
against Sinhala as the
Official Language. But
what do they say now?
India plans to take over
Sri Lanka and make it
its 26 state, when we
will have to study Hin-
di. If you don't believe
this go to the Attorney-
General's Department
and ask the Tamil Staff
who were here during

the IPKF action. Now
every Tamil realizesthe
IPKF will not leave. So
they cooperate with
them with fear.
During the IPKF op-
eration Indian troops

raped about 2000
women, most of whom
were unmarried

women. A 40-year-old
woman of Inuvill was
shot and then raped by
a Sikh member of the
IPKF. But the woman
was dead when the
officer raped her. When
the-Sri Lankan Army
moved into villages
such things did not hap-

pen, except for one or
two incidents.

Beside this, electrical
items such as watches,
clocks, radios, Japanese
made. cooking items, as
well as clothes were
stolen by the IPKF.
Many women were shot

.dead because of the:

jewellery they wore.

Because of the bru-
tality of the IPKF,
many Tamils now sup-
port the LTTE.

«S. Pon(nhh
Kéydivil

indian Ocean
(Continued)

our critics.’

However much the text
of the Indian Occan
Peace Zone resolution
may have been diluwed ! in
the interest of India the
introduction of puclear

owered naval vessels
mto the region certainly
alters the balance of pow-
er in the region and the
kmaller countries are
bound to react 10 the
- growing Soviet influence
via its client o whom
naval vessels are “leased”
to. It has been pointed
out by Keerawela that the
explosion of the “peace-
ful nuclear device™ in the
Rajasthan desert in 1971
resulted in Sri Lanka
changing its attitide to-
wards the
Keerawella observes:
*Accordingly Sri Lanka
carcfully changed her

osition regarding  the
OPZ. vis-a-vis that of
the dominant powers in
he Indian Ocean. He
juotes  Shirley Amer-
ssinghe: *We do not want
any great power there, By
the same token we do not
intend that we should
drive out Satan by Beul-
zchub and allow other

powers within the group
of littoral and hinterland
states to take place of
SUPCT POWCTS,

Thus as we isked some
weeks ago in these col-
umns i Will Beelzebub re-
place Satan? Or will it be
Satan’s  proxy?

While Mr. Gandhi's
speech at the ceremony of
inducting India’s [irst

the Czars and Commis-
ars: A Warm watcer port
in the Indian Occan? A
breakout through Afgha-
nisatan which some said
was the intention in the
Sovict invasion, now is
simply not possible, But a
State which is totally de-
pendent on the Soviet
Union for armaments
would well perform the

by Gamini Weerakoon

toPzZ.

naval submarine clearly
indicated that he was
cchoing the thoughts of
Sardor Patel Panikkar the
Indian Naval Strategist,
who cavisiges India con-
trolling the Indian Ocean
from the Istand of Socot-
ra to the Straits of Matac-
ca. what made Mr. Gor-
bachev decide o lease
out a nuclear submarine
to India which he would
have well realised would
dimimish his image as a
great peacemaker — an
image which he his been
cultivating quite success-
fully. According to some
analysts it could be that
he wants to assuage Indi-
a's fears about an immi-
nent rapproachment with
China.

On the other hand is
this another way of
achicving the dream of

Sovict Union's task flying’
the flag of Non-
Alignment! '
Mr. Gorbachey's Peace
Zone proposals it has
been noted caused con-
cern in arcas where the
dominance is being held
by the United States. The
Pacific is one region. In
the Indian Ocean evacua-
tion of the super powers
would give India its pre-
cminent position. Now in the
Nordic region he prop-
oses a ban of naval and
air activity too, It is the
Saviet Union that stands
10 gain. Western analysts'
point out,
 Recently the European
Community Forcign
Ministers rejected  the

Saviet proposal on the

grounds that such an
agreement would create a
sanctuary for the Sovict

Union while croding the
ailies capabilities for self
defence. Danish  Prime
Minister  Ellemann  jen-
sen has said that the
security  problems  faced
by Nordic countries were
caused by the Soviet Un-
ion and that the Nordic
region ceased 10 be a low
tension arca because of
the Soviet military build

} up in the Kola Peninsula.

Mr. Gorbachev in his

speech in Murmansk cal-,

led for a ban on naval and

-air activily in certain sec-

tors of the Baltic, Norwe-
gian and Greenland scas
and the creation of a nuc.,
lear frec zoac of peace.’ Tt
return he would withdraw
Soviet nuclear sub-
marines from the Baltic
S¢a and provide Soviet
ice breaker scrvices o
Northern shipping lanes
in addition to other
oliers. According to
NATQ defence officials
the Soviet submarines in
the Baltic sea are obso-
lete and are of ittle con-
sequence. However they
note that the Peace Zone

offer deliberately  ex-

cludes the Barents sca
which surrounds the Koly
Peninsula where the
Soviet Union has built up
~ according to Western
estimates — the largest
military complex.

While the Soviet Union
has built this mighty milit.
ary complex, NATO has
responded with coun-
termeasures by forward
basing US submarines
and other naval vessels
Mr. Gorhachev's propos-
al. it is pointed out would
cffectively remove
NATO's defences while
the Soviet Union would
have free access through
choke points 1o the Kola
Military complex, Mr.
Gorbachev, western
analysts claim has once
again made @:peace move
~— but verv much to the .
advanatage of the Soviet
Union's defence
strategics.

While the arctic seas
are far removed from us,
of more immediate con-
cern would be the build
up of India’s blue water
navy with Soviet assist-
ance. With Trincomalce

being the subject “of so
much controversy, it
could well be that we

might be having a nuclear
submarine in our waters
without our knowledge,
True. there are no puc-
lear weapons on board' the
Indian sub but Chernobyl
has shown us that nuclear
generators could be us
deadly as nuclcér
weapons  given a slight
human lapse.
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(Continued from Page 3

Our relations with the Tamils in the North was
tenuous an_d even that umbilical cord was severed
~with the sixth amendment to the Constitution.

Now the .Indian Government is once again

looking at all the people of Sri Lanka due to  the
Accord which is a good thing.

Q. Are there more IPKF troops due In Sri Lanka?’

L.A. The saturation principle that Sri Lanka applied
in Trincomalee, Batticdloa and Vavuniya and Vada-
marachchi is now being applied by the IPKF. It has
.been applied by the IPKF in the Jaffna peninsula
and now they want to use it in the Eastern Province.

"G.D. The question of the IPKF withdrawing from
S Lanka was not discu$sed in India. But Mr.
Gandhi made it clear that the IPKF will be
‘withdrawn when President Jayewardene wants them
i withdrawn. As far as the Indian Army is concerned,
‘they would certainly like to withdraw as soon as
possible. The Provincial councils concept makes it
“clear that there is no federalism, no separation.

 Ido not know of specific numbers but saturation
“stratégy is certainly one part of the strategy. The
Indian objective is to clear the North and create
conditions conducive to an election by the end of
this month and do the same in the East by the end of
April: They want to saturate the areas so that the
LTTE will be a spent force and to woo away those
who extend support to the LTTE.
We must not forget that the IPKF have lost more
-men in three months than we have in four years.
Q. Was the dismissal of the Janaki Ramachandran
Government in Tamil Nadu at the time the President
was In New Delhi meant to communicate a message
to Sri Lankans, because of the timing?

-L.A. It was a spectacular scene, but absolutely
* disgraceful. .Govemnment and opposition:MLAs
shouting, the Speaker groping for his chair and
- saying he is in command, the police being sum-
moned and attacking the opposition.:

We can draw lessons from this. India has
evolved a system of decentralisation but the Central
Government is strong enough to always keep the
power. If such a situation happens in Sri Lanka with

Gamini Dissanayake

Lalith Athulathmudali

a Provincial council, then the Central Government
will step in. :

G.D. The politics in Tamil Nadu became very
factional. The Congress (I) wanted to keep aloof
but then they heard that the Janaki group were
trying to buy their Members of the Legislative
Assembly (MLAs), In fact five had already been
purchased according to some reports. So New Delhi
felt it had to act. The decision was left to the
Congress Party in Tamil Nadu, who said the Janaki
faction did not have the support of the people. So
direct rule was imposed.

As far as Sri Lanka is concerned, India has been
an example of how the Centre can always dismiss a
provincial government. )
Q. Are the Indians keen on talks with the LTTE?
L.A. The Indians are not eager to talk to the LTTE.
They don't want the LTTE to use it to bar or hinder
IPKF operations. - , .

But the LTTE consists of citizens of Srit Lanka.
Citizens of Sri Lanka are free to talk to each other.
Q.What did India feel bout. your talks with the
LTTE? » :

G.D. I don’t know why they are referred to as talks
with the LTTE. Kumar Ponnambalam brought a
person who is said to be a financial tax collector of
the LTTE, who turned out to be his brother-in-law!
The terms for talks are clear. Lay down your arms,
accept the Accord. If they are willing to do that, we
can talk but not to gain a temporary respite from the
fighting for their own ends.

Q. An Indian spokesman had said in New Delhi that
they are not interested in individuals, when denying
a Reuter report that Prabhakaran had slipped out of
the net a few days ago in Velvettithurai.

L.A. 1 do not want to say anything on military
strategy, but the IPKF will try to get Prabhakaran, if
they can.

G.D. I don’t know about that but General Sunderiji
told us that or three occasions Prabhakaran had
slipped through a iPKF net. In'one instance, he had
been wounded in the leg. The earlier strategy of the
IPKF may have been not to capture the LTTE
leadership.

Q. Will the IPKF be deployed in the South?

L.A. Certainly not. ‘
G.D. No. It was not raised in New Delhi.

‘Q. What is the next step?

L.A. Whatever one’s views are on the Accord, I feel
itis a difficult situation for the country and we must
all help to get out of this situation. It is easy for
people to say I told you so. But how does that help?
Where does that leave us? '
One area I felt I could help was in the
resettlement of refugees, especially in Trincomalee.
About 80,000 people have been displaced from
their homes in the area. Order must be brought
back and adequate protection must be given. The
actual deploymnt of Sri Lankan troops is a military
decision as well as which areas the IPKF will

‘withdraw from. The first meeting for this was held

in Vavuniya last week. There are some who think
that India wants Trinco for herself. But the reality is
that the Indians want to get the hell out of here.

G.D. The devolution package has been spelt out in
detail. It is the TULF point of view which’is now
being expressed in some quarters as asking for
more. The President has made his views clear. All
thése can be discussed with elected representatives.
But the provincial council elections must come first.
So let the TULF contest.

.and tortur

LTTE
admits
military _
set-back

Sitta. the leader of
the political wing of the
LTTE in Batticaloa
admitted that they had
suffered a
temporary military set-
back through the sei-
zure of their weapons
and the -depletion of
their members by con-
fronting the IPKF. He
was however confident
that with the Indian
Army acting as it did by
killing inggeent civilians |

. ﬁeg prisoners .
would pave the way for
LTTE ranks to swell
soon.

The LTTE arsenal
said Sitta was not
as well stocked as
before. Not only were
many of their weapons
seized by the Indian
army during the search
operations for weapons.
but also the factories
that were manufactur-
ing mortar shells had
been destroyed by the
IPKF. Only about 40%
of the arms they posses-
sed had been surren-
dered to the Indians
and it was the stocks
they had retained which
had helped them to
fight the Indian troops.

Curfew in
Bat ticaloa

An indefinite curfew
“has been imposed in the
Batticaloa district with
effect from 6 a.m. to-
day. The Joint Opera-
tions Command
announced that the cur-
few will continue until
further notice.

The IPKF is expected
to launch a cordon and
search operation in Bat-
ticaloa today. This op-
eration is being carried
out to prevent the ex-
pression of public sup-
port for the death fast
conducted by the Batti-
caloa Mothers’ Front.
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The cost of separatism

As the IPKF is by
shme  accounts gearing
itsell to launch the final
assault on the LTTE
¢adres to bring normal-
cy (o the North and East
in an effort to prepare
the ground for Provin-
cial Council elections by
April, the government
gears itsell to resettle
over BOOXK) refugees,
the majority of whom
-are. quite surprisingly.
Muslims and Sinhalese.

The task is of gigantic
proportions. Their
plight. as National
Security Minister Lalith
Athulathmudali put it in
Parliament on January
- 26 is “dangerous™.

This is just one of the
many catastrophic out-
comes of the five yeur
war against separatism
that has claimed over
6000 lives. cost the
national kitty over.
Rs.50 billion, shown up
differences in govern-
ment ranks, some so
radical such as that
which led to the resigna-
tion of Finance Minister
Ronnie de Mel. Gamani
Jayasuriya and Matuga-
ma M. P. Asoka Somar-
atne - and the near res-
ignation of Justice
Minister Nissanka Wi-
jeyeratne over the
second Batlicaloa Jail
break and the assassina
tion that nearly killed
Lalith Athulathmudali.
The war has helped the
radical Marxist JVP to
regroup — a regrouping
that has resulted in the

killing of several gov- -

ernment and SLEFP

Miticians. The persist
ing picture despite aff
assurances from Col-
ombo and Delhi is one

of uncertainty - in the .

North and East and
equally disturbing dis-
Clocation in -the deep

South. On the cconomic -~

front inflation runs at {1
percent. from 6 per cent
six months ago. The
ravages of the war are
exemplificd by the soar-
ing cost of living, break-
down in food supply and
their attendunt infla-
tionary pressures. The
nose dive sustained by
the unemploymem

roblem estimated to be
in the circa of 23 pes

cent of the labour force
against a backdrop ol
faltering development
(down to 3 per cemt
GDP last year) adds to
the picture of a nation
with its back to the wall.

Foreign Minister
A.C.S. Hameed's suc-
cinct assessment  at a
prize-giving in Harispat-
tuwa fast week was that
*.. the mnation’s unity
was fractured. its ter-
ritorial integrity under
threat and its future o
uestion mark™. Inves-
tigations into the up-
heavals in the country’s
Universities have estab-
lished that there has
been a breakdown be-
tween students and the
‘authorities, that a sub-
versive group has been
active in the Universi-
ties: that the scenario
regarding University
teacher problems was o
“dismal one”™ made still

‘darker by growing dis-

satisfaction among  the
academic stafl,

The Opposition lead- -

er Anura Bandaranaike
charged in Parliament
that the IPKF was not
helping to crush terror-
ism. while Prime Minis-
ter R. Premadasa him-
sell, silent on the issue
for so long, said in Par-
liament on January 26
that ~.. the fourth
Farpest army in the
waorld had failed to con-
tain terrorism  in the

Narth and East™,

The scenario attend-
ing the plantation Tamil
sector as President
Jayewardene went: on
international  television’
with the announcement
of Provincial Council
clections, the Homaga-
ma election® and
thoughts on General
and Presidentinl elec-
tions: iy one of concern
with the whercabouts of
an estimated 200.(6K) In-
dian Tamils not official-
ly estabilished-a factor
that “became part of the
disturbed social ethos in
the wake of the 1472
Land Reform liaws and
food shortages.”
according to Rural in<

dustrial Development:

Minister S. Thonda-
A% Over 40 per cent
of these people do not
have Sri Lankan
citizeoship - an ssue
that_has ‘been pending
for 24 years, according
to the Minister. Ten 1o
twenty per cent of them
“are believed to have fled
to Madras as refugees
are they the ones with
citizenship or the ones
without?

The country’s
. R t
jails are cramped with
criminals: or “prisoners
of war’ - those taken
into custody under the
Prevention of “Terror-
isms Act or under
‘emergency regulations.

On the surface. life

apparently goes on as
usual in the suburbs.
But the street corners
are not without their
armed sentineds = Testi-
mony to the fear that
the state is under siege.

Twelve and i hall mil-
lion Sinhalese. nearly
two million Muslims
and an equal number of
Tamils have begun their
struggle through yet
another new year, their
suspicions of Indian
Bona Fides not fully
assuaged by Statements
from National Sccurity
Minister Lalith Athu-
lathmudali and
Mahaveli Minister
Guamini Dissanayake.
More gloom is added to
the dismal picture with
University students
spending as much or
more time at home than
at University.

In the Eastern Pro-
vince. the Muslims have
been muted - their
appeals falling on deaf

| ears.

The upheavals have
wrought yet another

Harisation - that of the
gﬁisl and left oriented

litical groups into a
grand atliance while for-
mer terrorist groups and
it couple of new political
r:mics have been given
egal recognition by the
Elections  Commission-
er.

EPRLF says
time frame
not practical
for election

The Eelam Peoples’
Revolutionary Libera-
tion Front is of the view
that the time frame
fixed by the govem-
ment to receive
nominations for the
Provincial Council elec-
tion was not practic-
able.

A central committee .
member of tRFEPRLF,
A. Vartharaja Perum-
al, told the ‘Sunday
Times’ that there was
no civil administration
in the North and the
East and that an election
could not be held im-
mediately.

“The LTTE could
distupt  the election
under the prevailing cir-
cumstances.” He also
emphasised the fact that
nearly 300,000 refugees
who are in and outside
the country should be
resettled before such a
move is taken. He said
a proclamation amalga-
mating the North and
the East is a demand of
the Tamil people before
the elections and was
agreed upon by the two
countries - under the
Indo-Lanka Pact.

“There are 1250
Tamil political prison-
ers still languishing in
jail. Half of them are
EPRLF members. They
are kept in custody even
after we have been rec-
ognised as a political
pasty by the Commis-
sioner of Elections,™ he
said.

He said that their first
and foremost aspiration
is to bring peace to the
country which has been”
plagued by acts of vio-
lence. He said, “We
don’t want Indian sol-
diers withdrawn before
the Provincial Council
elections. They should
be there to ensure
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A ‘genuine article’
for Tamils

The manner in which Vijaya Kuamaranatun-
ga was killed and the suspected motive of the

killers have brought home the brutal reality that

political violence is very much with ‘us.

* The assassination of Mr. S. W.R. D. Ban- .

daranaike in 1959 was an isolated act. The killing
of former Jaffna Mayor Alfred Duraiappah was
the first of its kind in the predominant Tamil
areas. Thereafter a series of political assassina-
tions occurred. Tamil politics has never been the
same since then. when a popular figure like

ex—Manipay M.P. V. Dharmalingam was assas- -

sinated. Tamil public opinion was horrified.
Political opinion sometimes causes people to
view events subjectively. Mountains are made
out of molehills and molehills out of mountains
depending entirely of course on which side of the
fence one is on. Objective reality dawns when a
generally popular figure for whom there is an
outburst of affection when assassinations take
place.

To those who have been following closely
the evolution and growth of political violence in
the North and East the events in the South are
ominously familiar. An amazing number of
parallels can be drawn. One such thing is that the
killing of Kumaranatunga has caused mass con-
science to feel deeply and ponder.

. Can the law of the gun be used to suppress
and obliterate others holding different political
views? is a question to which much thought is
being given to now.

One interesting development following
Kumaranatunga’s death is the mixed feelings of
some people towards the perpetrators of the
crime. In the North and East the initial stages of
violence did not result in civilians being killed.
When the Tamil groups started killing civilians
many Tamil people could not accept-that harsh
reality.

“Surely our boys could not do such a thing”.
This must be the work of some others. The
“others” could.be anything ranging from the CIA
to_Mossad but not “our boys.” Likewise one
:se€$ similar lines Ceveloping now over Vijaya’s
death too. Many bizarre theories about the cause
of his death are floating around. Most of them
stem from the basic inability to accept the reality
that “our boYs" in this case the South could aiso
be responsible for the killing. None are so blind
as those who have eyes and do not see.

The post Vijaya Kumaranatunga develop-
ments have given rise to several demonstrations
of sorrow not all of them genuine. The politics of
a funeral can be appalling from the perspective of
sensitivity. Yet the dynamics of politics not only
here but universally will make use of dcath,
devastation and disaster.

Although it may be unpleasant to say this at
this juncture one cannot be oblivious of the fact
*that Kumaranatunga was gradually losing the

political base he once had. At one point many
observers felt that Kumaranatunga was the long
awaited third force in Sri Lankar politics Howev-
er reality of the recent past is that he was
increasingly being alienated from his constituen-
cy - the lower middle classes and the proletaraiat.
His party was divided within, some were working
at cross purposes. Many stalwarts were merely
keeping a low profile. He continued to be a
popular mass—figure drawing crowds wherever
he went. It was very much in doubt as to whether
the crowd—pulling ability could be translated
into a vote—gathering capacity. The reason for
this was the particular stance adopted by Vijaya
Kumargnatunga on the ethnic question and the
Indo—Lanka Peace Accord. Whereas Vijaya’s
.stance won for him new support areas améng the
minorities notably the Tamils, section df the
Sinhala intelligentsia and sections of radical
students, his original support base among the
Sinhala community was being steadily eroded.
Vijaya's loss was overtly the S.L.F.P.’s and
covertly the J.V.P.’s gain.

It is in that context that the spontaneous
demonstration of grief in the Tamil areas has to
be viewed. The post Independence period has

Yijaya’s last
Jjourney

The funeral ot Mr.
‘Vijaya . - Kumarana-
tunge, assassinated

leader of the Sri Lankd™ _

Mahajana Party, will
take place at Independ-

‘ence Square today. The

funeral procession will
begin from the Art Gal-
lery at 1 p.m. and armive
at - Independence
Square at 4 p.m. The
body will be cremated
after religious rites.
The route of the
funeral procession is
Alexandra Road,
Deans Road, Symonds
Road, Maradana Road,
Borella Junction, D.S.
Senanayake Mawatha,
Dudley Wianayake
Mawatha, ~. Horton

-Place, Maitland Cres-

cent and on to Inde-
pendence Square.

by D.B. S. Jeyaraj

seen many Sinhala politictzans make rosy pro-
nouncements in the peninsula. Those prorionce-
ments were forgotten even before those who
uttered them crossed the Elephant Pass. Yet the
Tamil people though paranoid of Sinhala politi-
cians also possessed the ability to recognise the
genuine article. Former Jaffna G.A. Lionel
Fernando was greatly appreciated by the Tamils.
There was a genuine wave of sympathy when his
mother died. Likewise the death of Sarath
Muttettuwegama evoked great sympathy in
Tamil areas not because the Tamils were Com-
munists but due to the fact that the Tamils saw in
Sarath a genuine friend and fighter for their
rights. The same feeling prevails in the case of
Vijaya too. It is not because of Vijaya’'s ideolo-
gical stance or intellectual accomplishments but
due to an instinctive recognition of the man'’s
sincerity of purpose. '

At a time when anti—Tamil and anti—Indian
feelings were running high Vijava had the cour-
age to take on this upsurge of feelings. His
courage was even greater as he did not belong to
the dominant caste or religion among the Sinhala
people. Coming from that background he had the
temerity to remind hardlines Sinhala elements
that Lord Buddha was an Indian too. He said
that one takes refuge in the Buddha. the Sangha
and the Dhamma and not *Sinhala Buddhism.
Although the irony is that in the light of the
Indo—Lanka Accord and the Indian forces pre-

(Continued on page 19

JVP arms

seized —

A joint army and
police party raided a
JVP hideout in Pana-
mura, Embilipitiya and
seized a large number
of  weapons and
ammunition  including
12 shot guns, 5 galkat-
1s, dynamite, maps of
police stations and Very
High Frequency equip-
ment robbed from an

.office in the area. T. -~
raid followed informa-

tion given by a villager
that top JVP leaders
from Kolonne were
visiting the hideout to
plan strategy security
sources said.

* A shootout ensued
-after the hide-out was
surrounded. There
were no casualties

.among the Army and

Police. The number of
casualities among the
subversives was not
known. But - security
sources said there was a
trail of blood where the
suspects took to the
jungles.
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Dixit makes assessment tour

by D. B. S. Jevaraj

The Indian High
Commissioner in Sri
Lanka Mr. J. N. Dixit
returned to Colombo
on Friday night after
touring the Northern
districts of Jaffna.
Mannar and Kilinoch-
chi to assess for him-
self the situation pre-
valent in those areas.

During the course of
the visit. his first to the
north for the new year,
Mr. Dixit met return-
ing refugees from In-
dia, worshipped at the
Nallur Kandasamy
temple, and discussed

the present situation
with citizens commit-
tees, in additon to
meeting with militury
and administrative
officials.

The Indian cnvoy
went to Talaimannar
first where he boarded
the S. S. “Ramanu-
jam” and met Sri
Lankan Tamil refugees
returning  “from
Rameshwaram. S30
persons including 126
children returned.

In Jaffna the Indian

{Continued from Page 13

sence here Vijaya may be accused of not being
patriotic. It was actually Vijava who pioneered
and attempted to bring about a rapprochement
between the warring people. '

The hawks on both sides of the Elephant
Pass continued to fight with the hope of a final
victory but were deprived of success by the
Indians. The Indians could claim this victory only
because of the intransigence of the Sinhala and
‘Tamil factions that were in conflict.

What was the process set in motion by
Vijaya Kumaranatunga? At a time when “Glas-
nost” has become a fashionable word one could
say that it was Vijaya who introduced ‘Glasnost’
between the people behird the cadjan curtain
and the rest of the country. Commanding high
visibility he went to India and met the Tamil
militant leaders in Madras, including Prabakar-
an.

He came back here and publicly articulated

that the ‘militants’ were also humans and Sri
Lankans. In that way he undermined the *‘de-
monization™ of the Tamil groups and in a way
legitimised them.

Next he went to Jaffna to negotiate for the
release of two soldiers being held in custody by
the Tigers. The video cassette he brought back
showed Kittu the Jaffna leader, feared as a
monster to be an ordinary man. Rahim with his
good looks and sophistication made a good
impression. Vijaya also paved the way for a
delegation of Buddhists priests to visit Jaffna.
Kittu was seen making offerings to the Buddhist
priests something which could not be even
visualised earlier. The climate was ideal for
reconciliation. Yet attrtudes hardened and war
clouds gathered Vijaya himself was villified
mercilessly. His motives and bona fides as a
“Sinhalese™ were questioned. It could be asked if
the Tigers had released the two prisoners to
Kumaranatunga unconditionally whether the
situation would have been different. He could
have gained political popularity in the South. The
peace constituency may have been strengthened.
The tragedies of 1987 may have been avoided.
But the sorry history of Sinhala—Tamil relations
is a long list of what might have been.

High Commissioner
met with citizens com-
mittee representatives
and discussed relevant
issues such as suitable
mechanisms for the
holding of provincial
council elections. The
deficiencies from a
Tamil perspective in
the current devolution
package was also dis-
cussed.

The citizens commit-
tees while being appre-
ciative of the efforts of
the IPKF to normalise’
the situation also pin-
pointed fundamental

“school

in the North

grievances, the fear of
living perpetually in
the shadow of the gun
shortage of food and
essential consumer
items: the loss of tex-
tbooks and uniform by
children: the
problem of unemploy-
ment particularly
among casual em-
ployees and those skil-
led workers in con-
struction industries
etc. Citizens also
stated that lorries were
being- hijacked or
being levied a heavy
extortion dues by

armed youths.

Mr. Dixit assured
the representatives
that all efforts to red-
ress genuine grie-
vances would be made.
He also said that the
door - to negotiations
was still open to the
*Tigers’ provided they
laid down arms and
accepted the accerd.

Mr. Dixit returned
to Colombo after visit-
ing Kilinochchi and
meeting Brig. Kalkhat.
He also met military
and administrative
officials in Jaffna.

Vijaya fan in critical ~

condition

rious. Jayasinghe poured petrol
over-himself and lit up his body in
front of thousands of mourners filing
past about 11 p.m. on Friday to pay
their last respects.

A grief stricken fan of the lite
actor-politician  Vijaya Kumarana-
tunga. Amarasiri Jayasinghe (30)
who set himself ablaze opposite the
Art Gallery now lies in a critical state

at the Intensive Care Unit of the

Colombo General Hospital.
According to hospital sources the
condition of Jayasinghe is very se-

It took around an hour for some
of the mourners to get the young
man to hospital.

An Unusual
Fall-out

INDIA'S involvement in action in Sri
Lankais hitting Madras residentsin the
most unexpected of ways. The pro-
longed tighting has cast its shadow on.

of all places. the local vegetable market. Prices of vegetables -
have shot up by 20 per cent to 30 per cent because Madras has
become the main shopping depot for the Indian Peace Keeping
Force. Vegetubles worth Rs 2 lakh are being bought up by the
army every day and since the city’s normal consumption is of
about Rs 10 lakh. it is only natural that prices have not
remained unaffected. Madras housewives could never have
guessed that they would one day have to pay for India’s
involvement in an overseas battle.

Lanka campaign to woo Muslims

THE MAIN OPPOSITION Sri Lanka
Freedom party (SLFP) has decided to
launch an island-wide campaign to woo the
island’s Muslims.

Party leader and former premier Mrs
Bandaranaike has instructed all district
organisers to intensify political work
among Muslims.

‘Mrs Bandaranaike herself chaired a
meeting of the recently formed Muslim

Front of the party held last week where all
Muslim electoral organisers were present.

The meeting decided that matters adver-
sely affecting the Muslims be listed and
submitted to the party to work out meas-
ures to be taken at an appropriate time to
grant relief and also to spell out the neces-
sary aspects in the forthcoming party man-
ifesto, a freedom party statement issued
last week said.

SIS CaHrFl LauewIF &iegHel




www.tamilarangam.net

Vairamuttu and his wife Thilakﬁfn with

their son, daughter-in-law and grand-

children.

Ever since the trou-
bles in Jaffna began.
iife for Ponniah Vaira-
muttu, a poor 66 year
old fisherman of the
village of Sudumalai,
was full of problems.
Food. which had al-
ways been insufficient
for both his wife and
himself,
more scarce, just like
for so many others in
the area. He eamned
less than Rs 150/= a
month., while his 58
year old wife Thilakam
would do odd jobs in
return for food and
money. They both sur-
vived on one meal a
day and a mouthful of
"bulath".

Vairamuttu's trou-
bles worsened last
June when a group of
IPKF sqldiers broke
through his wall in
brick and plaster struc-
ture in which he and
his wife lived and
ordered him to leave
his home.

His wife Thilakam
had already left for
Colombo prior to this
to get some money to
make improvements
on their home from a
daughter working for a
household there.

After several
months of sheltering in
kovils, refugee camps.
school compounds.
bad food and out-
breaks of diarrhoca in
the camps. Vairamuttu
went back home. But
home wasn't there.
any more. All that a
horrified Vairamuttu
found was a heap of
rubble. The few items

was even,

of clothing, furniture
and crockery that he
and his wife had were
looted as soon as he
left the place. Some of

" his neighbours told

him that they had seen
people going into his

home and taking out.

the items. Wearing the
dirty sarong and shirt,
he was left with, Vaira-
muttu began a long
trek to seek out some
of his numerous rela-
tions. The old man had
been injured.in his foot
some years -ago and
walking long distances
was no small-task. His
foot hurt him badly.
To get away from the
fear and jnsecurity
Vairamuttu  together
with his sop Sivakur-
unathan.”’ a
daughter—in—law,
and three symll grand-
children decided to
come to Colombo last
December.” Someone
had told thert about
Minstry of Réhabilita-
tion and possible aid.
They pawned items
and borrowed mone
for their faré to Col-
ombo. "

They met the only

person in Colombo:

they knew, Mairamut-
tu's eldest. daughter
Pakiam. who had lived
away from them for
over 27 years. working
as a housekeeper.
Thilakam. Vaira-
muttu’s wife, had
already arrived about
two months carlier.
She had collapsed a
few days after her
arrival due “to lack of
food and was _put on

severial strong antibio-
tics by the doctor who
saw her and who pro-
nounced her in “very
poor condition”.
They. were put up
with Thilukam in the
small store room be-
hind a garage which
belonged to Pakiam’s
employer. A few days
later they were joined
by another daughter
Valli. her husband Pat-
rick, and two small
children who had also
come to Colombo for
greener pastures.

Life in a
store room

For five adults and
five small children life
in the small storeroom
was not easy. They had
arrived with neither
money nor clothes. ex-
cept for what they
wore, Three of the
children were mal-
nourished. all had con-
stant fever, and one
developed measles.
Valii's husband Patrick

Tamil—speaking  offi-
cial for help. “He was,
rude to us and said he
could not help us”, says
Thilakam. "Later.
another Sinhalese offi-
cial gave us some
forms to fill in”.

From this point on-
wards the Variamuttu
family’s insccurity and
confusion only
worsened. Once they
filled in the forms and
took them back an
official told them that
they would receive Rs.
I per family to go
back to Jaffna while
another told them they
would get train fare,
plus Rs.1X) per family.
But before all  this,
they would have to get
a letter from the Gra-
ma Sevaka of the arca
endorsing the fact that
they were staving in
Colombo.

Their visit to the
Grama Sevaka too
proved fruitless. The
Grama Scvaka asked
them to get a letter

by Malkanthi Leitan

left to find a place in
Colombo for them but
has not come back to
his family as yet.

The family for
whom Pakiam worked
for collected clothes,
money and food for
the refugees, but this
in no way altered their
plight.

Insecure and afraid
they staved all day in
the room discussing
their future with cach
other and wousiering
what would become of
them. "We don’t know
what to do. we cannot
plan anytning. ¢very-
thing is so uncertain”
says Viiramuttu.

Rude and
indifferent

Last month some of
these poor village folk
went to the Ministry of
Rehubilitution which
they thought would
offer them some help.
They approached a

from the area Justice
of Peace. whom they
were not able to mect
at all. At this point the
poor family with just a
smattering of  educa-
tion and most of whom
spoke only 6th grade
Tamil deaded to give
up these wild goose
chases.

"We were just
wasting money on
bus—fare and no one
ever took the trouble
at the Ministry of Re-
habilitation to tell us
anything as to how we
could get assistance
and so on” says Thil-
kam. "Each once said
something  contradic-

tory to the other. some’

did not
questions”.

answer  our

Fraction of
the many

Vairamuttu and his
fumily are just a frac-
tion of the many
homeless people

Jaffna’s refugees in Colombo

Vaili _and- her two
children — their
future is uncertain.

flecing the north.
Their future is uncer-
tain and no form of
relief or assistance
seems to be offered to
them by the authorities
concerned. And. for
poor people like them
with limited know-
ledge about these cur-
rent matters. should
there not be someone
im places. which sup-
posedly offer refief to
such people o help
and explain things to
them.

Unsure

Last week Thila-
kam, her son Sivakur-
unathan, his wife Pon-
nakandh, and their
three children, one of
them barely a month
uld, decided to return
to Jaffna and find
some sort of a solution
to their problems. The
rest of the family are
still in Colombo, with-
out a cent to their
name troubled and un-
sure about what the
future holds for them.

Pictures by

Gamini Mendis

\Thelsland
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DIPLOMACY

High Stakes Gamble

India’s role in Sri Lanka has strategic advantages

“ILtold mycommanders that it was avery
difficult mission. a very sad mission and also
that we would do our utmost to be fair.
humane and use minimum force even at the
risk of uccepting more casualties than we
normally would. They were told that they
were going in against their own people.”™

General K. Sundarji. INDIA TODAY.
February 1986.

firmly—establish [ndia’s pre-eminence as
the regional superpower.

That may be a bit premature—the
accord has a long way to go before [ull
implementation—but the current air of
elation and contidence in South Block has
not been in evidence since the aftermath
of the 1971 operations in what is now
Bangladesh. The Indian Peace Keeping

lustranon ov AJIT NINAN

(wind) is aptly named. The change in
South Block, which houses the offices of
the prime minister. the External Affairs
Ministry and the Defence Ministry, is
remarkable—and palpable. At no other
time has the Indian military and political
leadership marched so closely in step and
to the same drummer. What diplomats
refer to as *'a projection of India's power”,
army generals translate as ‘the higher di-
rection of war”. The loss of lives in Sri
Lanka. the financial cost and the fact that
the enemy is of Tamil origin is seen as
small sacrifice compared to the gains for
India’s long-term strategic interests. Ac-
cording to army sources. the loss of 266
Indian Army lives (the official toll il last
week) is the minimum

HE first time Krish- . §
I naswami Sundarji |

issued those orders.
it was as head of the In-
dian Army's Western
Command. The mission:
Operation Bluestar. the
June 1984 army action to
flush out terrorists from
Amritsar's Golden Tem-
ple. On October 10, 1987.
he found himself repeat-
ing exactly the same or-
ders to his commanders.
this time as chief of army
staff. The mission: Opera-
tion Pawan. the Indian
Army action todisarm the

Liberation Tigers of Tamil | £=
Eelam (LTTE} in Sri Lanka.

Both operations bear =
traumatic similarities—a z )
battle with unfamiliar | %~
constraints: the emo-- %/////

tional involvement of the

R

L%

v

Q >

mm \\ L

)
////////7/////////;//// 4 ///// 7/,/////////i:/t/l ;

pricethey expecttopay for
establishing Ngw Delhr's
“sphere of influence'g. -
Already. as Indian
strategists point out. the
effects are in evidence. In
one stroke of Rajiv's Par-
ker peni, New Delhi has
ensured that the only for-
eign military presence in
Sri Lanka will be Indian.
Statements by Sri Lankan
ministers like Gamini Dis-
sanayake that the accord
does not bar Colombo
from having Israeli “‘ex-
perts”, are seen as cater-
ing to alocal constituency
and not any climb-down
3 : on the accord.
L o\ i More important, in
L \ South Block's view, isthat
@AY Pakistan's military rela-
\\\\\\\\\\\\ tionship with Sri Lanka

w

\
N

I

\

civilian population: a con-
gested. urban battle-
ground: a highly-moti-
vated and heavily-armed
foe of the same ethnic
identity. But there the
similarity abruptly ends.

There is broader diplomatic advantage inherent
in the presence of the Indian Army on the island
that is designed to finally establish India’s pre-
eminence as the regional superpower.

) has been permanently se-
vered. Prior to the accord.
Sri Lankan security forces
were being trained by the
Pakistan Army in Sri
Lanka as well as in Paki-
stan. The Indian Army
brass has also never for-

Bluestar was a domestic
operation. Pawan has. for the first time,
placed Indian troops on foreign soil to
tackle the domestic problem of another
country, and at considerable cost.

But in the eves of South Block. Opera-
tion Pawan will be worth every paisa—
and the life of every Indian soldier lost in
Sti Lanka. The immediate objective may
be to ensure the implementation of the
Indo-SriLankan Accord but thereis also a
broaderdiplomaticadvantage inherentin
the presence of the Indian Army on the
island that is designed to finally—and

" Force (1pkF) in Sri Lanka is seen as the

cutting edge of the boldest Indian diplo-
matic initiative undertaken in recent
years. Senior diplomats and army strate-
gists refer to it as a “turning point” in
its regional and international ambitions.

In army headquarters, be-medalled
generals bandy phrases like: “We're liv-
ing in exciting times.” Others claim: “We
areinthe process ofchanging the region’s
history. [t is tragic that we are fighting
Tamils but we must use it to advantage.”

[n that sense. Operation Pawan

gotten that in the 1971
Indo-Pakistan war. Islamabad was al-
lowed to use Colombo as a refuelling base
for its aircraft. **That situation will never
beallowed tohappen again.” saysasenior
army officer. *“Pakistan’s military in-
volvementin Sri Lanka came to an end on

July 29, 1987, and we intend to make

certain it stays that way.” Officials also
pointto the fact that the strategic harbour
of Trincomaleeis now effectively in Indian
control and no longer capable of becom-
ing another Diego Garcia. “If the Ameri-
cans had been given Trinco as an R & R
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(restand recreation) base. we would have
had no choice but to treble our naval
force.” says an Indian admiral.

South Block also points to the poten-
tial problem of having 1.20.000 refugees
from Sri Lanka sitting on ‘niian soil
indefinitely, a figure that corfidential
military projections say couldezsily have
doubled had India not intervened. *What
we are talking about is the prospect of
another Bangladesh in Tamil Nadu. We
Justcouldnotaﬂordthattohappon says
a foreign ministry source.”

HESE are. of course. the Dbvious,
I immediate benefits for '{nC a.Butin
the high-security corrier of South
Block that houses the army -top brass’
offices. the growing pile of secret position
papers. prime ministerial briefs, tactical
reports and long-term stratey capers all
indicate the broader diplomatic profits
from India’s Sri Lankan thrust—and a
newly-aggressive policy which recogni-
ses the growing role of the army as a key
element in that policy. Savs a serving
general: “The Indian Army is not the
same as it was in 1962. It now fits into
India’s power projection.”

One such secret report points out that
the primary military advantage is that
“you are fighting vour battles outside
vour country” (unlike Bluestar). and this
has a limited (Tamil Nadu only) domestic
fall-out. Army officials insist that Opera-
tion Pawan was part of carefully-crafted.
long-term strategic planning which in-
cluded the possibility of high casualties in
theinitial stages of the operation. * Admit-
tedly. we expected the LTTE to be less
intransigent and more in our ccatrol. In
that sense we miscalculated. But the
prospect of the Indian Armjy having to
take on the LTTE miiitaril) was an option
in our projections.” says a ggneral. Adds.
Minister of State for External Afairs K.
Natwar Singh: “No govérnment can go
into an agreement of this nature without
having tied up the obvious lcose ends. We
examined every possible option. There
were no low-cost options available. If
anybody can suggest a berte‘ alternative,
we will gladly examine it.”

In fact. the secret army papers com-
pare Operation Pawan with ‘th: British
involvement in the Falklands and force-
fully insist that Sri Lanka can “under no
circumstances” become another Viet-
nam or Afghanistan. In military terms.
‘the Indian Army now believes that the

LTTE is no longer a major threat and it is -

‘only a matter of time before the organisa-
tion. or at least a major part of it. surren-
ders. South Block also claims that in the

event of an unconditional surrender by
the LTTE. they will still be ensured accom-
modation in the subsequent political set-
up for the north and east.

Army projections do not. however,
discount the prospect of the 1PKF being in
Sri Lanka indefinitely. In a secret briefing
paper sent to Rajiv Gandhi. Sundarji has
terrmed a pull-out by the 1PkF as ‘“‘un-
acceptable”. Says one of his key aides:
“We would like to change our nomencla-
ture from IPKF to the Accord Implementa-
tion Force. That is our main brief—to
ensure that the accord is fully imple-
mented. Pulling out before that will be
political and military suicide.” In the
briefing papers on Operation Pawan. the
army hasdetailed itsshort-term and long-
termintentions which, asonestates, “isto

The Indian
- Peace Keeping
Force (IPKF) in Sri
Lanka is the
cutting edge of
the boldest Indian
diplomatic
initiative
undertaken in
recent years.
Senior diplomats
and army
strategists
refer to it as the
“turning point”'.

leave one unified Sri Lanka in which the
Tamils are given their rightful status and
Sri Lanka is not an adversary™.

The short-term plan is. as the paper
says. 'to bend the LTTE without breaking
it". The vrrTE still has plenty of arms
though they appear to be running short of
ammunition. Intelligence sources re-
vealed to INDIA TODAY that they are well
funded by expatriate Tamils—the LTTE
has recently bought a ship called the
Hlyana in Europe with the intention of
loading it with arms and ammunition.
sailing it to a port like Singapore and then
transferring the cargo to smaller boats to
try and slip through the naval blockade of
the Palk Straits.

Army intelligence puts the current
strength of the LTTE in Sri Lanka at 4,000
men, armed mainly with SLRs (Self-Load-
ing Rifles). AK-47s. G-3 rifles and car-
bines, heavy machine-guiis and RPG
rocket launchers. They n# longer have
theability to manufacture m:ines. mortars
and grenades as they were dotng earlier.
except in very small numbers. The 1PxF
strength is currently 29.633 men. Palaly
is the headquarters of the 34ih Infantry
Division which is responsible for Jaffna
city. under the control of the 41st Infantry
Brigade while the 91st Infaniry Division
has been entrusted with protecting the
lives of the civilian populztion. The 18th
Infantry Division has been Jfeployed at
Navakulli and the 115th Irfantry Brigade
at Point Pedro. Under the 36th Infantry

Division. headquartered at Trincomalee.
is the 47th Infantry Brigade at Killinoo-
chuti. 72nd ‘Infantry ; Brigade at
Vavuniya. 340th (Indepegdent) Infantry
Brigade at Trincomalee arid Muthur and
76th Infantry Brigade at Batticaloa. The
1pkFalso hasone armouredregiment from’
63rd Cavalry with T-72 tanks and air
support from Akbar, the Indian name for
Mi-24 helicopter gunships.

The troops involved have been delib-
erately chosen to représent as wide a
cross-section of the Indian Army as possi-
ble and includes: the Brigade of Guards:
Parachute Regiment: Para Commandos:
Punjab Regiment: Grenadiers: Madras
Regiment: Maratha Light Infantry: Raj-
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putanaRifles; Rajput Regiment: Sikh Reg-
iment; Sikh Light Infantry; Garhwal Ri-
fles; Mahar Regiment and Gorkha Rifles.

CCORDING to army intelligence ass-
Aessments of the situation in Sri
Lanka, theflyin the LTTE 0intment

is not so much Pirabhakaran as his num-
ber two, Mahattaya, the man who sur-
faced last fortnight to orchestrate the
handing over of the 18 Indian Army
prisoners held by the LTTE. **‘Mahattaya is
now more of a hawk than Pirabhakaran
who is perhaps still sizsceptible to influ-
ence from someonelike (TamilNadu Chief
Minister) M.G. Ramachandran.
Mahattaya, and perhaps the more blood-
thirsty of his followers, will still carry on
the battle,” says an army source, adding,

top sources, actually welcomed it.
“Washington may value its strategic alli-
ance with Islamabad but it is also in their
interests to have stability in the region.
Only India can ensure that,” says the
official.

That confidence is bolstered by the
unspoken acceptance that the other su-
perpower, the Soviet Union, will back
New Delhi to the hilt. Soviet Premier N.T.
Ryzhkov in fact, took a public stance last
fortnight in “fully supporting” India’s
role in Sri Lanka. Obviously, it admirably
suits Moscow to have India assert herself
asthe cock of the regional walk. The Indo-
Sri Lankan agreement has also been
supported at the recent Commonwealth
summit, and by the European Economic
Community (EEC).

PRAMOD PUSHKARNA

IPKF in Jaffna: consolidating its hold

“that means we may be there for some
time in a situation comparable to Punjab
today. We think India and the Indian
Army is big enough to handle two Pun-
jabs. That is the basis of our motivation.”

And of South Block’s indirect game
plan—to spread the message of the Rajiv
Doctrine to the region. South Block points
out that the military offensive has been
matched by a diplomatic one. Rajiv’s visit
to the White House, they assert, was
essentially to explain India's role in Sri
Lanka. and its broader regional contours.
The US Administration reportedly ac-
cepted that viewpoint and, according to

' The loss of
lives in Sri Lanka,
the financial
cost of the
operation and
the fact that
the enemy is of
Tamil origin are
seen as a small
sacrifice
compared to the
gains for India’s
overall, long-
term strategic
interests.

That New Delhi has begun to assert
her regional authority diplomatically is
increasingly in evidence. During the re-
cent border talks between India and
China. New Delhi made it abundantly
clear that Beijing’s claims to Arunachal
Pradesh would have to be discarded be-
fore any progress was possible. Indian
officials say that the army now has the
Chinese Army pinned down in Wandung
on the border and will continue to apply
military pressure to convince Beijing that
New Dethi cannot be trifled with. That
message may have gone home. The Chi-
nese side was more accommodating than
at any ofthe earlier border talks. Rajiv has
been invited to Beijing by the Chinese

leadership and a package border agree-
ment could be on the anvil sooner than
most people expect.

India has also let it be known to Nepal
that it will no longer tolerate Kathmandu
playing sides and has warned Nepal of the
consequences of its recent intention to
buy anti-aircraft guns from China. Ban-
gladesh leader Ershad’s capitulation on
the Chakma refugee issue is another
indicator. The Indian director-general of
military operations recently informed his
Pakistani counterpart thatthe presenceof
30,000 Indian troops in Sri Lanka should
not tempt Islamabad into any aggressive
moves as India was quite capable of
handling any military threat from across
the border. Says a senior diplomat: “We
want to maintain good relations with all

our neighbours and respect their unity

and territorial integrity. But our skze and

the legacy of geography has given us &=

responsibility and a role that we cannot
shirk.”

In Sri Lanka itself, the Indian Govern-
ment has launched a new diplomatic
offensive to win over, or at least convince
of India’s good intentions, the most agg-
ressive critics ofthe accord. High Commis-
sioner ].N. Dixit has, in the past fortnight,
met with Sri Lankan Prime Minister
Premadasa, the most rabid India-baiterin
the Sri Lankan Cabinet. The meeting
between the two—the first in almost 18
months—is seen in New Delhi as a major
breakthrough. Dixit also met with anti-
accord opposition leader and former
prime minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike
with much more visible success.
Bandaranaike's statements after the
meeting show a greater appreciation for
India’s role in the island than at any
previous time.

In the eastern part of the island, the
pkF, under a plan called Operation Ca-
chet, is quickly consolidating its hold in
the knowledge that the LTTE's writ does
not run here as in the north. 1pkr sources
also say that they have a plan to prevent
colonisation by the Sinhalese in the east-
ern province—one of the main fears of the
Tamils. ‘“We are looking at the long-term
implications of our involvement. Which-
ever way the dice falls, we have a contin-
gency plan for it. Every move by the Ipkr is
approved in New Delhi. Only if there is a
50 per cent chance of success is the green
signal given,” says one of the officials in
charge of monitoring the Sri Lankan
situation.

That is perhaps the most credible sign
of South Block's intentions to see the
accord through to the end—and ensure
thatIndia does not suffer in the process. In
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South Block, a core group of senior
officers from the External Affairs Minis-
try and the army has been set up to
monitor the situation virtually minute-
by-minute. "“This is a serious issue and
we cannot afford to be casual about it.
There is pressure on us, there is tremen-
dous pressure on the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment. But we have the expertise to
handle it so that our interests, those of
the Sri Lankan Government and of the
Tamils in Sri Lanka are met. That is the
bottom line,” insists Natwar Singh.
Clearly, New Delhi has its sights set
on a major diplomatic triumph and is
pulling out all the stops to ensure that it
is successful. But much will depend on
the Sri Lankan Government and Jaye-
wardene himself—and the unwritten

agreements that have been hammered
outsince the accord was signed last July.
The LTTE may be on the run and in
disarray, but it will take a lot of convinc-
ing before the majority Sinhalese cease
viewing the Indian Army as an occupa-
tion force. For Indian diplomacy, Sri
Lanka represents perhaps the biggest
challenge since 1971. Success will en-
sure that its regional status is com-
mensurate with its size and geographi-
cal legacy. Failure will circumscribe

.India’s diplomatic and military role for

decades to come.

Considering the daunting odds, is
India’s regional game plan workable?
Obviously, like the green signal given in
New Delhi for 1pXF operations, the strat-
egy. at the present moment, seems to
havea 50 percentsuccessratio. But New

Delhi's new aggressiveness is also obvi-
ously corelated to the timing and the
new rapport that Sundarji has estab-
lished with the political high command.
Not since the days of Saum Maneckshaw
have the armed forces wielded the kind
of clout they now doin South Black. The
main reason for that is Sundarji himself.

Sundarji wears his flamboyance as a
badge of honour, and his powers of
persuasion and oratory are legend. The
office of the chief ui army staff would be
unrecognisable to its previous occu-
pants. Itbristles with high-tech gadgetry
including laser projectors and disks that
superimpose imageson maps and charts
to help plan military strategy and offer
alternativesin different operational situ-
ations. On major exercises like Brass-

ick, General Patton-like character, his
critics paint him to be. Before taking over
as chief, Sundarjilocked himselfaway in
Goa to compile his personal strategic
bible for the Indian Army. His briefs to’
the prime minister and the Cabinet are
military masterpieces, brilliantly writ-
ten. But there is also no denying that he
could be prone to over-confidence. In
looking at the regional woods, New
Delhi may have missed the trees.

New Delhi'sdesire to flexmuscleisall
very well, but to accomplish that effec-
tively also requires widespread public
support. India’s efforts in Sri Lanka can
hardly be said to have that—only be-

.cause New Delhi’s explanations have

not been convincing enough. And the
reason for thatis a crucial one—credibil-

BHAWAN SINGH

tacks, similar equipment stored in a
special air-conditioned trailer is taken
along. His aides in adjoining offices
operate on computers and word proces-
Sors.

The overall effect is spellbinding and
Sundarji's command of the language
and his strategic thinking have obvi-
ously impressed the political leadership
and given the military a major say in
foreign policy. His critics, and there are
many even within the army, see his
ambition as a flaw and have branded
him a “death and glory boy”, deter-
mined to secure his place in military
history.

However, the army brass views him
with something akin to awe and there is
no denying that the man has tremen-
dous charisma. Neitheris he the maver-

L3

o

Sundarji’s
command of the
language and his
strategic thinking

have obviously
impressed the
political
leadership and
given the military
a major role in
the foreign policy
of the country.

ity, or the lack of it. If New Delhi is
prepared to face the collective suspicion
of the neighbours, handle domestic
problems and public opinion, it cannot
do so effectively without that vital in-
gredient. More important perhaps is the
need for the image of a strong Indian
leadership in the international context.
Mrs Gandhi was respected by interna-
tionalleaders for precisely that and there
was consequently less resistance to her
regional policies. Without a strong lead-
ership. domestic stability and public
support, New Delhi will be seriously
hampered in its regional efforts. The
stakes in Sri Lanka may be high but so is
the risk of failure. As one general soberly
admits: “If we fail, it will not be Rajiv’s
Waterloo but India's Waterloo.”
—DILIP BOBB

INDIA TODAY @ DECEMBER 15,1987

24

SIDsH Capdl reuemd sieUQ 86l

b %o




at

www.tamilarangam.net
H
] A list of the active Tamil militant groups:
; LTTE (LIBERATION TIGERS OF TAMIL EELAM)
: PLOT (PEOPLE’S LIBERATION ORGANISATION OF TAMIL
EELAM)
TELO (TAMIL EELAM LIBERATION ORGANIZATION) ~
TELA (TAMIL EELAM LIBERATION ARMY)
TEA (TAMIL EELAM ARMY) .
EROS (EELAM REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZATION)
EPRLF  (EELAM PEOPLE'S REVOLUTIONARY LIBERATION
| FRONT
TELE "(TAMIL EELAM LIBERATION EXTREMISTS)
TERO (TAMIL EELAM REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZATION) ; :
TERPLA (TAMIL EELAM REVOLUTIONARY PEQPLE’S : : ' ..
| LIBERATION ARMY) o ke
RFTE (RED FRONT OF TAMIL EELAMISTS) '
TELG (TAMIL EELAM LIBERATION GUERRILLAS)
 NLFT (NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT OF TAMIL EELAM)
PLFT (PEOPLE’'S LIBERATION FRONT OF TAMIL. EELAM)
‘ IFTA (ILANKAI FREEDOM TAMIL ARMY)
TEDF (TAMIL EELAM DEFENCE FRONT)
TENA  (TAMIL EELAM NATIONAL ARMY)
TPSO (TAMIL PEOPLE’S SECURITY ORGANIZATION)
TPSF (TAMIL PEOPLE’S SECURITY FRONT)
TEC (TAMIL EELAM COMMANDO)
- TELF (TAMIL EELAM LIBERATION FRONT)
TEEF (TAMIL EELAM EAGLES FRONT)
GATE (GUERRILLA ARMY OF TAMIL EELAM)
RCG (RED CRESCENT GUERRILLAS)
EM (EAGLE MOVEMENT) _ ,
SRSL (SOCIALIST REVOLUTIONARY SOCIAL LIBERATION)
TEBM (TAMIL EELAM BLOOD MOVEMENT)
TPCU (TAMIL PEOPLE’S COMMAND UNIT)
ELT (EELAM LIBERATION TIGERS)
TLDF (TAMIL LIBERATION DEFENCE FRONT)
RELO (REVOLUTIONARY EELAM LIBERATION
ORGANIZATION) ‘
TESS (TAMIL EELAM SECURITY SERVICE)
‘ PLP (PEOPLE’S LIBERATION PARTY)
k TPDF (TAMIL PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC FRONT)
TELC . (TAMIL EELAM LIBERATION COBRAS)
TS (THREE STARS) )
ENDLF  (EELAM NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC LIBERATION FRONT) ]
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