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. We have been recogmsed by the Law society as specialist advisors in Immlgratlon and Asylum Law, And
e we are in the Law society’s Immigration Law Panel.
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We offer friendly and professional advice on:

= Employment Matters
— Traffic Offences
- Justices Licences

Immigration & Asylum Matters

Nationality Matters

Civil Litigation

Advice at Police Stations and detention centres

we undertake legal aid work

i ') Principal: S. Manogaran vis oo
L UAL““;SE;:CE 24 Hoe Street, Walthamstow,
et London E17 4PH Sy

Mob: 07889104194 Fax: 020 8521 8202
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1A, SIBLEY GROVE, EAST HAM, LONDON E12 6SD.

T.P:- 020 85522613, 020 8472 2900
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{Text of a recent letter sent to
Hon.Bill Graham, Foreign Minister of
Canada by the President, WICV/A)

We welcome the declaration by
the Hon. Minister “hailing the deal as an
absolutely wonderful breakthrov.gh and
Canada could give plenty of advice on
Sfuture constitutional arrangements and
how to fosier better understanding be-
tween peoples.” However, the Foreign
Ministry has in the past followed a ster-
ile, unprincipled.and unproductive pol-
icy in regard to the ethnic conflict in Sri
Lanka. Its oft repeated assertions that it
is willing to mediate between the govern-
ment and the LTTE if both sides made a
Joint request sounded hypocritical and
illogical.

Canada was the first Western
country to brand the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam as * an organization en-
gaged in terrorism” without taking into
account the causes that led to the armed
struggle. Such myopic character assassi-
nation only helped 1o embolder the
racist Sri Lankan government to spurn
all efforts to find a peaceful solution to
the conflict till now. It sought a military
solution through its infamous “War for
Peace’ subterfuge spending billions of
rupees that resulted in destroying the
country’s economy.

The Hon. Minister will agree
that war is not the first choice of the
oppressed people, but it is the last resort
after exhausting peaceful methods of
struggle. Again it is the oppressor and
not the oppressed who decides the mode
of resistance. The struggle of the Tamil
people against military oppression has
similarities with the struggle of the
South African black people against the
now extinct apartheid white regime.

' In 1994 Canada was invited to

serve as a member of the monitoring
committee supervising the cease-fire
agreement between the LTTE and Sri
Lanka. But this time around Canada has
been left in the cold because of the hos-
tile attitude of the Canadian government
towards the LTTE.

As Canadian Tamils we like the
Canadian government to play an active
role in resolving the conflict on an equi-
table basis. But this cannot be done as
long as Canada treats the LTTE as a
“terrorist organization.” Even a seem-
ingly innocent Non-profit organization
like the Tamil Rehabilitation Organiza-
tion (TRO) Canada has been denied tax-
exempt status simply because the Minis-
ter of Revenue considers it as a front
organization of another organization that
is in turn a front organization of the
LTTE! But the same Minister has no
qualms in collecting taxes from Tamil
Canadians who are supporters (90%5) of
the LTTE.

We are hopeful the new Minister
of Foreign Affairs will take steps to usher
in a more dynamic, pragmatic and prin-
cipled. foreign policy that will respect the
dignity and self-respect of the Tamil peo-
ple.  Canadian government should ad-
dress the causes of the armed struggle
rather than the symptoms of it. The
wrongs of the past in branding an entire
community as “terrorists supporters”
should be righted if the Canadian gov-
ernment wish to play a role in “the future
constitutional arrangements and foster
better understanding between the peo-
ple.”” The government can make a begin-
ning by abandoning its obsession lo de-
port Manickavasagam Suresh to Sri
Lanka at all costs, a country he fled fear-
ing persecution on grounds of ethnicity
and religion.

DREAMED

1 dreamed a dream of Eelam fair

She stood in tears with those who share
The anguish she was forced to bear,
Only because from shore to shore

Her Tamil children dared to raise

Their hands against tyrannies more.

Mass graves and rape, with tortures too,
Imprisonment of innocent before they
grew.
For years they languished in dark
dreadful places,
While parents begged to see their faces.
Young boys and girls were dying there,
But to ask a question who would dare?
Bombs, hunger, fear and sickness too
On Her dear children grew and srew.

And then my dream it changed and
changed!

From rapture to great peace it ranged,

For an Angel stood on our blood scaked
sand

And raised his hand and blessed our
land.

He spoke and said "Go forth in 7aith

And in God's strength and wisdom rest

Your Eelam will be greatly blessed.

She'll throw off the wicked yoke of
years,

No more, no more your ceaseless tears.

In your great strength from God above

Send to all the island the Peaceful Dove,

For it will be God's messenger cf love"

And then ] saw the rubble gone

To marshes and waste land forlom,

And on it spread a vast green lawn

A huge tower stood on it --firm and
strong

In memory of martyrs who died

For the freedom the Elavar sought and
tried.

A DREAM

Before the tower Olympus spread,

With children, playing laughing free
from dread!

"Our martyrs died not in vein!" they
said.

Oh! Hear again their joyous refrain

"Our martyrs have not died in vein!!"

Then from afar came thousands of men
From distant lands our kith we ken.
They came to give of their fine minds
Free innovations of many kinds
Architects to plan new lovely towns
Upon green downs, upon our downs!
Doctors, energy wise and research men
in every field,
Came to our Eelam their ideas, all free,
to yield!
Work done they left, with joy untold
The joy on Elavar faces to behold!

Yes great Thamil Eelam stood in
splendor-

A nation which would show the world

How She would truth and toil in honor
hoid.

An Eelam where justice and joy

~ prevails,

No crime, no fear, but only love,

With all Her gifts from God above.

To Prabhakaran \we will all raise

Our grateful thanks and songs of praise.

-Anonymous=

—

HOMELAND

President Chandrika threatens

to torpedo ceasefire

Sri Lanka’s President Chandrika Kumaratunga Monday threatened to
derail the permanent ceasefire between the United National Front government and
the Liberation Tigers with a single letter to the Army commander, a press report said
Tuesday. President Kumaratunga also stepped up the war of words with the UNF
government of Premier Ranil Wickremesinghe, dealing a heavy blow to the latter s
efforts to sustain governance by cohabitation between Parliament and the office of
the President, the Daily Mirror reported. Kumaratunga’s People s Alliance (PA),
along with the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) and the paramilitary Eelam
Peoples Democratic Party (EPDP) intend o mount a legal challenge to the
permanent ceasefire, press reports said Monday.

"I can stop Ranil Wickremesinghe's agreement with one letter to the army
commander” President Kumaratunga, who is commander in chief of Sri Lanka s
armed forces told a local government meeting in Ja Ela, according to the Daily
Mirror.

“There are several suspicious clauses in the agreement with the LTTE. |
have appointed a committee o study the agreement and the report would be out in
day or two. Then I will take necessary action,” she said.

The President has deputed the former Foreign Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar to consult legal experts on the fault-lines of the agreement, and the
PA statement is likely to point them out, the Hindu reported Monday. “In the
agreement of the UNP I believe our security camps are facing a great danger”, the
Daily Mirror quoted her as saying.

Sri Lanka state radio reported Monday that Kumaratunga’s main
opposition People s Alliance would, along with the JVP and the EPDP are planning
to mount a legal challenge to the permanent ceasefire.

Kumaratunga, who on Friday accused the Wickremesinghe government of
going through an improper and undemocratic procedure for the ceasefire accord,
insisted she was still very much the Head of State. She claims that the UNF
government had violated the Constitution by not consulting the President, Parliament
and Cabinet of Ministers ‘before signing the agreement.

The government denies the accusations. Government spokesman Prof. G.L. Peiris
was quoled as saying the cabinet had discussed the proposed ceasefire agreement on
February.20 and February 21 and had endorsed its provisions in unequivocal terms.
The President had not attended the cabinet meeting, the government said. The
government has brought forward the Parliamentary debate on the agreement to next
Monday. . :

Prof. Peiris pointed out Monday that in 1995 the terms of the cessation of
hostilities agreement drawn up between Kumaratunga's government and the LTTE
were not presented to or endorsed by the Cabinet. Observers say the present
ceasefire negotiated painstakingly in the past two months by the Norwegian
government incorporates several features of the 1995 truce, and includes additional
safeguards.

Furthermore, denying Kumaratunga’ s claims that she had been kept in the
dark as to the details of the ceasefire and presented with a fait accompli, Prof. Peiris
said the Prime Minister had exhaustively discussed the terms of the agreement with
the President for three hours on February 21. The Norwegian delegation is also
reported to have discussed truce with the President during its formation.

Criticising Kumaratunga’s complaints, Prof Peiris said it was remarkable
that these were the issues which seemed to have agitated the President's mind at a
time when a major event of national importance was unfolding, in reference to the
landmark truce agreement between the government and. the LTTE.

The ceasefire has been enthustastlcally welcomed by the international
community. India, the United States, Britain and Japan hailed the agreement hours
afier it was unveiled by the Norwegian government Friday. Since then, Australia,
Canada and Pakistan have welcomed it with United Nations Secretary-General Kofi
Annan extending his support on Monday.

P e ey e e e T eabal
TRO(Canada) funds Computer Training Centre in Vanni

TRO (Canada) is funding a " their life. Education- wise they are 20
compuler training centre in Vanni that years behind those in the south of the
will provide training for 40 students in country. Teachers, buildings, equipment,
computer programming. The project Sfurniture, teaching materials etc. are
needs 22 computers at a cost of Cdn, woefully inadequate in the Northeast.
345,000. The appeal for funding came There are more than 10,000
from TRO (Vanni). vacancies for teachers in the Northeast.

" Foreign Newspaper The appointment of several thousand
correspondents like the BBC Lester teachers by the previous government has
Harrison reported that students in been cancelled by the present
Vanni have never seen a computer in government. '

Slhala Urumaya urges PreS|dent to nulllfy MoU

The Sihala Urumaya (SU), the hard-line Sinhala natlonahst party, declared Tuesday that it would launch a
campaign among the Sinhalese to urge President Chandrlka_Kumaratunga to use her executive powers to invalidate
the cease-fireé agreement between the United National Front government and the LTTE. Mr. Tilak Karunaratne, leader
of the Sihala Urumaya (SU), addressing a press conference in Colombo Tuesday said that his party has decided to file
a case on Thursday in the Court of Appeal seeking the nullification of the MoU and the cease-fire agreement as these,
according to him have contravened the Constitution of Sri Lanka
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ROYAL JEWELERY

287 High Street North, East Ham,
London E12 6SL
Tel: 020 8 472 55 00
Fax. 020 8472 56 87
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We are specialist firm to conduct Immigration and Crime work under the
Community Legal Service
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We also specialist in Commercial and Residential Conveyéncing including
Licensing and Planning

Additional areas covered:
Family & Children matters

REPRESENTATION
AT " Sqecialist Helg Point
POLICE STATION, HOME OFFICE, AIRPORT ETC s

PRINCIPAL PARTNER S.SATHANANTHAN
MANAGING PARTNER DR. S. BHASKAR - PARTNER RAHMAN

378, HIGH STREET'NORTH, MANOR PARK, LONDON E12 6PH
TEL: 020 8471 9484 FAX: 020 8471 9485
WEARE ALWAYS AT YOUR SRVICE
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| Best Quality DVD, VCD and Video Cassettes, for sale and Rental
Audio CDs & Cassettes on sale, Electrical Apphances Repaired
Video Filming

76 Hoe Street Walthamstow London E17
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