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27 February 1987

DeaF Friends.
EARLY WARNING IIT

During 1985 about 3500 Tamils. mostly civilians. have been
killed by the security forces or by Sinhalese civilians armed
by the Sri Lankan Government in the Tamil Homeland. In 19384
and 1985 the estimated killings wvere 2000 and 3000
respectively. During the latter part of 1935 there were
extensive military operations in Batticaloa. In January and

February 1987 military operations have been extended to. all’

parts of the Tamil Homeland. There was -a ‘'massacre- ' in
Paduvankarai in Batticaloa between 28th and 31st January in
which over 100 -persons were killed. There were also extensive
*illings in Mannar. Trincomalee and Kilinochchi. In 1987 about
500 Tamils have been killed so far.

The government has established a large number of military
camps in the recent weeks. Additional military personnel " “"ana
equipment have been moved to the Tamil areas. A recent report
states that the strength of the forces in the Jaffna peninsula
is to be increased from 12.000 to 20.000 and 30 helicopters.
30 naval boats. 5 hombers and 10 light aircraft are stationed
in the peninsula. The operations in which mercenaries (ex -SAS
officers) too are taking part. are guided by men from the
Mossad .

The Government has also placed an embargo on fuel to parts of
the Tamil Homeland from the beginnig of the year. With the
onset of the dry season the crops and plants will be seriously
affected in the forthcoming months - causing severe shortage of
food in the Tamil Homeland. The Government has openly declared
its military option to suppress the liberation struggle of the
Tamil people. = :
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The present actions of the Sri Lankan Government indicate that
the current military offensive in the peninsula is going to be
intensified and extended also to other parts of the Tamil
Homeland. 7"t is feared that thousands of civilians will be
killed.

We therefore request that vyou take steps to warn concerned
people of these signs and endeavour to prevent the genocide.

Thank you.

With every good wish.

Yours sincerely.
-~ A
-
¥R N TRUTHAYAM
INFORMATION OFFICER

Encl:

News reports annexed:

Guardian. 25.2.87

Guardian and Daily News. 3.3.87

Daily News. 4.3.87
Summary of recent events. TIC.
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Yesterday 59 Tamils who wish to claim refugee status in Britain were granted a review of their situation.
JOHN RETTIE, in Colombo, cxplains why life is not a bed of roses for them in Sri Lanka

The terror that the Tamils remember

“ THE SINHALESE are so
nice  and charming, bhut
they're lazy and feckless.”
my family always used (o
say. I it's work you want,

vou have o guo 0 (he
Tamils."

Of course, those were colo-
nial  times.,  and  nubody

thought anything of remarks
that nowadays would be de
nounced as almost racist.
But my family weren't the
only tea-planters to say that.
In fact, L:Sm_ all the British

i Ceylon, whatever they
were  doing,  believed the
same. Which, of course, is

why Tamils were brought
over from southern India to
wark on the estates.

~As in so many British colo-
njes which we organised for
our own ends, this left yet
another legacy for ths coun.

try to deal with ance it be-
came {ndependent — the
roblem of the plantation
amils.

And in any case, the Sinha
lese had a very different
vicw about pleasing the colo.
nial masters. " Why did you
expect us to work on your
estates for the pittance you
paid the Indian Tamils?"
they ask. “ After all. we had

aur own land, and we were
quite happy working that.”
But why did the British
not employ the C
ils on  (he There
were plenty of theni in the
northern and eastern prov-
inces, which are their tradi-
tional homeland. First and
foremost. because the Ceylan

Tamils, particularly in the
northern Jaffna peninsula,
had  quite different ideas
about their role under the
British. The Jaffina Tamils
were  hard workers for a

very good reason : their land
is dry and produces only
with  the cxpenditure of
much sweat, toil, and tears.
Being an intelligent folk,
and quick on the uptake,
they saw at once that a much
better road to advancement
was to learn English and
serve the imperial masters as
administrators. This they did
with consummate efficiency,

earning much distinction,
teo, in law, medicine. and
~other professfons. So. of

course, did many Sinhalese,
but maost preferred the pleas:
ant life on their good earth.
So it was the Ceylon Tamils
who carved out for them.
sclves a very special place

under the British.

It was hardly surprising
that after independence, in
1948, the Sinhalese should
have wanted to do their own
thing. establish their own
identity. The Tamils, I think,
took too little account of this,
and many Sinhalese cer-
tainly felt their behaviour
smacked of arrogance. ,

But this ang other mis-
takes they made can hardly
justify their treatment since
independence. It was, after
all, Eﬂ:w provocative of the
then Primme Minister, Solo-
mon Bandaranaike, to bring
in a “Sinhala. only " lan.
wcwm@ policy in 1956. )

This began the rot. English
ccased to be the common

language of instruction, and. -

Sinhalese and Tamil children
were separated into different
streams. Rathet like the Prat.
estant and Catholic children
in Northern Ireland: they
began to regard each other
as allens. i E .
Every compromise -agree-

ment with the Tamils there-

after was either abrogated or
left unimplemented by - one
overnment after another.
cven the leaders of the. let.

wing Sinhalese insurgency in.

.

1971 rejected offers of -help
‘from frustrated and radical
young Tamils. And for the
record, it should never be
forgotten that about as many
Sinhalese were Killed in the
supressjon of that uprising
-as Tamils have been killed in
the past three years.
Nor should it be supposed
“that- the developed nations,
as_the world's rich like to
call themselves, have beca
innocent parties in the
drama. The unfait economic
“system they have imposed an
the world's poér, plus the
island's wuea-colonial cco-
nomic structure and its rapid
population growth, combined
to . create widespread social
and economic discontent. It
was all toa. convenient for
.unscrupulous  politiclans to
divert this into resentment
aginst the Tamil scapegoat,
rather than against the gov-
. ernment — any gavernment.
¢+ . Finally, in the ‘mid-Seven-
“ties, -angry ‘young Tamils
took up arms and began to
demand a separate state. But
it was only. aftar what is
* kngwn as the anti-Tamil
- riots in 1983 ~ in fact, mare
of an organised pogrom —
- that the militant movements

became a serious threat. -

No Tamil can think of 1983
without a frisson of fear:
could it happen again ? It did
more to recrult militants
than any other single event.
In fact. if the governmeut:
was really serious about’
reconciliation, some senior
politician would publicly ex.
press regret in terms {(hat
would restore the Tamils'
confidence.

Instead, some political con-
caessions have been reluc
tantly dragged out of the
overnment, while the Tame

s in the north and cast have
been subjected to increasing
pressure. o

The Batticaloa district of
the LEastern Province brings
to mind nothing so much as
Central America or the Aya-
cucho province of Peru,
where state terrorism more
than matches -insurgent
terrarism. Nobody can see
the pathetic groups of
women standing all
the pitiless sun at the cor:
ners of every military camp,
hoping for just a glimpse of
their sons or husbands, with-
out recognising the repros-
sive pawer of
counter-insurgency.

ay in.

In Balticaloa. the Tamuls

say it is a crime to be a
oung man - that is, be
ween 14 &nd §0. Many have
been Aarrested.  disap-
peared " or tortured for thai
-alone. And if they escape the
net of thé kecurity forces.
they may come under fierce
pressure from the militants
to join their ranks.

- Whatéver happens,  their
education. their job pros
_..mog. thelr whole lives are at
sest fatally disrupted. If «
young ‘man in the Tamil
areas of the north or east
decides-not to take up arms,
the coripulsion to leave must
be irresistible.

This ' month's military of-
fensive caused further civil-
ian casualties and refugecs.
Only in the Jaffna peninsula
are people relatively immune
from this violence, but they
suffer {rom isolation and the
gavernment's economic
squeezs — not to mention
the Tamil Tigers' recent acci-
dent with explosives that
killed 50 civillans. Naw there

' is talk of a government offen:
sive to take back Jafina. It
that happens, the rest of the
civil war will look like a tra
party.
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ll’l‘a_mil talks
ruled out

Colombe : President Juniuz
Jayawardene yesterday ruled
Jut any new negotiatiens to
:nd Sri Lanka's:ethnic war
and said - -that “thé~military
would foree Tamil rebels to

and their Y.
Mr Jayawgﬁene made the

marks in a briefing with the
ormer -prime minister, Mrs
Sirimave Bandaranaike, who
heads the island’s main oppo-

sition group, the.Sri~ L.
Freedom Party. ’
The government Madia Cen-
tre, meanwhile, reported that
19 people, including three sol-

diers, were killed at the week-
end and 35 others, including 15

soldiers, injured. —AP.

:a_
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LONDON DAILY NEWS |

No truce for

COLOMBO: Talks fo
end the Tamil eivil
war were ruled out by
Sri Lanka’s President
Junjus Jayawardene
yesterday.

He insisted that the
military wounld forece
Tamil rebels to halt their
campaign for political
independence, a political
source said.

Mr Jayawardene made
the remarks in a briefing
with former Prime Min-
ister Sirimave
Bandaranaike.

“This is a very critical
situation,” the president
was quoted as saying by
an official of Mrs Ban-
daranaike’s Sri Lanka
Freedom Party who was
at the briefing.

Tamil rebe

Offensive

The military has been
involved in a strong
offensive in the Tamil-
dominated northern
province. The Tamil lan-
guage newspaper Virake-
sari of Colombo reported
yesterday that more than
5,000 Tamil civilians
have fled their homes
during four days of
fighting.

“If this ferocious fight-
ing continues, the entire
area will be devastated,”

ius Jayawardene:

“We won’t negotiate™
the independent newspa-
per reported.

The government’s
media centre, mean-
while, reported that 19
people, including three
soldiers, were killed over
the weekend with 85
others injured.

The Freedem Party
source said Mr Jayawar-
dene also said that he
would refuse to 1ift a
two-month fuel embargo
against the Tamil Jaffna
peninsula until rebels
stop fighting and
renounce their attempts
to create a separate civil
administration

“The president did not
indicate in any way that
his government is going
te reactivate political
talks with India and or
anybody else - meaning
the militants.” °
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Summary of Recent Events 1987

The year 1987 started with the imposition of fuel embargo on
the Jaffna peninsula.

he daily events of shellimg arbitrary killing and mass arrest

by the Sri Lankan forces in the Tamil Homeland took an ominious
turn in Batticaloa towards the end of January this yvear Within
three days of the military offensive which started on Jan 28th
more than 100 Tamil civilians were shot dead by the STF. Some
of them had been arrested, 1lined wup and gunned down. The
victims included women and children

In Jaffna, several villages around Amaikotai came under aerial
attack on Jan 4th in which bombers as well as helicopters were
engaged.

From then on, military operations were stepped up throughout

the Tamil Homeland. particularly in Mannar Mullaithivu,
Vavuniya. Kilinochchi. Paranthan and Jaffna. By January 9th,
over 5.000 civilians had been rendered refugees around

Vidathalthivu alone. A 36 hour curfew was imposed on Feb 1lth
in Kilinichchi, Mullaithivu. Vavuniya and Mannar to prevent
visitors from coming to know the extent of damage. It is
estimated that by then the operations had claimed over 400
civilian lives for the year.

In the Jaffna peninsula Temples (including the Maviddapuram
Kanthasamy kovil) churches hospitals (including the Jaffna
eneral Hospital), schools (including Thellipallai Mahajana
College and Union college) and hundreds of houses have been
damaged. The heavy offensive being carried out at present
around Palaly, entire villages have been evacuated, adding to
the total of Tamil refugees within the country which was
already 115,000. So far more than 500 Tamil civilians have been
killed this year. .

Tamil Information Centre, London, 4 March 1987.




