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REF : TIC/UN/85/5.2/55
DATE : 20TH MAY 1985

TAMIL IHFORGAT'ON CENTRE

- HUMAN _RIGHTS VICLATIONS AMD TAMILS COF SRI _LANKA
" INFORMATIOM KUCEIVED SINCE LAST REPORT

JAFFNA

On 2.5.85, two elderly %“amils were killed by the security

forces in Jaffna.

On 4.5.85, the 'Naval Lase at Karaingar and, 6 the Gurunagar
army camp were attavred by the Temil militents. According
to official sourcses 3 navy porscianel and 23 militants were
killed and several otﬁ rs lnju”eq In retaliation the navy
personnel killed ¢¥er 15 civilians in Karinagar and burnt
over 1,000 houses in Palakuda, Cari-and Velappiddy rendering
1000's of Tamils as re.nges=s,

On 4.5.85, some :Tamil pessencers who had travelled from
Colombo by a night bus calle. "SEKAR TJXURY" and reached
Jaffna early moraning, cecided +o remain inside the bus at
the gar:ge rather than to 5o ocub eand risli navy reprisals.
But the security forces went %3 the bus stop, ordered the
passengers to line up, shnt dead 3 of them and injured
several others. - " ' '

On 4.5.85, 14 Tamils scre killed by the security fforces
on the Pannai causeway while trovelling in a bus..

r?‘

On 5.5.85, 15 Tamils wars indiscriminately shot dead by
the security forces at Nainathiv:, p’esumably in retaliation

. for the aftagxs on their cang on the previous day.

1.6

On 8.5.85, army convoy rar over a la ndmine at Point-Pedro
killing 4 security personncl, L

~On 9.5.85, the security frreces surrounded a Tamil militant
“camp’ at - Thikkam.  Tne mil.tartg attacked back and .a major

and two other soliders were killed. In reprisal . the army

.. went on a rampage in Point- Pedlc, vxlvettlthural,'Pollkandy,
fodduplddy, Thikkam "and Urani, illing 90 people. and injuring ,

several other civilians, Tamil women were alsQ reported
raped by the securit’ forces in these areas. In one incident
at Urani 12 school crildren of ages batween 14 and 16 were

~lined up and shot dead at point blank range. In another

incident at Uddupiddy the security forces herded. 50 young
Tamils of all ages including z father with a child in his
arms into a small comaunity centre and blew them up. Several
houses and =shops were 1looted and burnt in Uddupiddy,
Polikandy, Thikkam and Urikkadt. '

’vOn 12.5.85, the Velvettithurai Citizens Committee sent a

memorandum to the President of Sri Lanka about the rampages

by the security forces in V=lvettithurai, Polikandy, Thikkam
and Urani.
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On 11.5.85, an attempt to destroy the Jaffna Public Library
was made, believed to be by the security forces. It will
be recalled that the a section of the Public Library which
house several 1000's of manuscripts was fully destroyed
in June 1981, by the security forces and reconstruction
is still underway.

On 12.5.85, at Vathiri over 300 people were rendered refugee

vccnsequently‘tq the army rampage in that. area.

cn 12.5.85an army truck ran over a landmine at Kodikamam
killing 3 and injuring several others. After this incident
army personnel burnt the nearby shops and killed a civiliar.

Cn 12.5.85, securiiy forces were seen transporting several

- loads of tyres into Jaffna. It is believed that it is

for a mass destruction of shops and houses in the Jaffna
District.

on 13.5.85, 500 army personnel .carried out a '"search
operation® at Kalviankadu. 10 of them are reported to
have raped a Tamil woman - a mother of 5 children - during
this operation.

Oon 14.5.85, *the security forces carried out & “search
operation" in Chunnakam, Illavalai, Kangesanthurai,
Maviddapuram, Keerimalai and Theilipalai. During this
operation they killed 3 Tamils in Chunnakam.

on 15.5.85, a passenger boat from Delft was attacked by
navy personnzl killing at least 24 persons including a

- child of 4 years. About 40 persons were injured, This
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is pelieved ¢to be in retaliation for an attack  in
Anuradhapura by unknown persons alleged to. be Tamil
militants. v

KILINOCHCHI

On 9,5.85, Tamil militants attacked an army post ~ at

Kokkavil posted at the Television relay station, killing
several army personnel. Several of the militants were

alsc killied. :

On 11.5.85, the security forces burnt 175 houses. at
Irannaimadu. ‘ ' .

on 11.5.85, the Tamil houses of Tamil refugees (Victims
of violence of 1977, 1981 and 1983) were burnt down by

. the security forces between Kilinochchi and Murukandy.

On 12.5.85, at 1Iyakkachchi an army convoy was attacked

by Tamil militants. The number of casulties is not known
YEt‘ [

MANNAR

On 10.5.85, the Mannar police station was attacked by

Tamil militants and according to - official sources 6
policemen were killed and another six were ‘missing, and
the building was damaged.

HWIpH BCHFUI UNMIF FOUQH6IT

CONTD/ 3




3.2

3.3

4.0

4.1

5.0

6.2

6(3

6.6
6.7

6.8

On 10.5.85, after the above attack the police personnel
went on & rampage burning shops and houses in Mannar and
several Tamils were rendered refugees.

On 11.5.85, 9 burnt bodies were found in the Town of Mannar.
They were beyond identification.

MULLAITIVU

én 9.5.85, the army went on @ rampage at Murikandy Hindu
Temple, kllllng a priest and several other worshippers. 7
Tamils were alsc injured.

TRINCOMALER

On 2.5.85, the gsecurity forces fired from @ heliconter
in Muthur stating that they were attacking a militant camp
and killed several civilians. o '

On 9.5.85, A Thay gathurat, former MP for Muthur was released.
On 12.5.85, ~h2s Tamil militaﬂts ambushed a police convey.

hocording to official scurees 2 police personnel were killed
and some others injured.

BATTICALOA

On 2.5.85, the security forces fired at Tamils at Navatkuda
killing a man and injuring 2 girls and set fire to a few

‘houses.,

On 2.5.85, at Manchanthoduvai the security forces fired
indiscriminately killing BSathasivam Chitra (Age 8} and
Ponnambalam Chandrasegaram.

On 2.5.85, at'Lardvedd; the police commandos arrested Mrs
Thankavadivel and set fire to her houre.

On 2.5.85, a Tamil was shot dead at Neelavanai.

On 6.5.85, the Government Agent Batticaloa convened a peace
meeting between the leading members of Tamils and Muslims.
At this meeting, Mr Jawata Chairman MPCS Kathankudy, Mr
Nilan and Mr 2Ahamed L@bbe, formed chairman of Kathankudy
Town Council all Muslims have catagorically denied that
Tamil militants harassed the Musllms or were involved in
the Muslim-Tamil riots. :

On 7.5.85, 200 Temils were arrested by the security Fforces
at Kalavanchikudi.

On 7.5.85, at Pullumalai a Tamil businessman was pulled
cut of a bus and shot dead by the police commandos.

On 9.5.85, the police commandos burnt several Tamil houses
at Muthalaikude.

CONTD/ 4
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6.3 On 10.5.85, 4 Tamils were shot dead by the police
commandos at Xurinchamunai.

6.10 At Veloor «colony in kallady 2 Tamils were shot dead by
' police commandos and 2 houses were also destroyed.

6.117 On 10.5.85, police commandos carried out arbitary arrests
and harassed the people in Batticaloa.

5.12 On 10.5.85, 3 Tamils were killmi'by'police commandos at
Kokkatticholai.

6.173 On 11.5.85, an anti-malaria campaign worker and 3 wthers
were shot dead by the police commandos.

6.174 On 15.5,8a5, the Akkaraipathu police station was abttacked
by Tamil militants and according to official sources, 2
policemen were killed.

6.1%2 On  16.5.85, 18 Tamil civilians  were killied by pelice
commandos at Akkaripathu presumably in vetaliation for
the attack on the nolice station the previous day. '

7.0 OTHER DISTRICTS -

7.1 ANURADHAPURA @2 On 14.5.85, some unknown persons, believed
to be Tamil militants, carried out an atiack in Anunradhapura
near an ancient pilorimags centre and at another point
killing cver 100 Sishalese inciuding three nuns and injuring
several others, It is beliewved that this is in retaliation
for the attack by the Sri Lanka security forces in. Tamil
villages in Jaffna on 9th May killing over 70 Tamils.
After this incident the Tamil shops and houses in
Anuracdhapura were attacked by the ‘Sinhalese’® and about
17 Tamils were kiiled. Violence was also reported ic be
occuring Puttalam, chillaw and Kurunegala.

7.2 PUTTALAM : On 2.5.85, several Tamils were arrested at Uddappu.

PUTTALAK : On 4.5.85, the private bus carrying Tamil
passengers from Colomho tc Jaffna was attacked by a
Sinhalese mob near Puttalam and two Tamil women passengers
are also reported raped. The valuable were alsc looted.

7.3 MADHAWACHIYA : On 15.5.85, the Tamil station master
- Selvarajah was killed by a Sinhalese mob. ‘

8.0 GENERAL’

8.1 On 15.5.85, violence was reported to be occuring at Puttalam
Chilaw and Kurunagala.

8.2 On 7.4.85, Minister Thondaman said@ at a public meeting
held in Ragala, "The Ceylon Workers Congress is supporting
the government for a just and fair political solution to
the Tamil ethnic issue and to win our rights of the

“up-country Tamils. But we are tend to presume that the

CONTD/S
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8.2 government is deviating from the assurances given

political solution to the Tamil problem. "
i / i
- g L__. s S,
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The couflcling stat: sments made by {“"Nﬂ"‘is s res'm.ﬁsih%e post «’ﬁs
cannot bu: leave eviryome bewildered.
Thet two communities, the Tamiis and the Niuslims, who have bovn

living in amity for ceaturies, should be at cach other’s throa& is o grent teagedy.

That tbe neople are not told how and why it happened is a.greaier “tragedy.

E2

We gt tis SATURDAY REVIEW do not for @ momea! suscribe to the ™

glib theory that “Tamll Terrorists” axe behmd at ol -

v ESRNEE
RS =Y
A .‘w\t-’.

From all the ml‘urmanon available to us, “e tend to balicvé ﬂm* “outs*de

forces’ are at work to foster and forment irouble fo a;bxem their f‘,wvn ginis’er
. objective..

.. Daysleicre the trcuble eruptui in any seriocs ms:g..ltud:*, the p:#orle wore
treated to a televnsed show of Muslims deraonsirating @ st ““Tamil
‘rorist wcﬁv&y tn the [ostord Province. How the State telavision erews wore
on hand ¢ reoord this “‘spontancous Comonsiration”’ . must hova bafiled many
a viewer, We, for ourpart, regaided it as oue 1aore prong ina Grend Tiesion

bemg umfo!u, b ,' an vosecn hand, o s

{oy-

hz thiy context, (b spﬂecxa made by fh; exDAP, Toy I‘muih;:r, Mi. g
PAaicod-nt the-opening ¢ a Minstim { Cultaral Cenire ai Kinuiva ex 2tk
~~fw:':‘ﬂ Guys befere the J;s‘b‘e broke oat—ofers ranch food for mn

Iiv

: WE; iaiocd said a,cowilnig te report in the Colombo-based Virskeoari
of. 10th A Torterm, Provinee bad

‘5”} et thd Tunfls aad the IAslims in the &
Lo iniog o besmony fov huadreds of yeais

\::nﬁ’ to briro to yous notice that certain siniste. forces aud seli-

.,stev.a parties are trylu te bring cbont 2 violent clash beiween the Tamis

and e Muslimas Therefore, Maslims samﬁld be vigilent, "

T4y Tears that ceriain fake ,,mltms.u% are d(}hig aheir damm}dﬁi to
‘provokie a violent ethaic conflict between tie Ta::ui& and h.c ‘Muslims v the
Eastern Privinée which will only result in the loss of jife anud property.
¢ conflict will glse Terther wedken the position of the Maslims. ““We uus?
ste throdgh the motives of these politicians instend. of shzfﬁng the Blame to
the Tamils.”

Sach

. From the-ex-M.P’s speech, it is obvioss ﬂm another “Julv 1983” was
fm the mking fer quite some ime.

Aecon'ding to reports that hxve appeared in the Colombo media, Karaitiny
Malikaiksdn, Valsichchenai and the outskirts of Hattiusles.¢ewn. bave beea

_ tie state of refugees in their own land ¢
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- |

o SNerrly 20000 g‘ sople of both cominoniiies have been displaced from
heu’ homes, sading to the number of Sri Lankans who have been reduced to
{ bicth,

The number killed, from both commumties, according to official figures,
is syonpd So..

Foar Minitters——Mr K.‘"Devanayagam (Herg Affairg), Mr. A. C. S,
Hameed (Foreign Affairs), M. S. Thondzman (Rma! Industrini Development
and ‘Mr. C. Rajadurai (Reglonal Deveiopment an Ist M.P, for Batticaloa)
reportedly bricfed President Juyewardene on the development in the Eastern
Province.

The poor President mast be equally baffied by the conflicting versions

' cm.vwez‘ to bim by his own Migisters!

/‘acww'iw ) vers‘n w published in he Colombo media, Mr. Hameed
was of the view that a “Tizer-vendetts” had nnlermined Temi-Muslim
coity {o the Eesfarg Prs vazm.

Mr, Deva myr"mx: end Mr. Thondaman were faclined to bLelieve that
”ouis‘i:ﬁ: forces™ voory resporsible for the croplior of vislence.

At @ corference retd at the Batticsion Krchelori, Mr. Devanayigam
is reported to have said that ““Third Forces' Liod entered the Easiern Prov ince
cud ar¢ witaghoy ebovt cluthes heiweon ie ”imiz ""nd he Maslims in order
o maia thelr cwn c:xt‘is”"{ Tha Mu sehimas sLocld Bo o fzs! rot to f21 futo this
rap. ‘

Tha confeience was halled midway en
wheve tieve hizd Fecn fresii ovutbursts © ”violence, belove leaving for Colombo.
He sald ko would brief ¢ c President ons/ho? be fad oeer € fivst Liand. To 2

casstion wiether he %oa!d resiga from $he Lfmmet as ramour had i, he
¥ e;.l ed that ke could not say anythiog, suout ‘ms sa the present time,

< Mo ﬁ,:evazzayagztw vicited greas

-~ As usal, we mast aliow the :rrepres‘sxbi'e Witaister for National Secrrity,
Mr. Lalith Athutathmudali to bave the last word.

The State-controlled Dafly News of 25th Aprii said that Mr. Athulath-
mudsli had told the Cabinet of Ministers the previous day that “‘the violence
in the Eastern Province was a result of a Tersorist attempt to compel support
for the. Ee].am demand by the mditlonal method of intimidation.”

He gﬂ(}ﬂld imom the ail—knowh;g -one,. who sees *‘Tamil terrorists”

tchind mgst tlzings that are happenirg in Sei Lauka.
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