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APPRECIATION

In 1997 I met MC (Logan Chellam) for the first time.
He often visited Kulturhuset (The House of Cultures) in
Holstebro, Denmark. At this time this was a meeting house
for foreigners and Danish people. MC and other Tamils had
their base in Kulturhuset, where they published and distrib-
uted their magazine ‘Chanchive’ — a magazine regarding
their lives in a foreign country. ‘Chanchive’ was first pub-
lished in 1989.

During the jubilee anniversary of Kulturhuset, 1 was
working as the managing director, and asked MC and his
friends to publish our anniversary magazine. During this
time, I came to know how friendly MC was. I also met his
wife, Ranji, and their children,Thisaant, Gavin and Vithun.
A confident, close and nice friendship developed with their
whole family. MC’s family shows me, that it is not only pos-
sible, but also surprisingly easy to practice two cultures. One
can live every day whilst maintaining ones original language,
traditions and culture, simultaneously learning the manner-
isms of a new culture. It is therefore natural for MC to write
his poems in his mother tongue — precisely like Danish poets
do! It gives you the opportunity to get feeling, where you
come from. It illustrates the surroundings, and the richness
in your roots. Both are important and necessary to use ones
native tongue. MC talks in his mother tongue with his chil-
dren - precisely like Danish parents do!

MC’s poems contribute to an understanding, which
shows, that culture is always changing. They are poems be-
tween cultures. His Poems are about life and about the state
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of the world. The poems are like a bridge, which takes you
to new places. The poems show the suffering in life but they
also show joy and energy. The poems indicate the necessity
to be engaged in society.

MC is a calm person. He does not make a big fuss
about himself. He is modest and pleasant. His look is friend-
ly and firm. He always listens, considers and reflects. He is a
person, of whom you can count on. He usually works behind
the scene. Hisdaily work is far away from poems. But the
poems are in his blood, which connects with all in his life.

I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations
with this collection of poems. And I am very happy to know
him and his family.

Karen Toft
Holstebro, September 2007

Anthropologist and teacher
karentoft@mail.tele.dk
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