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FOREWORD

The status of folklore as a marker of cultural. aid
social identity and as an important part of the spiritual
heritage of nations and all-mankind has been greatly * enhanced
during the past twenty years. In retrospect this “period may
be viewed as the second wave of traditional culture making
its impact on world culture at large, the first wave beinz
the breakthrough of folklore into western civilization in the
late 18th and the early 19th centuries. The second wave has
throughout been a global one in its origin and impact. 'The
role of folklore, in the broad sense of the word, has been’
to emphasise local cultural values, social and national. identitics
as a counterweight to the sweeping cultural changes which tead
to undermine the values inherent in more traditional lifestyles.
Folklore must also be made part of world culture by diss-
eminating the best products of folkloric creativity.

The process of safeguarding folklore continues at Unesco-
Member states have taken part in a meeting of the Special
Committee of Governmental Experts, held at Unesco Hzad-
quarters in Paris in June 1987 to discuss and prepare general
international regulations in the safeguardihg\ of folkllore. The
Unesco process for the safeguarding ‘of folklore is probabl!y
the most authoritative statement of the value of folklore an”
traditional culture the world has seen. ’

v
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Conservation of folklore is a part of the above process.
It is concerned with documentation regarding folk traditions
and its objectlis, in the event of the non- utilization or
development of such traditions, to give researchers and tradi
Tion bearers access lo data enab\Iing them to understand the
process through which tradition evolves and chapges. The
Unesco Committee recommends the establishment of a network
of archives where ‘the .information and documents collected
could be stored. 1t is also necessary to creat ‘museums
where folklore will be exhibited, to develop museums of
folklore or the folklore sections” in the multidisciplinary
museurns and to establish data or archives centres.

- Dr Elayathamby, Balasundaram a trained Solklorist in our
Department of Tamil, is responding to thes: developments and
by bringing out his monsgrap’ entitled <F.lx Music: Nature and
. Use A Study He Hails from Batticaloa, a treasur house of Tamil
folklore and he ‘has worked on the folk songs of that dist
rict for his da‘ctoral dissertation. This dissertation, 'Written
in' Tamil, had been published in Madras in 1979. He had
been to South India, to Mosow and tothe U. S. A. Awhere he
enhanced his research methodo{ogy. He has been attached to
the University of Jaffna from 1984 and he has edited
Kaathavaraayan Naadagam (1986), a- folk drama of Jaffna
region.

The author has divided his book into seven chapters
The first two chapters, dealing with the origin and dzvelopment
of fclk music and its classification, treat folk song and folk
music and serve as introduction to the main body of the
work.- Chapter-seven -deals- with - folk musical instruments with
special reference to the Tamil tradition. There are two short
chapters on the folk singer and the folk musical formulas.
The Iatter chapter deals with what are sometimes called
Nonsense Syllable lines and this category needs special
attention for further research. ) :

vi
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The most substantive portion in this book is the jifik
Chapter dealing with the peculiarities of folk music. Under
standably, this chapter covers almost a quarter of the book.
Regarding the nature of folk music this is the qor‘é chapter .
This chapter embodies many valuable insights and findings
of the author. He also pbfnts out research undertaken ix
South India to demonstrate the influence of folk music on
Carnatic music and appeals for further fruitful research-

The third chapter — the second longest chapter in th,
book deals with the function of folk music. The broyd
grounding of the author in Tamil folk songs in relation iy
social and cultural emvironment comes to light in this chapter-

The author has utilised his deep knowledge of Batti-
caloa folk songs to focus on folk wnusic. He has utilised
the writings of modern folklorists and ethno - musicologists
fo give a proper perspective and then studied Tamil folklore
ta that peripective. Though not a “pioneer in the study of
“Fomil folklore, Dr. Balasundaram's work marks a definte
dadvance in Tamil folkloristics. Let us hope that his work will
usher in anew erain Tamil folkloristics. If a translation of
this book appears _in English or some other [Internaitioril
language, it will surely benefit internatinaal folklorists.

Department of Tamil, Prof. A. Yeluppitlai.
University of Jaffna. '
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W srewmerd. 9s@8uCu Gubg: BTEsN® Gai &ri&
(Curt Sachs), Gammrier GQumevge (Horbostel), Ggri
GamiGems. (George Herzog), @i gewev (Jaap Kunst)
L@G@n 8pi_me (Bruno Nettle) apsalu @Gewesgiown 25
@@ yials @Qens, BT (G eTewLIGH bl Qu
. Gt BTmiifg aupgistarties(Bruno Nettle: (9735 PP26-39).
solwalgl umLluTsyd @ puHPLTED Hdiohd
Qs Geosyepatniups APsE QardaausdE BT
UTL-Q&@HD, g @enesEpd, Br-@ULp BL e @en FaEmLd
ASTIERENTSE yeniollew Do . i :

Gwedisr Csrippi

SPsTsHe arpss yidded GUSHT S 5©SS5I5%T
b @eru, glery oewdéRadrys  IPGSGY YELUGSSE
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'U(D,e.li,@u?@a'ma:;n.b. Ggmme;f)uz;L_(Bu»rg; Grogadn s SIrenih
L. glEs, IFe @erus G@NgGLsD @I, L&) 56T
Crisd &PFQETETTAPGTL HTeND ULL_ POFULGT LT L
. GerLmPeEsh  aars s pULBRDS 3 B well et el & 5
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v.oieRsdnr Gweagels OwelinGsSiene. Qeu e wr
39055 BOwelger apsHHe HITEG o DLt o o8
uramstr @me angedp ywiu@SPE@er. WSS Grours 5
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Qurapg GursRewi. 9Hswmew sdaior @6 @B
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Cap Osriym_w ovaflgy udgorc @ S wdsdr e
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umiguelar ggiumi e Bs @erNuemburs Q_sem g
Gupw ejgdararmn  GgefluTarpg. Geovssstoiler Uy
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@evr angaGw GO prigédr urgufu FTCLTE
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CarppSBHGEL, aariEREGL, worsH Hed BTl L mhess)
wib eréiumry sTpeslwrs YowhsGsmr, IHCLTT DR ST
HeremanfloowuGy s0fams cugarpilais oo sTelflssdsm .
STEeyerargl. G ai @asfud TUyuasHu eaiifig
BEsTowrs IYdwhECsTHR sToLGLTESN @) 6 el B o ™ &

Bwifuksepd eirddGig wHps Qsras@hd Q&m®SHb
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&UTERAF QSISO LWEDL WSTEL.

ustrLnmi_ (B Yuieumeriger, &9 @@ Hraligelr uehr
ur® wps) Rrryblurg), SEBTLIge TS SM@D B0
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Gruyd Ui B ey pLrsH w@EpRerpewi (American
Folklore: 19681 79 —89). saps Qur@erm STy Iiglico-ule
GL-b@uanb urwgi—e wisBsTH, epsoTIl —Q ST AwTaf,
TOW—LIEUESTTH Ty QMATSSSSerd F & O &F 4p &
den iy ssefl @b S1emliu@@e pari. J@CuTwGmn wumgit
sWv&er—o Wi ESSTi &dvaer, urwrt UIUTE.. .o WwTEESTIT
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sdvupPé PhRSGBOUT oG BT Q)®ELYLITET G LMD
g USMLLIUTE JNTseTs . sdvebedanoras serflGastu®
Sermgl.
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oni@ A®ETO BV EEMES pwaraGrGu Qapop Heal
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urgsTiind Qs wsRwG S Q&TESSlermes. '

Fwwl e sorsool]

Liels wéseler Gmegpen Daar Safl s Serenin aur b Smal.
Qs sbUsSH A0 HBS 5Pagm-er Qs iyuRSSL
UL @ ‘yielsll T dser’ aTenésm pUILES 6T per. Lic
Dt FLeThISa 6T Gasr Dpaptd e1erisPuyd Fioulls ewer ewfl
e @ b@ubry ebgerarar. G 5 L & & & &y U L. 6w
@%sr g @ewsssioun Fou FOUGSPmLUSTSC Qard b
Q@i aaufd sufaody HpsTe STab. &Taly., Gwri
L, Beweswriie b, Gararii b epsAwU  HLewhSE5D
et hmydafu LT @&EEDd  FLwLt Oererens Gl adr_eoey
aarugnd Os5ME568. ' ]

yriofe wsseldr sivaald apsda Jauisarg @meub
BLerapth @psarons QupSdrper. @sTi_ds sTaSEe @
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wewwT S LLSTUTL®  @rFH S Slahd QupmeTeITs S
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Apss Byoor@h 0 awfurl@ wopBu 576 L ib. .
adearGa @eFuyh pLETEPD FLWE FLEGEH MMTSS Sl
. gorTE et BSl aifsenn S Pulu@Eer D,

srlLrflussluwd Qenswryw

Qes05)) @QesRuksds wreud Qb HaasHES
L mrHmET@ser TOHSDGIHL THTUg ews @@y T
wr ppdieurer st sHSSTGD. Bdrmpy QesHubSer b
B s%ypopsar proLri @ea&BwmsGer.  @deledswd
Fa1 safvelgalst Jang on sl SHarfar UL LUTS
Yeoiouyth  Gerer 1o @WTUFSme. Qe aurtiQuryl wyLid
LTGUMT UFhUMgUrs whser waTGo @) bQupgy arpmis
AFsoa. seaflvals g FLGU UL SserTs eferm
G @Uure_daer T mi uewuTleae O 197 Suediiet
ars, HaFsefleds uskTUTL L1 LT ESTULIG 0TS IenLDLD
seroww  Qupnemer. Sarduyh e g BTLG odsais
e umpawwrear Qpslarslod saais 5Cs UBSS a1 SHL
T SET GG E GO WM ;  UTLDLIGT LTS TSt
amb  weselsy iy Qayidgsdareb, BTLLL-E&%T U
TRSHEFTI_(DD STOWRT. BTLLTF UTL &6 RE &SI
A supsdBeir  qpupewwTeT IbsFHiGer eTers GEmenanL
uPferp Qewrid, Qurifl, sbvsar YHweres hHeo pud IEFULS
QuésssGser L bhw &@§g$&&ﬂum QUFTH T SO
Be 76556 YHOO @TiIhSMe. AUTFOTHH YUIalmer s
@uur_oser wier e gaaTmsale @Qwmbgs OugwBid b
Fhpd Gophors IJmedph 55 sSTOSdS U H B w
Qupwerey QenPsdr APRdiss sésmaLTEYD ST LG
&lein pawr (Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethnic, Vol.6,P.58).
arar B GG D  sresHses arow  ssmmaia el
&% D555 5706 AbsOsw OfsETEdT STONTL BT L6
26T H0wsECs CamenBararar. @M &aT e})wﬂg B 15 & o
. & gib, 2 aeilwp GuraReargd 195 Huelliireas sravlu®
wenrd 9B GO L FuyssSar o el we o H o b
HAoTTUGg AP S5ES YsTrEsSTTES Jwwujd WwsOussm
ad Gum@er mar (Stith Thompson: 1953:224)

gaiGar® Qurifulgnb eapsHEsty CxmdrpeIsHES
sy um QT LTLLAWSEHD, &Tewr UTLDIHTS FD SSH@HLD

Gomer gl ewar?pg aupgeTerar eTTUS  Q@ERW TR DN
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2 @TENID. LIPMET@ &&ST S ib sewr® CoiL_ s Bapsfader
ub, P oeuisPedryd, Epslusdnund o0& &HUSGTS
Gnus SMS ulfoBi eupBBTT; o pmpd S afl & 5 afl ik
urc esarTeah Qewesgl urTgerd. Jupmler wCamerer s
aari &S HeaCw @srapun PFWayer Gos@wapn, e g pemL.
Quwilupwrgn uspu BCFés wvwsrsTelumseshd euTd
@Quriflwrdd @woits Csrppw Quppoau aEuas
Seureari&ar Bl geducrenard (Bowra-1966).

‘Hevweruf® et p IANQwhés Jleni wGarfeoradwm
wésafldr priL ot Ut _dsdrg Qergde oy penms Ganmio
ey srouisCarr® U@ Bomis sod. @ellwe, g
Cumrarp Canrwflen @w wsrsradlwubhsesn &Grda BHL LM
ur_daeper @Quigih @&SWLuEs et aeawiTh. @6
e diefeir eped Gammwder aralwhser e QTP LTL &
ETE PR, TupSs angaud QUOHDarCos TN S Hati .
Boyelyerermi-. Seurs JrTiES e upshsen DD
Gsmerer wmE s o PeyT e wa AeTart o.cuenaw oGRS
Jumgd BanTwi YProuFR g pudé @ Lmialer ety
urprlwg (8. ewswrsud 1966: 30). YHCBumarCm @5
SWi ueTUTIL I @b @) ribTwewd, UTT S oTew n- B DeT B
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wriGe Cerppdh Gupm wypmd abgerarar. STEUCLTSE
g Qury) amis@QuUppgs Hova QeF@pdsd smelwms
arrs a@UQuparier. [Hupsy smsgsadn @)pHw afy
:qemb up Arriiss Cuor®Pwui ereir. Gs. DESTHS eTer
vt &85 srermisen—_er Bmedyererai  (Sidhanta 1929).
Fus  @QasGw A& S D, Lj,m,sﬁgmrml_'l UTL GS@5D T
Guomfl wrlear Yo 2 6852 Qupg, HAssd GQuDper
orew STy &. eEwTsuB (1968) smpPuI@mUe SWIL S
sl wywrs.

FE% QuEG G s H8pr Sib U pEenId SrL-1g. B DLaT
Burar@p  Heuiigh umpw BrC LAl @ae e DSyt
BT Geral ve Yoggeerer. DpSy  &palsny Sl BT
LTTUTL Q%nTE aipms) aps s®sad, JEGupssar Qe
UL QU Qudw @arwrs wrpbGirg @fmwiyn@Audn Pk
sralu anganb Qugfer per. PaLILDSTTSDDH & mewm IIELh
YIS FEGHD 2w FNSE@HD LIGIE BTL.LTT SOFSTTSE
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wf, Cul@aalf, SToEGroaw, JUEALT Greas eTerueT
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UTL V@SSl  QuUT@er »ewiiIeyh, ur d G&C el
QB, POF NG h RBEBLIUT MLS STOTER Y USTS
edarg eerGau priimd @emsgpen puller cueri#& Blivemw
Qws&wr  Deverenflu;_gyd @enFGHTeT SSI_Ib  HEYS
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Baosyw Clur ey w:

yitafa @Qme wreudGursrpaoarg, BT Thome wry
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BoauCsr®, yiafss Guy.sallst LT dwaale REEBEISTET Wiy
wpanGur pHowgl Oomerissdetr gupusmer 9 e wd Guwm
-qfrmuu@@d‘&v. Aulgid DHibugs Dmbudsmpd - Hev oL
H& YuuTL w&edr  HnGSULIC G BEGL. HNHC Yielas
Gy sseiier T dameular goumL. YhebTG M@
Gr_méy (Nettle - 1973). yralfas@yaeiss ur i & & ofl b
QuUT@ mpsasGl LUEaTE @ "e&mpsGar wslaw Qub
Bms@h erarm &0 $5% Quergp (Bowra - 1966) ddraigw
s g Fmary Ty adars@se CrrésHumag.

‘<Ha Ma' La
Ha  Ma La
Ha Ma La

OLa La La La
OLla LaLa La"

@uureeln @Ol Qurmar HmwOER®wir g -
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BTLLOT QOSLDd H6ET 6UHE S EHD

BT @wes wrylure wssr Romldi aimhsensapam m
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Bri@lyp wésefssr e T pswad FuaumEloryid,
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1960). wvaflger . Ipps 5y G h o & 0 UGS
SETOTL_L OUWeT U@ UmL_dvger HEGWLHwS ear b i Sgyig
wg B Adrwr@Cuirgy aN%nmwmC BLIUTL_&TTEaYLd  LILGHT
uRSeTpar. Hpeet awmipbs o.ws aTpsmeuls FEUBL
Gurg argpuUTLw&erTaajh LW sHEwDar. Qg7 H
urTL &% ewed Caudns@sleir GlgmLryent_w LTl &er,
beiri g $QSTINCWT® Qamrirdyem w UTLdsd, STLBS
QasTifiaur® Fbusgli . uTiseer, i (s6s57LHCME
FOUGFSIULLL UTL & ser aerl) paeummst (9 M4 & e T
(UTe&GSTh, @). 1979:54 .
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sepsgl deren aflurs@a LwaTUBRGT DG 2 BES g6, Car.
Cumreyl usGuls FEUL S OFilg wSBLLTaFw @b YD
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