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STEPHEN TIMMS Tel: 0171 219 4000
LABOUR MP Fax: 0171 219 2949
email: 100746.2456@
compuserve.com
Web: htt‘p://www.o.nid.com/
HOUSE OF COMMONS Tghgui piShmes
LONDON SWI1A 0AA
Mr R Ramachanthiran
Chairperson,
Tamil Welfare Association (Newham)
33a Station Road
Manor Park
London
E12 5BP
10 April, 1996,
Dear Mr Ramachanthiran,

Thank you for your letter of 4 April with your kind invitation to attend the Tamil New
Year Cultural Night on 4 May. Iam delighted to be able to accept your invitation.

As TWAN approaches its tenth anniversary this year, I am pleased to be able to pay
tribute to the important work which the association has carried out on behalf of
Newham’s Tamil community. It is important that everyone in the community has'
access to support which only organisations like TWAN are in a position to provide.

I know that the news from Sri Lanka has been particularly distressing in recent months,
and the Government’s proposals to make it harder for people to claim asylum in the
UK have also been a cause of great concern. Labour’s Shadow Home Secretary, Jack
Straw MP, has confirmed to me that the new Labour Government which I hope will be
elected in the coming year will abolish the Government’s ‘white list” and scrap the
employers’ checks on immigration status which are currenly being introduced.

For us in Newham, the past year has bought some very good news. In previous years,
T have spoken of Newham Council’s campaign for an international station at Stratford
on the high speed rail link to the Channel Tunnel. T am delighted that the Government
has now agreed to this proposal, and the station should be open in six to seven years.
This means that many, many new jobs and opportunities will be coming into the area.
I shall be working to make sure that as many of those jobs as possible will be taken up
by local people - especially by those who are attending Newham schools today.

Thank you again for your invitation. Please pass on to all your members my New Year
greetings, and Ilook forward to joining you at East Ham Town Hall on 4 May.

Yours sincerely,

¢::1¢ '
) ' wK?ﬂﬁQ*f\\. va¢u$“fi3

STEPHEN TIMMS M.P.
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[ PARAM & CO. |

SOLICITORS

Mr S. Paramalingam BA, LLM

Assistant Solicitors:
Mr T. Thanarajasingham
Miss H. Rajshakha LLB HONS

Segaram House
221 Edgware Road, Colindale, London NW9 6LP
Telephone: 0181-200 3500

DX 45760 Burnt Oak
Fax: 0181-200 1360
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COUNCILLOR ROBIN WALES NEV\}HAM

Leader of the Council _

Members’ Room

Town Haill,

East Ham,

London E6 2RP.

Tel No.: 0181- 472 1430
Fax No.: 0181- 557 8656

The Chairperson and Members 11th April 1996
Tamil Welfare Association (Newham) UK

33a Station Road

Manor Park London E12

Dear Friends

It gives me great pleasure to send you my best wishes on the occasion of Tamil
New Year.

This year you are also celebrating the tenth anniversary of TWA's foundation
as one of the most dynamic and successful ethnic minority organisations in
Newham and I offer my congratulations to you all for 10 years of first class
service to the borough's Tamil community.

The Tamil community has established itself as a mature and responsible
group with a distinctively optimistic and confident outlook that contributes so
much to the borough's life and I very much hope that TWA will continue to
develop in the years ahead in providing for the cultural expression of Tamil
life and language.

Once again congratulations and best wishes to you all.

Yours sincgrely

THL D ——
Councillor Robin Wales
Leader of the Council

LIQLILISLD
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TAMIL REFUGEE ACTION GROUP

1st Floor, 111 High Holborn, London WC1V 6JS

Tel: 0171 405 4152 Fax: 0171 405 4303
Registration No: 2218992 Registered Charity Number: 1035413

On behalf of the Tamil Refugee Action
congratulate the Tamil Welfare Association
Tenth Anniversary of their achievements and
the Tamil refugees in the London Borough of

Group, I wish to
(Newham) U.K. on its
dedicated service to
Newham.

I wish TWAN success in the future and hope that it goes from

strength to strength.

A K Vaitamuththu
Chair

FUNDI
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SECRETARY'S REPORT

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD
ON 17.05.95 AT THE FROUD CENTRE

AGENDA

01. Registration

02. Chair's Welcoming Speech

03. Apologies

04. Guest Speaker from Interchange
Regarding Charity Registration

05. Lunch

06. Secretary's Report

07. Constitution Approval

08. Treasuret's Report

09. Project Report (PRO)

10. Any Other Business

02. (i) Chair's Welcome Speech

Mr Ramachandran made the opening
speech.

He welcomed the guest speaker Mr Graham
Jackson and the rest of the gathering for their
presence.

(ii) Chair to the Meeting

Mrs Balasingam was unanimously elected to
chair the meeting. She was proposed and
seconded by Mrs Jeyachandran and Mrs
Ramachandran respectively.

Mrs Balasingam thanked the gathering and
started the meeting.
3.0 Apologies
Mrs Sivajoti
Mrs Thiyagarajah
Mrs Manoja Premananth
Mrs Rajendran

Dr P Ambigapathy
Mr A Pushparatnam
Mrs P Pushparatnam
4.0 Guest Speaker's Speech
Mr Graham Jackson, the guest speaker,
gave detailed explanation on the requirements
under which a Company Limited by
Guarantee should function. He went on to say
about the main changes that come into effect
after TWAN becoming a Limited Company by
Guarantee and also a Registered Charity.
5.0 Lunch
Lunch was served at 1.00 pm.
Cooking was done by the volunteers at their
homes and brought to the Froud Centre. The

meeting resumed around 1. 30 pm after the
lunch.

6.0  Secretary's Report of AGM

6.1 Constitution

6.1.1 Memorandum and Articles of
Association

Approval was sought from the general
members for the new Memorandum and
Articles of Association in the last year AGM.

This Memorandum and Articles of
Association satisfied the requirements of the
Company Act. We were registered as a
Company Limited by Guarantee in August
1994, 1t is for this reason we presented the
last audited account for the period 1.4.94 to
25.8.94 (Nearly 5 months). Our current
accounting period started from 26.8.94, the
date from which TWAN started functioning as

11
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Company Limited by Guarantee. This year's
accounting period would end on 31.12.95.
6.1.2  Charity Registration

While TWAN applied for Charity
Registration, the Charity Commission
suggested some changes in our constitution
(Memorandum of Association) to enable them
to grant us charitable status. We brought the
change to the notice of all our current members
and obtained consent from most of the
members accepting the changes. This was
forwarded to the Charity Commissioner, The
Charity Commissioner later informed that we
had been granted charitable status and that our
registration number was 1047487.

6.1.3  Mr Jackson

Mr Graham Jackson, the advisor from
Interchange, dealt with our applications f o r
Company Status and Charity Status. His effort
towards this task is greatly appreciated by our
organisation. We are grateful to Mr Jackson to
have come down to speak to our members on
the legal matters that arise as a result of
TWAN obtaining company status and charity
status.
6.2 Present and Future Funding

After the withdrawal of Newham
Councils' funding to TWAN in mid 1993,
TWAN made a successful bid in obtaining a
two year funding from City Parochial
Foundation. With the available assured funding
TWAN is in a position to run the Organisation
for one more year. While waiting for the
charity registration process, forwarding further
funding applications are getting  delayed.
However, with the charity registration coming
through, the applications would be sent out. In
the meantime TWAN is looking forward for
well wishers to contribute generously to save
the Organisation and its existing services.

6.3.0 Services Offered by TWAN

TWAN  provide services in the

following areas: Immigration, Welfare Rights,
Housing, Education , Employment Training,
Cultural and Youth Activities.

6.3.1 Immigration

Due to increased restriction throughout
Europe there is decline in arrival into the
country; however considerable number of
Tamil refugees continue to arrive in to the
country. Following the introduction of
Asylum Act in July 1993, the number of
refusal of Asylum applications are on the
increase, resulting in large number of appeals
being made. This requires lot of work in many
cases we offer assistance of Solicitors and
Barristers. TWAN is able to help in mary
cases of appeal.

6.3.2  Welfare Rights

TWAN continue to provide advisory
services on welfare rights. Problems arise due
to delay in payment of social security and
housing  benefits. Lack of necessary
Immigration papers such as 1S96 and
Acknowledgement letter (SAL) are the main
causes of these problems. The DSS and
housing officers ate contacted by TWAN and
the problems are settled.

Some problems crop up between the
tenant and landlord or letting agency. Cases
such as the landlord trying to obtain more
money than the actual bill from the tenant.
Petty problems such as landlord not allowing
tenants to park their car opposite the house
have been brought to our attention. TWAN
was able to negotiate with landlords concerned
and brought about settlement.

6.3.3  Cultural Activities

The Annual cultural show was
conducted at Langdon School hall in April
1995. The children trained by special
local Artistes, gave wonderful performances in
front of large enthusiastic audience. The
programme included Dance (Bharathanatyam)
and music both classical and soft) recitals.

12
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TWAN organised Bharathanatyam
Dance programme at last year's Asian Mela.
Mrs  Pathmini Gunaseelan's group
performed at the shows.

6.3.4 Elderly Project

The Elderly people numbering 40 were
taken on a two day trip to Lake district in
March 95. Transport small grant from the
Social Services Department of Newham
Council provided for transport while
accommodation was met by the participants.
This trip was well enjoyed by the entire group
of ederly people. TWAN is looking forward to
arrange more trips of this nature which would
serve as good outing and give them a feeling
that they are not isolated.

6.3.5 Youth activities

Our youths participated in local level
cricket tournament. They turn up for regular
practice at Little Ilford. For their necessary
equipments and hire of premises for practice;
we raised appreciable funds and handed them
to the youth club.

6.3.6 Education

The number of children attending our
GCE (A/L), GCSE and English classes are at
increase. Classes are held in Little Iiford
school and in TWAN premises. The members
were requested to bring in more children so
that the services will benefit t..e community on
a larger scale. Mr Santhalingamhad been

offering his dedicated services on voluntary
basis, TWAN is thankful to him.

7.0 Constitutional Approval
7.1 Constitutional Amendments
7.1.1 Clause 3C appears in 3B in the

Amended version of the constitution.

7.12  Clause 3B is re-worded and appears in
3C in the amended version.

7.1.3  3(a) - 2nd clause (@) ....... to sponsor
research and to promulgate the usual results

thereof:- The wunderlined word is
amended as useful.

714 4 A is re-worded and appear in
sections 4a, b, ¢, d, and f in the amended
version.

7.1.5 The amendments were accepted by the
members. The acceptance was proposed by
Mr Suresh and seconded by Mr Prem.

8.0 Treasurer's Report

8.1 Taking over:

Mr Gajendrakumaran said that he took
over the treasurer post from 1994. He thanked
Mr Asokan the Ex-treasurer for his services in
the past.

8.2 He handed the finance report for the
period ending on 26th August 94. The report
appears separately.

8.3 He announced that the accountant
would remain as Mr Selvakumar but the

auditors are changed to Ableman Shaw
and Co.
8.4 Renewal of Membership

The membership for renewing
members is reduced to £3 from £6; however
the new members need to subscribe £6.

outreach work on voluntary basis. 9.0 Project
report

9.1 P.R.O Mr Janarthanan who was the
previous Public Relations Officer, resigned
from this post in July 1994. However, he said
that he was acting as the caretaker of this post.

The Project Report was presented by Mr
Janarthanan and it appears separately.

10.0  Any Other Business

13
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10.1  Appreciation

Mrs. Jeyachandran, Mrs Gnanasampanthan and
Mr Muthucumaramasamy are helping  our
organisation with our office and

Their assistance is very much appreciated.
10.2

Appointment of three Directors

The three outgoing Directors are as
follows:

Mr V. Janarthanan
Mrs M. Balasingam

The four Directors appointed are as follows

Mr V. Janarthanan -
Mrs M. Balasingam
Mr P. Chandradas "

Mr  R. Rajanavanathan - Appointed

Reappointed

The above appointments were accepted by the
members
10.3  Request for more members

Mr Ramachandran requested for more
young people to come forward and join our

Mr  P. Chandradas organisation and give added strength.

TAMTT, WELFARE ASSOCTATION (NEWHAM) U.K
REPORT' OF THE. DIRECTORS

The directors present their report and the financial statements for the
Period ended 31 December 1995.

PRINCTPAL ACTIVITIES AND BUSINESS REVIEW

The Association was founded in 1986 and was incorporated inteo a Company
Limited by Guarantee on 24th August 1995. It also became registered as a
Charity with effect from 23rd June 1995 (Charity No: 1047487)

TRANSFER TO RESERVES

It is proposed that the loss of £9,515 is transferred to reserves.

FIXFD ASSETS

Full disclosure of all matters relating to fixed assets is set out in the
notes to the financial statements.

DIRECTORS AND THEIR INTERESTS

The directors at the balance sheet date and their interests in the company
at that date and at the beginning of the Period (or on appointment if
later), were as follows:

Class of share Number of sharesc

M Balasingam (Mrs} Ordinary shares -
P Chandradas Esq Ordinary shares -
S Gajendrakumaran Esqg Ordinary shares -
V Janarthanan Esq Ordinary shares -
S Kirubaharan Esq Ordinary shares -
S Pannerchelvan Esg Ordinary shares -
R Rajanavanathan Esq Ordinary shares -
R Ramachanthiran Esqg Ordinary shares -
T Sivaranjan Esqg Ordinary shares -
S Uthayakumar Esg Ordinary shares -

CIOSE COMPANY

The company is limited by guarantee and has no share capital. It is nct a
close company as defined by the Income and Corporation Taxes Act 1988.

By Order of the Board
. o _
P Chandradas
Secretary

Date: 29th March 1996

e
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Rai & (o.

SOLICITORS

Administrators of Oaths

With Compliments

158 High Road
Willesden London NW10 2PB

Tel: 0181- 830 4540 Fax: 0181-830 1948
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PROJECT REPORT 1995

Introduction

In the last three months of 1995, three major
events occurred which will have serious
consequences for the future work of TWAN. In
October, the Secretary of State for Social
Security announced new regulations on Social
Security benefits for asylum seekers. In
December, the Sri Lankan Army finally took
the town of Jaffna at the end of a campaign
they had begun after the ceasefire between the
Army and the LTTE had broken down in
April. As a consequence, an estimated 400,000
Tamils became refugees in the North of Sri
Lanka in the worst humanitarian crisis of the
twelve year long war. Also in December, the
proposed Asylum & Immigration Bill passed
its second reading in Parliament.

Though the Government was forced to
delay the implementation of the Social Security
(Persons  From Abroad) Miscellaneous
Amendment Regulations from the original date
of January 8th 1996, the regulations were
introduced on February 5th, and have
removed the benefits entitlement of a large
number of asylum seekers. Together with the
Asylum BIll, these two sets of legislation
cleariy amount to an attack both on the rights
of asylum seekers and on the institution of
asylum itself. Also, even before the new
measures were announced, TWAN had noticed
a clear trend towards a harsher treatment of
asylum seekers' immigration and welfare cases
by the Home Office's Immigration &
Nationality Department and the Department of
Social Security's Benefits Agency.

That the position of asylum seekers
from Sri Lanka has already been made more
difficult, because of a greater number of
refusals of application as well as increased
difficulties faced by the asylunr seeker while
staying in this country, becomes intolerable
when it is considered that the situation from
which Tamil refugees have fled has gotten
worse, not better, over the last twelve months.
The resumption of hostilities in April and the
fall of Jaffna in December have made the

position of Tamils both in the North and East
as well as in the South far more precarious.
Thus, the new measures which the British
Government wishes to bring into force could
not have come at a worse time.

Many of the measures contained within
the Social Security (Persons From Abroad)
Amendment and the Asylum & Immigration
Bill stem from similar roots in the
Government's interpretation of the asylum
"problem"; in fact, from the Government
viewpoint that the numbers seeking asylum
have become a problem. Equally, many of the
trends in current Home Office and DSS
practise have their roots in this same
viewpoint. Therefore, rather than analysing
current practice and future changes
separately, each measure is analysed
alongside the current situation in the field it
affects. Thus, for example, the Fast Track
Appeals procedure is discussed alongside
current appeals procedures. It is hoped that
the issues at stake will become clearer when
presented in this way.

IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY
WORK

1. Refusals and Rejections

According to British Refugee Council figures
to September 1995, the number of refused
applications for asylum made by Sri Lankan
Tamils has risen dramatically. In the twenty-
one months from January 1994 to September
1995, only 210 positive decisions (grants of
Convention Status and of Exceptional Leave
To Remain) were made, compared with 1715
refusals, ie a rejection rate of 89.1%. In 1993,
by contrast, 90.4% of decisions made were
positive. Nearly two-thirds of all refusals (1915
out of 2834) given over the last fifteen years
were made in the last two years. Grants of
Exceptional Leave To Remain, virtually the
norm until this time, plummeted from 2,420 in
1993 to a mere 80 in the first nine months of
1995.
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older generation - the parents - are relatively
safe if there are no young people around, as
there are no "terrorist suspects' around for the
security forces to harass. This is one of the
main reasons many young Tamils become
refugees, either so they can spare their family
harassment or because their parents want to
spare them. If the Home Secretary deports
young Tamils back to rejoin their families, he
simply creates more problems for the family
and more harassment. Some such families of
asylum seekers, contrary to the Home Office
assertion, have 'disappeared' as well.

Finally, and most obtusely, there are
those reasons for refusal which touch directly
on the nature of the war itself. Firstly, the
Home Office "does not accept that civil war,
general unrest or poor economic situation are
in themselves sufficient grounds for granting
asylum.”  Whether it is civil war or
persecution, it is a matter of life or death in
either instance. To argue that civil war is in
itself insufficient grounds for asylum is to
miss the point about the very nature of civil
war. Ne known society, state or geographic
area has begun a civil war for reasons other
than those of race, religion or politics, which
are those reasons enshrined in the UN
Convention as "triggering' the responsibility to
grant asylum. A civil war is frequently
necessary grounds for a refugee problem in the
first place, even if the Home Office does not
think it sufficient.

Secondly, according to the Home
Office, "in a war civilian casualties are
inevitable". This is but the most spectacular
statement of a set which suggests that the
British Government is deliberately using a
brutalised and cynical morality with which to
judge what it describes as the asylum
"problem". Those assessing claims for asylum
seem happy to argue that artillery fire and
air strikes, police dragnet searches and arrests
on the basis of ethnicity are part of the normal
process of doing business in a state. Both
Britain and Sri Lanka have instituted
legislation aimed at controlling a terrorist
problem. Probably owing to the British
cultural influence dating from the Empire and

from the more recent example of Northern
Ireland, both are described as Prevention
Of Terrorism Acts. Yet it is hard to imagine
Kilburn being tossed for young Irish males
each time there had been any IRA activity;
this, though, would be the equivalent to the
experiences of many Tamils living in Colombo.
However, the Home Office imagines the
methods and behaviour of the Sri Lankan
security forces to be the same or similar to the
methods and standards utilised by British
police and security forces. Effectively, the
Home Office has moved towards a position
where if you are a nonpolitical Tamil who has
experienced police harassment merely on
grounds of ethnicity, but been released, the
harassment is no longer proof of persecution;
the victim must not be a 'wanted man'. This
ignores the way in which temporary detention
of arbitrarily arrested suspects has become a
means of terrorising the Tamil population; it
also ignores the fact that because of the ethnic
nature of the civil war, arbitrary arrests are
usually conducted on the basis of whether the
suspect is a Tamil or not. Such behaviour by
the security forces is nor a matter of
'protecting the law abiding citizens of Sri
Lanka' but persecution on ethnic grounds pure
and simple,

Given the upward trend of refusals of
asylum, and the reasons for such refusals, it
becomes highly important to gather accurate,
relevant and timely information about the
situation in Sri Lanka as it develops, in order
to be alert when Home Office arguments start
proceeding against either the facts of the
matter or the spirit and letter of the UN
Convention,

2. Speeding Up The Process:
(a) Shortened Determination Procedure

On November 27th 1995, the IND introduced
the Shortened Determination Procedure (SDP)
after a pilot scheme which began on May 15th
1995. The pilot and the SDP itself were both
designed to "enable (the IND) to make earlier
decisions in the cases affected". In effect, the
SDP cut out the self-completed questionnaire
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from the asylum application procedure (SCQ).
Instead of proceeding with a decision on the
basis of an SCQ and an interview, decisions
are made on the basis of interview(s) alone. In
addition, the time available for presenting
additional information or details is now
restricted to five working days after the
interview. Furthermore, as there is and has
been no current legal requirement for a
representative to be present, and as interviews
will not normally be postponed because a
representative is unavailable, the shortened
time period in which the asylum application
takes place reduces the availability of friends,
legal representatives or interpreters who could
assist the asylum seeker in this situation.

The pilot scheme was extended to the
cases of the nationals of Ghana, Nigeria, India,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Poland. The full SDP
affects a list of 35 countries. This move by the
Home Office to in effect determine asylum
applications on the basis of lists of countries
designated by the Home Secretary is a
worrying one, and one that in effect short-
circuits the right of an asylum seeker to a full
hearing of his or her individual circumstances
by varying IND procedures depending on the
asylum seekers' country of origin. It should
also be noted that the pilot scheme list is
noticeably similar to the announced "White
List' (see below).

(b) Standard Acknowledgement Letters

In previous years, Standard Acknowledgement
Letters (SALs) were issed to the asylum seeker
after a series of questions about
documentation and identity. The IND would
ask for passports, ID cards, birth and
marriage certificates to confirm a refugee's
identity. Normally, after the third or fourth
visit, a SAL would be forthcoming. In effect,
the Home Office was harassing asylum
seekers, believing that this might make them
change their minds and head back to their
country of origin. However, most asylum
seekers did not change their minds. Since the
demands for documentation in effect cost time
and money, both for the IND and the asylum
seeker, this practice has now eased.

Starting from around July 1995,
TWAN has noticed a change of attitude and a
change of procedures as well. SALs are now
issued without the IND demanding a battery of
paper identity proofs from the asylum seeker
and therefore without time-consuming
harassment. Also, prior to this time, SALs
were issued for a six-month period, which
would need to be revalidated upon its expiry.
Every six months, an asylum seeker would
have to visit the IND for a further time-
consuming visit on bureaucratic grounds.
From July 1995, SALs have been issued until
a decision on the application for asylum is
made, with the phrase "this document is valid
until a decision has been taken by the
Secretary of State to grant/refuse your
asylum".

If asylum is refused, the applicant has
to surrender this document back to the Home
Office and is then issued with Temporary
Admission (IS 96 document). Work permits,
which are normally issuable after six months’
stay as an asylum seeker, are still valid after a
refusal but those who do not acquire work
permits before their refusal are unable to get
them after. Therefore, TWAN urges all asylum,
seekers to obtain a work permit at the first
available opportunity, as such a document may
prove useful or even necessary later on, even if
it does not do so at the time.

These improvements are reducing our
caseload burden and also help asylum seekers
live without impediments and distractions
from the Home Office, as well as reducing the
number of onerous and expensive trips to
ports or the Home Office. Also, the fact that
SALs are being issued faster is also helping
them speed up their benefit claims (see below).

However, it is clear that this
streamlining of IND procedures, when seen
alongside measures such as SDP and the
Asylum & Immigration Bill, is part of a
package designed to speed up asylum
applications and in the vast majority of cases
to speed the asylum seeker out of this country.
The likelihood is that by using the SDP and the
Fast Track appeals procedure (see below,) the
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Home Office expects to eventually be able to
shorten the stay of asylum seekers to less than
six months, thus making the old renewal
system irrelevant.

(c) The Asylum & Immigration Bill: The
"White List'

On November 30th 1995, the Government
published a new bill dealing with Asylum &
Immigration. Chief among the measures
contained within its clauses is Clause 1, which
empowers the Home Secretary to designate
countries or territories where it appears to
him there is in general no serious risk of
persecution. The initial list, announced during
the second reading of the Bill on December
11th 1995, included seven countries: Poland,
India, Pakistan, Romania, Bulgaria, Ghana
and Cyprus. In effect, the so-called '"White
List" makes the assumption that asylum
seekers from these countries are making
groundless applications and will therefore be
refused. The countries listed to date are all
countries where there are, nevertheless,
serious human rights concerns. More
fundamentally, according to the Refugee
Council. the concept of designated countries
"conflicts with a good faith interpretation of
the UN Convention which states the principle
that each case should be examined
individually".

Current Home Office practices with
regard to the Shortened Determination
Procedure indicate that the IND has already
been operating a form of white list, by
speeding up application procedures for asylum
seekers from Home Office-designated
countries. And while it is inevitable that the
IND will develop expertise and knowledge
relating to the refugee situations of numerous
countries, there is a wide gap between the
hands-on practice of assessing individual
asylum applications and designating entire
countries from which asylum applications are
likely to be refused. In any case, as the above
examples relating to the gap between the
Home Office understanding of the Sri Lankan
civil war and the actual situation on the
ground, TWAN in common with many other

refugee agencies and organisations has
considerable doubt that the Home Office is
sufficiently able to assess country of origin
information correctly.

In addition, and most seriously, the
power of the Home Secretary to designate a
country at will and seemingly without
safeguards, scrutiny or power of appeal
creates a future situation in which asylum
applications from a particular country of
origin can be jeopardised almost at will by the
Home Office. Given that Sri Lanka was the
only country of origin on the list of countries
designated for the shortened procedures pilot
which is not currently a "designated country"
and on the white list, TWAN fears that the
Asylum & Immigration Bill will empower the
Home Office to so include it at any time it
should choose in the future, regardless of the
fact that it has repeatedly ignored the situation
in Sri Lanka when making determinations of
asylum status for Tamil refugees.

3. The Appeals Procedure
(a) Current Situation

On the basis of the 1993 Appeals Act, there are
currently two 'tracks' down which those
asylum seekers making appeals against
negative decisions travel. The first is the
"without foundation' fast track. Normally, this
applies to the refugee who arrives through a
third, safe, country. He or she will have their
claim classified as unfounded and normally
will be served a deportation order on the
day of arrival. Their appeal rights are
automatically limited to 48 hours. However,
most of the time, TWAN and other
representative agencies have only one working
day in which to lodge this appeal, because the
deportation order is usually served in the
evening,

The second type of appeal time limit is
the conventional ten working days (two weeks)
in which an asylum seeker can submit an
appeal if his or her initial application has been
refused. If the immigration authorities do not
receive the appeal forms within that time they
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lose all further right of appeal and will face
immediate removal. The appellant must
normally appear in person before the
Adjudicator; if he or she does not do so then it
is assumed that the asylum seeker has no
interest in an appeal and his appeal is refused.
The different stages of the appeal
process are best summarised as follows:

Initial appeal: apply within 10 working days,
heard by Adjudicator, no Legal Aid

Appeal to Tribunal: apply within 5 days,
heard by 3-judge Tribunal, Legal Aid
available

Judicial Review: apply within 5 days, heard by
High Court, Legal Aid available

House Of Lords: apply within 5 days, heard
by House Of Lords, Legal Aid available

There is no automatic right of appeal
after the initial appeal to an Adjudicator, who
is appointed by the Immigration Appellate
Authority. The second stage, the Immigration
Appeals Tribunal, merely decides whether or
not the appellant has the right to a second
adjudication by a different Special
Adjudicator.

The appeals procedure can in effect be
hamstrung and crippled almost from the
moment the asylum seeker presents his or her
case at the port of entry. Immigration
authorities will conduct a short, so-called
proforma interview almost immediately upon
a request for political asylum, followed up by
the second interview hours or days later,in the
PAQ (Political Asylum Questionnaire). It it is
essential that the applicant is able to
demonstrate and explain all the reasons for his
or her claim of a "well-founded fear of
persecution"” and do so in a satisfactory
manner to the immigration officer. The asylum
seeker is obliged to do so under the UN
Convention and according to the commentary
issued by the UNHCR, answering all relevant
questions. If in this process the asylum seeker
fails to satisfy the immigration officer or gives
false and/or contradictory statements, or does

not cooperate with the IO, then they will
rapidly lose their credibility. Without such
credibility, the appeals procedure becomes
almost impossible. A positive barrister's
opinion will prebably not be forthcoming
should the appeal reach the Judicial Review
stage if the applicant supposedly lacks
"credibility", and then a positive opinion is
almost essential if the appeal is to proceed to
that stage.

(b) The Fast Track appeals procedure

Clause 1 of the Asylum & Immigration Bill, in
addition to creating the 'white list', also
extends the fast track appeals procedure
currently used only for so-called "without
foundation" third-country cases to a number
of new categories. These include:

(i) applications considered outside the
criteria of the 1951 UN Convention

(ii) applications from people from
"designated countries"

(iii) applications where the reasons
given for application no longer apply. For
example, where circumstances of a country
have changed. However, the UNCHR
handbook states that such changes should not
be transitory but "major". The Bill does not
distinguish between levels of change.

(iv) applications made 'late', eg after
a refusal of leave to enter or after a
deportation or removal order. (Yet there may
be instances when such applications are
necessary if the applicant's country of origin
has gone into an upheaval)

As with current fast track appeal
procedures, there is no right of appeal to an
IAT: the only possibility is that of a Judicial
Review. More seriously still, the Bill removes
the right of "without foundation" third-
country cases to an in-country appeal. Such
cases will have to make their appeal from
outside the UK. In practice, this means that
someone who arrives at a UK port could be
turned around almost immediately, and in
many cases probably without having
understood what was happening to him or her,

-and returned to a third country where there is

LIQLILIGLD

24




www.padippakam.com

no guarantee that they might be returned
(refouled) to their country of origin. It is
possible that such cases will not even come to
the attention of TWAN or other representative
agencies.

Alongside the main clauses of the Bill
are several amendments to previous Acts, one
of which extends the powers of immigration
officers in relation to their examination of
people arriving in the UK requiring the
declaration and production of documents.
There is a danger that such an amendment to
existing laws will increase the numbers of those
treated as illegal entrants because of a lack of
papers. Such applicants risk being labelled
"bogus asylum seekers''.

In addition, in cases where a person
leaves the country while an appeal is still
pending, the appeal is withdrawn. When an
appellant is on Temporary Admission and fails
to attend an interview, his or her application
can be decided in his or her absence without
further enquiry and without informing the
applicant. As explained below, those on
Temporary Admission, ie those whose initial
applications have failed, will no longer have
the right to social security benefits and many
will likely possess no fixed abode or address.
Taken in tandem with the Social Security
(Persons From Abroad) changes, the Bill
creates a Judicrous nightmare of bureaucracy.

In effect, the Bill is currently worded
so that almost any application for asylum
could be placed on the fast track if the Home
Office were to so choose.

4. The Criminalisation of the Asylum Seeker
(a) Immigration Offences

The Asylum & Immigration Bill creates a
number of new offences related to
immigration, in effect turning many genuine
refugees into criminals and creating suspects
out of all refugees and asylum seekers. This
measure parallels hysterical stories in the
tabloid press about the supposed criminal
activities of asylum seekers and refugees. If

you were to believe them, all refugees would
appear to be running housing benefit frand
rackets and spending their days shoplifting or
selling drugs; in fact, nearly all asylum seekers
are law abiding and peaceful.

The Bill creates a criminal offense to
enter or attempt to enter the UK by deception.
In other words, entry on false papers may be
prosecuted. Even worse, mens rea is not
required, ie the refugee need not know that his
or her papers are false for guilt to be
established. In effect, this means that those
asylum seekers whose agents procured forged
visas which are later determined by
immigration to be false will be criminally liable
for something they were in total ignorance of.
This is also in direct contravention of Article
31 of the 1951 UN Convention which
acknowledges the necessity in certain
circumstances of forged papers to effect an
escape from a persecuting country of origin.

Under the new Bill, it also becomes a
criminal act to assist asylum seekers to seek
entry into the UK or to assist people who are
seeking leave to remain in the UK with the
knowledge or reasonable belief that the person
is not entitled to such leave. In effect, this
targets the travel agents but also can be
extended to informal assistance to refugees
provided by the community. The Bill
specifically exempts those offering assistance
where there is no gain to them as well as bona
fide organisations whose purpose it is to assist
refugees.

The police and immigration authorities
both receive increased powers under the
proposals outlined in the Government's Bill.
Police would be able to arrest without warrant
those suspected of illegal entry, obtaining leave
to enter or remain by deception, failing to
observe conditions of leave to remain or
overstaying, and have the power to search
premises on suspicion.

In effect, this is a reversion to the
infamous 'sus' laws of the 1970s. Police would
in effect be empowered to trawl areas for
“illegal  immigrants”, with  perilous
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consequences for both genuine asylum seekers
and ethnic communities who are British
citizens or Convention Status refugees.

The Bill also makes it a criminal
offense to employ illegal immigrants,
overstayers or work restricted asylum seekers.
Employers would be obliged to carry out
checks on the immigration status of employees.
Not only will this make it even harder for
asylum seekers to find work, it will likely push
a proportion of working asylum seekers into
even worse-paid and semi-legal employment.

If the clauses outlined above were ever
implemented, they would virtually abolish the
distinction in the public mind and in the eyes of
the authorities between genuine refugees
seeking asylum and illegal immigrants, turning
all asylum seekers into potential criminals in
need of supervision, surveillance and
monitoring.

(b) Detention centres

As with other aspects of the 'package' of
measures combined in the Asylum &
Immigration Bill and the Social Security
Amendment, already existing trends can be
found which 'point the way' to the 'package’.
The current IND practices relating to
detention centres are no exception.

Currently, Tamil detainees are held in:

Campsfield Detention Centre - Oxford
Haslar Holding Centre - Gosport
Canterbury HM Remand Centre - Rochester
Harmondsworth Detention Centre - Hounslow

At the moment, around 18 to 20 Tamil
refugees are being detained at these four sites.
However, in December of 1995 and January of
this year the number of detainees has begun to
increase, but not because of any increase in the
numbers of long term detainees. Around seven
have been held for more than six months;
among those seven two of them for more than
two years. The remaining population of Tamil
detainees fluctuates from week to week but is
trending steadily up.

One of the reasons why more refugees
are being detained is because a very small
number are going underground rather than
facing deportation back to Sri Lanka. As a
consequence, the IND has begun to detain
some asylum seekers who have lost the right to
appeal any further. These refugees find
themselves detained either after they have
presented themselves for an interview at the
IND or after reporting to the police as
required. The Home Office has become
cautious in its dealings with certain refugee
groups, including Tamils, because of the very
small number of disappearences of refugees.
Yet many of those that disappear are simply
leaving the UK unofficially rather than face a
return to their country of origin. So in fact, the
Home Office fear that those who disappcar
have gone underground in the UK is
unfounded. If those who leave voluntarily were
to notify Immigration of their departure after
they have left, then the Home Office would be
less able to argue that there is a problem with
asylum seekers going underground illegally.

The tendency to detain a proportion of
failed appellant asylum seekers is one strong
indicator of how future asylum cases may be
treated, i.e. as criminal cases requiring
custody.

detention centres, we have discovered that
some long-stay detainees are showing evidence
of clinical depression, including such symptoms
as loss or memory and/or appetite, lack of
desire to communicate and withdrawal into
themselves. Such detainees require a great
amount of moral support and visits, especially
since their legal representatives cannot get
enough legal aid to fund very many visits.
Community organisations such as TWAN,
however, do not possess the resources needed
to properly support the detainees either.
Supplementary support and visits are needed,
especially because detainees are isolated from
the community to begin with. TWAN would
therefore like to appeal to members of the
community to visit the detention centres and
give moral support to these detainees.
Information about visiting regulations is

Also, through our re%ular visits to
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available from our Office.

In conjunction with the Tamil
Information Centre, TWAN has been
monitoring the cases of detainees but a great
deal more information is needed to obtain a
complete picture of what is happening to them,
the length of their stays, the turnover in the
detention centres, what happens to them after
release, etc. TWAN will therefore be paying
especial attention to the situation of detainees
in the future.

WELFARE BENEFITS
1. Current Casework

The chief difficulty we experience in our
welfare work is in chasing the DSS after we
have made an A1 Income Support application
on behalf of a new arrival, and making sure
our clients begin receiving benefits. The main
obstacle faced by a refugee claimant of benefits
is the Social Security office's demands for
proof of identity and immigration status.
Without these, an asylum seeker will face long
delays in receiving his or her first money, the
delay sometimes lasts up to three months. This
delay has a knock-on effect, in that if the new
claimant doesn't start receiving benefit within
a month, his or her Housing Benefit claim will
take an even longer time to arrive. Worse still,
if landlords don't begin receiving their rent
money from Housing Benefit within 8-10
weeks, they will more often than not evict their
tenants or start harassing them severely.

It is not a requirement under current
regulations that an asylum seeker's benefits
claim produce his or her SAL in order to be
able to claim benefits. No direct sanction is
specified in these regulations. In the Benefits
Agency 'Persons From Abroad' Handbook, it
is clearly stated that if an application has been
made but the claimant is still waiting for SAL,
then the DSS officer should interview the
claimant to establish identity. It is also stated
that the case officer should " not delay benefit
claims merely because an SAL cannot be
produced immediately". In a recent handbook,
the 'Evidence Of Identity' Guide, it is also

noted that asylum seekers may enter the
country without any documentary evidence
because they have fled their country of origin.

According to these regulations, the
following documents are supposedly
acceptable evidence of identity:

Local Authority rent book; tenancy
agreement; affidavits; original birth/marriage

certificates; paid fuel or phone bills
with name & address; accomodation receipts;
council tax documents.

A letter from a solicitor is also
supposedly acceptable, as long as it includes
the following details:

Client's name and any variations;
Home Office reference number; conditions of
entry/brief  explanation for lack of SAL;
how long the solicitor has been representing
the client; the client's address; date of entry;
date of asylum application; date of birth; port
of entry and  whether the client's passport is
at the Home Office.

However, the problems are still
continuing even though the Benefits Agency
has issued clear regulations on this matter. In
effect, it seems that the Immigration
authorities and the Benefits Agency are
playing games with asylum seeker claimants,
and TWAN condemns this kind of
bureaucratic practice. On some occasions,
local Benefit Agency officers are acting
irresponsibly, eg refusing to acknowledge
applications or by misplacing forms within
their offices. If the caseworker is not sure

" about an application, he or she may refuse to

proceed further with it, but then reply that the
DSS is unable to trace the claimant's file.
Sometimes, DSS officers act as if they are
police or immigration officials and interrogate
claimants in a way they are not entitled to,
asking them why they have come fto this
country or why are they wasting taxpayers'
money.

Local DSS offices should consider the
attitudes of new staff towards immigrants and
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asylum seekers when they are recruited. On a
positive note, the Benefits Agency has started
to provide training for its staff to deal with
refugee claims, but those trained staff only
work in the section dealing with asylum
seekers' claims for a very short period of time
before being reassigned to another section.
Thus, there is a very high turnover of
caseworkers and officers dealing with these
claims.

This year, the Home Office and
Benefits Agency improved their
communications networks, making it easier for
the DSS to get access to information about an
asylum seeker's immigration status; for
example, whether the claimant has been
granted an SAL, ELR or been refused. As a
consequence, DSS offices are now contacting a
claimant two or three days after he or she has
heard from the Home Office and demanding
confirmation of what, in effect, they already
know. The burden of proof is still on the
asylum seeker, and this simply creates more of
a workload for TWAN as we then need to
interpret the letter, draft a reply, etc. Given
this improved information network, why does
the DSS need to have everything confirmed
twice?

2. "Habitual Residence'

Since August 1994 people wishing to claim
Income Support (£3) and Housing Benefit (HB)
have to show that they are "habitually resident'
in the UK or the Common Travel Area. On
application forms, there is now a trigger
question - have you entered the UK in the last
five years? - which if answered with a yes will
provoke further questioning. To fail the test
means being classed as a "person from
abroad" and refused eligibility for IS and HB.

This rule does not strictly apply to
claimants in exempt categories, eg those with
Convention Status, ELR or EEC nationals
with a 5 year residence permit, or other EU
workers. However, to be an EU worker the
claimant must have been working in the UK
for upwards of three months and such work
must be 'genuine and effective' rather than

'marginal and ancillary’. In effect, the DSS has
decided to distinguish between workers (who
are eligible for benefits) and work seekers who
arrive looking for work.

Case One

Mr N was granted asylum in France
under the UN Convention but could not find
work in that country. Because of his
knowledge of English and his work experience,
he decided to come to the UK to look for work.
He arrived with his family including two
children and while he was actively seeking
work applied for unemployment benefit. Under
EEC rules, he would have been eligible if he
passed the habitual residence test. However, he
could not claim actual habitual residence but
could claim deemed habitual residence under
the Rome Treaty. His benefit application was
turned down. He appealed against the decision
with TWAN's assistance. While his appeal was
pending, he found work and began work.
When his case went to the tribunal, it was once
again refused because of the new August 1994
ruling.

3. Social Security (Persons From Abroad)
Miscellaneous Regulations Amendment

(i) Background

In October 1995, the Secretary of State for
Social Security, Peter Lilley, announced major
changes in asylum seekers' eligibility for
benefits. Though the Government initially
backed down from the original implementation
date of January 8th 1996, after a debate in late
January the new regulations were
implemented on February 5th 1996. In effect,
the new regulations have removed a great
many asylum seekers' entitlement to benefit
and left them with no visible means of support.
As a result, many asylum seekers now have to
rely on the charity of their already
impoverished refugee communities or have
simply become destitute and homeless.

Before that date, all asylum seekers
without discrimination were able to claim
Income Support, Housing Benefit and Council
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Tax Benefit under the Urgent Cases provisions
of the regulations, in effect 90% of the normal
amount. In addition, asylum seekers were able
to claim Family Credit, Attendance
Allowance, Disability Working Allowance,
Invalid Care Allowance, Severe Disablement
Allowance and Child Benefit. Asylum seekers
waiting for the outcome of an appeal against a
refusal of their asylum application or who
were on Temporary Admission were also
entitled to claim Income Support and all other
benefits listed above.

Even before the new regulations were
fully implemented, Benefit Agency offices were
already beginning to effectively introduce
some of the measures outlined below. Because
the earlier implementation date of January 8th
was postponed a month to February Sth, some
asylum seekers lost their rights to benefits on
that earlier date in the confusion caused by the
Government's temporary U-turn,

However, the DSS had already been
causing difficulties for some asylum seekers
well before the new regulations were
announced. For example, the new regulations
remove the entitlement to benefits from those
asylum seekers whose applications have been
refused but are appealing. Yet even last year
many asylum seekers whose applications had
been refused were already experiencing
problems in receiving their benefits while they
were appealing. When a refusal is issued, the
SAL is withdrawn. After the refusal of the
initial application, the asylum seeker only has
his removal papers. He or she was able to
appeal but had no documentary evidence for
benefits purposes or proof of identity if they
happen to be arrested by the police. The Home
Office would not issue an acknowledgement of
their decision with any great regularity, but
the BA would insist on proof of eligibility, in
other words asking for immigration papers the
claimant had not been given. When TWAN
approached the IND regarding this matter, the
Immigration's reply was that they would not
issue any papers for that purpose. When we
mentioned the BA's demands for proof and
documents, Immigration replied that the DSS
should be asked to contact the Home Office.

When we mentioned this to the BA, their
response was that that it was the claimant's
responsibility to produce immigration papers

Case Two

Mr K was refused asylum in August
1995 but proceeded with an appeal. However,
his benefits were stopped when the initial
negative decision came through. Despite
representations on his behalf by TWAN,
including documentary evidence of his appeal
for a Judicial Review, the DSS refused to
restart his claim because Mr K had no SAL or
other immigration papers. He has still not
received Income Support to this date.

(ii) Changes To Benefits Entitlement

Since February 5th 1996, only Port cases are
entitled td benefits until such time as the initial
decision is made on the initial asylum
application. This is the essence of the new
regulations.

Those asylum seekers who make their
claims after entering the country (in country
applicants) are no longer entitled to benefits of
any kind, as are those whose applications for
asylum are refused.

Case Three

Mrs R arrived in the UK in November
1995 with her three children, all of whom are
under 16. Since she had travelled via France,
she was treated as a third-country case and
her application for asylum was rejected on the
basis that she should have applied for asylum
in France. At this point, her solicitor applied
for asylum on behalf of her eldest child, but
this too was refused in March 1996.

Mrs R's benefits had been stopped on
February 5th under the new regulations.
TWAN took her to the Social Services
Department, since under the Childrens Act,
Social Services have an obligation to take care
of the under-16s. Accordingly, she was paid a
weekly allowance for the maintenance of her
children. In the meantime, however, through
her solicitor's efforts, the Home Office have
consented to consider her application here and
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she has been granted temporary admission.
Her benefits are likely to be restored.

All asylum seekers are no longer
entitled to any of the non-countributory
benefits ie Family Credit, Attendance
Allowance, Disability Working Allowance,
Disability Living Allowance, Invalid Care
Allowance or Severe Disablement Allowance if
they are making a new claim after February
5th or if there is a review of their entitlement
following a "relevant  change  of
circumstances". This also means that those
claiming Income Support and Housing
Benefit/Council Tax Benefit will no longer
qualify for the disability or disabled child
premiums as part of their 'basic'.

Asylum seekers not entitled to Income
Support are not able to claim from the Social
Fund including budgeting loans, community
care grants, cold weather payments, funeral
expense payments or maternity expense
payments. Crisis Loans are still available but
as the loans are linked to an ability to repay,
those not entitled to IS will be unlikely to be
considered.

The sole exception allowed for in these
new regulations is in circumstances where
some would be trapped in the UK because of a
major change in circumstances in their home
country preventing their return after their
arrival in the UK. In these case, the Home
Secretary would designate that country as a
'country of upheaval' and asylum seekers
would be entitled to claim benefits if they lodge
their in-country claim within 3 months of the
announcement. An asylum seeker who applies
before such an announcement would not be
entitled, however,

(iii) Consequences

Both the Asylum & Immigration Bill and the
Social Security (Persons From Abroad)
Amendment put into law the concept that the
Home Office has the right and power to
designate areas of the world as troubled or

untroubled. With the introduction of the idea
of a list of "countries of upheaval", the IND
will have its very own 'black list' to go with its
future 'white list' of "designated countries"
(see above). Presumably, the Home Office will
utilise the resources of the Foreign Office and
the security services to arrive at its decisions.
Such an explanation of how the Home Office
will decide on its designations has not been
forthcoming from the Government, however.
In any situation, these new powers are not
seemingly subject to any checks and balances
and could well be used without regard for the
real situation on the ground. These laws have
greatly increased the likelihood of the United
Kingdom finding itself in breach of the UN
Convention of 1951.

Currently, about 70% of all asylum
seekers make their applications in-country.
Based on 1995 figures, around 27,000 in-
country applicants have been affected by the
Social Security Amendment. A further 13,000
port cases are also affected if/when they
receive a negative decision. The Government
has reasoned that since 80% of in-country
cases are currently refused compared with
70% of port cases, in-country cases are not as
well-founded and nor do they deserve social
security support. The Government reasons
that either these in-country applications for
asylum are malevolent and designed to extend
a person's stay in the UK, or the applicant
must have gained entry into the UK by deceit.

However, the percentage of positive
decisions granted to in-country applicants as
compared with port applicants has averaged
53% over three years, from 1992 to 1994,
according to official figures. This means that
53% of asylum claims which are either
accepted as genuine or are given Exceptional
Leave To Remain come from those who are
now being penalised because they made their
claims in-country.

Even with the difference in rates of
refusal between port and in-country cases
(80% to 70%), 20% of all in-country cases are
still given positive decisions. Furthermore,
according to Refugee Council figures, 81% of
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a large sample of asylum seekers apply for
asylum within one week of arrival. In most
cases, the reasons for delaying the application
are due to a fear of officialdom and/or
ignorance of the process of applying for
asylum. Many asylum seekers arrive
convinced that immigration authorities will
simply deport them back to their country of
origin,

The Government is also convinced that
the right to benefit enjoyed by those appealing
against asylum decisions is an encouragement
to lodge spurious appeals. Therefore removing
the right to benefit while an asylum seeker is
appealing against a negative decision is
designed to discourage such 'spurious’
appeals. As usual, this throws the baby out
with the bathwater, penalising the vast
majority who are genuinely appealing against
a negative decision because they believe it was
a wrong decision and not because they want to
continue to receive a small amount of Income
Support.

ACCOMODATION & HOUSING

Most of our clients occupy rented properties
owned by private landlords, and the majority
are dependent on Housing Benefit. Because of
the new Social Security legislation which came
into effect on February 3th, some members of
the Tamil community have lost their benefits.
As a result, some have become homeless.

In an attempt to solve this crisis, we
arranged emergency shelter through local
churches in Newham. In some cases we are
providing food, with the help of local churches,
charities and local authority help. However,
TWAN possesses nowhere near enough
resources to overcome this crisis and is unable
to cope with the needs of asylum seekers who
have been deprived of their means of
subsistence in this way. The local authority has
at this stage no plan or program to deal with
this problem. Far too great a burden has been
allowed to fall on community groups, when
these are really local authority and
Government problems.

In addition, the proposed Asylum &
Immigration Bill would if passed into law
remove the entitlement to social housing and
child benefit from any immigrant who is of a
class specified in an order made by the
Secretary of State. The Home Office's notes
indicate that this would be done to bring
entitlements into line with the Social Security
Amendment, but there is a very broad scope
for extending these restrictions. There vlvould
also no longer be an entitlement to assistance
for asylum seekers under homelessness
legislation, nor would there be an entitlement
to social housing via Local Authority waiting
lists.

Over the past ten years, TWAN has
intended to develop housing projects. In 1987
we managed to form a housing co-op, called
the Newham Community Tamil Housing Co-
op, with shortlife properties. Up to 1994 we
had 14 properties available, but most of these
properties have been taken back under local
authority control in the last year. In 1996 we
are expecting 3 to 4 further houses to be
further withdrawn by the local authority, and
this means we are now desperately short of
accomodation. Private landlords are often not
an alternative, as rents can be very high and
with the new Social Security regulations, many
asylum seekers are no longer eligible for
housing benefits. At this stage, we are
requesting Local Authorities and Government
to allocate more properties for refugee
communities, to solve this homelessness crisis.
Last year we had a meeting with the Housing
Director of the London Borough of Newham
and other housing association officers, in order
to try and acquire more properties. This is still
in the early stages and we have not as yet
acquired any more properties. We are looking
forward to acquiring some through housing
associations,

Currently, TWAN has one property in
East Ham, which provides temporary
accomodation for newly arrived asylum
seekers. Thanks to this house, asylum seekers
who arrive at the ports without an address of
afriend or a relative to declare can be released
te this address, and thus avoid detention or
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prison. According to the Housing Department
of LBN's December 1995 letter, the Housing
Department are now wanting to reclaim that
property back as well. This is very bad news
for newly arrived asylum seekers. Again, we
are requesting the council not to reclaim the
house so that new refugee arrivals can avoid
detention. In the meantime, if we were able to
acquire alternative housing association
properties with lower rents, we would be
ready to return that property back to the
council. Until that time, TWAN and the Tamil
community desperately need that property.

HEALTH
1. GPs and Hospitals

Through our experiences, many refugees are
still facing problems with access to primary
health care. Most General Practicioners and
dentists are not willing to accept them as
patients, and many are still unable to register
with local GPs. When TWAN enquired as to
why refugees cannot be taken on by GPs, their
response is that their practices are
overcrowded and are no longer accepting new
patients.

In some cases, GPs are threatening to
strike off some of their existing refugee
patients. Under the terms of the proposed
Asylum & Immigration Bill, it will be the duty
of GPs, hospitals and Social Services to report
on suspected illegal immigrants, and this will
obviously increase the difficulties faced by all
refugees in seeking health care.

The health system is also different
from that in Sri Lanka. In Sri Lanka, as in the
UK, there are public and private health
sectors, but both public and private doctors
are equally accessible, without the need to
register to a particular practice. However, in
the UK, the GP system requires registration,
without which there will be no treatment.
Because the Sri Lankan system is less formal
than here, many refugees do not think to
register upon arrival and only seek the help of
a doctor when they are ill, at which point they
have to complete the forms or are refused

treatment altogether. When an asylum seeker
arrives in this country, TWAN gives advice on
how to register and who the GPs are in his or
her area, and how the UK medical system
works. If they have any major illnesses or
injuries, we also explain how they can get
treatment from hospitals and ambulance
services.

TWAN also visits hospitals to see those
who have no friends or relatives in this
country. Our volunteers will visit and give
moral support as well as sometimes
interpreting whenever interpretation is
needed.

2. Mental Stress and Counselling Project

Most refugees suffer from mental stress
because of the civil war. Sometimes, they have
also been physically injured or have lost family
members. Some refugees have also experienced
torture by the security forces in Sri Lanka.
When they arrive in this country, they feel
lonely and uncertain about their future. This
combined situation inevitably creates a
considerable amount of stress and illness. This
sort of patient needs treatment and counselling
services, but unfortunately the local health
authority has no Tamil-speaking counsellors at
present. During their asylum application
hearing, most refugees are unable to produce
evidence of their mental stress or illness.
Firstly, most refugees don't know how to get
the evidence or what would be considered
evidence, and secondly, most GPs have no
experience of dealing with such illnesses.
Finally, hospital waiting lists can mean
appointments eight to ten months in the future.

At the moment, TWAN is filling a gap
and our volunteers are engaged in counselling
and assisting Social Services in helping those
refugees suffering from mental problems. The
Medical Foundation in London is also trying to
solve this matter, but they are also unable to
cope with the demand. Because of this
situation, TWAN is trying to arrange with the
local health authority to have properly trained
Tamil-speaking counsellors in order to deal
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with this problem.

EDUCATION,
EMPLOYMENT

TRAINING &

1. Employment

Most asylum seekers are eligible to work after
six months' stay in this country, but normally
Immigration won't send any work permits out
to the particular asylum seeker when six
months is reached. A work permit can only be
obtained on request. Therefore, once a
decision about asylum has been made, if it is
negative, no work permit will be issued and the
asylum seeker cannot start work. If the asylum
seeker has already got a work permit before
the decision is given, then he or she can
continue to work until their removal day.
TWAN strongly advises the community that
anyone who complctes six months stay after
their initial application should immediately ask
for a work permit and start seeking work.

Furthermore, with the Social Security
Regulations now passed, all asylum seekers
whose applications have been refused but
whose appeals are still pending will have their
right to welfare benefits withdrawn. If in the
meantime they cannot seek work, they will be
left with no source of income. Therefore, a
work permit is now a necessity for all asylum
seekers.

Even with a work permit, most asylum
seekers do not know about their employment
rights. In these circumstances, TWAN will give
advice to the particuiar asylum seeker and to
prospective employers, and we will write to the
IND and secure the necessary work permit,

Sometimes, employers do not know
the legal terms of asylum seekers' employment
rights; in this situation we will step in and give
the relevant material support or explanation
to the employer. One very common example is
if an employer asks the employee or
prospective employee about their National
Insurance number. The Benefit Agency will
not give out a NI number unless the DSS have

received an employer's letter, even if the
particular asylum seeker has produced a
Home Office work permit. This kind of
complication only creates reluctance in local
employers to take on asylum seekers as
workers. As a result, this practice by the BA
means that refugees/asylum seekers are often
unable to get jobs. Employers also take
advantage of the complications with NI
numbers to pay refugee workers low wages.

2. Training Project

Among the refugee community, Tamil refugees
are relatively more qualified and educated.
Even then, they are unable to get suitable jobs
for their qualifications because their
experience or qualifications are not recognised
by many employers, and in some cases,
language ability is a factor. Currently, TWAN
is involved in a survey to find out the training
needs of the Tamil refugee community. The
University Of East London and the local
authority are also involved, and the survey
report will be available to us in the middle
of the year. After the results of the survey are
made known to us, we will be trying to build
up one training project for Tamil refugees.

3. Higher Education

Access to higher education is difficult because
of a refugee's immigration status. Normally, a
refugee is only eligible to receive a grant from
the local education authority after three years'
residence. Because of this three year rule most
refugees are prevented from acquiring further
education, Since the majority of Tamil refugees
are young and their education was disrupted
by the civil war in Sri Lanka, they desperately
need more education. If they are unable to
resume their education for three years they
will have lost the studying habit and lose
interest in gaining an education. Also, because
many asylum seekers/refugees have not got
permanent addresses, when the local education
authority asks for documentary evidence for
residence in this country and the particular
borough, they are unable to produce such
documentary evidence.
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In these circumstances, TWAN will
give the necessary evidence for them to prove
their eligibility for grants. In some cases, Local
Education Authority staffs are not aware of
asylum seekers' problems and are not trained
to deal with them, and ask unnecessary
questions and harass the student. We will also
communicate with the LEA and solve the
matter in this situation.

Case One

Mr K, who is a student at Greenwich
University, was granted an education award
by his LEA, but when he applied for a student
loan the University Student Loans Section
refused to release the loan because they asked
for his passport. The reason they gave for
this was for ID purposes. As Mr K had fled
Sri Lanka because he was a wanted person, he
was unable to travel under his own identity
and entered the UK using forged travel
documents arranged by a travel agent. He has
been granted ELR by the Home Office, who
have kept these travel documents since he had
not been granted full refugee status under the
UN Convention of 1951.The Home Office
would release these documents under one
other circumstance, namely if his High
Commission refused to grant him a new
passport. However, even though Mr K was
extremely reluctant to approach the Sri
Lankan High Commission, for fear that his
family in Sri Lanka would be subjected to
harassment, he tried to obtain his passport via
the High Commission, was harassed verbally
and refused. When TWAN tried to get the
High Commission to put this refusal in writing,
so that the Home Office had the proof they
wanted, the High Commission refused.
Meanwhile, the Students Loans Section
harassed Mr K for a passport he could not
produce. In this case, we were finally able to
explain the situation to the Student Loan
Officer and provided all relevant documentary
evidence about Home Office regulations and
his situation. Finally, in the last week of 1995,
the case was successfully resolved and Mr K
was granted a student loan.

Case 2:
Mr S is a first year engineering student

at South Bank University and he applied for a
student grant to the LEA, after the three vear
period of ELR, as he was eligible. But his LEA
refused his grant application on the grounds
that he attended a foundation course earlier to
get access to a degree level course, which they
insist is also part of the degree course.
Therefore he applied in the middle of his
course. South Bank University say that the
foundation course was not part of the degree
course, but LEA do not accept this explanation
and are still refusing him a grant.

4, Refugee Children's Education

Recently, the number of refugee children
arriving in this country has increased.
However, some schools are reluctant to admit
refugee children. If the child arrives in the
middle of term or academic year, it becomes
very difficult to get admission for that child
and they have to wait for the next year to
begin. Parents are also unable to understand
information about the schooling and education
system in this country as it is very different to
the Sri Lankan system. In Sri Lanka the
teacher will teach the child according to the
exam board syllabus. Here, the student is
required to be creative and use his or her
initiative. In Sri Lanka, the teacher will coach
a slower child up to the other students' level,
but here, they do not. For refugee children,
there is also the language problem, and the
child is often isolated from the rest of the
children, especially at first. Children are also
unable to explain to their parents what is going
on at the school. If the teacher is unable to pay
any extra attention to the particular child's
problems, no one knows about it.

TWAN has tried to develop in these
schools a parent-teacher network, and has also
recommended policies to the LEA to solve this
complicated situation. Some development work
and information is being produced at the
moment by the LEA to deal with refugee
education.After a conference in 1993, The
Refugee Education Working Group was set up
by the Community Education Service of the
LEA and has been meeting regularly since
1994. The report from the 1993 conference on
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1994. The report from the 1993 conference on
refugee education has been published in early
1996.

5. Supplementary Classes Project

Over the last few years, we have noticed that
many refugee children are unable to cope with
their studies compared to the other children in
their classes. As a result, teachers are reluctant
to take extra care of Tamil refugee children
and give them any extra coaching within
school hours. According to school governors'
and teachers' advice, as a community we
would like to support our community children
in after school hours, with the guidance of
school teachers.

For this reason, we started our
Supplementary Classes Project last year in
1994 and it is successfully growing. The
majority of the volunteer teachers who
conduct these supplementary classes are Tamil
speakers, and are professional and qualified
teachers as well. At present, we are running
this project at the Little Iiford School on
Sundays and Kensington Primary School on
Saturdays, and we are also using the TWAN
premises for this purpose.

To support this project, we were
granted a part subsidy for the classroom rent
by the London Borough of Newham
Community Education Section, and we have
also received contributions from parents. We
have also received one-off funds from
charitable trusts. It would be a great help to
the success of this project if we were able to
secure a regular source of funding, since many
refugee parents are reluctant to use this
service because they cannot afford to do so
financially. We would also then be able to
expand the project to service the whole refugee
community in the borough. There are
currently some Somali and Pakistani children
taking advantage of these supplementary
classes, alongside the Tamil children, and
undoubtedly there could be more in the future
if the project received proper funding.

At present, we are providing
supplementary classes in English, Maths and
Science for children between 11 and 16. This
includes coaching for the GCSE examinations.

Between 50 and 60 students are currently
benefiting from these classes.

After the project started, we received
comments and opinionss from both parents
and teachers, which  suggested that the
classes were very successful. Children were
now willing to go to school on their own and
their confidence had been increased, so that
they were willing to talk and play with the
other children at their school. Though we do
not as yet know how great a difference these
classes have made to examination results, the
initial results have been very encouraging.

6. Unaccompanied Children

Unaccompanied refugee children who arrive in
the UK have an even greater problem securing
admission to schools, because schools expect
there to be legal guardians, but there may not
be any. The Tamil community is willing to
provide accomodation, food and support for
such children but are not usually prepared to
assume the role of legal guardians. Many
refugees have come from turbulent
circumstances; their own children might still
be in Sri Lanka, or they might marry and have
families of their own. Asylum seekers have
their own already very difficult lives to lead,
quite often precariously, and do not wish to
add to their burdens. In this situation, TWAN
gets involved and explains the circumstances to
the head teacher, and schools have finally
accepted this and now admit the children.
Through Social Services, the LEA and the
schools three such cases have been resolved in
the past twelve months. Through the umbrella
body the Newham Refugee Union we have
passed on information on how we achieved
this. Because of this, Somali refugee groups
have been able to sort out similar children's
problems after we explained our success to
them.

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL PROJECT
1. Elderly Project

In our elderly user group, the majority are
refugees who live in rooms or elderly homes
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TAMIL, WELFARE ASSOCIATION (NEWHAM) U.K

BATANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST DECEMBER 1995

1995
£
Represented By:
General fund brought forward 7,109
Excess expenditure for the period (747)
6,362
Building Fund
Balance b/fwd 18,831
Excess of expenditure for the period (8,768)
Balance c/fwd 10,063
Total 16,425

Signed on behalf of the Board on 29th March 1996

Ve, Co

P Chandradas

Secre
i
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)/ Araj/t‘ ‘ u'fr.'({f-.’_f’?:’.- 7 e

i

S Gajendrakumaran
Treasurer
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TAMIL WELFARE ASSOCIATION (NEWHAM) U.K

NOTES TO THE BAIANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST DECEMBER 1995

1. Fixed Assets

Opening balance

Closing balance

Aggregate Depreciation

Opening balance
Charge for the period

Closing balance

Net Book Values

As at 31st December 1995
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Furniture
Fittings
&
Equipment Total
£
16,943 16,943
16,943 16,943
10,521 10,521
1,285 1,285
11,806 11,806
5,137 5,137
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TAMIL WELFARE ASSOCTATION (NEWHAM) U.K

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

PERTOD FROM 26TH AUGUST 1994 TO 31ST DECEMBER 1995

Income

Grants received
Membership fees
Donation received

BRC Training

Cultural activity income
Family outings income
Rent receivable

Bank interest received

Expenditure

Elderly Project
Childrens’ Project

Art Project

Family outings

Sports activities
Salaries and wages
National insurance
Staff training
Volunteers and sessional workers
Compensation for loss of office
Rent and rates

Insurance

Security costs

Light and heat
Telephone

Repairs and maintenance
. Equipment maintenance
Printing and advertising
Postage and stationery
Iegal and professional
Audit and accountancy
Meeting expense

Bank charges

Sundry expenses
Depreciation

Excess of expenditure over income
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1995

[

24,749
831
963
600
606

1,792
1,847
584

31,972

1,477
2,582
701
1,200
695
16,000
1,138
37
1,142
1,759
6,267
756
311
1,077
1,245
139
270
1,030
1,282
50
450
167
87
340

1,285

41,487

(9,515)
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TAMIL, WELFARE ASSOCIATION (NEWHAM) U.K
SCHEDULE TO ACCOUNTS

1995 ACCOUNTS

1. Grants received

City Parochial Foundation 17,500
Art Grant 1,000
Childrens’ Project 3,150
Elderly Project 1,606
Sport Grant 663
Technical books 400
Arts in the Neighborhood 430

24,749
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@® SOUTH INDIAN STYLE SAREES AVAILABLE AT BARGAIN PRIGES :_,

@ SUMMER SALE COMMENCES ON 15 MAY 1936 ;

@ AFTER THE PRICE FIXING, IF YOU PRESENT THIS ADVERT A
FURTHER 5% DISCOUNT IS AVAILABLE

* WHOLESALE IMPORTS & EXPORTS
269 GREEN STREET, FOREST GATE, LONDON E7 TEL: 0181-552 6358
| 238 GREEN STREET, FOREST GATE, LONDON E7 TEL: 0181- 471 9244
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Analysis of services provided by TWAN
1995-1996

Welfarg Rights
RN

WRATION

Accomodation

Education

People Received Services From TWAN

1983
o
3 1992
>

1991

1990

1989

0] 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000
No OF Visits
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Yearly Expenses Incrred

1887 1988 1989 1820 1991 1992 1e838 1904 1995

Analysis Of Expenditure Year 1995

Elderly Project
6% Childrens Project
6%

Art project
2%

Family Outings

/3%

Advisary Project Sports Activities
441% 2%
Maintenanc

35%

Professional Charges
5%
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Playscheme 1995
Folk Theatre (Nattu Koothu) Performance
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Asylum and Refugee Law

Discussion with Patricia Tuitt

Seasonal Farnily Gat}lering 1995

49
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Art Workshop
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*All types of mortgage available

*Schemes to suit all needs
| “Specialists for first time buyers

maéom«myea//%mo/mmm
N/, Fousehold, %w;mm@m/%&,

For Pi'ofessional Service & Free Advice

Ring Us Now

18 Station Road
Manor Park
L.ondon E12 5BT

Telephone: 0181-478 8203 Fax: 0181-4173 5597
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1995

Chair: Mr R Ramachanthiran
Vice Chair: Mr R Rajanavanathan
Secretary: Mr P Chandradas
Asst. Secretary:  Mr S Pannerchelvan
Treasurer: Mr S Gajendrakumaran
Asst. Treasurer:  Mr S Kirubaharan

Public Relations Officer: Mr S Uthayakumar

Spokesperson: Mrs M Balasingam
Others: Mr T Sivaranjan

Mr V Janarthanan

Information and Advice Worker: Mr R Pathmanaba lyer
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Family Quting 1995

Elder|g ijecr - Excursion to Scotland

=)
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Our Sincere Thanks To:

Members of Parliament

Mr.Ron Leyton
Mr.Tony Banks

Mr Nigel Spearing
Mr. Stephen Timins
Ms. Diane Abbott
Mr Keith Vaz

Members of European Psr.ament

Ms.Carole Tongue
Mr. Alf Lomas

Advertisers

Capital Autos

Bipin Jewellers

Antony's Super Foods
Brokerhouse Letting Services
Taste of Ceylon Cuisine
Nathans

Satyan Jewellers

Ajans Video

Shardad's Fine Jewellers
Thames Valley Property Services
Vanee's Agency

Sri Kumarans

Yaal Restaurant

Unity College

Century 21 Letting

Liberty Life-Hansard Financial

Beckwith Blake Kaye (Chartered Accountants)

Docklands City Office Supplies
Jeyaram Jewellers

Thiru & Co (Solicitors)
Marval Estate Agents

K.R Gift Shop

N. Balakrishnan. ( Solicitors)

\

Councillors

Ahmad Shama

Chapman William Arthur
Chaudhary Akbar
Hudson Lester Thompson
Khawaja Khawar

Singh Amarjit

Singh Kuldi

Robert Wales

Ask International (Importers & Exporters )
Woodfield Einancial Services Ltd
Mitali (Enterprises Ltd)

A.A A Video Vision

Ratbone Holidays Limited

Bhogal & Sanders (solicitors)
Haran Brothers (Video Filming and Still
Photography)

K. Siva & Co (Solicitors )
Keychange Estates Ltd

Sehmi & Sons (Builders Merchants)
J.J Childrens Wear

Kesh Groceries

Verawdha (A Taste of Paradise)
Bhadresa & Co

Ratna & Co ( solicitors)

Anand Pan Centre

Neelm Sarees

R. Bhogals Ltd.

Bhogal & Sanders (Solicitors)
Danabhai Arjan & Sons
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Our Sincere thanks to:
Artistes

Smt. Suthamathy Srisatkunam
Smt. Rudrani Balakrishnan
Smt. Kalaivani Indrakumar
Smt. Mathini Sriskantharajah
Smt. A. Sathiyamoorthy

Smt. S. Sivanesan

Sri . Balasri Rasaiah

Sri . Prakash Yadagudde
Smt. Renuka Shriananda
Miss. Veena Nadarajan

Miss. Vidya Kugananthan
Miss. Sathiya Kugananthan
Smt. Pathmini Gunaseelan
Smt. Chithra Visweswaran
Sri. K. Sithamparanathan
Sri. M. Sivarajah

Sri. K. Jananayagam

Smt. Ragini Rajagopal

Smt. L. Jeyan

Sri. A. Gananathan

Miss. Jeyakrisha Jeyachandran

Local Organisations

London Shri Murugan Temple

London Tamil Sangam

Newham Refugee Union

Uganda Asylum Seckers Association
Newham Refugee Centre

Tamil Information Centre

Newham Monitoring Project

Asian Ltd

Newham Rights Centre

Newham Somali-land Association

Asian Women Project

Newham Tamil Community Housing Co-op
Community Links

Eastwards Trust

Newham Malayalee Association

Newham Community Renewal Programme
East London University

Anti-Poverty Welfare Rights Forum

Froud Centre

/

Arts Organisations

Dance School of Meenakshi
London Sri Murugan Temple
West Londan Tamil School
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
Natha Vidyalaya

London Veena Group
Rainbow Music Group
London Natyalaya

London Melodies

Soft Option

Thiru Valluwar Tamil School
Narthana Kalalaya

Sadhna Music Group

Tamil Performing Arts
Raghas Music Group

Other Organisations

Tamil Refugee Action Group

South London Welfare Group

Tamil Refugee Centre

Rritsh Refugee Council

Asylam Rights Campaign

Tamil Welfare Association of Wandsworth
JCWI

Refugee Legal Group

Refugee Legal Centre
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Past Committee Members

Inaugral Committee
24.5.1986

Mr Sithamparanathan

Mr M. Sivagnanaratnanathan
Ms Manohary Yogarajah

Mr Navaratnarajah

Mr V. Umapathy Sarma

Mrs S. Nadarajah

Mr V. Janarthanan

Elected Management Committee

Central Committe

November 1986
Chairperson: Mr M. Sivagnanaratnanathan Mrs Jeya Vivekananda
Vice Chair: Mr R. Amirthalingam Mr Sithamparanathan
Secretary: Mr V. Thigal Ms Manohary Yogarajah
Asst. Secretary: Mr Jeevahan Mr V Loganathan
Treasurer: Mr J Asokan Mr Navaratnarajah
Asst. Treasurer: Mr 8. Nadarajah Ms Bhamini
Co-ordinator: Mr V. Janarthanan Mr Yoganthan
Mr V Umapathy Sarma
Mr Ligori

Management Committees

Central committee Members

1987
Chairperson Mr.S.S. Thiru Mrs.Jeya Vivekanada
Vice Chairperson Mr.R. Amirthalingam Mr.V.Loganthan
Joint Secretaries Mr.E.R.Jeevahan Mr.B.Pushpaharan
Mr.P.Chandradas Miss.J.Niranjala
Treasurer Mr.J. Asokan Mr.V.Thigal
Asst. Treasurer Mr.S.Nadarajah Mr.K.Sivakumar
Co-ordinator Mr.V.Janarthanan Mr.K Kiritharan
Mr.R.Uthayakumar
Mr.R.Vasuthevan
Spokes Person Mr.R.Sivasubramaniam
Mr.Balasegaram
Mrs.S.Mylvaganam
1988
Chairperson Mr.8.8.Thiru Mr.V.Loganathan
Vice Chairperson Mr.Yoganathan Mr.S.Nadarajah
Secretaries Mr.P.Chandradas Mr.B.Pushpaharan
Treasurer Mr.J. Asokan MTr.S.Sivagnanam
Co-ordinator Mr.Janarthanan Mr.B.Kiritharan
Spokes Person Mr.S.Sivasubramaniam Mrs.S.Renjendra
Mr.S.Balasegaram Mrs.S.Theyagarajah
Mr.D.Rajendran
Mr.A.S. Thambiah
1989
Chairperson Mr.8.Thiru Mr.V.Loganathan
Secretaries Mr.P.Chandradas Mr.Thambiah
Mrs.Jeya Vivekanandan Mr.B.Pushpaharan
Treasurer Mr.J. Asokan Mr.Jeganathan
Assistant Tresurer Mr.Jeyathevan Mrs.T.Yogachandran

Co-ordinator

Spokes Person

\

Mr.V.Janarthanan

56

Mr. Kulasingam

Mr.R.Yoganathan
Mrs.S. Thiyagarajah
Mr.Thayapam

Mrs. Thiyagarajah
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1990

Chair

Vice Chair
Secretary
Asst.Secretary
Treasurer
Asst. Treasurer
Co-ordinetor

Spokes person

1991

Chair Person
Asst Chair
Secretary

Asst Secretary
Treasurer
Asst. Treasurer
P.R.O.

1993

Chair

Vice Chair
Secretary
Asst Secretary
Tresurer
Asst. Tresurer
P.R.O.

1294

Chair

Vice Chair
Secretary
Asst Secretary
Treasurer
Asst treasurer
P.r.o
spokesperson

Dr.P.Ambikapathy
Mrs.B.Maheswary
Mr.P.Chandradas
Mr.S.Santhalingam
Mr.J. Asokan

Mr. T.Kumaran
Mr.V.Janarthanan

Mr.P.Sivasubramanian
Mr.Balasekeram

Mr.V.Loganathan
Mr.R.Ramachanthiran
Mr.P.Chandradas
Mrs.K.Shanmugavadivel
Mr.J. Asokan
Mr.T.Vanasan
Mr.V.Janarthanan

Mrs.K.Shajnmugavadivel
Mr.R.Ramachanthiran
Mr.P.Chandradas
Mr.R.Pathmanaba lyer
Mr.J. Asokan
Mr.S.Gajendrakumarn
Mr.V.Janarthanan

Mrs.K.Shanmugavadivel
Mr.R.Ramachanthiran
Mr.P.Chandradas
Mr.S.Paneerchelvan
Mr.J. Asohan
Mr.S.Gajendrakumaran
Mr.V.Janardanan
Mrs.M.Balasingam
Mr.S.Kirubaharan

Mr. .Sivaranjan

www.padippakam.com

Mr.V.Loganathan
Mr.B.Pushpaharan
Mr.M.Arumugam
Mrs.J. Amikapathy
Mr.S.Chandrashegar
Mr.S.Easan
Mrs.Vivegananda
Mr.K.Sanmugathasaiyer
Miss. V.Sangarappillai
Mr.T.Yashoman
Mr.8.Thiru
Miss.M.Gayathri
Mr.Sammanthan
Mr.Krishnamenan

Mr.S.Gajendrakumaran
Mr.P.Pushpaharan
Mr.M.Arumugam
Mrs.S.Balasingham
Mr.W.Suresh

Mrs.J. Vivekananda
Miss.G.Muthukumarasamy
Mr.T.Kumaran
Mr.T.Sivasubramanian
Mr.V.Pathanjali
Mr.R.Murugananthan
Mr.K.Sivam
Mr.T.Yashoman
Mr.N.Velmugan
Miss.S. Arunasalam

Mrs.M.Balasingam
Mr.T.Vanason
Mr.S.Panneerchelvan
Mr.W.Suresh

Miss. V.Sangarapillai
Mr.Y.Sivaykgan
Miss.G.Muthukumarasamy

Mr.S.Chandraseker
Mr.S. Kirubaharan
Mr.A.Pushparatnam
Mr.D.Rajendran
Mr.S.Navarason
Mr.T.Kumaran
Mr.P.Kamalanathan
Miss.V.Pathmanaba Iyer
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“

Current Board of Directors

Chair Mr.R Ramachanthiran

Vice Chair Mr R Rajanavanathan

Secretary Mr P.Chandradas

Asst secretary Mr.S . Paneerchelvan

Treasurer Mr.S.Gajendrakumaran

Asst treasurer Mr.S Kirubaharan

P.R.O. Mr.S. Uthayakumar

Spokesperson Mrs.M Balasingam
Mr.T.Sivaranjan

Staff Mr.R.Pathmanaba Tyer

Volunteers

Mr.S Santhaligam

Mrs.K Jeyachandran

Mrs. Thaya Janarthanan
Mrs.Aruna Ramachanthiran
Mr. Nick Terry

Mr.S Selvakumar
Mr.Sivapunniam

Mr K Krishnararajah

Mr.V Rajendran

Mrs.Priya Pushparatnam
Mrs.Mathi Gnanasampanthan
Mrs.Shiyamala Rajanavanathan
Mr.S Muthucumarasamy
Mrs.Kala Ramachandran

Mr M Jeyakkumar
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Past Activities
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WELCOME SPEECH

By the Chairperson of TWAN
GREETINGS
Guest Speakers

NAVA VEENA

By Students of Mrs Arunthathy Sriskantharajah

London Veena Group

Abira Yogarajah
Parathan Balayogan
Bhama Karthigesu
Tharchayini Thanapathy
Brinntha Gopal

Nirusah Vignakumar
Sheela Mathy

Priyanthi Pushparatnam
Luxmi Srikantharajah

SOLO DANCE
Jeyakrisha Jeyachandran
Surenee Krishnarajah
Jansy Thambiah

ACCOMPANISTS
Sri Muthu Sivarajah
Sri Gananathan
Smt Arunthathy Sriskantharajah

GEETHA VANI

Mr P Ajanthan - Key Board

Mr P Arjunan - Drum

Mr P David - Base Guitar

Mr S Ravishanker - Thabla
VOCAL

Mrs Ganga Lucion
Mr R Vickineswaran
Mr V Sri Luxman

www.padippakam.com

Bharatha Natyam
BY Sutdents of Annapoorani Sathiyamoorthy
of Sri Meenatchi Bharatha Natya Palli

Vinayakar Vanakkam Followed by Pushpanjali
Brenda Alagacone

Jeyanthi Masilamany

Dakshayi Danapathy

Karthika Sithamparanathan

Kannan Dance
Sugani Wignarajah
Abhirami Danaphthy
Dharshi Jawaharatnam
Luksana Satkunarajan
Rathanika Jeyakumar
Abirami Ragukaran

Sivathandavam
Dakshayi Danapathy
Karthika Sithamparanathan

Folk Dance
Cowsiga Selvendran
Jenitha Jeyapiragash
Luckshiny Panchalingam
Piriyah Prabhananda
Renu Gunamal
Sayanee Gunanathan
Sumaiya Lebbe
Shreya Trivedi

Amman Dance

Karthika Sithamparanathan
Jeyanthy Masilamany
Dakshayi Danapathy

Thillana

Dakshayi Danapathy
Karthika Sithamparanathan
Jeyanthy Masilamany
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We thank all our distinguished guests for having graced the occasion with your presence
this evening.

Our sincere thanks to the following for the unqualified support and assistance:

Ll TWAN Members & Volunteers

L1 Our Sponsors:

Capital Autos, Thiru & Co, Patni Jewellers, Rengan N Devarajan, Param & Co.,
Rai & Co, Yoge Empire Estates, Shama's Centre, S.K. Property Services,
Bluebird Properties, Qazi & Co Accountants, Brokerhouse Insurance Services Ltd.,
Katpakam, A J.Auto Spares, Seelans, KSP Superstores , Station Superstores, Puja Silk House
[1 London Sri Murugan Temple, Meenadchi Dance School , Geethavani Music Group,
Tamil Refugee Action Group, London Tamil Sangam, London Veena Group
L1 Guest Artistes
L1 Local Members of Parliament and Members of European Parliament
[l London Borough of Newham's
Community Development & Grants Unit, Education Department, Housing Department,
Leisure Services Department , Social Services Department
U Community Links
L Our Auditors & Accountant - Ableman Shaw & Co
[0 English Partnerships
[J Vasan Litho Printers & Mr K Krishnarajah
O The Froud Centre
[1 Rev. Martin - St. Pauls Church
U Little Ilford School - Community Education Services, Kensington School
[0 Councillors & Local MP & MEPs
U Tudor Trust
(1 City Parochial Foundation, Capital Radio
U Mr Chandrakumar & Mr Pathmanathan
L1 University of East London
Ul National Lottery Charities Board

TAMIL WELFARE ASSOCIATION (NEWHAM) UK.
33A, STATION ROAD, MANOR PARK,
LONDON EI12 5BP
TEL/FAX: 0181-478 0577

Company Registration No: 2962857 Charity Registration No: 1047487
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CAPITAL'AUTOS LTD.

AUDI SPECIALIST

Specialist Repair Services on Audis

prniig) T

Specialist
in AUDI
New & S/H
Spares

81 640 4366
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