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= W-MEMORANDUM SUBMITT”D BY EELAM NAPIONAL _1L.IBERATION FRONP (br;Fﬁ<

.;:f,TO THi GOVERNM SNT ¥ INDTA ON THE LACEST PROVOSALS OF THE ’

- . iy oL ) . .

{_ ©.7 " SRI LANKAN GOVERNMENT. .

F . bubaequent‘tu the requtst from the &overnmcnt of India and the

t Chief Minister ot Tamil Nadu to shate our position on whether

=¥ we accept the latest proposals of the Sri Lankan government as

@ o e;-@-a baszs for negotlatlons, ‘we .give below our collective decision

Y';. Tif?{iiand the ratiOnale behind’it. Our position is derived from a care:

; TR

' ‘Qand a thorough con31deration of factors pertaining to the structu;
and essence of the proposal, as well as the overall polltlco—

military and civil ‘situation preﬁail;ng in the country.
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¥ . _DECISION
::' ) ) l

neéotiationsffor‘the resolution of the nationality probiem or, to
what could be termed the Tamil National Question in Sri Lanka.

¢

; ) -We do not perceive the latest Sri Lankan prorosal as a basis for %

W . ° RATTIONALE

1. THE: PREVAILING POLITICO—MILITARY AND_ CIVIL SITUATION

A. The Sri Lankan armed torces actlng under instructions trom the
. . Sri bankan government is c0nt1nu1ng with its military offensiv
S in the Tamll areas 1n't1e Nortnern and Eastern provinces.

B. Zlthough our armed re31stence has been sucessrul in repelling
‘ blunting these oftensites, the ioss of civilian lives has

'} increased. In shont the genoc1dal situatlon has further
deteriorated and the Sxci Lankan government has openly admitted
to this as being inevitable in its pursuance of a milicar
optione. Lt has fturther stated that the military offensiv
would contlnue till the Eelam liberation movement is
mllztarily anhialated or accppts an imposed solution. Chis
is tantamounL to blackma;l and threat and aur acceptance of th
would 1mp1y an unconditional surrender. Although our p00n1
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are peace~10ving they are not prepared. to ~accept ptdce at any
cost. ! 2
- Ce~ Search and Lordon éberahiono by the ri Lankan ,ﬂcurity Lo teen

[

have been intensitieq arter the submission ox the propcsal -0
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'"?ithe Government Ot India. In these operatlon more than 5000'

o: Trincomalee. The deliberate

fdisplacement ot Tamils trom their domicile and disrupticn or
:;ftheir socio—econOmlc existence through the destruction of
"_crops, curbs on rlshing actlvitles and transport ot essent rials
”}ﬁ:makes a, total mockery of the oxrfer of .a negotiated settiement
'%?: by the sri Lanxan government.

Despite the restoration of citizenshlp rights teo plantation

.Tamils, there has. bgen -a-drastic dttrioration in their
.fundermental democretlc_and human rights, in addition to,

immediate threats‘to”tﬁeir-to'their to lives ana property.

The incidents in Talewakelle over the past few days where

plantation Tamils were brutaily attacked by sSinhala goondas
by the security iorces is « vase in point.

There has been an increase in the arrests and incareeration of

Sinhala human rights'and%pclitical activists who have been

- expressing their oppositiqn to. the genocidal situation facing
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and thers is scope for further expansion. l

their Tamil brethren as well-as agahnst the increasing
pauperization of the Sinhala masses. At the other end of the
spectrum, the forces of .Sinhala~-Buddhist chauvinism have
intensified their campalgn to oppese any political concessions

-£0 the Tamil People.

Thus, given the above politico-military and civil situation
prevailing in the Island, it}is wlearly evident that a-congenial
atmosphere does not eg;st for the renewal of direct talks with
the degenrate, racist Sri Lankan government.
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THE_PROPOSAL

The proposal by stressing on the permanence and the misplaced

. sanctitication of the unitary character of the Constitution,
- brevents any meaningful dialogue on the further widening and

deepening of devolution of pewer. This belies the claim
made by J.R.Jayawardenepthat the proposal is ouly alminimum

The proposal does not recognize the concept and the!reailty of

a Tamil homeland. Instead, it seeks to bifurcate the Tamil hontlanﬁ
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.. by treating'the Northern and Easte:n provin¢es as two distinct
. enﬁiﬁies;'The prépdsallalso seeks to Seperate the plantation
Tamils and the areas developed and ihhabited by them from

the Tami.1 homeland. - 2
" ‘Phe Droposals dd not reéégnize the Tamils of Sri Lanka {or the
Eelam People) as a.diséinét nationality or of Sri Lanka as a

_country inhabited by two distinct nationalities with their
jréspecéiée Laﬁgdages,.culture, heritage, contigous territoris
and socio-econbmic Qnd political histories. More importantiy,
it does not récogniSe the fact:that-the Kelam People are oppresses’
‘as a distinctﬂnaggpnélicyrwA§ a matter of fact, no where in the o

L)

" proposal is there a reference "to the Tamil keople or to their
homel and; instead, it merely Speaks Of communities anda arbitrary
Provincial boundaries. ‘

rhe delegation of‘poﬁer mentioned in the pfoposal i1s a MELD xxareg n™

'in administrative reto?ms in Felation to deivgation or power
gf:om the centre‘tp the perephery ana does 10t ceven Pretesd to

be a solution to che ﬁationality‘pruulum which has sh&ken the
" very rabric ot the sri Lankan polity.

‘~.Inadditioﬁvfc the'above,:tﬁé decision by the °ri bLankan government
to unilétefélly‘implement the prbpmsal_is a tlagrant violation
or the:ihaliéhable<right or seir~detérmination Of the oppressed .
‘famil nationality of Sri LanKa. = Not only does this stand
tantamount to a blétanf-acf ox pfqvécation, but it exposes the
iﬁsincerity and the-insensitivity Q£ the J.R Jayawardene regime.
\ » :
2N -APPEAL TO THE GCVERNMENT OF INDTA

We wish to take this opportunity to thank- the government of Inéia
for the support that it has extended to our beloved People_who

"have been displaced and dislocated trom their domicile ang
have sought retuge in India. We also call on the government or

India o continue with its ettorts to briné about a negotiated
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| our belovea Péople to llve w;th honour and dignicy. "In the
fg‘medntime we appeal to. the gowerment Or india to extend maximum
7'politica1, moral and materlal support to the Eelam liberation

movement an. enaoling it to protect thl Eelam W
_”OpprL381on,%otdcc herrorism and genocide.
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