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Thimpu Talks - First Round
 

DECEIT OR DELIVERY
 
prepared by the ENLF and 
accepted with minor modi fi­

Talks held between the 8th- cations in relat ion to form 
with mixed feelings by theby the TULF and PLOT, was 
to go into the second phase placed before the Sri Lankan 

delegation. The statement 
pointed out that "all sections 
of the Tamil people strongly 
c on d e mne d and total Iy 
rejected the proposals" when 
they were first presented. 
It said further that "with 
callour unconcern for the 
wave of repression let loose 
on the Tamil people since 
December, 1984 the revival 
of the defunct proposals of 

and had demanded from it a 
return to reason and sanity , 
and the fa ct that the del e­
gates of liberat ion organiza­
tions proclaiming themsel ves 
as the legitimate represen­
tat ives of the Eelam were 
jointly-hosted by t he Govern­
ments of India and Bhutan 
has, undoubtedly, been taken 
note of in the in t e rn a t iona l 
arena. 

The first round of the Thimbu 
13th July, which was received 
Eelam People, is now expected 
beginning on 12th August. 
The position taken by the 
Eelam National Liberation 
Front (ENLF) prior to the 
Thimbu Talks were that, t ill 
such time as a trul y conge­
nial atmosphere prevails and 
a return to normalcy is 
established all over Eelam, 
the peace talks itsel f would 
be a farcial and a futile 
exercise. However, in view 
of the pr ior recognit ion of 
the good offices of the 
Indian Government in ini t ia t ­

Despite all attempts by the 
Sri Lankan delegation to 
dodge the issues pertaining 
to the modalities of cease­
fire, the Tamil delegation 
persisted in highlighting 
the point that a peace 
process invol ves not merel y 
discussions on "substantive 
issues" (in any event there 
was noth ing substanti ve 
about the proposal placed 
by the Sri Lankan delegation), 
but also the initiation of 
steps to ensure a return to 
normalcy in the affected 
areas in Eelam. 

delegation was presented 
with four cardinal principles 
and was urged by the Eelam 
delegation to come back for 
the next round with propo­
sals consistent with these 
four principles. They are, 
the Recognition of: 

.. Tamils of Sr i Lanka as a 
district National it y 

.. An identified Tamil home­
land and the guarantee of 
i ts tenitorial int egri ty . 

.. The inalienable r ight of 
self determinat ion of the 
Tamil Nation 

.. The right to full citi zen­
ship and other fundament al 
democratic rights of all 

ing the peace process, and c ont , on page 4 
on the basis of certain 
assurances and clarifications 
given by representatives of 
the Indian government at a 
series of meetings in New 
Delhi with the leaders of the 
constitutent organizations 
comprising the 

TE, TELO, 
ENLF, (Ie, 

EROS and 
r 

EPRL F), the ENLF took the 
d eo rs i on to attend the 
Thimbu Talks. 

The ENLF, further, took the 
decision that the main focus 
o f discussion at the table 
would be on the modalities King, Jigme WangchUk (centrej Wltn some memoers OT me telam oelegBuon. uert to] 
of ceasefire and that the ri~t) Varatharajaperumal (EPRLF) Siva8ithamparam (TLLF), Amirthalingam (TU....F), 
burden of coming out Ketheshwaran (EPRLF) & Ratnasabapathy (EROS). 
with a sane and a rational The Thimbu Talks now President Jeyawardene A last minute attempt was 
solution would be placed on occupies a d istinct stage in clearly indicates that the made by the Sri Lankan 
the Sri Lankan delegat ion, in the history of the Eelam Sri Lankan government has government to undermine the 
view of the bitter experi­ National Liberation Struggle. no serious intentions of integrity of the orqanlzat ions 
ences of negotiated sett le­ However, the sheer bank­ finding a fair and juit solu­ represented at the Talks, by 
ments in the past which ruptcy and the provocative tion to the Tamil issue by levelling allegations that 
amounted to nothing more nature of the proposal placed peaceful negotiation". while EROS was responsible 
than broken pacts and unkept on the table by the Sri The statement concludes for the assasination plot 
promises. Lankan delegation indicates with a demand to confine against J.R. & EPRLF, TELD 

neither a return to sanity	 the security forces to and LTTE were responsible 
The tactics to be adopted nor reason. It is clear that barracks and to disarm the for organizing the public 
at the Table was conveyed the task of the Eelam libe­ homeguards and asked the protests in Jaffna against 
by ENLF to the delegates ration Movement is far from Sri Lankan delegation to the Thimbu Talks. Both these 
representing PLOT and TULF,	 over and that the Eelam place new proposals which allegations failed to carry 

People have a long, ardous meet the expectations of the any weight and was quicklyand was accepted. The stage 
path to traverse before a	 Tamil people. exposed by the Eelam dele­was, thus, set for the dele­
just, rational and long-lasting	 g t ion as a malicious cam­gates of the four organiza­ solution could be found.	 In addition to the rejection paign to undermine thetions comprising the ENLF, 

of the proposal which was a	 increasing legitimacy of thePL OT and TULF to speak 
The proposal placed by the	 virtual non-starter and an Eelam liberation movementwith one voice as the dele­
Sri Lankan delegation,	 insult to the Eelam People, in the international arena.gation of th e Eelam People 
obnoxiously announced as a	 the Eelam delegation raisedwhich continued to hold true 
fresh set of proposal, amoun­	 strong objections against Despite the rejection of thethroughout the Conference. 
ted to nothing more than instances of violat ions and proposal, the Eelam delega­
what was placed by the Sri ommissions of the ceasefire tion was determined to goTo the dissappointment of Lankan government in the	 agreement by the Sri Lankan through the peace processthe Sri Lankan Go vernment, penultimate stages of the	 State. In particular, the non­ initiated by the Indianwhich was gleefully expect­ APC in December 1984. ln	 release of political detenues, government and to giveing f issures to surface any event , a t ac ti ca l decision	 the refusal to completely peace through negotiatedbetween the organizat.ions was taken to give a "hearing"	 l ift the surveillance zone, settlement another chance,represented at the Talks, the 
to the proposal [est the prior	 the massive induction of failing which, to make itThimbu Conference also 
rejection of the proposal was	 arms and material for th e clear to internat ional arenaserved as an arena in which misperceived by world opinion	 Sri Lankan armed forces that if peace could not bethe legitimacy of the Eelam as a case of unjustified	 and the so-called 'home obtained by the force ofLiberation Mo vement was 
intransigence on t.he part of	 guards' and the continuance reason then the Eelam Libe­firmly e st ablished. The fact 
the Eelam deleqat ion. The	 of a virtual state of seige ration Movement has nothat a libe ra t ion movement 
"hearing" was followed by a	 in the plantation areas, choice but to obtain it by had sat across a Table with a 
prompt and a categorical	 figured prominently in the the force of arms.government which it had 
rejection on t he 1Z July.	 issues raised by the Eel amvir t ua lly forced to the table 

del egat ion.	 In this regard, thethro uQh t he Iorce of...
~ 
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EPRLF 
EELAM SPOKESMAN 

The himalayan l~ of the Dragon was the venue of talks b t ween t he Tamil representatives 
and the Sri Lankan Government, an event not envisaged even a few wee ks ago. Apart from 
the insignificant proposal of the Government delega t ion presented a t the talks, this meeting 
is h is t or ic a ll y significant in several B:JpeCts. The same protocal e xtended to both del ations 
by the Bhutan Government, the Tam il repreeent ati vee speaking in one voice and the recogJIi­
tion as legitimate representatives in t he po litical are of the h itherto "terroris s", are si gni­
fi c an t features. For the fi rst time in the histOl'y o f op pressed Tamil people the offending 
s tate po we r was forced to come to the negotiating t able by the er force o f armed stMlglJ1e 
c arried out by the liberation movement . 

The representatives of people of Eelam had gone t o the negotiat ing table not having g iven up 
t!te demand for EEL AM. Eelam is no t ne tiable. They ha ve gone Lo Th im pu reser Ving the 
rIght to go back to the demand for Eelam , the Tamil na t ion, if the i Lank an Government 
does not come up with a just and rational solutoo. ' 

Even if we give the Sri Lankan Govemment the benefi t of doubt on oun of si nce rit y nd 
honesty, desp it e a sordid history of broken promises abroga t ion of pac ts and genocidal conduct 
their presence in Thimpu is most, cer t a in ly a direct conse ue nce of Lhe matun, Iiberat i~ 
struggle of the Tamil pe ople . 

Int e rnally, the failure of t he a tte m pted military solut ion , collapse o f the e conomy depend en 
on ~oreign c om m ~ci al ~o.rrowi l\ a nd .i~itestrnents, faUing Lea prices t o a new low, empty 
teertst hote ls , r apId ly rrsmq cost o f hVlng and the c apability of the liberation movement 
t o strike deep in to the Sinhala heat/ and have all combined to f orce Colombo to wear a so f t e r 
mask and appea r reasonable. 

Internationally, Colombo must be obviously conce d ab out the tougher line taken by the 
Aid Group. The urgency in a d v cing t Thi m pu meeting is also based on the US 's reluctance 
to give military hardware direc tly to Sri Lanka and the ssurances given to a ington and 
other donar countries that Colombo will a tte mpt a gotia ted selliement . Th rs is essent ia l 
to Colombo in order to bring a t least e mpor a r y peace wh ic h will e nable it to woo the donars, 
essential to pursue it's economic policy. It is no accident t ha t the easef ire ca int o opera­
tion on 18 June and the aid con rtium m t in Par i on 20 June. So, the regime ' ant i - Indi n 
posture too was quickly reth ljlt to accept Delhi's media t ory ro le . Hence, the apparent 
willingness to find a political solution. 

Yet, Mr. H.W. Jayawardene heading t l Sr i Lankan delegation at Thimpu, not onl y pre en t ed 
a proposal which was condemned as inadequate and rejected earlier but had the insolonce 
to present it on the very same sta tionery on whi ch it made it 's first appearance at the APC 
in December 1984. Genuine conce m indeed to find a lasting solution. 

Just prior to the Thimpu e xe rc ise, the Na t iona l Security Minist e r , Mr. Loli t h Athulatm uda li 
accounced what amounted t o pre-eond it ions the Tamil people must accept. The present cons­
titution, unitary state structure , the No tion I flag, special s t a t us a ccorded t o Buddhism and 
the democratic structure of gove rnment were fe atur ed in t he list. All t he se men~ioned by 
the minister would be contained under the present Fonstitution except the last whIch could 
be regarded as the form of government. The proposal placed at Thimpu is consistant with 
these pre-eonditions. One can expect future proposals too to take into account the above. 
The real question is whether a lasting solution could be found within the 1978 constitution 
which will adequately deal with the legitimate aspi r ti ons of he Ta mil Ie. Th i co j­

ution based on an internalised mythology self percep t ion th t the Sinha ls pe opl e arc 
the only inheritors of Sri Lan a and t he c odi ans o f buddhism unde rmines the reality that 
there are two nations in Sri lanka. The pre-eonditions, necessary stilts on which stands 
state power, are the major obstacles to a rational political solution. 

In his concluding statement at Thimpu, Mr. Jayawardene said that their proposals "describe 
the extent to which autonomy would be enjoyed within the ambit of a United Sri Lanka an d 
a unitary constitution." As far a Sr i a nk a is conc e rne d 'united' is no t ' synonymous with 
'unitary'. Even while using the term 'un it ed' all precaution had been taken to u de mine 
this concept. To be united there should be two or more mp nen • But t he Gove m ment 
refuses to accept that there is a Tamil na t iona l c om pone nt al ong wit h the si ala nationa l 
component. As for the unitary aspect, it sh ou ld be decided hy both parties and not un iJa t rally 
decided by one alone. 
A conceptual difficulty of Colombo has been the confusion between administrati rne chani 
with that of power sharing. Colombo takes the positi on tha t "~ate ver . me a dop ted mU~,t 
be applicable to the whole Island without favouring on e particula r section ,o f the people . 
An excellent principal indeed: The ques t ion is not one wherl~ Rul unu, Rajerata etc., ~ 
asking for their right of self-determination because of opp ression Irorn the entre. The qU~5t lOn 
is posed in a concrete mannar. The Tamil people are oppressed as a nat ion by the Sll~ha l a 
Government, Therefore a politica l solut iun has to he found t o solve the pr b l~m of nat lon~l 
oppression. It has been the modus operand i of t h is go vernment to always sk ir t a round t h is 
fundamental issue and focus attention on spe c if ic ad m in is t ralive matters. Colombo Will b 
well advised to resolve this conceptual difficulty befor,· they t ry to resolve the main prob lem. 

Delhi could assist Colombo in separa ti ng issu sand cl a r if y i g confusions. Ho w ev r Ihi 
should approach it's mediatory role wit h caut ion . Culombo will no dou~t attempt to pursuade 
Delhi to recognise it's sincerity ind ividua lised if! the person of the pr ~I dent J.R. : l aya wa rd ne , 
Projected to the world as the Oflly Sinha l po lit ician c apable of fir~d mq . a soIUtlO~ , he would 
bring in an aspect of "per ona l gu.a rantee" i,:,LO 13.Y. for any solutlO~ crrcurnven ..ng c~a"9 ' 
in the constitution. Even as a me ra or De lh f's post IOn should be dire Led t IN rds fi ndinq 
a Iastinq solution and not "any solution" Lo br ing peace in the short t erm only. 

It would be inconceivable for the Tam il people 0 accept any solution within the existing 
constitution. Therefore any solution, if it were to be negot iated must proceed from the accep­
tance in principle by the Sri Lankan Govemment t r s t ruc t ure pre s nt constitution. 
It would be a futile exercise ' t o go on talk ir if t e constitution cannot dec la re Sri Lanka 
as a secular state and the e xiat anc e of two Nations. This should b sta rtinq poi o f 
any future negotiations, including the second roun d at Thimpu, wit t bsurd d iscu ions 
on administrative mechanisms. These wuuld constitute relevant negotia t ing po in ts afte r the 
basic constitutional change. 

Eve n though the Tamil people have drawn their own hist r ic al conclusiur on the Sri Lankan 
Government, the International cornrnenlty will also look for some answers to question's about 
Sri Lankan intentions and cabability. Is the present regime capable of adva ' iog pr osals 
worthy of discussion? Is Thimpu yet another attempt, as the APC was used following the 
July 1983 pogrom, to strengthen their m ilitary capabi lit y to pors the milit ary op ti on ? 
Would they be able to break free from thei r Franke t e in Monste r , inha le chavinism, even 
if they present reasonab le proposals? 

The second round at Thimpu will probably provide some answers. 

CPSL Stand on 
National Question 

SARA TH MUTTETUWAGAMA MP for Ka,.wan. In Parll.ment 

As far as we are c onc e rn d . 
Sir , I want to re iterat e t he 
pos itl cn of the Commu nis 
P ar ty in respect o f t is 
matter. We ha ve our own 
solu t ion, which is a solut ion 
ha t c an only be br ought in a 

socialist way. It has be e n 
worked all ove r the world in 
soci a l is t c ount r ies . There are 
au t onom ous m ino r ity ethnic 
g r o u p s wi t hin socialist 
cou nt ri es . Some ar e fede r al s; 
o t h er s a r e a u t ono mo us 
b od ie s . Th at is another 
m a tt e r . However, while 
conceding to the Tamil 
pe ople t heir right to de t e r ­
m ine the ir own futu re , the 
Com munis t P ar t y itself does 
no t advocate the sett ing up 
of a separate St a te. W do 
not ad vo a t e it, no t out of 
so me great powe r c hauvimsm 
tha t w fee l as Sinha lese , 
nol bec ause of some ol d 
h is t or : we do not advoca te 
it be c ause we do no t think 
i will be in the interest o f 
t h worki ng people of either 
the Sinhal ese or the Tamil 
Co m munit y . We do not 
a vocate it be a se we do 
not t hi nk that the sm a ll 
St a t e tha I woul d resu lt fr om 
a c ar vinq ou t of Sr i Lanka 
St ates which lenin cha rac ­
te r ized as dwarf States we 
do not t h ink t ha t dwa r f 
State of that na t ur e would 
be able to retain their 

A usl i 

A Muslim delegation fr o 
Sr i L. anka, headed by former 
Educ a t ion Min ister Dr. Badi­
ud in Mohmud met the E F 
and exchanged views on th e 
po sit n of Tamil sp eking 
rnus l ims espec ia ll y in t e 
r es rn pro vince. 

A cordia l e xc hange of views 
W::lS fa ll we by th e EP l.F 
re prese nt a t ive in the ENLF­
provid ing an ac c ount o f th e ir 
pos it ion regardin g t he muslim 
populat ion . The y w sre assured 
tha t t he in te r es t s of t he 
Musl im c om munit y and th e ir 
se parate inter ests in the 
East rn pro vince would be 
protec ed in Eelam. 

1977 
I f you wan.f war, "" Ol( 

1A/lII have wa.r•.. 

polit ical independence, would 
be able to e xerc ise their 
econom ic viabi li t y or even 
in fa ct, to r e tain t he ir 
ge o g r a p h ic a l feasibility, 
because they will be too 
small; they will be- swallowe d 
up by other States. We do 
not advoca t e the setting 
up of a separate State, but 
we certainly feel that the 
Ta mil people, just as much 
a s t he Sinhalese people, 
are entitled to all the rights 
tha t we have. We believe 
th a t Tamil people must be 
gi ven some high degree of 
autonomy to run their own 
a ff a irs , to de c ide the course 
of their lives, to decide 
wha t they should do for 
the mse lves and for their 
fut ure ch ildre n. We believe 
unless th a t is done there will 
be no se tt le ment and we call 
upo n this Gove r nment you 
hav e been di lly-dallying for 
so long, you have failed in 
the mi li tary opt ion, you have 
not exercised the political 
op t ion , you are frightened 
you who have the responsibi­
lity of ru ling this country, to 
get toge her with the other 
parties and solve th is 
pr oble m . Otherwise, you are 
go ing to lead all of us into a 
s it ua t ion whe r would not 
know whe t h e r they are 
coming or going, _ 

meet ENLF 
A s t a t e ment issued by he 
muslim delegation after the 
meet ing said, "the Tami l 
le ade rs have understood the 
m usl im anxie t ies on the 
matter (refe r ing to th e inci ­
de nt s in the Ea stern province 
in Apri l). There was a 
co ncensus among t he le aders 
t ha t r cur renc e of similar 
inc idents shou ld be prevented 
an d tha t th necessary c li ­
ma t e for -I amils and Muslims 
o f Eastern province to live 
in peace and a m it y perma­
ne nt Iy restored". 

cont. on pagEt S 
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rary cease fire. 
Secondly, that we have not 
laid down our arms. We haveON CEASEFIRE & Excerpts from On Cease fire	 only given them a temporary 

NEGOTIATIONS
 
Together with e xist in Sr i Lanka and hat • st renght e n itself in t he 

the L TTE, TELO & EROS The	 we have no other option but political , economic and 
EROS The EPRLF is a t pr ­	 to s t r uggle for our libe ra tion. m ilita ry sph res 
sent engaged in the tacti c s	 • st rengthen •he cor rupt and 
of "ceasefire & negotiations"	 On present objectives . backward eleme nts within 
to counter the Sri Lankan	 It is also our dut y to demons ­ the Tamil community 
regime in the international	 trate very cl ea r ly that we 
arena where they ha ve	 are not opposed to peac • I On t e Indian r Ie . 
launched a diplomatic offen­	 is a br ing pe ace in the long If anybody should even enter­
sive against the Ee lam lib ­	 term that we have embarked t a in the view that ur 
ration struggle.	 on armed st ruggl e. st ruggl e should c ont inue at 

the expense of Indian good­
As far as wer are concerned,	 Our pr e ent ob jec ti ve is to will an d fr iendship it would 
'LIBERATlON OF EELAM' is	 demonst rate to the interna­ only be a manifestation of 
ne ither a slo gan designed	 ti onal c ommunit y blind bra vado devorc d f rom 
to win votes no r an extremist	 • t he oppressive nature of rea lity. Ac t ing with th is 
slogan arising ou t of our success i ve Sr i La nka n vie w would de st roy ou r libe­
personal desires. It is a re gimes and it's e ffec t on ra t ion struggl an d also 
conclusion arrived at by t he th e pe ople o f Ee la m. dri ve it into the arms of 
dialectics of po li t ics t hrough	 • that th e re is no ot he r an t i-Indian impe r iali st forces. 
a scientific pr ocess . political soiut ion other As long as Ind an In erest s 

than EE AM for our p ople are not in contra di t ion with 
There is a body of opinion	 • That armed s t ruggle is the that of t he people of Ee la m, 
that the problems of the only wa y to achie ve Eela m it is our du ty t o see that t he 
people of Eel a m could be	 Our success in this will only li b er ati on st ru ggl e and 
resolved in a pe aceful rnsnnar	 enable us to furthe r our India n fr iendship are not put 
without continuing our armed	 struggle with firm resolve int o jeopardy. 
struggle. We can not ignore	 and determi nat ion. 
this world op inion, as if it	 The Indian ove rn ment on 
does not exist, and continue	 On Sri Lan kan inte n ions•••••• the other hand should c or­
with our struggle. It is ou r	 The int e ntions of t he Sri rectly identi fy to e re la t ions 
duty to demonstra t e through	 Lankan governme nt in th between Ind ian intere s ts , 
various diplomati c and	 present 'c e ase fire & negot ia ­ peace in the Indian oce an 
political means avail able to	 tions are to, and the in te rests of our 
us, that conditions for a	 • postpone the inte nsifi c a ­ people an d ac t ac cordingly. 
peaceful settlement does not tion of our struggle 

GUEST OF EPRLF
 
CICIL WICKRAMANAYAXE was errested on suspicion by the Jaflna me with th em, even to the
 
vigill.nee commlttfHt and handed ovar to tha EPRLF. An axtract 01 toilet.
 
hI, experiance published by the . Ceylon Daily New, appears below: " Sle ep was out of the question.
 
"We are very sorry for an y For old time's sake I stopped Ques t ions were many, and 
inconve nience caused t you, at hotel yalta fo r a bottle e ach time I was just falli ng 
and for any fe ars you might o f beer , which I drank and asleep, the light would be 
have had. We are not going paid Icr, I was getting up to switched on, guns cock d an d 
to kill you. You are. our leave when a group of about re-cocked, and the light 
guest. You are under our ten youngsters, who had would be sw itched off again. 
roof and we want you to feel apparently followe d me, sur­
that you are our guest". rounded me an d began to Even in the dark, I c ould 

fire quest ions al me in Tamil. hear the low conversation o f 
These reassuring words were my two guards, and the 
spoken to me by the leaders of course they were not rattling of their " guns a 
of the Eelam People 's Revo­ satisfied with my explana­ they appa ren Iy pr ac t ised 
lutionary Liberation Front, tion. This was what I had cock ing and re -coc king. 
seven of them who walked been waiting for. I told them 
into the room in which I was. I had nothing to do with the In the morning there was a 
confined "somewhere in the ' police or army but that I ma r k e d change in t he 
peninsula". was a retired journalist de me anour of my capt ors. 

whose hobby was photography They were smiling. 
It was about 10.30 on the and that I had come to see 
morning of Friday, June 28, the town of my boyhood. Around ten o'clock, they 
twenty one hours after I had came, the l e a d e rs o f 
be en taken in to custody by a With such a tame and silly t~e EPR LF, toge ther with 
group of youn gsters in Jaffna explanation, it was na t ural an interpreter. hartly be fore 
town, who had been suspi­	 that they should take me. that my cameras and ail 
cious of my movements in other belongings were re ­
the town and handed me over A few minutes later I was turned to me, down to t h 
to members of the EPRLF. bundled into the Morris Minor last cent. Not a single thi ng 

taxi, blindfolded with my	 was missing. Even my Parker 
As a newsman I felt that I own blue handkerchief, find ballpoint pe n, a gift from 
could not do justice to my was unloaded at wha t appe­ very good an d dear friend 
coverage. of activities in the ared to be a church, was returned. And I had been 
North and East unless I got allowed to ke ep my wa tch 
an interview, meeting some My pockets were e mpt ied with me a t a ll t imes. They 
of the leaders face to fa ce . and all my papers and ot her often ask ed me what the 

li tt le things, like rolls of time was ~ 
And here I was now, face to film, purse, identit cards 

I go t my intervie w. face with them.	 and 50 on taken and put in t o 
a plastic bag which was la t e r I did not ask for thei r na mes. 
ret urned to me, They did not off e r to int 0 ­I began my second and longer 

duce themselves, other thanvisit to the North on June 
I wa s given a clean, fr eshly	 say they were the represen ­24 when I took off, in the 
washed sarong, and my sa fa r i	 tatives of the Ee la m Pe opl 'scompany of the only woman 
suit now with empty pockets,	 Revo lution a r y. Libe rationdoctor to volunteer for 
was hung on t he only cha ir Front.service there, Dr. Roshnara 
in the ro om. My captors wereGuneratne, for Palaly on the 
cour teous fr om th is poin t	 The young men were a ll we ll morning figh t fr om Rat­
onwa rds, but st il l had their	 dressed in shirl a nd longs, malaria, 
guns at the ready, following	 shoes and socks or slippers. 

& Negotiations by Com ra de 
K. PATHMANABHA 
Published in Tamil by the 
Information and Propaganda 
Department 

On Libera t ion Organisations•• 
The only legitimate repre ­
se n a t ives of the people of 
Eel a m a re the organisat ions 
in volved in ar med s ruggl e. 
Only they reflec t the hopes 
and aspirations of the people. 
This legitimacy was not 
ob ta ine d through the bour­
ge.9ie democratic process. 
The people themselves ha ve 
directly gi ven it to us. It is 
als o true t hat no single 
organ isa t ion or a united 
front of organisations ha v 
obt a ine d international recog ­
nit ion as the sale represen ­
t a t ives. 

Though dem ocra ic , progres ­
s ive and prole ta r ian forces 

• recogn ise th e jus t struggle 
of our people they. hesitate 
.to sccept t ha t t he liberat ion 
of E lam is the only way out 
for U5. 

Some ' may raise the quest ion 
of ho w the libera ion orga ni ­
sations diff er from the old 
par l ia m e nt ar y le ade rs ip, 
whe n we too have gone to 
he negot ia t ing table. 

I would like to po int a u t ha t 
F irst ly, this is on ly a t empo-

They spoke in courte ous 
tones, in voices that we re 
clear and concise. 

They indica t ed to me in no 
unce rt a in t e rms that they 
were preparing for a final 
armed struggle till either 
the y ha d won what they we re 
fig ht ing for , or were an nih i­
lated in the process. 

The told me they were using 
the fou r month 'cessaticn of 
hostilities' to prepare for 
the final struggle. I am in­
clined to believe them. 

Once again they apologised 
profuse ly for any pain of 
body and mind I might ha ve 
suffe red. They even invited 
me to drop by again in 
J a ff na, any time 1 wished, 
an d make contact with them 
and be their guest. 

Before they depar ted, one 
of them brought in a colle a ­
gue from a local new spap er 
to in t er vie w me . Th is 

oll e ague , CIt th eir dic t ati on, 
wrote out a 'pass ' to r e , 
on t he back of t h 'pas ' 
issued by the commanding 
office r at Jaffna Furt, to 
enable me to enter th For 
aqam, 

"If, after we have dropped 
you, you are stopped by any­
one", the y told me, "show 
them this pass and you will 
not be interfered with by 
anyo ne in Jaffna . l en gua ­
ra ntee you tha t ," s id th e 
le ader as he signe d the 'pa sa ' , 
Tha t is my so uvenir o f my 
scoop: 

We cha t t ed for some t ime, 
now as Ir ie ndc, ra ther t han 
a s ca pt or and cap tive. I 
called him son, and he c all d 
m e fathe r . "You must come 
aga in to Jaffna ," he t old me. 

rest. If the Sri Lankan 
government goes back on the 
initial agreement, for what ­
ever reason, our we apons 
will be ready to pound on 
them. 

Thirdly, while the Sri La nka 
Government strengthens it 
se lf militarily, we too ha ve 
th same opportunit y t o do 
th e same . 

Last ly if no acceptable 
so luti n c an be presented by 
t he m wit hin t he spec ified 
period our arme d st ruggle 
will be intensified in the 
future. 

We are not people suffe rin g 
from a pa t hologic a l c ondi ion 
demand ing a separate sta t e . 
We wa nt to live in peac e 
with freedom, equa l ri ghts, 
security . and hum an dignit y. 
Th re for e we say t hat it is 
only through the libera tion 
o f Eelam that we wi ll 
achie ve t h is obj ctive. 

As far 8S t he EPRLF is 
conc erned we give primary 
importanc e to t he united 
front i.e, t he ENLF. 

I am pr oud to sa y t ha t the 
'c e asef ire & negotiations' 
was a co lle c t i e decis ion of 
t e ENL F , without one 
imposing it's will on the 
ot her. 

"We can meet again as 
fri ends and you can come 
with us anywhere you like 
to go. We will take ·you and 
you will be quit e safe with us." 

I ac opt ed his in vita t lon in 
the spirit in which it was 
given. We may never see each 
other again; but then again, 
we might. I look for wa rd t o 
mee t ing him, t he boy who 
reminded me of my own son 
Jumbo, and who even polished 
my pair of shoes : 

Four o'clock. It was time 
for the goo dbyes. Handshakes, 
embraces, even a few t ears 
on my part. Tears of re lie f? 
Joy? Sadness? Who knows ~ 

We drove through the town, 
nd as we passed buildings 

partly demolished, they 
turned to met, the three lads 
in the car with me, all 
armed, and sa id, "This was 
done by the Ar my, not by us. " 

Before they dropped me, 
they went t a var ious new s 
• gen c y off ice to g ive the 
ne ws that t hey were re le as ­
ing me . 

When I asked them why, the 
la d replied, "So tha t if , by 
c ha nce , you are shot by the 
police or army as you go 
ba k t o the Fort, they will 
not be able t.o say that we 
shot you ," 

Tha t was certainly not very 
ch eer ing for me. As they 
drove past the barrier near 
the entrance to the Fort an d 
t ur ned right and drove abo ut 
two hundre d ya rds on where 
hey dropped me; I began to 

wonder whe ther I was not 
jumping out o f t he fr ying 
pan into the fire ~ 

cant. on page 4 
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EN LF PROTESTS OVER CEASEFIRE 
VIO ATIONS 

TEXT OF THE STATEMBNT ISSUED ON JULY SlOt 18as 

At the outset, we, the constituent member organisations of 
the Eel am, National Uberation Front (ENLF) wish to express 
our vehement protest over the continuous military violence 
and terror unleashed against our people by the Sri Lankan 
armed forces in flagrant violation of the - truce agreement. 
The continuous state terrorist violence in the Tamil homeland, 
the failure to provide an acceptable political framework as a 
basis for negotiations at Thimpu conference, the refusal 
to honour the committments agreed upon in the ceasefire 
accord, the belligerent provocative statements made by the 
Government leaders, clearly indicates that the Sri Lankan 
government has no sincere intention to bring about a fair, 
just and permanent solution to the Eelam national question 
by peaceful political practice. 

Having agreed to implement been taken to set them free.
 
a set of pre-conditions to Such violations of pledges
 
c reat e a congenial atmos­ which is characteristic of
 
phere and conditions of Sri Lanka's art of political
 
normality in ' Tamil areas as a deception, make us deeply
 
gesture of goodwill for peace suspicious of the 'good inten­

di alogue, the Sri Lanka tions' of the Island's rulers.
 
government is deliberately K. Pathm(!nabha
 
promoting state violence We participated at Thirnpu,
 

EPRLFparticularly in the Eastern	 conference in appreciation, 
of India's initiative and good Province instilling terror	 8Ulp8nd all induction of arms 

and tension among the Tamil	 offices to find a permanentthe Sri Lanka.government is 
civilian population in that fast building up its military solution through peaceful 
region. The creation of such	 negotiations. Our willingnessmachinery with masllive 
uneven conditions in the purchase of military hard­ to enter into a rational 
North and East, we strongly	 discourse with Sri Lanka isware from Pakistan, China 
suspect, is a devious strategy and South Korea. In the also prompted by our genuine 

desire for peace. We areadvanced by Sri Lanka to meantime, utilising the con­
systematically alienate and ditions of ceasefire to its fighting for a legitimate 
eventually bifurcate the advantage, Sri Lanka has cause. We are engaged in a 

struggle to bring peace,Eastern Province from any	 accelerated the process of 
possible integration of that' militarisation of Sinhala freedom and security to our 
region in the structural unity civilian settlers in the most people. Therefore we were 
of the Tamil homeland. prepared to talk and e plor sensitive bordering areas of 

all poss ibilit ies to seek anVavuniya, Mulla it ivu and 
In callous disregard to the	 everlasting solution thatTrincomalee. 
committments pledged in the	 guarantees the liberty and 
c e a s e f ir e a(l"p.ement to	 Though the Sri Lankan dignity of our people. 

government originally agreed 
to li ft the sea surveillance To our dismay and disilfull­
zone as a pre-condition for ionment Sri Lanka did not 
ceasefire it later refused to respond positively at the 
abide by its pledge. The Sri Thimpu deliberations. The 
Lankan delegation at the Sri Lankan delegation sub­
Thimpu conference promised mitted an old package ef 
to release a section of the proposals that had alreadyV. Prabaharan 
political detainees numbering been found totally unaccep­

LTTE 643, but so far no action has table to our people. Such a 

For Anti -Imperialist Solidarity, 
Peace and Friendship! 

'imper ialis t stand. 'If their ption either now or in the 
solidarity is based on anti ­ future. 
imperialism this is because 
Imperialism stands as an In this background, where 
obstacle to peace and friend­ more than half the delegates

Th 12th World Youth and ship amongst people. to the Festival were from 
Student Festival held in the poor countries their 
Moscow from 27th July saw They were also meeting at a reiteration of their anti ­
over 20,000 young people time of mind boggling scien­ imperialist position and of 
gathered from over 150 ti f i c a nd technological peace brought alive the 
countries. The gathering in revolution, of unprecedented slogans of an earlier genera­
the Soviet capital this year, development in industry and tion. which had met in war 
which also marks the 40th agr i culture, unparalleled ravaged parague in 1947. 
anniversary of the end of productivity of labour and
World War II, was inspired accunulat ion of food, Yet as The Festival called upon the 
by the ideals of. peace, some western sociologists youth of all countries to 
friendship and solidarity. say, over a billion people of frustrate the intrigues of 

this world today are not militarism, redouble efforts 
The collective portra-t pre­ needed in modern production to stop the arms race and 
sented of the youth of the and are worthless consumers. avert and threat of nuclear 
world today with their In other words they are war. It also stressed the 
di verse concerns, complex merely extra mouths to feed need to prevent the arms 
problems had one particularly because no profit could be race in space. 
striking feature. Their anti- made through their consum­

display of intransigent, irre­
conc Hable attitude amply 
proves that Sri Lanka is not 
serious nor sincere in finding 
a just solution to the Tamil 
issue. On our part, we have 
proposed four principles, 
which are crucial and cardi­
nal for any meaningful 
solution to the national 
question, principles that 
embody the legitimate 
national aspirations of our 
people. These principles call 
for - the recognition of Tamils 
of Sri Lanka as a distinct 
nationality, .recognit ion and 
guarantee of the territorial 
integrity of Tamil homeland, 
recognition of the r ight to 
national self-determination 
of the Tamil nation, and 
finally, the recognition of 
the right to full citizenship 
of the plantation Tamils. 

The basic principles that 
constitute the very founda­
tion of the Eelam freedom 
"gJovement, have been evolved 
historically through decades 
of bitter struggles. These 
principles articulate the 
political aspirations and the 
national will of our people. 
Sri Lanka has outrightly 
rejected these concepts at a 
Cabinet meeting recently 
without discussing the signi­
ficance of them with Tamil 
representatives. We are well 
aware that these principles 
ou tl ined by us are inconsis ­
tent or rather, contradictory 
to the unitary structure of 
,t he present Sri Lankan 

V. Balakumar 

EROS 

cont. from page , 

Tamils, who look upon the 
Island as their country. 

In the concluding session, 
representati ves of EPRLF 
pointed out to the Sri Lankan 
delegation that they were 
not being "sent back to 
Colombo empty-handed but 
with a clear message that 
in the name of peace they 
come back with proposals 
based on our exposition of 
the aspirations of the Eelam 
People and worthy of their 
consideration". 

Whether the Eelam Libera­
tion Movement would 
be compelled to go back to 
arms and prepare the people 
for a protracted liberation 
struggle will be determined 
by whether the Sri Lankan 
government is genuine in 
its stated intentions to 
solve the Eelam National 
Question peacefully and in a 

Sr i Sabaratnam 

TELO 
const itution. This constitu­
tion, as far as we are con­
cerned, is an institutionalised 
structure of Sinhala - Buddhist 
chauvinism that upholds 
Sri Lanka as primarily a 
Sinhala nation with Buddhism 
as the privileged state reli ­
gion and Sinhala language 
as the only off icial instru­
ment of communication. 
Within such a racist system 
that does not recognise the 
very existence of the Tamil 
nation, it is impossible to 
work out a pract ical, viable 
framework for a lasting 
political solution. 

We have evoked the principle 
of self-determination as a 
consequence of the collapse 
of a co-existent unitary 
system of Government, as 
a historical necessity to have 
our own polity to protect 
and preserve our national 
identity from gradual and 
systematic annihilation by 
State organised genocide. 
Our people have a legitimate 
right to shape and des ign 
their own political destiny. 

We -the re fore demand that 
the Sri Lankan Government 
should recognise the inali ­
enable rights of our people 
and put forward a new set 
of proposals in keeping 
with the pr inciples enunci­
ated by us. We wish to state 
categorically that any 
meaningful, lasting solution 
cannot be evolved unless 
Sri Lanka recognises the 
legitimate national aspira­
tions of the Tamils of Eelam. 

sane and rational manner. 
The First Round of Talks 
gives no such indications. 

cont , from page :I 

Would the sentries guarding 
the entrance to the Fort 
think I was a terrorist and 
shoot me? I was carrying my 
cameras in a bag provided 
by them. Would that make 
me look like a terrorist? 

When the car was out of 
sight I began to walk back 
to the Fort. In my right 
hand I held the army pass, 
now also the EPRLF pass. 

It was an experience of a 
lifetime. Would I repeat it? 
Certainly, "because I know 
who holds my future, and I 
know who holds my hand." 
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of cease re
 
The following four phase plan for a cease fire, between 
the Sri Lankan Government and the Liberation Organisations, 
csrne into effect on June 18. 

"Talks", which were to take place during phase IV of the 
agreement, were advanced to phase II in order to create 
a "congenial atmosphere" for an acceptable political 
solution, on the advice of the Indian Government. 

The details of the agreement is as follows: 

Action to be taken by Reciprocal steps by the 
Sri Lankan Government militants 

Phase I: Start on June 18. For three weeks 

1. Go ve r nment will lift Stop using Prohibited Zone 
restrictive legislation on use as staging area for carrying 
of roads and vehicles and men and material. 
suspend enforcement of the 
Prohibited Zone. Stop attacks on civilians-­

both Sinhalese and Tamils-in 
2. New settlements will be the North. East and elsewhere. 
suspended. 

Cease attacks in the North, 
3. Security forces will carry East and elsewhere on govern­
out cordon and searches and ment offices, economic 
operations in the presence targets and pri vate property. 
of local officials and magis­ Stop induction of men and 
trates. material in the affected 

areas from outside Sri Lanka. 
4. Lift Surveillance Zone and 
stop infusion of further re­
sources to Armed Services 
and police establishments. 

Phase II: Three weeks 

1. Security forces will sus­ Cease attack directed 
pend raids and suspend cur­ against convoys of security 
fews. forces including police, esta­

blishments, mining of roads, 
railtracks and bridges. Stop 
carrying of arms. 

Phase III: Two weeks 

1. Observe ceasefire. Observe ceasefire. 

2. Police stations which had 
been closed down will be 
reopened and the law and 
order function will be carried 
out by the police. 

3. Amnesty will be declared 
and those in custody against 
whom charges have not been 
field will released. (Those 
who have been charged will 
be released af'ter the conclu­
sion of successful discussions). 

.RAJAN-


Lt. VIJA YAKUMAR 
(Ganellh) 

l1le Emancipation of 'Women': 
Equalisation of Opportunity 
versus the Equalisation of 
Exploitation 

cant. from page 6 

of bourgeois men, participate 
in the exploitation of working 
class women either as pro­
fessionals who hire female 
labour of as houswives who 
employ women and children 
as 'servants'. In fact, bour­
geois women have a vested 
interest in preserving exploi­
tati ve capitalist social 
relations in general but they 
seek to modify them in order 
to eliminate constraints to 
their own economic and 
social advancement. So, the 
call by bourgeois women for 
the emancipation of all 
women is a universal demand 
which in fact cloaks the 
particular interests pursued 
by them. 

No oppressed group or class 
can eliminate the oppression 
it suffers by merely being 
the passive recepient of 
emancipation handed down 
from the oppressing group 
or class. On the contrary, 
onl y through a persistent 

• • ,•••••••• 

struggle waged against the 
oppressor can the ' oppressed 
win its emancipation. 
Working class women, who 
constitute the overwhelming 
majority of women, are no 
exception. Their struggle 
is directed against the bour­
geoisie, both men and women, 
and working claSS-men are 
natural allies of working 
class women in this class 
struggle. Victory for proleta­
rian men and women is an 
absolute pre-condition for 
the subsequent emancipation 
of women as women. 
The fact that working class 
women have recognised that 
(a) the primary contradiction 
is the class contradiction and 
that (b) the conflict of inte­
rests rooted in the 'gender 
gap' is secondary, has been 
evident, for example, in the 
participation of women in 
National Liberation Move­
ments alongside their male 
counterparts. Whilst the 
emancipation of women as 
women has proceeded 
within such movements, 
oppressed women rarely 
elevated their demand for 
emancipation above their 
part lclpat ion In Liberat ion 

r. npt . SUNTHAHALINGAM 

i(V.' ~IU) -
ur struggle 

een many firsts. 
Shobha was 

oman to fall to 
bullets in batt le 

e PLA attacked tHe I 
Naval camp on ! 

he was of a tender ' 
when her. body 

fight. We salute 
comrade who has 

captured a place 
ory of our struggle ' 
Iso lived and died 
mple to all the 

Ee la m. 

Movements. The attempts by 
bourgeois women to give 
primacy to emancipation of 
all women can only serve to 
retard the participation of 
women in the ongoing class 
struggle and thereby -r -to 
perpetuate the exploitation 
of working class women. 

Muslim Degegation 

cant. f r orn page 2 

The delegation arrived in 
Madras on August 3 on a five 
day mission. They met the 
TULF & PLOT and had 
similar discussion. Meanwhile, 
various other muslim organi­
sations had questioned the 
legitimacy of the delegation 
to present muslim opinion in 
the Northern and Eastern 
provinces. Musl im organisa­
tions with close working 
relationship with the EPRLF 
had also expressed their 
doubts about the delegation's 
credentials. 

The eight member delegat ion 
also included Mr.Abdul W.M. 
Ameer, Dr.A.M.Mohamed 
Shababdeed, Mr.M.M.Musta­
pha, Mr.A.L.Abdul Majeed, 
Mr.M.M.Zahair, Mr.S.E.M. 
Mashoor MouJana and 
Mr.Hamavi Hani fa. 
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NICARAGUA:
 
UP AGAINST US STATE 

TERRORISM,
19, July 1985 marked six direc or of FDN, Edga r petroleum tanks in Punto 
years of Nicaraguan indep­ Chamorro, was placed on the Cor into we re blown up, t he 
endence. American agent CIA pa yroll a t US 2,000 pe r FDN 'd i ove re d ' after the 
dictator Somoza was over­ month plus e xpe nses. The incident that it had be e n 
thrown by the victorious Contras have been tra ined responsible for carrying out 

GENERAL 1.N0'0I OF ~ELAM STUDENTS (GUES), Student
sandinistas. Yet, American by the CIA and financed by the attack. 

body of the EPRLF , demonstrate out side the US Consulat e 
imperialism is atte mpt ing to the US Government. in Madras on July 19. 
undermine t he victory of the The rat.lonale for c ontinuing 
people of Nicaragua. It is Other acts of aggression th is coun t e r- r e voluti onar y La tin Ame r ican c oun t ries Nicaragua pro ved the m wronq, 
the duty of all progressive against Nicaragua incl uded war against Nic aragua must t hrough a projec t na med 
fCll'C88 to depend t he Nicara ­ staging military exercises in be sought in t he cornrnlt t ­ ' A ll ia nce fo r P ro g r ess' . The Reagan administration 
~ Revolution. Honduras, holding join t ment of the US Gove rnment In pract ice, this amounted t o t ook office in 1980, when the 

naval exercises with Honduran to keep t he Amer ican cont i­ more fi nancial supp or t for West e rn economies we re into
During the past week, the and EI Sal vadorian sh ips ne nts ' f ree ' of 'Communist the p ri va t e sec tor and, t he fi f th ye ar of economic 
Contras murde red 29 Sandi­ off the coast of Nicaragua , pe e tr a t ion'. Earl ier, the there fore , fo r the omprador recession, which is still
nista soldiers, da ma ged two re gion t o be protec t ed haddeliberate and provoca ti ve bourgeoieie and inc re ased wit h us . Protec t ing existing
bridges, and ra ided La Trini­ been th e Ame r ican hemis­ milit a ry assist an e for theviolations of Nicaraguan a ir marke ts in La t in America
dad , a picture sque town of space and territorial wa t ers , phe re and, a fte r the Cuban despot ic ne o-colonial regimes. an d them where possible
about 8,000 people situated revolution in 1959, the US and fo rm ulat ing and imple­ became imperat ive for the
40 miles south of the Hondu­ Go ve r nm en t la unched a In ot he r words, the US-backed rnent inq plants for the sabo­ rej uve na t io n ' o f the US 
ra n border, killing innocent pr ogra mm e of ec onomic programmes a imed at pre ­t age of economic target s ec on o m y; the invas ion of 
women and childre n. This bloc kade an d mili t a ry agg­ ven ti ng futu r e socja ltstwithi n Nica ragua . And aft e r Granada was pa rt of this
latest atrocity is furthe r 

u e ic aragua n h arbours 
ression designed t o topple revolutions but they achie ved strat gy an d th e destruction

t ragic inci den t in the counter the Cuban Gove rnm nt, th opposite: t he y strength­ of the Sadinista Government 
revolutionary wa r waged by e ned the forces which fue l is the ne t objective. The
the United St at es ' Govern­ success fu l revoluti ons. Re a ga n a d m in is t r a t ion in.: 
me nt against the people of t ends to maintain its 'unble­
Nica ragua with the intentio, Pett.y bourgeois intellec t uals m lsh e d ' recor d, of not 
of o ve r throwing the Sandi­ in the US attempted to ha ving 'lost ' an inch of soil 
nista Government. ' pr o vid e d the ideol ogical to Communism anywhere in 

supports for t his bankrupt the world after the election 
The' counter-revolutionar y stra tegy. For in 1974 a US of Ronald Reagan as Presi­
attack began almost imme ­ po li ti c al scienti st argued de nt in 1980. But ica ragua 
diately after the Sandinist a ha t each so ci a list revo lut ion is not Grenada, and the 
revolution when, in 1980, a in the past, beginning with Reaga n admlnist r -at ion has 
group of fi ve Nicaraguan th e Octobe r Re voluion, had ye t to discover tha t his t or y 
businessmen formed them­ taken place - unde r a unique marches forward impe lled 
sel ves into the Nicaraguan set of polit ica l and ec onomic by an inner logic whic h is 
Democratic Force (FON). conditions, both domestic not under the control of any 
Simultaneously, the US Cen­ and foreign; that the proba­ indi idua l or go ve rn ment. 
tral In .11i n Agency bil it y of su h conditions 
reorganised and regrouped repe a t inq t he m sel ve s WBS 

ex-dictator Somoza's Nat io­ remote; and, therefore, that 
nal Guard to form the were mined by the CIA in Alt.hough this failed, the CIA the chance of another socia­
Ccntras,' At a secret meeting 1984, Chamorro was instruc­ was more succeeeful in over­ list change in the world 
in Guatemala, arranged by ted to release a press state­ throwing Salvador Allende's and in Latin America in 
the CIA in August 1981, ment, drafted by the CIA, Government in Chile and the particular was a lmost non­
links were established bet­ in wh ic h FDN claimed US Government inaugurated existen at least un til the 
ween the FDN and Contras; responsib ility for mining the a plan for assisting the end of the 20th cent ury. 
and, subsequently, the then harbours. Simila rl y, when the economic 'development' of F irst Grenada and then 

NAIROBI CONFERENCE 

THE EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN: 

EQUALISATION Of OPPERTUNITY Vs. 

EQUALISATION OF EXP IT TION 

The United Nations Decade institu tional, cultural a nd exploitat.ion between weste rn was seen as an indispensable This fundamental di fference 
for 
at 

Women was inaugurated 
a conference in Mexico 

·othe r barr iers to the adv ance ­
ment 01 women in society. 

delegates and del egates fr om 
underdeveloped c ount ri es. 

pre -condit ion for establi shing 
equa lit y between men and 

in the 
upon 

impact 
women 

of 'equality' 
belonging to 

In 1975. This was followed women. di fferent soc i al classes 
by a midway conference in 
Copenhagen in 1980 and the 
final conference to Appraise 

Such mea ures are urg ent I 
needed be ca use , it W DS 

argued, that despite recent 

The western delegates ge ne ­
r a l l y em p h a s is t e d t h e 
'gender gap', th se xual 

This apparently r adical 
demand for structural change 

whould be seen as precluding 
any reference to women as a 
n:onolithic social entity. 

the UN Decade for Women 
was held last mon th in 
Nairobi. It was attended b 
mor e than 2,000 deleqat es 
from about 160 countries 
and the a ims of this last 
meeting was to review 
progr ess made during t he 
Women's Decade and to 
adopt Forward Looking 
Strategies, a massi ve 372­
paragraph document which 
spells out measures to be 
implemented between 

S l r a e g ie s p r op osed f r 
ac n le vi nq this ob je c t ive 

advanc es women ea r 
on ly 10% of world's income 
and own less than 1% of 
world's property but perform 
two- t hirds of a ll work hours. 
This re la tive depr ivati on of 
women was to be overcome 
by ensur ing hat women 
enjoyed th e same econom ic 
oppor t.un iti e s and social 
r ight s as men. 

difference between men and 
wom n, as the cause of 
women su ffe r ing ex ploitation. 
Conse qu nt ly th ey t ended t o 
view leg isla t ive remedies 
as the princ ipa l mean s of 
overco min g t he negative 

ff ects of the 'gend r gap ' . 
In cont rast , de legates fro 
underde ve lo pe d c oun t r ie s 
s a w t he exp lo it.ati on or 
women as a necessary mani­
fe s t a t io n o f exploitative 
economic and social struc ­

is in reality not very diffe­
re nt fro m the e xplonation 
bas ed on the 'gender gap' 
since th ey both seek eq uali ty 
of rights and opport unities 
be t ween men and women 
wi t h in the framework of 
capit alist social relations. 
For bourgeois women, this 
means improved opportun i­
t ies for economic and social 
advance ment; for proletarian 
women, 'equality with men' 
means t o be subj ected to 

But the opposite has bee n 
the case. The debat e at t he 
conference has emphasised 
e xploitation of women as 
women, and the implicit 
conclusion has been drawn 
that there is more in common 
between bourgeois wo me n 
and proletarian women than 
between men and women 
belonging to the working 
class•. However, bourgeois 
women, as 'junior partners' 

1985 and the year 2000, with 
a view to removing legal, 

reveal ed the difference in 
conceptualisat ion of women' s 

tures. 
these 

A transformation of 
structural const ra ints 

the same e xploita t ion suf­
fe re d by working c lass men. 

cont. on page 5 
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SPOK SMAN, August 198~ 

- _ liSRI LANKA'S SORDID RECORD iiII_ 1!!
 

ON NEGOTIATIO S & PACTS
 
The process of negotiations 
bet ween the Tamil an d 
Sinhala Political leadership 
just prior to Independence, 
concentrated on evolving 
ways and means of ensuring 
human and minority rights 
of the Tamils within a unitary 
fr ame work. It is in this 
context that the Soulbry 
Commission appointed in 
1944 by the British, was 
accorded its terms of refe­
rence, namely to "consult 
with various interests includ­
ing minority communities 
concerned with the subject 
of consitutional reforms in 
Ceylon". 

Accordingly, the Commission 
received representations 
from various Tamil and 
Sinhala organiza ti ons , group­
ings and indiv idua ls on a 
variety of "formulae" that 
would safe gua rd the in te rest s 
of the "minorities" within a 
.unitary Sri Lanka. Th Ceylon 
Tamil Congress, the sol e 
Tamil political party at that 
time, presented the case for 
balanced representation in 
the legislature between the 
elected representatives of 
t he Sinhalese, the minority 
T mil nationality and other 
minority communities. No 
case was presented for 
either regional autonomy or 
a -fede ra l system of govern­
ment. The Sinhala political 
spe c t. rum r"presented in the 

In de pe n d e n t a t e 
Council express e the ir 
opposition to balanced 
representation, but extended 
their rhe to r ica l commilment 
to wards pa ri t y of lang uages. 
This was manifest in the 
1946 Report of the Select 
Committee of the State 
Council entitled, "Sinhala 
and Tamil as Officia La ­
guages". 

Based on the above rhe t or ic al 
commitment to parity of 
status by the Sinhala pol i­
tical leadershi p , the Soulbury 
Commission co nside red the 
demand for ba lanced re re­
sentation to be redundant. 
Instead, a safeguard clause 
was inserted in the Consti­
tution (i.e . Clause 29a, b 
and c ) which sou ght to pr o­
hibit t he enactment of any 
legislati on which discr im i­
nated against or imposed 
any disabilitie s (or confe rr ed 
privelages) on any communit y 
or religion that did not 
apply to persons of other 
communities or relig ions. 

With this 50-called "safe­
guard" c la use , it was assumed 
that the emerging tendencies' 
towards Slnhal a-Buddtu at 
chauvinism, (ie , the ideology 
that equated Sri Lankan 
"nationalism" with Sinhala 
supremacy based on the 
"vision" that the Sinhalese 
were a "chosen race" destined 
to preserve Buddhism and 
the Sinhala Aryan supremacy), 
could be countered from 
assuming the dimensions of 
institutionalized racism 
against the Tamil people 
and other minorities. This 

optimism preva ile d even 
wi t hin h Tam il polit ical 
leadership which , in an y 
e vent, wa s more c oncerne d 
with narrow pol itical gains 
than in representing the 
wid r int res of the Tamil. 
Nei ther th e Sinhala nor t he 
Tamil political leade rsh ip 
had any vision of na t ion 
bui lding. The dawn of "Inde p­
endence" from British rule 
and the transfer of power 
from Westminister to the 
dom inant Sinhala nation and 
it s po liti c al leadership was 
also t he dawn of national 
oppression against the Tamils. 

The pl'rliamentary acts of 
1948 and 1949 which made 
the plan t a ion Tamils state­
less and voteless and the 
"Sinhala Only" Ac t of 1956 
whi c h made Sinha la the 
o ff ic ia l language and th e 
la ngua ge of adm inistration 
even in th e traditional hom e ­
lands , we re in direc t viola­
ti on o f the so-c a lled sa fe­
guard clause ensh r ine d in 
t he Const it ut ion. In addit lon, 
the state-aided co loni zat ion 
schemes which sought to 
settle the Sinhalese in the 
tra dit ional Tamil homelands 
cons ituted not only a viola­
tion o f this "safeguard" 
cl au se , but also a direct 
assault aimed at underrnininq 
the territori a l integrity of 
the Tamil pe ople. Anothe r 
blatant act of discriminat ion 
, i f rre d prl el ages 
on the Sinhal e a nd imposed 
disabil it ies on the Tami ls , 
was he education poli cy of 
the ea r ly 70s which req u ire d 
a Tamil student to gain mo re 
marks than this Sinhala 
counterpart to qualify for 
entrance to the Uni versit ies, 
This coupled with the Sinhala 
Only Act of 1956 de a l a 
double blow on t he Tamil 
yout s , si n f'! they no w had 
t o fa ce not only discr imina ­
tion in pub lic of eroding 
opport un iti e s for ighe r 
educ ati on. 

The 1972 Republican Consti­
tution removed at one stroke 

ven t he token constit uti on al 
saf e guard tha t e xiste d in 
the prec ed ing Soulbury Cons­
llt u t ion . F ur t her, wh ile 
Ar t icle 9 e xtende d const itu­
t i na l status to the Sinha la 
O n l y lan g u a g e p oli c y , 
Article 6 specifically men­
ti one d Buddhism as he re li ­
gion which would be g iven 
t he " f o r e m os t p la ce". In 
ad d iti on , the State was 
entrusted wi t h the funda ­
me nt al duty t u "prot e c t and 
fos t er Buddh ism ". In rh ic 
ma nner , th e 1972 c ons itution 
gave Sr i Lanka t he status of 
a ~ non-sec ular, Sin hala ­
Buddhist State. The Ta mil 
people who had Ii ved together 
with the Sinhalese people 
for over 2000 years with 
their re p ctive distinct 
heritage, culture, language 
and socia-econom ic and 
political history were , thus, 
relegated to the status of 
"aliens" in th e ir own tradi­
tional homeland. Although, 
the Federal Party, the domi­

nant Tamil Parliament ary 
Pa r y of that time , subm it t d 
be f or e th e Min is t ry of 
Con s i tutional Af fairs a 
federa l form o f syste m t o be 
inc orpora t ed in the Const it u­
t ion, it wa s re jec ted outright . 
In any e vent , th e proposals 
themselves were incoh re nt 
an d lac ke d conviction. 

The 1978 Constitution, for ­
mu la t e d by t he present St a te 
Asse mbly domina ted by th e 
U n i t e d N a ti o n a l Party 
reta ine d m st of the el e ments 
of national oppress ion agains t 
th e Ta m il people contained 
in the 1972 Const it ut ion. 
Alt hough , Tamil was made 
he national language a long­

w it h Sinhalese , S inhal a 
cont inu d to be the sole 
o ff ic ia l language and language 
of administ ra t ion 0 er the 
Ta mil areas. In addi t ion, 
the 1978 C on t itu t ion pr o­
vided the le gal framework 
for "Const it uti on al dic tator -
h ip " a nd c e nt r alization 

of powe r, th e reb y, unde rmin­
ing all scope fo r regiona l 
au t onomy or fede r al form of 
gove rn men t in Sri Lanka . 

The passage of the Sinha la 
Only Act of 1956 and the 
on-going process of state­
aided colonization over 
parts of the traditional home­
land of the Eelam People, 
led to widespre ad pe ace ful 
agitations by the Federa l 

art y wit h t he support of 
broad sections of the Tamil 
people. In August 1956, the 
following Resolution was 
passed a t t h Annua l C onve n­
t ion o f the Fede ral Party 
held in Trincornalee r 

1. The replacement of the 
pr sent pernic ious c ons ti t u­
t ion by a ra t iona l and demo­

rat ic constitution based on 
the federal principle and the 
establishment of one or more 
Tamil linguistic s t a te or 
states incorporating e ll 
c ont igous a reas in wh ich the 
Tamil speaking people are 
numerically in the ma jorit y 
as fede rat ing unit or un it s 
e njoying the wides t au tono­
mous and res idua ry powers 
consis t ent with the unit a ry 

n d e xte rna l s ec u ri ty 
"of Cey lon; 

2. The restorat ion of th e 
Ta mil la nguage t o it s righ t ful 
plac e enjoying th e abso lute 
par it y · of sta tus wi th Sinha ­
les as t he off icial language 

f the country; 
3. The repeal of the present 
citiz e nship la ws re cognizing 
the r ight t o full citizenship 
on the basis o f a simple t es t 
of reside nc e fo a ll per on 
who ha ve made th is country 
their home ; 
4. The immedia t e e ssat ron 
of coloni ation of -t he trad i­
tional Ta mil speaking are as. 

Armed with this esolution, 
the Federal Part y wen t in 
for negotiations with the 
Sri Lanka Fre edom Party-led 
coalition government. The 
Bandaranayake - Chelvanaya­

gam Pact, whi c h resu lt ed 
out of these t a lks , had as it s 
bas ic premise th e statement 
that t't e Gove rnment was 
not in a posit ion to dis cuss 
\.he setting-up of a federal 
c on s t it u t ion or regional 
autonom or any se t ps which 
wou ld bro ga te t h Official 

anguage Ac t". Inst e ad, an 
agre em nt was r a che d on 
the es t ablishment of Region I 
Counc ils with powers over 
spec ified area s such as aqr l­
culture, co -operat ives, land 
and land de e lopme nt , colo­
niza t ion, e ducation. he alth, 
indust r ies an fis he r ies. 
housing and social service s, 
e lec t rici t y, water sc he mes 
and ro ads. In addition, powe rs 
we re to be given in re la tion 
to ta xa t ion and borrowings. 

Not onl did t he B-C Pact 
come no ere 10 t t he 
dem and for a fe deral form 
of gov e rnmen t cont a ined in 
the 1956 Resolut ion f t he 
Fe de ra l p rty, it faced the 
same fa te that was to befall 
a ll negotiated settlements 
between the Ta m il parlia­
ment ary leadership and the 
re spect ive Sr i La nkan Govern­
ment s . T h e B - C Pact 
was unilaterally abrogated 
by the P r ime Minister, 
S.W.R.O. Bandaranayake, in 
response to agitations by the 
chauvinist Sinhala-Buddhist 
organ iza ti ons and political 
pa rt ie s led by t he prese nt 
P re s ide nt , J.R. Ja yawardena . 
What the Tamil People 
received, instead, was the 
19 58 anti-Tamil program 
w it h uns pe a ka b le loss of 
lives and propert y. 

An t i- Ta mil progroms were, 
th e re a ft e r , used as instru­
ments of terror by the Sri 
Lankan Governments 
in an a t t e mpt at terrorizing 
th e Tam il P eople into sub­
m iss io n . Th e subsequent 
Sena na ya ke - C he l vanayagam 
Pac t of 1966 and the Regu­
lation for t he "reasonable 
use of Ta mil" in t he same 
year were non-events as far 
as mee ti ng the grie vanc es of 
the Tam il People were 
concerned . 

Tha Sir im a-Sasht r i Pac t of 
1964 , imad a resolving t he 
probl em of the state less 
Tamils , is anoth er illust ra­
t ion of t he bitter experience 
of the Tamils wi t h negotiated 
s e t tleme nts. Fi rs tl y, no 
consi de ra t ion was giv en to 
t he wish of the plantation 
Tamils a regards the choice 
of citizenship. Secondly, the 
agree me nt pe rt aining to t he 
proport ion of t hose to be 
r pa t ri a t e d to Indi a and th ose 
to be g iven Sr i La nka n 
ci t iz enshi was slow in being 
imple ment d, further, com ­
poundi g t his human tragedy. 
Desp it e the expiry of the 
Pact i 1983, the status of 
rnor t han 500,000 plantation 
Tam ils rernams ambigous 
an d uncertain. 

Another classic c ase of 
meaningless negotiated set­
tlements are the representa­

ti ons m a de befo r the 
Presidenti al Co m mission of 
1980 se t up for th e pur pose 
of es t ab l ish ing Dist r ict 
developmen t Councils wh ich 
was exp c te d to bring about 
a considerable degree of 
de volut ion of power. The 
C mmiss ion Report ultima­
tely appeared with two parts 
the 'Ma in Report' and a 
'Dissent ing R epor t ' submitted 
by the Tamil Uni ted libera­
tion Front. The dissenting 
Re p o r t recommended th at 
th e D.D .C s functi on as 
age ncies primarily respon­
s ib le f o r pl a nning the 
de ve lopme nt of t he district, 
with a su ff ic ient degree of 
au onomy in which subordi­
na t e la w- m a king powers, 
i c lu di ng those to raise 
r ov nue by taxation and 
other means are important. 
Ne dless to say, the recom ­
mendat ions made by the 
T LF which in any event 
ca m e n o w h e r e close 
to t he e le ments of decentra­
li za ti on ma nife st in t he B-C 
Pac t of 1957, were not 
taken heed of. What the 
D.D.C. amounted t o was not 
de c e n t r a li z a ti on in any 
Senile of t he term, but the 
de legat ion of power from the 
Cent re to "all the Presi dent's 
men". The following ex t ra c t 
from a statement issued 
by J.R. Jayawardena t.o a 
de le ga t ion of Buddhist priests 
highli gh ts the ac t ua l ch arac­
ter of t he D.D.Cs. To quote: 
"They do not "ha ve the powers 
that even M!Jnicip81 Councils, 
Ur ban Councils or Town 
C ounc ils pOSleSS, In this way 
t he executi ve powers of 
control of Development 
Councils a re in the hands of 
the Dis tri(:t Ministers and 
tne Executive Committees 
chos e n by the President 
without whose consent these 
Councils have no power to do 
anything. If the need arises 
the President C8(l dismiss 
or change all three parties". 
( C o m m u n iq u e from the 
P r e s l d en t a Secretariat, 
repor ted in the Daily News, 
21.08.1 980). 

The Culmination of the 
farc ial nature of negotiated 
se tt leme nts in the Post ­
Inde pe ndence period Is, of 
course, the All Party Confe ­
rence which mere ly afforded 
the Sr i La nka n Government 
a smok escreen behind which 
it pursued the only strategy 
that is is c omm itted to­
nam e ly, a m ilitary solution 
in which state terrorism and 
ge noc ide are insep rably 
link ed. 

In th e comedy that 
followed , instead of reaching 
an co ncensus of opinion the 
Proai d e nt submitted his 
propos I, which was rejected 
not on ly by the Tamils but 
also by the Sinhalese pe ople 
including some cabinet 
Ministers. In the one year 
that this process took to 
comple t e , the military option 
of the regime was concre­
ti s e d with the help of 
imperialism. • 
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Navy Kill 3 Mass Protest 
In In North" East 

Wide spread protests and and subjected to torture.Karainagar 
demonstrations took place * Grant citizenship r ights 

Three people were killed and follow ing the announcement to all Tamil plantation 

one sustained injuries when of the ceasefire on 18 June. workers.
SRI LANKA BUYS� People protested over c ease ­ * End all Sinhala colonisationNaval personnel opened fire 

at a group of people at the in Eelam.fire violat ions by the security 
forces and expressed theirKarainagar bus stand. 

Over 20 demonstrations took 
dence in the government to place in the Vavuniya, Jaffna 

MORE ARMS absolute lack of any confi­
According to eye witness 

In a Government to Government deal with Pakistan,� solve the problems of the and Mannar' districts.account the naval men drove 
Sri Lanka has purchased 4 brand new helicopter Gun Ships, up to the bus stand in Tamil people. Ten of thousands of men and 
to add to the 6 Bell 212's already with the Air Force, two armoured vehicles and 

began shooting at unsuspect­
The deal with Pakistan is believed to be underwritten ing ci vilians on 22.7.85. 
by the US. Further negotiations are in progress to purchase 
6 more within the end of the year. The incident occured four 

days after the ceasefire was 
In another such arrangement, the Pakistani's are training declared. 
60 Army commandos in anti-Guerrilla armed combat. 

Those killed were 
The Bell 212 helicopters are fitted with versatile 50mm. Arumugam Thambiah (63) 
and 7.62 mm guns. Subramaniam Sothinathan (26) 

Sinnathamby
The State Trading Corporation has purchased 20,000 shot 

Tharmalingam (45)guns includinq a large number of Self Loading Ri fles (SLR)� 
to be distributed to Sinhala homeguards. The injured person was named� 

as: 
Sri Lanka Navy in the meanwhile will get 18 more gun Kanagasabai 
boats from China. Lambotharanathan (45) 

Among the slogans and women participated including
An SAS team, headed by one Ge'Aeral Smith, is presently1--------------1 chaP'ting, following demands the aged, Children and 
engaged in training the Army in Katukurundha. were featured prominatly. students. 

Armed Training: Sinhala Plot to kill * Withdrawal of all draconicStudentll gi yen� Senior These spontaneous protests
laws including the removalstudents from some of the Leading schools in Colombo by the people also demanded 

are being trained in the use of fire arms. The Ministries� of surveillance and prohi­ that the liberation organisa­JRof Education and Defence are co-ordlnatinq this. surrepti­� bited zones. tions continue to struggle to 
tious training programme given by the security forces. * Removal of all security establish a Eelam. 
The institutions involved are Royal, Ananda & Nalanda 

soc ialist
forces from the North, 

Colleges and 0.5. Senanayake and Mahanama Maha Vidh­ East and the plantation 
areas.yalayas.� - a Govt 

... Release all those detained 

Sinhala� 2 die Referendum must forFabrication•Settlers In� •any po i ica l So 10� 

on rampage Polikandy The alleged to�plot kill 
J.R. Jayawardene, the Presi­ - Asgiriya Mahanayake One solider was killed and 3Incidents to looting arson and� dent was announced the day

othersintimidation have been were injured in an� after the Eelam representa­
encounter between the Army� yake further said that, "thersported from Mankulam, in tives at Thimbu rejected the "The Government cannot 

the Vavuniya district. and the L.T.T.E. proposal presented by the uinlaterally decide on an y Buddhist clergy will oppose 
Government delegation. pol itical solution to the any solution that gi ves the 

Following the Dollar and The dead soldier was named Tamil people. Any political Tamil people their rights and 
Kent farm incidents last as G.K.K. Perera. It is This sensational disclosure solution must be put to the betrays the Sinhala people". 

reported that the battleyear, where ex-convicts were was made by the Government people and they should 
lasted several hours. 9000 MONKS PROTEST:settled, the Government spokesman in Colombo. dec ide at a referendum 

provided firearms to new According to the official before it is adopted" said Meanwhi Ie more than 9000 
Earlier on the same day Buddhist monks have sent asettlers in Tamil areas.� version, 120 kg of gelignite Ven.Chandranada Thera, the 
(21.7.85) the security forces in packages Mahanayake of t he signed memorandum thewas found two powerful� to 
opened fire at a group of� President demanding aOnce again these settlers� in a jeep 3kms away from Asg iri ya chapter.
people decorating a pandaI� general election and a refe­are reported to be active� the President's residence 
for the Amman Temple� rendum on any negotiatedwith the armed services� and that 3 Tamil you th were Speaking at a ceremony 
festival, killing one while� commemorating 25 years in settlement. This campaign isproviding them protection.� arrested. 

This has caused anxiety two others sustained severe public life of Mrs. Sirima headed by the Mahanayake 

amongst the Tamil people in injuries. The whole episode, as repor- Bandaranayake, the Mahana- of Asgiriya. 
the Vavuniya district. ted by the Government 1-----:....--------------------...,

source s, sme lls fish y th e wa y HARTHAL� JulY '83 pogromSeveral families nave been th is se ns a t iona l dis cov ery 
forced to leave the area in was a llowed to fi zzl e out 
fear. in the last few weeks. without much ado. rememberedIN EELAM
Tourist,� The discrepancies in the 

sta teme nts by t he pol ice 
and the Minister for Infor ­Refugee Harthal wa s observed by th e 
mation, the fact thal thereTamil people in the NorthRaped was enough media publicityand East on 25 & 26 July as

A French woman, holidaying� to the President's illness &a remembe rance of the 3000
in Kalkuda , a beach resort� cancellation of all · offic ialpeople killed in the Jul y '83 
in the Eastern Province, was� engagements and the timing .• pogrom.
t aken at gunpoint and ra ped of the disclosure a ll ind icate 
by the Army. that this is ye t another 

badly handled fabr icationAll c ornrrie r c i al activity
In another incident a young� of the Government.ceased when snops put up
woman inmate of the Valai­ shut ters. Transport services
chenai refugee camp was� EROS, who were implicatedwere suspended on both days.
abduc ted by the Army. She� with this incident have cate­Both, Public and pri vate 
wa s later taken to a govern­� gorically denied any involve­sector offices and schools 
ment build ing in Vakarai� ment.remained closed.
where sh e was abused and 
ra pe d. 
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