www.tamilarangam.net

H D& 0FWE NFTLITL HmeuLD

EELAM PEOPLE’S INFORMATION GENTRE |

B.M. BOX 1738, : POST BAG 5551,
LONDON WC1N 3XX, MADRAS - 600 094,
U.K. INDIA.

% [EPilC

COVER STORY m SRI LANKA g

.= g ‘ R P W

VVewmawea

”forwwar

"’{f',The'-_Secretary-gencral of the Eelam
" Peoples ‘Revolutionary Liberation Front
(EPRLF) K. Padmanabha is back in

M “as after three months in northern
Sn sanka, He was present there when
the LTTE-TELO clashes took place.
Excerpts from an interview with him:

- QUESTION: You were present in
‘Jaffna peninsula when LTTE atiacked
the .TELO camps_and killed TELO.
“leadér Sti Sabaratnam and over ‘100
‘members of his group. What in your
“opinion-led to these attacks? .. ..
< ANSWER . The camity between the”
two groups h: « been there for a very .

long time .dnd we hoped that when
‘LTTE .came into the Eclam National

for unification and mobilisation of all
popular and patriotic forces. There can-
not be any realignment of forces now.
There can only be an alignment of all
the groups against the enemy. We must
strengthen ENLF now.

Q: Will you evolve any new strategy
in view of the recent atracks by the
army?

A: Politically, we will continue to
‘intensify the political and diplomatic
offensive in the international arena to
expose the genocidal intentions of the
Sri Lankan state. Militarily, we have
demonstrated in the last two or three
-weeks in Jaffna that we have the capac-
ity to withstand and repel any military

-'f*' R G ;
I,xhumlmn From (ENLF) the terisions”
would eise between the two groups. But
now. we must. admit -that ENLF has

.ulcd inthat there has been neither any. |

However, during the recent army action
in Jaﬂqa, there was a spontancous

EPRLE o l\yll]\\, the fro0ps.

Qi Wil there e any ncw alignicri
of the Eelam forces as a resuit of the
vpakenihg ()f TELQ? R
+W¢ arc commitied to rEsolving
“the differences  betweet the Tamil
groups through discussions. We are stilf

J’ cpanng' for a prblonged offensive. Padmanabha (heardc.d) with comr‘ldgs

‘_r""‘ 'R L"x ."’-;“‘”“3~

| ey programmc nor any true #i
“uhity iong ‘the ‘constituent” I groaps -+
(LTTE, TELO, EPRLF and LROb),

coordidation” between LTTE :and"

R \*\.s b
offemnc We have <hown this even in
the other parts ot Eelam,
Q: Do you thiizk a peace settlement
is likely in the ncui future?
“'A::1 do not know what stand India

- will take. But we stand where we were

left at the end of the Thimpu talks. We
stand by our Felain demand and there
1s no good reasons iviscaling this down.

Q: EPRLF had been saying it wants
a total revolution an the entire ivland.
Coidd sou clabara:

A: We stand caianind o the
emancipation of nut Girty the people of
Eclam but those i the entircisland a
we have made this clcar at savaral
ENLF meetings This is 50 becatse we

UG CHIlw elemis gy dHeil

realise there can be genuine peaie on

the entire island only if both the $ocie::

ties in the Sinhala and Tamil 4reds’
undergo a fundamental transforma-
tion. So, we are going to help“all the
progressive Sinhala forces in their ﬁght
to replace the present system-

Colombo. That is why the Sri Lankan
government is determined .to  keep
aflame the forces of Sinhala Buddhist
chauvinism as a way cf preventing the
Tamil and Sinhala people from joining
their hands in a common struggle..

Q: What do you feel about the talks
now going on berween Colombo and
Delhi over the Tamil issue, and the role
of TULF as representing the Tamil
interests in this process?

A: The Sri Lankan government has
time and again proved that it has
neither the will nor the capacity to solve
the Eclam question. This is also now
being perceived to be so in the world
opinion. It will be naive to expect us to
agree for peace talks with Colombo
under these conditions. And as for
TULF. we do not sce TULF as the
representative of the Eelam people.
However, if TULF wants to talk with
the Sri Lankan government, it is wel-
come to do so. But it cannot assume the
role of our spokesman or as the sole
legitimate representative of the Eelam
people.

We want India to recognise Eelam
and the Eelam liberation movement
just as she has recognised SWAPOQ,
ANC, and the Polisario movements.
We want India to give us political,
moral and material support. Other
nations who are sympathetic to our
struggle are looking up to the Govern-
ment of India to take the initiative of
giving us due recognition. :

Q: Do you have the wlmewuhai I
tackle the regudar army and win'.the

guerrilla war?

A: Yes. All liberation struggles have
faced states which were militarily super-
ior but that had not been a barrier for
their culmination in victory. EPRLF is
equipped and prepared to engage in a
long-drawn, hard and protracted strug-
gle against the S Lankan state if the
need be. And our pzople arc prepared
1o wnh\mnd any amount of suffcrmg
SR Yo atatlh it -ru pre
vided tha th hhu.mon ):,lnups unity
and danonstrate a seltless commitment
tovwaias b, Loal irrespective of other
ditterences.

—BHAGWAN R. SINGH
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Tamil groups

MADRAS, May 28.
The Sri Lankan Tamil militant groups have re-
iected the reported offer made by the Sri
nkan Minister for National Security. Mr. Lalith
Atulathmudali to hold informal discussions with
the militant groups under the auspices of an in-
‘dependent mediator like the Commonwealin.
There can be no question of resuming talks
with the Sri Lankan Government as long as it
continues to pursue the military option. these
| groups say.
¥ <5 the felam Peop'e's Bevo'utiona
tion Front (EPRLFJ Mr. Atuathmudan's Oilct,
" which is "both demagogic and misleading” is
aimed at countering the warning of the Indian
Government that it would withdraw its good of-
fices in bringing about a negotiated settlement
if the Sri Lankan Government continues to give

-
Libara

reject Sri Lai
ment. The Commonwealth, under the lead-
ership of the United Kingdom had resisted all
attempts to impose compulsory and com-
prehensive sanctions against the racist regime
in South Africa. "It is clear that Mr. Atulath-

mudali is confident that the Commonwealth will
be rendered similarly ineffective on Sri Lenka.™

There was absolutely no question of the
EPRLF engaging in any talks with the “racist”
Sri Lankan Government while it continued to
nursue the military option against the Tamil
s o o M Kethacawaran said.

ka offer

l by world opinion.

!
!
|
|l Ketheeswaran.

| sugg
| ces

priority to pursuing a military solution.

“The posi-

tion taken by the Government of India in view
of the intensification of the military offensive by
the Sri Lankan State over the past two weeks is

! logical and rational
We cannot,

party to any
ment aimed

and is perceived to be so
therefore, be a
gimicks by the Sri Lankan Govern-
at neutralising adverse internation-

al opinion,” said the EPRLF spokesmen Mr. L.

Ulterior motive: Mr. Ketheeswaran said to

+ informal discussions under the auspi-
we Commonwealth, implicitly negating

United Nations. revealed once again “the ulter-

'l any r.Jfor India and explicitly any role for the

ior motive” behind Mr. Atulathmudali's state-

6 THE HINDU, International Edition, Week ending June 21, 1986

Dilatory tactics,
says EPRLF

MADRAS. June 12

The Eelam Pecple’s Revolutionary Liberation
Front today said that the Sri Lanka Govern:
ment's reported decision to implement unila-
terally its ‘so-called’ proposals to solve the eth-
nic issue was another instance of the dilatory
tactics employed by the island President. Mr. J.

. R Jayewardene, to mislead world opinion.
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) — The EPRLF spokesman. Mr. L
Ketheeswaran, said it was interesting that this
- - = — announcement should coincide with the Sri

Lanka Aid Consortium meeting scheduled to
begin today in Paris. It was clear that the Wes-
tern bloc represented in the Aid Consortium,
despite its prior commitment to strengthen the
Jayewardene Government, was under pressure
from its own people and non-Governmental
human rights organisations to cease aid to the
‘racist’ Sri Lankan Government. '

The annouacement should also be seen in
the context of the recent military offensive laun-
ched by the island's armed forces in which
more than 200 Tamil civilians were killed and
about 2.000 people rendered refugees over the
past one month. This raised the question whe-
ther the recent move was just another ruse by
the Sri Lankan Government to camouflage its
commitment to a military solution of the pro-
blem.

Another objective behind the decision was
to undermine the efforts of Government of India

gderi. NPV 9B SB @ap™ 10 bring about a negotiated settlement and this
eI (35S 3 & HmCs G was <:Iea(\jre from the fact that the announcement
; @, ix QanadsTiiLj was made when the Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv
,f;‘f" "I;lg;g'ﬂD . u;_é » Gandhi, had sought clarifications from Mr.
wrd, wmpoures 3aa Ceni Ja)éewardene on the proposals. the spokesman
. Ny © said. . ’

gremial (PSTPESF Qaraa(® An Lo .
- . y attempt to implement unilaterally any pro-
@J.cvcou LGS s @DpssU EFosais without the consent of the Sri Lankan
UL, amils or even the Sinhalese ‘will surely signal
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the downfall' of the Government. he said. He
added that the inalienable right of setf-de-
termination of the Tamils could not be’ ignored
or violated in such a simplistic manner.
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. Madras “June 12:

Nineteen Sri Lankan navy personnel were killed in
mortar shelling when Eelam People’s Revolutionary
Liberation Front (EPHLF) militants attacked the naval
camp at Mandaithivu in retaliation for the slaying of
37 Tamil fishermen Tuesdady by Lankan navymen,
according to EPRLF sources.

A helicopter gunship which tried to chase away
the militants was also hit by shells from ‘an anti-
aircraft weapon used by the militants and all aboard
died, the sources said. .

A report from Colombo,quoted a survivor of the

massacre as saying the victims' hands were tied .

behind their backs and' their eyes . gouged out
before they were killed. The bodies were laid in a
row at Gurunagar community Centre in Jatna town,
the report said.

Jaiina observed & total hartal Wednesday against
the massacre of innocent fishermen,

The EPRLF said that 3 foreign vessels had
offioaded 300 armed men and also lanks at Karaina-
gar in Jatina Tuesday. These ships also delivered
two armoured cars to the Karainagar camp.

L Ketheeswaran, spokesman,
Eelam People’s Revolutionary Liber-
ation Front (EPRLF), condemnod the
LTTE attack saying, “The ruthless
and murderous attack by the LTTE
on TELO camps has undoubtedly
left a permanent scar on the con-.
sciousness of the Eelam people, who
are now placed in the pathetic situa-
tion of witnessing their liberators
conducting themselves as mere mur-
derers, without a cause. The inten-
tions of LTTE makes us wonder
whether LTTE has a clear notion of
who are the friends and enemies of
the Eelam movement.’ W]

THEILLUSTRATED WEEKLY OF INDIA, JUNE B, 1986 31

‘Meanwhile, the Elam People’s Revo-
lutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF),
one of the major Lanka Tamil militant
organisations, has rejected the offer
made by General Bhullar and Dr
Swamy, regarding their direct participa-
tion: in the Lanka Tamils’ struggle
against ' the onslaught  of  the
Jayewardene regime. The EPRLF also
called upan ?ho !mn:\mr!d
organi o £
the Gu\ ernment o1 Inma I ats etiorts to
solve the ethnic crisis of Sri Lanka.

- S DORAIRAJ
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