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WEPRLF wants India to recognise Eelam

The Secretary-general of the Eelam
Peoples Revolutionary Liberation Front
(EPRLF) K. Padmanabha is back in

~^is .after three months in northern
Sri banka. He was present there when
the LtTE-TELO clashes took place.
Excerpts from an interview with him:

QUESTION: You were present in
Jaffna peninsula when LTTEattacked
the ,TELQ fam/>x. and kitted TELO
'leadir'fSri Sdn'aratnam and over'100
'members of hix £rou/>. What in your
opinionated to these attacks? _...'..?•

^ANSWER:. The enmity between the
two groups had been there for a very
long time.and we hoped that when
•LTTE..camc into the Eclam National

for unification and mobilisation of all
popular and patriotic forces. There can-
not be any realignment of forces now.
There can only be an al ignment of all
the groups against the enemy. We must
strengthen ENLF now.

Q: Will you evolve any new strategy
in view of the recent attacks by the
army?

A: Politically, we will continue to
intensify the political and diplomatic
offensive in the in t e rna t iona l arena to
expose .the genocidal intentions of the
Sri Lankan state. Militarily, we have
demonstrated in the last two or three
weeks in Jaffna tha t we have the capac-
ity to withstand and reptl any mil i tary

rcparing for.a prolonged offensive.
f?^^ -̂-̂ Hv ;̂,'o-:>4:

Liberation Front (ENLF), the tensions
woiililca.se between the two groups. But

must admit that ENLF has
faiiedlnlhat there has been neither any _

Xjoint;>njiiit&iry' programme nor any true .
"Unity? 'liJntfjig ;the 'constituent.' groups
(I/ITE, TF£LO, EPRLF and EROS).-"
However, dur ing the recent army action
in Jaff^a,..vthere was .a spontaneous
coordination between 'LTTE :and

' R I ! lo I M - U | M . ( l i e i,,,.)|)s.
.Q: Will there tic an\n n aligtiiiiciii

of the Eelam forces as a result of the
wakening yj TELO?

' : " - \ V t arc/commitied to rssolving
•the differences, between., the Tamil
groups through discussions. We arc s t i l l

Padmanabha (bearded) w i t h comrades

offensive. We have shown t h i s even in
the other parts ot l . e lam.

Q: Do you think a peace settlement
is likely in the near future?

*'.-*' :A: I do not know what stand India
~ i : will take. But \vt stand where we were

left at the end of the Thimpu ta lks . We
stand by oui t 'ekii i i demand and the re
is no good leasoi, io; Dea l ing t i n - dou n.

Q: EPRLF/tad been saying it wants
a nilol revolution <ni ihc entire i\/(in</.

A: We stand n.;ii,.,.;uci to t h e
emancipation of not oniy the people ol
Eclam but those or, the en in c i s l a n d a:"'
we have made tin.-, clcju ai - > e . e i , , i
ENLF meetings This is so because \

realise there can be genuine peace on
the entire island only if both ihe^doeTj
ties in the Sinhala and Tamil Areas'
undergo a fundamental transforma-
tion. So, we are going to help 'all the
progressive Sinhala forces in their fight
to replace the present system in
Colombo. That is why the Sri Lankan
government is determined to keep
aflame the forces of Sinhala Buddhist
chauvinism as a way of preventing the
Tamil and Sinhala people from joining
their hands in a common struggle.

Q: What do you feel about the talks
now going on between Colombo and
Delhi over the Tamil issue, and the role
of TULF as representing the Tamil
interests in this process?

A: The Sri Lankan government has
time and again proved that it has
neither the will nor the capacity to solve
the Eelam question. This is also now
being perceived to be so in the world
opinion. It will be naive to expect us to
agree for peace talks with Colombo
under these conditions. And as for
TULF. we do not see TULF as the
representative of the Eelam people.
However, if TULF wants to talk with
the Sri Lankan government, it is wel-
come to do so. But it cannot assume the
role of our spokesman or as the sole
legi t imate representative of the Eelam
people.

We want India to recognise Eelam
and the Eelam liberation movement
just as she has recognised SWAPO,
ANC. and the Polisatio movements.
We want India to give us political,
moral and material support. Other
nations who are sympathetic to our
struggle are looking up to the Govern-
ment of Ind ia to take the in i t i a t ive of
giving us due recognition.

Q: Do you have the wherewithal to
tackle the regular army and win\the
guerrilla war.'

A: Yes. All l iberation struggles have
faced states which were mil i tar i ly super -
ior but that had not been a barrier for
their culmination in victory. EPRLF is
equipped and prepared to engage in a
long-drawn, hard and protracted s t rug-
gle aga ins t t h e Sr i Lankan state i f the
need be. And our people arc prepared
to w i t h s t a n d any amount of suffering

Mded l l i a l l l i e h h e i a t i o n groups . u n i l v
and d u i u / n s t r a l e a selfless commitment i
u > v , . , ; u , i h . . ^i.il i r respect ive of other i
d i t l e r e n c e s .

-BHAGWAN R. SINGH

www.tamilarangam.net

jkpo;j; Njrpa Mtzr; Rtbfs;



C 
y,

 .l
? 

* 
ra

 a
 i

J« 
"

 &
 K

 £
, 9

e» 
Q

 b
 

B
 t
. 

'»
.O

B 
r.

 5 
-

B
t>

, 
C

D
o

-F E5
 

_.

C
r

ts -O

iL
er

-r
-

§?
-t>

rJa
 

-
^

S
g

^
l
l
B

l
i
-
?

^
'!>

Q
i

•&

9 -c
-

Q ̂
 ?

Ig
e

r
®

^
T

^S
?«

»Q
B

.
B

'S
o

a
t>

|
•r

-O
Q

 O
S)

 Q

C2
- 

z
 v

v 
'

C
3 

: 
<2

>

1
«

^
-
'
-

^>
»a

Q
•o

S
S

?
2

?
%

«
b 

P-
cm

. a
 '-

 c
5

^
?

£
i?

^
S

i:
 £

.ft
-6

 5
 ?

U
-'r

a
 *

 »

^
^

t
^

' 
I
I

c. ̂
DO

 &
si

 r
ra

 «
r-

c

iH
î
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Tamil groups reject Sri Lanka offer
MADRAS, May 28.

The Sri Lankan Tamil militant groups have re-
jected the reported offer made by the Sri
Lankan Minister for National Security, Mr. Lalith
Atulathmudali to hold informal discussions with
the militant groups under the auspices of an in-
dependent mediator like the Commonweakn.
There can be no question of resuming talks
with the Sri Lankan Government as long as it
continues to pursue the military option, these
groups say.

To the Edam Pecn'e's Revo'u'.ioin".1 L:bora-
tion Front (.EPRLF;, Mr. Atuiatrimuoan s oiit:.
which is "both demagogic and misleading" is
aimed at countering the warning of the Indian
Government that it would withdraw its good of-
fices in bringing about a negotiated settlement
if the Sri Lankan Government continues to give
priority to pursuing a military solution. "The posi-
tion taken by the Government of India in view
of the intensification of the military offensive by
the Sri Lankan State over the past two weeks is
logical and rational and is perceived to be so
by world opinion. We cannot, therefore, be a
party to any gimicks by the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment aimed at neutralising adverse internation-
al opinion," said the EPHLF spokesman Mr. !_
Ketheeswaran.

Ulterior motive: Mr. Ketheeswaran said to
sugges^ informal discussions under the auspi-
ces ' p e Commonwealth, implicitly negating
any r^,,/for India and explicitly any role for the
United Nations, revealed once again "the ulter-
ior motive" behind Mr. Atulathmudali's state-

ment. The Commonwealth, under the lead-
ership of the United Kingdom had resisted all
attempts to impose compulsory and com-
prehensive sanctions against the racist regime
in South Africa. "It is clear that Mr. Atulath-
mudali is confident that the Commonwealth will
be rendered similarly ineffective on Sri Lcnka."

There was absolutely no question of the
EPRLF engaging in any talks with the "racist"
Sri Lankan Government while it continued to
pysue the military option against the Tamil
.... .- o Mr K>thi>r.?>Aaran said.

Greatest, -®«* 11

6 THE HINDU, International Edition, Week ending June 21. 1986

Dilatory tactics, '
says EPRLF

MADRAS. June 12
Tfie Eelam People's Revolutionary Liberation

Front today said that the Sri Lanka GoveTrT- •— —
ment's reported decision to implement unila
terally its 'so-called' proposals to solve the eth-
nic issue was another instance of the dilatory
tactics employed by the island President. Mr. J.
R. Jayewardene. to mislead world opinion.

Ihe EPRLF spokesman. Mr. L
Ketheeswaran. said it was interesting that this
announcement should coincide with the Sri
Lanka Aid Consortium meeting scheduled to
begin today in Paris. It was clear that the Wes-
tern bloc represented in the Aid Consortium,
despite its prior commitment to strengthen .the
Jayewardene Government, was under pressure
from its own people and non-Governmental
human rights organisations to cease aid to the
'racist' Sri Lankan Government.

The announcement should also be seen in
the context of the recent military offensive laun-
ched by the island's armed forces in which
more than 200 Tamil civilians were killed and
about 2.000 people rendered refugees over the
past one month. This raised the question whe-
ther the recent move was just another ruse by
the Sri Lankan Government to camouflage its
commitment to a military solution of the pro-
blem.

Another objective behind the decision was
to undermine the efforts of Government of India
to bring about a negotiated settlement and this
was clear from the Tact that the announcement
was made when the Prime Minister. Mr. Rajiv
Gandhi, had sought clarifications from Mr.
Jayewardene on the proposals, the spokesman
said.

Any attempt to implement unilaterally any pro-
posals without the consent of the Sri Lankan
Tamils or even the Sinhalese 'will surely signal
the downfall' of the Government, he said. He
added that the inalienable right of self-de-
termination of the Tamils could not be ignored
or violated in such a simplistic manner.

www.tamilarangam.net
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Hetanation tor muraer or 3»
Tamil fishermen Ntws TC

EPRIIF guns down
19 navymen J

.'. • . Madras, June 12:
Nineteen Sri Lankan navy personnel were kilted in

mortar shelling when Eelam People's Revolutionary
Liberation Front (EPRLF) militants attacked the naval
camp at Mandaithivu in retaliation lor the slaying of
37 Tamil fishermen Tuesday by Lankan navymen,
according to EPRLF sources.

A helicopter gunship which tried to chase away
the militants was also nit by shells from 'an anti-
aircraft weapon used by the militants and all aboard
died, the sources said.

• A report from Colombo, quoted a survivor of the
massacre as saying the victims' hands were tied
behind their backs and'their eyes gouged out
before they were killed. The bodies were laid in a
row at Gurunagar community Centre in Jaffna town,
the report said. •

Jatina observed a total hartal Wednesday against
the massacre of innocent fishermen.

The EPRLF said that 3 foreign vessels had
offloaded 300 armed men and also tanks at Karaina-
gar in Jaffna Tuesday. These ships also delivered
two armoured cars to the Karainagar camp.

L Ketheesvvaran , spokesman,
Eelam People's Revolutionary Liber-
ation Front (EPRLF), condemned the
LTTE at tack saying, "The ruthless
and murderous attack by the LTTE
on TELO camps has undoubtedly
left a permanent scar on the con-
sciousness of the Eelam people, who
are now placed in the pathetic si tua-
tion of witnessing their liberators
conduct ing themselves as mere mur-
derers, without a cause. The inten-
tions of LTTE makes us wonder
whether LTTE has a clear notion of
who are the friends and enemies of

n the Eelam movement." CJ

THE ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY OF INDIA. JUNE 8, 1956 31

Meanwhile, the Elam People's Revo-
lutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF),
one of the major Lanka Tamil militant
organisations, has rejected the offer
made by General Bhullar and Dr
S^yamy, regarding their direct participa-
tion in the Lanka Tamils' struggle
against ,' the onslaught of the
Jayewardene regime. The EPRLF also
called upon the tn i i world
urg. i :-. ; ,• : :'. ' ' •!. - ' : .T
the Government of India in > : s t - l i u r t s to
solve the ethnic crisis of Sri Lanka.

-- S DOKAIRAJ

Link March 23. 198(T
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