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The grieving mother of slain EPRLF deputy leader T, Subathiran holding onto her son’s face minut&s:
funeral parlour to be taken for cremation. Subathiran

=

before the coffin was closed yesterday at the
was killed by the LTTE. (Pic. by Eranga Jayawardena)

T5/AND — 20. 6.2003
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/ The Hindu : EPRLF leader shot dead Page 1 of 3

H INDU [Group Publications v}

Online edition of India's National Newspaper

Front Page

News: | | | |

| | [ I I
Advts: | | |

By V.S. Sambandan Stories in this Section

Archives

Features:

The EPRLF leader, Subatﬁlran Tharﬁbifajah, who was
assassinated by the LTTE in Jaffna today. — Photo:
Sriyantha Walpola

COLOMBO JUNE 14. In an ominous return to violence in Sri
Lanka, a top anti-LTTE leader, T. Subathiran (45), was
assassinated in the heart of northern Jaffna town early this
morning by an "unidentified sniper", allegedly an LTTE
sharpshooter, while a rebel ship, said to be carrying arms
was sunk off the eastern coast in a five-hour pre-dawn naval

Today's incidents are not entirely unexpected and are
indications that the stalled 15-month peace process is now
on a short fuse, with the possibilities of a relapse into armed
conflict increasing. Analysts see both political and military
motives for the LTTE, which has neither claimed nor denied
involvement in the killing of Subathiran.

http://www hinduonnet.com/stories/2003061505110100.htm 6/15/03
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WE SHALL NOT SURRENDER

With each passing moment, our beloved motherland is fast succumbing to the fascist forces of
LTTE terrorism, along with her children. the Sinhalese, Tamils and Muslims. With each passing
moment, the LTTE is increasing its power to decapitate, destroy and murder. With each passing
moment, the situation in the North and East of the country speeds along to the political abyss where
terror alone will reign, Prabhakaran’s thirst for blood is now increasingly finding expression in
liquidating everyone who dares to espouse the cause of democracy and treedom, especially Tamil parties,
organisations and individuals who refuse (o let the voices of the ordinary citizen be hijacked, mutated or
silenced.

The latest voice of sanity, voice of courage and humanity that was silenced was that of
EPRLF Deputy Leader, Thambirajah Subaddan, known Lo all simply as Comrade Robett. A fascist
organisation does not tolerate dissent. A fascist organisation assassinates those who object. This act of
fascism which took the life of one of the foremost champions of democracy and freedom in the Eastern
Pravince. It demonstrates, if indeed demonstration were necessary, the dictatorial intent of one of the
most ruthless terrorist to walk this earth, Velupillai Prabhakaran. After ethnically cleansing the
Northern Province of Sinhalese and Muslims, Prabhakaran is systematically bringing to a close his
other pet project: eliminating all opposilion to his megalomania among the Tamil community.

Comrade Robert wanted ordinary people to have a voice, and for this "crime" he paid with his
life. His voice was silenced. This silencing is perhaps most poetically complemented by another
silence; the deafening and in many ways deadly silence that the Southern "approver" of LTTE terrorism
has been maintaining about this latest wave of assassination. Ranil’s government, which waxes
eloquent about "returning to normalcy”, "democracy”, "pluralism" and "transparency”, has in many
ways been the co-sponsor of these murders and been the ever-willing protector of the murderers. He has
used the MoU to disarm all those opposed to the LTTE’s fascist project and hand them over, tied,
gagged and open-chested, to Prabhakaran’s death dispensing thugs. The North and East is once again
being turned into a mass cemetery, a graveyard of democracy and the free exercise of the people’s will.
Ranil has willingly become the grave digger, consciously burying Prabhakaran’s victims.

We unequivocally condemn this act of terrorism and place the blame squarely on the shoulders
of the LTTE as well as Ranii’s government and the SLMM who are bending over backwards to
footnote this and other such acts of fascism as "the work of unidentified gunmen".

On February 22, 2002, when Ranil Wickremesinghe authored the MoU with Balasingham and
Norway, provision was iade to allow the LTTE to disarm the PLOTE, EPRLF (Varadaraja) and
EPDP. Naturally, given this free hand, the LTTE proceeded to assassinate every Tami} opposed to its
murderous agenda. As of today, 26 Tamils attached to the Army’s intelligence network and 21 members
of the above Tamil parties have been gunned down by Prabhakaran’s goons. This assassination wave
will not cease until each and every Tamil leader who has a voice that can be called a voice is silenced.
This, we are convinced, is just the precursor to the massive military onslaught that the LTTE is
planning to unleash on the entire island. What befell Comrade Robert today, will no doubt be the fate
- of all Sinhala and Muslim leaders opposed to Prabhakaran the Fascist and his approver in the South,
Ranil Wickremesinghe.

History teaches us that fascism is defeated only when all the forces opposed to it shed their
various differences and come together in a broad political front. It is not too late for all of us who
respect human freedom and the norms of democracy to come together and rid our country and our people
of this menace, this aberration that political processes have spawned. We emphasise that now is the
time for all Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim groups opposed to the LTTE to come together. While saluting
Comrade Robert for his fearless defence of human liberty and his courage in the face of constant threat
to his life, we reiterate that this is not the time to let go, not the time to fall back, not the time to give
up or surrender, but the time to fight. That, we truly believe, is the best salute we can offer
Thambirajah Subaddan. That, we truly believe, is what he would expect from us.

NATIONAL MOVEMENT AGAINST TERRORISM

.45, Isipathana Mawatha, Colombo 5
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of

ubathiran
S Chavakachcheri,
better known by the
code name of Robert, and
of the EPRLF - Varathara-
japerumal faction, is no
more. He had been
gunned down by a mur-
derer, while exercising
from the roof-top of his
flat June 14.
I had got to know him
when my institution
required some help from
the Army and the EPRLF
rnd the EPDP were the

only groups that could do
anything for the people in
the North East. Regard-
less of their politics and
ours, many of us Tamils
went to themn and later on
kept quiet about whose
help we had got.

I got to know Robert as
a caring man, an idealist.
He went out of his way to
help and showed how
much heart he had. My
lassessment of his charac-
ter proved correct when
he rose to the needs of the
times and demonstrated
his mettle working closely
with the TNA in running
the Jaffna Municipal
Council within a refresh-
ingly democratic frame-
work and serving the
Tamil public in many
ways. .

By accident of history,
like many other idealistic
Tamil youth of the early
nineteen eighties, Robert
had joined a liberation

be ascendant and then fell
victim to the Tamil fascist
politics of joining the
bandwagon or being
deemed a traitor and
being damned as one.
Many took the easy way
out by leaving the coun-
try.

It was not an option for
a leader like Robert on
whom many of the cadre
depended. He could not
abandon them. He chose
to stay on and work for
democracy and political
space for the Tamil peo-
ple.

In the process, he, and
others like him under
physical threat had to
make alliances with the
Sri Lankan Army.

It was a no-win situa-
tion. The dynamics of
Tamil politics is tilted
against any idealist who
seeks the Army’s protec-
tion from the LTTE. Thus
we simultaneously have
an  endorsement of
Robert’s high calibre and
a revelation' of the cyni-
cism of Tamil politicians
in the remark of a man
from a nationalistic fac-
tion of the TNA. “Yes,
everyone in Jaffna says
that Robert was a good
man who helped the pub-
lic in many ways. But why
was he with the EPRLF
(V)?” It was a callous
endorsement of Robert's
murder and a revelation
of how many Tamil politi-
cians use murder by their

Robert’s indictment

proxies as their route to
pOWer.

The last time I saw
Robert, his movements
were largely restricted to
his party offices, and the
lean young man I first
knew had become over-
weight through confine-
ment. His was the lonely
life of a hunted man that
did not permit the com-
forts of a wife or the plea-
sures of children. As I
conversed with him and
recognised the coura-
geous idealism he showed
- idealism that I markedly
lacked. I realised that he
was likely soon to be
killed, like his father and
by the same determined
people who had killed his
father. I was moved to a
quiet tear or two which I
quickly wiped away. And
he did not comments and
seemed politely not to
notice. But if in those
brief moments, he real-
ized that there are those
who loved him and recog-
nised the humanity in
him, it would ease my
bereavement at this dark
hour.

I wished to write a
longer tribute describing
how Robert helped me
and sign my name to it.
But my family has strictly
enjoined me not to jeop-
ardise my safety when I
have a wife and children
depending on me. I
understand that Robert's
bady now lies at a funeral

movement that was not to

T I S R I T

parlour in Kanatte and|
his only sister is arriving‘

from Canada. I then
wished to at least pay a
courtesy call at the par
lour. But the family has
reacted fearfully by -get
ting senior TULFers to tell
me that they themselves
failed to attend his funer-
al in Jaffna despite the
warmth they felt for him
and that I should not take|
the risk of being noted.

I am now resigned to
accepting that I am a very|
ordinary man, a cowardly|
pigmy by the side of the|:
toweringly courageous|
Robert, fired by his youth-
ful idealism. Even in
death he indicts the entire
Tamil community and
forces us to think about
what kind of people we
have become, when we|
cannot acknowledge
friends; not even in death,

To his sister and other
members of the family, I
say this: There may not be
many non-EPRLF people
at the funeral. But in|
truth there are many of us
cowards who respect and
value what Rabert stood|
for and acknowledge hig
humanity. One day, surely,
we will be able to call our
selves openly his friends,
As Robert meets his
maker, be assured that]
Robert will be judged far
more kindly than the

Tamil community. e i
i sibnl
Tamil Coward !irudespd
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The UNP government is responsible

for the assassination of Subanthiran

The Committee for Democracy and Justice unhesitantly condemns the assassination of
Mr.Thambirajah Subathiran, popularly know as Robert, by the LTTE on 14th June 2003.

Subathiran was an elected member of the Jaffna Municipal Council and a popular and a respected leader.
Although he was a leading member of the Eelam Peoples Revolutionary Left Front (EPRLF), he was able to
work with other political organisations to promote the interest of the people of Jaffna. Subathiran was a
courageous political activist committed to equal rights, democracy, pluralism and social justice. He eschewed
mindless violence and extremist ethno-centrism of the LTTE. Unlike some spineless Tamil politicians,
Subathiran was never ready to genuflect before Prabakaran, whom he considered a ruthless and a murder-
ous megalomaniac that only pretended to speak for the Tamil community.

The MoU facilitated the smuggling of arms

Subathiran is one of many Tamil political activists in the North and East who has been assassinated by the
LTTE in recent weeks. This is a direct result of the policy that has been pursued by the UNP since they came
to power in December 2001. The so-called Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) permitted the LTTE not
only to retain their arms but also to infiltrate armed cadres into government-controlled areas in the North and
East. Although the MoU prohibits such movements, it is an open secret that the LTTE has moved a large
number of their cadres and smuggled large quantities of arms, including heavy weapons into these areas.
Time and again the security forces have warned Mr. Ranil Wickremeasinghe and his ministers about these
fransgressions, but such warning have fallen on deaf ears. At the same time Ranil's government has withdrawn
the arms that had been given to some of the Tamil activists, in order to protect themselves.

The SLMM

The response of the Norwegian controlled Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission to complaints about these LTTE
killings have met with the bizarre response that there was no evidence to prove that these acts have been

committed by the LTTE. No doubt, tomorrow they might even claim that Prabakaran has become a Sunday
school teacher and has given up all violence!

A sick joke

The response of Mr. Wickremasinghe, to the LTTE’s continuing campaign of murder had been no less
instructive. He has appointed a commission of inquiry to probe these killings. This is nothing short of a sick
joke. It is clear that his' government has not only prevented the police and security forces from doing their
duty, but by withdrawing protection from Tamil political activists who espouse democracy and pluralism, they
have left them vulnerable and defenceless.

The CDJ not only condemns fascist goons LTTE who organised the murders of Subathiran and others, but

also unreservedly condemns the Ranil Wickremasinghe government of for facilitating this continuing campaign
of assassinations.

SELF DEFENCE IS NO OFFENCE

T e face Of S CalnpangT Ul assassmations Winci threatens o fqadate att independent mnded tarmt—————
activists, and the silent acquiescence in, and perhaps the willing facilitation of, such violence by the UNP
government, all those who oppose this fascist campaign of the LTTE must begin to organise their self-
defence. If the UNP regime is unable or unwilling to protect ordinary citizens and ensure that they are able to
exercise their fundamental rights of freedom of speech and assembly without fear of death or intimidation,

then the people have an inalienable right to use any means necessary to protect themselves.

For the Committee for Democracy and Justice in Sri Lanka
17" June 2003
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‘Brave politico Subathiran pays £

- suprem

By Rohan Mathes

. At the funeral of the EPRLF deputy leader
Thambirajah Subathiran (Robert)” who was
gunned down by a LTTE sniper in Vembadi,
Jaffna by an unknown gunman, the JVP propa-
ganda secretary Wimal Weerawansa in his ora-
tion at the Borella, Kanatte said the govern-
ment on its quest for peace is negotiating on
bended knees with the fascist Tigers as per the
agenda of the Norwegians and brave politi-
cians in the calibre of Thambirajah Subatpiran
(Comrade Robert) has paid the price by sacri-
ficing his life. This brutal and barbaric political
assassination reminds us that the time has

e price'
Muslims to unite in ordér to crush the L ¥ f
for which the JVP is totally committed.

Speaking at the funeral, veteran journal
and senior lecturer of Political Scieng
University of Colombo Dayan Jayatila
referred to the slain leader as a brave 2
courageous politician who strived his” utmg§
to join hands with the Sinhalese e,md_ reachis
peaceful political solution, He openly ch s
lenged the fascism of the LTTE, while livig
within the very mouth of the Tigers in Jaffng:s
The government is offering more and mOEE:
lives to the Tigers as sacrifices which thes

Tigers are readily accepting and gunnfn_ :
down. All opposition parties in the North. andy

come for all the progressive forces of the qoun;
try, including the Sinhalese, Tamils and the :

South must now decide whether they are
also prepared to service the ongoing state ter-
rorism in the South or unite as a strong
alliance bridging the North and the South,
against this reign of terror in the country, said
Dayan Jayatilake.

PA parliamentarian Mangala Samaraweera
said that Robert was a mild mannered politi-
cian of a few words and sacrificed his life in
Jaffna due to his desire of living with his
people whom he loved.

Govemnor of the Western Province Alavi
Mowlana, former minister and parliamentar-
ian Batty Weerakoon, Communist Party gen-
eral secretary Dew Gunasekera, veteran jour-
nalist Sunanda Deshapriya, Ms. Suneela
Abeysekera representing the Movement for

which are given to students freefbf charge.
Zonal Educational Directors whgfparticipat-
ed in a special in-service orightation ses-
sions of this series titled ‘Mltiple Book
Option’ told us that each st
given a book of his or her
for the rest of the subjects ftudents will have
to buy the books,” said tife Convenor of the
Inter University Stugdents’ Federation,
Ravindra Mudalige.

Government’s movg to introduce a new set
of school texts whigh will have to be pur-
chased by the studgnts from grade 1 to 11 is
proposed to be effective next year is the last
nail on the cofffn of free education in Sri
Lanka, he sai

Under the

oposed Multiple Book Option

Brave politico...  From page 1

International Justice and Equality, EPRLF
spokesman Thurairatnam, PLOTE leader
Siddarthan and several other Tamil politi-
cians also spoke.

Messages of condolence of the President
and the Minister of Power and Energy Karu
Jayasuriya on behalf of the government were
read out at the funeral ceremony.

The EPDP leader Douglas Devananda too
was present to pay homage to his slain col-
league under tight security. He did not deliv-
er a funeral oration, due to security reasons.
Later, when interviewed by the media said
that the LTTE must take full responsibility
for the political assassination of Subathiran.

Meanwhile, according to a communique of
funeral organising committee of Subathiran,

No free text...

The said series was prepared J)y the
National Institute of Educationand was
printed and published by outsjjfe bodies to
the ministry, he said. 3

When the zonal educatiogfll directors and
teachers pointed out thaggfnost of the stu-
dents would not be ablg’to buy these addi-
tional books due togfinancial constraints,
Education Ministry/ has stated that they
would provide suffficient copies of this text
book series to sgfiool libraries. “However,
we have a serigfs doubt whether this gov-

From page 1

Contd. on page 4/

_thgf, how many schools in remote  d

il

the slain politician has been committed to thie
principles of pluralism, democracy arid
human rights. It has urged the President arad
the Prime Minister to take all legitimate g nd;
necessary measures to prevent the terror : of
the LTTE aimed at silencing the voice of 1,¢a;
son and dignity. »

A communique issued by the Nati 54l
Movement Against Terrorism, has unequiivo-
ccally condemned this act of terrorism¥and
placed the blame squarely on the shou‘%ers
of the LTTE as well " as anil
Wickremesinghe’s government ar'u;l qthe,
SLMM stating that they are bending btk
wards to footnote this and other such ats 6%
fascism as “‘the work of unidentific:d;guns

2

men .

1ae

RuPL

Heut
students but this move will clearly disesimi-
nate more than half of studep@fiopulatipn,

he said. “This is governmen
egy to shift its responsibilj
books to students whosg
burdened heavily wi
exercise books and
certainly defeat th
our students ri
Mudalige said.

When cont

an other gtrafr;
of giving free
arents. are already
the priice hikes i
ther stati.onery. ‘W'l
manoeuy res to sell out:
ts for frew: educatiopyy;

SUETEG
ted a spokizsman of .the
Ministry of Efiman Resource Developmett;’
Education gnd Cultural A ffairs yestérday’
denied thgfallegations leveliled by the HYSF.
ly proposed course compgoment
ultiple Book Option willpgt,
> poor students from studying. . And,

assigned
extracts

teachers to read prescribed
the proposed series of text books.

R e P s L ey

course ?S-ludy. the students will- be_ at_‘eas
Y

' ve Tibraries” he queried,
The JIUSF will not protest against the
increfise of existing work load for school

—ich o
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EFPRLF seeks concerted effort
to end LTTE killing spree

The EPRLF (Varathar
faction) has called on the
government, the opposi-
tion, human rights groups,
the diplomatic community
and members of the civic
society to act immediately
to bring an end to the
LTTE's killing spree and
other acts of violence.

In a tribute released by
the party to commemorate
the slain EPRLF deputy
leader Thambirajah Suba-
thiran, the EPRLF also
condemned the LTTE for
what it called the brutal
and treacherous killing and
accused it of relegating the
Tamil people to the status
of orphans without a lead-
ership.

The party said in the trib-
ute which was released to
coincide with the funeral of
the slain leader on
Thursday:

"We strongly and vehe-
mently condemn the brutal
assassination by the LTTE
of Comrade Thambirajah
Subathiran alias Robert of
the EPRLF on 14.06.03
early morning at the
EPRLF office at Hospital
Road, Jaffna. Born in Nu-
navil, Chavakachcheri on
24.12.1957 Comrade Sub-
athiran strived for the
rlghts ofthe Tamll People

otV e L L e vt
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depressed castes, and for
women's rights. His com-
mitment to these just strug-
gles began during his
school days. He joined the
EPRLF at its very incep-
tion in the eighties and de-
voted his entire life for the
party, remaining a bachelor
till his untimely death at
the age of 46. In 1985 he
was arrested by the Sri
Lankan Army and detained
for more than two years.
He was released in 1987
after the Indo-Lanka Ac-
cord. He continued this
party work with commit-
ment and dedication during
the period of the EPRLF-
led North-East Provincial
Council when Comrade A.
Varatharajaperumal —was
the Chief Minister.

“In 1990 after the de-in-
duction of the Indian Peace
Keeping Force and the de-
stabilization of the EPRLEF-
led North-East Provincial
Council due to the unholy
alliance between the Pre-
madasa Government and
the LTTE, he left for India
and rendered his services to
the Tamil refugees in India.

"He returned to Sri Lan-
ka in 1994 and continued
with his party work. Com.
Subathiran was a member

of the politburo of the

e =afy el

was a pivotal member of
the collective leadership
that emerged after the as-
sassination of Comrade
Pathmanabha by the LTTE
in 1990. In 1997 the
EPRLF contested the local
government elections in
the North and Com. Suba-
thiran was elected a mem-
ber of the Jaffna Municipal
Council. He involved him-
self enthusiastically in all
the restructuring activities
of the Jaffna Municipal
Council including the re-
construction of the Jaffna
Public Library. He played
a keen role along with oth-
er Council Members$ in the
effort to reopen the Jaffna
Public Library for the use
of the public. But, the
LTTE through threats and

undue influence vetoed
this effort.
"Robust and always

smiling, Com. Subathiran
was loved and respected
by all party cadres and
members who affection-
ately called him 'Robert
Tholar.'

"He was the only son in
the family and is survived
by his aged mother and the
elder sister. Incidentally,
Com. Subathiran's father
Thambirajah was kidnap-
ped and murdered by the

S st/ M
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the de-induction of the In-

dian Peace Keeping Force. |

"The megalomaniacal
LTTE clan in their attempt
for a totalitarian control of
the North-East, are of late

treacherously, villainously '

and brutally involved in a
spate of killings of the
Tamil political leaders who
do not toe their line and
who vociferously advocate
democracy, pluralism and
human rights in the North-
East. The nihilism of the
LTTE has only relegated

the Tamil people to the sta--

tus of orphans without a
leadership.

"We therefore earnestly
appeal to the government,
opposition parties, the dip-
lomatic missions, human
rights activists, NGOs and
the intelligentsia to move
in this matter immediately
with a view to bringing an
end to the killings and oth-
er brutal activities by the
LTTE. Com. Subathiran
may not be the last 'Peace
Dove' or the last victim
felled by the LTTE. It is al-
so more than a mere coin-
cidence that the funeral of
Comrade Subathiran on
June 19, should coincide

with the 13th death anni-

versary of our leader and
mentor Comrade Pathma-
nabha."
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The murder of T. Subathiran: Sri Lanka's end g

Report by University Teachers for Human Rights (Jaffna) c.emmo:

The murder of Thambira-
jah Subathiran (Robert)
may signel the end of Sri
Lanka's peace process, yet
many in Colombo and the
wider world will not even
recognize his name, The pa-
pers would catry short noti-
ces describing him, as the
deputy leader of the Vara-
tharajaperumal wing of the
EPRLF, an insignificant po-
litical force by conventional
assessments, But the LTTE
scrutinizes its enemies very
minutely, and undoubtedly
came to & very different
conclusion.

: Subathiran was among
the few remaining bold and
assertive members of the
democratic
scene in the North-East of
Sri Lanka. Always under
pressure, the democratic
hope, which that movement
representzd, has been driv-
en to near suffocation by
LTTE repression, compoun-
ded by Norwegian arro-
gance and the myopic op-
portunism of the UNP.
Though cruelly deprived of
the opportunity to do great-
er things for his people,
Subathiran's courage and
his services to the Jaffna
Municipal Council as a firm
and clear democratic voice
will be remembered. He ad-
vocated constructive coop-
eration with the TULF do-
minated Council.

 During his period as
touncillor, two mayors,
Sarojini Yogeswaran and
Sivapalan, were murdered
by the LTTE. Subathiran
played a key role in defying
the LTTE's threats and giv-
ing his fellow councillors
the heart to carry on. Those
who knew Subathiran were
deeply struck by his large
humanity and readiness to
cast aside narrow loyalties
for the greater welfare of

the people. This was part of
the Marxist inspiration the
group's pioneers had imbi-
bed. Subathiran was a pillar
of strength to the last may-
or, Mr. Sellan Kandaiyan, in
standing up to the LTTE's
intimidation and attempts to
take over the functions of
the Council, This brought
him into direct confronta-
tion with the LTTE and its
agents, where he was firm
and assured, but always a
polite voice of reason, Ev-
ery society in crisis produ-
ces individuals, who will, to
the last, stand up for truth
and justice against hopeless
odds. Subathiran will surely
not be the last of them in the
Tamil community.

In the run-up to the recent
donor meeting in Tokyo,
which the Tigers decided to
boycott, LTTE attacks on
Tamil opponents reached
alarming proportions. The
Tigers have targeted not on-
ly active members of op-
posing groups, but also hun-
dreds of individuals who
had left these groups long
ago, had young families and
were leading civilian lives.
Subathiran himself was
struggling to help the com-
munity cope as the pressure
intensified.

On 12th June, two days
before Subathiran was kil-
led, the LTTE attacked for-
mer EPRLF member Naga-
muttu Nagendran (35) in
Chunnakam, Jaffna, with
swords and knives. Nagen-
dran, a father of five,
screamed, and the assailants
ran away leaving the victim
with one hand severed and
the other hanging limp.

- On 6th June the LTTE
cut with a sword and badly
injured reserve police con-
stable Sathasivam Sarva-
nanda (31), a father of two,
in Thimilativu, Batticaloa.

=y

Inthe night of the same
day, 6th June, the LTTE
threw a grenade at two for-
mer TELO members in Kal-
lady, Batticaloa, retumning
from a temple festival. One
of them, Velusamy Samuel
(30) was killed with his
one-year-old daughter Na-
veena.

* The following morning
(7th) Ramasamy Vijayana-
than (33), a former EPDP
member who was watering
plants at a restaurant in
Thirugnanasambanda
Street, Trincomalee, where
he was working, was shot
dead by LTTE gun men.

On 10th June, the LTTE
shot dead Subramaniam
(32), father of a child, at
Maharambaikulam, Vavu-
niya

-On 12th June, the LTTE
threw a grenade into a Mus-
lim restaurant in Valaiche-
nai, which was open during
an LTTE-ordered hartal in-
juring six persons. Haniffa
(60) and Meerasaibo were
admitted to Batticaloa Hos-
pital with severe injuries.

On 12th June, the LTTE
shot and injured Sivasegar-
am Vijayasegaram
(Arasan), a former member
of the EPRLF, now em-
ployed as a UC driver, in
Chelvanayakapuram, Trin-
comalee.

During this period, it fell
to Subathiran to go around
the North-East and visit par-
ty offices, in which local
members lived under siege,
to keep up their spirits. At
dfwn, on 14th June, Suba-
thiran was killed by sniper
fire from the direction of
Vembadi Girls' School
while exercising on the flat
above the EPRLF(V) office.
One bullet struck his shoul-
der and the other bullet had
caused internal bleeding in
the chest.

Shortly afterwards party
members went to the school
with the Police and exam-

‘ined a three story building

from the upper floor of
which it |s possible to have
a view of the flat on the
EPRLEF(V) office 200 yards
away, The classrooms were
locked. In one classroom,
which the watcher opened
for them at their request,
they found the window net-
ting cut to make space for
the barrel of a rifle, a table
placed near the window
with the sand bag on it to
keep the rifle steady, and
some biscuit packets and an
empty 1.5 litre bottle of so-
da. The Police have arested
the watcher, Party members
had seen Easwaran, the
LTTE's area leader for Nal-
lur, in the Vembadi Girl's
School grounds the previ-
ous afternoon. This had
been denied by 2 school
watcher with whom they
checked immediately.

EPRLF-LTTE relations
= A tragic story of a strog-
gle destroyed from within

The LTTE had been kill-
ing members for the EPRLF
by stealth and deceit from
1985, reaching epic proper-
tions upon the departure of
the IPKF in 1990. Those
who survived were refugees
in India for a time, where in
June 1990 the LTTE gun-
ned down several of its
leaders, including the char-
ismatic Padmanabha.

Like Subathijran, many in
the group were committed
democrats, Having suffered
severely at the LTTE's
hands, they attempted to do
political work behind the
cover provided by the Indi-
an Army. [n the fight to pre-
vent the LTTE from wreck-
ing any political process urn-
der the Indo-Lanka Accord,
democratic  ideals were

compromised, “There was an
orgy of killing and counter-
killing. Subathiran's father
Thambirajah too was arres-
ted and killed by the LTTE
during this period.

.Several of the group's sur-
vivors painfully evaluated
thelr experience and deci-
ded to return to Sri Lanka
and do political work avold-
ing any operational links to
the state forces. They star-
ted publishing their paper
'Puthiyakannottam'(New

Vision). This was a difficult
period, The massive killing
of Tamil civilians by the Sri
Larkan Army in-1990/91
gave the LTTE a new legiti-
macy in the eyes of the
world. As the Army got
bogged down, the Tamil
Press in Colombo, and even
many former militants from
groups decimated by LTTE
terror, and politicians like
Kumar Ponnambalam who

had been very critical of the’

LTTE, gravitated towards

the LTTE's ultra-nationalist

slogans. For many of them,
resisting the LTTE's terror
appeared futile and unre-
warding. ;

The EPRLF reestablished
its Jaffna office in 1997 and
obtained 15% of the vote in
the 1998 municipal elec-
tions, a creditable perform-
ance for a party that could
not 2o out and canvass. The
party found itself in deep
crisis in 1999 when its Gen-
eral Secretary Suresh Pre-
machandran made a deal
with the LTTE and walked
out with nearly all party's
money and property held by
him in trust. At this time the
LTTE's terror too became
more intense. But most
members of the group
stayed with Subathiran.

It is misleading to judge
the significance of 2 party
by counting votes in a

skewed environment crush-
ed by terror. Anyone famili-
ar with the scene knows that
the people long for a way
out of the death trap set by
the LTTE, but cannot, for
the fear to express It cafi«
cretely, Privately, at léast,
there i3 tremendous appre-
ciation of people who stand
up to the terror and give
hope of an alternative. On
the contrary, those who
have joined the TNA have
nat done so out of any faith
in the LTTE's politics, and
their role is to ensure that
the Tamil people are crush-
ed. Not surprisingly, they

‘were the cheerleaders of the

cz.w Zodzmw nnmnn ?,on.

Zo one EE._ EQ passing
knowledge of the LTTE can
call the fate to which the
Norway-sponsored cease-
fire MoU subjected the non-
LTTE groups, an innocent
aw._zﬂ_mﬂna It was sheer
cynicism., The arms these
groups had for their pro-
tection were removed and
the LTTE was allowed into,
the moﬁiinn?no:n.o:na
areas with practically no
checks.- To say that the
LTTE was unarmed was
convenient fiction; the
public . knew otherwise,
The SLMM and the UNP
remained silent as abduc-
tions and killings of per-
sons opposed to the LTTE
accelerated. The Govern-
ment even helpfully dis-
tracted the public fromthe
LTTE's killing .of Tamil
members of the Sri Lan-
kan Army,‘ by surrepti-
tiously pinning on the vic-
tims the label 'Tamil infor-
mants'.

Amidst BEdmn and the
abduction of children for
use as combatants, the
Government and Norway
got the rest of the world to

amne
Dazy MIRRIR =

praise the peace uSnn s,
When confronted with yi-
olations by the LTTE, 53.
simply said that there wa

no evidence - oi..._«_._nn or

groups i:o tried to & W
the attention of Norwegfan
or SLMM officials to
plight,” found themseldes
effectively . rebuffgd,

the point of rudeness.
the Norwegians, those jn-
sisting on building & m
preserving  democrd
norms were a nuisance.

Ooun_E.o:

trouble, the Qo..
seems to be satisfied ¥
post-dated cheques fiom
donors supposedly ‘wijrth
four and a half E:.o_._ o._-
lars.
Peace groups in Colgm-
bo, who_ under’ uRﬁ. ng
from their overseas '
ners' praised appeasenjent
of the LTTE in the namy of
peace a grand ‘idea,,
had some much belate wm.n
terthoughts about demopra
cy and human rights in i the
North-East. With activeen-
couragement . from ||the
LTTE; its wmnam and Eo

party mediation and irjter-
_._szo:m_ _E_.o?qagﬂ _.

terlocutors who were|pay-
ing _.omc_m._. pilgrimagds to

m M%w

the Vanni m_._n_ v«nw_:m itto
go to the Tokyo- Confer-
ence. Even the bizarre side-
show of the LTTE's well

‘_ucc__n_u& binge _._.E_.no::m

democratic opponents, and

' .&S__E.G. did not appear to

dampen their enthusiasmi or
the strength of their entrea-

ir " ties. All this pleading did

not help to allay the LTTE's
fears that someone, at the
Tokyo Conference, might
extract from it & pledge,
even a merely formal one;-
to respect democracy and
human rights, Against that
risk, even the prospect of
Tokyo's multi-million dollar
cheques turned sour. .~ *

Hﬁmﬁnﬂunﬁnﬁn&. y

nival is coming to a close
and the country faces, bar-
ring a miraculous reprieve,
the terrible cruelties of war.
Tolerating . human 1%
m.ccmam by the LTIE in 55

us. forimis. during the proc-
ess has not yielded any
opening -for the people to
‘assett their will. It rather re-

inforced totalitarian control

5o that the LTTE may once

“more force the people to-
wards a gﬂ&&.no not

* The question is whether,
even at this extremity,, the
international communify 5
prepared to make, people
and their well-being central
to" the process? Has the
Government, which created
2 nightmare in the name of
peacg, learnt enough to deal
with what is coming with-
out inflicting further horrors
on the Tamil people? Does
the Opposition command
the mﬁnﬂawﬁ?u to be re-

a“ strained in its quest for

power, and to"guide the
Government through the'in-
itial crisis while ensufing
that the ordinacy Tamil citi-
zen is treated with m_.ﬂn_.:m_
concemn?

A
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Murder of T. Subathiran

Sri Lanka’s end game

Press statement issued by the ca?mﬁu#w ﬂnnnrm.a .aaﬁ zuﬂna

Rights (Jaffna) UTHR(])

he murder of Thambirdjah

Subatairan (Robert) may signal

the end of Sri Lanka’s peace
process, yet many in Colombo ard the
wider world will not even recognize his
name. The papers would carry short
notices describing him as the deputy
leader of th= -Varatharajaperumal wing
of the EPRLEF, an insignificant political
force by conventional assessments. But
the LTTE scrutinizes its enemies very
B:::mq_ and undoubtedly came to a
very different conclusion.

Subathiran was among the few
remaining bold and assertive membeTs
of the beleaguered democratic scene in
the North-East of Sri Lanka. Always
under pressure, the democratic hope,

which that movement represented, has .

been driven to near suffocation by
LTTE repression, compounded by
Norwegian arrogance and the myopic
opportunism of the UNP. Though cruel-
ly deprived of the opportunity to do
greater things for his people,
Subathiran’s courage and his services to
the Jaffna Municipal Council as a firm
and clear democratic voice will be
remembered. He advocated construc-
tive cooperation with the TULF domi-
nated Council.

During h:s period as councillor, two
mayors, Sarojini Yogeswaran and
Sivapalan, were murdered by the LTTE.
Subathiran played a key role in defying
the LTTE’s threats and giving his fellow
councillors the heart to carry on. Those
who knew Subathiran were deeply
struck by his large humanity and readi-
ness to cast aside narrow loyalties for
the greater welfare of the people. This
was part of the Marxist inspiration the

‘group’s ' pioneefs” :r.wa imbibed.

Subathitan was a pillar'of strength to
the last rhayor, Mr. Sellan Kandaiyan, in
standing up to the LTTE’s intimidation

. and attempts to take over the functions

of the Council. Thi§ brought him into
direct confrontation with the LTTE and

its agents, where he was firm and

Subathiran was killéd, the LTTE
attacked former EPRLF member
Nagamuttu Nagendran (35) in
Chunnakam, Jaffna, with swords and
knives. Nagendran, a father of five,
screamed, and the assailants ran away
leaving the victim with one hand sev-
ered and the other hanging limp.

On 6th June the LTTE cut with a
sword and badly injured reserve police
constable Sathasivam Sarvananda (31),
a father of two, in .HEB:E?F

_._ ctwoﬁﬁ::.wq...... o._“.__n.n.w_ cz_.... _a__,_

assured, but always a polite voice of
reason. Every society in crisis produces
individuals, who will, to the last, stand
up for truth and justice against hopeless
odds. Subathiran will surely not be the
last of them in the Tamil community.

In the run-up to the recent donor
meeting in Tokyo, which the Tigers
decided to boycott, LTTE attacks on
Tamil opponents reached alarming pro-
portions. The Tigers have targeted not
only active members of opposing
groups, but also hundreds of individuals
who had left these groups long ago, had
young families and were leading civil-
ian lives. Subathiran himself was strug-
gling to help the community cope as the
pressure intensified.

On 12th June, two days before

Batticaloa.

On the night of the same day, 6th
June, the LTTE threw a grenade at two
former TELO members in Kallady,
Batticaloa, returning from a temple fes-
tival. One of them, Velusamy Samuel
(30) was killed with his one-year-old
daughter Naveena.

The following morning (7th)
Ramasamy Vijayanathan (33), a former
EPDP member who was watering plants
at a restaurant in Thirugnanasambandar
Street, Trincomalee, where he was
working, was shot dead by LTTE gun
merl.

On 10th June, the LTTE shot dead
Subramaniam (32), father of a child, at
Maharambaikulam, Vavuniya.

. M&hm_@.u
T4 Ree3 :

=it
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On 12th June, the LTTE threw 3 _
grenade into a Muslim _.....m.. E.mg:_a )
Valaichenai, which was ono: E.E.m. t«u__
LTTE-ordered hartal injuring| six per- "
sons. Haniffa (60) and Meerasdibo wére ‘"
admitted to Batticaloa In.m. tal «SFC
severe injuries.

On 12th June, the LTTE | khot and’™
injured Sivasegaram Vijaydsegarai'
(Arasan), a formér membet of th&!*
EPRLF, now employed as a UC driver,...,
in Oro?mbmwm.w%:nwa Trincgmalee.

" 'During this period, it|| fell to
Subathiran to go around the Nprth-Eakg{a s
and visit party offices, in which logal*-
members lived under siege, g keep up
their spirits. At dawn, on 14th Jumg;T
Subathiran was killed by smiper firgs<:
from the direction of Vembadi Girlgs, .
School while exercising on|the flafii
above the EPRLF(V) office. (ne bulles; ¥+
struck his shoulder and the other bullet:
had caused internal bleeding in zravmg_
chest. ~armhg

Shortly afterwards party |nembeis]
went to the school with the Pplice andri
examined a three story buildjng frétms v
the upper floor of which it is pgssible i 1y
have a view of the flat on the EPRLF(¥) i1
office 200 yards away. The clpssroonidi 1!
were locked. In one classroof, whictshnt
the watcher opened for them at their®
request, they found the windoy nettirg:ir
cut to make space for the ba
rifle, a table placed near the
with the sand bag on it to keef the rifié: ¢
steady, and some biscuit packets and u:;
empty 1.5 litre bottle of sgda. The!’
Police have arrested the watcler. wm:%
members had seen Easw
LTTE’s area leader for Nallt
Vembadi Girl’s School ground
vious afternoon. This had be
by a school watcher with wH
checked immediately.

Continued on Pdge 1
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The Hindu : EPRLF leader shot dead

killed in a string of killings allegedly by the Tigers since last
February's ceasefire .agreement, the sunk rebel vesse! is the
seécond one "suspected to be carrying arms, ammunition and
warlike equipment” to go down off the eastern seas since
March.

Subathiran (a.k.a Robert), de-facto leader of a faction of the
Eelam People's Revolutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF)
opposed to the Tigers, was shot dead at 6.18 a.m., Jaffna
police told The Hindu.

The details of the sinking of the LTTE ship off the eastern
coast are still unknown, with conflicting versions given by
the Navy and the Tigers to the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission
(SLMM). The fate of 12 "Sea Tiger crewmembers, who
jumped overboard", and a small boat, which was operating
near the rebel ship, is unknown.

Subathiran, who recently condemned the Tigers for the
recent killings of "informants", fell to a single bullet midway
through his morning exercises on his office rooftop, police
said.

As the second in command of the faction led by the former
Chief Minister of the northeast, A. Varadaraja Perumal, the
slain Subathiran was the leader of the EPRLF in Jaffna, but
with Mr. Perumal now in India, ‘Robert' was the head of his
faction in the island.

On the military front, analysts saw the possibility of *Robert'
working in tandem with the Army as a likely damper on any
future LTTE advance in the Jaffna peninsula.

Politically, as a part of a core of a fledging, alternative Tamil
grouping, Subathiran was seen_as a possible non-LTTE
member in any proposed interim administrative council, in
which the Tigers are demanding a majority stake, to run the
northeast.

Of the sinking of the LTTE ship, amid conflicting reports from
the Navy and the Tigers, the SLMM has sent a two-member
team to investigate the incident. The Defence Ministry said
that the ship was spotted at 3.15 a.m. this morning, "175
nm off the eastern Mullaittivu coast". The LTTE, for its part,
says the incident took place about 266 nm off the
Trincomalee coast, further south of Mullaittivu.

According to the Navy, the information given by the crew of
the intercepted rebel ship — that its name was "SOSHIN",
registered in Belize and was arriving from Surabaya (in
Indonesia), — "was false". The Sri Lanka Navy ' exercised
its right to self-defence' after the LTTE vessel opened fire at
its naval craft with "medium calibre machine aguns'. The

Page 2 of 3

rebel ship was reportedly sunk around 8.40 a.m., a Defence
Ministry statement said.

Printer friendly
Send this article to Friends by

News:

http://www.hinduonnet.com/stories/2003061505110100.htm
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The UNP government is responsible

for the assassination of Subanthiran

The Committee for Democracy and Justice unhesitantly condemns the assassination of
Mr.Thambirajah Subathiran, popularly know as Robert, by the LTTE on 14th June 2003.

Subathiran was an elected member of the Jaffna Municipal Council and a popular and a respected leader.
Although he was a leading member of the Eelam Peoples Revolutionary Left Front (EPRLF), he was able to
work with other political organisations to promote the interest of the people of Jaffna. Subathiran was a
courageous political activist committed to equal rights, democracy, pluralism and social justice. He eschewed
mindless violence and extremist ethno-centrism of the LTTE. Unlike some spineless Tamil politicians,
Subathiran was never ready to genuflect before Prabakaran, whom he considered a ruthless and a murder-
ous megalomaniac that only pretended to speak for the Tamil community.

The MoU facilitated the smuggling of arms

Subathiran is one of many Tamil political activists in the North and East who has been assassinated by the
LTTE in recent weeks. This is a direct result of the policy that has been pursued by the UNP since they came
to power in December 2001. The so-called Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) permitted the LTTE not
only to retain their arms but also to infiltrate armed cadres into government-controlled areas in the North and
East. Although the MoU prohibits such movements, it is an open secret that the LTTE has moved a large
number of their cadres and smuggled large quantities of arms, including heavy weapons into these areas.
Time and again the security forces have warned Mr. Ranil Wickremeasinghe and his ministers about these
transgressions, but such warning have fallen on deaf ears. At the same time Ranil's government has withdrawn
the arms that had been given to some of the Tamil activists, in order to protect themselves.

The SLMM

The response of the Norwegian controlled Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission to complaints about these LTTE
killings have met with the bizarre response that there was no evidence to prove that these acts have been
committed by the LTTE. No doubt, tomorrow they might even claim that Prabakaran has become a Sunday
school teacher and has given up all violence!

A sick joke

The response of Mr. Wickremasinghe, to the LTTE’s continuing campaign of murder had been no less
instructive. He has appointed a commission of inquiry to probe these killings. This is nothing short of a sick
joke. It is clear that his government has not only prevented the police and security forces from doing their
duty, but by withdrawing protection from Tamil political activists who espouse democracy and pluralism, they
have left them vulnerable and defenceless.

The CDJ not only condemns fascist goons LTTE who organised the murders of Subathiran and others, but

also unreservedly condemns the Ranil Wickremasinghe government of for facilitating this continuing campaign
of assassinations.

SELF DEEENCE IS NO OFFENCE

In the face of this campaign of assassinations which threatens to liquidate all independent minded Tamil
activists, and the silent acquiescence in, and perhaps the willing facilitation of, such violence by the UNP
government, all those who oppose this fascist campaign of the LTTE must begin to organise their self-
defence. If the UNP regime is unable or unwilling to protect ordinary citizens and ensure that they are able to
exercise their fundamental rights of freedom of speech and assembly without fear of death or intimidation,
then the people have an inalienable right to use any means necessary to protect themselves.

For the Committee for Democracy and Justice in Sri Lanka
17" June 2003
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a EPRLF in a statement on the killing of
its nember Thambirajah Subathiran by the
LTHE stated that in their attempt to establish a

8@8:% regime'in the North-East, the LTTE"

amok in a E:Em spree. All those
i:ﬁﬂﬂm wE& ‘by them are those with' diverse
jions and policies and who are firm in their
2f of democracy, pluralism and human
5, and also those belonging to Tamil polit-
arties not supportive of or not aligned to
-TTE, the EPRLF said. They further said:
“Comrade - Wownn i ﬁ_:ma_u:.m._m:
Subathiran), aged 46, one:of the senior most
meznbers in the Eelam’People’s Revolutionary
Libération Front (EPRLF) was killed by an
LTTE sniper assassin on 14.06.2003 at about

" 6.1% a.m. at the EPRLF head om@oo situated in

Hosp:tal Road, Jaffna.

Bom in Chavakachcheri on 24.12. 1957,
Subathiran involved himself during the early -
Qm_ﬁﬁm in the struggle for the national libera-
tion,of the Tamil wmoth for a social change of
m:mwu Lankans and against all forms of social

DML B i VAL A

e
- =
ey
e
-

killing spre

Pe At

oppression. - < “h3%

He was a model to all those. é:o Emfm;m.mm to

know how a man should lead _:w life. He gac-
ificed his life for the firm vuzn_m&mm he fol-

lowed. In this field the period of his share was
a quarter century. Both in-the outside world
and during his prison life he always main-

tained robustness in spite of undergoing many

sufferings, tortures and mental agonies. ,’
All those who associated with him had only

admiration towards him for his cordiality and _
kindness. He Ewm always unselfish in Rma._q

helping others. by
He was ‘exemplary .in his naa.ﬂmammEv.
m_._na%_.__v and leadership. He rendered yeo-
man service in mobilising the suffering m:a
down-tredden people, mobilizing the students,
helping comrades and ordinary people in
refugee camps and assisting in the social liber-
~‘ation’ of the north dnd east as well as in Tamil

.,Zmn_._. § G e I

That: noble m«n:ogg u_é.&m :S_Emﬁma
cordial relations even with thosé i:o differed

government and the LTTE signed

in their opinions with him.
His services as a municipal councillof in

noSBWNEm the Jaffna Municipal Counciljfand

its fiinctions were immeasurable,
Till he let out his last vﬁ»&. felled by|the

LTTE assassin’s bullet, Subathiran was comtin-
- uing to render his share of service to sociefy.

These killings by the LTTE are taking place
during a period in which attempts are'said t i __un
made to establish peace, after the Sri Lankan

a
Memorandum of C:nmaqmza_um QSGS

We ‘therefore appeal to the fnasses yho
believe in anBoanw and peace, the President,
.~ the Government of Sri Lanka, the opposition
parties, foreign diplomatic missions, human
rights organizations, non-governmental ofga-
nizations and individual intellectuals to irfter-
vene in this matter immediately and causg an
end to Enmn killings. 4

The’ ambitions of Comrade Subathiran|are
‘the ambitions of the ‘annna human’ society.

History will take them forward.” _
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No assurance from

Scandinavian monitors have failed
to get an assurance from the LTTE to
halt a killing-spree of rival members
both in Colombo and the north-east,
prompting some Tamil parties to take
their case to the international com-
munity.

Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission Chief
Tryggve Telefssen on Friday during a
two and a half hour meeting with
LTTE's political wing leader S.P. Tha-
milselvan raised the issue about a ser-
ies of killings of rival members, but the
LTTE gave no assurance that the mur-
ders would be stopped.

Mr. Telefssen was in Kilinochchi to
seek a guarantee from the LTTE to halt
the killings after some Tamil parties
lodged protests with the monitors
about the killings.

Hours before Mr. Telefssen met Mr.
Thamilselvan, a former Pradeshiya
Sabha member representing the
EPRLF (Varathan wing) was chopped °
and one of his hands was decapitated
while the other which was also cut was
saved in a surgical operation.

SLMM spokesperson Agnes Braga-
dottier said-that although the LTTE

had not made a commitment to halt the
killing-spree, it had "assured that it
would take up the request for the re-
lease of two policemien and a sailor
held in their custody.

The two policemen attached to the
traffic section were abducted by the
LTTE in the government-controlled
area of Chenkaladi in Batticaloa while
the sailor was taken into custody in
Trincomalee.

The abduction of the two policemen
was a retaliation for the arrest of an
LTTE political wing member who was
arrested for the shooting of a rival
member.

Concern about the presence of
LTTE hit-squads in Colombo was fur-
ther increased after three persons were
arrested and one of them attempted to
commit sulcnde by takmg cyamde

told The Sunday T;mes that they had
identified the presence of the LTTE hit
squads in Colombo city.
He said intelligence units were
closely monitoring their movements.
He said, however, they would not be

www.tamilarangam.net

pped up search operations after they detected Ti

- unit are seen in action. Pix Ishara. S Kodikara

EUMDAY TINES — J57 ¢, 2003

One of the'senior most EPRLF
(Varathar) wing members was shot dead
yesterday morning at his office in Jaffna
by a suspected LTTE sniper.

Thambirajha Subathiran, 44, alias Rob-
ertwas shot dead around 6 a.m. at the

EPRLF. political office near the Jaffna hos-
pital. Mr. Subathiran, a former Jaffna Mu-
nicipal Councilior and a defeated candi-

| date at the last parliamentary elections,

had been very critical of the killings car-

ried out by the LTTE in the north and east.
His last criticism of the LTTE con-

demning itfor the killing of an EPRLF

Another LTTE rival

killed

member on Thursday appeared in the
Uthayan newspaper yesterday.

The EPRLF (Varathar ) wing is led by
former Northeast chief minister Varathar-
aja Perumal.

Soon after the incident, Minister Ra-
jitha Senaratne and Defence Secretary
Austin Ferando who had arrived in Jaff-
na to visit the Gurunagar area had been
advised to return to Colombo. They
were in Palaly when they were informed
about the incident. Meanwhile President
Chandrika Kumaratunga in a statement
condemned the killing.

able to take action against them under
the PTA and would be acting under the
normal laws due to the current cease-

ment and the LTTE

Military spokesman Sanath Karu-
naratne said they were providing max-
imum security to non-military person-
nel working with intelligence units.
EPDP leader Douglas Devananda

said the aim of the ETTE was to push
the rival members out of the north and
east. He sald the party had begun an’

iger hit squads in Colombo this week. In the picture the officers of the spe-

awareness about the killings.

The EPDP has called on diplomatic
missions to put pressure on the LTTE
to abide by the ceasefire agreement
and stop killings and abductions of
EPDP members.
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Mass murder in paradise

.Life is cheap in this paradise isle. Anyone who wants
anyone killed could do so with ease in areas other than in
the north and east. In the north and east, where ‘the sole rep-
resentatives of the Tamil people’ hold sway, only ‘the sole

representatives’ could bump off anyone who dares Crosses
'] their path.

Quite apart from criminals and terrorists, ordinary citi-
zens appear to be behaving as badly as the killers are.
During the weekend, a retired director of education met with
an accident that resulted in a pedestrian being killed. The
jrate bystanders decided to deliver summary justice to the
driver and assaulted him mercilessly. By the time he was
taken to hospital, he was dead. Will justice be done to this
person who had served the community all his life?

Minister of Internal Security, John Amaratunga is new to
the business of security and even though he is not expected
to do much in the north and east, he has to maintain law and
order in the other regions. But the people are feeling inse-
cure in all environments— from weddings at five star
hotels to driving vehicles on the highways. The worst of all
is that the politicians are literally going for each other’s
jugulars and killing themselves. And this seems to be a root
cause of the law of the jungle descending on entire society.

We do not expect Mr. Amaratunga to station a policeman
at every wedding and at every pedestrian crossing. But he
has to set the right tone and mood to restore law and order
in the country. He should realise that when politicians begin
pulling-guns at wedding receptions in the Hilton and some
| others getting their political rivals killed in the most ghastly
manner, the man - on- the street is inspired to do likewise.
When Mr. Amaratunga says that a responsible politician
‘only shot into the air’ at a five star hotel wedding reception,
the impression that citizen Perera, the taxi driver, may get is
that he is entitled to catch any citizen who offends him by
the scruff of the neck and assault him or even kill him

It is not the task only of the Minister of Internal Security
to discipline his political colleagues. The two main political
leaders-President Kumaratunga and Prime Minister
Wickremasinghe shoulder a greater responsibility. They
have to take very strong disciplinary action against their fol-
 lowers for disgraceful conduct in public. Inability of politi-
cal leaders to enforce discipline among their own ranks
could be the reason for the increasingly outrageous behav-
' jour of politicians but also contributing to the deteriorating

conduct of the general public. It has to be pointed out that
our political leaders since Independence, till around 1977,
- i e oot
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While the state of law and order in this c;bhntry was no

| better or even worse at the time Mr. Amaratunga took office,

T . . . . «
it has to be said that we are continuing in a state of near

| of the terrorists.

anarchy and he with the prime minister and the president
has to take responsibility for this state of affairs.

In the north and east the law of the jungle continues and
the marauding terrorists get away with blue murder. Qur
report today says that security forces investigating the mur-
{ der of Deputy EPRLF leader Tambirajah Subathiran alias
Robert have been forced to abandon their search of the
LTTE political office at Chullipuram on the orders of the Sri
Lanka Monitoring Mission.

Subathiran was a brave Tamil who had lived in Jaffna
openly defying the LTTE but was shot down by an uniden-
tified assailant last week. This is another instance where the
flawed Ceasefire Agreement is being interpreted in favour

How many people have been killed in this 18-month peri-

| ' e . A

| od of glorified peace remains unknown and maintenance of
law and order seems to be nobody’s business, No one can

| investigate such charges in these two provinces as far as the

Lanka government is concerned. Sri Lankan soldiers are
abducted and held as ransom for release of the LTTE cadres
and some reports say that Sri Lankan soldiers are being held
prisoners in dark underground cellars for gruesome. purpos-
es such as extraction of blood. But no on¢ can investigate
such charges for the fear that the LTTE may call off peace
negotiations! '

The ‘International Community’, that has been very much
concemned about the Rule of Law, democracy and funda-
mental rights, has not spoken much about them where the
north and east is concerned, save for the Americans, since of
late. \

And so killings go on in paradise isle although ‘Peace’ is
the theme of all discussions.

this contributed to much more orderly politics and discipline
among the public.
Mr Amaratunga in media interviews is often quoted say-

ing that he will give directions to the police to conduct cer- |

tain investigations or personally ° go into it’. That, we
regret to say, is not his job or duty. He cannot interfere with
the working of the police. All he has to do is to appoint
capable and honest police officers to run the police admin-
istration and give policy directions. He too is a politician
with party interests and is bound to be partial in his judge-
“ments and actions. -
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ﬁ‘Kllhng of EPRLF man a dangerous trend’

A Jaffnd-bahcd Humdu
Rights group yesterday
claimed the recent assassi-
nation of ‘the- - Deputy
Leader of.the’ EPRLF's'
Varathan group v was a dan-

‘gerous trend ‘in the peace~
-"_process

The (UTHR(J)) in a
stafement said "The pa-
pers would carry short no-
ticés desérlbmg Thambir-
ajah Subathiran (Robert)

-as the deputy leader of the
Varatharaja Perumal w1ng
of the EPRLF - an insig-
nificant political force by

c.unvenhun;tl dbbe&bmen[s

‘But the' LTTE scrutinizes
its’enemies very minutely,
and undoubtedly, came to
a very d1fferent conclu-
smn ¥

e “Subatl*uran was among
' the few remaining bold
and assertive members of
the beleaguered democrat-
ic scene in the North-East

of Sri Lanka.’
Always under pressure,
the democratic hope,

which that movement rep-
resented, has been driven
to . near .suffocation by

LTTE repression, com-
pounded by Norwegian
arrogance and the myopic
opportunism of the UNP.
Though cruelly deprived

of the opportunity to do »
_greater things for his peo-

ple, Subathiran's courage
and his services to the
Jaffna Municipal Council
as a firm and clear demo-
cratic voice will be re-
membered.

He advocated construc-
tive cooperation with the
TULF dominated Council.
During his period as coun-
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clllot, two mayors, SarQ]l-
ni’ Yogeswaran' and Siva-
palan, were murdered by
the LTTE. Subathiran
played & key role in de,fy-‘

‘mg the- LT TE'sthreaté and-

giving his fellow council-
lors the'heart to carry on
Those who knew Siiba-
thiran were deeply struck
by his large humanity and

B |

readiness to cast aside
narrow loyalties for 'the

greater welfare of the peo-
ple.”

(See full. report

on page 9)
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Tiger sniper kills senior
EPRLF politician

by Shamindra Ferdinando

An LTTE sniper fired from the Vembadi
Girls School, Jaffna killing 46-year-old Kandiah
Subathiran alias Robert, considered the de-facto
leader of the EPRLF’s Varatha faction in the
absence of Varatharajah Perumal, former chief
minister of the North-East Provincial Council.

The victim was shot in the chest by a sharp-
shooter and died almost instantly,

Army Commander Lt. Gen. Lionel
Balagalle said that Robert was shot as he was
doing his daily physical exercises on the upper
floor of the faction’s headquarters opposite the
school.

“He was respected by all,” the army chief
said, describing the latest victim of a wave of
political assassinations as a ‘steady person’.

He was the seniormost Tamil polirician to
die at the hands of the Tigers since they
reached a cease-fire agreement with the gov-
ernment in February last year. Over the past
several months, the targeted Tamil groups
repeatedly urged the government to re-arm
them and also provide adequate police securi-

ty.
The president’s office and the EPDP con-

demned the assassination. “In this context, the
president is of the view that she has no option
but to take action to meet the reasonable
request of vulnerable Tamil groups,” her
spokesman Janadasa Peiris said.

Robert was the first victim of a sniper in
Jaffna in the post ceasefire period, mi]ita‘ry
spokesman Brigadier Sanath Karunaratne said.
There was evidence to suggest that the sharp-
shooter operated from the Vembadi girls
school, he said, adding that troops later found
a bottle of Fanta, some biscuits and sandbags
on the third floor of the school. .

Continued on page 2

dissolved Jaffna Municipal Council,

L L saper;,
From page 1

Another officer speaking on the
condition of anonymity said that the
possibility of the school authorities
knowing the presence of Tigers in
the school could not be ruled out.

The victim was a member of the

: He also led the EPRLF’s Varathar

group’s list of Jaffna district candi-
dates at the lagr parliamentary elec-
tions in December, 2001.

“He is from Nunavi],
Chavakachcheri and one of the key
members of the party who was
deeply involw?d in the setting up of

the first North-East administration
subsequent to the July 1987 Indo.-
Lanka peace accord,” an EPRLF col-
league  said.  Roberr’s father,
Thambirajah, 4 retired  police
sergeant was also killed by the Tigers
after his son fled to Indja after the
collapse of Perumal’s administration
early 1990,

.
Sniper
BY R. THURAIRATNAM
The Jaffna district leader of the
Eelam Peoples R,evolutiunary Liber-
ation Front (Varatharaja  Perumgl
Wing) Robert alias  Kandiah
Subaththiran was sunned down by
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kills Jaffna EPRLF leader -

Hu_spi‘l.al Street, Preliminary police
Investigations have revealed that the
assassin may have ysed a sniper gun
to kill the EPRLF stalwart who was
expected

SR coming local 5 i
an unidentified gunman at s office” Jaff, & government polls in
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Subaththiran (47), a former mem.-
ber of the recently dissolved Jaffna
Municipal Council wag shot dead
while he wag doing his routine phys-
ical exercises in the morning on the
top floor of hjs office building,
which ‘is sitared along the Jaffna

late seventies
with all senior members of the
organisation. He [ater became the
politburo membey
after the party entereqd the political .,
mainstream following the Indo-
Lanka Accord in

/o]

Subaththiran joined the EPRLF in
and worked closely

of EPRLF soon

Sy

1987.
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LTTE's killing spree: Time
for straight answers

ith the assassination by the LTTE of Thambirajah

s’s/ Subathiran or Robert as he was popularly known, Sri

Lanka has lost another courageous democrat who stood

up to fascism of the LTTE. Robert, who was the deputy leader of

the Eelam People’s Revolutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF) —

Vardharaja faction — chose to live and work for his community

where they wanted him most — Jaffna. Being the seasoned politi-

cian that he was he couldn’t have been unaware that the terrorists

were zeroing in on him. Yet he was not deterred and he did not die
many times before his death.

As a councillor of the Jaffna MC, he had seen two mayors,
Sarojini and Sivapalan being felled by the terrorists, Of the pillars
that carried the dome of Jaffna MC on which rested what is left of
democracy and welfare of the citizenry, Robert was one. Former
Mayor of Jaffna Sellan Kandaiyan, who braves LTTE intimidation
and is being pursued by the LTTE for that, as the UTHR(J) point-
ed out in its statement published yesterday on this page, drew
inspiration from Robert in no small measure.

Annoyed by Robert’s defiance, which no amount of terror
would suppress, the LTTE cowards had no way of silencing him
other than through physical elimination.

This dastardly act of terrorism serves as an indictment on the

government and the so-called international community. For it is
,because of the MoU signed by the government and sponsored by
the international community that the terrorists are enjoying a free
run in the North and the East and democratic Tamil political par-
ties have been disarmed making them sitting ducks for LTTE gun-
men. .
Ironically Robert had, a few days before his death, appealed to
the international community to stop the LTTE from killing mem-
bers of democratic Tamil parties. His appeal may have stemmed
from his conviction that these international do gooders being the
force behind the MoU, which has let loose Tigers on the people of
the North and the East, had a moral duty to restrain the terrorists.

Unfortunately the government and the international community
have manifestly failed to protect those who have disarmed in the
name of the peace process. They cannot be allowed to die at the
hands of terrorists and their weapons must be retumed to them.
Immediately!

Meanwhile the government has sought to deny that there is any
i A8Si LTTE and the

15 LAND. 1B-06-200%

The MoU obviously does.not provide for such killings and |!
therefore there could not be a direct link between the two. But the |
 fact remains that if not for the MoU, which opened: up the gov.’em-'

ment controlled arcas for the LTTE, Mr. Subathirti.and ovér l’llty

other members of Tamil political parties who. have been killed so-| !
far would have been among the living. The MoU is certainly bemg i

abused to the hilt by the LTTE to further its macabre interests. And

“ the government is doing precious little about it.
The absurd argument being put forward by the govemment to
absolve itself of the responsibility for failure to protect Tamil

politicians and human rights activists, on flimsy technicalities and |

its much flaunted claim that the LTTE has givenitafirm assurance
that it would not revert to war remind one of those words of the

legendary comedian Bob Hope, who turned 100 years the other |

day: During one of his visits to entertain American troops in
Vietnam, he said to a group of US soldiers, “Technically, we're not
at war. So, remember if you're shot — technically, it doesn't hurt."

.| Have our peace vau devrlhans takén Bob Hope’s joke seriously?

While the LTTE continues its kllllng spree, is smuggling in arms
| shipments and making all preparanons for war havmg stalled. the
talks the government is ber{dmg bver backwards to:accommodate

1ts demands with a view to brmgmg it back fo ¢ he-t'l_egotlatmg table o

Lanka State in that now the LTTE will go all out to prevent any

| progress in talks so as to deprive the government of aid and to
| make it meet terror demands.

The UTHR has chosen:to.call what we are being made WImess

script children, draw up th lists, spy and carry out its fatal missions
before returning to war. For 1ts_tr0ubl.e, the government seems to
be satisfied with post- -dated cheq €s frorn donors supposedly worth

four‘and a half billion dolla.rs The quesuon is whether at least-at

this last stage the international community is prepared to_make
people central to the peace process?...” One cannot but share these
views given what is unfolding before one’s eyes.

With Sri Lanka’s peace process thus in crisis, the powerful |
nations behind it must help salvage it by translating their anti ter- !
ror slogans into actron and forcmg the LTTE to eschew violence

MoU Does the government mean that these assassinations would
have happened anyway and as such they should be taken for grant-
ed?

They must, as the ﬁrst step, demand that the LTTE give straight
answers to three simple questions: Will you stop all terrorist activ-

| ities? Will you get rid of all your weapons? Is your conflict over for

good?

Incidentally, these questions are not ours. They were posed by
Prime Minister Tony Blair to the IRA, at a special Downing Street
press conference in April.

gence and arrogance d1splaycd by the terrorlsts Sr1 Lanka’ s ald is :.
tied to ‘progress made in the peace, pron.ess How any progress
could be made by the government with a: bunch of ‘bull: headed._
| Tigers as the other party to secure the aid that has _been: pledged is
the. question. Such conditions are counterproductive for the Srt_-

| to ‘Sri Lanka’s end game!’ It says: “The peace carnival is now all_
but over. It bought the LTTE a nearly 18 month free run to con-
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Tamil parties to

form common

front to thwart Tiger threat

by Saman Indrajith

Tamil political parties vulnerable to
the ongoing wave of LTTE attacks
have decided to form a common front
as part of their strategy to meet the
threat. They have also invited nation-
| alist groups and parties to join this
I+ front; political sources said.

' . “Senior representatives of the
|""EPDP,” EPRLF, PLOTE met at the
EPDP headquarters Tuesday evening
to discuss: the entire gamut of issues.
Subsequently, they have decided to
seek the support of Sinhala nationalist
parties to strengthen the common front
against the LTTE,” a Sinhala political
party source said.

The LTTE has killed seven Tamil
political party leaders during past sev-

N DA R AR
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eral months. Kandiah Subathiran §l{zs
Robert of the EPRLF's Varatha faction
was shot dead last Saturday morning
by an LTTE sniper while he was exer-
cising at his office in Jaffna.
Tamil representatives are in the
process of working out a common plan
with the nationalist groups, he said;1a
Last Friday LTTE killed an EBRI:F
member in Jaffna and, injured.iseven
persons in grenade attacks Hnirithe
Batticaloa district. } afiod
According to intelligence sources,
at least 50 people (including politicdl,
rivals, leaders, army informant§™4ht
under cover operatives) have-,’_'f:l@lé;n
killed by the LTTE since the Tigérs
reached a cease-fire agreemen‘t_’;f‘\zf@
the government in February last year,

e

N,

‘Stepped up security
i for the funeral of a
‘slain Tamil politician
«amid fears of more
- attacks by Tamil Ti-
| 8er guerrillas, offi-
cials said.

President Chandri-
ka Kumaratunga or-
~dered tight security
for mourners at the
funeral of Thambira-
A jah Subathiran, 46,

who was shot dead
by a suspected Tamil

- o

Tight securit

‘Police  yesterday

by for

Ti iper on, Sat-
ur lice officials
saidw

They said the main
cemetery as wel] as
the funeral parloyr
would be guarded by
armed police yester-
day while mourners
would also be given
protection by plain
clothes officers.

Subathiran,  the
number two in the
_EPRLF - Varathara-
Jah Wing was killed

at his office ‘in Jaff.
na. His party is bit-
terly opposed to the
rebel Liberation Tj-
gers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) which en-
tered into a truce
with the government
in February last year,
However, despite the
truce, the Tigers
have been accused of
killing over 30 rival
:I‘ami]s and military
informants.  Suba-
thiran becomes the

.artenﬁqnt foratat

funera] of EPRLF de

_most senior politi-
cian to be killed di-
ing the truce. The
EPRLF accused the
LTTE of carrying out
the killing and urged
the international
community, the gov-
ernment and opposi-
tion parties in the
country to pressure
the Tigers to ‘stop
killing opponents,
"The megalomani-
ac LTTE clan in their

ToY

puty

. tarian control of the

L

north-east, are since
late treacherously,
villainously and bry-
tally involved in a
spate of killings of
the members of those
Tamil political pat-
ties who do not toe
their line and who
vociferously advo-
cate democracy, plu-
ralism and human
rights," the EPRLF
said in a statement.
CAFP) ‘ement.

—_—

S0H CaHH ST &ieUl &6



www.tamilarangam.net

S0H CaHH ST &ieUl &6



www.tamilarangam.net

. Sri Lanka’s...

EPRLF-LTTE relations — A tragic story of
ls struggle destroyed from within
qu

Tk LTTE had been killing members for the
EPRTF by stealth and deceit from 1985, reach-
ing epic proportions upon the departure of the
[PKF+in 1990. Those who survived were
refugdes in India for a time, where in June
19905the LTTE gunned down several of its
leadeds, 7. including - the charismatic
Padmanabha.

Like Subathiran, many in the group were
committed democrats, Having sultered severe-
ly arthe LTTE’s hands, they attempted to do
political work behind the cover provided by
the [ndian Army. In the fight to prevent the
LTTErfrom wrecking any political process
undefthe Indo-Lanka.

Aggord, democratic ideals were compro-
miseds There was an orgy of killing and

counter-killing. Subathiran’s  father
Thambirajah too was arrested and killed by the
LTTE during this period.

Sgyeral of the group’s survivors painfully
evaluated their experience and .decided to
return to Sri Lanka and do political work
avoiding any operational links to the state
forces: They started publishing their paper
‘Puthiyakannottam' (New Vision). This was a
difficult period. The massive killing of Tamil
civilians by the Sri Lankan Army in 1990/91
gave the LTTE a new legitimacy in the eyes of
the world. As the Army got bogged down, the
Tamil Press in Colombo, and even many for-
mer.militants from groups decimated by LTTE
terror, and politicians  like ~Kumar
Ponnambalam who had been very critical of
_he LTTE, gravitated towards the LTTE’s ultra-
nationalist slogans. For many of them, resist-
ing the LTTE's terror appeared futile and unre-
warding. )

Tie EPRLF re-established its Jaffna office
in 1997 and obtained 15% of the vote in the
1998 municipal elections, a creditable perfor-
manc&for a party that could not go oyt and
canvhss. The party found itself in deep crisis in
1999: when its General Secretary Suresh
Premachandran made a deal with the LTTE
and walked out with nearly all party’s money
and property held by him in trust. At this time
the ETTE's terror too became more intense.
But 'Hiost members of the group stayed with
Subitffiran.

It.‘id"mis]eading to judge the significance of
a party by counting votes in a skewed environ-
ment ‘crushed by terror, Anyone familiar with
the §cene knows that the people long for a way
out of the death trap set by the LTTE, but can-
not, for the fear to express it concretely.
PrivaTely, at least, there is tremendous appreci-
ation of people who stand up to the terror and
give fiope of an alternative. On the contrary,
thosé'iho have joined the TNA have not done
so out of any faith in the LTTE’s politics, and
theif"?_b'!e is to ensure that the Tamil people are

_erustidd. Not surprisingly, they. were the cheer-

From Page 10

killings of persons opposed to the LTTE accel-
erated. The Government even helpfully dis-
tracted the public from the LTTE’s killing of
Tamil members of the Sri Lankan Army, by
surreptitiously pinning on the victims the label
“Tamil informants’.

" Amidst murder and the abduction of chil-
dren for use as combatants, the Government
and Norway. got the rest of the world to praise
the peaceprocess. When confronted with vio-
lations by the LTTE, they simply said that
there was no evidence - evidence for which
{hey never looked.

Members of non-LTTE groups who tried to
draw the attention of Norwegian or SLMM
officials to their plight, found themselves
effectively rebuffed, sometimes the annoyance
of the officials reaching the point of rudeness.
To the Norwegians, those insisting on building
and preserving democratic norms were a nui-
sance.

Conclusion

The peace carnival is now all but over. It
bought the LTTE a nearly 18 month free run to
conscript children, draw up hit lists, spy and
carry out its fatal missions, before returning 10
war. For its trouble, the Government seems 10
be satisfied with post-dated cheques from
donors supposedly worth four and a half bil-
lion dollars.

Peace groups in Colombo, who under prod-
ding from their overseas ‘partners’ praised
appeasement of the LTTE in the name of peace
a grand idea, have had some much belated
afterthoughts about democracy and human
rights in the North-East. With active encour-
agement from the LTTE, its agents and the
TNA, they pushed for third party mediation
and international involvement. The reason:
neither the Tamils nor the LTTE can trust a
Sinhalese government!

Now, suddenly, the LTTE does not want to
talk to its Norwegian and Japanese interlocu-
tors who were paying regular pilgrimages to
the Vanni and begging it to go to the Tokyo
Conference. Even the bizarre sideshow of the
LTTE's well publicised binge murdering
democratic opponents, and civilians, did not
appear to dampen their enthusiasm or the
strength of their entreaties. All this pleading
did not help to allay the LTTE's fears that
someone, at the “Tokyo Conference, might
extract from it a pledge, even a merely formal
one, to respect democracy and human rights.
Against that risk, even the prospect of Tokyo's
multi-million dollar cheques turned sour.

The signs are that the camival is coming 1o
a close and the country faces, barring a mirac-
ulous reprieve, the terrible cruelties of war.
Tolerating human rights abuses by the LTTE in
various forms during the process has not yield-
ed any opening for the people. It only rein-
forced total control for them to drag the people
again in the direction of war. The question is

leadé#s of the UNP-Norway peace process.
N&'one with any passing knowledge of the
LT'T'[E_‘?_ tan call the fate to which the Norway-
sponsdred cease-firé MoU subjected the non-
LTTE Broups, an innocent misjudgment. It was
sheer cynicism. The arms these groups had for
their pfotection were removed and the LTTE
was_allowed into the government-controlled
areas,with practically no checks. To say that
the LTTE was unarmed was convenient fic-
tion; the public knew otherwise. The SLMM
Vo watm e atead silant ac ahduetions and
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tional community prepared to make people
central to the process? Has the Govemnment,

which created a nightmare in the name of *

peace, learnt enough to deal with what is com-
ing without inflicting further horrors on the
Tamil people? Does the Opposition command
the statesmanship to be restrained in its quest
for power, and to guide the Government
through the initial crisis while ensuring that the
ordinary Tamil citizen is treated with fraternal
concern?
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