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EPIC in Madras “‘closed for a

month in protest ”’ Twe

~ADRAS, Oct. 5.

The Eelam People's Re volitionary Liberation
Frent (EPRLF) has decid-i lo close down its
public relations outtit. th Leclam People’s In-
formgtion Centre (EPIC), in the City for a month
frcm today as a “symboli..” protest against cer-
tain incidents which tended to defame the organi-
sation. The move was alzo lo draw the atten-
tion of Government of Incia, the people of
Tamil Nacdu and the Stowe police to such in-
cidents.

Announcing this at a f:avs conference here
today. Mr. A. Varadarai + Perumal, an EPRLF
spokesman, said that twe ¢ its members were
beaten up on Scplembu: 2C by some Sri
Lankan Tamils when thev svent to question
some Sri Lankan Tamils"  ..aen behaviour at
Mehta Nagor, Aminjiare-. i the City. These
Tamils were also drug u..ificsers, he olleged.
On Oclooer 1, two porce constables, ac-
compenicd by two Sri Linkan Tamils, came to
the EPIC office at Choolaimedu and created a
scene. A police Inspector z!so visited the office
the same afternoon ana ordered EPIC men
about. But a different version of the clash bet-
ween the EPRLF men and the Sri Lankan Tamils
appeared in a section of t.:e press on October
4. he said. The EPRLF also nad reported the in-
cident to the police higher-ups immediately.
“What is the motive behind the behaviour of
the policemen who say ot the same time that
we have not violated the laws of the land,” he

asked.
No link with drug trafficking: Asserting that

H NDU
b—A-%b
the EPRLF did not have any contact with drug
traffickers. Mr. Varadaraja Perumal said that
the traffickers were capitalising on the support
given to the Sri Lankan Tamil organisations, but
the Tamil organisations were helpless in control-
ling them. . )
As a “symbolic" protest against these in-
cidents which brought out the organisation in
bad iight. it had decided to close down its EPIC
officc in the City temporarily. It would make
use of the time to expose those .indulging. in
drug trafficking.:
Replying to a question. he said that drug traf-
ficking was a separate. individual problem and

‘not an organisational question”.

Eastern Sri Lanka tense: The EPRLF Secret-
ary-General, Mr. K. Padmanabha. said the silu-
ation was very lense in eastern Sri Lanka. The
militants had some control of Batticaloa dis-
trict, but the situation was tense in Trincomalee.
The EPRLF was trying to bring about unity with
other groups including the LTTE. On the
ground, there was unity among the groups
while attacking the Sri Lankan army. “But this
unity is not on the basis of a programme. We
can win our struggle only on the basis of a pro-
gramme.

Asked whather the militants would attend the
third round of talks, he said the TULF and the
ruling United National Party of Sri'Lanka were
engaged in discussions. There was no connec-
tion between the Tamil militants and the discus-
sions.
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