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Madras, Sept. 20:
The Peopie's Liberation Army (PLA), the military
wing ol the Eelam People s Liberation Front
(EPRLF), continued 10 lay ‘siege’ 10 the Kannang-
! guda military camp in Sri Lanka’s Batticaloa district,
. even as fierce fighting between the PLA and the Sri
Lankan army continued. according to the Eelam

People's information Centre (EPIC) here.

i  The EPIC in a press release said Friday despite
the “indisciminate bombings' by Sri Lankan planes
and helicopters on innocent civiians in that area,
the PLA had tforced the former to retreat and went to
the rescue of the Tamils. The PLA had also repulsed
the army shelling from the camp and kept them well
within their control, the release said.

The EPIC alleged that the Sri Lankan air force
during a search operation at Thuvarangkadu, took
| imo custody 35 Tamiis and later reieased all but 14
ol them aher having ‘subjected them to torture'.

While one fisherman was killed, two others who
had accompanied him for fishing escaped with
minof injuries, when Sri Lankan army personnel fired
from the Jafina fort camp, the EPIC added.

EPIC said that over 250 plantation Tamils struck
work at Thalavakkoiai in Central Sri Lanka, following
the Oetention and interrogation of a Tamil youth by
the Sri Lankan police.

The striking workers demanded immediate re-
lease of the youth and that the police shouid stop
Oetaining Tamil youths, the release added.
Army men on rampage

The Tamil information Centre in Madurai said Sri
Lankan commando and air force men enraged by
. the car-bomb expiosion in which 12 army personnel
were kiled, made even preiests and memalry
retarded men their targets.

S. Thirunavukarasu, & mentally retarded person
was kiled near the Batticola air-force base by the
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still unde_r siege

airfforcemen Thursday.

Besides one car, a van, three houses and
shops were compietely bumt. Two cther
were badly damaged. The commandos also killed
fisherman in Kallady in Batticola district. The tolli
the by the defence prisonnel at difierent par
Batticola rose to 48.

The Sri Lankan police commandos also fired
the -Tamils who were panicipaling in a Gal
festival, injuring 3 Tamils seriously. The comm3
bumt the body of a priest, who was killed.
christian priest was also seriously injured, in

firing.
Probe urged demanded

The Batticaloa Citizen's Committee has
President Jayawardene and National Security Mini
ter Lalith Athulathmudali to hold an inquiry into
it caled “indiscriminate firing and killing of civil
by the police”, following the car bomb biast |
‘Baticaloa town Thursday.

_ A spokesman of the committee said that
request for the inquiry had been made thi
cables sent to Jayawardene and Athula

The committee has alleged that at least
civikians had been killed in the police firing.

Commitiee spokesman Sam Tambimutiu said
soon after® tie blast police commandos
through the streets of Batticaloa shooting and
civikans hdiscr'minately and setting fire to
houses.

“Only two people were killed by the bomb,
other 11 were shot dead by police. Airforce heli
ters straled some parts of the town in the two-
operation®, he said.

Tiak Ratnakar, head of the state-run
centre, denied the charge, saying the Civilians
kided either by the. car bomb or in 8
betwesn police and Tamil extremists.
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Commandos can't escape our siege: 94 -4 -5k
MADRAS, Sept. 23. mandos tried to come out of their camp on Sep- September 14, he said. Civilians numbering
The 10-day-old siege laid by the Eelam tember 17 but they were attacked by EPRLF 15,000 had fled to the jungles after the bomb-
People’s Revolutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF) men and forced to retreat to the barracks. The ings. .,
lo the Sri Lankan Special Task Force's camp at camp was still under siege. . He accused the Sri Lankan Government of try-
Thoonadi in the eastern Batlicaloa district is - 47 Tamils killed: Mr. %upa said 47 innocent  ing to sow seeds of discord between the Tamils
lill on andl the STF personnel either have to “wi-  Tamil civilians were shot dead by the poiice and Muslims in the district. The Government
Ihdraw or surrender™, according to EPRLF. commandos in Batticaloa following the bomb had helped form a “Jihad" force against the
AddressinP a press conference here today, blast in a car on September 18, killing four com- Tamils and its members were given initial trai-
Mr. Krupa of EPRLF, said his organisation was mandos. The bodies of 19 Tamils were found ning in Pakistan. Some Muslim youths were
the forefront of the counter-offensive against behind the Rajeswara cinema. A priest be- also trained at Gurunagalle, 80 km from
the armed forces in Batticaloa. It attacked a longing to St. Antony's Church was also a vic- Colombo.
newly established STF camp consisting of 300 tim and shops and houses on St. Antony's Fast unto death in Welikade prison: Mr. L.
ommandos at Thoonadi between %’avuna- Road were destroyed by the commandos. The Ketheeswaran said the Tamil political prisoners
eevu and Kannanguda vi..\ges on September  six-day hartal from September 21 called by all in Welikade prison in Colombo had proclaimed
13 and blasted three bridges leading to the the Tamil militant organisation to protest again- the week from September 23 as the ‘week of
mp. On_September 14, a helicopter which st the killings entered the third day on Tuesday.- boycott' of all judicial courts to express their
ied to supply food to the beleaguered com- The island Government had imposed a opposition to the “brutal methods" adopted by
ndos was also fired at and damaged. It curfew in the district to break the hartal and the the Sri Lankan Government on the Tamils roun-
ould not land at the camp. aerial bombing of civilian areas in Batticaloa ded up in “cordon and search” operations and
LTTE and EROS also joined EPRLF by post- town began after the National Security Minis- detained at the Boosa camp. Ten political pri-
g their sentries rou,nd the camp. Tre com- ter, Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali, reached there on  soners at the prison were on a fast unto death
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Fighting between g.uul”;ls ofPeo- the Jutma Fort Army Camp. Two 5'053 S
ple's Literation: Army (PLA) and escaped with ininor injurics.

St Lankan armed forces continued Also, 250 plantation workers had mm \”‘Qw m’,@'

for the Sth day in parts of Batticaloa launched a strike 1o rotest the > n
) L AT I s ¢ . a5 Q.Dg.mi P
on Thursday, the Eelinin PC'OIP'ICS arrest at Thalavakalai [:f a Tamil 5%’ @J"m .
r Tow (1P o . . e .
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press release.
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The PLA. military wing of the AT :
s ;e el £ At Trincomalee in the [Cast
EPRLE, had Lwinched attacks on . BTy 2l
Rananguda and Paduvankarai army (s tortured 35 Tamil youths at
Uy ‘ huvarankadu, and released 21 of )
camps. to prevent troops from shell- S ‘ > |
wy vilares nearby siem, according to the press re-
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" Police commando base

UGS SETGEIULI_G. LUPW wWETD

Army camp under siege
The Peoples Liberation Army (PLA), the military

7

attacl:ed in Sri Lanka

THE HINDU  MADRAS, Sept. 14.

On Saturday, the military wing of the EPRLF,
People's Liberation Army (PLA), attacked the
police commando "bas: in Batticaloa town
which also houses the rzgional headquarters of
the National Intelligence Bureau, according to
an EPRLF spokesman. 5. <. S<

In the attack, one building in the base was
destroyed totally and other buildings suffered
considerable sii...iural damage. Mortars and
small arms were usad and enemy casualties
were high, he said.

The PLA men also ‘aid seige to the new army

camp at Vavunithivu in Paddurankarai area. -

which is a housing colony five km. from Bat-
ticaloa.

The initial attack was launched by the EPRLF
on September 12. Late on Saturday night,
EPRLF cadres blew up the Pattirupu bridge to
prevent reinforcement 5 being sent from the Kala-

now joined the EPRLF in tightening the seige

&:anc}1ikudy army cai ip. LTTE and EROS have

wing of the Eelam People’'ss Revolutionary Libera-
lion Front (EPRLF), which had laid a siege on the
new Sri Lankan 'Army camp at Vavunithivu, about 5

_km [rom Batlicaloa town, 12 Sept, blew up the

Pattirupu bridge late Saturday night to prevent
reinforcements being sent from the Kalawanchikud:
army camp, according to an EPRLFa Press release
The release said, two other militant groups iz -
ing the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) have
now joined the PLA in 'tightening the si¢ge’ arounc
this new army camp. NE WS ToDRY
The PLA had also launched an attack on the
police commando base which also houses the
regional quarters of the national intelliger.ce bureau,
at Batticaloa town Sunday, the EPRLF said. One
ouilding in the premises was 'tolally des syed' and
several othars were badly damaged in the assault
which involved the use of mortars, the release said.
Two Sri Lankan navy patrol boats were also fired

at by the PLA, causing serious injury to the ,

personnel on board, the release added.
In another incident, 3 persons were killed Sunday

* when flashlights rigged with bombs exploded in the

northern district on Anuradhapura, an official state-
ment said.

‘_ln‘r—_._-m Tan




