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kill 40 cops, soldiers

. . Madras, Mar. 2;
§ii Lanka army men were killed during an
er with Eelam People's Revolutionary Li-

0 Front militants near Kilicochi police station,

from Jaffna Friday, according to the Eelam

's Information Centre (EPIC) here.

PIC release said the Eelam militants attacked

tnie Kincochi police station and successfully drove
the army personnel stationed there.

The attack began around 1.30 am. and in the
“battle” that ensued, more than 40 policemen and
soldiers were killed. The assault was over by 5 am.

The EPIC said rockets and machine guns were
also used in the attack and the PLA men who
entered the station seized a‘number of weapons left.
beh.nd by the policemen and soldiers. The Col-
ombeo-Jaffna Road on which the station wag located
was cut off by the militants during the attack.

The Tamil militants were rezpulsed, the Sri Lankan

SATURDAY 2 MARCH 1985 3 !

National Security Minister Lalith Athulathmudali said
in Colombo.

He said the attackers came in three trucks and ’

opened fire on the station. The authorities believed

that the militants suffered heavy casuaities, but had |

no details.

According to another report nine houses. tour
shops and two temples were damaged in firing from
Air Force helicopters which launched & massive
combing operation. Over 500 people tled their
homes in panic and had taken shelter in sohools.

Telecommunications between Killinochchi and
the rest of the island were disfupted nd road
services between the northern peninsula and the
125t of the country, suspended.

See Page |

50 die in -
‘Tamil raid. -

iFrom Associated Press
'|in New Delhi
At Jeast 50 people -were
feared to have been Kkilled
when Tamil separatist -guerril-i|.
las attacked a police station in:l:
northern Sri Lanka, "yesterday, !
i the United News of India; .

& |ireported.
£ || The ori Lankan Government :
jsaid security  forces repulsed ..
ithe guerrilla  raid on  the,:;
Kilinochchi  station  on  the'!
{northern Jaftna peninsula, |
The news ageacy said four'
{eoidiers «nd  two  policemen
twere among  those  killed. 1t
(d:d not  ~ay  whetier lhcl‘
fremaining  victims owere auer- |
*|trillas or civilians. i
A Tamil guerrilla leddesain

¥ |

e« |iSouth India claimed  that
teroup Kitled al least G008

s |ldiers. The National  Securily -
| Minister, Nr Lalith |-

(Athulathmudali, said the attack
thegan shortly after 1 am and .
[ eontinued until dawn. )
| e said the altackers arrived ¢
v three trucks and opened
Jire on the station.

Refugees pour inlo India,
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40 policemen, soldiers

killed in Sri Lanka

MADRAS. March 1.
At least 40 Sri Lankan policemen and sol-
diers were killed in an attack launched on the
police station at Kilinochi, 45 miles from Jaffna,
in the early hours of today by “guerillas”
fighting for a separate Eelam State.

According to the Eelam People’s Information
Centre (EPIC) here, members of the People's
Liberation Army, military wing of the Eelam
People's  Revolutiona Liberation  Front
(EPRLP). began the attack around 1-30 a.m. and
in the “battle” that ensued. more than 40 police-
men and soldiers were killed. The assault was
over by Sam.

The EPIC said rockets and machine guns
were alos used in the attack and the PLA men
who entered the station seized a number of
weapons left behind by the policemen and sol-
diers. The Colombo-Jaffna Road on which the
station was located was cut off by the militants
during the attack.

Guerillas repulsed: The Tamil guerillas were
repulsed. the Sri Lankan National Security Mini-
ster, Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali said in Colombo
(reports AP).

He said the attackers came in three trucks
and opened fire on the station. The authorities
believed that the guerillas suffered heavy casua-
Ities. but had no details.
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500 people flee homes in panic: A UNI re-
port said nine houses, four shops and two tem-
ples were damaged in firing from Air Force
helicopters which launched a massive combing
operation. Over 500 people fled their homes
in panic and had taken shelter in schools.

?elecommunications between Killinochchi
and the rest of the island were disrupted and

road services between the northern peninsula |

and the rest of the country, suspended.

Over 400 refugees arrive in Rameswaram:
Meanwhile. over 400 Tamil refugees from Sri
Lanka arrived by boats in Rameswaram today
as the refugee influx into the temple town from
the island continued steadily. according to a
Rameswaram PTl report.

Refugee registration authorities said the total
number of refugees arrived since February 5
had crossed 12,000 by tonight.

Many of them belonging to the lower middle
class who landed at different points along the
Rameswaram Coast came from Pesalai and
Mannar where they feared their continued stay
would have only resulted in “persecution by
the Sri Lankan Arm?/".

They said had fled in panic after some of
their houses had been set on fire. hidden in
the forest enroute and paid Rs. 100 per head.
for the boat transport which saw them to safety
after a six-hour journey over the 21-km distance.
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“INTERNATIONAL EVENING

* International Speakers
* Solidarity Messages
* International groups of dancers & music
Saturday, 30th March 1985
6.30 pm
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London WC1

(Tuba: Helborn)
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