* Barrmg Jaffna, we are intact ‘elsewhere in

.‘; .= "% . North and East , e
* LTTE gets CIA funds, US arms FiLig -8
* ‘Cadre disillusioned, many desertions in the East

- EPRLF nails canard

over the security fcrees, he said, “we will be foolish
to think that the enemy ic stupid or weak. So we are
watchirg ali their military moves with interest”.

Pesertions from LTTE :
Meanwhile, sources close to the militent groups
here said that mary LTTE ieaders from the East had
deserted in the wake of the ciashes with the EPRLF.
They included “Francis* “Naresh and Tommy".
sKadavul®, another LTTE leader {rom the east who
left for West Germany after the LTTE-TELO clashas
in May last had written t; his former colleagues that
“Eelam is & dream” and rot to spoil their lives, t“te;
said.

The sources said the LTTE had demandad that &l
businessmen in Batticaloa pay the group Rs. 210 3
lakh, depending on the cize of their business. When
the business, mainly Muslims, expressed their in-
ability to pay they wera told that the money was
rsquired to buy arms and that they must pay.

Muslim house of judging from the pictures and wall
hangings in the drawing room, his aides kept a
regular watch on the approaches to the house, even
though a ring of sentnes could ba seen posted at a
distance.

i g Batticaloa, Dec. 31:
CA young man stepped out of a road-side stall at a
pfe-arrangad spot on the Batticaloa-Kalimunai road
“in Sri Lanka's eastern province and directed two
. foreign correspondents to follow him in their car.
" "he car kept a leisurely pace behind his bicycle
for about two km before he signallad it to stop and
disappeared into & road-side hut oniy to emerge in a
iqw minutes with a tail strapping youth in white
garong &nd shil, Both entered the car and the
. ' yehicle was directed through lanes and Dylanes
before reaching the destination — a “safa-housa”
. hear the sga. - .

“Ratnam” said the leaders of the group's military
wing too would have joined the interview, but for a
policy of the group that not mora than one leader
should be at any vulnerable place at the same time. ’

Relerring to the fight between the EPRLF and the
LTTE, “Ratnam” said such clashes between the
“progressive” and the “reactionary” groups were
inevitable in a freedom struggle due to their sharp
ideological differences, While the LTTE's aims was
only {o gain political freedom and capture power,
the EPRLF wanted to uplift the downtredden and the
oppressed after achieving freedom for the Tamil
peopie”.

“Ratnam” aileged that all Tamil- -speaking people
incluaing the Muslims in Sri Lanka were oppressed.
"COnce freedom was acnieved” his group's task
would be uplift the oppressed among the Tamil
community”, he said.

’

5 Apig s

"We would have met you in Batticaioa if it was a
month 890, but now we are more cautious”, the
youth In white, wno identified himself by his code
name "Ratnam’, told a UN} correspondent and a
<. . westsmn colleague. -
. *Ratnam®, who is .the leader of the “poiilical
¢.* group” of the Eelam People’s Revolutionary Libera-
' tion Front (EPRLF) for the Batticaloa regicn, was

apparently referring to tne clashes between the
. EPNLF ang tha rival militart group, the Libsratien

Tigers ot Tamil Eelam {LTTE) while siressing the

need for caution.

Diversionary tactic

Asked about the peace talks, "Ratnarm” said the
government was using the Provincial Councii prop-
osais to divert domestic and internationai attention
from the real problems of the Tamils,

Trie proposals. he said, could not be a basis for

Intact in Mullaithivu
He said barring the Jaffna peninsula, the EPRLF

+.+  During whe hour-long intsrviaw, presumably in a

-had not lost to the LTTE in clashes in any other

, districts. Even in Jaffna, it was the “political” and
“educational” cadres of the group which had surren-
derad 1 the LTTE, while most of the military wing
had « . e underground or escaped.

While he did not specify the casualty figures in
these clashes, he said the EPRLF was intact in

\ Mullaithivu where, he said, the clashes started after
75 Tamil Eelam Liberation Organisation (TELO)
members were given shelter by the EPRLF in
Mannar, Vavuniya and Kiilinechchi and the entire
Eastern province.

"Ratnam” said in a clash between the two groups
in the Thirukovil area of Batticaloa district, the LTTE
had lost 13 of their men and the EPRLF seven. He
said ‘our of the EPRLF men consumed cyanide
capsules and diec after they had run out of
ammunition. But the four destroyed their Ak-47 nfles
to prevent those being taken by the LTTE.
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Clan-cult

Asked about the reasons for the popularity of the
LTTE in the Jaffna peninsula, he said the' group
appealed to Jaffna's "middle-class outlook -and
caste-based sociai structure”, whereas in the East,
like ir Batticaloa district, a majority of the people
beionged to.the working class.

He alleged that the entire leadership of the LTTE
hailed from its leader Velupillai Prabhakaran's family
or clan, whereas there was no leader from Jaffna in
the EPRLF in the east. because the group believed
that wherever there were oppressed people, the
leadership must emerge from among them.

“We are building up a movement enveloping the
oppressed masses and the LTTE is_atraid that as
time ps~ses by they will become “irrelevent”. He
claimed :h=" the TELO and the People's Liberation

Organ.sation of Tamil Eelam (PLOT) had joined
hands with the EPRLF. ’

Asked about the group’s view on the merger of |
'the northern and eastern provinces for an overall |
.seltlement of the island's ethnic problem. “Ratnam”
-said, “The Eelam that ‘we think of comprises the
north and east".

On the possibilities of an outright military victory

starting negotiations.

“Ralnam” agreed that intergroup clashes among
the militants” would strengthen the government's
hands. “We musl remember that the progressive
ferces have to face ups and downs in any struggle,
but will succeed ultimately”, he said the armed
struggle against the reactionaries wouid go o even
after the achievement cf Esiam if they continued to
resont to violence.

Asked, about the attilude of the Muslims to the
militants, “Ratnam" said at pre. 2nt their work was
mostly in the Tamil areas. “So they look at us with
fear and suspicion”. But he said they would soon be
working among the Muslims at the grass-root level
to involve that community, ‘oo, in the liberation
struggle.

Asked about the LTTE's charge that the EPRLF
was harassing the Muslims, he said the correspon~
dents could judge for themselves from the fact of
the venue of the interview. He reiterated the EPRLF's
charge that LTTE was funded by the American
Ceniral Intelligence Agency (CIA) and said that 'vas
why the group had come to possess mainly Amer-
ican arms.

—
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i © K Pathmanatha. secretary general =t ira EPRLF
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RLF welcomes
- India’c initiative

Macra_, Feo 1 4
| Tha Ee'am Pecoles Revclutiorary Liberation
| Front has we'comeg tre 1atest i atve taken by

'he economic blockace on Jafra
peninsuia and o hait the rmilitary thrust on tre Tamul

murgerous minary adventunsm which nad ncw

w0 al anti-mperaist loi.es 10
portical, meral and matenal
support 'o the ‘'eglimate strugg'e of our oeccle He
requested the Governiment ard tre peco.e of Ind:a
10 exterd all practical support lo( ll:e

to ne'p ! withstand ard resist ine
Sl e unleashed on

o our
1 we stand ¢ .mmitted fo extending 0 e ke e
VS i b (3 rkapemimdnt of Hdiayi s fasges wanl.

TRE HINDU
T 95-g9- 87
No question of laying

‘down arms, says EPRLF .

b MADRAS, Feb. 24. ¢
The Eelam People’s Revolutionary Liberation
Front (EPRLF) will not participate in any negotia-
tion to resolve the ethnic problem in Sri Lanka
“s0 long as the island Government continues its
military offensive and economic blockade of
" Jaffna and does not stop getting its military har-
dware from its allies”, Mr. L. Ketheeswaran, a
spokesman of the group, told a press confer-
ence here today. - .
--With reference to the Sri Lankan President'’s,
assertion in Parliament recently that negotia-
tions would be resumed and the blockade
;would be lifted only if the militants gave up
arms, he said “with or without Indian pressure,
our struggle would continue and we will fight
as long as military action continues in '%ri
Lanka. There is no question of our laying down
arms”. He and ailso Mr. K. Suresh, a poiitburc
member, said that certain political leaders, high
officials and newspapers had been making pro-
jections as f only LTTE was relevant in Sri
nka at present and not the others. “This is
not true. We had taken a tactical decision to go
underground as far as the peninsula was con-
cerned after LTTE attacked us, because we did
not want to fight both the army and LTTE at the
same time”', they said. ;

On the recent advances made by the army.
Mr. Ketheeswaran said the army had made
some gains and set up some new camps. “But
this does not mean the demise of our struggle.
Our moraie has been boosted by the stand
taken by India.” e

TELO members debarred: The central com-
mittee of the Tamil Eelam Liberation Organisa-
tion (TELO) has debarred from the organisation
four of its members who had been arrested in
connection with the kidnapping of Mr. Mohan-
dass from Anna Nagar, according to a
spokesman of the organisation. : %
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sincere sHors lo trrg adout a negotaled se'.l'e-
ment !0 the grotiem of ratcna sppressor thathas
teen mposed on our cecgie Dy SUCCESS «2 PN
Larkan Governments. ne said He warned 233 s
the double 'ak c! the JR regime which "h(a‘d
continuaiy used the ploy of ciaogue 1o camc-J' age
its real intentions of pursuing he miiary op ;r:n

Patnmarztha acpeaed o the L.beraten Tigers
of Tamil Eeram te cease ils sectanan peticies ‘anr\ci
re ease immed:ately 'he arms ang cadres 'cl'::v.. e
Ee'am groups and 10 join hands witn the e'fcs s by
all patnotc lorces to close ranks and engage n la
combined rasistance against the forces of impenal-
ism and racism.

We will match military response

He said the EPHLF stoed frm in 1S re'sou_-!e !:3
gemonstrate lo the JR regime and the zcries of
impenalism ard Ziorism behind it that ary a..erf\rm
to i/mpose a muhtary soluticn wil be met with " ,.e|
comoined rmittary might and patnotic Iervcur: of a!
organ:sanrce s ergaged n he Eao'am strugg'e -

He appeaied lo all democralic and prc.g'ess-\e
lorces werk.rg amongst the Sirhala ceoc'e lg_goxn
hands aith tre Eeram galnclic lorces and iaur -n' a
point-struGg @ agairst the neo-fascist a;\d ahu\_r.or:.l ?c»)
nanJ R regime. The lailure o de so witt ?Ny e.a' 'w|
the degereration of our respect've s.r.uggo |
national and soc:al hberation and to a b'ocody c‘:nv-
war which neirer the Sinnala nor Tamil loting
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- EPRLF ‘commander’ e

exposes LTTE game -

¥ Madras. Fep. 24:
If the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam were o be
believed, he is the man who was not. He was very
much present in flesh and blood o say in a Mark
Twain refrain that the LTTE propaganda about tus
having been liquidated physically was “highly ex-
aggerated” He was there today at the EPRLF press
conference to prove he is alive.

K. Suresh, the field commander of the Peoples
Liberation Army (PLA), the military wing of the
EPRLF said that he had survived all attempts by the
LTTE to kill im. He was all the time attending to his
wOfk in orgamising resistance to the Lankan army.
<e accused the LTTE of standing in the way of
india's efforts to find a solution to the Tamil ethnic
problem. lts policy of hquidating the other Tamil
groups had, indeed, encouraged the Lankan army
in its offensive. .

Suresh said that the LTTE was spreading disin-
formation by tainting the news sourcess, He said the
EPRLF was concentrating s lire only on the Lankan
r;]oops and the people of Tamil Eelam knew about
ihis .

He termed as false propaganda the reports that
the LTTE alone counted. All the other Tarm! groups

were held in high esteem by the Peopie of Eeiam, he

By Chir Stalr Réporter

said.
Ketheeswaran denied a report from Colombo that
three militant groups including the EPRLF, which
“were 'banned’ by the LTTE had formed a ‘democra-
tic tront’ to fight the LTTE. The groups were in the
process of forming a front to fight the island
govemment's oftensive, but it was certainly not
anti-LTTE, he sad. :

Ketheeswaran disputed the LTTE's claim that it
was the sole representative group of the Tamils in
S Lanka saying that a!l the miitant groups had
contributed to the struggle He, however. hastened
to add that the differences between the LTTE and
other miitant groups would not continue forever.
Exchange of prisoners and arms between the
different groups was necessary for a patch up, he
said. 3 '

At least 300 EPRLF men, mainly pofitical workers,
were being heid and reportedly tortured by the LTTE
in theirr camps, he said, but declined to give the
number of LTTE men heid by the EPRLF. .
To join fast Y

Ketheeswaran, the spokesman of the EPRLF who
introduced Suresh 1o newsmen said that his group

. The (EPRLF) would not heed Sri Lankan President

J.R. Jayawardene's call to the muiitants to end
hostilities as it would amount 10 3 “surrender”,
Ketheeswaran said. - o

No doubt the Sri Lankan army had made some
gains, especially in the 8astern province, but °R
does not mean our struggle is finished”.

India’s recent condemnation of the economic
blockade and military offensive in the isiand's
northern and eastern provinces had boosted the
morale of the militants, Ketheeswaran said and
added “our struggle wiil continue with or without
India’s suppon”. & ’ S

Asked it the EPRLF found the latest proposais to
end the cnsis agreeable, Ketheaswaran said the
proposals had not been officially communicated 1o
the groups, and they did not know what they were.

Ketheeswaran said arms supply to Sri Lanka by
its allies wouid have to stop before the EPRLF could
panicipate in any negotiations with the isiand
govemment. The group also wanted the govem-
ment to end the muiitary offensive and Wit the
economic blockade - e K%

To a question, he said though the EPRLF was not
opposed o participating in peace lalks dunng the'
proposed wvisit of a Sn Lankan emissary to New
Delni, participation would depend on the agepda_."

e ! wouid join the token fast to be observed in front of ,
the Tnumph of Labour statue on the Marina at the
mvitation of the Tamil | inter | iharatinn Frant

——— =a=-an _~ = &
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move for united front ss-o2-5~

By Our Staff Reporter

The Sr Lankan Tamil muilitant
groups are moving to close ranks
mnd bury their differences in the
tace of a successful army offensive
in recent months.

Eelam People’s Revolutionary Li-
beration Front (EPRLF) spokes-
man L. Ketheeswaran "old news-
‘nen at a press conference on Tues-
jay that citizens committees in
grife-torn Batticaloa are negotiat-
g to bring the warnng groups
together.

He said the drmed forccs and in

the East. the Special Task Force had
made considerable progress in op-
erations against Tamul gderillas in
the past couple of months. Howev-
TTE's attempted forays in the
East has led to other groups shying
away from batthng the troops.
Despite differences  persisting,
EPRLF desires the co-operation of
the LTTE to fight the troops.
made clear. This understanding
should be a comprehensive one,
where guenlla pnisoners will be ex-
changed and all differences buried.
At present,
.

306 _EPRLE guertias

are heid by the Tigers.

Mr.
of the weapons and the cadre of the
group are intact. At the opportune
time they will be put into use. At
present. because of opposition from
LTTE and the troops on two fronts,
the EPRLF has gone underground.

EPRLF  politburo  member
Suresh, who recently came to the
City from the isiand. told reporters
that except the Jaffna peninsula.
other Northern districts have fallen
to the military, forcing even the
LTTE into the jungles.

NS Qurr)u Jl

n\xJ) AN EXPRESS

Ketheeswaran said the hulk

. Cclombo. Feb 6

The Uberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE|
contreling Sn Larka s nothern Jalina peninsula,
has banned yet ancther nival militant groug — the
Tami! Eeiam Army [TEA] iéd by Panagoda Thamb-
pit'ta Maheswaran

Accerding [0 reports in.Jatfna newspapers. lhe
LTTE had orcered ail TEA cadres to surrender therr
arms before 15 February The reports said many
TEA members had aready surrendered (hewr
weapons, whiie scme had joined the LTTE ranks.

[EA 1s the fourth rnyal mitant group !o be
elimirated by the LTTE since the fratricidal c'ashes

with the Tamil Eelarn Luberam‘n Organisation [TELO}
in May 1986.

Between 150 and 200 |E' Q men including ils
ieacer Sn Sabarairam, were xiled in the c'asnes.

LTTE foliowed this up by barning Pecgle s L.bera-
tien Organisaticn of Tamil Eelam [PLOT] and the
Eelam FPecp'e PRevoiuticnary ULiberation Front
{EPRLF], the only group to put up any resistance
agarst the LTTE's action
Whi'e the EPRLF men :n Ja'tna peninsuia surren-
dered to the LTTE cr went underground, in (ne rest
of the Tamil areas in the northern and eastern
provinces, trey fought against LTTE's attempt to
estabush supremacy Both the sides had sulfered
casua'lies in these clasnes
The only cther mildant group stll existing in the
perirsuia is the Zetam Revolulionary Crganisation
[ERDS] which is considered to have close links with
LTTE Cbservers here beiieve (hat it wouid nct be
long belfore LTTE either bans EROS or absorbs the
greup N s ranks
TEA leader Parageda Ma*swaran was held
responsible for the bomb b'ast .n Madras arport two
years ago An engineernng stucent, he had escaoed

lorces
Informed sources in Jalfna said the group was
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1S one.
| group

pers and perodica's nnnted of scid in the
la. The group was !0 hcid the draw of the
ery t orgamsed 15 February ihe cay the
an becomes effective

| hospital damaged

wile, reperts recewved nere sad 'he Jafina
| Hospital suffered extensive damage when
urity forces from the garrison at the cold
uilt fort sneiled the town Tuesday might.
id the hospital k.ichen was beavily damaged
ree wards were aiso damaged in varying
3 According to the reports. five patients
ured in i@ shelling and the three wards had
vacuated.

heiing 'L.'owed the bomoing of two of the
iion and explosives storages of the LTTE at
flar and Neerveli in ne peninsula by Air Force
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ERPRLF denies M=o

coliusion reports
R 3"97 Madras, Feb. 15:

The Eelam People's Revolutionary Liberation
Front (EPRLF) has cenied reports that it was
colluging with the Special Task Force (STF) in
disarming the Liberaton Tigers of Tamii Eelam
(LTTE) in Batticaloa district of Sri Lanka.

EPRLI" spokesman L. Ketheeswaran said in a
statement Saturday that the allegation was a "diabo-
lic lie and a propaganda ploy™ of the Sri Lanka
Government aimed at sowing discrod and confusion
within the ranks of the liberation movements.

{ ‘We do contirm that reinforcements have been
sent to Batlicaioa to augment the fire-power and the
numerical strength of our muiitary wing, the PLA, in
an arempt to counter the recent military offensives
by the STF backec by aeria' support. Our inability to
confront the STF was mainly due 1o miitary actions
taken by the LTTE against EPRLF cadres last menth
and our reiuctance 10 engage the LTTE in an armed
confrentation at a time when the Sri Lankan armed
forces had embarked on ils murgerious assaults
sgains! the civilans and against the LTTE camps.

“We a'so confirm that EPRLF was compelied o
disarm and arrest some LTTE cadres a few days
ago, when the LTTE tried tc impeae our PLA squaas
and guerriia units from taking military positions
against the STF.

"We wish to reiterate the call made by our
Secretry-Generai Padmanabha, that the LTTE
should release immediately ail arms and cadres that
' ‘they had seized from EPRLF during its murderious

assault against our cadres last month and 1o join

hands with all patriotic forces in a compined

resistance against the military offensive and state
; tefronsm unleashed on our peopie by the racist.and |
degenerate J.R. Jayawardene regime”. ;

———

‘Demo before US

Consulate s-s-g)
AMEWE TID Ay
2 Madras, Feb. 15:
. A demonstration was held before the U S. Consu-
late here by the Members of Communist Party ¥
India and the All India Trade Union Congress 1
February.

. The demonstration was to protest the presence o!
U.S. mercenariesin Sti Lanka and the help given by
the U.S. administration to the Lanka Government in
its current ‘genocidal’ onslaught against the Tamus
The demonstration also criticised the massive U3
military assistance to Pakistan and the nuclear iests
In Nevada deserts. coriducted in Iotal defiance of
world opinion

The demonstrators, led by R. Thirunavukkar- su,
acling secrelary of the Madras dist CPI, started .eir
protest rmatch from Nagier Park. D. Pandic 1, mem-
bor of the Naticnal Council of the CPI 'aagea off the
rrecession. Stato Ceuncil rnembers V. Raj Mohan,
5. Kunalam and Manickam wora in the vanguard of
the procession

The marchers shouled slogans: “Down with US
imperialism®, withdraw US mercenanes from Sri
Lanka, Don'l give arms tc Pak. stop nuclear test,
Don't support Punjab terrorists”,

More than one thousand persons including suppor-
ters ol Eelam People's Ravolutionary Liberation
Front participated in the procession

M. Kalyanasufidaram, member of the Centra!
Executive Committee of tha CP! addressed the
demonslrators. He said US imperialism was working
overtime lo destroy peace ali over the world. It was
trying to split the Eelam libration groups so as to
wreck the struggle and strengthen the fascist
regime of Jayawardene. He accused LTTE leader
Prabhakaran of acting like a filth coiumnist 1o the |-
Jayawardena government.

He said most of the problems confronted by the
nalion today were created by U S. imperialism. The
CIA was Infiltrating into pofilical. trade union and
social organisations and urged the people to defeat
the US designs and work for peace.
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